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PREFACE

The main sources of information used in this work are contained
in the files of Indian Office Records in the National Archivas and the

¥ar Departaent. These manuscripts were in the form of letters written
by Return Jonsthan Meigs to the War Departmant, and those written My
the Secretaries of War to the Cherokee Agent at Southwest Point.

The purpose of this study is to reveal the part Return Jonathan

Meigs pleyed during the twenty-twe yesrs he served as Cherokee Indian

Agent for the Pedsral Oovernment,
In the preparation of this study, the writer is greatly indebted

to Dr. Stanley J. Folmsbee for his helpful suggestions and valuable

criticimm.
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CHAPTER X

INTRODUCTION

Eu-}z Iife of Meigs

History leavea only a brief sketch of the youthful life of our
subject, Return Jonathan Meige. He was born in Middletown, Commnectiocut,
Decsmber 17, 1740. His esrly educstion was such as the public schocls
of that day afforded. His correspandenes i3 ovidence that he had mastered
the art of pemmanship, and his imowledgs of mathematics must have been
extenasive., Meigs was bred to the trade of a hatter, which was a common
ocoupation in Connecticut towns at that time.1

The name Return Jonathen has a unique origin. Meigs' mother, a
Quakeress maiden, had just refused to marry his father-to-be for what he
thought was the last time. As he mounted his horse to leave, she called
to him, "Return, Jonathan Meigsi® They were married and their first
born was named Retuwrn Jonathan, The name was handed down through five
gensrations, every member distinguishing himself in public service.?

13, P, Hildreth, Biofgagggcal end Hiatorical Memoirs of the Early
Settlers of Ohio, to Which is Annex g of Occurrences
H « Der Cmpany ,

as mdnth, lnoira

Ys P» 258. Cited hereinafter

ernment PrintmgOtﬂoo,l.SB'{). pp. 21&-215.



Physical Appesrance

Colonel leigs was a man of slender build and medium height. Re
bad a high bold forshead and a Grecian nose, His black eyes, radiating
with benevolence, could quiekly change, striking terror to the boldest
heart when focused upon one guilty of wrong doing. His facial expression
gave the impression of superior intelligence. Wuile serving as an
Indian agent, he was active in the athletic sports engaged in by the
young Indians. Even when an old man, Meigs was snergetic and grecaful
in a1l of his movemsats.}

Revolutionary Career

The people of Middletown were consclous of the gathering stora
and, like those of other New Bngland towns, prepared theaselves by
forming and training ailitary campanies. A well-armed and uniformed
campany was orgamized in Middletown, and Meigs was chosen as their cap-
tain.l He was commissioned a major, Mxy 1, 1775, and served in the
Revolutionary War in that capacity in Willys' Second Regiment of Con-
necticut for the greater portion of two mo.s

Izmediately after the first shots were fired at Laxington, Neigs
assembled his company of light infantry and marched to Camdbridge, offer-
ing his services for the defeunse of the colonies. Benedioct Arncld and

sm&m, Memoirs, p. 2780

hwo 9 P 279.

5:.«»: froa the War Department, March 29, 1946, citing undesignated
official records.




rom

- Gy R

Marshalis LIFE of WASHINGTON

_Mé,’.gi" Pou{cﬂ ‘o Quebec,.




L

Bthan Allen bhad been successful in their attacks on the British-Canadian
posts and believed the Prench inhabitants would prove friendly, since
they had never becaoms reconciled to the English, General ®ashington and
a committee of Congress visited the camp and decided to send a body of
troops into Canada via the Xemnebec and Chaudiere rivers. They were
expscted to collaborate with General Hontgmmery, then in the vieimity of
Montreal. Colonel Arnold was chosen to lead the expedition and Major
Nolgs was one of the field officers in charge of the infamtry.8

Colomel Arnold's troops consisted of two battalions, segments of
the army located at Cambridge. His historic march to Qusbec and the
attack on that citedel is recorded in a day~by-day description in Meige?!
Jownal of the Quebec campaign.’ On the thirteenth of Septamber, 1775,
the expedition left Camdbridgs, and after marching northeast several days,
arrived at Essbwryport. Fram this point the detachment embarked on
board ten transports. Their orders were to sail for the mouth of the
Kenngbec River. The journey by sea was made without incident and the
ascent of this strear was eccamplished by transports to Fort Western,
where the men were transferred o two hundred bateawx.® From Fort Westem
to Fort Halifax the Kennebec River was wide and deep. Feir progress was
made and the danger of the bateaux's over-turning was lessened by the

ég11dreth, Memoirs, p. 259,

Within the Circle of Cbservation e Dotachm: o e
pﬂblishcr, no date).

Bm” Pe 3

[




5
depth of the water. The journey above Fort Halifax proved to be differ-
ent; the ripples had become cascades., Under the date of the third of
October we find in Meigs' accownt the following:

Proceeded up the river to Norrid y On By way I
called at a house where I saw a child 1} months old which is
the first white child born here. At 7 o'clock in the evaning
a little below Norridgewalk my battoe /sic/ filled with water
going up the falls here I lost my kettle, butter, and sugar,
a loss not to be replaced here.?

Several rapids were such that it was necessary to travel on the
bank, carrying the equipment and supplies. When the Great Carrying Place,
betwesn the Kennsbec and the Dead rivers, was reached, it was necessary
to transport everything across twelve miles of land in muddy terrain,
with only three ponds to relieve the difficulty. A council was held near
the headwaters of Dead River, at which it was decided that ths sick of
Meigs' and Captain Morgan's divisions should be smesd 1o Cambridge 10

Continuing the ascent of Dead River until its source was reached,
Colonel Arnold, his officers and troops, tock to the highlands betwsen
the Dead and Chaudiere rivers. Provisions were meager and actually the
men were facing starvation., MlMeigs mentions passing soldiers on the march
who had no provisions and eppeared sickly. %*One or two dogs were killed,
which the distressed soldiers ate with good appetite even the feet and
akins.” Two dayes later, when practically every morsel of food had been
consumed, provisicns arrived in the form of fresh beef, fowls, buiter,

Spoids, p. ks
Vg, p. 5
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pheasants and vegstahles. The couatry was thinly settled on the lower
Chaudiere but fortunately the peopls were kind and generous to the fam-
ished seldiers.il

The detachment reached the mouth of the Chaudlere; crossed over
the flats and mansged to cross the St. lawrence on November 13. The next
day they marched on to the Plains of Abraham near the city of Quebec,
and placed guards on the roads to cut off communications betwsen the
oity and country. It was Neigs® opinion that the city might have been
taken had an agsault been made at that tims. After a rest, the troops
decamped and marched up to Point Aux Trembles, about twenty-ons ailes
from Quebes.l?

On December 1, Gsneral Montgomery arrived froa Montreal with three
armed schoomers, provisions, ammunition, and men. These men and supplies
raised the hopes of the troops and a semi-giege began with the ultimate
hope of foreing the city to eurrender,id

The difficulties encountered in the sisge were almost beyond
deseription. One officer mentiomed that "for forty days I waded in water
nore or less « . . moat of the time in freeming weather.* The ration
during this eiege was an allowance of one-half pint of flour per man each
day, and half of the time no meat. ¥ Mistory records this siege and the

nma., p. 6.
Ymag,, p. 7.

uxbido' p. a'
lumm, Mamoirs, p. 266,



Capadian campaign a failwe.

In the final attack, December 21, 1775, ebout one hundred men were
killed and wounded, including one captain and two lieutenants killed, and
“Golouel Arnold, Captain Hubbard, Captain Lamb, Lieutenant Steall, Lieu-
tenant Tifdale, Brigate-lajor Ogden, wounded.” The greatest single loss
was Generdl Momtgumery, who was mortally wounded in the head and in Yoth
thighs. A worthy tribute was paid this =military leader when he was
given a decent intsrment i{n a handscme ocoffin,

All but a few of the infantry that penstrated the aity were cap-
tured. They were confined in the Jesuit College bulldings, while the
officers were held in the Semimary. Najor leigs mentions that he dined
with Captain Law of the British army the first night. In the morning of
this same day Captain Law had been his prisener,iS

Major Chris Prench, a prisaner of the Continental army, wrote
Gensral ¥anMiggton, August 5, 1776, requesting that he be given in ex-
changs for Major Meigs. Ho had besn a prisonsr since the early part of
the war and felt that his relsase through an exchange was overdus, yet
hutmaildgnbardmmdmdwcmmpmw
thamoondiumuw.m

General Washington did not object to this exchange and answered
the request of Major Franch with favor., Howsver, he added that, should

1‘“1”’ Joml, Pe 1.

16&.1” French to Gensral Washington, August S, 1776, CAD
ohi: Pifth Series, 1776-1783 (¥Washington: St. Clair Clarke
oe, 1848), X, p. T77»



8
General Howe refuse to agree to the axchange or other difficulties arise,
the Continental Congress would have éo grant authority before he could
take sqtion.t?

The letter of the British prisonsr was enclosed in one writtem
by the colonial Cammander-in-Chief to Osnersl Howe, August 17, 1776, In
addition to giving his consent for an axchange of the prigonsrs involved,
the American commander expressed his appreciation of ths courtesy shown
by Genersl Hows in a previcus letter.)S

While Meigs languished in prison his thoughts were of his men.
On August 15, 1776, he sent a petition to thas Continental Congress in
bebalf of thoss officers and scldiers who were captured at the storming
of Quebes, Decamdar 31, 1775. The petition showed that the men taken as
prisoners at Qusbec had obtained ocnly the physicsl necessities for a
mere existence. Meigs asked Cangrass to arrange, as soon as possidle,
for a cartel and an exohange of prisoners. He als¢ mentiocned that the
garrison had no monaey, 1littls credit, and was not given the respect

ox«dimrﬂ.ygrmtdtopﬁuomntmbythotr%;”

170eneral Waghtngton to Major Prench, August 8, 1776, American
Archives, Fifth Series, 1776-1783 (Weshingtons St. Clair Clarke and
m’ 18“8), I, ’. 853.

“m Washington to General Rowe, August 17, 1776,
Archives, Fifth Series, 1776-1783 (Washington: St. Clair Clar!
ar rorce, 1&8), I’ P 997

197ne petition of Meigs to the Continental Cengress, August 15,
1776, Amarican Archives, Fifth Saries, 1776-1783 (Washingtan: St. (lair
MQ » 13&8), I. Pe 962‘



The Continentsl Congress, in a previous session held in June,
had granted General Washington the privilege of errenging for the ex-
change of British captivea for American prisoners taken in Canads. In
case no gensral arrangssent could be agreed upon, eome provision should
be made for supplying the American prisoners with the neceesities of
1life, Either bills of exchange drawn by British officers, then prisoners,
in the solonies, or mongy, if needed, should be provided for the
supplies .20

Meigs did a1l he could to alleviate the sufferings of the prison~
ors during that dresdful winter Zollowing their capture. Thay suffered
more fram the lack of warm olothing than from the lack of food, He and
Colonel Christopher Creen advanced two hundred dollars to the prisoners
and charged the amount to the American Congress. The following was
found concerning a delayed paymenmt, In 1785 Congress reesolved:

e « o« that the Board of Treasury take order for paying
to R. J. Meigs, late a colonel in the service of the United
States and to ths legal representative of Christopher Oreen,
deceased, lats a colonel in said service, the sum of two
bundred dollars, the same having been expendsd for the use
and comfort of ths unfortunate prisoners in Quedec, in the

No official date of Meigs' releass from prison has been found.
It 45 imown to have occurred previous to May 12, 1777, for on this date

Re was commissioned lisutenant-colonsl and asaigned to a Connecticut
regimant .22

2°1'MA., )-13 1612.
L1 dreth, Memoirs, pp. 266-267.

2 0tter from the War Departasnt, March 29, 1946.
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Meigs enlisted a part of hig regiment in an unocertain attempt to
destroy the forage and stores collected by the British at Sag Havrbor on
long Island Sowmd. These war supplies were intended for the use of the
British forces in New York.2

Por the successful accamplisdaant of this attack, Congrees, on
July 25, 1777, by resolution showed its appreciation of the meritoriouvs
service rendered by Lieutenant-Colonel Meigs and his detachment, This
axpedition was made under handicsps, yst Meigs and his men distinguished
thamselves in enterprise, activity, and valor. Por this service Cangress
requested "that an elegint sword be provided by the commissary general
of militery stores, and presented to lieutenant-Colonel Mas.*a*

In 3eptember, 1777, leige was promoted to the rank of colonal of
the éth and 10th Connecticut regiments, a rank which-he held throughout
the remainder of the war.25 In the bercic adventure resulting in the
capture of Stony Point, Meigs and his regiment acted a comspicuous
part.26 The regiments of Pebviger and Meigs, with Major Kull's detachment,

p114reth, Uamoirs, p. 267.

Zigen this requisition for the sword was sent to the cammissary
general of military stores, a abortege had developed. The last order had
besn refused by the Board of War because the swords were badly executed,
Howaver, since the gentlemen due thess deserved war relics would not ac~
cspt those fram domestic purchass, Congress placed an order for eight
plain, but elegant, silver mowmted swords, imported from France. Worth-
ington C. Ford and Gaillard Hunt, editors, Jowrnals of the Continental

ss, 1774=1789, 3k volumes (Washington: United States Government
nting Offtce, 1907), VIII (1777), pp. 579-580; and XIX (1781), pp. 6=9.

251etter from the War Departmmt, March 29, 1946.
MM. wm’ 2“0
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formed the right column. The fortress was on a commanding hill, projece
ting far into the Hudsem, which washes most of its bagse. On the night
of July 15, 1779, the right colum, in codladoration with other units,
crossed the marshland, surmounted every obstacle and entered the works
without firing a gm. Colonel Meigs ehared largely in the honors and
dangers of ths assault, mounting the breast~work at the head of his men.
After a brief hand-to-hand struggle, the British garrison surrendered
and the iAmericans took possesaion ¢f the fortress.

The capture of Stony Point was practically a false victory, Ow-
ing to the scarcity of men the fortress was svacuated and the troops
were withdrewn to the Mighlands,Z7

Neigs served his cowmtry with fidelity to the end of the war,28
There is same dovbt as to the date of his separation fram ths argy, but
it 4s generally believed to have been Januery 1, 1761.29

Iife in Northwest Territory

In 1787 Meige became a member of the mewly formed Ohio Company
and Associates. This company was organised by a group of New Englanders

21ad,, pp. 270-272.

29Letter fran the War Departssnt, March 29, 1946.
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for the purpoge of purchasing a large territory in the Northwsst. Ths
grovwp had ferming in mind, which seems strunge since they chose such a
Mlly section. Tet, the only suitadble block of territery availsble at
mtmmthongimulactod.”

Two parties, with a total of forty-eight man, were asssmbled at
Bartford, Comeocticut, in December, 1787 and Janvary, 1788. In one of
these companies were four surveyers, one of whom was Meigs. These sur-
veyors were assigned to swrvey the tract as purchasers were fownd, 31

After many delays the pilonsers arrived at the mouth of the Mugk~
ingam, April 7, 178852 and immediately began clearing the land, building
houses and constructing fortifisaticas.33 As soon as shelter was
egtablished, the pioneers saw the need for some gystem of civil law and
sutbority, since ths public officers of the Northwest Territory had not
arrived. Acoordingly, Meigs drew up a concise systea of rules and
regulations, considered by the emigrants as a protection for their well-
being and presarvation. To publieise these accepted laws, the bark was
cut from a large cak tres standing nesr the confluence of the Ohio and
Mugicingum rivers and on this flat surface was tacked the sheet contalining

Xpariow Lindley, Norris Schneider, and Milo Quaife, History of
the Ordinance of 1787 and the (1d Northwest Territory (Marietta: r
erritory Celebration Commission, 1927), ppe 2L=25.

)‘M’ p. .
”Im., Pe ”o

31vad., p. ko.




13
the regulations.’® The Board of Directers appointed Colonsl Meigs to
adminipter these self-made laws and see that they were adhered to umtil
the govarmmntal authorities arrived.’®

In performing the duties of his originsl task, Meigs, in 1789,
surveyed the meandsrs of the Ohie River, traversing its banks from the
Siuskingoa to the Big Sandy. This work was near ths western bowndary of
the purchase and was dangercus because of Indian attacks. Seven men
under a fellow surveyor were killed in an Indian ambuscede, foreing ths
parties to return to Maristta. 4n Indian war oocurred, bringing about
the suspension of surveying for several m-”

The first session of the Court of Common Fleas wes held Septembder 2,
1788, According to Rildreth, %, ., . thie being the earliest court ever
assetbled in the Horth-western [si¢/ Territory, it was honored with all
the ceremory dus po importest an occasion.® The people of the Territory
formed a procession, with ths sheriff, Colonel E. Sproats, at the hsad.
The judges of the court, supreme juidges and the governor were ascorted
by United States officers from Fort Barmar, They treversed adbout omes-half
aile to the northwest block-house of Csapus Martius. Impressive csre-
monies wers held, after which the court was organised end opened for
business by the sherifs,37

» Memoirs, p. 273

Slindiey, History Ordinance 87, p. 433 7. Js Swamers,
History of lMarietta (Maristta, Ohic sader Publishing Co., 1903), p. 62.
’”‘m‘a‘"u, Mexoirs, p. 27L.

37%6, P 273.
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NMeigs' political career began July 30, 1768. GCovernor Arthur St.
Clair conferred upon him the commissions of justice of the peace of
Washiagton County, and *Prothonotary of the Court of Common Fleas.*3S
The duties required of the prothonotary were: "to keep and preserve the
records of the saild Court of Cammon Fleap—=to kesp the seal of the Court.*
He was directsd also to issue all legal pspers required according to the
provailing, or nswly adopted, lews for the Territarial Uovermmant and
the benefit of the imhabitants,’? s work was sstlafactory in these
positions, and in 1792, Govermor 8t. Clair appointed him commissioner
for licensing "Merchant Traders and tsvernkwepers in the County of Wash-
ington,sb0

The salaries of these positions were probahly low, To supplsment
his income, Meigs on May 20, 1791, secured his land warrant under the
Act of 1788 in which the Ocvermasnt offered lidberal land bounties to her
Continental soldiers. His commission made him aligible for 500 acres of
western land, He secured a patant %o sevaral lots in a township “in the
United States Military District in Chio."™ Evidently his land baldings
and appointasat as poatmagter at Martettali? gave him a degree of preatige,

3 arence Biward Carter, comp, and ed., The Territorial ;ﬁ of
the United Statess The Territory Nortlwest of % ver Ohio
TWashington: United 5

: States Government Printing Office, m 11X, p.v 283.

¥rvtd., pe 285.
Worvsd,, p. 383,

ilyetter from the National Arshives, Waskingtan, D, C., March 1,
1946, citing official records from the General lLand Offige.

mm,‘ OPs dﬁ., Pe mo
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for in 1793 the name Retwrn J. Moige appeared among the board of direc~
tors of the Chio Campany.’d

When the conference was made with the Shawnee in 1795, at the
town of Greensvills, Colonel Msigs was “appointed cammissary of the olothing
dspartaant.® His dutiss were to issus clothing or goods to the military
and Indians as instructed. In one of the articles in the treaty it was
stipalated that all white prignars wers to be retwned, The Calomsl
gxercised his feelings for human kindness by inquiring of every strange
Indian about twe white children who had besz captired several years
before, One had been taken prisoner at Bellville, Virginia, five years
previcusly. The boy's mother lived in Marietta and had sought the add of
Meigs. Since the bqys had not been brought in, 4t was not known whether
or not they were dead. After several months, Meigs learned from two
Indians that there were two whitp boys living st the heed of Avglaise
River. The Colanel lost no tims in secwring permission from Genaral
Wyne to go in search. The boys were found living with a warrior and a
widowed Indian mother, both of whom loved them as if they were their own.
Meigs, his Indian guide and the white prisoners departed for the month-
long trip back to Marietta. On a dark snowy day while in the thick woods
the party got their directions mixed, and Msigs took from his pocket a
compass. The guide *Indian Thom pointed to the southeast,® while"Neigs
insisted on the Authority of his compass,® The Indian became irritated,
shouldered his gun and muttering *D--n campass,” pursued his own direoction,

%, Territorial Papers, II, p. L67.
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which later proved to be right. The party evantually reached Marietta
and the boys were restared to their relatives.lis

Socn after this event Msigs was elected to represent the people
of Washington County in the territerisl legislature, meeting for the
first tims in 1798, No representatives of this body were superior to
Meigs in *tntegrity or sound sanse”™ and he carried out his duties with
credit to himself and to those whom he represented.’

Reagons for Appointment as Indian Agent

This political career of Mesigs and his experience as a swveyor
in the Northwest Territory were excsilent preparations for the pesition
he was soon to azssume as an agent of the Govermment among the Cherckes
Immnm.“6 He had, also, many other valusble qualificatioms for this
offices such as his dogged perseverance, which had hslped him to accamp=
14sh many assigments in the pest. Hie military experience was an
attribute, since it had accustomed him to ocarry out the orders of his
supericrs with exactness and mflinching courage.

The ability to make friends was an asset which served him well,
for while in military service he made many friends, among them Gsneral
James Wilkinson. Knowing that Oeneral Wilkinson was a good friend of

kbyiy sretd, Memoirs, pp. 27h=277.
W1ni4,, p. 277,
Wgarles C. Royos, "Cherckes Eation of Indhn;s' tncorporated in

the Fifth Annual Re of the Burean of Ethnology, 1803-188L, edited hy
Je wall'mmﬁm United States Qovernment Printing Offics, 1887),
pe 181,
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President Jefferson, Melgs asked his assistance in obteining a governasnt
position. The General replied offering his services to aid Msigs in any
way he could, but requesting fwrther information concerming his situation.
Meigs, with the greatest degres of honesty, answered as followsi
I wil) answer these inguiries truly. In the first plscs,
I enjoy excellent heslth; in the next place, I am doing what I
can at faming business, endeevoring to maintain a credidbls
[cid? existence by industry. I have been for more than two years
one of the Territorial legislators} this, though credible, is not
profitable. My principle [au? dependence for living is on the

labor of xy own hands, I em canfident 8ir, you can serve me,
a8 you are conversant with every depasrtasnt of the (overmnment

and may lmow what places can be had and whether I am cspadle of

being usefully employed. I dom't care what it is, whether civil

or military or where situated, provided it be an odject which

you shall think proper for me. I don't know Mr. Jaffersonj '

always revered his character as a great and good man . . o 81

Apparently, in 1801, General Wilkinson used his political influsnce

in securing for Colonel Meigs his appointment as "Temporary Aget for
Indian Affairs in the Cherakee FHation and Agent for the War Departmant
in the State of Tennessee."™® Although Mis original titls included the
word ®temporary," Meigs remained in this position until his death in 1823.
The salary of leigs was stipulsted at one thousand dollars per year with
six meals added and psyable in kind or money at his hesdquarters at Southe

nnrommm.“’ He requested an incrsase in salary during his

A colons) Meigs to General Wilkinsan, Februsry 10, 1801. Royve,
SCherokee Nation of Indians,” 23}1n.

Dearborn, Secretary of War, to Return J. Meigs, My 15, 18Q1,
Records of the Offioce of the Secretary of War, Letters Sent, Indian Affairs,
File Miarocupiss of Records in the Natiooal Archives, No. 15 (University of
Tennessse Library), Vol. A4, Ths Cited hereinafter Secretary of War, letters
Sent, Indian Affairs.

Uneardern to Meigs, May 15, 1601, Secretary of War, Lestters Sant,
Indian Affairs, A, L3.
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first year of service but no letters were found granting the Mu.so
However, in 1618, the sppointment of Meigs was renewed with a "salary
increase to $1300 with certain emoulsents added.*S:

M to Dearborn, Oot. 10, 1801, Records of the Cherckes Agenty,
Indian Office Records, Nationsl Archives, Washington, D. C. Cited here~-
inafter Records of the Cherokee Agendy.

flu” to Calhown, June 16, 1818, Records of the Cherokee Agency.



CBAPTER II

THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY TOWARD THE CHEROKEES

‘Whan Meigs assumed his dutiss as Charokes agent in 1801, he fomnd
that the Indians were already turning to an sgricultursl econcmy.* How-
ever, there remained the old prodblem of the white people's imtruding on
Indian lands. This problem was never parmansutly solved until the Cher-
okees were removed west of the Missiseippi River.

Poliey Before 1801

.Izmsdiately after the treaty was signed ending the Revolutionary
War, land-trangry whites migrated westward, crossing Indian boundary lines
and gettling on Indian lands. This influx was such as to prampt Chief
0ld Tassel of the Cherokees to forward "a pathetie appeal to the Gover-
nors of Virginia and North Carolina amplaining of the invasion of the
Cherckee lands by white settlers.t

The redskins were left in a deploreble condition following the
Regvolutionary War. Their towne were destroyed and their ability to resist
the whites was gradually weakensed. Despite the Indian treaties before
1800, the intruders never cessed in their efforts to find better soil,>

Ljarion L. Starkay, The Cherckee Nation (New York: Alfred A.
Enoph, 19%6), p. 16,

2Robert Sparks Walker, the (Mew York:
The Macmillan Company, 1931), P» il.

3&“-, P 2.
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These treaties, however, did not stop the whites from setiling on Indian
lands. Their permistence to push beyond the borderline without suthority
resulted in the Cherokees' using their guns to drive the intruders back
off the Indian lands. The Secretary of War spoke of *the disgraceful
violation of the treaty of Hopewell with the Cherokees.® He thought
Congress should use its authority and prevent thiz direct violation of
tresty stipulaticns, or else the Govermmant would be ridiculed by lawless
lﬂmh The intruders were numsrous and in spite of guverrmantal autbhority
and the bitter criticism of Washington in 1790, the violators "crowded
into the Cherckee land to the West of the Smokies."S

Intrusions of whites on Chesakes lands was proving rather embarrass-
ing to the tnited States. A proclamation was issusd by the Govermment in
1790 forbidding any fwrthar intrudare on Indian lands near the Tennsssee
River.5 This regulstion did not take care of the whites previously
settled over the Indian line. 7The Govermmant via the War Department re~ .
sorted to the custamary procedure of negotiating with the Cherokess for
the relief of the law violators.

In 1791 the treaty of Holston was negotiated, locating the new
boundary at the "Clinch River on the west and a line that appraximated
the ridge between Little River and the Iittle Tennessee River on the South.*!

Mgnsa
SStarkwy, The Cherokes Nation, p. 15.

miker, Torehlights to the Cherckses, p. 12.

7P. M. Hamer, Temnessee: A %tg?, Lk volumes (New York: The
American Histaorical So Coy s 43 Do 15&0
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The treaty of Holston brought temparsry relief, thoogh trief it was, for
the intrusions resulted in snother major problem, the Indian redds and
wars on the white settlements.

The local authorities could hardly cope with this Indisn menscs,
for Wlliam Blomt, OGovernor of the Southwest Territory, had orders fram
the Govermment to use defensive msasures only in giving protectiem to
the Territery.]

The list of Indian massacres starting with an attack on Ziegler's
Station in the Cumberland Setilements, in the summer of 1792, is a long
ons. Indian reids occurred nearly every week and the list of wounded,
captwred and dead contimusd to grow. The famous raid on Buchanan's
Station in Septemder by more than TOO Chsrobees, Shawnees and Greeks,
was beaten off with difficulty.?

CGne thousand Indians attacked Cavets Station near Enaxville and
barbarously slaughtered its inhabitants.l® This led to retalistary
meagures by Jobn Sevier and his famous attack on the Cherokee town of
Etowah in 1793, which almost destruyed the Indians' ability to contimme
their depredations.ll

Indian raids continued on the Cumberland Settlements, initiated
mainly by the renegade band of Chicamavugas. General James Robertson
ordered an expedition against this tribe in the fall of 179 which resulted

g 3 (Philadalphia: J. B.
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in the destruction of Running Water and Kickajack near the whirl on the
Tennessee River.1? These attacks on the Cherakees and their allies by
8evier and Robertson put a stop to the mass raids on the white settle-~
ments. 7They proved tbat the defensive palicy of the Government as a
protective measure was ingufficient.

Heverthaless, in spite of the Indian raids the white population
was increasing rapidly and within a few years the same problem of thse
whites intruding on Indian lands resulted. The Oovernment responded by
habit and negotiated the Tallico treaty in 1798, by which two eeparate
tracts of Indian lands were Wcu One tract was located "™vetween
the boundary fixed by the treaty of Holston in 1791 and the Tennessee and
Little Tennessee rivers, the other between Clinch River and the foot of
the Cumberland Momntains.*!l igain the intruders had succeeded in re~
taining pessession of their lands and a temporary peace existed between
the whites and the Indians.

It could be said that North Carolina was partly to blame for the
many probleas faced by the inhabitants of Tennessee after the state was
admitted to the union. North Carolina maintained that the Cherokee
alliance with the British during the Revolution had extinguished the
Indian title to the land, and she procseded to give the white pecple land

u Pe al.
”Mu C. Roycs, Indian Land Cessions in the United States,

E teenth Annual Report of the Dureau of American Ethnology (Washingtons

“States Uovernment Printing Offics, 1900), p. 64O.

“m, Tennessee: A History, p. 2L2.
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grants to all parts of the state except & corner in the southeastern part
of present-day Temnesses, which was reserved for the Ind!m.ls The United
States Govermmant's policy, howsver, of recognising the Indian title to
all lands they had not formally relinquished by treaty prevented these
holders of NHorth Carulina warrants froam making use of their grante.

Apparemtly Congress realized that the most loglcel way to satisfly
the land-title holders and intruders was by negotlating treaties with the
Indians. On February 19, 1799, Congress apprupriated $25,000 to defray
the expense of making & tresaty or treaties with the Indian tribes south
of the Odd0.26 Again on May 12, 1800, Congreas appropriated §15,000 for
the sane purpose.t!

The Government of the United States put forth no stremuous effort
to cbtain lands from the Cherckees befors the initlal presidancy of
Thomas Jefferson. The former treaties were negotiated between the Chero-
kees and the United States in order to effect pescaful reletions dDetween
the two poqﬂu.m

The Covermmant continued to follow its usual course in extinguish=
ing titles to Indian lands by tresty, but Yy 1800 this policy was supple-
mented by vigorous efforts to pramcte civiliszation among the Indisns. It

United States, IX (1797-1799), S
e e et 651, ror 29154516,

17Axmalg of Congress, X, 6 Congress, 1 Session, p. T16.
royve, Land Cessions, p. 640,
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was believed by some whites that *their /The Indtans/ only hope of sur-
vival as a nstion lay in making the transition to an agricultural
econoay.*® 1In spite of Cherckee losses in land, their territory was
considerable for their estimated population of twenty thousand. After
the loas of many battles to the whites near the cloas of the eighteenth
century, the Indians were willing to work the soil, raise orops and "take
up the arts of civilisation."20

The plans of the Federal Goverrment for civiliszing the Cherckes
Indisns in 1800 were carried on by Mr. Dinswore, who had preceded Meigs
ag Cherokee Indian agent. In general the agent was to encourage industry
and agriculture and to aid the Cherokees in stocking their land, Ding~
more had followed this policy and had assured the Indians that their
present land was sufficient for this purposs.Zl

Policy After 1801

The Federal Indian policy of civilising the Indians continued in
force in 1801, The Secretary of War bhad in mind definite plans when he
requegsted that Meigs employ the military to help carry on the establishe
ment of msnufactures on the Indian frontiers. The soldiers could erect

buildings "necessary for housing such industries as those employing

’-’qu The Cherokee Ration, p. 16.
20mker, Torchlights to the Cherokses, p. 13.

aD‘M to Meigs, June 3O, 1601, Secretary of War, Letters 3ent,
Indian Affairs, A, Th.
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wheelrights, datteries, trimmers, carpenters, shoamskers, petters, etc."
Tools would be supplied by the Covermment as necessary for these in-
dustries.22

Jeffersonts policy of civilising the Indians through indugtry and
aylmltmmdlthcmrkpefmwmtmplmmmhw
succesaful owing to the astivities of pressure groups from North Carolina,
Tennessee and Georgias These people wanted all the Indians' land and
they cared little as t¢0 the means of oblaining it.

The 0ld policy of buying the Indian lands at the Covermnment's
price should the tribe deaire to sell was cast aside and more vigorow
efforts were made to induce the Indiam to part with his lend. Coungress
knew that peace and friendehip were a neocessity in relation to the
Indian, yet same means had to be found whereby the United States could
get posseseion of Indian land. The clamor of the baordsr ssttlers in-
fluenced the Governmant in initiating a more active palicy. Presideat
Jofferson asked for an appropriation from Congress to purchase Indian
lands and was gramted $10,000 for thds purpose early in 1603.23

Jeffersan's policy was influenced scmswhat by the clrvumstances
existing in the state of Gsargia, In 1802 Georgla ceded to the United
States the territary she claimed west of the Chattahoochee River with the
provision that the Covermment attempt t0 extinguigh the Indians' title to
all the lands they still retained within the state. The people of Georgia

2240168 %o Dearvorn, Novesber 30, 1801, Records of the Cherckes
Agengy.

BW XIX, T Congress, 1 Session, p. 510.
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wigshed to expand their setilements to the west dut could not attempt this
move until the Indians were removed. In this way Jefferson was influenced
and made to feel that he should oontinus the policy alresdy begun,ihs

The people of Osorgia were extremsly anxious to reclaim the land
within their boundaries. Oaly about three million acres were cleared of
Indian titles, leaving spproximately forty-nine millions of acres under
the control of the Cherckees and the Cresks.2’ Howsver, Georgia was ot
alone when it came to monopolizing Cherokes lande. Tennessee also showed
a gresping attitude. On November 25, 1803, Tennessee presented to Gon=
gress a petition to obtain a title to all of the land inside the state
boundaries,26

Under the North Carolina Land Grad Aot of 1783 Indian claims wers
ignored and warrants issued from Joln Armstrong's land office. Title to
the Indian lands had not been extinguished by the nationsl government,l
Rowever, when Jefferson came into office most of these warrants had fallen
into the hands of speculators who urged the President to extinguiah the
Indian $1tles.28

This agitation had great influgnce on Jefferson. He was a willing

2y,B. Phillips, "Georglia and State Rights," American Historical
Association, Annual nego{!t. 190} (Raghingtons United States Goverrment

Printing Office, 'y 3 Pe hao
zsm_g_tm XII, 7 Oongress, 2 Session, Appendix, 1343,
“‘mh of Congress, IIII, 8 Cangess, 1 Session, p. 623.

thomas P. Adbernethy, From Fromtier to Plantation in Temmessee
(Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Presa, 1932), P» 2Dl

®nag., p. 253



27
swismmer in a gligantic tide of expansion. Thomas Jeffereon, in a confiden-
tial message to Congress, Jenuary, 1803, first mentionsd the plan of
removing the Indians westward.2? After the cession of Lowisians in Novem-
ber 1803,70 Jefferson was quite interested in a plan for moving the
Indans to the northern part of this territory. BHis plan would give
relief to the whites and would perait them to asttle on the edge of the
frontier, rather than forcing them far to the west as some of the eastern
citizens feared would happen.’® All initial efforts for exchanging the
land of the Cherakees for an equal amount beyond the Mississippi River
met with little success.’?

Waile all the Federal policies for regulating Indisn affairs were
promulgeted by the President via the War Department, the officisls
designated to ses %0 their operation were the Indian agents., Apparently
the Departasut of War believed that Meigs was guite capedble of performing
the duties of Indian agent among the Charckees. Among the routine instruc-
tions he received was an order to contimue the Government's policy of
promoting industry, developing agriculture, encoursging the breeding and
raleing of cattle and the attaivment of progress in the art of handicrafte.

29ncy0s, "Cherckee Nation of Indlens,” pp. 202~203.
3%umals of Congress, ITII, 8 Cangress, 1 Sessien, p. 73.

ﬁmw Jafferson to General Gates, July 11, 1803, E. 4, Wb~
! e (Waghington: Taylor and

”Anh H. Abel, "The Bistory of Events Resulting in Indian Comsale
idation West of the Mississippi River,® American Historical Association

W (washington: United States Government Printing Office,
s PDe 250"2550
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He was alao warmned to refuse entrance to Indian lands unless a pags was
pressnted. The pass was to be carefully checked as to signaturs, and an
accurate record kept of the signers. Should any person attempt to maxk
trees, make surveys on Indian lands or use their influance against the
United States in relation to Chervkee treaties, the agent had to repard
then to the Jovermmant and deal with the violator as instructed: If a
trader without a licenss was discovered in the Indian nation, he was to
forfeit his goods to the Indians and be considered a violator of ths law.
Hs punistment would be meted out acgordingly. An accurate recoxd of
Indian affairs was to be kept and sent to the War Departmmmt every six
months. Also, Meigs was to report immediately to the commandant of the
post end army, and to the Secretary of War, any hostile movements of
tribes of Indians either againgt the Cherckmes, the United States or other
tribes outside of the Oovermment's territery.™

In carrying out his instructions and the directives of the War
Departaent, Meigs expresasd his opinions concerning the policy and prob-
lems relating to the Indians! welfare. Yet the agsnt always ooopsrated
with his esplayers regsxdless 9¢f his perscnal opinions. This cooperetion
was shown olearly by the succesaful conclusion of several Indisgn treaties,
necessary in forwarding the Indian policies regarding the Cherckee Indians.
Also, this cooperative spirit of Meigs is ahown in his efforts to persuade
the intruders to remove from the Cumberland Mountains without the use of

Bpearborn to mh&?h 15, 1801, Seoretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indian Affairs, A, pp. -



29
aitary foros. ¥ n this occaston 1t proved effective, but later a de~
taciment fram Hiwasses Oarrison removed 83 families from the Cherokes
lands 35 Again, in 1810, the intrudere were removed from Battle Creek
three times within one yun”

lnga1gy to Dearvorn, July 13, 1803, Records of the Charokee Agency,
lsum to Dearborn, June 12, 1809, Records of the Cherokee Agency.
’6&10 to Dearbara, Masy 10, 1810, Records of the Cherokee Agency.



CHAPTER IXX

CHEROKEE TREATIES WITH THE UNITED STATES

Neigs' Assi \]

Gne of the first important assigments given Meigs was %o super-
intend the surveying of the boundary line between North Carolina and the
Cherokee nmation. Article five of the Tellico Treaty of 1798 was not
aceeptable to the War Departmsnt. Meigs was commissioned to make the
survey on June 16, 1602,1 fras the top of Iron Mountain, in Tennssses, to
a branch of the French Broad called the Little River in North Carolins.?
There was a difference of opimiom as to what strear was understood 0 be
the "Little River," mentioned in the treaty. Three emall rivers were in
this area and there were advocates of each. However, since Meigs was
given latitude of cholce, he ran his line on the fartherest branch of
the French Broad River and by so doing left no white settlers on Indian
lands and few Indian families on the North Carolina sidse.’

Colonel Meigs was honest in giving his opinien comocerming his
survey of the Horth Carolina Cherokee boundary lins, when he said, *

1pearborn to Meigs, June 3, 1802, Secretary of War, lLetters Semt,
Indian Affeirs, A, p. 219.

ahua to Major lovely, July 20, 1602, Records of the Cherckee
Agency. A marker was placed on the ridge of Irem (8=oky) Mountain where
Meigs began his nrvoy m. 1mtd.m is known as *Meigs' Post.® Mary
2eh Broad n Comtyy (Knoxville: Kingsport

JMeigs to Deardorn, October k, 1802, ibid.
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perfectly satisfied that the 1line is run precisely where the treaty of
1798 intended.*s

¥afford Tract Treaty, Octeber gg, 1&

Retwrn J. Neigs and Daniel Saith were appointed Indian commission-
ers by the President of the United States to hold a conference with the
chiefs of the Chercokee nation., The commissioners were instrusted to use
digcretion in their efforts to obtain a cession of land at sme location
in the state of Temnessse, or Kentucky. A maximum price of fourteen
thousand dollars and an annuity of three thousand dollars was allocated
for the tract. A ocession of land between East and West (now Middle)
Tennessee would be most dssiredls, and a tract near the Currahee Mowntains,
including Wafford's plantation 4in Georgia, would be acceptable. The maxi~-
mum suzm allowed for this tract was five thousand dollars, and an amnuity
of one thousand dollars. In addition, if necessary, ocne or two thousand
dollars in goods might be available to aid in consummating the treaty.

The commissioners were to receive six dollars per day while astually in
confereace, with all necessary expenses pd.d.s

The Wafford tract settlements were camposed of 13l families, 119
of wham had settled within Indian territory. Colonel Wafford and a few

kma., October 20, 1802,

Shearborn to Meigs and Daniel Smith, April k, 180k, in American
State P?rsl Indian Affairs, 1789-1815 (Washington: OGales an s
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families had settled on the land bafore a survey was made but the otlers
had no excuse for settling on Indian territory. Meigs suggested that
%4if a purchase or lsase could be gained it would help uttors.'é

The conferance was held at Tellico Qarrison on Cherckee ground in
southeastern Tenneasses. The negotiations were successful and a treaty
was drawn up Octobar 2, 1804, All parties agresd to the following
cession:

The Cherckes nation relinquish and cede to the United
States, a tract of land bounding, southerly on the boundary
line betwsen the state of Georgla and the said Cherakes nation,
beginning at a point on the said boundsry line northsasterly
of the most nartheast plantation in the settlement known by
the name of Wafford's Settlement, and ruming at right angles
with the said boundary line four miles into the Cherokes land;
thence at right angles soutbwasterly and parellel /sic/ to the
first mentioned boundary line, so far as that line, to be rm
at right angles southerly to the said first mentioned boumdary
1line, shall inalude, in this csssion, all the plantations in
Wafford's Settlement, so called, ss aforesaid.

For this tract of land the United States agreed to pay ths Cheroikee
nation either five thousand dallars in money, or useful goods and merchan-
dise equivalent of that value. In addition the Federal Government prumised
to deliver goods amnually, in the samcunt of cne thousand dollars or a like
sum of money at the opticn of the Cherckees.’

The Senate did not ratify the Wefford Tract Treaty until many years

after it was negotiated. In 1811 the Cherckees, in seeking ratification

SMatgs to Dearborn, September 13, 180k, Records of the Cherckes

7’1‘he Statutes at Large of the Uni ted States Indian Trentiea 1789
181426 gﬂastmz Tittle and Brown, 10 ‘ |
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3k
of this land cession, were willing t0 have the boundary lines extended.
fhis extension would make the tract 33 miles, 76 chains in length and
four miles in width. It would embrace every settler who had any sort of
claim on account of ococupangy. The Cherukees believed that by this ex-
tension every objection to ratification would be removed.’ ueigs’ copy
of the treaty sent to the United States Senate was either pigean-holed
or loste The Cherokees retained their copy of the treaty and submitted
1% to the President at Washingtam, April 30, 182, This duplicate was
transmitted to the Senate and that body consented to its ratificstiom.?

Treaty of Ogtober 25, 1805

The time and the canditions loocked excellent for the negotiation
of Indian treaties in the swumer of 1805. Meigs revealed this in a letter
to General Robertson in advising him that his prospects of odtaining a
cession of land from the OMMnm excellent. The Cherchees and
Chickasaws were in dispute over alaims in Middle Tennsssee. lalgs sugges-
ted that Wtim of both trides talk over their differences and
try to reach an sgreement on mm.m

Tennesseans were over-anxious ¥o get possession of the land from the
Indians. The pressure was such that "the United States appointed

Oue1gs to Eustis, December 17, 1811, Becords of the Cherokse Agecy,

PMe1gs to Bustis, December 20, 1611, in Royos, "Cherckee Natioms of
Indians," p. 188,

Wsqigs to Roberteon, Jume 2, 1805, Becords of the Cherokes Agenay.



3%
commisgionsrs and instructed them to negotiate for the estahlistment of
the Duck River, and a line thence to the Tennessee, as the boundary be-
tween the Indian lands and the lands that the Cherokess might osccupy in
Tennessee. 11

The ccamissioners, Daniel Smith and R. J. Meigs, met the Cherckee
Indisn delegation at Southwsst Point, October 25, 1805, and successfully
negotiated the following treaty:

The Cherokees quit claim, and cede to the United States,
all the land which they have heretofors alaimed, lying to the
north of the following boundary line: Beginning at the mouth
of Duck River, running thence up the main stream of the same
to the junction of the fork, at the head of which Fort Nash
stood, with the asin south fork; thence, a direct course to a
point on the Tennesseo River bank oppesite the mouth of Hiwas-
see River. If the line from Hiwassee should leave out Field's
Settlmment, it is to be marked round his improvement, and then
continued the straight coursey thence, up the middle of the
Tenneesae River to the mouth of Clinch Riverj; thence up the
Clinch River to the former dboundary line, sgreed upon with ths
said Cherckees . . . thence, a course at right angles with the
river to the Cumberland roadj thence, eastwvardly along the same
tothobankofﬁimm'vcrmddammm, to the mouth
thereof + « +»

Expreesing the gensral boundaries of the treaty another ways

» + o the Cherckeos thus suwrrendered their claims %0 a large
part of Tennesses, fram the Kentucky line on the north to lan-
chester and Altamont on-the South, fram the Tennessee River on
the east to the neighdarhsod of Livingston, Cookeville, Smithville,
and Woodbury on the west, and in addition a relatively small strip
mrthefthomnim%nﬂehmmmwmmﬂu,
Chapel Hill and Waverly.l3

nm, Tennesses: A Ristory, I, p. 2k3.

12\ner. State Papers, Inds Affs., I, pp. 697-658.
nm"’ Tennessee: A mlm' I, p 2kk.
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According to the terms of the treaty of October 25, 1305, three
square miles of land were reserved "for the paxrticular disposal of the
United States, on the north bank of the Temnssses, opposite and below the
nouth of Biwassse." This reservation was for the future use of the
United States on the supposition that the factory and military post would
be moved to this location at & later date. Bowgver, the ocommissioners,
Meigs and Smith, did not expect an esrly reaoval and
s o «» had stipulated with Doublehsad, a Cherokee clief, that
whanever the United States should find this land wmmecessary
for the purposes mentioned it was to revert to him, provided
he showld retain one of the square miles to his own use, but
should relinquish his right and claim to the other two seo-
tioms in favor of Jom D. Chisholm and John Riley in equal
lm.u
In fact, this reserve was to be a present to Doublehead and other
chiefs who had used their influencs t¢ the advantage of the govermmant,
resulting in the cession of a large tract of land to the United States.
It was a secret article, sent to the War Department Ly the cammissioners
and placed on the record, yet never retified by the Senste.l5
Bridery was thms used to obtain the influsnce of praminemt chiefs.
Meigs made payments tc Doublehssd and GChishola for their support of this
treaty. The Waer Departaent gave thedir approval and authorised the agent

to draw a bi11 cn this Department for the paid arder.1®

Mszoyue, "Cherokee Nation of Indians,® p. 191.

Ymoid,, p. 192,

Wpgartarn to Neigs, November ki, 1806, Secretary of War, Letters
Sent, Indian Affaire, A, le



Two other small reservations were given to Talontiskee:

» + o One section of land at the foot of the mountain one
mile square, and one section of land on the Tennessee River,
where he now lives where his ferry is lhept, of one mile
square; and that he will not be molested or disturbed in the
possession and enjoyment of the same, having also the con-
sent of his nation thareof 37

Treaty of October 27, 1@

This treaty was a minor one and was made to eliminats miswnder-
stendings in the future, and for canvenience. Meigs and Smith negotiated
the treaty, in which the Cherokees ceded a small truct of territory ome
mile square at Southwest Point, then occupied by the United States gar-
rieon. Evidence tends to prove that this land at the garrison was
obtained from the Cherokees wder false pretenses. The leading chiefs
were told that this trsct would be convenient for the location of the
state ocspital. While the commissionsrs, Maigs and Smith, did not
pramise the Cherokee chiefs that the capital would be moved to Kiagston,
they did promise that the staté legislature would meet at this locatien.l8
Also included in the cession of October 27, 1805, was the first small
island in the Temnessee River, above the mouth of the Clinch. The ferries
on the Tennesses River in this area remained under Indian control. The
Cherokees also granted free use of a road through their cowmtry, leading
from the treaty town of Tellico to Pamddges.’ The Cherokes act of

17Ibido, P 192,

uhobct H. White, "Tennessee's Four cupa. The Bast Tennessee
Historical Society's mncmm Bearitine Svintiey Pricting Grepar:
1934), Ho. 6 (2 )s Pv 330

”m. Land GOS“O&, pe 670,
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permitting the free use of this road through their nation was one of
the means which allowed undesirables to penstrate Indian lands. It aided
in the process of white agitation for the Indians' possessions.

Almost two years later, in September, 1806, the Tennessee legis~
lature passed a resolution pruviding that the next gensral sssemdbly should
meet "at the town of Kingston mear Southwest Point."© Thus tids legis-
lative body was called to order at Xingston on Monday, September 21, 1807,
and that town became the second capital of Tennessee. BShortly after the
legislature was organised, it was resclved to “adjourn fortlwith from
Kingsten to meet on Wednesday, the 2l instant, at eleven A.M. at the
courthouse in Enaxville.” One othar resolution was passed, reconveying
the puhlic papers from Kingstom back to Enexville.Zl This act fulfitled
the obligations of the treaties of 1805, yet the intent of the original
proniss was cne of trickery to obtsin the land from the Indians.

Ireaty of January 7, 1806

The Sacretary of War, Henry Dearboyn, desired to extingulsh the
Cherokees claims to land "lying to the north and east of Tennessee River
and west of the headwaters of Duck river.® Meigs and Daniel Smith,
comnissioners who had recently negotiated the treaties of October 25

%uo, "Tennesses's Your Capitals," p. 3l.
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and 27, 1805, accompanied a delegation "of Cherokee chiefs and headmen®
to the capital, where a treaty was signed January 7, 1806, The Secretary
of War conducted the negotiations and transmitted the treaty to the
Senste shortly afterward. It was finally ratified in May, 1807.%2

By this tresty the Cherokee Indians surrendered all claims, rights,
titles and interests to Indian lands north of the Tennessee River and
eastward to a line to be run fram Chickesaw Island, in Chickasaw (1d
Fields to the esastern headwaters of Duck River. The northern boundary of
this ares was the Duck River. Two small tracts of this land were reserved
for the Cherokee nation, and Mesars. Melton and Charles Hicks. The firat
tract, reserved for the Cherckees, was ths area north of Muscle Shogls
and the Zermessee River between Cypress Creek and Elk River. The western
boundary extended up Cypress Creek ten milea and the eastern bowndary to
a similaer point on Flk River. The northerm doundary was a straight line
from the ten mle point on Elk River to the ten mile point on Cypress
Creek. The second tract of land reserved was located on ths north side
of the Tennessee River and extended thres miles northward fros ths mouth
of Spring Creek, to the west two miles at right angles to thea course of
Spring Creek, then southward parallel with Spring Creek to the Tennessee
River and sast along the Tennesgee to the dbeginning of the tract. The
Cherokees also relinquished all claims to the Long Islend in the Holston
River,23 near the present Kingsport.

n!ayoo, "Chercicee Nation of Indians,® p. 195.
Dstat, at Large, VII, pp. 102102,
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In compensation for this territery, the United States agread to
pay a total of ten thousand dollars in moneyj to duild a grist mill 4n
the Cherokee ocuatzy within one year for the use of the nation; to supply
ths Cherckes people with a cottoa cleaning machine, and to grant the olgd
Cherokes chief, Black Fax, an annulty of one bundred dollars during his
life. The United States also agreed to use its influsnce in prevailing
on the Chickagaws to consent to a specified boundary betwsen their nation
and the Cherokees south of the Tennessee Rivar.2l

The land reserved at the ferry at Southwest Point was put into
the hands of Doubledbead. The othar reserve was placed in the possession
of Talontiskee. This arrangsment plessed the President. Be wanted the
Indians to have the experience of holding private property as a means of
cultivating a tendency toward industyy. Also, the President bonﬂad
that the Indians should own persomal property to Jeave to their children
when they died.25

In anawer to his speech of April 2, the chiefs in couneil sent
an address in appreciation of his noting their progress, etc. Yst, they
complained that the people in the upper towns were not well eupplied with
Swheels and cards® as their brothsrs in the lower towns. "Our people are
ready enough to follow your advice but they want ploughs and other things
to enable them t0 follow your advioe."

The council approved of the late treaty by a dsputation at

g4,

“Doabm to Meigs, April 2, 1806, Secretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indien Affaite, B (page lacking).
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Weshington except a part of the ressrvation at Muscle Shoals and on
Spring Creek lylng north of Tennessee River, ®"which lands shall dbelong
to the whole nation and not to individusls. . . .'26

In regard to the first article of the treaty negotiated January 7,
1806, there was some doubt among the Cherokees concerming the limits of
the ceded lands. In order to alarify thig situation, James Robertson
and Return J. Meigs met with a delegation of Cherckee chiefs on Chickasaw
Island in the Tennessee River. The comuissioners and the chiefs agreed
on & line running "fram the upper end of the Cherokee 0ld Flelde® to in-
clude the source waters of Elk River, to the Cwmberland Mountains and
elong their margin "until it shall intersect the lands heretofore ceded
to the United States at the said Tennessee Ridgs." The Cherokes hunters
were given the customary privilege of bunting on this truct until settle-
ment made it improper. The Umited States paid $2,000 for this additional
lana.?7

Soon after these treaties were negotiated the Cherokee people
learned of WOMM'B secret agreement with the United States. The
Indians felt that Doubloh;ad had betrgyed their interest and were resent~
ful toward him because he had not secured the oonsent of the national
council., %This amoldsring hatred continued to grow and ceme to a head on
July 4 of the following yesr when the Cherokee chiefs gathered at South-

west Point for the distribution of the anmwity. Doublehead was killed

26Charakes address to the President via Meigs to Dearborn, ipril 285,
1806, Records of the Cherokee Agenqy.

27stat. at Large, VII, p. 75).
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by his accusers after he had killed Bons Polisher, who had taunted him
for the loes of their hunting grownds,28 The murder of Doublehead was
evidence of unrest among the Cherckees. It was proof that no individual
chief could determine the law for the nation,®?

After Doublshead's desth, Meigs anticipated trouble in carrying
out the Indian treaties of 1805 and 1806. He procseded with authority
to give Hlack Pox $1,000 and a rifle in a secret agresment for his future
aid if necessary in upholding these treaties.30

The Iron Ore Treaty, December 2, 1807

Colonsl Elias Barle had a great desire to sstadblish some iron

works with "amith sheps in the Cherukee nation, in the vicinity of M
wassee.” Colonsl Meigs was requssted to meet with the chiefs and
ascertain their attitude on the subject after explaining the purpose and
the benefits the {ron works would afford the Cherokee pecple. A suitable
looation would nscessarily involve ome with timber, water, and kigh
ground. This requiremmmnt in the selection of the proper location would
be left to Colonsl Barle.3l

Keigs, after consultation with Indian leadsrs, told Colonel Barle
that the chiefs were enthusiastic about his iron and smithy projest in

25John P. Brown, Qld (Kingsport, Tennessee: Southern
Publisherg, Inc., 1938), Pe .

Pmad.

Yiner. State Papers, Ind: Affs., I, pe 273,

nb.m to Meigs, FPebruary 20, 1607, Secretery of War, Letters
M’ Indian Aﬂdr., B, p. 2%.
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their nation. Meigs mentioned "Valley towns, waters of Chicamauga Creek
and a place not far from Muscle Shoals® as possible locations.

After a site had been selected, negotistions would be in order
with the chiefs., There was no doubt in the agent's mind but that a treaty
could be made satisfactory to all parties concerned. All avalleble aid
would be given to make the project a success.}?

Commissioner Meige negotiated a treaty with the Cherokees, Decem~
ber 2, 1807, obtaining s small tract of land six miles square at the
south of Chicamauga Creek on the Ternessee River. Colonel Earle had
salected this location previous to the negotiations. For this territory
the United States agreed to pay the Cherckee naticn the swm of five
thousand dollars and one thousand bughels of corm as scon as the treaty
was ratified by the United States Semate. It was also agreed that the
United States would have the privilege of securing ore at the nost suitable
place available in case the amount failed on the tract selected., The
opposition of Vann, an influential Indian chidf, made the cession diffi-
cult to obtatn.33

Meige transmitted the treaty to the Searetary of War by Colonel
Earls, December 3, 1807, Other information attached was that the craeek
was navigable for many miles from the river and the territory abounded in
the necessities for the business, with respeoct to ease of transparting

324018 to Colonel Earle, June 20, 1807, Records of the Cherokee
Agency.

Diner. state Papers, Inds Affss, I, pe 753
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ore, timber and gupplies. It was known that Chicamauga Creek was largs
and had sufficient depth and leamgth throughout the tract. MNeigs men~
tioned that while the cost seemed Mgh in comparison with the cost of
other cessions, it was low comsidering its value to the Govermmant, 34

President Jefferson, in plasing the treaty before the Senate for
ratificatiaon, explained the advantages of the tract and its idesl location
for iron works. Among the advantages he mentioned an immediate settlemant
of Indians around the worksjy the production of cast and wrought ironm noodnd
by the Indians in their agriculturel and industrial pureuits; its nearness
at hand and the esployment of Indian labor, all of which would result in
friendly cooperation between the Oovermment and the Indian nation.35

The Senate did not ratify the treaty, for it was ascertained that
the ceded tract was in the state of Termessee. The Senate postponed
action in the hope that the state of Tennessee would relinquish ita
claims, The state refused, and the tresty was finally rejected, Jamuary 10,
1812,36

One year later, Colonel Earle mede a second stteampt to set up his

"i{ron works and smith shops in the Chsrckee nation.” Again he was givem
permission to proceed with his plans. Meigs was requested to lend him
aid in selecting a site and in helding any necessary conferences with the

las1gn to Dearborn, December 3, 1807, in Amer. State Papers, Ind.
Aft’.) I, 2 ?S’-

35smer. State Papers, Ind. Affs., I, p. 752.
’anoyeo, %Cherokes Nation of Indians," p. 200.
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oxiers. 3T This attempt was unsuccessful for the state of Temmessee had
not relinquished its claims to the Chicamauga Creek site., However, this
did not etop Colonel Earle. He secured permission from the same source
for a third attespt in Pebruary, 184,38 One year later, Meige and Earle
attempted to negotiate with ths Cherokees for a six mile square tract of
land for the proposed iron works. It failed to msterialize.)’ Even though
Colonel Earle visited other sites for hs proposed iron works, no evi-
dence was found to indicate that he desired any site outside the state of
Tennsssee or the Chicamauga area, possibly because of the nearness to the
center of the Cherokee nation. Finally on March 2, 181k, Meige was
adviged *that $985 had been paid Colonel Earle for damages sustained by
him in the Cherokee countyy . . «+ which amount must be deducted from the
Cherokee amamity.™*?

Treaty of Septesber 1, 1016

Secretary of Waer Crawford made the initial plans to purchase all
Indian lands north of the Tennesses River more than one year before the
negotiations took place. The effort was in response to a united demand

3Trustis to Meigs, May 1k, 1812, Secretary of War, Letters Semt,
Indian Affairs, C, p. 130,

t0 Armstrong, Fedbruary 3, 18lh, Searetary of War, lLetters
M’ Indian m‘i“. Cy P 19“.

”Bana, “Cherckee Nation of Indians,” pp. 200-201.

raq,
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made by the representatives in Congress from Tennessee. Since no Indiens
lived on these lands sxocept Colonel Lowry, it ias thought they could be
bought chsaply. A present to Lowry equal to his possessions would
prodadly aid in the purchase of the entire area, The President desired
that Meigs put forth every effort possidls to purchase this cession at
the next national council held by the Indians. The priece was to be
twenty thousand dollars in payments after ratification and five thousand
dollars in presents, if necessary to cbtain the Cherokee's comsent. Sece
retary Cravford was told by the Tennessee representatives in Congress,
that the Cherckees would probably sell in the £4&ll the land the govern=
ment intended to purchase. This tract lay "west of a line to be run due
south from that point on the Tennessee which is intersected dy the eastern
‘bowndary of Madison County, to the 1ine sgreed upen by the late treaty.sil
For this tract of land Meigs was to offer an "annuity of six thousand
dollars in perpetuity.” The Chickasaw tribe had claims to most of this
land and for that reason it was thought the Cherokees would be willing to
sell for the amount mentioned. The President relied upon the influence
of Colanel Meigs for a sstisfactory nsgotiation of this tmv.m

The Indian cammissioners met the Charokee represeutatives at Chick-
asaw Council House and Turkeytown, where the following treaty wes negotie
ated: The Cherckee nation withdrew all rights and claims to lands lying
south of the Tennessee River and west of a line

8orentord to Meigs, Moy 27, 1816, Secretary of War, Letters Seat,
Indian Affairs, C, p. 3650
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s + o commencing at Camp Coffee, which is opposite ths Chicka~
saw Ielend; rwmning from thence a due south course t0 ths top

of the dividing ridge between the wmaters of the Tennsssee and
Tombigee rivers; thence eastwardly alomng said ridge, leaving

the headwaters of the Black Warrior to the right hand wntil
opposed by the west branch of Will's Creek; thanocs down the

east bank of said cresk to the Coosa River and down said river.A3

Thiz cession included the Cherokee lands previously acquired fram
the Creeks which Secretary of War Crawford (end Meigs) had given back to
the Cherdkees.

Treaty of July 8, 1817

The Assistant Secretary of War asent instructions to General Jack-
son to extinguish the Indian title to two Indian reservations within the
Cherckee nation. The Osneral was informed that the United States muat
be justified in her means of teking over this land. The consent of the
entire tribe should be obtained and a treaty made to avoid any future
dispute concerning the events. Yet, Ceneral Jackson was given authority
%o use other methods 1f acceptable to the United States.lh

It was the duty of Meigs tc make all arrangements for this conferw
ence, such as food and sleeping quarters for the participants, and their
appearance for the talks. Maigs had all the plans completed and notified
Jackson in March to this effact.h¥

h’lten’o, Land Cessions, ps 682.

“‘eoom Graham to Ceneral Jagkson, January 13, 1817, Secretary of
war, Letters 80!!1’-, Indian Affairs, B, P 2.

kSusige to Crawford, March 25, 1517, Records of the Cherakee Agency.
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This treaty was finally negotiated in the summer. Two main traots
of lend were ceded by the Cherokees along with private Indian reservations
withheld by former treaties. The Indians met the commissioners at the
Cherokee agency in Termessee and ceded |

» « o to the United States all the lands lying north and west
of the following boundary lines; Beginning at the Indian dound=-
ary, the line runs from the north bank of the Tennessee River
opposite to the mouth of Hywassee /sig/ at a point on top of
Walden's Ridge, where it divides the waters of Temnessee River
from those of Sequatchie River; thence along said ridge south~-
wardly to the bank of the Tennessee River, at a point nsar a
place called the Negro Sugar Csmp, opposite to ths upper end of
the first island above Running Watey Town; thence westmardly a
straight line to the mouth of Little Sequatchie River, thence
up said river Eg its main forky thence dus west to the Indian
boundary lins.

The other cession was a small tract in Georgim, east of the Chatta~
hoochie River. Its boundary lins

» » » bogan at the Bigh Shoals of the Appalachy [sic/ River and
running thence along the boundary line between the Creek and
Cherokee nations westwardly to the Chatahouchy /sic/ River;
thenge up this river to the mouth of Sonqus Creek; thence cone
tinuing with the gemeral course of the river until it reaches
the Indian boundary line, and should it strike the Turruran
River, thance with its meanders down said river to its mouth,
in part of the proportion of land in the Cherckee nation east
of the Misasissippi, to which those now on the A and
those about t0 remove there are justly entitled.47

The private reservations made to Doublehead and others by the
treaty of January 7, 1806, were ceded to the United States by this treaty
of July 8, 1817.

The commissioners negotiating this treaty were GCeneral Andrew
Jackson, Joseph McMinn and David Meriwether. Meigs was assigned to arrange

Mm“, Land Cessions, pe 684,
mst.sf.. at Lﬂ!'m, vz, p. 156,
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all details and be a witness to the precesdings.i8 The Indian sgent per-
formsd his services as usual in a satisfactory manner.

Treaty of Pebruery 27, 1819

A pmia:l.en'af the treaty of 1817 prepared the way for an exchange
of lands already occupied in the west and resulted in this treaty of 1819.

¥eigs made the way smoother for carrying on the negotiations with
the Cherckee chiefs at Washington by sending a letter to Secretary Cal-
houn in which he namsd the delegates whose authority and opinions were
held in high esteen by the tridbe. The other representatives had little
exparience and could be expected to follow the Yeadors,h?

The trsaty was negotiated between John C. Calhoun and the appointed
chiefs of the Cherokee nation with Meigs as an important witness to the
proceedings. The results of the nsgotiations were ae follows:

The Cherokee nation gedes to the United States all of
their lands lying north and esst of the following line, viss
beginning on the Tennessee Hiver at the point where the
Cherckee boundary with Madison County, in the Aladama terti-
tory, joins the same, thence along the main channel of said
river to the mouth of the Highwsssee /sic/j; thence along its
main channel to the first hill which c¢ioses in on said river,
about 2 miles above Highwassee (ld Town} thence along the
ridge which divides the waters of the Highwassee and Little
Tallico to the Tennessee River at Tallasee; thence along the
main channel to the Jmnction of the Cowee and Nanteyalee;
thence along the ridge in the fork of said river to the top
of the Eiue Ridge, thance slong the Blue Ridge to the Unicay
Turnpike road; thence by a straight line to the nearest main

mﬂww, Land Cessions, pe 68li.
k’w to Calhoun, February 9, 1819, Records of the Cherokee Agency.




source of the Chestatee; thence along its main channel to

the Chatahouchee ¢/ and thence to the Creek boundary.

All islands in the states and a few in the Termesses and

Highwassee belong to the Cherckeses, except Jolliy's island

which was privately owned.
lMost of the small reservations were included in this cession. Nowever,
*fran the above cession 31 traets of QL0 acres sach were reservad for
individusls.” It was also agreed that every hesd of an Indian family
who would become a citisen of the United States should receive 640 acres.5®

Tha state of Termessee denied the validity of the Cherokee reser-
vetions. In 1820 trouble arose between the authorities of Tennesses and
a surveyor, Robert Houstom, who was entrusted to survey the individual
reservations provided for under the treaties of 1517 and 1819, The legle-
lature refused to confirm all such reservations and Houston was given
orders by state officials to cease the survey.5l

The successful negotiation of the Cherokee Indian treaties was
dus more to the efforts and influence of Colonel Meigs than to any other
persgon. Froam years of experientce among the tribe, he knew ths necessary
procedure in arranging for the talks which resulted in the acquisition
of Indian lands by treaties.

Although Meligs was the key man in the megotiation of Cherokee
treaties which resulted in disposseesing Cherokees of their lands, the
ageat never doubted their loyalty to the United States. His faith in
their allegiance was confirmed when they offered their military services’

against the British in the War of 1812,

”M! at mﬂ’ Vi, p. 195‘ Royce, Land Cessions, p. 696,
nkyeo, "Cherokee Mation of Indians," p. 232.



CHAPTER IV

THE CHEROKEES AND THE WAR OF 1012

British Influsnce and the Efforts of Tecumseh

In their quest for friendship and aid to stem the crises, British
Caneda and the United States were both seeking Indian alliances in 1808,
The land hungry whites had placed the Federal Govermment at a disedvantage
and its efforts were futile. After this atiempt failed the United Btates
plead for Indian neutrelity.t

The spread of the western settlemsnts were increasing year by
year. Since there was no effort on behalf of the Federal Qovermment to
conciliate the southern tribes, the Indians were emraged and became fit
subjects to plet revenge. The British traders were liberal in distribut-
ing small presents of various kinds to the Indians which placed them in
a more favorable disposition tcward the Eaglish goverrment.?

Teoumseh, an orator and Indian chief fram the Nortiwest, visited
the southern Indians in 1811 for the purpose of organizing them into a
gonfederacy to rssist the msﬁud advance of the white settlers. His
orvatory created great excitement among the Creek warriors and was effec-
tive in developing a war party, which "anxiously swaited the opportunity
to atrika."a Tecumseh's visit to the Cherokees, seeking cooperation, was

lsnel, "Indtan Consolidation,” p. 263,
21p4d,, p. 261-262.

3Hnar, Tennessees A History, I, p. 220.
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a failure owing to the fact that it coincided with the activities of some

®medicine men and old chiefs in reaction to the Cherokee aping of white
san's ways.” Their preaching was put to a test, failed, and Tecumseh's
organizing efforts "became associated with the ridicule that followed and
was rejected by the Cberokees. ™!

The Necessity of Cherckee Allegiance

When the war clouds of 1812 begar to form, the Cherokees were
aware of the approaching hostilitiss. The young chiefs asked to be pere
mitted to offer their esrvices on the side of the United States., They
offered to enlist a mmber of young men for this service “on the same terms
of pay and emolument" as received by soldiers of the United States' Army.
Meigs mentioned this to show that ths young men would not remain idle
spectators should war be dsaclaved.5

If war were to be declared the fighting services of the Cherokees
would not be needed as much as their favorable attitude toward the United
States. The Secretary of War had this in mind when he sent an important
circular letter to ths southern Indian agents informing them that war
bad been declared with Great Britsin. He advised that "your vigilance
and attention are nscessary in your agengy® at the presemt. In the execu=-
tion of their duties and performance, they were to spare no expanse "to
keep the Indians quiet and friendly,+®

» The Cherokee Nation, pp. 22-23.
Sueigs to Dustis, May S, 1812, Records of the Cherckse Agemcy.

" Gpugtis to Neigs, June 9, 1812, Secretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indian Affairs, Cy p. 137.
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It was thought necessary that samesthing be done to keep the Chero-
kees kindly disposed toward the Government. In one of the directives to
the agency, Meigs was given permission to deliver plows and agricultural
inplements, provided the Indians remained amicable,’ Thia was cne of the
msthods used by the War Department in its attempt to hold the friemdly
attitude of the Cherokees during this critical period.

Meigs was sincere in requesting that the Indians be granted an
opportunity to fight in this war. He thought the employment of the best
young chiefs and men would have the desired effect of saintaining their
attachment to the United States. The interest of ths Cherckees in the
war was very lmportant, Meigs said, as "thsy owe the United States more
than they are able to pay, for their protection, for their existence as
a nation at thie time, for raising them from a state of hunters to culti-

vators, Derdemen and manufacturers.*S

Active Participation

The Cherokees had received threats from the Cresks and had been
the recipients of depredations committed by that tribe. The old chief,
PathKiller, could not stand idly by and lst the Creeks have their way,
and therefore he arranged to have an ammy of Cherokees join the Jackson
forces.? According to Marion Starkey, "The Ridge, a prospercus trader

Toustis to Meigs, July 28, 1812, Secretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indian “‘m‘, c’ P 1&3«

Mgs to Armstrong, July 30, 1813, Records of the Cherockee Agency.
95tarkay, The Cherokes Nation, p. 23.
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and planter at the head of Cooea, was credited with recruiting 800 Cher-
okess to fight the Creeks and had been rewarded by Jackson with the
title of major.®0

The final battle fought against the Creeks was at Horss Shoe Bend
on the Tallapoosa River in southern Alabama, General Jackson had the
Cherokee forces in the rear guarding supplies or stationed to cut off the
retreating Creeks if necessary. Then the battle was going against Jack-
son's troops and the lines of the Creeks could not be broken, the Cherckee
forces refused to be held back. Several Indians swam the river, retwrned
in Creek canoces and transported their men (Cherokees) back across in
large oumbers. The Indian attack waa "in hand-to-hand combat without
cover.” This attack divided the Creek warriors and the result was a
victory for Gemeral Jackson and his allied forces.ll

The Cherckee-Cresk Boundary Dispute

A treaty was negotiated with the Creek nation at the Council
House at Fort Jackson on August 9, 1814.12 The Cherokees claimed a
particon of the land ceded to the United States by this treaty. A close
examinetion of the stated boundaries proved "that no less than

mig., p. 2.
llMy P 250

ulun to Armstrong, August 9, 161k, Records of the Cherckee
Agenay.
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four million acres of the land sppropriated by Jackson was not Creek ab
all,* but belanged to the Cherokess.l3 The Cherckees made their claims
known in the spring of 1816 when another treaty, establishing a boundary
between the Creeks and the Cherukees; was negotiated at Waahington by the
Secretary of War, Cravford. Meigs accampanied the Cherokee delegation to
the seat of Covermment and aided in establishing the following m,lh

The Cherokees declared and agreed that a line shall be
run from a point on the west bank of Coosa River opposite the
lower end of the Ten Islands in said river and above Fort
Strother, directly to the Flat Rock or stone on said Bean
Creek, whioch line shall be established as the boundary of the
lands ceded by the Creek nation to the United States by said
treaty of August 9, 1814, and of the lands claimed by the
Cherokee nation g west of the Coosa and south of the
Tennessee rivers.

(eneral Jackson defended himsslf with one tirade after another, all
to justify what he had dons in the Creek treaty at Port Jackson,é Seo-
retary of War Crawford returned a forceful reply. He spoke of a paper
produced by a Cherckee daputation of the previous winter, which taken as
a whole, d«imtod-tho boundaries agresd upan by the parties concerned.
Jackson was acquainted with these facte. The Secretary added that "the
note at the bottom asserts that the execution of a convention was deferred
upon your advice.” All evidence points to the fact that the Cherckes con-

tention over their ceded land in the Creek treaty was J\ut.n

ustmqy, The Cherokee Nation, p. 26.
Ibgrer, Torchlights to the Cherokees, p. .

lslayu, Land Cessions, p. 680,

uJuhon to Crawford, Jume 10, 1816, Records of the Cherckee
Agnncy; Amer. State Papers, Ind. Affs., II, p. 110,

17cr.'f°l'd to J‘mn’ Junse 19’ 1816, Amer. State P‘gﬁr’. Ind, Aff'o’
11, p. 112,
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Oeneral Jackson also had' other troubles concerning the Creek
treaty. Pollowing tids treaty at Port Jackason, settlers moved into the
territory comprising in part four million acres claimed by the Creek
and Choctaw nations. When Jackson's underhanded procedure becaze ap~
parent, the setilers were reluctant tc remove from their new domicile
and Jackson was in syapathy with them, This sympathy is revealed whean
Crawford tells Jackson that "the idea attempted to be impesed upon the
publiec by the intruders, that they are ready to remove fram their settle-
ments as public property, but not as Indian land, is too shallow a devioce
%o deceive the most inconsiderate." Jackson was given orders to termin-
ate this delusion immsdistely,}d Bevertbeless, Jackson was slow in com-
plying with this directive and Msigs continusd to insist that the
intruders be removed and the delusion cast aside.l?

Instead of the intruders being removed, the disputed territory
was purchased froa the Cherokees in the treaty of September 16, 1816,
and the intruders became legal settlers.

General Jackson's lLack of Recognition

It 1s difficult to understand why General Jacksan showed his lack
of respect for the Cherckee warriors after the battle of Horse Shoe Bend.

uwm to J.M’ Jm 1’ 1816’ ibiddg Ps 113.

19%eigs to Crawford, August 8, 1816, ibid.
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N¥owhere does he give credit to the heroism of individual Cherokees for
their part in thias battle or for the services of the Indian forces as
a whole. We have evidence that there were Indian herces in this battle,
for later President Madison recammended, via the Secretary of War, that
"a good rifle gun® be given to Charles Reecs and two Cherckes warriors
for their gallant conduct in the engagement with the Creeks at "Horse
Shoe Bend." leigs was given further instructions to secure three medals
from Ythe superintendent of Indian trade snd present them to these de-
serving men. 20
Yhen General Jackson denied that the Cherokee nation had suffered
any damages or given their services in the Creek war, asgent Meigas upheld
the Cherckees and made thias indignent reply:
It may be answered that thousands witnessed both; that
in nearly all the battles with the Creeks and the Cherokess
rendered the most efficient service, snd at the expense of the

lives of many fins men, whose wives and children and brothers
and sisters are mowning their fall.21

Compensation for Losses

The Cherokeea likewise suffsred losses of persanal property during
the Creek campaign. The Indian goldiers filed a statement of claims for

spoliations on their property by part of the Tannessee troops in the
expedition against the hostile Creeks, This epplication for damages was

200ruwtord to Meigs, May kL, 1616, Secretary of War, Letters Seat,
Indian Affairs, G, p. 340.

fygigs to Crawford, August 19, 1616, in Amer. State Pspers, Ind.
“t'-’ II. Pe 97.
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made to the War Departmsnt and included the loss of cattle, horses, hogs,
cows, sheep, and corn. The amownt demanded totaled $k,3Uk.10,22

Compenastion for these losses was a8 smal) item in camparison to
what the Cherockees felt they deserved. In their opinmion the Creeks
should be required to cede to them sufficient land to pay for their
damage and the cost of the campaign against them.23

Meigs felt that the Cherokee claims were just and requasted Jack-
son to permit him to speak in bebalf of the Chsrokees. A memorial was
sent to General Jackson concerning the heroic service rendered Uy the
Cherakees at Horse Shoe Bend as well as the losses of perscnal pruperty ’
sustained while the warriors were in urvico.“"h '

Qenerzl Jackson was sorely offended by these remarks concerning
the Cherokees and gave axpression to his thoughts 4n two letters to
Colonel Meigs at Hiwassee "in which he mads use of streng language in
reprobating the convention with the Charokses, both with respect to
boundary and the grant to indesnify the Cherokees for spoliatiom on their
property.® The hero of New Orleans requested an explanation canceraing

the destruction of Cherokee property and was promptly supplied by Meigs
with copies of all the claims snd satisfactory cxphmuonl.zs

ﬂm‘. to Armstrong, May 4, 18lY, Records of the Cherokse Agency.

Drwa., May 15, 1814,
2h

to Meigs, wn’ 18113. Secretary of War, lLetters Sent,
Indian Afftira, Cy P« 168.

zsld.p to Crewford, August 19, 1816, in Amer. State Papers, Ind.
“f.u, II, PP« 113-111;.
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VWhen annuities to the Cherokees were paid, they were usually
allocated to take care of individual olaims which were substantiated by
proof, Thig was theuthodmodhythomaupmmmthstho
horse thefts, damage cases and cases of bribery mentioned in previocus
chapters. Meigs was instructed to divide the sum of $955.2);, allocated
from the Cherokee anmiity of 1815, smong the Cherokee warriors for their

services in the recent m.%

Pensions

The United States qucsmmt gave recognition to the Cherokee
warriors of the Creek aampeign Wy motifying those next of kin that their
applications for pensions would receive consideration. The relatives of
all Indians losing their lives {killed or died from wounds later) in the
service of the United States would receive the same pension as those in
a similar position among the white popaulace. The pension would be forty-
eight dollers per ysar for the cammon soldier and one-half the salary
of officers. Showld the widow marry again, their children would receive
the benefits. The penaions would be granted for five years and those
eligible would be determined by agent Meigs after proof had been ascer-
tained.27

ﬁbmc to Melgs, August 20, 1815, Records of the Cherckee Ageney.

%Toranan to Uedgs, August 13, 1617, Secretary of War, Letters Semt,
Indian Affairs, D, p. 11
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The granting of pensions was a slow process. All claims of pen-
sions had to be adjusted for those whose relatives fell in the War of
1812.28  Ximost five years after the close of the war, warranis were
issued by the Secretary of War, drawn on the United States Treasury De-
partment for the sum of $453.80« Tds monsy was given to the widows
and orphans of those Cherckees who fell at Horse Shoe Bend.?”

”Mhou to Meigs, Septesder 5, 10618, Records of the Cherckee
Agency.

29“140 » December 16. 1&9'



CHAPPER V

INDIAN REMOVAL

Early Efforts in Jefferson's Regime

The first emigration movement of the Cherokees was insugurated
when a few families, dissatisfied with the terms of the treaty of Hope-
well, 17685, embarked in small boats and "descending the Tennssses, Ohio,
and Misgiseippi rivers, reached and ascended the Saint Francis . . .
formed a ssttlemant and later moved to a location on White River.”?
Otber dissatisfied families joined this settlement from time to time.}

Thames Jefferson in 1803 stated in a confidential message to
Congress, that he favored the "removal of these tribes beyond the liss-
issippl.” Congrese passed an act, March 26, 1805, dividing the
loulsiana Purchase into two divisiona. Thess divisions were known as
the Louisiana and Orleans territories. This act alao appropriated
$15,000 to enable President Jefferson to carry out his plam of initia~
ting Indian remvval to the upper (Louisiana) territory.2 The plan was
not immediately set in motion as thare i1s no evidence that agent Meige
was given at that time any instructions to propagate the idea.

No large migrations of Cherckees occurred duwring the first years
of Jefferson's regime. After the treaties of 1605 and 1806, there was

%«, *Cherckee Nation of Indians,® p. 20h.
2m4d., pp. 202203,
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an inorease in the number of families removing to the Arkansas, This en~

couraging fact was made known in 1808 when Meigs reported that a large
muber of Cherokees had migrated to the trans-Mississippi territory.d

Meigs talked with many of the Chercokee chiefs and found them
favorably inclined toward industsy and desirous of improving their situ~
ation. The agent believed the objeots of their pursuit could best de
attained by an exchange of land for tracts of equal amounts beyond the
Missiseippi. There they would {ind excellent hwnting grounds as well as
the protection and fostering hand of the govermment. "Their existence as
a distinct people depends on their migration. . + . A general idea of an
exchangs 48 that thay shall have an equal extent of land as thay now hold
here, sl

Beginnings of Indian Hemoval

Arrangements for the transfer of land for territory west of the
Wississippl River were started in the latter part of Jefferson's m.s
Meigs submitted a plan to the War Department for this exchange and
recammended that the emigrants have #id in the way of a facter, sills and
mechanigation 1f they expected to became self-sufficient.® This plan or

JMatgs to Sevier, April 11, 1809, Records of the Cherckee Agancy.
latesgs to Dearborn, June 3, 1808, ibid.

SMe1gs to Amstrang, June 2L, 1614, ibid.

ONeigs to Bustis, August 17, 1809, ibid,
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proposition was handed to ths President for his consideration. The prob-
ler of removal was of great interest to ths Cherokee nation as well as
to the United States and was a major one in its scope. A gradual emigration
by families seemed to be more legical than emigration by large parties.’

The Government began immediately to plan for a gradual removal of
the tribe to the West. The War Department intended to allocats four
hundred and £ifty dollars for use inm the purchase of agricultural tools
for the Chsrakse nation and the use of schools. The agent believed this
bhelp should be given in the interest of creating better feelings and would
result in a more sincere epirit of cooperation on the part of the Chero-
koes in this projcct.s

After a delegation of Cherokee Indians visited the countyy on the
Thite and Arkansas rivers in 1809, agent Meigs reported that as many as
two thousand *signified their inteution of removal as early as the
autumn of that year.” MNeigs was advised to discourage the emigration
of go large a number owing to the financial condition of the War Depart-
ment and the huge expense involved. The plan was stalemated until the
spring of 1811, when Meigs was advised by his superiors that conditions
were proper, and was requested t¢ revive interest "on the subjest of a
general removal and exchange of lands.*”? Little progress had been made

Tomith to Melgs, November 1, 1809, Secretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indian Affeirs, G, p. 6.

Sgustis to leigs, Pebruary 16, 1610, ibid., p. 16.
fRayve, "Chorokee Nation of Indians,” p. 203,
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toward this cbjective when the War of 1812 intervened, causing a cessation
of efforts toward this end. It was 2lmost two years after the end of the
war before the War Department again twmed its attention to the gubject
of Indian emigration.

Meigs agreed with Secretary of War, Crgwford, that the existence
of the Cherokse tribe depended on the relinquishment of "their savage
rights and customs® and the acceptance of civilised practices in agricule
ture, industry and the ways of cbiaining an education, mainly in schools.
The agent adnitted the necessity of & large expenditure of money to carry
out a complete emigration, yet he pointed out that the gains to South
Carcling, Temessee and Georgia would be many times the cost. A just
compensation to effect the removal and satisfactory establigiment beyond
the Mississippi would probadly cost one hundred thousand dollars. Meigs
believed this amount reascnsble, considering the great losses incurred
by the Cherckees in land transactions since 1785. The Indians, in
trensacting negotiations, always received the consent of the tribe, thus
delaying action. Colonel Melgs believed that the subject relating to the
exchange of lands should be placed before the tribe on printed ooples
gseveral months in advance of the negotiation. The negotiations should be
held in Washington.l9 The only suggestion of Meigs that Secretary of War,
Crawford, agreed to wes the latter. This was ahown eight months later
‘when Colonel Msigs sent an Indian deputation to the national capitol,

mloﬂ.u to Crawford, November 8, 1816, Amer. State Papers, Ind,

ufﬂ-. II‘ Pe 116.
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July 68, 1817. The negotiations with Secretary Crawford resulted in &
cession of two large tracts of land which were in exchange for a similar
amount %on the Arkansaes and White rivers® adjoining the territary of the
Ougu.n

Before the treaty was ratified and in the summer of 1817, Meige
reported that "within a month . . « over 1700 Cherokees had already en-
rolled themselves for removal the emsuing fall."n The removal of part
of this number was prodably due to the influence of friends and relatives
in the West. It was evident that ths call of blood ties remained strong,
for when runners were sent to the eastern group sesking aid for thsir
contamplated war with the Osage tribe, the nation responded with warriors,
and following the victory, they received a portion of the spoils., Accord-
ing to Brown the "Osage Wer had a unifying effect on the Eastern and
Westarn Cherokees, and caused them to feel that regardless of separation,
they were still one pooph."u

Preparations for Indian Removal

Colaonel Meigs left no stone unturned in his effort to camply with
the directives of the Secretary of War. He gave every encouragemant to

niayeo, "Cherokes Nation of Indians," p. 216.
ulb o9 Po 218.
Lyohn Brown, Old Frontiers, pp. 475, L76.



68
the removal of the Cherokees beyand the Mississippi River in accordance
with the treaty of 1617.1

The Assistant Sscretary contracted with Mr. Rockbold for sixzty
boats to be delivered to Colonel Meligs for transporting all the Indians
who desired to remove to the Arkansas. The Indian agent was requested
to purchase all the flour and meat necessary for the westward journey.
Other necessities would be furnished later. Mr. Rockbold also contracted
to furnish “four tons of lead and a ferry boat," the latter to be left
with the factor at the Chickassw IQuffs to transport across the Mississ-
ippi River those Indians who desired to go by that route. The War Depart-
ment would forward “"five hundred kettles and stoves and eight hundred
blankets,” all to be sent in "the first detachment of booty.®* Meigs was
to keep the Department informed of the number of Indians leaving in the
fall and spring. He was authorised to encourage them, mentioning free
transpertation, rations, presents, and the opportunity of sdlecting six
hundred and forty acres of land of their choice in the Arkansas country
along with the privilege of bscoming citisens of the United States.i® It
was agreed by the treaty of 1817 that the Cherokees would relinquish to
the United States their lands east of the Mississippi River in exchange
for land on the Arkansas and White rivers in proportiom to the nmmber of
the tribe moving west,l6

1kagyoe, "Cherckes Nation of Indians,® p. 215.

15Grahsn to Meigs, August 9, 1817, Secretary of War, Letters Semt,
Indian Afflirl, D, pu N

mﬁ. at m 1 Ind. m&, VII, p. 156.
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It was Meige' duty to see that the Indians assembled at the right
time and place for the jourmey. The first detaciment of boats was to be
delivered about Novamber 1, and earlier if possible. Since the supply of
rifles could not be delivered at that time, one hundred rifles would be
sent from Newport, Kentucky to the factor at Chickassw Bluffs. Here each
Indian making the journey was t0 receive "four pounds of powder and twelve
pounds of lead” along with a new rifle 37

Meigs was given instructions later to require the army contractors
of the state of Tennessee to furnish 38,640 rations of meat, flour and
salt for the Cherckees registered for emigration to the West.28 It has
been estimated that the total valus of the goods given to the Cherckees
as an inducement to migrate to the Arkansas River was $20,560. These
g00ds included rifle guns, gwmpowder, lead, flintas, beaver traps, axes,
hoes, and ploughs.l?

The additional burdens on Meigs caused by the removal of the
Indians west of the Mississippi made it necessary for him to have addi~
tional help, - Meigs was requested to appoint Samusl Houston as assistant
Cherokee agent at a salary of one thousand dollars per year with four
ratione added.20

17Granan to Meigs, August 13, 1617, Secretary of War, Letters Senmt,
Indian Affairs, D, p. 7h.

19101d., September 9, 1817 (page number lacking).

19 note of estimate on file (no date), Records of the Chervkee
Agency.

mmhn to Meigs, &gz.bcr 29, 1617, Secretary of War, Letters
Sent, Indian Affairs, D, Pe ' ‘
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The Indian removal progrem was legging dus to the pro- and anti-
removal factions among the Indians. A representative delegation of
Cherockess was sent to Washington and the old system of bribery was
nt'tllptﬂl.a *Talontisky @o]‘l given one tbhousand dollars and each
of the other delegates five hundred dollars.® When this deputaticn of
Indians left Eashington, it was thought they sppreciated the kindnasss
and favors shown them. The War Departasnt heped that these representa~
tives would react favorably to obtain the permission of the tribe for
emigration west of the Mississippi River.22 The Governor of Tennesses
was asked to use his influence and assist Colonel Meigs in furnishing
rations for all the Indians emigrating to the Arkanses.23 The final ast
in preparing for the Indian remcval was the official appointment of
George Gillespis as commissioner to evaluate the improvements on the
lands of the emigrants lesving for the trans-Mississippl jowrney.2h

Emigration to the Arkansas and White Rivers

A passport was issued to chief John Jolley, January 26, 1818, who
had *under his euperintendsnce sixteen boats laden with Cherokes families

2Acalnoun to MeMinn, March 16, 1818, Searwtary of War, Letters Sent,
Indian Affaits, D, p. 125,

azl'bg., P 126.

Dcalnomn to Meigs, March 26, 1818, Secretary of War, Letters Sems,
Indian “m’ Dy, pe 1.

Zhoanem to Osorge G1llesple, March 31, 1818, ibid., p. 133
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and their property, on their way to the Arkansas River to enter on lands
designated for them. . . %5

There 1s no record of the number of Cherokees who had moved west
of the Mississippi by 1818, though there mmst have been several thousand.
In 1810 a messenger arrived from the White and Arkansas rivers and infore
med Meigs that there were 1100 gurmen within that mim.% This estimate
probably included the Osage tridbe as well as the Cherckeaes.

Meiga, no doudbt, became discouraged at the attitude of the Cherokees.
PathKiller, the prineipal chief of the Cherckees, was opposed to removal
and secured the passage of a law, by the Naticnal Cherokee Council at New
Echotsa, giving the "death penalty® to any Cherckee who made "unlawful land
denls." He told Meigs that %I love my comntyy where I was raised," and
*hope you have conscience to let me raise xy own children in my owm
comtry.'zq These statements caused Melgs to sayt "The Indians appear
to have a greater dread of a woll regulated community than of smnihilation,
and the last most assuredly awaits them as a nation if they will still re-
fuse the offers of GCovernment, their peocple will not stay here much
Lenger® /&Lo7.2

The number of Cherokees apposing the idea of exchanging their lands
east of the Miasissippi River for acreage in the West was gradually increas-
ing. In 1819, Meigs sent a list of thoss Cherckees who had enrolled for

25\ note on £ile (no date), Records of the Cherokee Agency.
a8 to Bustis, July 25, 1810, Records of the Cherckes Agenays
254arkey, The Cherokee Natiom, pp. LB~49.

23128 %o Oovernor MaMinn, August 7, 1618, Records of the Cherckee
Agency.
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emigration under an alleged misunderstanding of the treaty of 1817, but
desired to remain in their native cowmatry. There were 837 names on this
14s¢.27

The enthusiasm for removal among the Indians gradually bdogged down
in gpite of constant efforts of the VWar Department to paint a glowing
picture of life in the Arkansas country. This failure of a wholesals
esigration was partly attributed to Calhoun's broken promises of granting
citisenship to the Cherckees included in the treaties of 1817 and 1819,
Also, the promise of granting reservations of land to the chiefs was fore
gotten,

Calhowm, the Secrstary of War, expressed as follows his opinion
concerning the lack of cooperation on the part of the Cherokees in their
resoval to the Arkansast

It would have been a sowrée of great satisfaction to
ms, if the Cherckee nation had assented t0 remove to the Arkan-
sas. I believe our interest and their own would have been
greatly promoted by ite This opinion I urged in my conferences
with them but they appeared to me to be forced in theixr opposi~
tion to emigrating, and that for their efforts, besides, deing
accompanied with much expenss, would be useless.)O

In the partial removal of ths Cherokees, the lack of cocperation on
the part of the Indians proved rather expensive to the Govermment. In thip
removal some of the boats furnished by the Goverrment failed to complete

the trip, resulting in the necessity for the purchase of other boats by one

295 note in the files (no date), Records of the Cherckee Agency.
300a1houn to McMinn, Mxy 6, 1819, Records of the Cherckee Agency.
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Th
of the chiefs. Meigs was authorized to pay this friendly Indian one hund~-
red and fifty dollars in compensation for his expenditure. This individual
chief expressed gratification for the tribe‘'s new land on the Arhmu;n

The removal policy of the Govermment had made great strides wnder
the Cherokee agent but was far from camplete when death removed Meigs
from the picture in January, 1823, After the treaties of 1816-1819, with
the Cherokees and Chickasaws, Indian titles to all of Tennessse had been
extinguished except a small part in the southsastern corner. Sixtean
years elapsed before the Cherokees agreed to relinguish their title to
thig tract and adjoining territory in North Carolina, Georgis, and Alsbama,
They had a great desire to remain on this small part of their ance great
empire. But the people of Tennessee and Ueorgia could not be gatisfled
until every Indian title had bean extinguished,’?

Nyt gn to Calkown, March 22, 1620, Secretary of War, Letters Seat,
Indian Affeirs, D, p. 3860

325aner, Tennessess A History, I, p. 2U9




CHAPTER VI

METQS AND THE MISSIONARIES

Zarly Efforts of the Missionaries to Establish Schools

Mary years before the initial emigration of the Cherokees west of
the Missisaippi River, missicnaries had entered the Indian villages. In
1784 the Moravians of North Carolina made their first attempt to start
a mission among the Cherckees. They sent Brother Martin Schneider to the
Indian towns on the Little Tennessee River to sesk permission to esteblish
the mission school. Although the misaion was for the benefit of the
Indians, warfare was raging at this particular time and the missicnary's
efforts were fruitless.] Later, in September 1800, two other Moravian
sdassionaries traveled to Tellico and were successful in securing permission
fram the Cherokee chiefs to establish a mission in that nation,? Rever-
ends Steiner and Byhan began work on the mission in April, 1801. Colonel
Meigs alded them in establishing the school on a site which was later
called Spring Place.’

Previous to the establistment of this school, the Reverend Gidecn
Blackburn in 1799 had attempted to bring Christianity to the Cherckees.
tThe Presbytery of Union in East Tamnsssee was not financially able at this
time to aid him in his “designe.” However, in 1603, the Reversnd Mr.

1500n Brown, C1d Prontiers, p. L466.

2yalxer, Torchlights to the Cherokees, p. 26.
Noaney, Myths of the Cherokee, p. B8l.
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Blackburn presented his plan, for tsaching Indtan ehildersn, to the general
assmbly of the Presbyterian Church. This plan was accepted. Then, fore-
seeing difficulties, he "waited on® President Jefferson and received
reccmmendations from the Secretary ¢f War and directions to Colonel Meigs
to facilitate his project.l Meigs was instructed by Secretary of War
Crawford to c¢oatribute a gift of money and land, from the Govarmment, to
this worthy project, and to enter into conferences with the chiefs and
the Reverend Mr. Blackburn concerning a suitabls location, The Govermment
would furnish sufficient land and possidly two or three hwdred dollars to
aid the missionary in gatting his school started.’ The Prestyterian Board
granted $200 to Blackburn for two months of service and recommended that
he seek financial aid from the pecple of Tennessee. From the latter
source he collected $430 and some dooks.S

The question of separation of church and state did not enmter into
the negotiations for govermment sypport of missions. All govarmment
money was allocated for tha building and support of Indian schools, While
it was lmown that the minister's objective was to introduce Christiamity
"ag fast as the young minds could grasp it."@ No mention was ever made

of supporting the missions for religious purposes. The Govermment gave

bpacxbwn to Dr. Norse, 1807, in The Panoplist. canducted by an
Assooiation of Friends to Evangelical Trul stont Lincoln and Edmands,
1808), ¥o. 53, ITI, p. 39.

Sheardorn to Meigs, July 1, 1803, Sacretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indisn Affairs, A, p. 3%.

6mackbura to Dr. Morse, 1807, The Panoplist, p. LO.

? " ] pQ 85-
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the sissionaries a free hand in their teaching with the understanding that

their instructions would not interfere with the Covernment's regulations
for the Indians.d It is interesting to notice the restraints under which
the Govermment granted permissicn to Blackburn to carry out his project.
The establisiment of an English school was required but the Govermmsat
was to be under no obligation to finance 1t.?

The Reverend Mr, Hlackburn was given the promige of a school Yy
the Cherokees at the time of the distribution of the annuity, Octoder,
1803, The school was located at Hiwageee Oarrison and opened in the
spring of 1804.1° The school was quite successful and the misslemary
desired that the public take notice of his success. He transparted the
twenty~five “acholars® by canoce down the Elwassee River to Tellico and
pareded the studemts during the tresty negotiations of 1805, The Indiens
were greatly impressed and requested another sghool in the lower district
of the nation. When Blackburn established this school on Sale Creek,ll
the Committee on Missions of the Presbytwrian Church was unsble to lend
financial assistance for the new sehool. Therefore, Hlackburn made a
tour of the South and collected spproximately $1500 which gave the school
sequrity.}? The missionary continued to have succsss in his attempt at

& eertorn to Blaskburn, July 3, 1803, Secretary of War, Letters
Sant, Indian Affeirs; 4, p. 355.

1031 sekbarn to Dr. Marss, 1807, The Panoplist, p. 85.
n% December 1l, 1807, p. 117,
125044, , January 15, 1808, p. 475,
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edvilizing the children; however, his health becams impairved and he was
compelled to leave his Indian achools in 180,13

The axperiment at Spring Place resulted in one of the finsst
schools established in the Cherokee nation. The Indians welcomed the
Noravians and their work, and showed their gratitude by permitting the
SAmerican Board of Foreign Missions® in 1816 to send missionaries \of the
Baptist, Methodist, Congregational snd Presbyterisn faithe 1l ifter the
Creek War, these four mission groups cerried their religious and educs-
tional efforts into variocus towns of the Cherokee nation. The Baptist
and Methodist missionaries were active 4in establishing achools in the
Valley 2@3.15

The Reverend Elias Cornsliug, an agent of the American Board of
Migsions, had sought and been granted permission from the War Department
to visit the southern tribes of Indians and ascertain if coaperation could
be secured in establiuhing institutions to train the children in the
English language, agriculture, and the domestic arts. Meigs was instructed
to lend aid in every way possible and to coopsrate in a mnmm This
project, Brainerd Misasion, will be discussed in a separate division.

”Brv-n, 0ld Prontiers, p. k68.
Wsearbuy, The Cherckes Hation, p. 0.
15m¢., Pe 31.

14Grahan to wg. July 20, 1817, Secretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indian “‘m', D’ Peo .




Oovernment Assistance in Indlan Education

The Federal Government, for many years after the establisiment of
the Moravien achool at Spring Plece, was rather stingy in granting funds
for the support of schools in the Cherckee nation. The Cherckee agent,
¥eigs; was instrumental in aiding the missionaries to establish schools
but this help was mainly in service, with little monsy granted for bullde
ing or maintatning the schools. However, the amownt of fimds was increased
when results of the schools became better known, While Maigs never ap-
pealed directly to the War Depertment for school support, his mumercus
reports favoring the benafits of Indisn schools probably aided in bring-
ing about the increase in funds.

The Secretary of War, Hemry Deardborn, infurmed the Reverend Mr,
Blackburn that he had authorised Colonel Meigs to grent thrse Imdred
dollars *for the encouragement of the c¢civilization of the Cherckee In-
dians." The President was highly pleased with the aission school thus
established. 'fho minister was praissd for his benevolent work and was
told that for his sacrifice he would receive many blossings.”

When the Reverend Gideon Hlackburn's schools closed in 1810, only
one institution in the Cherokes nation continued to function. This was
the 1little Moravian school at Spring Plsce. It appeared to be in poor
financial condition but received encouragemsnt when “Meigs notified My,

17pesrbom to Blackburn, November 12, 1806, Secretary of War,
Letters Sent, Indian Affairs, B, p. 261.
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Osmbold, superintendent of the sghool, that the Goverrment had agreed to
give them /Moravian scheal/ a grant of one hundred dollars per anmum, *15

There seems t0 have been #light progress in educating the Indien
children until after the fomding of the Brainerd Mission School in the
fall of 1816,27 fThe Government became more 1iberal both in furnisidng
materials and funds for sahoal buildings and in anmnual grants of monsy.

The Reversnd Humphery Posey, & missionary of Baptist faith, wrote
Meigs relative to building a “seminary® in the Cherckee nation. He was
informed that aid comparshls t0 that given others would be granted to him
for estadlishing a schoal. Meigs was ready to make a contr@t for the
buildings as soon as the missionary furnished a plan or description of
the structares and their locatiem,?O

The schoals varied in sigse and mmber of students and for this
reason OSovermsent aid varied im the mowmt of funds granted each. How-
ever, by 1820, the schools at Spring Place and Brainerd were receiving
£250 each per year. Thapaywtlwrem&onaqmrwwbuh-a

The Govarmment decided on a new method of granting aid to the
Indian schools in the Cheorokee nation at tids time. Tuition was paid by
the Government baszed on the number of pupils attending, Coinciding with

Brxer, Torchlights to the Cherckess, p. 3l.

Yrd,, p. be.

mb&p to Reverend Posey, March 18, 1820, Records of the Cherckes
Agency.

Acanom to Neigs, April 10, 1820, Secretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indian Affairs, B, p. 399.
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this new method of payment, Colonel Msigs received orders and a warrant
for $1533 to be used for school bulldings in the Valley Towns and at
Brainerd. The sum of $2370 had slready been spent for duildings at
Brainerd. Secretary of War Calbewn thought more money should be used
to increase the school facilities in the Valley Towns.Z2?

Since the establistment of the school at Spring Place, the Govern-
ment had gredually increased its gupport of the schools in the Cherckes
nation. The Govermment in 1822 granted $1,000 per annum to the American
Board of Fareign Missions for sghool purposes.?)

Brainerd Mission Sehool

The plans for what later became Brainerd Misaion began to take form
when, upon the application of the Reverend Cyrus Kingsbury, President
Madison approved of establishing schools in the Cherokee nation and
promised to lend aid to the wndartaking in svery way possible. It was
requested that Colonel Meigs see to the construction of a suitable school
building and a house for the teacher. Also, he was directed to furnish
agricultural tools sufficient for teaching the students to culiivate the
soil. A loam, spinning whesls and cards would be furnished if needed.Zl

%mtolo:ga,ww,lm, Secretary of War, Letters Sent,
Indian Affeirs, E, p. 95.

Brvid., October 2, 1822, pe 34S.

”‘Mrd to , Moy 1k, 1816, Secretary of War, Letters
s.nt' Indian Aff&h‘l, G, p. L .
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The next step in the procedure for establishing the school in the
Cherokes nation was to odbtain permissicn fram the Cherokee chiefs and
this was accomplished in the fall of 1816. The Cherckee chiefs and
Croeks met in comecil at Turkeytomn, on the Cooss River in northeastern
Algbama, for settling boundary disputes and other business. After this
business was transacted the Reverend (yrus Kingsbury was intyroduced to
the Cherokee delegates Ly Genersl Andrew Jackson. The General “wery
politely introduced the subject of schools and urged the importance of
edueating their children.,® Kingstury, in an address to the chiefs, stated
his object: that the missionaries would establish a scheol, teach their
obildren and feed them in so far as they were able. He requested that
the chiefs glve him an answer immediately so he could inform the society
that had sent him.25 The chiefs gave him a favorable answer that night
and appointed one of their head men, the GQlass, to aid Kingsbury in
selecting a suitable location for the school.26 The site selected was
southeast of present-day Chattanooga, a plot of 160 acres located on the
south side of Chdcamauga Creek., The Government paid $S00 for the land!

Moigs was gilven authority to attend to the construction of suffi-
cient bouses, and "to aid in the effort to gain the attendance of the
Indian youths.® The United States would furnish the necessary supplies
and equipment. The Indian agent, realizing the necessity for the school

®S%alker, Torshlights to the Cherckees, p. 18,
%4, 5. 15,

nJolm Brow, (ld Frontiers, p. 469,
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uildings, sought out Robert Gamble, a carpenter, and signed a contract
with him to have the bduildings erected for Kingsbury. The matsrials were
to be wood and chy.zs It was a slow process but the bullding was fin-
ally completed at a total eost of nﬂa&ﬁ.”

The Brainerd Misgion scheol, like moat other schools, was com-
pelled to make regulations concerning attendance after a student enrolled.
Each st@dmt was requited to camplete his education or elss be forced to
pay board and room or tultion for his stay at the school. Authority was
likewise granted the missionaries t6 take any student out of schodl and
put kim 1n a trede atteched to the mlssion.™® The school had the distino-
tlon of being the first Indian schoal in North America to give instruction
in systematic and sclentific agricultiure, and in tredes, damestic science,
and domsstic arts. B _

It was pleasing to the chiefs and to Meigs when President Monroe
laid aside his duties at Washington and made a visit to the seminary at
Chicamauga, re-christened Brainerd, The fact that his visit was quite
sudden enadbled him to get a first-hand working knowledge af the mi.‘cio:i
and to make suggestions for improving the housing situation. He suggested
that 2 two-gtory building with glass windows bs erected for the use of the
giris. Bef.oro. his departure, he directed 2 letter to the agent giving

”Mm to Crawford, February 12, 1817, hecords of the Cherokee
Agency.

Byetg» to Calhoun, June 10, 1618, ibid.
Pmaret, Torchlights to the Cherokees, p. 1.
R1nid., pe Wb.
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further instructions for Neigs to defrey the expenses of erecting the
proposed building,J2 The President's request was followed and the next
year Meigs was given instructions to pay the entirs bill for erecting the
proposed building at Brainerd, provided it did not cost more than cne
thousand dollars.’} Meigs axpressed his gratitude to the President and
told hin of the favorable reaction his visit had on the Indiang

The school at Brainerd, though not the first one established in
the Cherokee nation, was considered the center of educational activities
among those Indians. The Sscretary of War spoke of ite enlightemment of
and {nfluence upon the Cherokes pecple. Alao, he mentioned its satis~-
factory results and ita influence in the sstablishment of other o&\ooh-’s

The Cass of the Osage Children

There are numerous sad cases in Indian history of odpper-colored
children being held as captives Wy the conqurers after an Indian war or
battle. The Cherokeae tribe was no exception. They and their allies re-
turned to their native locations with young captives after the Cherckee-
Osege War.

The Reverend Eliag Cornslius, while on his way to New Orleans on
mission duties, was dslzyed by the swollen waters of Caney Creek ia what

nw;, ps 99.

33calnoun to Meigs, November 16, 1820, Searetary of War, Letters
Sent, Indian Affairs, E, p. 1.

"bﬂy to President Monrve, September 17, 1819, Records of the
Cherakee Agency.

’sedm to Hoyt, Decamber 12, 1821, Secretary of War, letters
Sent, Indian Affeirs, B, p. 205.
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is now northern Mississippi. Hs had the opportunity of interviewing a
group of Cherokes warriors returning from the Chsrokese—sage campaign in
Arkansag, Here he saw one of the children captives, a amall Osage girl
about five years old. Before departing, the missionary requested that
the child be placed in the school at Braimerd. The Indian owner intimated
that he might be willing to sell her,3é At Natches, Mississippi, after
entertaining friends with the story of meeting the group of Charakees and
the young prisoner, Cornelius was handed one hundred and fifty dollars by
one Lydia Carter, to be used to redeem the Osage child.37?

The missionary wrote a letter to the Secretary of War, explaining
the finding of the Osags child and sesiking his belp inm bringing the
prisoner to the Brainerd Ii.uim’e Als0; he wrote a similar letter to
Melgs expressing his desire that the 1ittle Osage girl be placed in school
at Brainard,3? Meigs was likewias requested by the Secretary of War to
“gecure the child and place her in the Brainerd school.*lO

The child was breught to Brainerd the latter part of September and
was "christened lLydis Carter, in honor of the genercus woman of Natches."
The ¢hild was adopted by Mr. and ¥rs. Chasderlain, who "assumed the re-
sponsibility of giving her an education.*dd

M, Torchlights to the Cherokees, pp. 72-73.
T1bads, po. The7S.

3100 Cornsliue o Calboun, July 17, 1818, Records of the Chero-
kee Agency.

3 R1e8 Cornalius to Meigs, ibid,
UOwasker, Torchlights to the Cherokees, pe 76
Brig,, pp. 76+77.
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This 1little captive was not.tho only one held in the Cherckes
nation. A missionary teacher, Mr. A, BHoyt, wrote Meigs that the little
Osage girl had a sister who belanged to a man by the name of Fields in
the lower part of the nation. This man alzo had a small boy captive.
Bayt stated that, with the President's permission, the mission would like
very much t0 bring these childrem to0 Brainerd and place them in the mission
school 42

Mrs Hoyt and his son, Milo, made a journey of 300 miles in search
of the csptives. It was disappointing to have to returm without them
since their owner would not release thn.w The. missionaries, however,
did not give up in their efforts to rescue the boy. The following autwmn,
Joln Ross offered his services to that end and Colonsl Meigs “geve young
Ross a letter authorizing him to bring the Osage boy to the Bralnerd
Migsion.® He traveled to the mouth of the Catawba River, where he found
the boy nude and playing in the yard of his owner. Mu@dn&Mo
no for an answer and thirteen days after leaving Brainerd he was back with
the boy,hl

The Osege children, especially Lydia, becams closely attached to
their bepefactors. Lydia thought of them as her mother and father and
they thought of her as their daughter. This harmenious state of effection

835074 to Meigs, October 23, 1618, Records of the Cherokse Agency.
Ominer, Torchlights to the Cherokees, p. 77.

Uhpaa,, p. 78,
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was not to last, for peace terms were bLeing arranged between the Osage

and the Cherokee tribea. It was known that one of the demands of the
Osage Indians would be "for the return of the children who at first had
been taken prisoner.®!5 The sorrowful news came to the Mission in the
sumer of 1820, The Reverend ¥r. Euyt was called upon to deliver his
Osage children at Breinerd, Oovernor Miller of the territory made this
request of hiu,“ and the children were returned in accordance with the
instructions. Lydis Carter, being frail in body, died soon after reaching
the Arkansas Territory. John Osege Ross was adopted by Governor Miller
and became a ssddler Uy trade. Iydia's elder sister was never rescued

by the missionaries because of her age when taken prisoner. This Osags
gir]l married & young Cherckee bafore the peacs terms were arranged, How-
ever, in accordance with ths peace terma, she was surrendered to the Osage
which was defimtely against her wishes.’!

The Govermment never sanctioned or considered it proper to sell
Indian captives, though they pexmitted the transaction. For that reason
no pay was fortheaming from the United States to repay ownsrs of any of
the Osage prisoners {childrem), for they were not salable as slaves:s8

WS1a,, p. 79

h% to Hoyt, August 20, 1820, Rocords of Cherckee Agency.
h’m:m. Torchlights to the Cherckees, p. 82«
M to Hicks, January 20, 1821, Records of the Cherakee Agency.
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Meigs showed the grestest consideration in his efforts to fulfill
the desires of the American Board of Poreign Misgions. Evidence of his
influsnce in the estadlishment and maintenance of the Indian mission
schools was substantiated by the great number of letters lMeigs received
requesting his aid in fulfi1lling the needs of the schools.



CHAPTER VII
. CONCL¥SICN

In 1800, Return Jonathan Meigs began his career as Indian agent
for the Cherokse nation. He was sixig-cne years of age at this time and
assuming one of the most responsible positions of his 1life. Neverthe-
less, Meigs, with his alert mind and excellent physical condition, felt
oqual to the task of carrying cut any imstructions his government might
issue.

Meigs was given no instructicns to make any radical changes in
the administrative duties of the agency. But he was instructed to con=
tinue to encourage the civilliwing process of incrsasing the Inddans!
inowledge of agrioculture and pastoral pursuits. As this plan of civil-
iging the Indiens was being carried out, Meigs' problems as Indian agent
increased.

Outeide influences, in the form of white encroaciments upon Indian
lands, were becoming probleams without a permanent sclution. MNaxy times
Heigs used members of the Hiwassee unit of the United States Army to re~-
move the white intruders from the Cherokee boundaries. The acts of these
intruders forced the nsgotiation of treaties between the United States
and the Cherokee nation at a faster rate than the govermmsnt intended.

Neigs was instrumental in the succesaful negotiation of the Indian
treaties of 1805 and 1806. These treaties were the entering wedges that
gradually ate the heart out of the Charokee nation east of the Mississippi.
It is a regrettable fact that Meigs and other officials used bribery in
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obtalming these treaties when other means failed. Meigs was the most

prominent official in this nefarious method of taking Indian lands at a
mere pittance of their potentis) valus, Howaver, in using this under-
handed method of obtaining title to the Indian lands, Meigs was merely
carrying out the instructions of the Qovermment.

Colonel Meigs was influantial in keeping the Cherokees at peace
with the United States in the War of 1812. He arrangsd for the military
services of several mndred young Indians who by their valor and forti-
tude played an important part in the successful battle against the Creeks
at Horse Shos Bend. After the war clouds had passed, Meigs defanded ths
Cherokees both in their claims of spoliations on thelr property by Jack-
son's troops and for the pensions due the families of those Cherokee
soldiers who lost Sheir lives.

The dispute over territory betwoen the Cherokee and Chickasaw
nations was brought to a head by the Oovernment in 1817, Partly through
fear of losing these lands, both tribss were induced by Meigs and other
govermment officials to sell what thay thought were their holdings and
the titles were cleared to large areas.

After the treaty of 1817 providing for the oxMt of Cherckee
lands east of the Mississippi River for landa on the Arkanses River,
Meigs and his superiors superviged the removal of bundreds of Cherckees,
Neigs did everything possible to provide for the care and safety of the
emigrants on their journey te the Arkensas.

The policy of the states surrounding the Cherokee nation was one
of ruthless exploitation. In their eagerness for Indian lands the
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inhabitants of these states could hardly wait until govermmentsl machinery
could operate and give them title to the land: MNasigs understood the
Indians! desire to remain on the land and also the eagerness of the white
men to cocupy the Indians' fertile scll, His sympathy was with both races.

Another problem confronting Meigs was the isolated cases of muder
committed by both races on the frontier borders. The spirit of revenge
often overcame reason and the resulting twymoil worked against all means
of malntaining peace between the two pesplse.

About 1815, the lomg-rangs plan of the whites was to gailn every
inch of territory belonging to the Cherokees east of the Msesissippi
River. The talk of removal among state and government officials was re~
vived with fervor. Msigs, during the next five years, did everything in
his power to carry out a wholessle removal but the Cherokses becams
lubewarm toward the idea. The greater part changsd their minds and de-
clded to remain at their homes,

The Cherckes agent, lMsigs, either stood by in sllence, acted as
sponsor, or was & party in thegse acts of legal confimcation of the
Indians! property. He knew that the Cherokee nation was headed toward
pauperisa but there was nothing he could do to stem the tide, Eis feedle
efforts, as expressed in future plans for the welfare of the Cherckee
Indtans, fell on deaf ears. His officlal position made it imperative
that he carry out the directives of the War Department or surrsnder his
appaintment,

Colonel MNeigs placed great faith in the missionaries and their work
and this trust was reciprocated by them, The agant was active in making
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arrengemmnts for the education of the Indian youth, He aided the mission~-
aries in every way possible to carxry on their great work.

By his bensvolent attitude, Colonel Neigs won for himself an honored
place in the hearts of the Cherckees. The Indians, in laying their prob-
lems before Meigs, felt that he was one whose integrity they need not
question, They would go to Maigs as to a trusted friend when they needed
protection or help. He was not only one to be relied upon when troudle
threatensd, dut he desired to ald the Indians in raising their standard of
living,

The Cherolees mowned Colonel Msigs' death, which 1s believed to
have occurred the last week of January, 1823, He died at the Cherckee
agency on the Hiwasaee River at the present site of Charleston, Tenesses,t

YA111ard to Joseph Mcliinn, Pebrusry 1, 1623, Records of the Chere
okee AgONgy.
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