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13. ACTION SUMMARY :
INo.| Issue Contact | "Message!" or Action
1B ‘ Siltation n BSF Watershed Div. of Water Poll. Control | | By July 27, commeni on he Draf TMDLs

4A | Cherokee Wiidemess designations| Y our US rep. and senators leada acreage © cxisting Wildemesses in Cherokee NF!™

Jeff Hunter (jefIGsalc.0ig) | “Howelsecanl help?”

4C | Rondless Rule for National Foresty Pres. Obama “Thank you for the ‘Time Out”” Fully reinstate the 201 Rule!”

SA | New Integiucd Resource Plan | TVA (by August 14) Submitcomments. Contact us if you want TCWP's comments.

7A | Clean Water Restoration Act Both your US senators | “Please vote for S.787 to restere Clean Water Act protections! ™
US representative “Please become co-sponsor of Hoose companion bill!”

|
™ 1 Hydrofracturing fornatutal gas | Your US rep.and senators | “Support HR 2766 and S. 1215, respeciively™

84 | Climate bill (ACES) Reps. Cohen, Cooper,
Gordon, Shuler | “Thank you for voting for HR. 24541
Your U.S. senators | “Support strong Sen. bill. with EPA authority t regulate cou planis!
8D | Climatc and cnergy legislation | Repower America ‘ Volunteer for grassrous efforts
Senator John Doe ‘The Hon. John Do Pres. Barack Obama Govemor Phil Bredesen
United States Senate U.S House of Representatives  The White House State Capitol
Senate Office Building  House Office Building. Washington, DC20500 Nashville, TN 372439872
Washington, DC 20510 Washingtoit, DC 20515 2456144 Fax 4562461 615.741-2001; Fax 65-532-9711
i i hil, tn.u
Dear Senator Doc Deas Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
Smeerely yours, Sincerely yours. Respectfully yours, Respectfully yours.
Sen. Bob Corker Sea. Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zach Wamp

2-224-3344; FAX: 202-228.0566 m 2044844, FAX: 2002283398
govicontact. cfm

e-mai
Local: 865-637-4180 (FAX 637-9886) Toual 863 545.45% (J-Axsts-«esz)
480 Market St. Suite 121, Knoxville37902

X a3k
. 365-5764976
Web: www house. goviwamp

Tocallany Rop or Senato, dial Congressionsl stehbcurd, 202243121, To fnd out bout he ttus ofbils,call 202225772
URLs: and General contact info: bup/iwwidev ocg

With m:ul © Congmn still slow following e anteas scare oqnsxder rmng phoning, and other modes of eemmunication.

‘There is much contact informatioa m our up.to.dake Political Guide. Visit the TCWP web sit (hip/www.tcwp.org)

WHAT IS TCWP?
WP (Tennessee Citizens for Wil [derness ﬂamunil dedicated to :r]umn} and perpetuating lecﬁon of natural|
lands and waters by means of publ legislation, or e p first focus|

is on the Cumberland and Appalachian regions of East Tennessee, our et o may extend to the rest o( the state and
the nation, TCWP's .m.,J. lies in researching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educating ous
membership and the public, interacting with groups having similar objectives, and working through the legislative,
administrative, and judicial branches of government on the federal, state, and local levels.

nmy Groton, B65483-5799 (h)
_Sandra@sandrakgoss.com

Sﬂnd’z Goss, 865 522 -3809;
Internet:

TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37630
-De'




1. OBED AND BIG SOUTH FORK

1A. Additionel suthorized BSF land
lost to pris a
(Contributed by Cindy Kendrick)

Another fractior. of the Big South Fork Na-
tional River and Recreatios Area has been sold
‘The latest “lost” publicland is alongor near Greasy
Creek, a tributary to the New River. Auctions con-
ducted by Ayers Auction & Real Estateon May 16
(45+ acres in five tracts) and June 12 (46+ actes in
four tracts) sold privately owned land "adjoining”
and some mside the boundary authorized by Con-
gressfor the BigSouth Fork in 1974. Paradoxically,
it is Congressional action - annual diversion of
authorized LWCF money - that has prevented ac-
quisition of the lands they authorized. (See 97C,
this NL)

ficant tracts of private land within the
authorized boundanes nll BigSouth Fork NRRA
and the Obed Wild and Scenic River have not yet
been purchased andthus remain vulnersble to de-
velopment and degradation. Some tracts have al-
ready been developed, and large houses are now
perched on gorgeous bluff lines - major intrusions
imto this public domain. After they are developed,
these tracts are essentially lost to the Parks and to
the public, and their private useis likely todegrade
the quality of the adjoining public land, as wellas
of the streams and rivers that flow through them.
TC WP continues to advocate for acquisition or pro-
tective easementsfor these inholdings.

Slitation has causad

blological damege In streams

of the Big South Fork watershed

Stecams.in-the Big South Fork Cumberland

<ssn pomershed have sppeared on the stais
Section303(d) of thenational Clean Wa.

i s states to develop TMDLs (Total
Maxnmumqu-ly Loads) for waters on their “im-
paired waters” tist. TMDLs determine the allow-
able pollutant loadthatthe watercan assimilate.
impaired watersare those that do not support
desngnal:d use dassmczhm\s, and fail to attainwa-
ter-quality standards. The problem in the listed
F streams islossof bialogical integrity dueto sil-
tation associated with abandoned mining, silvicul-
ture, and channelization. The Ls (determined
by a number of data-sets, criteria, and models) es-
tablish reductions in sediment loading that will re-
sultin the re-attainment of water-quality standards
In the listed BSF waterbodies, the TMDLs require
reductions in sediment loading of 27% to 84% -.
other words, the siltation is pretty bad in these
steeams.
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cally, Bruce.Evans@tn.gov (615-532-0668) and
Sherry.Wang@tn.gov (615-532-0656). Comments
ncerming airy needed revisions to the Draft

Ls must be received by July 27 (address in
Political Guide). The state submits final TMDLs
0 EPA.

1C.Bridge construction in Obed WSR

The Federal Highway Administration (FHA)
proposesto construct two bridges, the firstover the
Obed River on Potters Ford Road (near River Mile
21) and the second over Daddys Creek at Devils
Breakfast Table. The first is within, and the second
immediately upstream fram, the Obed WSR
boundary. ~ Both are within the Catoosa Wildlife
Management Area (WMA). As proposed, each
bridge will be a concrete and steel structure, 16 feet
wide with timber bridge railings, requiting piers
for support.

The Obed River and Daddy s Creek are classi-
fied by the state as Exceptional Tennessee Waters.
Under the National Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, the
National Park Service (NPS), as river-administering
agency, must review water resources projects that
have the potential to invade or unreasonably di-
minish the values for which the park was estb-
lished  in this case, the high-quabity condition of
park waters and the park's outstandingly remark-
able scenic, recreational, geological, and fish and
wildlife values.

PS has provided extensive analy sis of the
cautions to be exerted relative to the federally en-
angered spotfin chub and to a number of rare
freshwater mussels. It has requested salvage op-
erations to refocate potentially impacted mussels at
both construction site ith Park staff to assist in
these efforts. In addition daily and weekly moni-
toring of various water parameters must be per-
formed. The US Fish & Wildlife Service has also is-
sued a Biological Opinion dictating that certain
measures be incorporated into the projectdesign.

The comment period for the state’s ARAP

permit has ended.

1D. Obed WSR llolll Owl Prowl

{Contributed by Cindy Kendrick)
The Obed Wild and Scenic River will host its
s«and “Owl Prowl” of the season on July 24, from
0 p.m. Prospective prowlers are instructed to
m\ at the Lilly Bluff Overlook parking lot to heas
about and look/ listen for screech owls and barred
owls. The Park strongly recommends bringing
fashlights and wearing sturdy shoes. Formorein-
formation, call 423-346-629+.

1E. Clasn-up dey schadulad for Obad
dopt-

Day, an annual clean-up and
event organized by climbers, will be

about the Draft TMDLs can be obmined fromthe
Division of Water Pollution Controlstaff, specifi-

iﬁm‘r YOU CAN DO: More detailed information

held at the Obed WSR on Saturday, September 12.
For more information email Rick Bost at
Rickbost@aol com.
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1F. Obed on the Internet Frozen Head's ranger-led summer_programs
The intemne ite “National Farks Traveler at encompass a wide variely of topics, including rep-
hitps/ [www.national 10, tiles and amphibians, bats, fossils, geology, night-

ark-histos -wild-and-scenic-river ,.,, 2 time ek ecology, CCC history in the
good little article by Chance Finegan about the Park, and more. Program schedules may be found
Obed WSR. Comments can be (and have been) at

posted, including one about the need for acquisi- http: ten
tion funds

rozenHead/ pdf/ programs.pdf. For more informa-
tion, contact the Park Office at 423-346-3318.

16.Former Obed Superintendent moves
Monika Mayr, Superintendent of the Obed 2C. Alllence for the Cumberiends
National Wild & Scenic River from 19941998, as- steys ective
sumed her new position as Assistant Superinten- (Contributed by Sandra Goss]
dent of the Blue Ridge Parkway on June 21. While "Woods, Wonders, and Wildlife - The Cum-
at the Obed, Monika wasvery mvolved and proac- berland  Plateau Nature Trail,” located at
tive. Among her many accomplishments was www.woodswondersandwildlifecom, features
bringing about the land acquisitions at Lilly Bluf Sites of interest on the Plateau (324, above). This
that facilitated construction of the sput read, park. projet of the Allance for the Cumberlands was
ing lot, and trait to the overlook, and that kept unded by TWRA's Watchable Wildlife program,
trucks and ORVs from driving outfothe bluff. TDECs RIP Education Fund, National Migratory
From the Obed, Monika moved to Biscayne Bird Conservation Act, and the Benwood Founda-
National Park in Florida (Assistant Superintendent, tion. Promotion of the site will be funded by a
1998-2004), and then to Vicksburg National Mili- grant from the USDA Rural Development program.
tary Park in Mississippi (Superintendent, 2004 The Board of the Alliance recently completed
2009). At Blue Ridge Pkwy, Monika will again be an exhaustiveselection process fora new Executive
closex to us, and wa hope 1o see her back sisiting Director. Zebulon Turrentine, a native of Bell
the Obed, Buckle, will assume his duties in August when he

completes his Peace Corps Service in Jamaica. The
Alliance will have an office on the Teanessee Tech
2. THE CUMBERLANDS campus. X

TCWP, which was instrumental in starting the

Alliance in 2001, fostered it for its first 3 years.

2A. New Cumberiend Pletesu web site TCWP Executive Director Sandra K. Goss is cur-
Ppromotes netural feeturea rently servingas the Secretary / Treasurer.

[Centribubed by Cindy Kendrick]
The Alliance for the Cumberlands has just
completed the Tennessee Cumberland Plateau Na-

3. OTHER TENNESSEE NEWS

ture Trail web site
utp:
appealing tourism tool packed with mlcvminun 3SA.Whet b ned In the legisieture
that locals also will apprediate (also see 92C, b lInformatien from TCY and SOCM]
low). The site lays out theee tours - Northern, Cen- The General Assembly finished ils work (the
tral, and Southern - and provides maps, directions, first year of the 2-year session) on Thursday, June
and photos related to parks, greenways, natural ar- 18. The following is excerpted from 0, short'sum-
eas, wildlife management areas, herilage sites, and maty by Tennessee Conservation Vot
other features along the routes. The Alliance credits “Unfortunately, a dangerous it quality bill
a great deal of volunteer hours, aswellas private, passed, landacquisition dedicated funds were once
stateand federal funding forcreatingthewebssite. again taken for general government use, the con-
tainer deposit legislation did rot pass, and the im-
2B. Frozen Heed:: Activities end News portantmountaintopremoval bill didnot pass. ...
(Contributed by Cindy Kendrick] . the Governor's energy initiative was ap-
Maintenance. Park Manager David Engebret- proved as part of the budget and his “Tennessee
son shared news that the old CCC spring basin at Clean Energy Future Act of 2009' legislation also
Coffin Springs has received some much-needed passed. Theadditional $6 million for specific state
work this summer, and that the Summer Youth parks renovation and upkeeppassed inthe budget.
Work Program is devoting timeand energy togen- And the selenium bill which was stopped on the
eral park matntenance, improving back-country House floor stayed in the calendarcommitee. This
trails, and tower-road maintenance Ergebretson last item is importantbecause many feared that the
also said that the Park is working lo replace the House sponsor would try to move the bill o the
decking on the bridge at Gate # 5 (at the old Tipple floor soit could be acted upon without warningat

site on Macedonia Rd) for safety reasons. the beginning of next year's session.”



i Bills related to water
Here are a few more details about the multi-
tudeof dangerouswater bilis that haunted thisses-
sion. The bill that did pass was SB.0632 (Souther-
land)/HB.1615 (McCord). 1t creates new permut-
ting standards for altering a watercourse, clarifies
definition of ‘“wet weather conveyance’ and
streams, and sets up a third-party approval desig-
nation for privately paid hydrologists making wa-
tercourse  determinations, heretofore made by
DEC. Among bad water bills that did not pass
was, (a) 5B.0633 (Southerland)/ HB.1617 (McCord),
which would have established a class of “limited
resource waters” (NL284 T1A), (b) the Water Qual-
ity Standards bill, SB.0631 (Southerland)/ HB.1616
(McCord), which would allow a great deal more
water-quality degradation, and (c) SB.1112 Over-
bey/ H 11622 (McCord), which forbids state stan-
dards for air and water uality from exceeding fed-
eral requirements. Another water bill ng to
selenium standards in water, is conleZred in rela-
tion tomining (seebelow)

i Bill related to coal mi
The "Scenie Vistas® bill SB.106 (Ketron)/
HB.0899 (Dunn), which would have prohibited sur-
face coal mining operations within 100 ft. of any
waters of the state oron any ridge line above 2,000
. elevation, was amended, then “taken off notice”
(NL284 J1C; NL285 J38).  The first of these two

p ecame inan
tion bill, the Responsible Mining Act, SB.232
(Kyle)/ HB.2300 (Turner, M.), which passed. TDEC
announced that it had developed this bill with the
agreement of industry, but conservation groups
werenot involved in the drafting. Thebill hadsev-
eral f aws (aside from not including the ridgeline
prohibition): (a) the buffer zone was measure
from the center, instead of the banks, of streams
(thus shrinking the land area protected), and (b)
several stream segments were exempted from the
prohibition, such as those that had been preciously
affected by mining and those on which “inciden-
tals” to mining (e.g., processing plants) could be lo-
cated. SOCM successtully fought the first of these
flaws, andinthe bill that as passed, the 100 ft. zone
is measured from “the ordinary high-water mark”
of any stream.

Anothermining-relatedand potentially harm-
ful bill was SB.1331 (Yager)/HB.1204 (McCord),
which would replace the state’s current water-
quality standard for selenium with a much lower
one. This potentially toxic chemical (as selenite) is
a coal-mining pollutant of streams, and thebillwas
submitted by the Tennessee Coal Association. The
bill was passedby the Senate but, thanks to theef-
fectiveeducational work ofseveral groups, it failed
in the House (where the vote was 49 : 42in favor,
but a constitutional majority wasnot achieved). [t
was sent back to the Calendar Committee, which
deferred itto the first committee calendar of 201

C. Origin of Tenn
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1ij. Budget

No money for land acquisition: dedicated
funds were once again taken for general govern-
ment use. The 529.4 billion budget signed on June
25 includes the following otheritemsof interest.
«" About $62.5 million of federal stimulus funds
are earmarked for the solar energy initiative.
This includes a U.T. Solar Institute m Knoxville
andat Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and a so-
lar farm five-megawatt power generation dem-
onstration projectat the West Tennessee indus-
trial mega-site near Brownsville (in Haywood
Coun
%6 million to the Department of Environment
and Conservation. These funds, which will
used for state park renovation and upkeep pro-
jects, were thought, at one point, to be in jeop-
ardy.

38. Appointmants and ratie ments

rmation from Sandra Goss|

. LeeBarcLL head of the Tennessee o’hce of the US
Fish and Wildlife Service, retiredin early July. Lee,
whose office is in Cookeville, has for many years
played an active role in protecting Tennessee’s en-
vironment. He has been eminently approachable
andhas generouslycontributed bu stimeand exper-
tise. Ameng his “extra” volunteer jobs is long-term
service on the Alliance for the Cumberlands’ Steer-
ing Committee
« Steve Scarborough, a design engineer and former
owner of the Dagger Canoe Co., has become chair
of the Tennessee Conservation Commnssmn, an ad-
visory body to the Tenn. Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation (TDEC). Steve is the con-
servation-owner of considerable acreage on upper
Whites Creek, where it cuts through the edge of the
Cumberland Plateau, and he lives there in a house
of passive solar design. He is a sponsor of Conser-
vation Fisheries, For several years, he published
lg}e almost-daily online Whitescreek Journal and

log.

stateparks
Of Tennessee’s present 54 state parks, 16 (in-
cluding most of the best-known ones) had their
origin in the New Deal. In East Tennessee and the
Cumberlands, these include Fall Creek Falls, Pick-
ett, Cumberland Mountain, Big Ridge, Cove Lake,
and Norris Dam State Parks. Some of the 16 New
Dealera parks (e.g, Fall Creek Falls) were setupby
the National Park Service to demonstrate to stales
how!o preserve scenicareasfor outdoor recreation.
The purpose of others (eg,, Cedars of Lebanon)
was the reclamation and rehabilitation of ruined
landscapes. Still others (e.g,, Norris Dam) werethe
products of independent New Deal projects,
such as TVA.
The buildings and other infrastructure within
the parks are the products of New Deal job pro-
grams ~ the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)



and the Works Project Adm nistration (WPA).
Their constructions are characterized by fine
craftsmanship and byarchitecturalstyles that blend
with the natural landscape. ay, we still admire
the beautiful bridge at Cumbecland Mountain SP,
the overlooks at Fall Creek Falls, and the original
shelters at Pickett.

4. THE CHEROKEE
and other NATIONAL FORESTS

4A. Wiiderness designetions needed
for the Cherokee
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information on this issue, contact Sandra at 855-
522-3809 or Sandra@sandrakgoss.com.

4C. Moratorium on roeds end timbering
In Inventoried roadiess arees

The Cherokee National Forest has -85,000
acres of inventoried roadless areas, amounting to
13.4% of the total acreage (NL.264 T4A).

Finalized at the end of the Clinton Admini-
stration, after a record number of public hearings
and 17 million comments, over 90% of which were
positive, the Roadless Rule designated a total of
58.5 million rondless acres in our national forests in
which no road building or logging would occur
(NL236 94A). Road construction (paid for by tax-

from Tim Bigelow and |
Efforts continueto develop public supporifor
legislation that will set asidesome of the most spe-
cial areas ofthe southern Cherokee National Forest
as Wilderness. Additions ore proposed forthe ex-
isting Big Frog, Little Frog, Upper Bald River, and
Slickrock/ Citico Wildernesses - a total of ~17,800
acres. Currently, ~67,000 acres (~10% of the total
Cherokee) are designated Wilderness. The June-27
workshop in Knoxville (NL285 §7B) featured 5 in-
formative and inspiring speakers, including Doug
Scott (Campaign for America’s Wilderness), na-

tionallyknown wildernessadvocate and author.
e campaign for Cherokee Wilderness is in

need of your help - see the action box below

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact your Congress-
man and both senators, as well as Rep. Duncan
(addresses on p. 2) and urge them to support legis-
lation for adding acreage to existing Wikdemeseas
in the Cherokee National Forest. To learn of other
ways in which you can help, contact Jeff Hinter,
322-7866.
For copy of an excellent article, “Economics +
Wilderness: ilderness and the Monroe
County Economy,” send a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to Tim Bigelow, 10626 Forest
Crest Road, Knoxvitle, TN 37922.

4B. Corridor K: s new ro.
through the Cherokee NF?
[Contributed by Sandra Goss|
The Coreidor K Citizens Resouree Team, a
group of stakeholders convened by Teanessee De-
partment of Transportation, continues its work
(NL284 5C). TCWP Executive Director Sandra
Goss, a member of the team, reports that the most
cecent meeting of Ihe group included efforts to re-
fine the “Pcoblems and Values” stalements and to
discuss Corridor resource data, including an Eco-
nomic Feasibility Study that was conducted about
three years agoat the request of the Southeast De-
velopment District.
Public workshops were held July 20 and 21
(before you will receive this NL) to gather input
about the proposed project. To find out the latest

p solely benefits tim ber interests and
other industrial operations, whose activities dam-
age or destroy other valuable functions of national
forests: major watershed protection, ecological in-
tegrity, wildlife corridors, outdoor recreation, etc.
Thus, laxpayers fund damage to their own forests.

Within hours of becoming president, George
Bush suspended the Roadless Rule, and during e
subsequent years, his Administration made nu-
merous attempts to weaken it. While most of these
attacks were deflected by legal actions (fewer than
8 miles ofroad were built, altogether, indesignated
areas), the Bush Administration, at the behestof the
timber industry, esta blished a policy under which
thefateof a national forest would bedecided by the
state in which the forest happened to be located.
One state, Idaho (whose national forests have 9.3
million acres of inventoried roadless areas - 16% of
the nation’s), opted for this right to road building.
(Note: [daho's governor at the time was Dirl
Kempthorne, who became Bush's second Secretary
of the Interior.)

As a presidential candidate, Barack Obama
promised to uphofd and defend the 2001 Roadless
Rule. Two months ago, the Obama administration
announced a one-year interim directive barring
Forest Supervisors (except those in Idaho) from ap-
proving any road construction projects or fim ber
sales in inventoried roadless areas. The personal
consent of Agriculture Secretary Vilsack would be
required to authorize any such project. This one-
year review period is needed toassess the situation,
Wwhichis complicated by pendinglawsuits.

We must, however, urge the President to hold
firm to the goal of returning the protections of the
Roadless Rule to all national forests. Ta stact with,
the Dept. of Justice must be instructed to stop de-
fending the flawed 2005 Bush roadless rufe in
pending court cases. Additionally, the Bush ad-
‘ministration's 2003 "temporary” exemption of the

'ongass National Forest in Alaska must be ternu-
nated; and the Rule’s protections must be restored
toallofldaho’s roadless forests.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Thank Pres. Obama (
dress p.2) for the “time out” on developments




roadlessareas. Regardinglong-tenn policy, re-
mindhim ofhis pledgeto upholdand defend the
2001 RoadlessRule.

4D.NFMA protactions return to forests

The National Forest Management Act (NFMA)
requires that key priorities in the management of
national forests must include: the protection of
healthy wildlife populations, the preservation of
clean water, and the conservation of a diverse array
of natural forests. Bush-era rules of 2005 (NL253
95) and 2008 (NL280 97E) repealed these key pro-
tections.

On June 30, the US. District Court for the
Northern Districtof California threw out this Bush
Administration rule, finding that it wasin violation
of NEPA. The ruling also re-opens the door for
much grester publc partcpation. Citizens wil
again beableto insistthat science and proper stew-
ardship do matter when it comes to managmg our
forests.

4E.Naw Chiaf for the US Forast Sarvic

o

Tom Tidwell is the new Chief of the US Forest

Service, and assessments from conservation groups

are generally favorable. Tofind out more, see 19C,
this NL

5. TVA ISSUES

SA.A naw Integratad Rasourca Plan

In the making
Fourteen years have passed since TVA p
lished an integrated Resource Plan. The 19% mp
titled “Energy Vision 2020," was a flexible “re-
source portfolio” of vatious combinations of energy
generalion, _energy efficiency, and demand-
response options. Now, the agencyis launching an

expanded update (0 apply fo he next 20 yesrs
his study will combine aspects of a tradi-
tional unmy industry integrated resource plan,”
Stales a news release, “withan evaluationof meth-
ods that TVA could implement, both alone and in
partnership with others, toimproveits stewardship
of the valley’s air, land, and water resources.” The
new IRP will consider the best options to support
the Environmental Policy adopted by the TVA
Board in 2008. The broad goals of this policy in-
volve climate-change nuitigation, air-quality im-
provement, water-resource protection and im-
provement, waste minimization, sustainable land
use, and natural resource managemnent. ~Clearly,
the devil will be in the details. The IRP comes at a
critical time, when our country needs to changeits
energy policy and do all it can to reduce Green-
house Gas emissions.
the period between July 20 and
August 6, TVA will conduct 7 sceping meetings in
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different parts of the Valley. Four of these will be
held in Tennessee, all starting 4 p.m. localtime:

Nashville, July 20 Knoxville, July 23

Chattanooga, July 21~ Memphis, August 6.
The Knoxville meeting will be held at Pellissippi
State Conununity College (College Center). For de.
tails. all meetings, visit
www.tva.g OV envi it/ rports, index:hts

TCWP plans o participate in the scoping

process and make organizational comments. To in’
volveyourselfin this project, see the action box, be-
low.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: This IRP will play an im-
portant role in TVA’s future actions, and wehope
you'll add your voice. You ean e-mail conunents
by August 14 to IRP@tva.gov and or leave them
onthe above website. If you'd like toreceivea
summary of TCWP's scoping comments in timeto
craft some of yout own, send an e-mail to

sandra@sandrakgoss.com .

Coal ash disposal

Representatives of TVA (Neil Carriker) and
EPA (Leo Francendese) spoke at TCWP's well at-
tended meeting on June 1¢, providinga great deal
of information on the nature and aftermath of the
December-2008 Kingston Power Plant disaster. In
mid-May, EPA formally assumed oversight of the
clean-up operation. Current safety & health meas-
ures include stabilizing the site (to prevent further
movement of ash), getting the ashoutof the rivers
(where it is smothering aquatic life), and minimiz-
ing airborne dust (e.g., by keeping it wet on land).
The greatest health issue comes from heavy metals,
primarily arsenic; others are present below EPA
(Region 4) remedial action levels, and radiation
levels are negligible.

Choosing a permanent storage site for the 5.4
millien cubic yards of coal ash that were released
has become a hot topic. Some people actually want
asite in their backyard. Most vocal among these
are the owners of a partially abandoned coal mine
on Smith Mountain in Eastern Cumberland County
(in the Obed watershed, see NL28 §2A). Accord-
ingto the SOCM Sentinet, a 100 ft-high mountain of
coalashwouldriseon a 300-acresite. Smith Moun-
tain Solutions LLC, one of whose owners is vice
president of the National Road Builders Associa-
tion, offered the counly a host feeof about $8 mil-
lion, promised 100 jobs (mainly trucking), and
brought a huge number of truckers to a public
meetingheldin Crossville on June 2. Althoughthe
vast majority of thosewho spokeal the meeting (45
out of 50) strongly opposed the Smth Mountain
site, and more than 2000 people signed a petition
opposing it, the Cumberland County Commission
voted for it 11 : 5 on June 15.

TVA has proposed a landfill in Perry County,
Alabama, as recipient for 3 m Ilion cubic yards of
the Kingston sludge that ended up in the Emory
River. Removal from the river is considered a pri-



ority, especia(}y since heavy rains cause down-
stream flows of the suffocating sludge. Following a
test run in May, the sludge will be transporied to
Alabama by rail. Removal of the ash from land (is
this where the remaining 2.4 miliion cubic yards
are located?) is not considered as time-critical, and
well have to be watchial that disposal sites that
present environmental or human risks are elimi-
oated from consideration. A il recenty passed by
he ennessee  legislature,

(Berchett) 1IB1625 (McCosa, prohibits Toic
from issuingany permitfor the disposal of coalash
without plansfor alinerand finalcap.

ston disater has drawn uational al-
tention to the problems of ash generated by coal-
fired power plants. An EPA survey has turned up
44 "high hazard" sites across the counlty. These are
just a subset ofanestimated 300 coal-ashsites (both
wet and dry) nationwide. DOE data indicate that,
in 2005, 721 power plants produced 95.8 mil
tons of coal ash. Yet, there are no federal regula-
tions or standards that govern its storage or dis-

osal.

Stimulus $$ bring needed Improvements
The A

merican Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA), the “stimulus bill- included more
than $900 million to_restore crumbling national
park infrastructure. Of this total, $64 mi n went
to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The
money comes in three phases, beginning this fall.
Funds have to be spent or obligated by 9/30/ 10.
An estimate 1,500 jobs are being created in the
Smokies.

The biggest chunk of the money, $34 million
(=53%) will go for a 1,200 ft. extension (including a
800 ft.-long bridge) of the Foothills Parkway west-
ward from its intersection with US. 321 in Wears
Valley. The next biggest, 525 million (=39%) will be
usedfor repavingand rehabilitation of several road
segments and parking stess in four locations, n-
cluding the Cosby campgrounds

Additional projects include:
Repair of eroded horse trails (22 miles in TN, 104
miles in NC)
Restoration of historic cemeteries (61 in NC)

78.
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was to keep all of the nation’s waters free of de-
struction, pollution, and degradation, and great
progress toward this goal was indeed made for
about 35 years. Since 2006, however, two Supreme
Court decisions (Rapanos and SWANCC - 4 : 4
opinions, i.e., withno majority) have leftprotection
formany water bodies indoubL.

The Clean Water Restoration Act (CWRA),
moving through Congtess, would eliminate this
doubt and make it abundantly clear that the 1972
CWA's protections apply to all waters of the US, in-
cluding seasonal or inlermittent streams (60% of
streams, nationwide) and “isolated” wetlands (20
million acres). [Does this sound familiar? We've
had concerted attacks on such waters in the Ten-
nessee legislature - see, e.g., {3Ai, this NL. Over
half ofour state’s streams are currently considered
“non-navigable.”]

n June 18, the Senate Environment & Public
Works Committee, passed a compromise version of
$.787 by a vote of 12 : 7, and the bill nowmovesto
the Senate floor. Many of the major provisions of
the bill, originally iniroduced by Sen. Feingold (D-
WI, remain in the compromise version, the most

r:ant of these being to strike the words “navi-
gable waters” and te ceplace it with “Waters of the
United States.” Some weakening compromises in-
clude the exemption of prior converted cropland
and waste treatment systems.

bill needs to be taken up by the
Transpontation and Infrastructure Committee, of
which Tennessee Congressmen Cohen (D-9) and
Duncan (R-2) are members.  Tennessee Reps.
Cohen. Cooper (D-5), and Gordon (D-6) were co-
sponsors of a 2007 version of CWRA.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge your senators (ad-
dress on p.2) 1o vote for the Clean Water Restol
tion Act, which would once again protectall wa-
ters of the US against pollution. Water in even
small streams ends up in the biggerones we even-
tuallydeink,

district of Coo-

per, Gordon, or Cohen thark them for co-
sponsoring the House bill. 1f you live in any other
Tennessee district, urge your representative to be-
come a cosponsor.

now better

p public restrooms in
and piauc areas

Maintenanceon various park buildings
Expansionof handicap access throughout.

7

A.

7. NATIONAL NEWS

Clean Wator Restoration Act (8.787)
moves closer to passage

The jurisdiction of the 1972 Clean Water Act
needs to be restored. The objective of the CWA

regulated, but not banned

On June 11, three federal agencies announeed
an Interagency Action Plan (IAP) “to significantly
reducethe harmful environmental consequencesof
Appalachian surfacecoal mining operations, while
ensuring that future mimni remains consistent
with federal law.” The IAP has both a short-term
and a longer-term focus. Forthe short term, itan-
nounces a set of “actions to be implemented in
2009.% The longer-term process will consist of
gathering public input, assessing the effectiveness




of current policy, and developing regulatory ac-

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU),
which formalizes the IAP is signed by the heads of
the following three agencies: the Enviconmental
Protection Agency (EPA), The Corps of Engineers
(COE, which issues mining-related Clean Water Act
Sec404 permits), and the Dept. of the Interior,
within which the Office ofSurlacE Mini'ng,OSM, is
located. Eachof the agencies agreed totakesignifi-
cantsteps, some starting 30 days from the date of
theMOU. An interagency working group is being
set upto coordinate the signatory groupsand tobe
in consultation with CEQ (Council on Environ-
mental Quzllly) regarding NEPA conceems.

tiops are the follow-

in
"EoE proposes todiscontinue theuse of “Nation-
wide” Permit-21 for authorizing thedischarge of
hll ‘material into streams for surface coal mining
s in the Appalachian region. In other
words, therel o longer be an automatic
authorization of §404 permits. Instead, applica-
tions will be reviewed by CoE and EPA on a case-
by-case basis. (CoE will solicit comments on its
proposal to discontinue use of the Nationwide
Permit.)
Theeironmental ceviewof surface col mining
projects under §404 will be strengthened.
EPA will strengthen oversight and review of sur
face minu ng operations under Clean Water Act
and will assist the States to strengthen state
regulation, enforcement, and pernitting under
CWAS401.
Concerning the Stream Buffer Zone (S8Z) Rule.
On April 27, Sec. Salazar reque ted thatthe Bush
2008 (“midnight”) rule, which essentially permit-
ted the filling of streams, be vacated (NL285
'IBA) If the court agrees to vacate theBush rule,
be a return to the 1983 SBZ mle whnch
the dumping of m ni
in 100 feet of, streams,
guidelines on applyingthisrule.

Considered among longer-term actions are re-
gilows 1o certn vegulatons promulgaied undec
SMCRA (the 1977 surface-muming law). These in-
clude the Stream Buffer Zone Rule and Approxi-
mate Original Contour requirements. In addition
1o the several specific actions enumerated in the
MOU is a general commitment that “the Federal
government willhelp diversify and strengthen the
Appalachian regional economy,” and will “work to
focus clean energy investments and create green
jobs in Appalachia.

While the tighterung of regulations will de-
crease some of the horrors, many people are won-
deringwhy mountaintop-removal coal mining isn't
banned altogether. It is true that coal currently
generates about halfthe electric power used in the
USA; but less than 5% of that coal denves from
mountaintop-removal procedures.

waste and
O will isue
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And the industiy has a nerve. While many of
us are tejoicing that rules are finally getting tight-
ened a little, the National Mining Association has
written a lefter to Congress urging that rules for
surface-mining permits in Appalachia (and e pe-
ciallyCWA §404permits) be aased!

T7C. FY201
Ise Incre;

ppropriations bills p
'or land acquisition
[Contributed by Cindy Kendr.ck]

The Land and Water Conservation Fund
(LWCF), thesource of which is partof the revenue
from offshore oil leases, was designed to support
land acquisition needs. However, this Fund has
historically been woefully under-utilized, and es-
peaally 50 in the past several years. Although the
is authorized for $900 million annually, the
amnun!s requested by the administration and ap-
propriated by Congress have typically been not
much more than 10% of this, with the remainder of
the authorized money being diverted to general
deficit reduction.

FY2010 House and Senate appropriations bills
(see Table 1) indicate that the final conference re-
port (ie, the reconciliation between House and
Senate amounts) will probably yield LWCF fund-
ing increases over FY200 in federal land acquisi-
tion, assistance to states, and the Forest Legacy

program (Table2).
Table 1._Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Agency” | FY2009 | FY2010 | FY2010 | FY 2010
enacted | Budget | House | Senate
BIM 377 7A45 | 26,509 | 28650
WS 2,455 | 65,000 | 67,250 | 82,790
NPS 5190 | 68,000 | 73022 | 83,586
USFS | 49.775 | 28,684 | 36782 | 67,781
[Sublorl, | 12,1 186,713 | 203,783 | 262,810
federal
300600 | 3 35,000
susistance
janagement; FW5=US Fish & Wi

©
Service: NP3-Nattondl Pak Servic; USFSLUS Forek St
While neitlier the House nor Senate committee
report designates land-acquisition funds for the
Obed or Big South Fork, some of the LWCF funds
have been marked for inholdings and/or emergen-
cies
rmpr\llmns for the Forest Legacy Program
(see Table 2) must be matched by state and/or pri-
vate funds. This money is typically used for acqui-
sition of easements on forested lands. The me|11
nism can prevent developments while, in some
cases, pernuitting sustainable timber harvest. The
program somelimes attempts to buy land adjacent
toexisting national parks. Although the budget by
the Obama Admnistration requested a very con-
siderable boost over the current year's appropria-
tion, it appears that the final amount that emerges



Table 2. Forest

from the conference committee may yield little, if
any, increase

FYzom
enacted

FY :mu T
Bnd et

FY 2010

T FY 2010
House

Senate

FLP

TD. Federal regulations needed

for hydreulic frecturing
In the drliling for neturel gas

Hydraulic fracturing (or hydrofracturing, or
frackimg), a technique used since 1949 to increase
theyieldfrom natural-gas wells, involves shooting
a fAuid-sand mixture under highpressureinto rock
formations where oil or gas s trapped. The fhud is
often all water, but it can contam chemucal addi-
tives, some of which canbe toxic agenls or carcino-
gens. The pressure creles small fissures in the
rock, and the sand holds the fissures open, allow-
ingthegasto escapeand move up thewell, As the
hyrofracturing material comes back up to the sur-
face (sometimes under pressure), a large area near
the well is needed to store it. [n addition to this
sul(ace disturbance, there s a major underground

that thir material could leak into aquifers and
Contaminale drinking-water supplies.

As the result of a provision slipped into the
highly-controversial Energy Policy Act of 2005 at
the request of Halliburton, Exxon and a few other
corporatiens, the oil and [ industry (unlike other
industries) was exempted frem having 1o somply
witheritical provisions of the Safe Drinking Water
Act—a Jaw that prolects underground sources of
drinking water for millions of Americans. EPA
lacks the authority to investigate instanses of con-
tamination and cannot regulate this controversial
practice.

On June 4, the House Natural Resource Sub-
committee held hearings into the need for federal
regulations on hydraulic fracturing. The industry
(through Energy in Depth, a coalition of the na-
tion’s pmdums) had launched a preemptive strike,
spreading the word that the individual states are
capable of overseeing the technology and that fed-
eral reg ulations would be very costly. (Note: many
states lack the resources for adequate enforcement,
and some state agencies are under the thumb of the
oil& gas industry.)

Legislation to close the “Halliburton Loop-
hole” has recently been introduced in both the
House andthe Senate. HR2766, introduced byDi-
ana DeGette (D-CO), Maurice Hinchey (D-NY), and
Jared Polis (D-CO); and §. 1215 introduced by Bob
Casey (D-PA) and Chuck Schumer (DN Y) would
regulate hydraulic fracturing under theSafe Drink-
ingWaterAct,

WHATYOUCAN DO: In viewofthe wide-
speead and growing development of natural- g3
drilling on the Cumberland Plateay, this is an

sueclose tohome. Recallthat fracking wl:iobe
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used for gas drilling on the U.T. property (NL285

91). Please urge your Congressman and Senalors

1o co-sponsor HR 2766 and 5.1215, respectively, to
ofour p

ter.

Guns In Perks: on agaln, off again --
but now permitted

OFF: A regulationin effect since 1983 (Reagan
Administration)required guns in national parks to
be unloaded andput away.

One of the Bush Administration’s mid-
night rules allowed individuals to carry loaded,
concealed guns into the parks, putting park re-
sources, wildlife, andpark visitors at risl

OFF: In response toa lawsuit fled bya num-
berof conservation groups and NPS retirees, a US.
District Court judge on March 19 issued a tempo.
rary injunctiou that suspended the Bush concealed
firearms resuhnon (www.anpr.org/legal.htm).
(NLZBSql

An amendment to the sure-to-pass
Credi Card bl emaced neas the end o May allows
loaded rifles, sholguns, and semi-automatic fire-
arms tobe carried in national parks. A win for the
gun lobby.

CLIMATE CHANOE

House bill mek good stert,
but much help le needed

On June 26, the House of Representatives
passed HR. 2454, the Amerian Clean Energy and
Security Act (ACES). Despite its numerous and
significant weaknesses (see ii., below), the bill has
the fundamental structure needed to significantly
reduce carbon pollution while growing the econ-
omy, and its passage (under the experl&uldante of
Representatives Waxman (D-CA) and Markey (D-

A and with the support of Speaker Pelosi) was a
monumental achievenent. Republicans had vowed
to slow the markup for months, and only one Re-
publican committee member (Mary Bono Mack,
CA)voted forit.

On the House floor, the bill passed by only a
narrow margin, 219 : 212. The problem was not
only with Republicans but with a large number of
Democrats -- Blue Dog and/or from coal and oil
states It was significant, however, that the 219
“aye” votes included 24 from Southeastern sta tes --
Tennessee’s Cohen, Cooper, and Gordon, and
North Carolina’s Shuler among them. You must be
sure to thank them (see action box).

An example of the Republican “take” on the
bill is seen in a response to a letter we sent men-
tioning the industry- rmndly features of the bill.
Rep. ZachWamp respon: . a national energy
tax [tus hot-button wnrd\ is the last thing strug-
gling businesses and families need. The Peesident




himself admitted that cap-and-trade regulations
will cause electricity rates to ‘skyrocket,’ and some
estimates suggest millions of Americans will lose
theie jobs, further weakening the econom:
sweeping ax and regulatoy scheme is the wrong
approa

"The Environmental Defense Fund has summa-
sized some of the major policies HR. 2454 nsttutes
article. X
Here area few: HR. 2454,
Sels a declining capon greenhouse gas emissions
2178 belous 2005 Jevels by 2020, advancing to
83% by

it kved cap-and-trade program o spur in-
in clean energy technologies and new
manufacturing jobs.

Promotes cleanener gyby requiring that, by2020,
20% of electricity comes from renewable sources
andenergy efficiency.

works.
‘Companies covered under the billwill need to
have a parmit - ealled an “allowance- - 1 emit
reenhouse gases. Every year, the number of al-
lowances {or the covered sectors will shrink Gee
“cap," above). Companies can trade allowances
with each other, so whoever can reduce emissions
cheaply can profit by selling their excess al-
lowances. (ideally, this raises the costof dirtierfu-
els while steering investmens (o cleaner ones.)
~Cap and trade” is a proven tool: in the 1990s, the
US: acid rain cap-and-teade program dramaically
cut sulfur dioxde pollution at 30% of the projected
cost.

?
Over 30% of the value o
g0 to households: 15% directly in the form
credits and other payments; 1.5% for home heating
oil use; and roughly 15% indirectly through bene-
fits that utilities are reqmred b pass m b end-

ers.
About 15% of the allowances will, in the early
ears, be given away for free to U.S. industries -
ike steel cement and glass ~ that use large
amounts of ener exposed to imports
lmmcmmllies thatdon'tyet have carbon caps.

Roughly 5%of the allowances will be used to
secure additional emissions cuts from reduced de-
farestation, including preserv ation of trp cal rain-
forests. (Deforestation accou nts for cnef'fth of the
world’s greenhouse gases.)

About 1%, and gradually increasing to 4% in
2027, will go to safeguarding natural resources.
The Wilderness Society and other groups had
asked for a higher percentage, but there was too
much competition.

The remainder is di
ofother recipients.

ded among a multitude
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Weakns il
The framers of the legislation had to give up
numerousfeatures togivethebilla chance ofpass-
ing. Among objectives that were weakened from
earlier drafts:
* Requitements for renewable energy were

Targﬂs for CO, Saissions wiee reduxed

d 10 the tune of
560 vilion (by crealmg ncentives for carboncap-
tureand storage);

'A was removed from oversight of carbon off-

sts thalrelateto farming

Worst of all is a loophole that exempts coal-
buming utilities from changing their ways for at
least 15 y ears (ie, EPA is prohibited from using
the Clean Air Act to regulate CO,emissions from
coal plants). This means that the nation" shiggesl
single contributor o greenhouse gas

Cant ke on polluting - and expareing. evenas
other industries are forced to clamp down. Not
only the existing, dirtiestcoal plants, but 43 new
ones planned or being built in the next five years
would escape the bill's perfarmance standards.
‘The upshot is that dirty coal plants would supy
nearly half of our electricity through at leas t 2025,
and ‘we would be certain to miss the CO,-
reductiontargets thatare essential forsaving our
Planet.

Becauseof these compromises/weaknesses, a
few environmen tal groups ave refused to support
HR2454. Howev er, the billincl udes key provisions
ensuring that the poll:les can be strengthened in
the future in response to emerging climate sclence.

ght now, the prospects are very uncertain,
and for his reacon it 5 gpod news. that no Senaté
bill will be worked on until fall, at the earliest, pro-
viding some time for acquainting law makers with
real facts to counter theindustry propaganda. On
top of everything else, the huge loophole in the
House billmustbe eliminate

Al the time of the budget resolution in April,
as many as 26 Democratic Senators (mostly from
woalstaies andthe rust belt) voted withali Republi-
cans to kill the chance that measures to regulate
carbon emissions would be considered under rules
where 51 votes are sufficient for passage. The Sen-
ate ctimate bill will therefore almost certanly re-
qQuie 60 vtes 1o pass. [ncreasingly, the coal, oil,
utility, and auto industries (as well as Sarah Palin,
the no-lenger governor of Alaska) are mounting a
heavily funded publicity campaign (35 million just
in the first quarter of 2009) to make Americans wor-
ried about adopting carbon caps and a cap-and-
trade strategy - concepts that aren’t very clear to
mostpeopleand thattheadsdo their bestto distort
and misrepresent.

Tennessee'sSen.Corker recently wrote the fol-
lowing toone of his constituents: “... the Waxman-
Markey climate bill appears to be even more prob-




{1) Thank Congressmen Cohen Gordon, and
Shuler (address, p 2D oFvotingfor HR 2451,

lematic than the climate bill considered in the Sen-
ate last spring. | don't know ofmany special inter-
ests that don't receive a pay-off in this iegislation,
and ifit comes to the Senate floor in this form, I}
vote againstit.”

Many of the bill's weakened provisions were
added to placaie coal-state politicians.  If, despite
these compromises, Congress fails to enact a bill to
control carbon pollution this year, i’ stil possible,
for the President, to take action on global warming.
He could use hy'sexecutive power thcough the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to reign in Green-
house Gas Em'issions.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO:

(2) Urge your senators (address, p.2) to supporta
strong bill that sets i S iocseatis caps on
carbon emissions, that creates millions of jobs, and that

|The EPA must have the authority to ensure that CO,
reductions are actually achieved . In particular, wecan-
ot afford toallow theolddirtycoal plants, most re-
sponsible for creating the climate crisis in the first

place, to continue business as usual.
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produced by human activity in the last 200 years
has been absorbed in the eceans. Marine life that
depends on calcium carbonale is particularly hard
hit. Moreover, ocean acidification isirreversibleon
atimescaleof thousands ofyears. The only way to
mitigate ocean acidification isto reduce COsin’the
atmosphere. The InterAcademy Panel's statement
calls on negotiators at upcoming UN. climate-
change talks to recognize the threatof ocean acidi-
fication and to mmiite it by reducing CO, emis-
sions by at least 502 of 1990 levels by 2050, with
furtherreductions thereafter.
®njune 11,ina ]olnl statement, thescience acade-
mies of theG8 countries, plus Brazil, China, India,
Mexico, andSouth Alu called on their leaders to
“seize all opportunities” fo address global climate
change that “is havptmv\g even fager than previ-
uuslg‘ estimated.” The signe

ational Academy of Eiences Dresident Ralph
J. Cicerone, urged nations at the upcoming Copen-
hagen climate talks to adopt goals aimed at reduc-
ing global emissions by 50% by 2050. (Sadly, pro-
gress at the recent G8+5 meeting in Maly was less
than hoped for)

rs, wheh include the

8C.
* On June 1, the InterAcademy Panel, a network of

Vahicle floot 40% claaner by 2016
[Informationfrom NY 2imes 0f5/20/09)

The new national standard announced May 19
will create a car and lighi-truck fleet that is almost
40% clean er and more fuel-efficient by 2016 than it
is today. By then, the fleet-mileage average must
be 355 mpe; presently it s slighly above 25 mpg.
Califorma (with 13 other states and B.C. following
suit) hasfor7 yearssought to impose similar vehi-
cle-emyssion standards, but the state’s application
for 3 waiver from the much s stingent federal
rules was refused bytheBush Administral

"The new rules have been welcomed not only
by those concemed about fhhal warning o about
dependence on fo reign oil, but (surprsingly) also

the automobile |ndnstr{ ‘The industry, in its
current financial crisis, welcomes the certainty of
having a single national standard. The president of
theAlliance of Auto Manufacturers said the ndus-
tycould meet thenew mileage targewusing exist-
ing techutology and improvements in future mod-
els.

A 2007 law required a 40% improvement in
mileage for autos and light trucks by 2020. The
Bush Administration, however, never wrote any
regulations to enforce this law. Now we have
them.

Evar mora warnings from sclantists

the world's science academies, issued a statement
warning that ocean acidification caused by carbon
dioxide (CO,) emissions will have a profound im-
pact on marine ecosystems. A quarter of the CO;

*

. seeks
Statement by Drew Staniewski, Repower America:

“Repower America is a non-partisan project of
the Alliance for Climate Protection™ on the ground
in Tennessee to educate the public about the need
for comprehensive dimate and energy legislation
much like the American Clean Energy and Security
Act currently moving through Congress. This is
the firstcomprehensive billthataddresses a hostof
climate and energy issues such as mandates for
carbon control, energy :{[lclency, and renewable
energy (see 164, this

ir work to educak and increase awareness.
is being done through grassroots efforts and we
need y our llrlg in order to make ithappen. We are
Jooking for veunieers (o hetp cal and canvass vot.
ers about legislation, writing letters to the editor,
assisting with town halls and media events, and
submitting opinion editorials.

“Repower America s also running national
cable ads in support of our ground campaign and
we will be holding organizational meetings across
the state in July 2nd August, including the Chatta-
nooga, Knoville, and the T ricities areas.

“liyou are interested in gettinginvolved with

Drew Staniewski at
jewski@cl rotect.org o visit

<] N i ",

“The opportunity to enact comprehensive cli-

mate legislation is finally here so come join us as

we work 10 repower America and repower Tennes-

see.

*Chairman of the Board: Former Viee President
Core.



SE. Just a thought

{From IN BRIEF, Earth)ustice, Spting]

As green energy developments (solar, wind)
increase, pressure willbuild to site them onpublic
lands, along with their attendant infrasteucture of
transmission lines. When these projects are pro-
posed for inappropriatelocations, they'il have tobe

conservationists, just like poorly-sited
fossil-fuel developments.

9B. Update on NP

9. APPOINTMENTS TO FEDERAL
AGENCIES WITH JURISDICTION
OVER PARKS & FORESTS

Nomination to USDP's No.2 spot
Is blocked

In mid-May, Senate Republicans blocked con-
firmation of David Hayes 1o be Deputy Secre tary of
the Interior (No. 2 to Secretary Salazar). Hayes is
currently Chairman of the Board of American Riv-
ers, and a Senior Felow at the World Wildlife
Fund. The 57 : 39 vote for Hayes fell threeshort of
the 60 needed to invoke cloture. The Republican
campaign against Hayes was led by Senators
Bennett (R-UT) and Murkowski (R -AK), partly in
retaliation against Sec. Salazar's halting oil | eases
near national parks in Utah. The Majontty Le ader
plans to bring the confir nation up for reconsidera-
tion.

Director

When we reported on Jon Jarvis, the pre-
sumed new Director of the National Park Service
(NL285 110A), he hadnoteven been nominated, let
alone confirmed. A few days ago, Pres. Obama
did, in fact, announce his intention to nominate
Jarvis, This gives us an excuse forreporting infor-
that inour

According to the NY Times (7/14/09), he

“spoke out fearlessly against the Bush administra-
tion's alarming effort to promote commercial and
recreationalactivities in the parks atthe expense of
conservation — historically the service's central
mission.” Earlier(NL285 §10A), we mentioned his
advocacy for the Parks' involvement in_climate
change issues. In his present capacity of Regional
Direclor for NPS's Pacific West region, Mr. Jarvis
has required the 54 National Park System units in
his junsdiction to become carbon neutral by the
time of the NPS centennial n his new ca-
pacity of NPS director, i op ed he will sxtend
that commitment to il of this country’s national
parks.

The NY Tines also hopes for asign that the
parks will be managed by the best guidance of sci-
ence, rather than by the derrands of politicians and
industcy. A positive indicator would be his tack-

usein
National Park, which has increased und
sent superintendent. Every major scien!

the pre-
ic study

9C. Chlef of the US Forest
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hasindicated thatsteering visitors tosnow coaches,
would be considerably better for the air and for
Yellowstone’s wildkife

On June 17, Ageiculture
announced that Tom Tidwell was his choice to
secve as the new Chief oftheUS Forest Service, re-
placing Gail Kimbell, the most recent Bush ap-
pointeein that
USFS fo 32 years in eight different national forests,
across three regions. He has worked at all levels of
the agency in a varie y of positions, including
trict Ranger, ForestSupervisor, and Legislative Af-
fairs Specialist in the Washington Office. Most re-
cently, he has been Regional Forcster, supervising
national forests through northern daho, Montana,
and the Dakotas

Assessments from conservation groups (such
as The Wilderness Society and Trout Unlimited) are
generally favorable. He is described as “a
supporter of protecting wild lands, including
roadless areas in remote forests,” and as having
proved “his conservation mettle time and time
again during his distinguished, 30-plus-year ca-
reer”

In recent interviews, Tidwell has said that
some major new directions for forest man agement
will be climate change and watershed heal th. (One
of the reasons many of our national forest lands
were reserved in Ihe first place was to maintain
healthy watersheds.) The USFS has been accumu-
lating extensive data on how climate change is af-
fecting the natural landscape. One objective is to
change fores\ management so as to enable these
natural systems to adapt to various climate change
stressors,

oD. Hl'h-l. sl USDA positions

TheUS Forest Service isin theDepartmentof
Agriculture (USDA), but its chief reports to the
Underseccetary, instead of directly 10 the Secretary
of Agcicullure, Tom Vilsack. Ouring the Bush
years, the Undersecretary position was held by

ark Rey, a former timber industry lobbyist, who
was_ responsible for many of the USFS's anti-
environmental positions and actions that character-
ized the past administr tion.

The ma Admi_isteation nominee for Un-
dersecretary, HomerWitkes,backedoutin mid-
June,leaving DeputyUndersecretaryjayJensen
(NL285 $10C) as acting Undersecretary. For the
newchiefofthe USFS, see §9C,above.

40A. DOE b,

10. OAK RIDOE RESERVATION

incing bensfits of BORCE
s to Watts Bar
[Contributed bySandraGoss|
DOE has released the Ock Ridge Reseruation
Natural Resource Dumiage Assessment: - Evaluation of

with




ContamivantRelgd Loses in Wats B Resevaiand

Srom the Black Cuk Ridge Conseraation Ease-
mcnk Firal Draft Report, dated March 25, 2009
From the Executive Summary: “A comparison be-
tween the ecological and human use services lost
due to . . . contamination, and the corresponding
services provided by the (Black Oak Ridge) ease-
mentindicates that the . .. services provided under
the Easement are sufficientto compensatefor dam-
ages...”

In other words, the Black Oak Ridge Conser-
vation Easement (BORCE) is deemed adequate rec-
ompense to Tennesseans for the toxic elements
BOE and its predecessor agencies dumped into
Watts Bar Reservoir. Note that the Assessment ad-
dresses only Watts Bar Reservoir, and not the
Clinch River.

This decision is the result ofyears of workby
and among the Trustees to conduct a natural re-
source damage assessment, as prescribed by CER-
CLA (the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act). A similar proc-
esswas undertaken fortheOil Well Explosion and
Fire onClear Creek several yearsago. The Trustees
in the present situation are theState of Tennessee,
TVA, US Fish and Wildiife Service, and DOE,
which isthe responsible party.

Industrial - Econorucs, Inc, the Cambridge,
Massachusets-based company that prepared the
report, worked to quantify four elements: ecologi-
alservice and human-use-ervic losses in Walts
Bar Reservoir and the i
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July 23is the date for the public meeting on
this topic, at the DOE Information Center, 475 Oak
Ridge Turnpike. The comment deadline is August
21. For more information about TCWP's com-
ments, contact drakgoss.com or 865-
522-3809.

10B. Sclence camp on the O,

[Contributedby VirgniaDale]

During the third week of July, the Oak Ridge
Science Camp will be piloted. The camp is being
designed to address the problems ofan insufficient
number of US. students, particularly minority stu-
dents, majoring inscience, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) m colege, and the per-
ceiveddisconnect between scienceand socrety.

During thecamp, middle-school kids from 13
Appalachiian states will explore the carbon foot-
print of solar energy, wind energy, and biocnergy.
They will also take part in a mark: recapture study
of box turtles on the Oak Ridge Reservation and
will discuss how climate change and global warm-
ing affects the ecosystems inhabited Ey these tur-
tles,

Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU)
will take the lead in developing and implementing
the pilot camp in coordination with Onk Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory (ORNL). This approach builds
from ORAU's expertise in establishing programs in
science education and & consistent with ORNL'S
leadershipin science andtechnology.

o clements undr the black Oak Ridge Consorva:
tion Easement.

On the ecolegical-loss side, using a quantifica-
tion approach and addressing the impacts of PCBs
and mercury, thereport analyzessoil, fish, piscivi
rous birds, piscivorous mammals, and aquatichabi-
tat loss. On the human-loss side, the report ad-
dresses recreational and commercial fishing oppor-
tunities.

n the gain side (BORCE), the report quanti-
fies habitat typesand worksoutan equivalencer:
tio a5 well a3 providing a ‘benetts Wansfer:
methodology forhuman-usegains. DOE will fund
TWRA $20,500 annually for management of the
area under the Easement, and $16,000 annually in
mamtenanceand operafionsservices.

n the minds of many people, there are con-
cerns that the loss side has been undervalued and
the gain side overvalued. For both reasons, more
compensation should be provided to balance the
scale. Added to the loss should be the fact that
Watts Bar has become “poison” in the minds of
nearby communities. Thus, Crossville, whichhas a
water-supply problem, has totally rejected the solu-
tion of piping water from Watts Bar. Subtracted
from the gains should be the hold and influence
that DOE retains on the property through liberal
terms of possible easement revocation and the re-

11. TCWP NEWS

11A. Annuel Meeting to feeture

BSF and Obed
(Contributedby SandraGess]

Save the date: Saturday, October 17. Our fea-
tured speaker will be Stennis Young, the new Su-
perintendent of the BigSouth Fork River and Rec-
reation Area. Atlendees will alsohave a chance to
meet the new Obed Unit Manager who, at press
time, had not been selected.

After lunch, there’ll bea choice of hikes in the
BSFNRRA - one easy and one moderate. We'll

rovide more information about this event, includ-
ing meeting location inthe Park, inour September
Newsletter and ina specialmailing.

11B. Otherupcoming activities

[Contributedby Carol Grametbauer]

Program by Pat Parr, ORNL Natural Resources
Manager = Thursday, Jul

The 35,000 actes of farmlands and forest ac-
quired by the federal government in 1942 for the
Manhattan Project have evolved overdecades into
habitat for diverse and, in some cases, locally un-
common planl and animal species. In'a TOWP in-
m on Juy 30, Oak Ridge Na-

tention ofcer

tional Laboratory Natural Resources Manager Pat



Dreyer Pare will speak about some of the special
natural resources of the Department of Energy's
OakRidge Reservation, what's being done to man-
age them, and why the community should be
proud of them. The even t will begin at 7 pm. in
Room 102 of the First Presbyterian Church, 1051
OaknRidge Turnpike

In addition to her work at ORNL, Pat has been
involved formanyyearswith the TennesseeExotic
Pest Plant Council, the SouthernAppalachianMan
and Biosphere Cooperative, and the Association of
Southeastern Biologists. Sheis alsoa member of
theboard of directors of Discover Life in America,
which sponsors the All Taxa Biological Survey in
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and at
othersites.

TCWP/Tennessee Native Plant_Society Whites

Creek outing -~ Saturday, August 22

Join us lorlhlsTCWPITNPS exploration of

Whites Creek in Roane and Rhea counties. We will

seered starvine (Schisandva glabra) and a highly chi-
whichisso far

There willalsobe many interestingcobblebar spe-

ces. In addition to plant viewing,there will be op-

portunities to coel off (wade or swim) in the creek.

willbe about 3.5miles,includ

abou 1 mile off-trail.

TocarpoolfromOak Ridge,meetthe groupin
the parking lotof theNOAA building ons. lllinois
Avenue todepartat9:15 am. Thefullgroupwill
meet at 10 a.m. Eastern time at the Harriman exit
(#347) of 1-40, inthe Shoney’s parkingarea. Par-
ticipants should bring lunch andwater, andwear
sturdy shoes.

Elk viewing - Saturday, September

We will make a tripto the el Eik View-
ingStand inthe RoyalBlueUnitof theNorth Cum-
berland WMA (Campbell County). T his s the rut-
ting season for the elk that were succe ssiully into-
duced afewyears ago, andit’s likely we'll see more
thanoneel

Participants can caravan or carpool from the
Tractor Supply parking lot (465 Oak Ridge Turn-
pike). We'll meetthere at 3:15and plan to be back
at the caravan site before dark. Wearstardy shoes
and bring water. Camp chairs might be desirable.
There is a % milewalk from the parking lot to the
viewing area, including a fttle hili. For more in-
formation call orwriteSandra.

National Public Lands Day cleanup -- Saturday,
September 26

Once again thisyearwe will observeNational
Public Lands Day by spending o morring remot.
ing invasive exstic plants at the TVA Small Wild
Area s Worthinglon Cemetery en the ead side of
OakRidge. Ourannual effortsin this areaarchelp-
ing t0 eradicate wisteria from the cemetery, and
privet and other invasive exotics from the SWA.
Additronal details will be provided in the Septem-
ber newsletter.
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TCWP Annual Meeting -- Saturday, October 17
SeeqllA, above

Additional information on all TCWP activities may be
obtained from TCWP Executive Director Sundra K.
Goss at Sandra@sandrakgoss.com or at 865-522-3809.

1 C.Thanks upon thanks to ...

(continuation from last NL)
[Compited by Sandra Goss)

Thanks to the following folks who furthered
our work through their volunieer time and effort
over thepastseveral weeks:

Secret City Festival Ambassadors Jean Bang-
ham, Tim Bigelow, Marie n Burger, Virginia Dale,
Carel Grametbauer, Jimm y Groton, Frank Hensley,
and Pat Mulholland helped with the TCWP booth.
Thanks to Mary Lynn Dobson and Jimmy Groton,
who brought in inferesting exhubits from our natu-
ralworldinduding theroofof the mouth ofa drum
fish. These attracted much interest from passers-
by.

A tip of the hat to David Reister who devel-
oped a spreadsheet for tracking howour executive
director’s time is spent. This tactic was undertaken
tohelp us useour resources as wisely as possible.

-ash program (lune 16) developers,
implementers, and publicists Marion Burger,Carol
Grametbauer, Jimmy Groton, and Cindy Kendrick
deserve much credit

Jimmy Grotan has represented TCWP at meet-
ings and in conference calls for Tennessee Wild and
the Emory River Watershed Association; his acu-
men in making good connections with other groups
isagreat asset for TCWP.

Ongoing gratitude to webmaster Francis
Perey, the stellar Service Committee led by Carol
Crametbauer, and the marvelous Mailing Group.
Working year-round, these folks help developpro-
grams and activities and get the word out about
them.

ORNL Distinguished Scienu'st and TCWP
Board member Pat Mulholland traveled to Nash-
ville and offered expert testimony on the da magin
effects of Emposedwau(leglslanm In spite of his
efforts, which aredeeply apprecia!ed, and those of
many mhers, thedreadful bill passed.

Ridge Trail Steward Susan Donnelly
fizes,an A qne job of monitoring the trail, oversee-
ing the adoption program,and intaacting with city
aifcis to nsur e ot the bl s erjoyable

im Bigelow, steward of the Oak Ridge Cedar
Barren, has worked to get fencing repaired and
mowing problems alleviated.

Larty Pounds andJeanBanghamtookthelead
on arranging Pat Pare’s July 30 presentation.

Cindy Kendrick did a ve?/ considerable
amount of tesearch to gather facts on land-
acquisition funds reported in thisNL. And Kath-
leen Williams and Don Barger are always willing to
help us find hard-to-getinformation.



Mar.y thanks to erzy Hardin forarzanging a
‘meetmg with Morgan County folks to discuss the
Obed Wild and Scenic River.

Many thanks to each of you who has called,
written, é-mailed, and otherwise worked to com-
municate withstate leaders about issues of impor-
tance 10 all of us who breathe airor drink water.
You will be needed in the future, so rest only
brieflyonyour laurels.

11D. North Rll'- Trall stewardship.

[Contributed by Sandra Goss]

The cecent successful work day (T11E, below)
was another_example of our stewardship of this
great trail inOak Ridge‘sNorthern Greenbelt.

Developed by TCWP, and maintained by
members for over four decades, the Noeth Ridge
Trail was long ago designated as both a State and
National Receeaon Tral Our custent maine.
nance functions are petformed b teward
Swsan Donnelly, with the help of el segment
adop ters. The trail is part of Oak Ridge Greenways
system, and the City of Oak Ridge helps with larger
chores such asremovalof fallen rees. Recently, the
city took action against
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12. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

s CALENDAR
(For detaits, check the refereneed NLitemiorcontact
s 5, 865-522-3809, or

oss.com

« July 23, Public meeting, TVA Jntegrated Resource
Plan, ¢ p.m, Pellnssnpp. State Community College
Center (see 95A, this

« July 23, Public e son n balandng damages to
Watts Bar with gains (rom BORCE, 7 p.m.,
Information Center, 47502k Ridge Turnpike(see
410A,thisNL).

« July 23, Owl prowl at theObed(see§1D, this NL).

 July 27, Commentdeadline for BSFdraft TMDL
(see 71B, thisNL).

« july 30, TCWPtalk by Pat Parr on thespecial
natural resources ofthe ORR, (see $11B, this NL).

* August22, TCWP/TennesseeNativePlantSociety
WhutesCreek outing(see§11B, thisNL),

« September 12,Elk viewing(see T11B,thisNL).

« September 12, Adopt-a-crag Obed cleanup (see
§IF, thisNL).

+ September 26, National PublicLands Day cleanup,

NL).

property for cutling trees on the trail. This advo-
g e commitment of Oak
Ridge lo protecting its geeen resources,

A few segments of trail are still available for
adoplion (see NL2BI q8A). For mere information
about the trail and adopling 2 segm

or contact Susan Donndly "

sutan donnelly@eomesstnet or Sandra Goss at
Sandra@sandrakgoss.com.

11E. Report on recent events

[ “ontributed by CarolGrametbaver]
il workday - Sat une 6

TCWP's 2009 National Trails Day commemo-
ration was a Big Success. A dozen folks gathered at
the Wedgewood Avenue trailhead of the 7+ mle
North Rldge Tral in Oak Ridge to clear vegetation
from one of seven segments of the trail during a
3¢%-hour event.

See 11D, above, forhowyoucanadopta seg-
ment.

Information_Program on TVA Coal-Ash Spill -

Some 40 people attended our June 16 program |u
hear TVA representative Neil Carriker and EPA
Lo Francendase discuss the December 22, 2008
coal-ash spill at TVA's Kingston Fossil Plant. Their
wide ranging presentation covered the initial
emergency response, recovery objectives, thescope
of the cleanup (including environmental activities
such as air, waterand soilsampling, andsite stabi-
lization), and ash-disposal options, as well as the
long-tern issues that need to be addressed. See
also 5B,thisNL).

emetery (see §11B, this
« October 17, TCWP Annual Meeting (see§11B, this
NL)

« Nov. 14, Cedar Barrens cleanup (see next NL).
* Dec. 12, Sandhill crane outing(watch future NL).

« A wealth of information regarding the Kingston
Fossil Plant coal-ashspilland subsequent activi-
ties(see 5B, this NL)is available onthe "Kingston
Fly Ash Release® websl\e,

WW. ingstontyi
« Fiidden Resercwirs Why Wate E fcincy s he Best So-

Iution forthe Southenst, pubhshedby American
Rivers, Inc., 2008 (O rg).
Thisreport outlines 9 water- ef[lclemy polmesand
calculates theamount of waterthatcouldbese-
cured and $$that sould besavedascomparedto
buildinga new dam. Contact

or 404 373 s

« The website
help you incorporate green pmum into ynn{
d:ul Ilfl via the follow ing features: SCGH | lome
Carbon Caleulator (Fow 16 lower yout home's
carbon footprint), SCGH Home-Health Quiz (how
1o better your indoor air quality), SCGH Solar
Costs Calculator (solar technology for your home).

* Green Carers Choosing Work o a Sustarale Fi-
ture, by Jim Cassio and Allce Rush, New Society

Pub (349 pp., $17.95).




