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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A .  STATEMENT O F  THE PROBLEM 

The purp o s e s  of thi s  exploratory s tudy we re to 

identify: 

1 .  Some of the fac tors (re al o r  latent) whi ch may 

have a bearing upon the re asons why s tudents do or do not 

choose  home e conomics as a ma jor fie l d  of s tudy in college. 

2. Per s onality characte ris t i c s  of indivi duals which  

tend to  b e  dominant in  a s e lected group who have chosen 

home economi c s  as an are a of spec i al i zation in college . 

B. HYPOTHESIS  

There will b e  no  signifi cant diffe ren ce in  the per­

sonal ity s truc ture of s tudents who sele ct home e conomi cs  as  

an area of s pe c ializat i on in c ollege and those  who select  

other are as  of speciali zation. 

C .  ASSUMPTIONS 

The pre s ent inve s t igation was b ased upon the fol low­

ing major a s sumptions : 

1 .  People seek s at i sfaction of the ir basic needs  in 

every major aspe ct of the ir lives - -including professional 

(occupat ional).  
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2 .  S tudent s who pos s e s s  c e rt a in pe r sonali ty chara c­

t e r i s t i c s  w ill pursue home e conomi c s  as th e ir f i e ld of 

s tudy. 

3· Cri t e r i a  wh i c h  c an b e  ope r a t ionally d e f ine d  

should b e  use ful to ind i v i duals i n  choo s ing home e conomi c s  

a s  a profe s s i on. 

D. IMPOR TANCE OF THE STUDY 

The profe s s ional opportunit i e s av a i la bl e  today for 

c olle ge tra ine d young women are a t  an all-t i me high. At 

the s ame t ime , a large number of the s e  women do not e n te r  

the profe s s i onal world immedi ately after graduation from 

college. The pre sent trend of e arly marri ag e s  a t trac t s  

many from o the r po s sib le c are e r s. Homemaking h a s  always 

b e en the m ajor c are e r  for mos t wome n. Entrance into t he 

profe s s ions i s  often c on s idered an unde s i r able s e cond 

cho i c e .  For s e ve ral y e ar s ,  howeve r, th ere has been a con­

t inu ing upward trend in t he numb e r  of marr ie d wome n, many 

of whom are full-t ime home makers, who h ave entered or re­

entered the profe s s ions . 

Edu c at ors, concerned w i th de s i gning programs for 

tho s e  served b y  the c oll e ge s, are confronte d wi th two major 

problems, ( 1 ) provi d i ng program s wh i c h  give b road e duca­

t ional and profe s s i onal tra ining, and ( 2 )  a t trac t i ng and 

s e curing adequate pe rsonnel w i th appropr i at e  training. 
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The numb e r  and quali ty or tho se enter ing a g i v e n  prore s s ion 

can d e t e r m ine, to a great e xt e nt, the s tructure and e rrec­

t iven e s s  or the are a. Inte ll i gent program planning and 

recrui tme nt be come incre a s ingly impor tant. 

Large num b e r s  or colle ge traine d  women leave the pro­

re s s i onal pos i t ions annually. Thos e  who e n t e r  the r i e ld 

tend to re place t ho s e  who leave. The ac tual shortage re ­

mains, t hu s  l i m i t ing opportun i ty or e ncouragement ror 

ruture d e ve lopmen t  or the r i e ld. Expan s i on or the ar e a  and 

serv i ce s whi ch the me mb e r s  are tra ine d  to perrorm may of 

ne ce s s ity be conrine d with in narrow l i mi t s. Many por t ions 

or the populat ion con t i nue to rind s e rv i ce s, which they s e ek 

and ne ed, s t i ll unava i la b l e .  Ir tho s e  wi t h  adequa te pre par­

a t i o n  do not e nter the r i e ld ror which the y are traine d, ex­

pans i on and s e rv ice s are l ike w i s e  cur ta i le d. 

Home e conomics i s  peculi arly arre ct e d  by the a b ove 

me n t ione d circums tance s ,  s ingly and com b ine d. W i th i n  recent 

years the s i t ua t ion ha s b ecome i ncrea s ingly s e r ious. At the 

pre se nt t i me , in t e rm s  or numb e r s  alone, an undeniable 

shortage of h ighly traine d  personne l e x i s t s. The de mand 

ror a b le leade r ship i s  acute at the mome nt and promi s e s  t o  

b e come e ve n  more acute during the ne x t  t e n  ye ars. The 

shor tage or per sonne l in home e conom i cs with leade r ship e x­

per i e nce and training i s  cre at ing a s e r i ou s  prob lem ror col­

lege admini s trators. Another l im i ta t ion i s  added to the 



problem of s e cur ing per sonnel, s in ce home e conomi c s  i s  a 

prof e s s ion who s e  per sonnel i s  re crui t e d  almos t  e x clu s ively 

from women. 

4 

Home econom i s t s  have b e en fully aware of t he ir dual 

role, n amely, training for homemaking, and training for 

c areers other t han homemak ing. The t a s k  of prov i d ing per­

sonnel suff i c i ent to mee t t he demand s of the s e  are as i s  

excee d ingly diffi cult. A h i gh per cent age of tr a i ne d  pe r son­

nel doe s not enter the profe s s i ons. Many who do enter, do 

not remain long enough to s e cure exper ien c e s and training 

whi ch would qualify them for leaders hi p  pos i t ions. The 

prof e s s i on, no doubt, fails to re al i ze i t s  gre a ter poten­

t i ali t i e s  b e cause of a lack of ind i v i duals hav i ng quali­

f i c a t ions and a b i li t i e s  wh i ch are e s sent i al to the growth 

of any profes s ion. 

Th i s  problem has pe r s i s ted over a pe r i od of ye ar s. 

It has be come of grave con c e rn due to the increa sed dem ands 

for home e conom i s t s  in the bus ines s world, i n  certain areas 

of r e s e ar ch, to the rap i d  growth in s chool and college en­

rollmen t s, and to the trend toward e arly marr i a ge. Home 

economi s t s  h ave not been insens i t i ve to the f act that m any 

s tudent s seek in g colle ge preparat ion h ave f ai l e d  to elec t 

hom e e conomi c s  i n  the colle ge s where i t  i s  offered. Leading 

women' s colleges, such a s  Rad cliffe, B ryn M awr, Welle s le y, 



Mount Holyoke , and Swe e t  Bri ar, have never int roduce d home 

e c onomics into the cur r iculum. 

5 

Seve r al ye ar s  ago V a s s ar added cour s e s  in euthenics. 

The 1959-60 cat alog spe c i f i e s a num ber of cour s e s  i n  ch ild 

study. The f a c t  tha t the s e  e a s t e rn colle ge s h ave not in­

clude d home e conomics pe rhaps influence s th e numb e r  of cap­

able potent i al l e ader s  ava ilable in home e conomics. W i t h  

expand ing opportuni tie s for the home e conomics train e d  pe r­

son in th e profe s s ional world, and the r i gorous demands on 

today1s homemak er, i t  se ems tha t  the proport ion of tho se 

s e e k ing tra ining for woman's two role s--homem aking and e m­

ployment-- i s  d i spropor t i onately low. Effor t s  a t  recru i t­

ment have b e en sporadic and little evidence e x i s t s  tha t any 

planne d  sys tema t i c  approach has b e en made to e xplore the 

re al r e a s ons why stude n t s  do, or do not, choos e  home e co­

nomics as a m ajor field of s tudy i n  colle ge. 

The fee ling pe r s i s t s, that for s tude nt s s e e k ing e du­

cation w i th marriage a s  the ir pr eferr e d  cho ice, home e co­

nomics off e r s  a h i ghly d e s irable are a to pur sue. Women who 

marry wi thout profe s s i onal tr a i n ing or spe cialize d  sk i lls 

are le s s  likely to succe e d  in s e cur ing work which is as re­

munerative as do tho s e  who are pro fe ss i onally tra ine d, or 

po s s e s s  specializ e d  skill s. It appe ar s tha t  tho s e  who are 

traine d in home e conomics are in a un ique pos i ti on for 

ente r ing o r  re-enter i ng t he r e la t e d  profe s s ions. Both 



the ir training and the ir experience as homemaker should 

have furthered their deve lopment of ne eded c ompe tenc ie s. 

E .  SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

6 

Thi s study was re s tri cted to : ( 1 )  forty-e ight whi te 

female s tudent s enrolled in the Univers ity of Tenne ssee  

during the academic year 1959 -60 ; ( 2 )  four area s  of spe ­

cial i z ation--home economi c s ,  liberal art s ,  busine s s  admin­

i s tration,  and nurs ing ; ( 3 ) s ophomore s and s eniors repre ­

sent ing each of the are as ( e ight groups in all ) ; ( 4) s tu­

dents who rated in the upper  10 per c ent of their cla s s  

s cho lastically ; and ( 5 )  only s ingle sub j e c t s  ranging in age 

from s eventeen to twenty-four . 

F. ORGANI ZATION OF THE S T UDY 

The report of the study i s  organized into seven 

chapter s . Chapter I has pre sented the problem,  the hypothe ­

s i s ,  the b asic  assumpt ions , importance of the s tudy, scope 

of the s tudy , and the organi zation of the study. 

C hapter II  pre sent s a review of the re s e arch pert i ­

nent t o  the study . 

Chapter III pre s ent s the d e s cription of the two 

te s t s  used in the study . The chapter is  or ganized into two 

parts : A .  The Blacky Picture s ,  and B .  The Traditional 

Family Ideology Scale. 
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Chapter IV pre sent s the procedure used in this ex­

ploratory study under the following he adings : A .  Sub j e c t s , 

B .  Da ta Colle c t i on,  and C .  Tre atment of the Data . 

Chapter V pre sent s the findings from the Blacky P i c ­

tur e s  and the Traditional Family I deology Scale . 

Chap ter VI pre sent s a di s cuss ion of the findings . 

Chapter VII pre s ent s a sutnmary of the s tudy and the 

c onclus ions reached as a re sul t of the inve st igation. 



CHAPTER I I  

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

There are several ways in whi ch an exploratory s tudy 

of this  nature might be approached . Inve s t igators from the 

fields of e ducat ion, psychology, and vo cat ional guidance 

have undertaken s imilar s tudie s as they have inve s tigated 

such problem s as  intere st  pat terns , int e ll igence and o c cupa-

t ion ,  the re lation of vo cational cho i ce to  parent ' s  o ccupa-

tion,  and college intere st  in relation to later ad justment . 

Other variable s ,  including soc i al s tatus , pre s t ige , cho i c e s  

of g ifted s tudent s ,  age o f  individual , s tability o f  inter-

e s t s ,  per ceptions of occupations , and realism of vo cational 

preferenc e s  have been inve s ti gate d .  However f o r  the purpo s e  

o f  thi s s tudy, the se are ne ither suffic iently comprehens ive 

nor thoroughly analytical .  At the s ame time the y  provide 

preliminary findings , indicate s ome of the l imitati ons of 

various type s of approaches ,  and sugge s t  a need for further 

re se arch. 

Vo cational Intere st and Choice  

Patterson (30) believe s that i t  i s  only re cently 

that the right of an individual to a cho i ce in his o c cupa­

tion has been widely re cogni zed and fo stered . Roe (33) has 

state d :  



In order to understand the role of o c cupation in 
the life of an ind ivi dual, we mus t  firs t  have s ome 
understanding of the individual and hi s needs . 
The old c oncept of e conomic man has proved totally 
inadequate to explain why men work as they do or 
what it i s  that the y  work for . 
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Much of the e arly re se arch dire cted  toward ass e s s ing 

personal character i s t i c s  of individuals w as oriented toward 

cognitive areas  rather than affe ctive are as . The refore , 

progres s  in achieving o b j e c tivity and val idity was more 

marked,  for exa�ple , in the are a of apt i tude , than in the 

le s s  tangib le are as of  personality in whi ch it  i s  s till 

somewhat rare . Inve s tigators working in the se le s s  tangible 

area s  have re ceive d  a c onsiderable amount of criti c i sm re -

garding the validity and re liability of the data whi ch they 

repor t .  Neverthele s s ,  i t  i s  important tha t  inve s t igat ions 

proceed and attempts  be  made to  deve lop more appropriate 

me thods of inve s tigation . Application of previously used 

me thods must  also be tried in an effort to improve re sear ch 

in thi s  important are a. 

Indi cat ions that personality i s  clo sely related to 

oc cupat i onal c ho i ce has been no ted by d ifferent wri ters . 

Attemp t s  to  ident ify s ome of the factors and how they ope r -

ate have s t imulated the us e of a variety o f  r e s e arch te ch­
�� v 

nique s .  For example , Vernon ( 41} in s tudying the re lat ion-

ship b e tween drive and oc cupational cho i ce in a group of 

young women , concluded :  



I t  appe ars  that d ifferent drive s could ope rate 
in different individuals to produce the cho i ce of 
one and the s ame caree r .  Also , the s ame , or very 
s imi lar ,  drive c ould re sult in different individu­
als  in the cho ice of very different care ers. To 
determine any causal re lationship b e tween drive 
and c aree r ,  far more knowledge of individual char­
ac ter i s  ne ce s s ary. 

Roe ( 33 )  write s  that 

Although the evidence is  not extens ive there never­
the le s s  s e ems to be no doubt that some spe c i ali zed 
o c cupation s ,  at least , do at tract persons who re­
semble e ach o ther in  s ome pers onality characteri s ­
t i c s .  How far this  i s  true o f  o ccupations generally 
we do not know . 

Patterson { 30 )'expres s e s  a somewha t s imi lar view : 

If there i s  opportuni ty for vo cati onal cho i ce ,  
there i s  place for theorie s of o c cupati onal s e l e c ­
tion. And if there are s ome s imilari tie s in per­
sonal characteri s t i c s  among tho se in particular o c ­
cupati on s ,  then thi s sugge s t s  that certain personal 
charac teris ti c s  have a part in o c cupat i onal cho i ce . 
One might perhaps re ason that d ifferent oc cupations 
require different personality character i sti c s ,  and 
that the person chooses  the occupat i on on the b a s i s  
of knowledge of the requirement s  o f  the oc cupation 
and of his own personal charac teri sti c s. Thi s i s  
no doub t true to s ome extent . But the personal 
characteri stics  of o ccupations are not well known, 
even to p sychologi sts  and counselor s ,  and thus many 
who choose  an o c cupation do so without knowing i t s  
requirements .  And i t  i s  no doubt true t hat the 
numb er  of people who know their own personal charac ­
teri s t i c s  well i s  small . Vocational c ounse lor s 
c ertainly find it  diffi cult to mat ch clients  and o c ­
cupations i n  terms o f  per sonal characteri s t i c s. 
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At the s ame time , our knowledge of the individual ' s  

emotional needs i s  inadequate , and thi s seems e sp e c i ally true 

as to the ways in which o ccupational c hoice  contri bute s to 

emotional sati sfaction. 
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In 1945, Super { 36 ) clearly s tated the status of our 

knowledge about the relat i onship of personality factor s to 

oc cupational success . 

Our current knowledge of the role of personal ­
ity in e ducation and in work i s  impre s sioni s t i c  or ,  
when qualitative , superfi c i al .  I t  has been s hown 
by surveys of employment re cords , for example ,  that 
per sonality pro blems are the mo s t  common c ause of 
d i s charge from employment . • • • Observations le d 
to the suggestion that some people engaging in 
soc ial work are motivated by an unconsc ious de s ire 
to solve the ir own pro blems rather than to help 
solve tho se  of others .  But none of the se studie s 
have /sic7 yi elded data whi ch would enab le e i ther 
to predict their interference or non-interference 
with suc ce s s .  The conviction of the ir importance 
i s  strong and nearly universal ,  but the evidence 
i s  virtually lacking and the me ans of me asuring 
the characteristic s are sadly defe c t ive . 

Continuous intere st  in seeking po s s i ble relationships 

be tween voc ational cho ice and per s onality i s  evident in 

numerous s tudi e s ;  s ome wri ters que s tion that the individual 

has any real cho ice or that he even approache s the pro b lem 

in a re ali stic  fashi on. At the s ame t ime , the lack of ad-

justment and pers onal sati sfactions found in oc cupations 

seem to indi cate the ne ed for clo ser scrutiny or more pene -

trating analysis . 

Sys temat i c  studie s of intere s t s  as  indicators of 

o ccupational choice and future suc c e s s  have b e en made b y  

various o c cupational groups . Numerous evaluative instru-

menta have been designed in an effort  to i dentify individual 

intere s t s . Educators have re lied he avi ly upon intere st  in-

ventorie s ,  que stionnaire s and rat ing scale s a s  they have 
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attempted to  work with students in the area of vocational 

guidance . Inve s tigators have varied  in the ir  opinion as  t o  

which available instruments give more pe rtinent data re ­

lating to vocat ional choi ce. Some have found interest  pat ­

terns  more indi cative i n  vocati onal se le ction than are data 

afforde d by per sonali ty s chedule s and me asure s of apt itude . 
li"' 

For example ,  B lum (8) in report ing on a comparat ive s tudy 

of s tudents  preparing for five sele c ted profe s s ions in­

cluding teaching s tate s : " I t  i s  s ignifi cant that the gre at­

e st difference s were in their  vocat ional and non-vo cati onal 

intere s t  tenden cies  rathe r  than in person al i ty . "  
,-: .. �· 

· Trigg (40 ) in an at tempt to me a sure the i ntere s t s  of 

nurse s found tha t  the Kuder Preference Re cord used wi th the 

group of nur s e s  and a group of w omen in general did an ex-

cel lent j ob of differenti ati ng betwe en the intere s t s  of the 

two groups. 

Pe r s onality inventorie s have b e en deve loped to  

identify di fferent a spe ct s  of  pers onal i t y .  Re s e arch has 

been conducted in an attempt to me asure the vari ous a spe cts  

of  personal i ty and to  de termine the re lation ship betwe en 

the se tra i t s  and voc ational s e le c tion .  The Minne s o ta Multi -

pha s i c  Per s onali ty Inventory has been us ed in numerous in­

vestigations of this s ort .  In 1945, Lough (23} u se d  the 

MMPI in an inve s t i gation 1 )  to compare w omen s tud ent s en­

ro lled in li beral art s ,  nurs ing, and teacher training 



curri cula ,  2 )  to attempt t o  determine whe ther the re are 

any s ignifi cant differences  on any of the s cales of the 
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Inventory between the s tudents enrolled in the se curricula ,  

and 3) to evaluate the usefulne s s  o f  thi s Invent ory for 

counseling c ollege w omen with re spe ct t o  the ir voc a tional 

or e duc ational sele ctions . Lough found that i t  was  not a 

useful ins trument for differenti a t ing between those who are 

sui ted for one o ccupat ion or ano the r .  She s tated:  

The primary value of the MMPI seems t o  be to  
give s ome ins ight into the emotional life of the 
individual and to dete ct tho se who may be  in ne ed 
of psychological or psychiatri c coun s eling . 

The re sults Beaver ( 5 ) reported from a s imilar study sub­

s tant i ated the f indings of Lough . B o th inve s t i gator s  use d  

the MMPI a s  the b as i s  for their inve s t igations , though the ir 

approach was somewhat different . 

Many c ounselors have been puz z led  with t e s t  re sults  

that indi cate large numbers of individuals have aptitude s 

within a spec ific  category , or perhaps in a numb er of cate­

gorie s ,  ye t t he ques tion remains , what i s  the wi ser de ci s ion 

in regard to the sele ction of a parti cular vocati on by a 

given indivi dual2 

The s tudie s c ited seem t o  refle ct changing c oncepts 

in re lation to one's o c cupational choi ce and to s tre ss per-

sonality var i able s as  extreme ly important . At pre sent , 

limited information exi s t s  whi ch sheds light upon the deep 

psychologi cal f actors of importance for voc ational cho i ce 
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and suc ces s. Many previous  s tudie s are s omewhat s imil ar to 

Re agan ' s  study (32 ) . She s ought to  i dent ify factors in -

fluencing co llege s tuden t s  to become librari ans . He r study 

was b ased upon the a s s umption that factor s  may be  pres ent 

in an ins ti tut i on of higher le arning that exert influe nce 

upon s tudents in the ir s e le ct i on of a vo cation .  In o ther 

word s ,  emphas i s  in re s e arch has se ldom b een placed upon in-

ve s t i gating t he personal i ty s tructure of the individual. 

The growing interest  and r e l i ance upon t e s t s  al so  re -

fleets changing c oncepts in regard to var i ous  ways in whi ch 

te s t s  may be used pro fitably. C linicians have found them 

indi spens able in di agnos t i c work. Educators  have re ali ze d 

that f actor s o ther t han intelligence s c ore s are ne eded to 

guide them a s  they work with s tudents .  Industrial manage -

ment has more and more relied upon vari ous kind s of  t e s t s ,  

e spe cial ly as  they s e ek new pe rs onne l .  Scho ols have 

profi ted from t he findings of psychology . They cannot af -

ford to ne glec t  experimentat ion b ased upon procedure s deemed 

l ikely to shed some light upon pro b lems w i th whi ch they,  

too , are concerned.  
� 

Patter s on (30 ) calls  at tention to  the fact that psy-

choanalyti c  the ory of vo cat ional cho i ce i s  one of the 

earlie s t  the orie s re lating pe rsonal ity determinant s to vo­

cational cho i ce . He state s that " the p sy cho analyti c  the o ry 

of vocational cho ic e  res t s  upon the b as is of de l ine ation of  



certain character type s . " He also cites  that, "Erne st 

Jone s appe ars to be the fir st  to s tre ss the r e l ation of 

these  character type s to oc cupations .n  

1 5  

Industr i al management has o ften ind i cated that per­

sonal ity factor s  account for the ma j ori ty of problems w i th­

in industrial groups . Profe s s i onal groups have likew i s e  

made s imi lar o b se rvat ions which refle ct the s e riousne ss  o f  

the pro blem; and even more drama t i c ,  were the re j e ctions i n  

World War II . It seems tha t as e fforts are made in con­

t inuous ly see king aid whi ch will as s i s t  in c ounseling young 

people in the ir  choice of v ocations , particular attention 

should b e  dire cte d  toward the c ore of the prob lem, the 

dynami c s  of human behavi o r .  Mo re spe cific ally , research 

that i s  orient e d  toward identifying factors that affe ct  in­

dividual cho i ce s  in re lati on to one's vo cat ional sele ct ion ,  

should base inve s tigation upon se le cte d  aspe c t s  o f  p sycho ­

analyti c  theory , whi ch should include re cent findings about 

pers onality from such f i e ld s  as the various are as of psycho ­

analys i s. 

Ei the r approach ment ioned above might yield data of  

importance in  identifying tho se who might be  more likely to  

succeed in  home e conomic s .  However, there are  diff i culties  

to  be  overcome in  pur suing e i the r approa ch. At  the s ame 

time ther e  would be no i ndicat i .on that the se pe ople w ould 

not be equally or more suc c e s sful e lsewhe re than in the 
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f i e ld of home e conomi c s .  Any in strument , t hen , whi c h  will  

be of ma j or u s e  in  ana lyzing per sonali ty s hould he lp in 

portraying, ins ofar a s  pos s i b le , the total i ty of behavior 

de terminan t s . 

A. PROJEC TIVE METHODS 

Pe rsonality i s  ma de up of such a multipli c ity of e l e ­

ment s that i t  i s  mos t  difficult t o  derive a true p i c ture of 

i t. Numerous  wri te r s  have ind i ca ted the l a c k  of a unified 

concept of personality and the sub s equent l imiting e ffe ct 

upon re s e arch in thi s are a .  However , inve s t i gat i ons whi ch 

have b e en oriented t ow ard underlying fac tors of a motiva ­

t i onal nature have b e en fru i tful and s e em to offer promi s e  

for future r e s e ar ch.  Pro j e c t i ve t e chni que s ,  in re cent ye ars, 

have gained in popular i ty as a me thod of inves ti g a t ing per ­

sonal i ty .  Serious  cr i ti c i sm has b een given t o  the trend of 

the w hole s ale produc t i on of pro je c tive t e s t s ,  without due 

cons ideration to the fact tha t the unde rlying principle s 

are the s ame in all proje c t i ve t e s t s . Many cri tlc s seem t o  

fe e l  tha t effort s should b e  dlre c ted now toward fur ther 

t e s ting the more pr omi slng of the pro j e ct i ve t e chn i que s 

rather than to devis ing new t e s t s .  

Korner {21), ln d i s cus s ing t he s cope and l imitati ons 

of pro j e c tive te chni que s ,  c alls  a t tent i on to the b as i c  

rational e  underlying t hem. 



The f ir s t  a s sumption upon whi ch pro jective te ch­
nique s draw heavily i s  the fact that all b ehavior 
manife s tation s  including the mos t and le ast  s i g­
nific ant, a re expre ss ive of an indivi dual person­
ali ty .  If thi s  as sumption i s  corre ct , it b e come s 
c le ar that any behavior s ample e l i c ited by any 
te chnique i s  potenti ally c apable of mirroring or 
refle c ting pers onality at work , and that the 
merit  of the different t e chnique s vari e s  large ly 
with the degr e e  that the s e  t e chnique s have b e en 
expl ored and the familiar i ty of the examiner with 
the various behaviour manife stations e l i c i te d  by 
a given te chnique . 
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Korner c ontinue s as she s tates  the s e cond and third a ssump-

ti ona : 

The individual taking them give s material which 
he e i ther will not or canno t give otherwise  . • . •  
Ano ther assumption i s  that p sychi c de termini sm 
pre clude s a s tory or re sponse to be a chance 
event . Each re sponse  i s  suppo sed to be b rought 
about by a di stinc tive set  of causal influence s .  

Pro jective Me thods: Appli cati on in Edu cat ional Measurement 

The are as of counse ling and guidance , parti cularly 

within the field of e ducation, have incre asingly uti l i ze d  

the c ontributions of p sychology. Unfortunately, however, 

some of the newer appro ache s to problems in the se  areas  

have b e en used  sparingly . Patte rson (31), in  c ommenting on 

the use of pro j e ct ive te s t s  in vocational counse l ing, note s :  

In spite of the relative infrequency of the 
use  of pro je ctive technique s in vocational coun­
s e ling, there appe ar s to be a general acceptance 
of the assumpt ion that they are of value and 
that it  w ould be  de s irable to  use  them mor e  fre ­
quently . 

Baker and Pe atman (4) sugge s t  that the time-consuming 

nature of pro je ctive t e s t s  along w i th the ir individual 



nature , t ends to limit the ir us e .  

I t  i s  als o  apparent that instrument s and pro­
cedure s that are more time c on suming and tha t re ­
quire c onsiderab le c lini c al experience and train­
ing for their admini s trati on and interpre tation ,  
such a s  the Rorscha ch for personal ity diagnos i s ,  
are infrequently use d .  

1 8  

Several inve s tigators have s tre s sed tha t the answers 

to vo cat ional prob lems are no t always found in vocational 

te sts. They have indicate d  tha t  i t  is ne ce s s ary to use a 

battery of clini cal te s t s ,  including pro j e c tive tests , to 

gain a be tter understanding of the subtle and dynamic e le -

menta of personality . 

Pro j e ctive Methods : Appli c ation in Child Deve lopment Re -

search 

The use of pro j e ctive te chnique s f or the s tudy of 

personality developmen t in children seemed to offer more 

appropri ate me thods for studying c hildren than tho se that 

had been used in the pas t .  Frank ( 12), in fore se eing the 

po s s i bilities  of us ing thi s te chnique for the inve s ti gation 

of personality development of children,  cautioned that the 

te chnique s might , at that time seem far-fe tched . 

If the foregoing appe ars  far-fe tched it  may be 
re cal le d  that the line s on the spe ctro scopic 
plate were e s tabli shed,  no t by s tati stical pro­
cedure s ,  but by experimental procedure s through 
whi ch a known chemically t e s te d  subs tance was  
spe ctroscopi cally te sted so  tha t  i ts identifying 
line c ould be pre ci.sely loc ated and thereafter 
confi dently name d . In much the s ame fashion i t  
i s  be ing e s tabli shed that a child who i s  known 



to  b e  unde rgoing an affe ct ive e xperi ence w ill  ex­
pre ss  that fe eling in a play configurati on that 
c an be so re cogni zed . 

19  

One note s the rapid growth of  experimental stud i e s  

ut i li z ing the pro ject ive appro ach follow ing Frank ' s  stimu­

lating art i c le , written in 1939 , in whi ch the ques t ion was 

rai sed a s  to  whether "examining the pro c e s s  o f  personality 

deve lopment w ould lead to more fruitful conceptions and 

sati sfying me thods and pro cedure s . "  Several s tudi e s  at-

tempting to examine the pro ce s s  of personality deve l opment 

have helped to validate the usefulne s s  of the approach.  

Amen ( 3 ) deve l oped a series of picture s ,  f or use 

with chjldren in pro je ctive s tudi e s ,  whi ch included s i lhou-

e ttes  and movable picture s .  In reporting pre liminary re -

sults  cons idered fr om a normat ive po int of view and without 

pres enting evidence as to the clinical valid ity of  the 

te chnique , she s tate d :  

A pro ject ive t e chnique based upon picture ma­
ter ials  seems part icularly appropriate for chi l ­
dren of nurse ry s chool age for three r e a s ons . 
The first i s  the re lative l ack of s e lf-consc ious ­
ne s s  in children thi s age . • • • In the s e c ond 
place , ab sence of fixed hab its  of perce iving in 
little children incre a s e s  the po s si b ility of s ome 
degree of se lf-proje ction .  Finally, fantasy it­
s e lf ,  which c onsti tute s the s c ientific data of 
pro je ctive studie s i s  in the form of fi ction 
play ,  one o f  the mos t  characteri s ti c  and univeral 
activities  of children at this age . 

Later Temp le and Amen ( 39 ) ,  intere sted in seeing 

"whether a spe c ific pro je ctive te chnique , sugge sted by 

Horow i t z  and Murphy , c ould be used effe ctive ly to reve al 
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personal ity differences in young chi ldre n , " use d a series 

of picture s ,  e spe c i al ly de s igne d to repre s ent s ituations 

familiar to t he group . 

Following the inve s t igati on Temp le and Amen s tate d :  

One may fairly conclude from thi s inve s tiga­
t ion that t he proje ct ive te chnique succeeds  {a ) in 
revealing many d iffe rent anxiety are as in t he ex­
perience s of l i ttle chi ldren,  the more important 
are as in the normal group proving to b e  the parent­
child relationshi p s ,  s o cial re lationsh ip s ,  and 
daily r outine ; (b} in demons trating a c lo s e  re ­
lationship b e tween p atterns of anxiety and type of 
b ehavioral adjustment on b o th normal and clini cal 
groups ; (c ) and in showing that the normative ap­
proach t o  a proje cti ve study of anxie ty in little 
children i s  of gre ate st value in the interpreta­
t i on of individual difference s .  

Still later , Dorkey and Amen (9 ) conducted a similar 

s tudy in which the number of e quivocal pi cture s used was ex­

panded to include t ho se whi ch de alt w i th r out ine b ehavior ,  

typical in e ar ly childhood. 

It w a s  felt that in thi s are a  of expe rience 
the chi ld's emotional needs are le ast l i ke ly to 
be suc ce s sfully me t ,  and that anxiety re act i ons 
a s s ociated w i th routine training , in the slightly 
maladjuste d child a s  well a s  in the chi ld with a 
definite behaviour problem, might be more re adily 
inve st igated through thi s type p i c ture . 

According to Dorkey and Amen , the inves tiga t i on showed " that 

the e quivocal picture s  have a def inite v alue in di s cr imi ­

nating between the child w i th a l ow anxie ty s c ore and the 

chi ld with a hi gh anxie ty rating . n  

In a s erie s o f  studies nde s i gned t o  ge t a t  chi ldren's 

ideas about themselve s ,  with reference to  a specifi c s o cial 



grouping , "  Horowit z  ( 20 )  used a pi cture te chnique. 

Data reported here are part of a longer study 
de signe d to ge t at  chi ldren ' s  ideas  a bout them­
s e lve s. • • • The se  data s e em to  point to the 
concept of group c on s ciousne s s  and group identifi­
cation as an intrins i c  aspe ct of ego -deve lopment 
and basic to the unde rstanding of the dynami c s  of 
at titude formation in t he adult pe rsonality . 
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Haggard and Sargent ( 16 )  de s i gne d a t e st c alled 

"Authors , "  in whi ch the chi ld c ould act as " author" of hi s 

favorite comi c s trip ,  the re by depi ct ing vari ous confli ct 

situations . In c ommenting on re sponse s from sub je c t s ,  

Haggard s ays : 

In the pre sent s tudy there seems to b e  a d irect  
relations hip betwe en the d e gree  of  such distortions 
and severity of the child ' s  pe rsonal i ty difficul­
tie s as  indic ated by hi s re ported behavior at 
s choo l .  

Symonds ( 37 ) ,  pre senting a pre liminary s tatement to  

the Forty-N i.nth Annual Mee ting of the Ameri can Psychologi c al 

Ass o c i ation,  report s a comprehensive s tudy of ado le scent 

phantasy materi al .  He used pi ctures of  adole s ce nts  in a 

variety of s ocial  s ituations as  stimuli for the writing of 

short s torie s from whi ch the inve stigators ident ifie d the 

phantasy materi al . They we re attemp ting to see what c orre ­

spondence exi s t s  b e twe en theme s  in s torie s ,  wri tten by 

adole s cent s , and personal ity trends in  boys and girls of 

thi s age . 

Other inve stigators have indic ated inte re st  in 

s tudying the predi ctive value of pro je ctive t e chnique s by 
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using them with non-clinical populations in exploratory 

studies. Sigel and Hoffman (34) emphasize that success in 

making such predictions has been limited and suggest reasons 

for this limitation, especially with non-clinical popula­

tions. 

The first reason revolves around the relation­
ship existent between personality and environmental 
variables as they interact within a concept of real 
life situations; the second pertains to the content 
of the projective test itself and its relation to 
the real life situations in question. 

The assumption, upon which Sigel and Hoffman based 

their study, indicates a strong belief that studying non­

clinical populations offers material especially relevant to 

a better understanding of personality structure. 

Normal individual's overt behavior is an ex­
pression of personality structure in conjunction 
with the demands of the immediate environment. 
Being normal, the individual is sufficiently 
flexible and integrated to make a variety of re­
sponses which are appropriate to the requirements 
of the situation. Consequently, in order to en­
hance prediction, it is important to denote the 
parameters of the real life situation. It be­
comes important to define and specify the types 
of environmental situations and conditions which 
one is predicting. 

It is generally agreed that teachers exert an impor-

tant influence upon the development of the personality of a 

child. Yet it is difficult to find objective evidence to 

support this view. Alexander (2) reports the Adult-Child 

Interaction (ACI) Test was designed to elucidate the percep-

tions of the interactive process between children and adults. 
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This test also utilizes picture cards which serve as 

stimuli for the subjects. Observational data, reported by 

Alexander, revealed that there was close agreement with the 

behavior of teachers as predicted by the projective test 

and the observed behavior of children in the classroom. 

Furthermore, results obtained from the use of this test with 

subjects ranging from five years old to sixty-five years old, 

including people in various occupations and military person­

nel, suggest that it may also be used for the study of re­

lationships of personality characteristics to in teraction 

with authority. 

Wright (42) calls attention to the paucity of con­

trolled research in which the validity of projective tech­

niques as a diagnostic or as a therapeutic method is tested. 

She describes an experimental method designed to test the 

validity of a projective test as a tool for uncovering 

emotional disturbance. In this investigation, the method 

consisted of experimentally producing conflict and observing 

how that conflict was expressed through projective tech­

niques. 

Projective Methods: Application in Social Anthropology 

Research 

Social psychology has stressed the importance of the 

relationship between personality and the culture within 

which the individual is trained and in which he matures. 
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Erikson ( 10 )  has vividly portrayed the mode s of b ehavior ,  

the needs o f  the individual, and how the training children 

re ce ive in the ir formative ye ars influence s certain pe rson-

ality c harac ter i s t i c s . Othe r  wri ter s  al s o  agre e that the 

s o c i ali zation proce ss i s  extreme ly importan t .  

Henry ( 19 } ,  i n  inve s ti gating the culture -pe r s onali ty 

relations , has this to say a bout the c ons tant inte ract i on of 

the se two powerful force s : 

The personali ty proc e s s  thus ope rate s to  inter ­
pre t and t o  di s tort cul tural f orce s ,  s o  far a s  thi s  
i s  po s si ble , to conform to the meaning and fee ling 
alre ady operative a s  a part of the pe rsonality,  but 
mus t  ad just i t s e lf in so far as the se demands re ­
s i s t  d i stortion and a s  the y impose the ir demands up ­
on the personal i ty . Wi th thi s  c onception of the 
culture -personali ty re lat ionship i t  seemed appropr i ­
ate to inve s t iga te the prob lem with a te chni que 
tha t w ould r efle ct and reve al the proce s s  o f  organi z ­
ing and o f  g iving me an ing.  The various pro j e c t ive 
me thods  fo r the s tudy of pe rsonal i ty seemed particu­
larly sui ted to this tas k .  



CHAPTER III 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DATA-GATHERING INSTRUMENTS 

The present chapter is organized into two major divi­

sions: A. The Blacky Pictures, and B. Traditional Famili 

Ideology Scale. 

A. THE BLACKY PICTURES 

Description of the Blackr Pictures 

The major instrument used in this study was a series 

of five cartoons from the Blacky Pictures. The Blackr Pic­

tures are described by Blum ( 6 )  as a "modified projective 

test for measuring psychoanalytic dimensions of personality. " 

The test consists of twelve cartoons which depict the ad­

ventures of a dog named Blacky. The first cartoon is an 

introduction to the cast of characters which includes 

Blacky, Mama, Papa, and Tippy (a sibling of unspecified age 

and sex). Each of the eleven subsequent cartoons is de­

signed to portray a stage of psychosexual development or an 

object-relationship within that development. The five car­

toons chosen for this study were: I. Oral Eroticism; 

II. Oral Sadism; IV. Oedipal Intensity; VII. Identifica­

tion; and X. Ego-Ideal. 

The projective test presents an ambiguous stimulus 

for the subject's reaction. Because of the indefinite 
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s tructure or pro jective te s ts ,  it is b e lieved that an in­

dividual iden t if ie s hims e lf w ith a f i gure in the si tuat i on 

and ascr i b e s  his own fee l ings t o  that f i gure . An examin a ­

tion o r  the r e sponses  sub j e ct s  make o n  proj e c t i ve te s ts 

seems t o  support thi s b e l i e f . For example ,  a quotati on from 

one s ub je ct part i cipating in thi s s tudy seems to illus trate 

thi s  p o int o r  vi ew, "We l l ,  Blacky, don't reel  b ad ,  I us ed 

to  have the same re actions  when my daddy t ook my mother in 

hi s arms and ki s s ed her. Sickening, i sn't i tt "  

Ac cording to psycho analytic theory a s  formul ate d  by 

Freud , Rank , Adler,  Horney , and Sullivan ,  the early experi­

ence s or an individual's life are or spe c ial importance in 

per s onality deve lopmen t. The pattern or behavi or whi ch 

emerge s may be thought or a s  adaptive . The interper sonal 

re lations experienced during the s e  formative ye ars  tend to  

shape the se adaptive pro ce s s e s  and the way the individual 

likew i s e  handle s interper s onal relations. 

One important theoreti cal c oncept relating to the 

dynami c s  o r  per sonality i s  the b el ief th at per s onality i s  

structured. It i s  believed t o  remain s truc ture d  unle s s  

some expe rience brings about gro ss  change , ror e xample , a 

severe traumati c experience or  psychothe rapy. Overt be ­

havior may be cons is tent w i th the s tructure or i t  may not. 

Those te chnique s which are de s i gned to e l i c i t  the latent 

content or b ehavi or are likely to reve al the similaritie s 
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or di s s imi laritie s betwe en overt and covert behavi or . At 

the pre sent t ime , pro j e c t ive t e s t s  seem more promis ing in 

thi s re spe ct  than do other type s of t e s ts . I t  was on thi s  

bas i s  t hat the Blacky P ictures  were s e le c ted a s  the ma jor 

instrument for inve s t i gating the b as i c  personality struc­

ture of girls  selecting home e c onomi cs as an are a  of 

spe cial i z ation in colle ge . 

Emphasi s  in this  s tudy has been placed upon sele c te d  

aspe c t s  of the dynami c s  i nvolved i n  pe r s onal i ty s truc ture 

as  reve aled by the Blacky Picture s . I t  was a s sumed that 

one ' s  b as i c  per s onality structure i s  re lated to one ' s  voca­

tional choice . A brief view of the psycho analyti c  dimen­

s i ons the Blacky Pi cture s purport to me asure s eems impor­

tant at thi s  po int. 

The psychoanalyti c  dimensi ons of personality the 

Blacky Pictur e s  are de s igned to me asure may be  viewed as  

natural phase s of  the maturational proce ss . I t  i s  be l ieved 

that e a ch s tage of the deve lop ing pe rsonal i ty attains a 

cons iderable degree of organi zation. The s e  phase s reve al 

much overlapping and t he progress  from one t o  the other i s  

se ldom a d i s t inct step . Succe s s ful mas tery of one stage 

tends to make the succeeding s tage les s  diff i cult. Like ­

w i se unsuc ce s s ful attemp t s  to master any given stage may 

cause  the pers onality to remain relatively f ixed at that 

point or one may regres s  to an e arlier st age in case of 



severe frustrations. The concepts of fixation and re­

gression become prominent in analyzing personality struc­

ture. 
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Cartoon I, Oral Eroticism, relates to one's earliest 

learnings. It is generally believed that early learnings 

tend to be enduring. The satisfactions and frustrations 

associated with these experiences tend to exert lasting in­

fluence upon an individual's behavior. Studies of infancy 

and early childhood have portrayed vividly the role of the 

mother in influencing the direction of growth during this 

particular period of development. Because so many of an 

infant's early experiences are associated with oral activi­

ties, especially those relating to hunger, considerable im­

portance becomes associated with orality. 

Two of the more enduring learnings associated with 

orality seem to be those related to indulgence and depriva­

tion. Infantile perceptions become closely associated with 

those pleasures and irritations of oral origin. Some of 

these perceptions seem to be related to reality, others to 

fantasy; some to incorporating objects, others to destroying 

objects. These associations tend to generalize to people-­

to one's view of the world. For example, individuals who 

show disturbance on projective tests, such as the Blacky 

Pictures often reveal their deep underlying frustrations 

which seem to stem from this stage of development. If so, 
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they may be described as passive-dependent people. They 

look to others for gratification of their needs just as 

they looked to parental figures for supplying their infan­

tile needs. They tend to be limited in personal resources 

which will aid them in facing life's inevitable problems. 

Conformity tends to take precedence over creativity. 

Cartoon II , Oral Sadism, depicts a later phase of 

the oral period. Strong disturbance on the oral sadism 

dimension is an expression of oral disturbance. During 

this developmental period, the infant becomes more active. 

Pleasures and frustrations are still closely linked to oral 

activities. The experience of devouring becomes associated 

with aggressive impulses. Frus trations are likely to be met 

with hostility, particularly those frustrations associated 

with one's needs, food in particular. Oral Sadism is the 

term used to describe this desire to injure or destroy. 

One recognizes a similar tendency in the adult who charac­

teristically faces life or the solution of life's problems 

with biting, sarcastic remarks. It is believed that the 

individual who is characterized by a pessimistic approach 

to life may have experienced severe frustration during this 

stage. 

According to the theoretical position of this person­

ality dimension, the adult's attempts to retaliate, seek re­

venge, get the other fellow before he gets you has its 
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origin during thi s s tage . 

C artoon IV, Oedipal Intens ity ,  depic t s  a fur ther 

stage of personal i ty development.  Pri or to th i s  peri od the 

child has been concerned w i th developing c ontrols of early 

physical proces s e s. Learning s during thi s  st age are a s soci ­

ated w i th the development of o b ject relat ions . The theoret ­

ical posi t i on places empha s i s  on the genital w i sh the chi ld 

has for the parent of the oppos ite sex. A gradual change 

in o b ject relati ons i s  no ted. Emphas i s  shif t s  to  newly a c ­

celerated sexual intere s t s .  The attendant frus tration s  

seem to b e  rela tively s imple f or b oys  as  compared t o  the 

seemingly more complic ated shift for the g irl . Oftent imes , 

especi ally for g i rl s ,  dis turbance in th i s  area i s  noted 

from the carry -over of ho s t i le reac ti ons for the identifie d  

parent . Unsat i s factory res olut ion of the confl i c t s  of thi s 

peri od seem to  be renewed in t he adul t through such be­

haviors a s  overtly courageous behavi or and tendency to  a t ­

tack f i rs t ;  furthermore, relationship s tend t o  be immature . 

C artoon VII, Identi fic ation Pro cess , relates to the 

resolution of the Oedipus c onfl ict  and i s  c losely ass o c i ­

ated with Cart oon X, Ego-Ideal . Normal re solut ion of the 

conflict is  a c companied by i dentific at ion w i th the parent 

of t he s ame sex . Since this res olut i on s eems t o  indic ate a 

rivalry pos it i on,  the individual tends t o  incorporate w i th­

in himself the charac ter i s t i c s  of t he one c on s idered 
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successful. Oftentimes the internalization of these 

parental prohibitions and concerns are interpreted as being 

even more severe than they are in reality. Presumably when 

the individual has identified with the same sex parent, 

that parent has served as a succe s sful model. The indi­

vidual perceives that parent as possessing the ideals toward 

which she is striving. Cartoon X was desi gned to reveal 

those inner strivings. 

Reliability and Validity of the Blac ky Pictures 

A wide variety of data gathering devices have been 

used in all areas of scientific investigation. Probably not 

any of these devices have been more controversial in regard 

to reliability than those designated as projective tech­

niques. The question of reliab ility regard ing tests useful 

in investigating personality dynamics continues to plague 

the personality research worker. The use of concrete de­

scriptions, absolute measurements, classificatory systems, 

and cate gories that are considered to lend specificity to 

some areas of investi gation are questionable in investi­

gating the dynamics of personality . Considerable critic ism, 

especially from those concerned with conventional research 

orientations, has been directed toward the validation of 

projective tests. At the same time, many personality re­

search w orkers themselves are concerned with and are seeking 

more precise methodology. 



32 

Critics have cited the lack of clear cut statements 

of theoretical concepts for guiding the construction of pro -

jective tests. They have also indicated that a conceptual 

system to be used in interpretation is lacking. For example, 

Macfarlane and Tuddenham (27) state that "not all investi-

gators with explicit theories have selected test materials 

systematic ally in accor dance with the theories. " They cite 

the Thematic Apperception Test as an example, and because 

• . • this particular test was constructed with 
a well-formulated catalogue of needs available, 
one might have expected that the test materials 
would be chosen systematically to elicit at least 
the principal ones. 

The Bla cky Pictures are pointed out as unique in this par­

ticular aspect of test construction ordinarily used. 

The Blacky Pictures differ, in that the stimu­
lus cards were drawn to constitute a systematic 
canvass of situations assumed in Freudian theory 
to be critical for psychosexual development. The 
Blacky Pictures are conditioned by the adequacy 
of the theory and design upon which they rest. 
But since the stimulus materials were selected on 
a systematic rationale, alternate forms to te st 
reliab i lity can be constructed (27). 

Some writers seem to express concern that pro blems 

relating to the validation of pro jective devices may not be 

solely in the projective device, but that the currently 

used research tools of v alidat ion may them selves be inade-

quate. 

Macfarlane and Tuddenham (27) raise the question, 

"Are our currently used research tools of validation 
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adequate to the task or assessing the scientiric worth or 

projective devices ? "  In discussing this question they c on-

tinue: 

The Blacky Pictures suggest a good approach ror 
assessing the reliability with which ou r tests 
sample a domain, and this could help in establish­
ing tests or greater accuracy than current ones in 
use. 

They also point to a variety or dirriculties in 

treating projective test data by statistical methods: 

One dirriculty is the development or objective 
scores which will rerlect the integrity or Gestalt 
or the personality . Without such scores sub­
jective judgment must be resorted to which may 
conround test reliability with judge reliability. 

Granick and Schne rlen (15) suggest: 

And more important, perhaps, is the relationship 
between test reliability and stability or pe rs onal­
ity . Since behavior is not usually consistent, 
ma rked dirrerences in responses might be expected 
on repeated administration or a test. The pe rson­
ality is assumed, however, to have a basic organi­
zation which should be rerlected in the test re­
sponses. Reliability, thererore, may be expected 
where the clinical reatures a re used as a basis 
ro r measurement . 

It appears that the lack or research concerned with 

validating projective tests does not necessarily indicate 

that research cannot be designed which will lend validity, 

but rathe r indicates the orientation or the worke rs. Then, 

too, it must be remembered that projective tests have, by 

and large, been "shaped to meet exigencies or the clinical 

situati on and they were badly desi gned ror ev aluation by 
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me ans of traditional psychome tri c proce dure s "  ( 15 ) . 

Two s tudies , us ing the B l acky Te s t ,  have b e en re ­

ported whi ch seem to  have a b e ar ing upon the pre s ent in­

ve s tigation . Teevan ( 38) , using the B lacky Te s t  as a 

di agno s ti c  in strument , s ought to d e termine whe ther or no t 

personali ty factors we re c orre late d w i th the choice of an 

are a of spe c i ali zation in coile ge . Magnus sen ( 25 ) , s timu­

lated by Tee van ' s s tudy, attempted to d e te rmine whe the r the 

B lac!Y Picture s w ere ade quate me asure s to apprai se  per s on ­

ali ty factors whi ch had previ ous ly been found t o  b e  corre ­

lated with a cho i ce of undergradua te fie lds of spe cial i za­

tion in c ol l e ge . He conclude d that the B lacky Pic ture s are 

fairly ade quate me asures for apprai s ing personali ty var i ­

abl e s  as  the se factors are re lated to  undergraduate f i e ld s  

of spe cial i z ation .  

B .  TRADITI ONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Des cription of the TFI Scale 

The Blac ky Pi cture s ( de s cri bed in the pre c e ding s e c ­

tion )  were used in thi s s tudy i n  an a ttempt  to  reve al the 

dynami c s  of behavior . I t  was also considered important t o  

use some other device  sui table for personali ty a s se ssment . 

There are a number of ways  the addi tional data needed 

might have been s e cure d .  However, an effort has b e en made 

to use those  ins truments which seemed like ly to tap the 
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moti vating factors unde rlying b ehavior . I t  was not c on­

s idered appropria te to u s e  me thod s which t en d  to reveal or 

to c onf i rm  only overt b ehavior . Ba s i c  per sonal ity may , or 

may not , be  reve aled in ove rt behavior . More l ike ly than 

not, i t  i s  ne ce s s ary t o  us e those method s by whi ch subtle ­

tie s and covert a spe c ts of pe r s onali ty might be made more 

a s s e s s ab l e . 

Furthermore , i t  seeme d that along w ith the Blacky 

Picture s ,  s ome dev i ce from whi ch one mi ght infe r probable 

act i on on t he part of t he indiv idual,  would be  mos t prom­

i s ing . For example , it i s  not enough t o  find out from t he 

Blacky Picture s t hat an ind ividual has strong dependency 

need s .  How i s  s he l ikely to go a bou t s ati sfying the s e  

need s ?  W i l l  s he s e e k  cre ative outle ts  f or hand l ing the s e  

dependency ne eds , or will she exploi t those about her? 

The r e  s e ems to be incre as ing evidence that the c om­

plex phenomena of b a s i c  pe rsonali ty s truc tur e ope rate s  in 

all a spe cts  of an indiv idual ' s  pe rformance . Likewi se , the 

qual ity of one ' s  pe rforman ce in v ar i ous  role s i s  more and 

more re c ognized a s  influenced by pe rsonal qual i ti e s  that 

pre d i spose one t o  move tow ard a given role or t o  move away 

from i t . 

The m a j or emphas is in thi s  s tudy was  placed upon in­

ve s t igating the person a l i ty s tructure of g i rl s  pursuing 

se lected areas of spe c i al i zati on in c olle ge ,  e spe c ially 



those  s e le c t ing home e conomic s .  I t  i s  generally agreed 

that the home i s  of  utmo s t  importance in influencing the 

growth and deve lopment of chi ldren .  The role of the mother 

i s  of c ruc i al importance . We know from the w e alth of clini ­

cal data alone that much adult maladjus tment can of ten be 

trace d dire ctly to  faulty parent -child relat ionship s . Num­

erous wri ter s  have po inted up the s ignific ance of ade quate 

mothering. The disas trous effe c t s  of a poor home environ­

ment have l i kewi s e  been d i s cus s e d . 

I t  is  generally b e lieved that the home play s an im­

portant role in the deve lopment of attitudes .  Con s i derab le 

re sear ch has been devo ted to at t i tude me asu rement .  Se rious  

effort has been made t o  s tudy att i tudes and the ir subseque nt 

effect upon behavior . 

Re search w orkers have benefited from the re s e arch 

which grew out of spe c i f i c  ne e ds dur ing the Se cond Wor ld 

War . At t hat t ime , there was an acute need for tho se te ch­

nique s and procedure s wh ich would be he lpful in s creening 

pers onne l for the arme d f orce s , part i cularly that pe rs onn e l  

needed i n  the Off ice of Strategic Command . De v i ce s  were 

ne ede d to  s e cure informa t ion regarding an indi vidual ' s  

ide ologic al orientations . Those dev i ce s whi ch we re deve loped 

have be come incre as ingly useful in the who le are a  of per s on­

ali ty ass e s sment . They have me rited cons ide rable recogni ­

tion as valuable research t oo l s . 
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One o f  the mor e  w id e ly re c ogni z e d  r e s e ar ch pro j e c t s  

i n  thi s are a w a s  tha t  d one by Ado rno e t  a l .  ( 1 ) .  E s s e n ­

t i ally the i r  inve s t i g a t i on s  w e r e  d ire c t e d  t oward find ing 

the p e r s onal ity c orre l ate s of ant i -Semi t i sm .  I t  w a s  b e -

l i e ve d  that the pot ent i al ly f a s c i s t i c  indiv idual w o u l d  b e  

su s ce p t i b l e  t o  antidemo c r at i c propagand a ;  tha t  the ind i ­

v idual ' s  p o tent i a l  f or d e mo cr a t i c  o r  ant id emo c r a t i c  thought 

and a c t ion w ould be f ound in the d e e p e r  pe r sonal i ty trend s . 

The s tud ie s r e l a t ing t o  the auth or i t ar i an p e r sonal ­

i ty i nve s t iga te d a number of i d e o log i e s a s  a me ans of 

me asur ing i d e o l o gi c al trend s . The s e  inve s t ig a ti ons i n clud e d  

{ a )  the s tudy o f  ant i - Se mi t i c  i d e o lo gy ;  ( b )  the s tudy o f  

e thn o centri c i de o l o gy ; { c )  the p o l i t i c o -e conomi c i d e o l o gy 

and g roup memb ershi p  in re l a t i on to e thno c e nt ri c i sm ;  { d )  

e thno cen t r i c i sm in r e l at i on t o  s ome r e l i g i ous a t t i tude s 

and prac t i c e s ; { e ) the me a surement o f  imp l i c it ant i d emo c r a t ­

i c  trend s ; and ( f )  e thno c e ntr i c i sm in r e l a t i on to inte l l i ­

gen c e  and e du ca t i on . The inve s t i gat or s  { 1 )  d e f ine d ide o l o gy 

a s  " ·  . . An or gani z a t i on of o p inion s ,  a t t i tude s ,  and 

value s - -a way of th i nking a b out man and s o c ie ty . "  

Each inve s t igati on c ontr ibut e d  t o  a b ro adening c o n ­

cep t i on of t he ant i demo cra t i c  ind i v i dual . The i s o l ate d a t -

t i tude s ,  opini ons , and v alue s s e e me d  t o  p o int up a r e l a ­

t iv e l y  uni f ie d c onf i gur at i on .  The a u thor s  { 1 )  s t a te : 

• • • I d e o l o gy reg ar d ing e a ch s o c i al are a mus t  
b e  r e g arde d a s  a fac e t  of the to tal pe r s on and an 



expre s s i on of more central ( " subideologi c al" ) 
psychologic al di spos i t i ons . 

In other words , the r e s e ar ch find ings ranged from surfac e 

ide ology to  l arge ly un cons c i ous trai t s  of the sub je c t s .  

The s c ale deve loped to measure the se per sonality 

character i s t i c s  has b e come known as the F ( for fas c i sm )  

s cale . I t  ha s been found that the individual who s core s 

high on thi s  scale tends to p o s s e s s  a number of the char-

acter i s t i c s  des cribed as authoritariani sm. Since  the work 

of tho se inve s t i gators , the term " authoritarian personal i ­

ty" has b e c ome widely used i n  reference t o  indivi duals 

pos s e s s ing s imi lar characteri s t i c s .  Many re s e arch workers 

concerned w ith pe rsonal i ty a s s e s sment , have e i the r use d  

the F-s cale , o r  have patterne d their re se arch along s imil ar 

line s . 

Proceeding on the as sumpt ion that ideo logy may b e  

symptomati c  of a b a s i c  per sonality struc tur e ,  Levins on and 

HufrMan ( 22 )  deve loped a me asure of traditional family 

ideology and inve s tigated i t s  re lati on to the authoritar i an 

dimens ion of per sonality . They placed the ideological 

orientat i ons re garding fami ly funct i on ing and s t ructure 

along an autocrat i c-democrat ic continuum. 

The autocrat i c  ex treme i s  repre sented by various 
forms of traditi onal family ide ology--viewpoint s 
whi ch involve an hierarchical c on cept ion of 
familial re lationshi p s ,  empha s i s  on d i s cipline in 
child re aring, sharp dicho tomization of sex ro le s , 
and the l i ke . The democratic  orientat ions  tend 



to decentrali ze authority within the ramily ,  to  
seek gre ater equality in hus band -wire and parent ­
child relationship s ,  and to maximize individual 
selr de termination . 

In thi s  context , emphas i s  on di s cipline in chi ld re aring 
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rere rs  to extreme and harsh di s c ipline or a punitive nature 

in c ontrast t o  that di scipline nec e s s ary ror the deve lop-

ment or inne r c ontrol s .  

Levinson and Hurrman { 22 )  s e le cted  rive aspe cts  of 

the authori t arian pe rs onality syndrome as b as e s  for the 

construction o f  the ir Traditi onal Family Ideo logy S c ale . 

The five var iable s sele cted we re : 

I .  Conventionali sm 

I I . Authori tarian Submi s s ion 

I I I . Exagge rated Mas culinity and Feminini ty 

IV . Extreme Emphas i s  on Disc ipline 

V .  Morali s t i c  Re j e ct ion of Impulse Life 

Thes e  particular aspe c t s  were s e le cte d b e c ause they s eeme d  

t o  repre sent focal point s o f  me aning and affe ct wi thin the 

sphere of family ide o logy . 

The author s  { 22 )  s tate that " the se var i able s are not 

thought to be mutually exclus ive or s t atisti c ally independ­

ent , and they, the refore , will not translate into five 

mutually exc lus ive sub s core s . " 

Spe cifi c hypothe s e s  guiding the r e s e arch through 

whi ch the TFI Sc ale was c onstruc ted included :  



(a ) That individual s are relatively consistent 
in their tendency to take a democratic 
stand on the diverse issues  of family life. 

( b ) That individuals are relatively consistent 
in their tendency to take a democratic or 
autocratic stand in various ideological 
spheres. 

(c ) That the democratic-autocratic continuum 
of family ideology i s  as sociated with the 
equalitarian-authoritarian continuum of 
personality . 
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In view of the fact that the way one think s regarding 

family structure and functioning i s  likely to affect one' s 

action s, it seemed desirable to try to identify such orienta -

tiona. It was on thi s basi s  that the deci sion wa s made to 

use the TFI Scale in this exploratory study . 

In order to view more clearly the probable signifi-

cance of using this instrument , a brief de scription of the 

personality variable s the scale is  designed to mea sure seems 

appropriate. 

I. Conventionalism 

One of the more widely recognized characteristic s  of 

the authoritarian syndrome is conventionali sm. The con­

ventional individual tends to adopt a rigid, uncompromising 

approach to life. There exi st s a notable lack of spon-

taneity, originality, and individuality . 

In defining conventionalism, Levinson and Huffman 

( 22 ) state : 

Conventionalism i s  the attribute of a conscience 
which i s  poorly internalized and in a sen se 



ego -alien. It makes the person particularly de­
pendent on the immediate external authority to 
whom he turns for simple, morally proper defini­
tions of what is required in each situation. 

II. Authoritarian Submission 
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Individuals who are basically oriented in this direc­

tion exhibit a restricted range of behavior. Interpersonal 

relationships are conceived in power hierarchies. There is 

a strong need for mastery over others and an avoidance of 

concern with the inner thoughts of people. Dogmatism 

serves their need to protect themselves against forces con­

sidered by them as overpowering. Levinson and Huffman (22 ) 

state: 

Obedience to authority becomes a cardinal virtue; 
it is as much the duty of the authority to domi­
nate as the duty of the subordinate to submit , 
and the infallibility of the authority must be 
questioned by neither . 

III. Exaggerated Masculinity and Femininity 

The authoritarian pe rsonality shows a strong tendency 

to make sharp distinctions between the sexes. The qualities 

of power , strength , and ruggedness denote , for them, the 

truly masculine. In contrast to these masculine qualities, 

the authoritarian defines femininity as the absence of 

aggress iveness, achievement aspirations , and sensuality . 

IV . Extreme Emphasis � Discipline 

Contrary to what one tends to infer from the authori -

tarian ' s  overt behavior, he seeks relief from person al 
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responsi bility. He finds it easy to rely on external 

authority. Extreme emphasis on discipline becomes a me ans 

for placing responsibility on external powers, in contrast 

to the development of inner freedom and internal control. 

An attempt is made to com bine the emotions of fear and re­

spect through strict adherence to imposed rules and regula­

tions. Unquestioning o bedience to external authority is 

sought and expected. 

V. Moralistic Rejection of Impulse �ife 

The authoritarian personality is threatened by any 

acceptance of impulse life. For him, it must be inhi bited 

or denied. Authoritarians attempt to instill similar be­

liefs in children and adolescents, practically demanding 

that conformity to rigidly dichotomized definitions of 

masculinity and femininity be accepted. Concerted effort 

is made to see that children develop defenses against 

wishes or behavior that is regarded as appropriate to the 

opposite sex. 

Although there are many ways of describing the 

authoritarian personality syndrome, the a bove character­

istics seem to be common to many different categories . 

Reliability and Validity of the Traditional Family Ideology 

Scale 

It wil l  be recalled that the authors of the Tradi­

tional Famili Ideology Scale employed techniques similar to 
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those used in the "authoritarian personality "  research. 

Internal consistency of the TFI Scale was esta blished by the 

item analysis method u sing the Discriminatory Power tech­

nique . The authors (22 ) state , " The Discrimin atory Power 

(DP) of an item reflects its a bility to differentiate be-

tween extreme high scores and extreme low scores (the upper 

and lower 25 per cent) on the total score. " They reported 

a fairly adequate de gree of reliability and internal con­

sistency of the TFI Scale in its initial form and also sig­

nificant relationships with several independent measures. 

Prediction was made that the TFI Scale would corre-

late significantly with the E and F scales of the research 

by Adorno et al. ( 1 ) . A correlation of . 65 with the E scale 

and . 73 with the F scale was found on the sample studied. 

Levinson and Huffman { 22 )  state: 

The correlation with the E is evidence that 
traditional family ideology, as represented by the 
TFI Scale, is part of a larger syndrome of auto­
cratic ideology. The correlation of TFI with F ,  
taken together with earlier clinical studies of 
personality differences between extreme high and 
low scorers on E, indicates that the democratic ­
autocratic continuum of family ideology is related 
to e qualitarian-authoritarian continuum of person­
ality. 

Further investigation was made in relation to some 

religious preferences and practices. It was found that per­

sons whose religious affiliations were different from that 

of their parents were less ethnocentric on the average than 
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persons who c ont inue in t he parental religion.  The authors 

( 22 )  state : 

Thus ,  to a s tati s t i c ally s ignificant degre e ( 5  per 
cent leve l ) , change away from the p aren tal re­
ligi ous p attern is  a s s o c ia ted w i th a more e qual i ­
tarian c onception o f  the family.  

In ano the r  inve s t igation the authors ( 22 )  repor t :  

An abbreviate d ,  12-i tem form of the TFI Scale 
was pre s ented t o  f ive groups ( N  = 507 ) in the 
Bos ton are a .  The gro up means ave raged 3 2 . 6 , the 
SD ' s 10 . 7 .  The reliability of thi s  form i s  
about . 9 . I n  thes e  groups TFI corre lated i n  the 
ne ighb orhood of . 6  w i th t he�hnocentric ism 
Scale , . 7  with the Authori tari an i sm Scale , and 
. 5  with the Religious Conventionali sm Scale . 

C .  CHAPTER S UMMARY 

Thi s chapt er has de s cri bed the two di agno s t i c  instru­

ments used in the pre sent inve stigation : 

A .  The Blacky Pic ture s and the five se le cted per ­

sonali ty dimens i ons used in thi s s tudy, Oral Erot i c i sm, 

Oral S adi sm, Oedipal Intens i ty,  Identifi cation Proce ss and 

Ego -Ideal . 

B .  The Trad i ti onal Fami ly Ide ology Scale and the 

five personal i ty variable s included in this s c ale : Con-

venti onali sm, Authori t arian Submis s ion, Exaggerated Mas cu-

linity and Femininity, Extreme Emphasis  on Di s cipline , and 

Morali st i c  Re j e ct ion of Impul se Life . 

Emphas i s  has al s o  been placed upon the reli abi lity 

and validity of the se two ins trument s . 



CHAPTER IV 

PROCEDURE 

The procedure s us ed in the study are pre sented under 

the fo llowing he adings : A .  Sub j e cts , B. Data Colle ct ion, 

and C .  Tre atment of the Data . 

A .  SUBJECTS 

The subje cts partic ipating in thi s s tudy we re forty­

e ight whi te female s tudents enrolled in t he University of 

Tenne s s ee , 1959 -60 . Four are as of spe c i ali zat ion were 

chosen--home e conomi c s ,  liberal ar t s ,  bus ine s s  adminis tra­

tion,  and nur s ing.  Sophomore s and seniors repre senting 

e ach of the areas  ( e ight groups in all ) were  inv i ted  to par­

t i c ipate in the study . 

In an at tempt to s e cure s tudent s  s incere ly intere sted  

in  t he fie ld of spe c iali zat ion ,  s e le c tion was  limited to  

students who rated in  the upper  10  pe r c ent of  the ir clas s 

s cholast i cally . Other factor s influencing the c ho i ce of 

sub j e c t s  were age , sex, and mari tal s tatus . The age range 

of the to t al p opulation included those from seventeen to 

twenty-four ye ars of age . Only single s ub j e ct s  were used .  

A lis t of all women s tudent s c l assified a s  sophomore s 

and s eniors was se cured from the Dean of Admi s s i ons and 

Re cords Office . All student s  on the l i s t  were ranked 
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acc ording t o  the ir grade p oint average . The upper 10 per 

cent was  s e le cted from e ach are a of  spe c iali zation and for 

e ach group, s ophomore s and s eniors . The group repr e senting 

the nur se s  w a s  selected on a somewhat different basi s .  ( Se e  

page 48 . )  

The c la s s  s chedule for e ach s tudent in all four are as  

was s e cured from t he re cords on file in the Off i c e  of the 

Dean of Wome n .  A tentative s chedule w a s  made up o f  pos s i b le 

date s on whi ch sub j e c t s  would be a ske d to take the sele c ted 

te s t s .  It  was  pos s i b le to  s chedule all s tudents on e i ther 

Tue sday or Thursday afternoon s between the hours of two and 

four o ' clo c k .  

The Dean o f  the C olle ge o f  Home Economic s  was aske d  

to write  a le tter t o  the so phomore s and seniors i n  the C o l ­

lege of Home Economi c s  who were s e le c te d  to p artic ipate in 

the s tudy . Le tters were then sent from her office  briefly 

stating the nature of the r e s e arch for which the sub j e ct s  

were be ing a ske d t o  c oope rate . Sub j e c t s  were re que s ted to 

confirm the ir wi llingne s s  to c oope rate in the study within 

a spe c ified pe riod of t ime . One hundred per cent coopera­

tion was  se cured from thi s group . 

Since the s ituati on in the College s of Liberal Arts  

and Busine ss  Adminis tration differed s omewhat from that in  

the Colle ge of Home Economi c s , a different approach was  

made in s e curing students  in  t ho se college s . Le tters w ere 
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s ent t o  t he De an of the College of Bus i ne s s  Admini s trat i on 

and the De an of the C ollege of Li beral Art s  brie fly s ta t ing 

the nature of the re se ar ch proble m and the proce dure t o  b e  

used for invi ting the s ub j e c t s  repre sent ing e ach of the s e  

two c ol le ge s t o  par t i c ipate i n  the s tudy. I t  w as further 

sugge s ted tha t the f inding s of t he  s tudy would b e  s ent  t o  

the Deans  upon t he ir r e que s t .  

C ontac t s  w i th the s ub je c t s  i n  the Colle ge of Bus ine s s  

Admin i s tra t i on and C olle ge of Li beral Art s  w ere  mad e  through 

the Dean of Wome n.  Sinc e all of the sub j e c t s were not only 

high in the ir a cademi c  rat ing, but a l s o  a ct i v e  in var i ous  

campus affair s ,  t he De an of Women knew them pe r s onally and 

w orke d w i th them. A le t te r  was sent t o  e ach s ub j e c t  brie fly 

s tating the re s e arch prob lem and re que s t ing the sub j e c t s ' 

coopera t i on .  All sub j e c t s  who were r e que s ted t o  p art i c i p ate 

in the s tudy agre ed to do s o. 

Date s w e re se t up f or the admini s t re.t i on of the te s t s  

t o  the three group s ,  home e conomi c s ,  busine s s  admini s tra­

t ion , and l i beral art s , after all  sub j e ct s  had been i nv i t e d  

and t he i r  c onsent had b een s e cured f or part i cipation .  S ince 

it was not ne ce s s ary f or all s ub j e c t s  in a g iven are a  t o  

t ake t he t e s t s at the s ame t ime , al ternat ive dat e s  were in­

c luded . In thi s w ay i t  w as pos s i ble for s tudents repre s ent ­

ing different are a s  to  t ake the t e st a t  the s ame t i me. Ea ch 

s tudent could s chedule a d ate ac cording to her convenie n ce . 
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Furthermore , student s in no one are a  had any added ad­

vantage over those  in other a c ademi c group s . If the re were 

any d ifferences in adminis trat ion,  they would tend to can­

cel themse l ve s .  

Although a Pre -nurs ing Curri culum i s  offered at the 

Univer s i ty of Tenne ssee , the senior group pursuing thi s  cur ­

ri culum i s  no t in re s idence o n  the local c ampus . In fac t ,  

the organ i z ation of thi s  program doe s no t conform to the 

organi zation of the curriculum in othe r areas from whi ch the 

sample w a s  drawn . In order to secure a group from the are a  

o f  nur s ing , then, a reque s t  w a s  made t o  the Dire ctor of 

Nur s ing, Eas t  Tenne s s e e  B apt i s t  Ho spi tal,  Knoxv i ll e ,  f or 

sub je c t s  repre senting nurs ing . Approval was  g iven gra­

c ious ly . Plans were then made with the D ire ctor of Student 

Nurs ing Education regarding the de tai ls  of the prob lem. 

The s enior nurs ing s tudent s of Eas t Tenne s s ee Baptist  

Ho spi tal were at that t ime e nrolled in  a child deve lopment 

c la s s  in the Department of Child Development and Family Re ­

l ationships , College of Home Economi c s ,  Univers ity of 

Tenne s see . Thi s was a s ervice bei ng rendered to  the ho spi­

tal and one which had been initi ated at the b e ginning of  the 

academic ye ar ,  1959-60 . Joint arrangements were then made 

wi th t he Dire ctor of Nur s ing Educ ati on and the Department of 

Child Development and Fami ly Relati onships for a part of the 
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re gularly s che duled class  pe ri od w i th the group to b e  used 

for the te s t ing . 

The te s t s  were admini s tered to the e ntire group . The 

te s t s  used in the analys i s  of the findings ,  were re stricted 

to  those  repre senting the upper 10 pe r cent of the group . 

The s ame c ri teria for se le ction of subj e c t s  applied t o  all 

group s .  

The se cond group of nurses  used w as known as the pre ­

clini c al group . Be cause of the s trict  s chedule nurse s 

follow ,  the t e st s  w ere admini stered t o  thi s  group on Satur ­

day morning at ten o ' clo ck .  Arrangement s were made f or the 

sub j e c t s  t o  be brought to the C o llege of Home Economi c s  and 

the te s ts were adminis tered under the s ame general condit i ons 

as for all o ther group s . 

B .  DATA COLLEC TI ON 

Two di agno stic  ins truments were used in thi s study: 

1 .  The major instrument was  compri sed of a serie s 

of five c artoons from the Blacky Picture s .  An e xamination 

of the Blacky Pi cture s reve ale d that no t all of the c artoons 

seemed pertinent to t he propos e d  s tudy .  Therefore , a pilot 

study was c onducted w ith four groups of s tudent s enrolled 

in the University of Tenne s s e e  dur ing the summer,  1959 . 

The s e le c tion of cartoons which s e emed appropriate to  be  

used in  the major study was  made on  the b as i s  of the 
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findings from the pilot s tudy . 

2 .  The se cond instrument for se curing data used in 

this study was  the Tradi t i onal Fam i ly I deol ogy ( TFI ) Scale . 

This s c ale  was s e le cted for the purpose  of providing data 

which might shed s ome light on s ome of the i deologi cal 

orientati ons re garding fami ly s tructure  and func t ioning . 

Admini s tration of The Blacky Pi ctur e s  

The f orm f or the B lacky Pictures was pre sented to  

e ach sub j e c t .  The form consi s te d  of twe lve she e t s . Each 

she e t  was l abe led with the appropriate c ar toon numbe r;  two 

she e ts were used for e a ch cartoon and one she et for rating 

c artoons , like or d i s l i ke . A s e le ct ion w a s  made of the 

cartoon l iked be s t ,  and the cartoon liked leas t .  Explana­

t i ons  were g i ven for e ach s e le ction .  

Although the r e c ords had been carefully che cked ,  i t  

seemed appropriate to provide an additi onal c he ck to  s e e  i f  

any irregulari tie s ,  a ccording to  the e s tab lished criteria ,  

had occurred i n  the sele cti on o f  sub j e ct s .  Sub je c t s  were 

asked t o  give certain ident i f i cation information on a cover 

sheet . Two sub je cts did n o t  me e t  t he e stabli shed criteri a ;  

one was a young widow , the o the r  w as beyond the spe cified 

age range . The next two high ranking s ub j e cts  in that area 

of spe c i ali zation we re then a ske d to cooperate i n  the study . 

The pro c e dure followed w as that  re commende d  by Blum 

( 7 ) , f or the group admini s tration of t he B lacky Pi c ture s . 
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Students were ins truc ted no t to turn any given p age of the 

form given them until  a signal was given by the experimenter . 

An opaque pro j e c tor was used for pro j e c t ing the c artoons up-

on the s cree n .  Two minute s were allowed f or wri ting t he 

spontane ous story whi ch the c artoon sugge ste d  to t he s ub­

j e c t . Following the comple tion of the spontane ous s to ry ,  

nine ty s e c ond s were allowed for answering the inquiry que s -

tions accompanying the cartoon . The same procedure was 

followed for each of t he s ub s e quent four c artoons . The sub -

jects  then rate d the cartoons e i ther ,  like o r  di slike .  A 

selec tion was made a s  t o  the cartoon like d  be s t  and the car-

toon l i ked le as t . An explanati on was  given  a s  to why the 

parti cular carto on was cho s en . Approximate ly thirty min-

ute s we re use d  f or the admin istration of the B l a cky Pic ­

ture s . The t ime included coll e c t ing the papers . 

Admini s trat ion of the TFI Scale 
������--� -- --- ---

The TFI Scale was admini s tered to the e i ght groups 

of sele cted students following the c ompletion of the B l acky 

Pi ctures . The sub je ct s  were g iven mimeographed c opi es  of 

the forty-item s cale t oge ther with answer she e t s  appropr i -

ate f or me chan i c al s coring . Instruct i ons were given for 

marking t he scale . The s ub j e cts were to indic ate the degree 

of the ir  agreement or d i sagreement w i th e a ch i tem on a s cale 

ranging from +3 ( s trong agre ement ) to  -3 ( strong disagre e ­

ment ) .  A high s core on the te st repre sent e d  s trong 
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adherence to "tradi tional " or autocrat i c  family ideology , 

as c once ive d  in the base s for se tting up the s cale ; a low 

s core repr e s ented oppos ition to  thi s vi ewpoint . I t  i s  im-

portant to ke ep in mind ,  when re ading the re sults  of the 

t e s t ,  that the s core s are in reverse when viewed with usual 

te s t  re sults . 

C .  TREATMENT OF THE DATA 

The B lacky Pi cture Protocols  

The Blacky Pic ture pro to c o l s  were s ubmitted to the 

experimente r ' s  major a dviser after the te s t  was admini s tered 

to  e ach group of sub j e c t s . All i dentifying material was de -

le ted and a random number was ass i gne d to e ach pro tocol . 

The procedure for scoring was that re commende d  by Blum (7 ). 

In explaining how the s c ores  are o btaine d ,  Blum ( 6 )  s tate s : 

Score s are re corded in terms of thre e c ategori e s  
of involvement :  "Very s trong " ( ++ ) ; "Fairly strong" 
( + ) ; and "Weak or ab sent " ( O ) .  Thus , an individual ' s  
te s t  re spons e s  are expre s se d  a s  a profile of s c ore 
along the dimens i on .  • • • A sub j e ct ' s  s core 
(++ or + or 0 )  on any s ingle d imens ion is b as e d  upon 
the data from four s ource s :  Spont ane ous Story , In­
quiry, Cartoon Preference , and Related C omment s on 
other cartoons . 

The se f our source sc ore s are then c omb ined into an over-

all dimensi onal score ( ++ or + or  0 )  which appe ars in the 

profile for e ach are a  of spe c i al i zation represente d  in the 

study . ( Se e  Appendix , Table s I ,  II , III , IV . )  
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The over-all dimens i on al s core was  used  a s  a b as i s  

for e stabl i shing inter-rater re liab ility of the ob tained 

s core s and for the s tati stical tre atment of the data .  A 

re liability che ck  was made by having a random s ample of ten 

Blacky protocols scored by a clinical psychologi s t  who is  a 

s taff member of the Department of Psychology, University of 

Tenne s s e e . The di s crepancie s between the s core s obtaine d 

by the rater and the experimenter were mino r .  They were 

within the raw score of  a parti cular d imension and only on 

the ob je ctive part of that dimensi on .  A di s cu s s i on of the 

discrepanc i e s  found , indi cated that they were due to over ­

sights i n  c he cking the o b j e ctive p art o f  the te s t ,  thus 

it was agreed that 100 per c ent agre ement was achieved by  

the two s c orers . 

The s ub j e ct ' s  s core s  were tabulated under two c ate­

gorie s :  ( a )  tho se showing neutral re sponse s (0), and ( b )  

tho se  showing d i s turban c e  response s  ( + ) . The dis turb ance 

re sponse (+) repre sent s the subje c t ' s  combine d re sponse s 

that were "very strong" ( ++ )  and " Fairly strong" ( + ) . The 

s c ore s were converte d into percentage s for s tati stical 

treatment . Table V ,  in the Appendix of this  s tudy , shows 

the re sults o btained by e ach are a of spe c i al i zation .  

The s ignificance of difference b e tween pe rcentage s 

was  used to s e e  whe ther there were difference s between the 

four are as of spe c i ali zation on the five selected per s onali ty 
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dimens i ons a s  me asured by the Blacky P i c tures . The formu­

la sugge s ted by Garrett  { 14 ) for te s t ing the differenc e s  

betwe en percentage s was  used for s tat i s t i c al tre atment . 

Table VI , in the Appendix, shows t he re sul ts of the stat i s ­

t i cal tre atment of the data. 

The Tradi t ional Fami ly Ideology Scale 

The sub j e c t s  parti c ipati.ng in the pres ent s tudy were 

provided answe r s he e t s  for the TFI Scale whi ch were sui table 

for me chani cal s c oring. The s core s were computed mechani ­

cally by the Department of Bus i ne s s  Education ,  Univers i t y  of 

Tenne s se e ·. Six score s were c omputed f or e ach sub j e ct : a 

to tal s c ore ( s core made on the forty -item scale ) and a 

s c ore for each of the five personality variab l e s  included in 

the s cale . A fre quency table was se t up for the forty­

e ight sub j e c t s  on the to tal s core . ( Se e  Table V I I  in the 

Appendix . )  The s core s were then arranged into four group s  

according to  the are a o f  spec i ali zation repre sente d b y  t he 

sub je c t s . ( See  Appendix, Table VIII . )  Frequency tab le s 

were l i kewi se s e t  up for each are a of spe c i al i za ti on on 

e ach of the five personality variab les .  ( See  Appendix , 

Table s IX , X,  XI , XII ,  XI II . )  

Me an s c ore s ,  standard deviation s ,  a nd t - s c ore s we re 

computed .  The me an s core s for the three are a s , liberal 

arts ,  busine ss  adminis tration,  and nurs ing were c ompared 



w i t� the me an s core s of the home e conomi cs  group . ( See 

Appendix , Table s XIV , XV , XVI . ) 

The t - t e s t  for t e s t ing the s i gni fi c ance of differ­

ence b e tween me an s in small sample s ,  a s  sugge s ted by 

Garre t t  ( 14 ) ,  w a s  used for comparing the me ans of the s ix 

pos s i ble s core s of the four groups repre sented . Tabl e s 

were s e t  up t o  s how the obtained r e sult s .  ( Se e  Appendix , 

Tab le s XVI I , XV II I ,  XIX , XX, XXI , XXI I ,  XXI I I ,  XIV , XV . )  
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C HAPTER V 

PRESENTATI ON OF THE DATA 

A .  FINDINGS FROM THE BLACKY PICTURES 

The data  from the B lackY proto cols were analyzed ac­

cording to  the are a of spe ciali zation repres ented in  thi s  

study , home e conomi c s ,  li beral art s ,  b usiness admini stra­

tion, and nur s ing.  The r e sul t s  of the inve s tigation are 

summari zed in Tab les I ,  I I ,  I I I ,  IV , and V ,  in the Append ix 

of t hi s  study . 

I t  will  be re called that s core s ind i cating neutral 

re sponses ( 0 }  and d i sturb ance ( + } re sponse s have been ob­

taine d  on e ach of the five Blacky dimens ions . The dimen­

s ions are a s s o c i ated with the cartoons as follow s :  

C artoon Dimens i on 

C arto on I Oral Ero t i c i sm 

C artoon I I  Oral Sadism 

C artoon IV Oedi pal Intens i ty 

C ar toon VII  I dentification Process  

C artoon X Ego I deal  

The over -all dimens i onal s c ore has been used  in the 

stat i s t i c al analyse s .  I t  should be  kep t  in mind that 

neutral re sponse s repre sent the d e s irable s core . 
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Home Economic s  

The home e conomi c s  sub j e c t s  ob tained slightly more 

total neutral r e s ponse s  ( 55 . 29 per c ent ) than e ithe r of the 

othe r three groups . Bus ine s s  admini strat ion ranked s e c ond 

in to tal neutral re sponse s ( 55 . 00 per cent ) .  ( See Appendix , 

Table XXVI I . ) The home e conomic s  sub je ct s als o obtained 

more neutral re sponse s on thre e of the five B lacky dimen­

s ions , Oral Ero t i c i sm ( 7 0 . 59 per c ent ) ,  Oral Sadi sm ( 52 . 94 

per c ent ) ,  and Identif i c at ion Pro c e s s  ( 70 . 59 per cent ) than 

did the other three group s .  These sub j e c ts obtained t he 

lowe s t  number of neutral respons e s  on the Blacky dimens i on 

Oedipal Intens ity ( 17 . 65 per cent ) ,  and ranke d second on 

Ego I de al ( 76 . 47 per c ent ) .  ( See Appendix, Tab le V . ) The 

difference between the neutral re sponse s  of home e conomi c s  

sub j e c t s  and nurs ing sub j e cts  a s  to the to tal numb er of 

neutral response s indi cated that the two groups diffe r .  The 

difference was found to b e  s ignifi c ant at the 1 per c e nt 

leve l of c onf idence . The difference b e tween the neut ral re ­

spons e s  on Oral Ero ti c i sm was stat i s t ic ally s i gni fi cant at  

the 10  per  c ent leve l of c onfiden ce . The d i fference be ­

tween the neutral respons e s  on I dentifi cat ion Proce ss was  

s tati s t ically s i gnif i c ant at  the 5 per cent leve l of confi ­

denc e . ( See Appendix, Table VI . )  

Liberal Art s  

The re s e emed t o  be  no impre ss ive pattern for the 
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s core s of the li beral art s  sub j e c t s . They ranked third or 

fourth on neutral respons e s  on all of the Blacky dimens ions . 

The liberal arts group had the highe st  number of 

disturb ance s core s on two of the five Blacky dimension s ,  

Oral Eroti c i sm and Ego Ide al .  

Teevan ( 38 )  and Magnus sen ( 25 )  used only liberal 

arts s tudents for inve stigating whethe r or no t pe rsonality 

fac tor s are corre lated with the choi ce of an are a of 

spe c ial i zation in co llege . Each inve s t igator c lass ified 

the liberal arts subje cts into thre e divi s i on s . One div i ­

s ion w a s  des ignated a s  the li terature d ivi s ion, s ince the 

majority of sub j e cts  were from the English department . 

Both s tudi e s  reported that the li terature div i s ion obtained 

the hi ghe st disturb ance s core on Oral Ero t i c i sm .  Howeve r,  

the li beral arts  sub j e c t s  were tre ated as  one group in  th i s  

inve s ti gation .  They ob tained the hi ghe s t  di s turb ance s core 

on Oral Eroti c i sm of the four groups te sted .  

Bus ine s s  Admini stration 

The busine ss administration sub j e c t s  r anke d se cond 

on to tal neutral respons e s  ( 55 . 00 per cent ) .  They ob tained 

the highe s t  number of neutral re sponse s on two of the five 

B la cky dimens ions . The s core s on the se two Blacky dimen­

s i ons , however,  were not stat i s t i cally s ignif ic ant when c om­

pared w ith the score s of the home e conomi c s  sub j e c t s . Bus i ­

ne ss  admini s trati on subj e ct s  ob tained the i r  large st number 
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of neutral re sponses  on Ego I de al ( 87 . 50 per c ent ) and 

the ir  se cond large st  on Identifica tion Pro ce ss  ( 62 . 50 per 

cent ) . The ir disturb ance s core on Oral Sadi sm and Oedipal 

Intens ity was the s ame ( 62 . 50 per cent ) .  ( See Appendix , 

Table V ) . 

Nurs ing 

The sub je cts in the nurs ing group had c ons iderab ly 

higher disturb ance response s than neutral r e spons e s  on four 

out of five of the Blacky dimens ion s . Only the score on 

Ego I de al showed more neutral re sponse s ( 66 . 66 pe r cent ) , 

than disturb ance r e sponse s ( 33 . 33 per cent ) for this group . 

However , they w ere second in rank on neutra l re sponse for 

two of the Bla cky dimens ions , Oral Eroticism ( 44 - 44 per 

cent ) and Oedipal Intensity { 22 . 22 pe r c ent ) . I t  wi ll b e  

remembered that stati s t ically s i gnificant d ifferenc e s  on 

neutral respons e s  were found betwe en nurs ing sub je cts  and 

home e conomi c s  sub j e ct s  on two of the Blacky d imensions and 

on the total number of neutral r e s pons e s . Thi s seems to  

indic ate that the se two groups differ on the s e  d imens ion s . 

Compari s on of the Findings of Thi s Study with Blum ' s Study 

A ma jor aspect of Blum ' s ( 6 )  study was to s e e  if the 

B lacky Pic ture s would differenti ate b e tween male s and fe ­

male s .  The analys i s  of hi s data w as limi ted to those di ­

mens i ons for whi ch s tati stically s i gnificant d ifference s  
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ins ignificant findings were more c onjectural . 
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A compari son of the find ings of the pre sent s tudy 

with Blum ' s inve stigation reve als  s ome intere st ing trend s .  

I n  viewing the se  find ings ,  Blum ' s observat i ons will b e  sum­

mar i zed,  followed by a summary of the findings for the 

to tal population participating in thi s s tudy . 

Blum found that : 

1 .  ( a )  More female s than male s cho se the oral 

s adistic  alterna tive ( 3 ) in answer to the 

following que s tion on Cartoon I I :  "What will 

Blacky do next to Mama ' s  collar ? "  

1 )  Ge t t ired of it  and le ave i t  on the 

ground . 

2 )  Return it to Mama . 

3 )  Angri ly chew it  to  shred s . 

2 .  ( a )  The s core s for the female s  were l e s s  strong 

than for the male s on Oedipal Intensity .  

( b )  There was gre ater re tention of the pre ­

oedipal c omponent s  in female s than male ob ­

j e ct rel ationships .  Both pre -oe dipal and 

oedipal sele ct ions were poss i b le from C artoon 

IV . 

( c )  Signifi c antly more female s preferred to b e  

with the s ame sex parent . 
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3 · ( a ) Both male s and female s cho s e  " Papa" in  answer 

to the que s t i on re lating to c onfusion in the 

I dentifi cation Pro ce s s ,  "Who i s  Blacky mo s t  

like ly to obey- -Mama or Papa o r  Tippy? " 

Signifi cantly mor e male s than female s cho s e  

" Papa . "  

( b )  In answer to t he s e cond que s tion rel ating t o  

confus ion in ident ifi cation proce s s ,  "Whom 

would B lacky rathe r  patte rn her self after-­

Mama or  Papa or Tippy? " a greater per centage 

of male s said " Papa"  than female s s aid " Mama . " 

( c ) Females tende d to be  le ss dec i s ive in the ir  

answer to the a b ove que s ti ons . 

( d )  Signifi cantly more female s than males  sele cted 

the aggres s ive alternat ive for the que s ti on,  

"What would Blacky have an impul se  to do if 

she were in t he pos i t i on of  the toy dog? " 

The aggres s ive alternat ive was , " S tart 

f i ghting . '' 

4 .  ( a )  Signifi cantly more female s  than male s cho s e  

the pe ss imi s ti c  alterna tive "Very poor, " in 

answer to the question ,  "Actually, what are 

Blacky ' s  chance s of growing up to be like the 

figure in her dre am? " B lum noted that the 

Spontane ous S tori e s  wri tten by fema le s on thi s  
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cartoon were largely c oncerned with phy s i c al 

be auty of the i deal c artoon figure . 

The f indings from the pre sent s tudy us ing the Blacky 

Picture s and limited t o  female s  only are summari zed as 

follows : 

1 .  ( a )  Only one sub j e ct of t he forty-e ight chose  the 

s adi st i c  alternative , "Angrily chew it  to 

shreds , " to the que s t i on on C arto on I I ,  "What 

will  Blacky d o  next t o  Mama ' s  collar ? "  

2 .  ( a )  The highe s t  disturb ance s c ore s for all areas 

of spe c i ali zat ion were obtained on Oedipal 

Intens ity . 

( b )  Twenty-three sub j e c t s  ( 47 . 91 per cent ) pre ­

ferred the s ame sex parent ; s ixteen ( 33 . 33 

per cent ) preferred the oppo s i te sex parent ; 

and nine ( 18 . 7 5  per cent ) made no c hoice  or 

indi cated "Ne i ther . "  

( c ) An examinat i on of the Spontaneous Stori e s  in ­

dicated that many statements  were made which 

included pre -oedipal c omponents . 

3 · ( a )  Twenty-three ( 52 . 83 per cent ) of the sub j e c t s  

indicate d " Papa" in answer t o  t he que st ion,  

"Who i s  B lacky mos t  like ly to o bey--Mama or 

Pap a  or Tippy ? "  Seventeen ( 35 . 42 per cent ) 
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inde c i s ive . 
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( b )  In answer to the que s ti on ,  "Whom w ould Blacky 

rather pattern herself after- -Hama or Papa or 

Ti ppy? "  Twe lve ( 25 . 00 per cent ) indicated 

" Papa" ; thirty -two ( 66 . 66 per cent ) indi cated 

ttMama 11 ; three ( 6 .  25 per c ent ) were inde c i s ive . 

An intere sting ob servat ion was noted regarding 

thi s  point : ou t of the thirty-two ( 66 . 66 per 

cent ) who identified with "Mama , " nine teen 

( 59 . 38 per cent ) chose  the hostile  alterna ­

tive 4 )  in answer to the que st ion ,  "What 

would Blacky have an impulse to do if she 

were in the pos i tion of the toy dog? " 

1 )  Ge t frightened and hide . 

2 ) Stand the re and take i t .  

3 ) Ge t mad and sulk . 

4) Start fighting . 

B .  FINDINGS FROM THE TFI SCALE 

Score s Made E.z the Comb ine d Groups of Sophomore s and Sen iors 

The total population participating in thi s study was 

made up of a sele cted group of c ollege s tudents class ified 

as sophomore s and senior s  in the Unive rsity of Tenne s see  

during the academic ye ar 1959-60 .  A total s core ( s core made 
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on the for ty items included in the s cale ) for e ach student 

was o b taine d ,  toge ther with subs core s ( score s made on e ach 

of the p ersonality variables  of the s cale ) ,  making a total 

of s ix s core s  for e ach s ub j e c t .  Score s were arranged i n  

ascending order w ithout regard t o  the are a of spe ci al i z a ­

t ion repre s ented b y  the s ub j e ct .  Fre quency t ab le s  were s e t  

up for e ach o f  the s ix s core s .  ( See Appendix,  Table s VI I I ,  

IX , X, XI , XII ,  XIII . ) 

The po s s ible r ange for the s core s in thi s  s cale was 

from 40 to 280 . The s core s  for t he ent ire g roup of f or ty­

e ight sub j e ct s  in the s tudy r ange d  from 82 to 187 . I t  will 

b e  noticed that for thi s  group of subj e ct s ,  t he r ange of 

s core s was  c onfined well w ithin the pos s ible  range ; the 

group was compact r athe r t han d i spersed .  The ir re sponse s 

tended to  b e  alike r athe r  than unlike . 

Due to the nature of the s cale and the w ay i t  w as 

constructe d ,  it  was  not poss i b le to g e t  a r ange o f  the sub ­

s core s .  As has been pointed out ,  the f ive personality 

variables for which subs c or e s  were o btaine d ,  are not mutu­

ally exclusive variabl e s . 

Me an s core s w ere o b tained for e ach group of sub­

j e c t s  repre s enting the four areas of  spec iali zation . The 

mean s core f or t he t otal s core ( score made on t he f orty 

items inc luded in the s c ale ) w a s  lower for the home e co ­

nomi c s  group than were the mean s core s for the o ther thre e 
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groups repre s ente d .  ( Home economi c s ,  136 . 47 ;  bus ine s s  ad­

mini s tration,  140 . 62 ;  li beral art s ,  147 . 14 ;  and nurs ing 

152 . 33 ) ( See Appendix,  Table XIV . ) The difference s between 

the me an s core s tend to be small : the r ange of difference s 

betwe en the home economi cs  group and the thre e other groups 

was from 4 . 15, bus ine s s  admini stration to 15 . 86, nurs ing, 

w ith the li beral arts group in be tween ,  10 . 67 .  The me an 

s core s did not differ s ignificantly . 

Sub s core s for the comb ined s ophomore and s enior groups 

reve aled that home e conomi c s  s tudents made the lowe st  me an 

subs core on three of the five personality vari ab le s .  How ­

e ver, the particular variab le s on whi ch the low sub score s 

were made seem to be of more importance than the number of 

low s core s made b e c ause of the nature of the i tems com­

pri s ing a given variable . Home e conomi c s  sub j e c t s  made the 

lowe st subs core s on the variable s ,  I I . Authori tari an Sub ­

mis s i on, III . Exaggerated Mas culinity and Feminini ty , and 

IV . Extreme Emphas i s  on D i s c ipl ine . The d ifference be tween 

the mean sub score of 53 . 1 1 for the home e conomi c s  sub j e c t s  

and o f  62 . 57 for the liberal arts sub je ct s  on t he variab le 

I I .  Authoritarian Submi s s ion, and the difference be tween the 

me an sub s c ore of 22 . 05 for the home e conomi c s  sub je cts and 

of 29 . 28 for the li beral art s  sub j e c t s  on the variable IV . 

Extreme Emphas i s  on Di s cipline were b o th s tat is tically s ig ­

nifi cant at the 1 per cent leve l of  c onf idenc e . ( See  

Appendix, Ta ble XVI I . )  
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The lowe st sub s core s on the two remaining variab le s ,  

I .  C onventionali sm and V .  Morali s t i c  Re je ction of Impulse  

Life , were made b y  the s ub j e cts  repre sent ing b us ine ss ad­

mini s tration .  The home e conomic s  g roup ranked s e cond o n  

the me an s ub s c ore s for the s e  two v ari able s .  The me an sub ­

s core of 50 . 35 for the home e c onomic s group and 59 . 11 for 

the nurs ing group indic ate s that the s e  groups differ on the 

personality variable I .  Conventionali sm.  The difference 

was f ound to be  s i gnific ant at the 5 per cent leve l of con­

fidence . ( See Appendix , Table XXIII . )  

Score s Made £I t he Total Sophomore Group 

Further analys i s  was made by dividing the sub j e c t s  in 

each are a of s pe ciali z ation into two group s , s ophomore and 

senior, according to the ir academi c clas s ific ation. Table s 

XV and XVI ,  in the Appendix, show the c ompari son of the me an 

s core s for the se  sub j e cts . The findings indicate that for 

all of tho s e  sub j e c t s  of s ophomore clas s ific ation, tho se  

repre sent ing busine ss admini stration made the lowe s t  score 

on e ach of the six po s s ible s cor e s  ( the to tal s core and t he 

five sub s c ore s ) .  Home e conomi c s  s ub je ct s  r anked se cond on 

e ach of the s ix score s .  

Furthermore , the me an s core of 139 . 75 for the home 

e conomics  group and 164. 00 for the nurs ing group indicate s 

that the se  s ophomore groups differ on t he total s c ore . The 

difference was found to be s i gnificant at the 1 pe r c ent 
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leve l of c onfidence . ( Se e  Appendix, Ta ble XXIV . ) The data 

also  reve aled that there were statistically s i gnifi cant dif­

ferenc e s  between home e c onomic s  su bje ct s  and nurs ing sub ­

j e c ts on the me ans of the sub s core of the variab le I .  Con­

venti onal ism .  The difference of the me an sub s cor e  of 51 . 50 

for the home e conomi c s  group and 60 .60  for the nur sing group 

was f ound to  be s ignifi cant at the 10 per c e nt level of con­

fidence . ( See Appendix, Table XXIV . )  

I t  has b een menti one d above th at the bus ine ss admin­

istration s ophomore sub je c t s  made the l owe st  s core s  on e ach 

of the s ix poss i b le s core s .  The mean su bscore s o f  24 . 50 for 

the busine ss admini stration gr oup and 34 . 7 5 for t he home 

economi c s  group on the var iable V .  Moral i stic  Re je ction of 

Impul se Life indicate a difference b e twe en t he se two group s .  

The difference was s ignific ant a t  the 5 pe r cent level of 

confi dence .  Thi s was the only s i gnificant difference b e ­

tween me an s core s in favor o f  th e busine ss  admini s tratlon 

group . ( See  Appendix,  Tab le XXI . ) 

Ano ther d ifference of s tati s ti c al significance was  

betwe en the me an sub s c ore 22 . 37 for  the home e conomic s 

group and 28 . 87 for the liberal ar ts group on the vari able 

IV . Extreme Emphasis on Di s c ipl ine . The difference was 

signif icant at the 10 pe r c ent level of c onfidence . ( See 

Appendix, Ta ble XVIII . )  
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The data f or the s eni or sub j e c t s  r epre senting e ach 

are a of spe ciali z ation were likewi se t abulated and analyzed . 

Table XVI ,  in the Appendix, shows the c ompari son of scor e s  

for thi s group o f  sub je cts . The pattern of s core s  for the 

senior group varie s cons iderably from that of the sophomore 

group . I t  w i ll b e  re c alled that tho s e  s ophomore s repre ­

senting busine s s  admini s tration made the lowe s t  me an s c ore s 

on all of the s ix po s s i ble s core s .  The s enior group of 

busine s s  admini stration s u b j e c t s  did no t make the lowe st 

mean s core s  on any of the six po ss i ble s c ore s .  

The most s triking shift in the pattern of me an 

score s  for thi s group of sub je ct s  wa s that of bus ine s s  ad­

mini stration . The y moved from the lowe st  me an s core on all 

s ix p o s s ible s core s to the highe s t  on thre e of the s ix s core s ,  

and third in rank on the other three sub s cor e s . ( See Appen­

d ix ,  Table XXVI . )  

Home e conomic s  sub je cts  made the lowe st score  of the 

senior group on the total s core . I t  was  surpri s ing to note 

that bus ine ss  adminis tration shifted to  fourth in rank on 

thi s mean to tal s core ; the s ophomore group had ranked firs t .  

De spite the shift on t he s ix s core s only one d iffe rence of 

stat i s t i c al significance was no ted b e twe en the two group s . 

The difference was  b e twe en the me an subscore s of 67 . 66 for 

the home e conomi c s  sub j e c t s  and of 84 . 75 for the business  
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culinity and Feminini ty whi ch was found t o  b e  s ignifi c ant 

at the 10 pe r cent leve l of c onfidence .  ( See Appendix, 

Table XXI I . )  
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I t  i s  e s pe ci ally important t o  n o te tha t again the 

difference s betw e en the me an  subscore s of home e conomi cs  and 

liberal arts s u b je cts  on the variable , I I .  Authori tar i an Sub ­

mis s i on and IV . Extreme Emphasis  on Discipline were of sta­

t i st i cal s ignifi cance . The me an sub s core of 51 . 77 for the 

home e c onomi c s  s u b je cts and 6 5 . 16 for the li be ral arts sub­

jects  on variable I I .  Authoritarian Submission were f ound 

to be s ignif icant a t  the 5 per c ent level  of c onfidence . 

( See Appendix, Table XIX . ) The me an sub s core of 2 1 . 7 7  fo r 

the home e conomi c s  s ub je c t s  and 29 . 8 3 for li beral arts sub ­

jects  on var iab le IV . Extreme Emphas i s  o n  D i s c ipline were 

found t o  be s ign ificant at the 10 pe r cent leve l of con­

fidence . I t  will  b e  noted tha t in the analy s i s  of the 

data stat i s t ic ally signific ant difference s were found on 

the me an sub sc ore s of the se two vari ables  for the c omb ine d 

group of seniors and sophomore s ,  and a l so for the sophomore 

and the senior group when analyzed separately . ( See 

Appendix , Tables XVII , XVIII , XIX . ) 

I t  i s  of speci al  importance to  note tha t  for thi s 

group the d ifference s b e tween the me ans of the sub s cor e s  of 

the sub je cts in home e conomic s  and nurs ing were again 
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stat i s t ic ally signifi cant on the variab le I .  Convent ional­

i sm. The me an sub s core of 49 . 33 for the home e conomic s  sub ­

j e c t s  and of 57 . 25 for t he nur sing subje c t s  indic ate a 

difference b e tween the s e  two groups on thi s  pe rsonal ity 

variable . The diffe rence was found t o  be  s ignific ant a t  the 

5 per cent leve l of confidence . ( See Appendix,  Table XXV . }  

Comparison of the Me an Scores for the Sen ior and Sophomore 

Groups 

A number of intere st ing o bservat ions were noted from 

comparing the me an score s on all of the s ix p o ss i b le s c ores 

for the s ophomore and senior groups from the four are as of  

spe c iali zat ion . ( See Appendix , Table XXVI . )  I t  w ill  be  re ­

called that a low score on the TFI Scale i s  be lieved t o  be 

ind i c at ive of a more democ ratic orientation toward family 

structure and functioning.  Some of the observat ions of the 

two groups are a s  follow s :  

1 .  The me an s core s of the seni or su b j ects  in l i beral 

art s  de cre ased on only two of  the s ix poss i ble s c ore s from 

that of the me an score s of the s ophomore sub je c t s  in l i b e ral  

art s .  Spe cif i c ally ,  the de creased  s core s were for the sub ­

scores on the variable s ,  I .  Convent ionali sm, and V .  Mo ral ­

i st i c  Re ject ion of Impulse Life . The re was a slight in ­

crea se on the me an s core s of thi s  group of seniors on four 

of the s ix po s s ible scor e s  over t hat of the me an s core s for 

the s ophomore group . The inc reased  s c ore s were on the tot al 
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s c ore and the sub score s  on the vari able s ,  II . Authoritarian 

Submi s s i on,  I II . Exaggerated Ma s culinity and Femininity, 

and IV . Extreme Emphas i s  on D i s c ipline . 

2 .  The me an s core s f or the senior sub j e cts  in bus i ­

ne ss  administrat i on incre ased on all of the s ix p o s s ible 

s core s over the me an s core s made by the sophomore sub j e c t s  

in bus ine s s  admini stration . 

3 · The me an s core s  of the senior sub j e c t s  in nur s ing 

decre ased on al l of the six po s s ib le s core s from the me an 

s cor e s  of the pre -clinic al nurs ing sub j e ct s .  

4. The me an s c ore s of the senior sub j e c t s  in home 

e c onomics  de cre ased on all of the s ix poss i b le score s from 

the mean s core s of the sophomo re sub j e c t s  in home e conomi cs .  

Summary of the Findings from the TFI Scale 

The TFI Scale was one of the two instrument s used in 

this study in te sting the hypothe s i s  that the re i s  no s i g ­

nifi c ant diffe rence i n  the b as i c  per s onality s tru cture of 

s tudent s who s e le ct home e c onomics  as  an area of spe c ial i z a­

tion in co llege at the undergradua te leve l and tho se who 

pursue other are as of spe cializ ation .  The f indings from 

the TFI Scale support the re j e ct ion of thi s  hypothe s i s . 

Although the d iffe rence s ind i c ated by the me ans  of the 

total s core s for combined sophomore and senior groups repre ­

senting e ach are a of spe c i aliz ation were not s t ati s tically 

signific ant , differences  were found be tween the me ans o f  
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whi ch were s t a t i sti c ally s i gni f i c ant . 
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The d i fference s  reve aled in favor of the home e c o ­

nomic s  sub je ct s  were b e tween the sub je c t s  in home e conom i c s 

and l i beral art s  on the two vari able s ,  I I . Authori tari an 

Submi s s i on and IV . Extreme Empha s i s  on D i s c ipline . The 

difference b e tween the means of the sub s c or e s  f or the s e  two 

v ar ia b le s w e re b o th s ignif icant at the 1 p er c ent leve l of 

c onfi dence . ( See Appendix , Table XVI I . )  The o ther d i ffer­

ence w a s  b e twe en the me an sub s core s of home e conomic s  and 

nur s ing groups on the vari a b le , I .  Convent i onal i sm.  The 

d ifferen ce b e tween the me an s u b s c o re s  on thi s vari able w as 

s i gn i f icant at the 5 per c ent  leve l of conf i dence . ( Se e  

Append ix , Table XXII I . ) Furthermore , the home e conomi c s  

sub je c t s  ( sophomore s and s eniors c ombine d )  made t he lowe s t  

s core on two o ther of the s ix po s s i bl e  s co re s .  

I t  would b e  d ifficult for one t o  inte rpre t ,  w i th any 

de gree of ac cur acy, the s ta t i s ti cal d ifference s no ted in 

analy z ing t he data for the s ophomore s and s eniors  s eparate ly 

in e ach are a of spe c i ali zation, b e cau s e  the s ample repre ­

s ented i s  s o  small . Neverthe le s s ,  i t  might be well to em­

phas i ze that the difference b e tween the me an s u b s c ore s  of 

the sub j e c t s  in home e conomi cs  and l i beral art s  on the two 

var i ab le s where s tati s t i c al d ifference s were found for the 

c omb ine d  groups  were a l s o  f ound for the groups when they 
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were analyzed s epara te ly .  In o ther word s ,  the d if ference s 

found s e em t o o  great  to b e  a t tr i buted t o  chance . In l i ght 

of the data se cured and the s t at i s t i cal analyse s  made , i t  

s e ems reasonably cert ain that the two groups diffe r on 

the se vari a b le s .  

Likew i s e , i t  can b e  empha s i ze d  t hat the d i fference 

between the me an sub s core s of the sub je c t s  in home e conomi c s  

and nur s ing on the variable I .  Convent i onal i sm, w hi ch was 

s tati s t i ca l ly s ignifi c ant f or the c omb ined group s , was a l s o  

s tat i s t i cal ly s i gnific ant when t he d a t a  w e r e  analy zed separ ­

ate ly . Thi s a l s o  s eems to  ind i cate that the s e  two group s 

d iffer on thi s  particular personality v ar i ab le . 

Although the d iffe rence be tween the me ans of the sub ­

s core s for the s ub j e c t s  in home e c onomic s  and b u s ine s s  ad­

mini s tration reve aled no difference s  of s t a t i s t i c al s i gn if i ­

cance for the c omb ined group s ,  differenc e s  w e re found whe n  

the data for s ophomore and s enior sub je c t s  w e re ana lyzed 

separat e ly .  For the sophomore sub j e c t s , the d ifference b e ­

twe en the me ans o f  the sub s core s o n  vari able , V .  Mo rali s t i c 

Re je c ti on o f  Impulse Life was f ound to  be s ignifi cant at 

the 5 pe r c ent  l e ve l  of conf idence in favor of bu s ine s s  ad­

min i s trat i on .  For the s en i or sub j e c t s ,  the d ifference b e ­

tween the me ans o f  t he sub s core s  o n  variable , III . Ex­

agge ra ted Ma s culinity and Femininity was found to be s i g ­

nif i c ant a t  the 10 per c ent leve l  o f  c onfi dence i n  favor 
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of home e conomi c s . 

I t  c an a gain be  s t a ted that the to tal number of' 

s ta t i s t i cally s ignificant d if'ference s found in analyzing 

the d a ta from the TFI Scale s e em too l arge t o  be attr i buted 

to chance , and , therefore , they suppor t the re j e c ti on of 

the hypo the s i s  a s  te s te d  by thi s  ins trument . 



CHAPTER VI  

DISCUSSION 

A .  CHARAC TERISTIC S OF THE MATURE PERSON 

One of the ma jor  purpo se s of this exploratory s tudy 

was to ident ify pe rs onal ity characteri s ti cs which tend to 

be d ominant in a s elected group who have cho sen home e co ­

nomi cs  a s  an are a o f  spe cializ ation in college . The find­

ings from thi s study have revealed some d ata which probab ly 

should b e  c alled tenden c ies  rather than character is tic s .  

However, for the sake of at tempted clarity in thi s di s­

cus s ion, they w ill b e  called characteris ti c s .  

A review of the li terature  failed to ind i cate re ­

search f inding s de scr i b ing the b as i c  pers onality s tructure 

of g irls selecting home economi cs as an are a of spe c ial i z a­

tion in co lle ge with whi ch the s e  data mi ght be c ompare d .  

Nor w a s  the writer a ble t o  locate re search finding s whi ch 

identif ie d pe rsonal ity characteris t i cs d ominant in a given 

population of home e conomic s  s ub je cts . The refo re ,  these 

data must b e  c ons idered tentative and sugge s tive . They may 

even be cons idered as  hypothe s e s  for further t e s t ing . 

One r e co gni zes  that c onsiderable research i s  needed 

on var ious que s tions whi ch thi s p arti cular study pose s . In­

ve s tiga tions of a more c omprehens ive nature must be made . 

Nevertheles s ,  the pre sent findings s eem to shed s ome l i ght 
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on the sub je c t . The evidence of c ertain characteri s t i c s  re ­

ve aled about the se s el e c ted sub j e ct s  s eem to sugge s t  that 

it i s  highly unlike ly the resul ts ob tained were due to 

chance fac tors alone operating within the population in­

ve stigate d .  

The pre s ent s tudy attempted t o  ident ify some of the 

factors whi ch might have a be aring upon the reasons why s tu­

dents do  or  do not c hoose home ec�nomic s as  an are a of 

spe c i ali zation in college , and to ident ify personality char­

acteri sti cs  of individual s whi ch t end to be dominant in a 

selected group who have cho s en home e conomi c s  as  an are a of 

spe ci ali zation in c ollege . 

At the pre s ent time per sonality the orie s are highly 

spe culative and probab ly will remain so for some time to 

come . Empiri c al re s earch us ing more ob je ct ive me thods ,  

such as f actor analy s i s  and the q-te chnique c ont inue s to 

pre s ent prob lems sinc e the s e  me thods do not seem to refl e ct 

the to tality of personality . An a ttempt w i ll b e  made in 

thi s chapter to re late the s tati stically s i gnific ant differ­

ence s found b e tween the s ub j e cts  repre sented  in thi s s tudy, 

to s ome of the be liefs currently e xpre s sed b y  le ading per­

sonality the or i s t s . The d i s cuss ion of the identified char­

acteri sti c s ,  although based  upon the data, i s  highly spe cu­

lative and applie s to thi s  population only . Further in­

ve s t i gations are neede d for one to move from the re alm of 
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conje cture to validated generali zations . 

It appe ars important that spe culations be made in 

thi s di s cuss ion regarding the mature characteri stics  identi ­

fied from the d ate of thi s  inve s ti gat ion . The s e  charac ter­

i s t i c s  of the mature pe rson s e em t o  point up sugge stions 

for curri culum building whi ch emphas i z e  the unique c ontri ­

buti ons home e c onomi c s  should provide in training young 

women in thi s are a of special i z ation . 

A syndrome of personality charac teri sti c s  was de ­

line ated from the data of thi s inve stigat ion . The personal ­

ity characteristics  noted are tho s e  generally us e d  in de ­

s cri bing the mature person .  They appe ar like ly for all 

mature pe ople , not jus t home economi c s  individual s . 

Well-known writers have used  a varie ty of terms t o  

de s cribe the mature per s on ,  such a s  Fromm ' s ( 13 ) " the pro ­

duc tive type , "  and Maslow ' s  ( 26 )  " the se lf-actuali z ing per ­

son . " In thi s  s tudy the home e conomi c s  sub j e ct s  tended to 

show slightly more evidence of the se  mature characteri stic s ,  

as me asured by the two s ele cted te s t s , than did  those  s ub ­

jects  repre senting other areas  of spe ci ali zation.  On some 

of the personal i ty dimens ions the s e  two te s t s  were de s igned 

to me asure , difference s b e tween group s of sub j e c t s  were 

noted whi ch were s tati s t i cally s ignificant . The se mature 

charac ter i s t i c s  for whi ch s tati sti cally s ignificant differ­

enc e s  were found , along wi th supporting evidence from the 
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Blacky pro tocols  and the TFI Scale are a s  fo llows : 

Home e conomi cs sub je ct s tended to be le ss  dependent 

upon other pe ople than � the other sub je ct s .  The high 

number of t o tal ne utral re spons e s  along wi th de s irable 

neutral re sponse s on the five se lected personali ty dimen­

s ions me asure d  by the Blacky Picture s i s  offere d a s  sup ­

port ing ev idenc e  for thi s characteri s ti c . Neutral re spons e s  

indicated l i t tle or n o  per sonal i ty disturbance . The person­

ality d imensions Oral Erot i c i sm and Ora l  Sadi sm, b o th phase s  

of t he orali ty period are spe cif i c ally des igne d as  me asure s 

of dependency needs . Home e conomi cs sub je cts ob t ained the 

de sirable neutral re sponse s on the s e  dimensi ons . 

Further evidence of thi s c haracteri s ti c  was  supported 

by the low me an t ot al s core the home e conomi c s  sub je cts made 

on the TFI Scale . Inference is  drawn here that the b e tter 

adju sted ind ividual who gives evidence of a more democratic 

orientati on to family life and s tructur ing i s  indic ative of 

the mature personali ty .  

The mature individual se ems t o  have d eve lope d a 

balance of depend ent and independent re sponse s to othe r  

people . Thi s indivi dual seeks to develop a varie ty of re ­

sponse s which will aid he r in s ati sfying her ne eds w ithout 

requiring or demanding o thers to respond in parti cular w ays . 

The or igin o f  dependency ne eds a s  well  as  the me thods 

and te chni ques by which they are handle d i s  b e l ieve d  to  be  
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a s s o c ia t e d  w ith the qual i ty of interpe r s onal r e l a t i onships 

exper i e n c e d  e arly in l ife , p ar t i cul arly dur i ng the pe r i od 

of o r al i ty .  I t  i s  during thi s  per iod o f  pe r s onal i ty d e ­

v e l opmen t  that imp ort ant founda t i ons are l a i d  f or growth 

tow ard matur i t y .  The ne e d s , pe rcept i on s , and re sponse s 

l e arne d exert a powe rful inf luen ce upon future mo t i vat i on . 

Emp i r i c al r e s e ar ch re p or t e d  b y  no t e d  an thropol o gi s t s ,  such 

a s  Me ad and B ened i ct , ind i c a t e s  tha t the p e r i od of d epend ­

ency in our s o c i e ty i s  a l onger p e ri o d  th an that o f  o the r 

cul tur e s . C ons e quently the opportun i t i e s f o r  indulgence or 

depr ivat i on ,  and f or gra t i f i c a tion o r  f ru s t r a t ion add un i que 

pro b l ems fo r the ind i v i dual t o  s o lve in the very p r oc e s s  of 

b e c oming s o c i al i ze d .  The d ire c t i on o f  gr ow th acquire d i s  

influe n c e d  by t he opportun i t i e s prov i de d  the ind ivi dual t o  

exp erime nt independe n t ly whi le s afe w i th a depend a b l e  adul t .  

The matur e p e r s on s hould b e  that depend a b l e  person 

who would b e  able to nurture the young c hi l d  in i ts grow th 

tow ar d  ma tur i ty .  She shoul d  re c ogni ze the import an c e  of a 

pattern of mo the r ing tha t  would f o s te r  t he c hi ld ' s  growth 

i n  l e arnin g t o  handle dependency ne ed s in a s a t i sfa c t ory 

manne r .  Not only should she exhi b i t  tho s e  ski l l s  and a b i l i ­

t i e s  a s s o c i ated w i th the p hy s i c al c are of the c hi ld b ut of 

even more import an c e , she s hould exh i b it an under s t and in g of 

and an emo t ional ac c e p tan c e  of her s ignif i c ant ro le as the 

nurtur ing one . I t  i s  a s  imp o r t an t  f or the nur turing one t o  
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nee d  to re spond as  i t  i s  for the de pendent one to nee d  nur­

turing . 

During the period of extreme helple s sne s s , the infant 

is comple tely dependent upon the nurturing adult .  I t  ap ­

pear s  that the mature sub j e c t s  who have given evidence of 

some c ompe tence in handling the ir own dependency ne eds would 

be more like ly to po s s e ss many of the skills needed for nur ­

turing the de pendent child than tho se s ub j e cts with le s s  

competence in thi s are a .  

I t  i s  during the proce s s  of le arning t o  b e  dependent 

and le arning to be independent that the affe ctive t one s of 

behavior b e c ome accentuate d,  p arti cularly tho se  of the 

" s ignificant others '' in the individual ' s life . An intang­

i ble quality re lated to the se affe ctive tones seems to be 

conveyed through non-verb al communi cation during thi s in­

timate period of mo ther- child relat ionship s .  I t  appe ars to 

be closely related to a feel ing of  easine s s  within one ' s  

self whi ch c annot be conveyed by the tense and excitable 

pe rson .  When the nurturing one po s se s ses  thi s fee ling of 

eas ine ss  it seems to s t imulate a s imi lar re spons e in the 

child . E s c alona ' s  ( 11 )  study of the feeding disturbance s 

in very young children s upports thi s  point of view . Sulli ­

van ( 35 ) used the term 11 empathy" i n  relation to the '' sensory 

pathways of communi cation from mo ther to chi ld . " The data 

from Escalona ' s  ( 11 )  inve s tigation of food pre ference s 
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emphas i ze s  the s igni f i c ance o f  thi s  empathe t i c  fee l ing. A l ­

though the re s e arch dire cted t oward thi s imp o rt ant phase  of 

interpe rsonal re lat ion ships is limi t e d ,  Harlow ' s  { 17 )  ex­

perimental re s e ar ch w i th animal s demons trated that e ar ly e x ­

perience s with the mo ther i s  a variable of me asur a b le impor ­

tance ; that the affe c t i onal re spons e s  are s trong and per ­

s i s t ing and that the leng th o f  time the infant s pends  with 

the mothe r  is of ma jor import ance . 

Be c au s e  this dimens i on of interpe rsonal re l at ionships 

seems s o  e ffe c tua l in re l at ion t o  endur ing r e spons e s  tha t  

are le arned in e arly infan cy ,  i t  seems import ant that any 

d i s c u s s i on of matur i ty should focus at tent i on on thi s d i ­

mens i on whi ch i s  t o o  often negle c ted . I t  se ems d oubly im­

portant in r e l at ion to home e conomic s  sub je c t s  w ho have 

given s ome evi dence of handling dependency ne eds in an ade ­

quat e  fashion and who are pursuing training de s i gne d t o  help 

prepare them for homemaking . In o ther w ords , i t  seems that 

the mature home e conomi c s  s u b j e c t s  a re in a unique pos i t ion 

for he lping o ther s  le arn d e s irable w ay s  of handling de ­

pendency nee d s . They should be a b l e  t o  provide emo t i onal 

support for the child in an intel ligent fashion so that t he 

re sponse s b e ing le arne d ,  such a s  the ne ed f o r  approval,  

affe c t ion, and reassurance as sume the ir re la t i ve import ance 

and do not  be come ends w i thin thems e lve s .  
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The mature pers on skillful in handling her own de ­

pendency ne eds  should b e  able to demonstrate , as she w orks 

w ith children, he r understanding that chi ldren progre s s  at 

the ir own r ate of speed and in the ir own f ashion . She should 

re cognize the importance of le arning to be  dependent a s  a 

ne cess ary prerequi s i te for le arning to b e  independent . More ­

over, she s hould be  cri ti c al of the all too prevalent no ­

tions that chi ldren li ving in the space age ne ed to deve lop 

independent behavior at a very early age ; tha t be ing 11 toughn 

in one ' s  re lationship with chi ldren le ads to de sirable in­

dependent b ehavior . At the same time she should b e  sens i ­

tive to  the disas trous effe c t s  o f  overprote ction.  B e cause 

of the emphas i s  that i s  placed upon independent behavior in 

our society, c hildren tend to be  highly rewarded when in­

dependent behavior is exhi b ite d .  Many adul ts s eem t o  b e  un­

aware of the anxietie s c hildren often expe rience in the ir 

attempt s to le arn or to demonstrate independent re sponses 

whi ch bring adult approval . Conse quently the period of de ­

pendency, during which time the child should be  le arning 

appropri ate dependent re spons e s ,  i s  t o o  often extreme ly 

limited . It i s  believe d that the quality of interpersonal 

relationships during the per iod of dependency i s  crucial in 

the development of mature pe r s onaliti e s . 

The mature individual has not only le arne d a varie ty 

of w ays of handling her own dependency ne eds  but has also  
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pendent upon her to  develop similar resource s .  One o b ­

serve s e vi dence s  of such dependency re sponse s a s  succorance , 

nurturance , and mutual affe ct ion in the handling of inter­

personal re lat ionshi p s . 

The mature person tends to use  a v ari ety of method s  

of lend ing emo t i onal support appropriate t o  any given de ­

velopment al s t age of the chi ld . Furthermore , fo r the mature 

home e conomic s  person,  her intellectual under s t anding and 

knowledge of child growth and deve lopment s hould a id her in 

deve loping an e ven keener sen s i tivity t o  adapt ing mode s of 

response which should further desirab le re sponse s the child 

needs  for effe c tive living . The sele ct ion of re sponse s  ap ­

propriate to the chi ld ' s  ne ed  for love and affe ction should 

reve al a quality of dis criminat ion.  For example , she should 

under st and the differenc e b e tween the ne ed  for cuddling the 

infant , for s pending time w i th the toddle r ,  for patting the 

older c hi ld on the b ack or g i ving a nod of approval . 

Likew i s e ,  the mature person should be  aware of the 

strong motivati onal power that the need for approval may 

have for the child .  The perceptions formed of o thers  during 

the period of dependency may be d irectly relate d  to achieving 

goal s .  She s hould be able  to  rec o gni ze the differenc e  b e ­

tween the child ' s  effort s  to attract at tention and his ne eds 

for le arning independent behavior ; to re co gni ze  when the 
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chi ld needs to master tasks rather than mere ly to comp lete 

the task  at hand,  and to know when to re spond on the b as i s  

o f  performance s o  that s t atus -giving s upp ort i s  experienced 

by the child .  The mature per s on should b e  res ourceful in 

providing the child a variety of experiences s o  tha t he may 

deve lop gre ate r accura cy in hi s pe rceptual re spons e s  while 

te sting hi s ab i l i t i e s  w i th the d ependable adult who give s 

approval w i sely.  

The mature person should be  a b le to provide nee ded 

reass urance in an intelli gent fashion . The need  for re ­

assur ance i s  prominent when one fears unde sirable outc ome s 

or when one ant icipate s unde sirable out come s . She should 

be sensitive to the child ' s  feel ings at time s  when the ne ed 

for re as sur ance is like ly inevit able , whe the r i t  be the 

small child ' s  fear of the dark or the o lder child ' s  fe ar of 

fai lure when peer group s expect  the mas te ry of certain 

tasks . She s hould re cogni z e  the need f or re as surance when 

children are deve loping s ome competencies  in evaluating 

thei r  own pe rformances . Ac curacy in evaluation s hould he lp 

the child deve lop personal r e s ource s ne eded for se curing 

reassur ance of a more independent na ture as he grows toward 

maturity.  

The mature indi vidual seems to re spond to life in 

cre ative ways . As  growth in thi s  direction proce eds , 

gre a ter di s cr iminati on i s  used in se le cting parti cul ar 
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re spons es  whi ch are more appropr i a te t o  g i ven circumst ance s .  

Spontanei ty and original ity be come prominent a s  sati sfac­

tion s  from c re ative ende avor s enhance the pe r s onality .  The 

creat ive pe rson tend s to maintain a mood of adventure , a 

much needed dimens ion for adding ze st to  life . The v arie ty 

of ways in whi ch the mature person ' s  imaginat i on fo sters  

creat ivene ss se ems infinite and inexhaust i b le . Various 

med i a  are perce ived as po s s i bi l i t i e s for self-expre s s i on-­

b oth those of a concre te n ature and tho s e  of an ab strac t na ­

ture . 

The mature pers on tend s to handle interpers onal r e ­

lationshi ps with a sensi tivi ty that i s  challenging and 

s t imulating.  The perceptual re s pons e s  b e c ome dis t inc tive 

with a ri chne ss  and s t abi lity that i s  exhilarat ing . 

In c ontra s t  to the mature per son the immature or de ­

pendent per s on tends to  expe ct certain de s ired re sponses  

from o the r pe ople in  order to s at i sfy her ne eds . The se  re ­

spon s e s  tend to be  re s tr i cted w i thin a narrow range . A 

petulant b ehav i or i s  often exh i b i ted when the ant i ci p a ted  

re sponses  are no t for thcoming . All  people p o s se s s  de­

pendency nee d s .  One o f  the cruc i al points whi ch di s tin­

gu i she s the mature per s on from the immature person is the 

manner in which the se de pendency needs are handle d .  

The immature adult de ficient in handl ing her own 

emotional s t rivings i s  less  l i ke ly to be conce rne d with or  
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prepared ror ro ste ring cre at ive ways o r  handl ing dependency 

needs when working w i th o ther s .  Interpe rsonal re lation­

shi p s  are like ly to be manipulative and expl o i t at ive . For 

the immature adult , lire expe ctancie s tend to  pe rsist  at an 

inrant i le leve l .  

The immature per son has limited re s ources rrom whi ch 

sele cted r e s ponse s can be made . or tent ime s the ove rt be ­

havior be come s le ss and less  rlexible . Rigidity through 

the use or repe t i t ive re sponses poorly chosen in the rirst  

place assumes exagge rate d importan ce ror thi s person. For 

example , the utterance or cli ches seems to rel ieve one or 

the re s pon s ib i lity tha t  should accompany the cli che in 

order to make i t  me aningrul . Respons e s  associ ate d w i th ar ­

re ctional s ati sracti ons be come more and more d irricult . Con ­

rormi ty b e come s a re quirement . Experience s or an exper i ­

mental nature are viewed as threatening . The ne e d  ror power 

over othe r s , preferenc e ror hierarchial  sys tems or  re la tion­

ships , the use or authori tative spee ch and manner i sms though 

orten exer cised with sub t le skill al l b e c ome prominent w i th 

alarming signiricance . They b e come attempts to  reduce one ' s  

own inner anxie t ie s . 

Home e conomie s  subje c t s  tended  to  b e  le s s  convent ional 

than the o ther sub je cts . Evi dence ror thi s  charac teri s ti c  

again re s ide s i n  the pe r s onality dimens i on o r  the Blae� 

Picture s mea suring orality on which the home e conomi c s  
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sub j e ct s  made the de sirable score . Since re sp ons e patterns 

le arne d are clo s e ly as s o c i ated with thi s  pe riod of deve lop­

ment,  i t  seems re asonable to  assume that de s irable score s 

on the pe rsonal i ty dimens i on, Oral Erot i c i sm and the 

variable , Conventionalism of the TFI Scale supp or t the be ­

lief that the home e conomi c s  sub je c ts  may be d e s cribed as  

le ss conventi onal than the other subje c ts . 

The mature individual fe e l s  inhi b ite d  by conve nti onal 

mode s of express ion .  Since c onvent ional i sm stiffles cre a­

tive expre s s i on ,  i t  tends  t o  be anxie ty-pr ovoking fo r the 

mature per s on . Effort s  are dire cted toward continuous im­

provement of one ' s  own potent i al i tie s rathe r  than fo llowing 

the prede termined pat terns convent ion tends to perpe tua te . 

The mature per son finds i t  diff i cult to accept  

societal demands without be ing c oncerne d with the evalua ­

t ion and improvement of the se demands . S i gnific ant goals 

for the mature person are concerne d with e xpanding and en­

hanc ing new hori zons . The concerns for home and family 

naturally broaden int o concern for the well-be ing of others . 

V i s i on i s  a ccepted as  an impe rative stimulus of l ife . In­

spirati on for helping o thers is guide d  by and require s in­

telligence . Growth beyond one ' s  s e lf assume s proportions 

beyond the scope of the immature , dependent individual . 
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Home e conomic s  subje ct s  tende� to hold � more po s i ­

tive se lf-concept than did t he other subje c t s . The score s 

made on the per sonality dimens ions , Ident ifi c ation Pro c e s s  

and Eg o-Ideal of the Blacky Picture s  are pre sented as evi ­

dence t o  suppor t thi s characte ri stic . Home e conomi cs sub­

jects  o b tained the most  de s irable score of the four groups 

on I dentific ation Pro ce s s .  They were second with a high 

percentage of neutral re spons e s  on the dimension Ego-Ide al . 

The me an s core s on the var i ab le Authori t arian Sub ­

mi ss ion and Exaggerated Mas culini ty and Femininity of the 

TFI Scale lend further s upport to this characterist i c .  

The mature individual t ends t o  be more ac curate in 

percept ive ability than does  the immature person.  For ex­

ample , it is b e lieve d that the ac curacy one exhib i t s  when 

viewing what one is  and what one wishe s  to be  is  associ­

ated  wi th maturity . D i s crepanc i e s  seem t o  be found more 

often in the immature person. The ability to see one ' s  

self with a re lat ive ly high degree of a c cura cy i s  ass oci ­

ate d  with the percepti ons one deve lops in relation to those 

important people dur ing one ' s  e arlier ye ars . 

One a spe ct  of posi tive self-concept i s  assuming one ' s  

own sex role . In our technologi cal soc i e ty thi s tends to  be 

a diff i cult task for w omen. The symbol i c  s tandards some 

women seek are t o o  o ften tho s e  appropriate for the oppo s i te 

sex . I t  become s increa s ingly difficult for women to avo id 
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becoming grimly erri cient ,  important as e rriciency is ror 

both the homemaker and the care er woman. Likew i se it be ­

come s d irricult ror many w omen to  r ind satisrac ti on s  as home ­

makers . Unrortunate ly,  the c ommon reply , " I  am just a 

hous ew ire , "  too orten belies  the true acceptance or  the 

homemaker ' s extraordinary r ole . No amount or succe ss can 

sub stitute ror the l o s s  or the true ac ceptance or the rem­

inine role regardle s s  or one ' s  l ire work . 

The immature per s on s eems l imited in s elr-evaluation.  

The a b i lity t o  weigh per ceptively s e ems me ager .  Prob ably no 

other aspe ct or he r be ing reve als thi s  limi tation so  tragi c ­

ally as  her at temp t s  to  emulate men .  The wi sdom and astut e ­

ne s s  whi ch she needs ror handling her own unique qual i t ie s ,  

when a s sociate d with mas culine standards too orten be come s 

exce s s ive worldline s s  or cyni c i sm .  

Home e conomic s  sub je c t s  tended to  place greater �­

pha s i s  upon s e lr-di s cipline than did the o ther sub j e ct s .  

The de s irab le score on the Blacky dimens ion, Oral Ero t i c i sm, 

assoc iated with le arning various c ontrols ,  and the low sub ­

s core on the variable , Extreme Emphas i s  on D i s c ipline or 

the TFI Scale are pre sente d as evidence to support thi s  

character i s t i c .  I t  w i ll be re c alle d that there w a s  a sta­

t i s t i cally s igniricant dirrerence b e tween the me an sub s core 

or the home e c onomic s  sub jects  and the liberal art s  sub je cts  



90 

on thi s variab le of the TFI Sc ale for the comb ined group . 

Furthermore , there was  a s tati s t ically s ignifi c ant diffe r ­

ence on this vari able when the data f o r  the s ophomores and 

seniors were analy zed separate ly .  

The selec tion o f  home e conomi c s  a s  an area o f  spe­

c ialization in c o llege may be viewed a s  an illustrat i on of 

self-discipline . Many people would agree that few de c i s i ons 

should be  made more intelli gently than that affe cting one ' s  

preparation for life . Be cause of the profe s s ional nature 

of the home e conomi cs  curri culum, the d e c i s ion to  sele c t  i t ,  

along w ith the relative ly few drop -outs or change s t o  o ther 

are a s  of spe ciali zation, seem to  give s ome evidence of the 

maturity exerci sed by g irls de c iding to pursue training in 

home e conomi c s . In other words , the b ehaviors exhi bi te d  

seem f airly consis tent wi th the ide ological b e lie f s  to 

which they sub s cr i be . 

The mature individual places  reliance upon s elf­

d i s cipline . The di s c ipline of b oth thought and act ion i s  

highly pri ze d .  The deve lopment o f  inner c on trol s  as sume s 

priority over c ompliance with e xte rnal authoritie s .  The 

value placed  upon authorit ie s  i s  dependent upon the c on­

tri but ion s  the se author i t i e s  offer . 

The mature person re cogn i z e s  the ne e d  f or a value 

sys tem for guiding behavior . Effort s are made t o  r e st ate 

cert ain un changing value s ,  such as , truth, justice , and 
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integrity rather than seeking to  deny , to di scard ,  or to 

make them rigid with the conventional ity of following ex­

ternal authoritie s .  Sat i sfac ti ons are evaluated b y  in­

creased confidence in one ' s  ab i li ty t o  re ly upon sound in­

ner c ontro l s  guide d  by a value system whi ch has b e en 

strengthened through exper ience . 

The immature pers on b e come s une asy and anxi ous in 

situations  in which boundarie s are not cle arly defined,  

prefer ably defined by o thers . Rel ief from s e lf-di scipline 

i s  experience d  through exce s sive fai th in exte rnal authori­

tie s .  Re liance is  placed upon the judgment of  o the rs 

rather than in the parti c i p at ion of the pro ce ss of e s t ab ­

li shing judgment . The pur sui t o f  purpos e s  o the r pe ople pro ­

pose i s  followed in a rout ine fashion.  Go als are ne arly 

alw ay s pursued w i th terminal points  fixe d ;  s e ldom is there 

evidence of new goals emerging in the pro ce ss whi le working 

toward des ired o b j e ctive s .  Sati sfa ct ions are evaluated by 

the emotional re sponse s charac teris t i c  of the immature 

person.  

Home e conomic s  subjects  tended t o  reveal gre ater 

evidenc e s  of pos i tive parent al identifi c a t i ons than did the 

other sub j e ct s .  The hi gh percent age of neutral re sponses  

the home e conomi cs  sub je c t s  o b ta ined on the Blacky dimen­

s i ons ,  I dent ification Pro ce s s  and Ego Ide al , are pr e s ented 

as e v i dence to suppor t thi s  character i st i c . The home 
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e conomi c s  sub j e c t s o b tained mo re neutral r e s ponse s on the 

B lacky dimen s i on I dentifi cation Proce ss t han d id the o ther 

sub j e c t s . The re was a stati s t i c a lly s i gni.f i c ant d iffe r ­

ence betwe en t he home e conomi c s  sub j e c t s  and the nur s ing 

sub j e c t s  on the Blacky d imension,  Ident if ic ation Pro ce s s . 

The home e c onomi c s  sub j e cts ranke d s e cond on Ego-I de a l .  

Both of the se dimens ions are d e s i gne d a s  me a sure s of p o s i ­

t ive i dent if i cat i on .  

The me an sub s core s on the pe rsonal i ty vari ab le 

Authori t ar i an Submi ss i on,  Exagger ated Mas culini ty and Femin­

in i ty and Extreme Emphas i s  on Di s c ipl ine of the TFI Scale 

l end further s upport to thi s  characte ri s t i c .  

The mature individual s eems to be gui ded by the ab i l ­

ity t o  make p o s i t ive iden t if i c ations . One of the under ­

lying as sumptions upon whi c h  thi s  s tudy w a s  de s igned ,  al­

though it was not d i re ctly s t ated, wa s that gir ls who have 

made p o s i t ive identif i cat i ons w ith parental figure s ,  

e spe c i ally the mo ther,  w ill tend t o  sele ct home e c onomi cs 

as an are a  of spe cial i z at i on in college . Whe re thi s  iden t i ­

fi cat ion has b e en s a t i sfac tory, a s i tuation conducive to 

more int imate in terpersonal re la t i onships i s  l i ke ly to be 

cre ate d.  The young gir l ,  then , may be  pl aced in a more 

favorable p o s i t ion for s e e ing he rself,  no t only a s  a female , 

but as  an indi vidual who mus t  grow ment ally , phys i cally, 

and emo t i onally . She should be in a b e tter p o s i t ion to s e e  
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her growth potentials as  enduring go als toward which she 

must strive . Life for her,  then, be come s an affirmation of 

se lfhood .  

If one may proce ed on this ass umpt ion, one may 

furthe r assume that the pre dis pos i tion to s e le ct an are a of 

spe c ialization whi ch focuse s on deve loping one ' s  own uni que 

potent i aliti e s  was a con s c i ous cho i ce on the part of tho se 

enrolling in home e conomic s .  Home e conomi c s , as an are a  of 

spe c i aliz ation, is built upon a firm b e l ief in the worth 

and integrity of the individual . Effort s are devoted t oward 

the deve lopment of the uni quene s s  of the individual wi thin 

the f amily s e t ting. McGinni s ( 29 )  has stated that fami ly 

centere d e duc a tion c ontribute s to thi s goal . 

Family cente re d  educat ion enhance s the worth and 
dignity of each member of the family and teache s in 
ways that reduce guilt fe e lings . • • • A f amily 
centere d program in home e conomi c s ,  then, wherever 
it i s  t aught,  is one related t o  the re al i tie s of 
family l iving, including al l the s t age s through 
whi ch e ach family goe s . I t  t ake s into a c count the 
infinite varie ties  of b ackgrounds and trad it i ons 
from which people who make up famil i e s  c ome and in 
which they are li ving to-day. It  include s men a s  
equal partner s i n  homemaking and child re aring . 
Each a spe ct of fami ly l ife and homemaking i s  
taught in relation t o  cos t in terms of pe rsonal or 
family goals in money, t ime , ene rgy , and f at i gue . 

Although there i s  no knowledge available a s  to 

whe the r the mo thers of the se g irls s ele cting home economi c s  

as a major i n  c ollege , were themselve s trai ned i n  the are a 

of home e conomi c s ,  the qual i ty of maturity reve aled in the 
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reactions of the ir daughters  to the s e le cted te s t s ,  might 

lead one to  as sume that the ir mo the rs tended to work w i th 

them in a re latively ma ture fashion.  Thi s assumption i s  

based upon the re search of Es calona ( 11 ) ,  Sull ivan ( 3 5 ) ,  

Harlow ( 1? ) ,  and others  who have reported the importance of 

the affe cti onal response s one le arns from e arly inter­

personal re lat ionships ,  and the pe r s is tence of the se re ­

sponse s  throughout life . 

Ident if ication with the mo ther impli e s  an a cceptance 

of the feminine role . Girls inte re sted in homemaking may 

be  those who s eek that educat ion in which emphas i s  i s  

placed on those techniques and pro cedur e s  whi ch would he lp 

her in fulfi lling he r feminine ne eds  and c omplement the 

mas culine role of fami ly living . A close  o b servation of 

college catalogs reve als the lack of planning based upon 

sound p sychologi cal principle s that goe s into var ious pro ­

grams . 

Curri cula de s i gned primarily for men, and offering 

l imited opportunitie s for women , may appeal to the girl 

whose pre vi ous expe rience s have emphas iz e d  a compe ti tive 

approach to life . I t  would hardly seem poss i ble that the 

mature young woman seeking fulfillment of her feminine 

capaci t i e s  would sele ct such training.  

Many force s in pre s ent day s ociety tend t o  add to 

woman ' s confusion of her role . Probably no other peri od in 
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hi story has he ld such divers ity of opinion a s  to w oman ' s 

role . Meyer ( 28 ) ,  Lundberg and Farnham ( 24 ) have indi c ated 

that much of woman ' s  pre sent dilemma seems to s tem dire ctly 

from the era in whi ch the femini s t  movement ope rated in full 

for ce . The se  writers emphasized  the bitter  heri tage of the 

feminist movement whi c h  taught women to s e e  themselve s as 

r ivals of men rather than as p artners of a c ommon ende avor, 

whe ther on the job or in the home . Meyer  ( 28 )  state s : 

We must  concede that great number s  of Ameri can 
women are re s tle s s ,  unhappy, confuse d ,  and , there ­
fore , suffer from emotional attri t i on .  Some are 
re belling agains t what se ems to them the boredom 
of family re spons i b ilitie s ;  o thers  complain 
bitte rly that not enough women have pos itions in 
government and industry ; and far to o many are 
frus trated by the ine s c apable fact tha t the y are 
women .  

Mc Ginnis ( 29 )  als o  expre s s e s  concern ove r  the fact 

that many women do not find the ir role as  women sati sfying . 

She state s :  

To be a woman , to b e  re sponsi ble for 11 the c are 
of life , " to b e  a p artne r with a man in making a 
marri age and a home - -nothing c an yield more re ­
turns in joy and s ati sfacti on .  Ye t many women do 
not find it so to -day, why not ?  What does  home 
e conom i c s  do to improve the dura ble s ati sfacti ons 
of marriage and homemaking? 

Perhaps no aspe ct of the maturational pro ce ss  i s  

more important for the c ourse of normal deve lopment , than 

that of le arning one ' s  appropriate sex role . Havighurs t  

( 18 )  has enlli�e rated deve lopmental tasks of six broad life 

peri ods . In the per iod of e arly infancy , he included,  
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" le arning sex difference s and sexual mode sty "  and stre s s e s  

the " ab i ding effe ct upon his  sexuality throughout life . "  

In middle childhood,  he inc luded, " le arning an appropri ate 

sex role ; to le arn to be  a b oy or a g irl- -to act the role 

that i s  expe cted and rewarde d . " In po in ting up the p sy cho ­

logical b as i s  for thi s task,  Havi ghurst  ( 18 )  s tate s : 

The p sychologi cal b asis  for thi s  task i s  lai d  
i n  the family, whe re b oy-b ab ie s are t aught t o  b e ­
have like boys , and g irl-babie s like girls . The 
teachings are re info rced by  the psychologi cal 
identifi cation which the child usually make s with 
the parent of the s ame sex in e arly chi ldhood .  

Each period of l ife has i t s  appropriate development al t as k  

whi ch must b e  le arned f or succ e s s ful l iving--for growth 

tow ard maturity . 

A summary of the charac teristic s which have been 

sugge sted by  the data of thi s  inve s t igat ion s e ems important 

at thi s  point . 

Home e conomi c s  s ub j e c t s  more than the other three 

group s t e s ted, tende d :  

( a )  t o  b e  les s  dependent upon other people 

( b ) to  be le s s  conventional in the ir  appro ach t o  

life 

( c )  to  hold a more pos i t ive self-concept 

( d )  to place gre ater emphasis  upon s e lf -di s cipline 

( e )  to reve al gre ater evidence of po s itive parental 

identifi cat i on .  
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The character i s ti c s  of maturi ty whi ch have been used 

to de s cribe  the home e conomic s  sub je c t s  are not mutually 

exclus ive . Yet progress  in any one aspect prob ably pro ceeds  

with varying degrees  of suc ce s s .  

B .  COMPETENCIES THE MATURE HOME ECONGr1IC S  

PERSON SHOULD EXHIBI T  

I t  w a s  s tated i n  the a s sumptions underlying thi s in­

ve sti gation that cri teria c ould be operat ionally defined 

which should be useful t o  individuals in choosing home e co ­

nomic s  a s  a profe ss ion . A t  thi s point i t  seems more re le ­

vant , in terms of the exploratory nature of thi s  s tudy, to 

sugge st  cert ain compe ten cie s which should b e  exhib ited by 

the mature home e conomi c s  per son . I t  i s  proposed that the 

sugge s ted compe tenc i e s  b e  cons i dered a s  hypothe s e s  for 

s e t ting up needed cr iteria and that the hypothe se s  are de ­

pendent upon further inve stigat ion s . 

Human behavior s eems t o  p o s se s s  certain intangible 

elements and some of the se pre sent d ifficultie s in any 

scientific  inve s tigation . Neverthe le ss ,  thi s  intangi ble 

qual ity or inner dimension is  express i ve ,  no t only in the 

subtle overtone s of l ife , but also in the gene ral l ife s tyle 

of t he individual . Perhaps the feeling one expe riences in 

the pre s ence of a truly happy, whole some family group , or 
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of.' t hi s  s i lent power . 

I t  i s  thi s intangi b le quali ty of.' the mature indi ­

vidual ' s  l it.'e s tyle , or the t.'amily 1 s  who l e some a tmo sphere , 

that give s authent i c i t y  t o  what i s  s ai d  and done ; children, 

a s  w e l l  a s  adult s ,  s en s e  thi s  qua l i ty of.' ind ividual b e hav i or . 

What is  s a i d  and done by such pe ople , t ends to be impre s s i ve 

be c ause i t  has b e en conc e ived and s trengthened t hrough me an­

ingt.'ul e xperience s .  The mere t.'ulfillmen t  of dut i e s , e ven 

though du tie s may have b e en c arried out in an e xpert !'ash­

i on,  may not ne ce s s ar i ly be re late d to  thi s int angi b le 

qual i ty .  The pe r son who pos s e s s e s  thi s  inner dimension 

brings a "new " pe r sonali ty to t ho se in who s e  pre sence he 

appe ar s .  In  real ity, hi s a ttr i butes relate t o  character 

and to  growth towar d  ma turi ty , a goal whi c h  e a ch person 

mus t  laboriously deve lop f or hims e lf.' .  

I t  i s  general ly a greed t hat the t.'ami ly i s  the ke y­

stone of.' chara c ter deve l opment or,  if one pret.'ers , the de ­

ve lopment of.' mature pe rsonal i t i e s . To  the extent that 

one ' s  re l a t i onships in the e arly s tage of l e arning are 

s at i st.'ying and plea surab le , the i nd ividual i s  l i ke ly t o  

bui l d  s imilar c oncep t s  i n  re lat ion t o  how he pe r ce ive s 

o the r  pe ople and the world a bout him . The opp o s ite of.' 

the se s at i st.'ying experience s tend to  re sult i n  d i s tor t e d  

per c e pt i ons , and re spon s e s  t end to  be  o f.'  a hos t i le nature . 
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If thi s reasoning i s  sound ,  then i t  appears that the role 

of t he family , e spec i ally the role of the mother, i s  too 

crucial to be l eft to chance . I t appe ar s that educ at i on 

whi ch i s  oriented toward helping prospe ctive mothers  de­

ve lop compe tencie s ne eded in thi s task,  would be  important . 

The importance of the home cannot b e  minimi zed  as a v i tal 

factor in the deve lopment of mature personali ties . 

Home e conomi c s , a s  an are a of s pe ci alization, is  de ­

signed to he lp prepare girls for the caree r of homemaking , 

as  well as  for profe ss ional c areers . It  i s  conce rned with 

defining and interpreting problems of l iving, w i th spe cial 

reference to the family .  The nature of the task i s  compli ­

c ated by  at tempt ing to help girls  develop the variety of 

skills and a bilities  nee de d  in maintaining a home , and at 

the s ame t ime , helping them to develop s ome understanding 

of the se c ompetenc i e s  in relation to the total family 

setting .  

The personal traits  c onsidere d de s irable for the 

home e c onomic s  trained person are e qually de sirable for 

those  trained in other fields of spec i ali zation.  The per­

sonal traits that are cons idered e sse ntial for the home 

ec onomi c s  trained person are cons idered e ss ent i al for tho s e  

trained in any voc ation . A t  the s ame time , the re are tho se  

competenc ies  that are of  spe c i al importance in  any given 

fie ld . 
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It seems doubly important that the development of 

certain characteri s t i c s  ( those  whi ch tend to d e s cribe the 

mature person ) , s hould rece i ve spe c i al empha s i s  during one ' s  

training in homemaking e ducation .  Furthermore , i t  appe ar s 

that c haracte r i s t i c s  whi ch de s cribe  the mature , he althy 

personality might be evaluate d in light of the enduring 

value s we believe important in our s o c iety, e spe c i ally 

tho s e  so clo se ly re lated to family l iving. I t  seems re as on­

able t o  assume that the se  criteri a might also he lp in guid­

ance programs de s igned to identify s tudent s who are like ly 

to be succe s sful in the are a of home e conomi c s .  

Perhap s the ab ove comment s c an be more clearly i l ­

lus trated by examining s ome of the value s the mature home 

e conomic s  per s on should exemplify in a family setting . She 

s hould be a ble to translate enduri ng value s ,  such as , b e ­

lief in the worth and dignity of the individual and re spe ct 

for the inte gri ty of the individual,  into chi ld c are and 

chi ld re aring practic e s  that would tend to fo ster he althy 

per sonality d evelopment . She should be able to  trans la te 

the se s ame enduring value s into warm, s ati sfying inter­

personal re la tions in a to tal family se t t ing . 

Be cause woman more univers ally repre s ents the affe c ­

tive tone s of life ( tho s e  whi ch dare her to c are f or the 

human, the person ) , whi ch are ne cessary for the wholenes s 

of life , she should b e  capable of nurturing and fos tering 
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thi s muc h  ne eded dimension .  Some t imes a w oman s eems to be  

innate ly e ndowed with thi s  capabil ity bu t ,  more o ften than 

not ,  a w oman n e ed s  cons ider a b le help in deve loping thi s 

qual ity whi ch i s  he r uni que s trength. He r potent i a l  in­

fluen ce in the home i s  le s s  effe ctive if thi s qua l i ty i s  

arre sted i n  the maturational pro ce s s . Her role in  the pro ­

fe s s ional world often b e c omes diffi cult when s he abandons 

thi s quality,  or  when i t  b e come s fragme nted,  in re spon se to 

the pre s sure s she fe e ls in trying to play the " expe cted 11 role 

of the profe s s ional person . 

Some educational programs tend t o  "remove " the ind i ­

vidual fr om thi s aspe c t  of her be ing, not by  de s ign ,  but by 

emphas i z ing value s of ano the r  s or t . Indivi du als in the se 

pr ograms may tend to see the role of t he home maker in an 

ent ire ly different fashi on from the pe r son trained in home 

e conomi c s .  

The mature home e conomi c s  person s hould b e  ab le to  

demonstrate the ski l l s  and ab i l i ti e s  ne eded for suc ce ssful 

l iving in her pr esent home and in making s uch change s  a s  

would hel;e her to l ive s uc ces sful ly in he r home of t he 

future . Evidence of her a b i l ity t o  adapt to changing con­

d i t i ons mi ght be cle arly not e d  in the w ay in whi ch she make s 

de c i s ions . De c i s i on-making is  a manageri al a b i l i ty ne eded 

by a ll homemakers . It  i s  a s k i l l  that invo lve s independen ce 

and compet ence . Perhap s no area s o  c le arly dep i c t s  the 
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ne ed fo r making wi se d e c i s i ons as does the are a de aling w i th 

family finance . A lack of int e l l igent fi nanc ial management 

has often b een c i ted a s  a pe r s i s tent caus e of family ten­

s ion and di scord . 

Fami l ie s are cons tantly faced w i th making de c i s i ons . 

De ci s i on-making requires a gre at d e al o f  knowledge in 

s e eking alt ernatives and re cogni zing the c onse quen c e s  of 

e ach.  Homemake rs who use thi s skill effe c t ive ly tend to 

we igh re spons i b i l i tie s in re l at ion to the total scheme of 

family v alue s  and plan acti on ac cordingly.  The g irl  

trained in a program giving emphas i s  t o  some f a ce t  of  a s im­

i lar s itua tion,  may be l imited in the p o s s i b le alt ernative s 

whi ch might gui de her de c i s ion-making . Limi t a t i ons of 

knowledge w ould pr o b ably re sult in l e s s  reward ing conse ­

quence s f o r  the fami ly . 

The mature home e c onomi cs pe rson should re ceive grat i ­

ficat ion for � of her � emo t i onal ne eds through having 

provided we l l  for he r familz . For example , her enl ightened 

sens e of manageme nt, so b a s i c  to the total well-be ing of t he 

family, would tend to se rve as a me ans of enhanc ing s at i s ­

fac t i on in the home . It  c ould help to  re duce  tens ions tha t  

can b e  so  e a s i ly fe lt when rout ine chores be c ome tedious and 

monot onous . Ne i t her mate rna l in s t inct nor g ood w i ll ,  valu­

ab le as t hey bo th are , are suffici ent to " re v i t al i ze " the 

we ary homemaker who has no t deve loped a ddi t i onal inner 
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r e s ources to he lp he r supply some of he r emot i onal ne ed s . 

In c ontrast , t he person who has not deve loped add i t i onal in­

ner re source s for he lp ing her to maintain a reali s t i c  per­

cept ion of her role , i s  like ly to exploit tho se  around her 

in an infant i le se arch for the grat ifi cati on of he r own 

emot i onal nee d s . 

The mature home e conomi cs pe r s on should � fami lX 

living � � a c t ive , dynami c  pr oce ss gu ided by generous , 

affe c t i onate interper sonal relat ionships .  Individual mem­

bers are l i ke ly to r e ce ive sound enc our agement and support 

as the y s e ek to a t t ain the ir a spirati ons . 

To -day ' s  fami ly living may , or  may no t ,  be mo re com­

plex than that of o ther e ra s . It is s imply diffe rent from 

that of o the r eras . The pr ob lems faced are no le ss s o lu b le 

than prob lems familie s have fa ce d and solved in the pas t .  

T o -day ' s  family ne eds  to pra c t i ce new approa c he s  and new tech­

nique s in regard to the s o lut ion of pro blems . The authori ­

tari an pattern ,  so  prevalent in ye ar s past , i s  hardly c ondu­

c ive to the deve lopment of chara cter i st i c s  ne eded to-day . 

The home e conomi c s  per son s hould � pr oblem-so lving 

Eroc edure s � she encounters the e very-day Er o b lems of life . 

The se procedure s s hould he lp he r in sharing the j oys of 

cre at i ve expr e s s ion, in numerous s ituat ions  ranging from 

he lping chi ldren exp lore the world about them, to  he lp ing 

the awkward ado l e scent gain s ome ins ight into his evolving 

adult status . I t  would also inc lude o ther forms of s e lf ­

expre s s ion, t hrough expe rimentati on with cre ative 
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arrangement s  of textur e , f orm ,  and c o l or ,  in f o od s ,  in 

c l o th ing, in home f urn i shin g s . Fur the rmo r e , she should 

general i ze tha t the c re at i ve mind tend s t o  be c ompe tent in 

u s ing pr o b l em- s o lving pro c e dur e s .  

The ma tur e home e c on omi c s  pe r s on shou ld r e al i z e  that 

her � f ami ly c ould n o t  d e v e l op the i r  cre at i vene s s through 

re gime ntat i o n ,  imi t a t i o n ,  and c on s t an t  e xp o sure to ine r t  

i de a s .  I t  i s  the tas k of he lping he r f a�ily d e ve lop the i r  

cre a t i ve t a lents that s he in turn b e c ome s  more genuine ly 

c r e a t i v e  he r se lf .  I t  be come s he r ave nue t o  s e lf - a c tual i z a -

t io n .  

I n  c ontr a s t  to the p e r s on who has examine d fund ame ntal 

v alue s of l iv ing and who ha s d e v e l o p e d  s ome o f  the ne e d e d  

c ompe tenc ie s ,  w i th empha s i s  o n  home and fa� i l y ,  o the r s  mi ght 

be l i m i t e d  in s e e ing how as one g i ve s of one 1 s  s e lf ,  one 1 s  

s e lf a long w i th o the r s , b e come s  a l ive . 

The mature home e c onomi c s  pe r s on s hould b e  able t o  

� 

glimp s e  the t o t a l  pe r spe ct ive of the l i f e  proce ss . She 

s hould en courage ind i v i dual memb e r s  of he r fam i ly to share 

in the s o lut i on of pr e s ent -day s o c i a l  and e c onom i c  pro b ­

lems . She s hould ant i c i p a t e  tha t c once rn for the " l arger 

wor ld11 would b e c ome incr e a s ingly i mp o r t ant a t  e a ch d e v e lop-

me ntal s tage - -kn owing that e arly l e arnings t e nd t o  b e  en-

duri ng le arnings , s e e k ing expre s s i on in v ar i ous f o rms . 
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A summary of  the c ompetencie s the mature home e co ­

nomi c s  person should exhi b i t  i s  a s  follows : 

The mature home e conomi cs  p er s on should b e  a ble to 

( a )  Tran slate enduring value s ,  such as , b e l ief in 

the worth and dignity of the individual and respe c t  for the 

integrity of the individual , into child care and child 

rearing pract ice s that would tend to fo s ter  he althy pe rson ­

ality development . 

( b )  Demonstrate the skill s and ab ilitie s nee ded for 

succe s sful living in he r pre sent home and in making such 

change s as w ould help her to l ive suc ce s sfully in her home 

of the future . 

( c )  Re ce ive gratification for some of  her own emotion ­

al needs  through having provided well for her family . 

( d )  S e e  family living as an active ,  dynamic proc e s s  

guided b y  generous , affe c tionate interpersonal relation­

ship s .  

( e )  Use problem-solving procedure s as she encounters 

the problems of everyday living . 

( f )  Reali ze  that her own family could not develop 

the ir cre ativene s s  through regiment at ion, imitation, and 

cons tant expo sure to ine rt ide as .  

( g )  Glimpse the total per spe ctive of the l ife proce s s . 



CHAPTER VII 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION S  

A .  SUMMARY 

The purpos e s  or the pre sent exploratory s tudy were 

to identiry s ome or the ractor s ( re al or latent ) whi ch may 

have a bearing upon the reasons why s tudents do or do not 

choose  home e conomi c s  as an are a  or spe c i al i z ation in col­

lege , and to identiry per sonal ity characteri s t i c s  or indi­

viduals whi ch tend to  be  domin ant in  a s e le cted group who 

have chosen  home e conomi cs  as an are a or spe c iali zat ion in 

college . 

I t  was hypothe s i zed that there would be no s i gniri ­

cant dirrerence in the personality s tructure o r  s tudents who 

sele c t  home e c onomi c s  as an are a or spe c i ali zat ion in col­

lege and those who s e le ct othe r areas or spe ciali zat ion . 

I t  was assumed tha t  pe ople s e e k  s ati sraction or 

the ir basic  ne eds  in e very major a spe ct or the ir live s - ­

including prore s s ional ( o c cupational ) ;  student s  who po s s e s s  

certain per s onal ity characteri s ti cs w ill pursue home e c o ­

nomi c s  as the ir rie ld or s tudy ; criteria can b e  operat ion­

ally derined which should be  userul to indivi duals in 

cho o s ing home e conomic s  as  a profe s s ion .  

The s tudy w a s  limited t o  rorty-e i ght white female 

students enrolled in the University of Tenne s s e e  during the 
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academi c year 1959 -60 . Four areas of s pe ciali zation were 

chosen- -home e conomi c s ,  liberal arts ,  bus ine ss admini stra­

tion,  and nurs ing . Sophomore s and s eniors ( e ight groups in 

all ) partic ipated in the s tudy . Sele c tion of students  was 

l imited to those who rated in the upper 10 per cent of 

the ir clas s s cholasti cally . Only s ingle s tudents b e tween 

the age s of seventeen and twenty-four were included .  

Two diagno s tic  ins truments were used for se curing 

the dat a .  The major ins trument was comprised of a serie s 

of five cartoons from the Blacky P i cture s ,  a pro j e c tive 

tes t  de s i gned to g e t  at the underlying factor s of person­

ality structure . The s e le ct ion of cartoons used in thi s  

s tudy was made on the b as i s  o f  the f indings from a pilot 

s tudy c onducted at the University of Tenne s s e e  during the 

summer term, 1959 . The s e c ond ins trument was the Tradi ­

tional Family I de ology Scale . Thi s s c ale was de s igned to 

ident ify one ' s  ideologi cal orientations regarding family 

struc ture and functioning . 

An analys i s  of the data from the Blac ky Picture s re ­

vealed tha t the home e conomic s  sub j e cts showed le ss di s ­

turb ance on the personality dimens i ons as  me asured by  the 

Blacky Picture s than did the other  three are as who par t i c i ­

pated i n  the study . Fur the rmore ,  the difference between 

the neutral re sponses  of the home e conomic s  sub j e c t s  and 

the nurs ing sub j e cts  on the to tal number of neutral 
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re spons e s  ind i c ated t hat the two groups dirre r .  The differ ­

ence was  found to be s ign i fic ant at  the 1 per cent leve l of 

conf idenc e .  Stat i s t i c ally s i gnifi cant diffe renc e s  b e twe en 

the s e  two group s of sub j e c t s  were also  found on two of the 

per sonali ty dimens i ons . The dirference b e tween the neutr al 

re sponse s on Ora l  Erot i c i sm was found to  be  s i gnif i c ant at 

the 10 per cent leve l of confiden ce . The difference b e ­

twe en the neutral re spons e s  on Identir i c a t i on Proce ss w as 

found t o  be s i gni ficant at the 5 per cent leve l of conr i ­

denc e . 

An analys is of the data fr om the Tradi t i onal Family 

Ide o logy Scale reve aled a numb er of s tat i s ti cally s ignif i ­

cant difference s b e twe en t he  me ans of t he obt ained scor e s . 

1 .  The re was a difrerenc e b e twe en the mean sub ­

s cores  or t he home e c onomi c s  sub j e cts  and the liberal art s  

sub j e c t s  ( sophomores and seniors c omb ined ) on two var i a b le s ,  

Authoritar i an Submis s i on and Extre me Emphas i s  on Di s ci p l ine . 

The difference b e tween the me ans of the sub s c ore s f or the s e  

two var iable s were both s ignif i c ant a t  the 1 p e r  cent level 

of confidence . 

2 .  There was a d ifferen ce between the mean sub ­

s c ore s of the home e conomi cs sophomore sub j e c t s  and the 

li beral art s  s ophomore sub j e ct s  on the personali ty var iable , 

Extreme Emphas i s  on Di s c ipline . The dirference was  found 

to  b e  s ignif i cant at the 10 per cent leve l of cooridence . 
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3 .  There was a difference b e tween the mean sub s c ore s 

of the home e c onomic s  s enior sub j e cts  and the liberal art s  

senior sub je cts on the variabl e ,  Authoritarian Submi s s i on .  

The difference was found to b e  s ignificant at the 5 pe r 

cent leve l  of c onfidence . The difference b e twe en the me an 

sub s core s on the variabl e ,  Extreme Emphas i s  on Di s cipl ine 

was found to be s i gnific ant at the 10 per cent l evel of 

confidence . 

4 .  There was  a difference between the me an sub ­

s core s of the home e conomi cs  sophomore sub j e cts  and the 

bus ine s s  admini stration s ophomore sub j e c t s  on the variable , 

Morali s tic  Re je ction of Impulse Life . The difference was 

found to be  s ignificant at the 5 per cent level of  confi­

dence . The difference was  in favor of the bus ine ss  admin­

i s tration sub j e ct s .  

5 .  There was a difference be twe en the me an sub­

score s of the home e c onomi c s  seniors and the bus ine s s  ad­

mini stration senior sub j ects  on the pers onality variable , 

Exaggerated Mas culinity and Femininity . The difference was 

found to be s ignifi cant a t  the 10 per cent leve l of c onfi ­

dence . 

6 .  There was a difference b e tween the me an sub ­

score s of the home e conomi cs  sub j e c t s  and the nur s ing sub ­

j e ct s  on the per s onality variable , C onventionali sm. The 



difference w as found to be s i gnificant at the 5 per cent 

leve l of conf idence . 
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7 • There was a difference between the means of the 

t otal s core of the home e conomi c s  sophomore sub j e cts and 

the nur sing s ophomore sub j e cts . The difference was found 

to b e  s ignifi cant at the 1 per cent leve l of confidence . 

8 .  The re was a d ifference between the me an sub ­

s core s of  the home e conomic s  sophomore sub j e cts and the 

nurs ing s ophomore sub j e c ts on the personality variable , 

Convent ional i sm.  The difference was f ound to be  s ignif i ­

cant at the 10 per cent level o f  confidence . 

B .  CONCLUSIONS 

The maj or s i gnificance of t hi s  s tudy lie s in the 

attempt t o  ident ify personality characte r i s t i c s  which tend 

to be dominant in a se le cted group who have cho sen home 

e conomi c s  as an are a of spe c i al i zat ion in colle ge . The 

following conclus ions sugge sted by the data of thi s explor­

atory inve st igati on s e emed justif ie d :  

Home e conomic s  sub je cts  more than the othe r thre e 

g�oups te sted,  tended:  

( a } To  b� less dependent upon o the r people 

( b )  To be le ss c onvent iona l in the ir approach to 

l ife 

( c )  To hold a more pos it ive s e lf-concept 
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( d )  To place gre ater emphas i s  on self-di s c ipline 

( e )  To reve al gre ater evidence of posi tive parental 

ident ification 

The pre ceding c onclusi ons del ine ated from the analy­

s i s  of t he data of this exploratory study support the re ­

je ction of the hypothe s i s  as  te sted b y  the two d iagno s t i c  

instruments used i n  thi s inve s tigation . 
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Sub j e c t s  

TABLE I 

PROFILE OF FIVE DIMENSI ONAL SCORES MADE ON THE 
BLACKY PICTURES BY SEVENTEEN UNDERGRADUATE 

HOME ECONOMICS  SUBJECTS 

Oral Oral Oed ipal Identification 
Erot i c i sm Sadi sm Intens i ty Proces s 

SoEhomore s 
1 + 0 0 0 
2 0 + 0 ++ 
3 0 + ++ 0 
4 ++ + ++ 0 
5 ++ 0 ++ 0 
6 0 + ++ ++ 
7 0 0 ++ 0 
8 + 0 + 0 

Seniors 
1 0 + 0 + 
2 0 0 ++ 0 
3 0 0 ++ 0 
4 0 0 ++ ++ 
5 ++ + ++ ++ 
6 0 ++ ++ 0 
7 0 0 + 0 
8 + + ++ 0 
9 0 0 ++ + 

118 

Ego -
I de al 

0 
0 
0 

++ 
+ 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

++ 
+ 
0 
0 
0 
0 



Sub j e c t s  

TABLE I I  

PROFI LE O F  FIVE D IMENSIONAL SC ORES MADE ON THE 
BLA CKY PICTURES BY FOURTEEN UNDERGRADUATE 

LIBERAL ARTS SUBJECTS 

Or al Or al Oedipal Ident i f i c at i on 
Ero t i c i sm S ad i sm Intens i ty Pro c e s s  

SoEhomore s 

1 0 0 ++ 0 
2 ++ 0 ++ ++ 
3 0 ++ ++ 0 
4 ++ + ++ + 
5 0 0 ++ 0 
6 + + ++ 0 

� 
++ + 0 + 

+ 0 ++ ++ 

Seniors  

1 ++ + ++ ++ 
2 0 0 ++ ++ 
3 0 + 0 0 
4 0 + 0 0 
5 + + ++ + 
6 + 0 + 0 

1 19 

Ego -
Ide al 

++ 
+ 
0 
+ 
0 
0 
0 
0 

+ 
+ 
0 
0 
0 
0 



Sub j e cts  

SoEhomore s  

1 
2 
3 
4 

Senior s  
1 
2 
3 
4 

TABLE I I I  

PROFILE O F  FIVE DIMENSIONAL SCORES MADE O N  THE 
BLACKY PICTURES BY EIGHT UNDERGRADUATE 

BUSINESS ADMINI STRATION SUBJEC TS 

Oral Oral Oedipal I denti.fic at ion 
Erot i c i sm Sadi sm Intens ity Pro ce s s  

0 0 0 + 
+ 0 0 0 
0 + ++ 0 

++ 0 + 0 

+ + ++ + 
0 + + 0 
+ + ++ + 
0 ++ 0 0 
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Ego-
I de al 

0 
0 
0 
0 

+ 
0 
0 
0 



Sub jects  

TABLE IV 

PROFILE OF FIVE DIMENSI ONAL SCORES MADE ON THE 
BLACKY PICTURES BY NINE UNDERGRADUATE 

NURSING STUDENTS 

Oral Oral Oedipal Identifi cation 
Erotici sm Sadism Intens ity Pro ce s s  

SoEhomore s 
1 + 0 ++ ++ 
2 ++ + ++ ++ 
3 0 0 ++ ++ 
4 0 + ++ ++ 
5 ++ 0 0 ++ 

Seniors 
1 + ++ ++ ++ 

2 ++ + 0 + 
3 0 0 + 0 
4 0 + ++ 0 

121 

Ego -
Ide al 

0 
0 
0 
0 
+ 

0 
+ 
0 

++ 



TABLE V 

PERCENTAGE OF EACH AREA OF SPEC IALIZATI ON SHOWING DI STURBANC E  ( + ) 
AND NEUTRAL ( 0 ) RESPONSES TO FIVE BLACKY DIMENSI ONS 

Blacky Dimens ion Home Lib eral Bus ine s s  
E conomic s  Arts Admini s trati on 

I .  Or al  Erot i c i sm 
D i s tur bed ( + )  29 . 41 57 . 15 so . so 
Neutr al ( 0 ) 70 . 59 42 . 85 so . 50 

I I . Or al S ad i sm 
D i s turbed ( + ) 47 . 06 57 . 14 6 2 . 50 
Neutral ( 0 )  52 . 94 42 . 86 37 . so 

IV . Oedipal Intens i ty 
Di s turb ed ( + ) 82 . 35 7 8 . 57 62 . 50 
Neutr al ( 0 )  17 . 65 2 1 .43 37 · 50 

VII . Ident if i c at ion Pro ce s s  
Di s turbed ( + ) 29 . 41 so . so 37 . 50 
Neutral ( 0 )  70 . 59 so . so 6 2 . 50 

x .  Ego I de al 
D i s tur bed ( + ) 23 . 52 35 . 71 12 . 50 
Neutral ( 0 ) 76 . 47 64. 29 87 . 50 

Nur s ing 

55. 55 
44· 44 

55 . 55 
44· 44 

77 · 7 7 
22 . 22 

77 . 7 7 
22 . 22 

33 · 33 
66 . 66 

1-' 
f\.) 
f\.) 



TABLE VI  

SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PERCENTAGES OF 
NEUTRAL RESPONSES OF SEVENTEEN HOME EC ONO}ITCS 

SUB JECTS AND NINE NURSING SUBJEC TS 
ON THE BLACKY PIC TURES 

Blacky Pi cture s  Leve l o f  C onfidence 

123 

. 10 . 05 . 01 

Oral Eroti c i sm 

Ident ifi cati on Pro ce s s  

Total number of neutral 
re spons e s  

i:·s ( si gnificant ) 

s":-

s 

s 



TABLE VII 

THE TABULATI ON OF SCORES MADE BY FORTY-EIGHT 
UNDERGRADUATE COLLEGE STUDENTS ON  THE 

TRADITIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCAL� 

C lass Interval 
Score s F Per Cent 

82- 91  1 2 . 08 

92-101 1 2 . 08 

102 -111 3 6 . 25 

112 -121 3 6 . 25 

122-131 10 20 . 83 

132-141 3 6 . 25 

142 -151 6 12 . 50 

152-161  9 18 . 75 

162 -171 6 12 . 50 

172 -181 5 10 . 42 

182-19 1 1 2 . 08 
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TABLE VII I 

THE TABULATI ON OF SCORES MADE BY FORTY-EIGHT UNDERGRADUATE 
C OLLEGE STUDENTS ,  GROUPED ACC ORDING TO  AREA OF 

SPECIALI ZATION,  ON THE TRADITI ONAL 
FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Home Liberal Busine s s  
Class  Economi c s  Art s  Admini s trati on Nurs ing 

Interv al F N = 17 N = 14 N = 8 N = 9 
Score s 

Per Per Per Per 
F C ent F Cent F Cent F C ent 

8 2 - 91  1 0 0 1 12 . 50 0 

92-10 1  1 1 5 . 88 0 0 0 

102-111 3 3 17 . 65 0 0 0 

112 -121 3 2 11 . 7 6 1 7 - 14 0 0 

122-131 10 3 17 . 65 3 2 1 . 42 2 25 . 00 2 22 . 22 

132-141 3 0 2 14. 29 0 1 11 . 11 

142 -151 6 2 11 . 76 2 14. 29 2 25 . 00 0 

152-161 9 3 17 . 65 2 14. 29 1 12 . 50 3 33 - 33 

162-171 6 1 5 . 88 3 21 . 42 1 12 . 50 1 11 . 11 

17 2 -181 5 1 5 . 88 1 7 - 14 1 1 2 . 50 2 22 . 22 

182-191 1 1 5 . 88 1 7 - 14 0 0 
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TABLE IX 

THE TABULATI JN OF SCORES MADE BY FORTY-EIGHT C OLLEGE STUDENTS , 
GROUPED AC CORDING T O  AREA OF SPECIALI ZATI ON , ON THE 

PERSONALI TY VARIABLE I ,  CONVENTIONALISM OF THE 
TRADITIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

C las s Home Liberal Bus ine s s  
I nterval F Economi c s  Art s  Admini s tration Nurs ing 

Score s N = 11 N = 1!± N = 8 N = 9 
Per Per Per Per 

F C ent F C ent F C en t F C ent 

25-34 1 0 0 1 12 . 50 0 

35-44 9 5 29 . 41 4 28 . 57 0 

45-54 20 7 41 . 18 5 35 - 71 6 75 . 00 2 2 2 . 22 

55-64 14 5 29 . 41 3 21 . 43 1 12 . 50 5 55 . 55 

65-74 4 0 2 14 . 29 0 2 22 . 22 
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TAB LE X 

THE TABULATI ON OF SCORES MADE BY FORTY-EIGHT COLLEGE STUDENTS , 
GROUPED ACCORDING TO AREA OF SPEC IALI ZATION,  ON THE 

PERSONALITY VARIABLE II , AUTHORITARIAN SUBMISSION 
OF THE TRADI TIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Home Lib er al Bus ine s s  
C lass E conomi cs Arts Administration Nurs ing 

I nterval F N = 17 N = l!t N = 8 N = 9 
Sc ore s Per Per Per Per 

F C ent F Cent F Cent F C ent 

34-43 8 7 41 - 76 0 1 12 . 50 0 

44-53 6 1 5 . 88 3 21 . 43 0 2 2 2 . 22  

54-63 20 4 2 3 . 53 4 28 . 57 7 87 . 50 5 55. 55 

64-73 12 4 2 3 . 53 6 42 . 80 0 2 22 . 22 

74-83 2 1 5 . 88 1 7 - 14 0 0 
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TABLE XI 

THE TABULATION OF SCORES MADE BY FORTY-EIGHT COLLEGE STUDENTS , 
GROUPED ACC ORDING TO AREA OF SPECIALIZATION , ON THE 

PERSONALITY VARIABLE II I ,  EXAGGERATED MASCULINITY 
AND FEMININITY, OF THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY 

IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Home Liberal Busine s s  
C las s Economi c s  Arts  Admini stration Nur s ing 

Interval F N = 17 N = lY: N = 8 N = 9 
S core s Per Per Per Per 

F C ent F C ent F Cent F C ent 

41- 50 2 1 5 . 88 0 1 12 . 50 

51- 60 6 4 27 . 05 1 7 - 14 1 1 1 . 11 

61- 70 15 4 27 . 05 5 35 - 71  2 25 . 00 4 44- 44 

71- 80 14 5 29 . 41 5 35 - 71  3 37 - 50 1 11 . 11 

81- 90 6 1 5 . 88 3 21 .43 2 2 2 . 22 

91-100 5 2 11 . 76 0 2 25 . 0 0  1 11 . 11 
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TABLE XII 

THE TABULATION OF SCORES MADE BY FOR TY-EIGH T  COLLEGE STUDENTS ,  
GROUPED ACCORDING TO AREA OF SPECIALI ZAT ION ,  ON THE 

PERSONALITY VARIABLE I V ,  EXTREME EHPHASIS ON 
DI SCI PLINE , OF THE TRADI TIONAL FAMI LY 

IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Home Li beral Bus ine s s  
C l as s Economi c s  Arts  Admini s trat i on Nur s ing 

Interval F N = 11 N m 19: N = 8 N = 9 
Score s Pe r Pe r Per P e r  

F C ent F C ent F C ent F Cent 

11-20 13 6 35 . 69 2 14. 29 2 25. 00 3 33 - 33 

2 1 -30 24 9 52 . 94 5 35 - 7 1  5 37 · 50 5 55 - 55 

31-40 10 2 1 1 . 7 6  6 42 . 80 1 12 . 50 1 11 . 11 

41-50 1 0 1 7 . 14 0 0 
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TABLE XII I  

T HE  TABULATION OF SCORES MADE BY FORTY-EIGHT COLLEGE STUDENTS ,  
GROUPED ACC ORDING T O  AREA OF SPECIALIZATION, ON THE 

PERSONALITY VARIABLE V ,  MORALI STIC REJECTI ON OF 
IMPULSE LIFE , OF THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY 

IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Home Liberal Busines s  
C la s s  Economi c s  Art s Admini s t ration Nursing 

Interval F N = 17 N = l!i N = 8 N = 9 
Scor e s  Per Per Per Per 

F C ent F Cent F C ent F Cent 

14-23 4 2 11 . 7 6  0 1 12 . 50 1 11 . 11 

24-33 1 7  7 41 . 76 5 3 5 . 71 4 50 . 00 1 11 . 11 

34-43 20 6 35 . 69 7 50 . 00 2 25 . 00 5 55. 55 

44-53 6 1 5 . 88 2 14 . 29 1 12 . 50 2 22 . 22 

54-63  1 1 5 . 88 0 0 0 



Numbe r  

1 7  

14 

8 

9 

TAB LE XIV 

C OMPARISON OF MEAN SC ORES MADE ON THE TRADITI ONAL FAMI LY IDEOLOGY 
SCALE BY FORTY-EIGHT UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT S  GROUPED 

ACC ORDING TO AREA OF SPECIALIZATI ON IN C OLLEGE 

Group Total Personal i ti v ar i a b l e s included in the s cale 
S core I I I  

Home Economi c s  136 - 47 50 . 35 53 - 11 

Ll b e ral  Ar t s  147 . 14 5 1 . 00 62 . 57 

Bus ine s s  
Adminl s tr a t i on 140 . 62 48 . 7 5 56 . 25 

Nurs ing 152 . 33 59 . 11  60 . 33 

I I I  IV 

69 . 00 22 . 0 5  

7 1 . 50 29 . 28 

7 3 · 7 5  23 . 00 

7 3 . 00 23 . 00 

v 

33 · 70 

35- 7 8  

30 . 87 

38 . 22 

1-' 
w 
1-' 



Number 

8 

8 

4 

5 

TABLE XV 

COMPARISON OF MEAN SCORES MADE ON THE TRADITI ONAL FAMI LY IDEOLOGY 
SCALE BY TWENTY-FIVE SOPHOMORE STUDENTS GROUPED ACC ORDING 

TO AREA OF SPECIALIZATI ON I N  COLLEGE 

Group To tal Personal i ty var i a b le s inc lude d in the s cale  
Score 

I I I  

Home Economi c s  139 - 75 51 - 50 54. 62 

Li beral Ar ts 147 . 12 52 . 37 60 . 62 

Bus in e s s  
Admini stration 122 . 25 44 · 75 52 . 00 

Nur s ing 164. 00 60 . 60 65 . 00 

I I I  IV 

70 . 50 22 . 37 

7 1 . 25 28 . 87 

6 2 . 75  21 . 50 

78 . 20 26 . 60 

v 

34· 75 

3 7 - 00 

24 . 50 

43 . 80 

1-' 
VJ 
1\) 



Number 

9 

6 

4 

4 

TABLE XVI 

C OMPAR I S ON OF MEAN SC ORES MADE ON T HE  TRADITI ONAL FAMI LY IDEOLOGY 
SCALE BY TWENTY-THREE SENI OR STUDENTS GR OUPED ACC ORDING 

T O  AREA OF SPECIALIZATI ON IN C OLLEGE 

Group 
PeRs_�na].i ty VEJ.I"_j_ab1e s Jncluged in the s c ale 

I I I  I I I  I V  v 

Home Economi c s  133 - 55 49 - 33 51 . 7 7 67 . 66 21 . 77 32 - 77 

Liberal Arts  147 - 16 49 - 16 6 5 . 16 71 . 8 3  29 . 83 34. 16 

Bus ine ss 
Admini stration 159 . 00 52 . 75 60 . 05 84 . 7 5  24. 50 37 . 25 

Nurs ing 137 - 75 57 . 25 54. 50 67 . 00 18 . 50 31 . 25 

...... 
w 
w 
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TABLE XVI I  

SI GNIFI CANCE O F  THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE T OTAL SCORE 
AND OF THE FIVE SUB SC O RES FOR SEVENTEEN H OME ECONOMICS 

SUBJEC TS AND FOURTEEN LIBERAL ARTS SUBJEC TS ON 
THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Score s 

To tal s c ore 

Sub score s :  
C onventional i sm 

Authori t ar i an Submi ss i on 

Exagger ated Mas cul inity and 
Femin ini ty 

Extreme Emphas i s  on D i s c i pl ine 

Mora l i s t i c  Re j e c ti on of 
Impul se Life 

·HN . S .  ( Not  s i gnifi c ant } 
iHt-s . ( Si gnifi cant } 

Leve l of Conf idence 

. 10 . 05 . 01 

N . S .  * 

N . S .  

s . .,.. 
.. 

N . S .  

s . 

N . S .  
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TABLE XVI II 

SI GNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE TOTAL SC ORE M�D 
OF THE FIVE SUBSCORES FOR EI GHT SOPHOMORE HOME ECONOMI C S  

SUBJECTS AND EIGHT SOPHOMORE LIBERAL ARTS SUBJECTS 
ON THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Score s 

To tal score 

Sub s cores : 
C onvent ionalism 

Authoritarian Submi s s ion 

Exaggerated Mas culinity and 
Femininity 

Extreme Emphas i s  on Di scipline 

Morali s t i c  Re j e ct ion of 
Impulse Life 

*N . s .  ( Not s i gnificant ) 
·JHl-s . ( Significant ) 

Leve l of Confidence 
. 10 . 05 . 0 1  

* N . S .  

N . S .  

N . S . 

N . S .  

N . S .  
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TABLE XIX 

SI GNI FI CANCE OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE TOTAL SCO RE 
AND OF THE FIVE SUB SCORES FOR NINE SENIOR HOME ECONOMI C S  

SUB JEC TS AND SIX SENI OR LIBERAL ARTS SUBJEC TS ON 
THE TRADITI ONAL FAMI LY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Score s 

To tal s c ore 

Sub s c o re s : 
C onventional i sm 

Autho r i t ari an Su bmi ss ion 

Exaggerated Ma s culinity and 
Feminin ity 

Extreme Emphas i s on Dis c ip l ine 

Mor al i st i c  Re j e c t i on o f  
Impulse Life 

;:N . S .  ( No t s i gnifi cant ) 
' S .  ( Signifi c ant ) 

Leve l of Confidence 
. 10 . 05 . 01 

* N . S .  

N .  S .  

N . S . 

s . 

N . S .  

s . ** 
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TABLE XX 

S I GNIFICANCE OF THE D IFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE TOTAL SCORE 
AND OF THE FIVE SUBSCORES FOR SEVENTEEN HOME ECONOMICS 

SUBJECTS AND EI GHT BUSINESS ADMINI STRATI ON SUB JECTS 
ON THE TRADI TIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Score s 

To tal s core 

Sub score s :  
Conventionali sm 

Authoritar i an Submis s ion 

Exaggerated Mas culinity and 
Femininity 

Extreme Emphas i s  on 
D i s c ipline 

Mor al i st i c  Re je ction of  
Impulse  Life 

*N . S .  ( No t  s ignifi c ant ) 

Leve l of C onfidence 
. 10 . 05 . 01 

* N .. s .. 

N . S .  

N . S  .. 

N . S . 

N . S . 

N . S .  
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TABLE XXI 

SI GNI FICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE TOTAL SC ORE AND 
OF THE FIVE SUB SCORES FOR EIGHT SOPHOMORE HOME EC ONOMI C S  

SUBJECTS AND FOUR SOPHOMORE BUSINESS ADMINI STRATI ON 
SUB JECTS ON THE TRADITI ONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Sc ore s 

To tal s core 

Sub score s :  
Convent iona l i sm 

Authorit arian Submi s s ion 

Exaggerated Ma s cul inity 
and Feminini ty 

Extreme Emphas i s  on 
D i s c i pl ine 

Moral i s ti c  Re j e c ti on of 
Impulse Life 

� . s .  (Not  signifi cant ) 
**s . ( Si gnifi c ant ) 

Leve l of C onf idence 

. 10 . 0$ . 0 1 

N . S .  * 

N . S . 

N . S .  

N . S . 

N . S .  

s . ** 
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TABLE XXII 

SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE TOTAL SCORE AND 
OF THE FIVE SUBSCORES FOR NINE SENI OR HOME ECONOMIC S  SUBJEC TS 

AND FOUR SENIOR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATI ON SUBJECTS ON 
THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Score s 

To tal s core 

Sub s c ore s :  
C onventionalism 

Authoritarian Submi s s i on 

Exaggerated Mas cul inity 
and Femininity 

Extreme Emphas i s  on 
Di scipline 

Moral i s t i c  Re j e ction of 
Impul s e  Life 

*N . s . ( Not s ignificant ) 
·:1-*s . ( Signifi cant ) 

Level of C onfidence 
. 10 . 05 . 01 

* N . S .  

N . S . 

N . S .  

s . ** 

N . s . 

N . S .  



TABLE XXII I  

SIGNIFI CANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE TOTAL SCORE AND 
OF THE FIVE SUBSCORES FOR SEVENTEEN HOME ECONOMI C S  

SUBJECTS AND NINE NURSING SUBJECTS ON THE 
TRADITIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

S core s  

To tal s core 

Sub s cores :  
Conventionali sm 

Authoritari an Submi s s i on 

Exaggerated Mas culinity 
and Feminini ty 

Extreme Emphas i s  on 
Di s cipline 

Morali s t i c  Re jecti on of 
Impul se Life 

*N . s .  ( No t  signifi cant ) 
�� . ( Si gnifi cant ) 

Level of Confi dence 
. 10 . 0 5  . 01 

* N . S . 

N . S .  

N . S .  

N . S .  

N . S .  

s . '"' 



TABLE XXIV 

SIGNIFI CANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE TOTAL SCORE AND 
OF THE FIVE SUBSCORES FOR EIGHT SOPHOMORE HOME ECONOMIC S  

SUBJECTS AND FIVE SOPHOMORE NURSING SUBJE CTS ON 
THE TRADITI ONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

S core 

To tal s c ore 

Subs c ores :  
Conventi onal i sm 

Authoritarian Submi s s ion 

Exaggerated Mas culinity 
and Femininity 

Extreme Emphas i s  on 
Di s c ipline 

Morali st i c  Re je ct ion of 
Impul se Life 

*s.  ( Si gn ificant ) 
**N . S .  (Not significant ) 

Level of C onfidence 
. 10 . 05 . 01 

s .  
** N . S .  

N . S .  

N . S .  

N . S .  

s . *  



TABLE XXV 

SI GNIFI CANCE OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEANS OF THE TOTAL SCORE AND 
OF THE FIVE SUBSCORES FOR NINE SENIOR HOME ECONOMI C S  

SUB JECTS AND FOUR SENIOR NURSING SUBJECTS ON 
THE TRADITIONAL FAMI LY IDEOLOGY SCALE 

Score s 

Total s core 

Sub s core s : 
C onventionali sm 

Authori tar i an Submis s ion 

Exaggerated Masculinity 
and Femininity 

Extreme Empha s i s  on 
D i s c ipline 

Moral is tic  Re je ction of 
Impulse Life 

*N . s .  ( Not s ignificant ) 
**s .  ( Signifi cant ) 

Leve l of Confidence 
. 10 . 05 . 0 1 

-!:· N . S .  

N . S .  

N . S .  

N . S .  

N . S .  

s . �  
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TABLE XXVI 

C OMPARI SON OF MEAN SCORES MADE ON THE TOTAL SCORE AND THE FIVE 
PERSONALI TY VARIABLES OF THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY IDEOLOGY 

SCALE BY UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS , SOPHOMORES AND 
SENI ORS , GROUPED ACCORDING TO AREA 

OF SPECIALI ZATION IN COLLEGE 

Personality 
V ariable s 

I .  Conventi onali sm 
Sophomore s 
Seni or s  

II . Authoritarian 
Submiss ion 

I I I . 

Sophomore s  
Seniors 

Exa�gerated Mas cu­
lin ty � Femininity 

Sophomore s 
Seniors  

IV . Extreme Emphas i s  on 
D i s c ipline 

Sophomore s 
Seniors 

V .  Morali s t i c  Reje cti on 
of Impulse  Lire 

Sophomore s 
Seniors 

To tal s c ore 
Sophomore s  
Seniors 

Sophomore s 
Senior s 

Bus ine s s  
Home Li beral Admin- Nurs ing 

Economi c s  Art s  i stration 

54 . 62 
51 - 7 7  

71 . 50 
67 . 66 

22 . 57 
21 . 77 

34 - 7 5 
32 - 77 

139 - 75 
133 - 55 

N = 8 
N = 9 

52 . 37 
49 . 16 

60 . 62 
6 5 . 16 

7 1 . 25 
71 . 83 

28 . 87 
29 . 83 

37 - 00 
34- 16 

N = 8 
N = 6 

44- 75 
52 . 7 5 

52 . 00 
60 . 05 

62 . 75 
84 . 7 5 

21 . 50 
24. 50 

122 . 25 
159 . 00 

N = 4 
N = 4 

60 . 60 
57 . 25 

65 . 00 
54 - 50 

78 . 20 
67 . 00 

26 . 60 
18 . 50 

4J . 80 
31 . 25 

164. 00 
137 - 75 

N = 5 
N = 4 



TAB LE XXVI I  

PERCENTAGE OF EAC H  AREA OF SPEC IALI ZATI ON SHOWING 
TOTAL DI STURBANCE (+) AND NEUTRAL ( 0 )  RESPONSE S  

TO FIVE B LA C KY  D IMENSI ONS 

Are a  
o f  D i s tur b ance Neut ral 
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Spe c i a l i z at i on N Re spons e s  (+) Re spons e s  ( O )  

Home E conomi c s  17 44 - 71 55 . 29 

Li b e r a l  Art s 14 55. 60 44 · 30 

Bus ine s s Admi n i s trat i on 8 45. 00 55 . 00 

Nur s ing 9 58 . 14 41 . 8 6 
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