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12. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| lsuc Contact "Message!" or Action
14,8 Dangerous water bills Your TN legistators; also, | "Oppose these dangerous bills! Protect our water
| Eav. Comm. members |
1C | Bit 10 end mountin-top removal | Your TN legistaors | Check TCWP e-mail aleuts & website for support srategy
D | Revissd orde il” Your TN legistators; “Weneed this very good bill forseveal reasons!™
also, Gev. Bredesen
7A | Public lands/wilderucss bill Your U.S. representative | 1f he voted Aye, thank him. If against, “do better next time!
8D | Ol leases onred-rock wildemess | Interior Sec.Salazar “Thank you for canceling 77 lesses! Picase reviserlawed
BLM Resource Management Plans!
8E | Protection foc endangered wolves | Interior Sec.Salazar “Sound science supperts continued lisung of wolves.”™
1oa,‘J; North Ridge Trail | rewe Volunteer for Adopt-A-Secuon Pregram
Senator John Doe The Hon. John Doc Pres. Barack Obama Govermor Phil Bredescn
United States Scnate U5, House of Raprescnullves The White Heuse State Capitol
Senale Office Building  House Office Bui Washington, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243-9872
Washinglon, DC 20510 Washinglon. DC20515 202456 1414;Fax 4562461 6157412001 Fa 615
s
Oear Senator Doz Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respectlully yours, Respectiully yours,
Sen. 8ot Crter Sen. Lamar Alexander Rep. ZachWamp:
4.3349; FAX: 2022280566 Ph: 202:224.4944: FAX: 202.228-3398 Phone: 2022253271
i c-mai act cf ; 494
Local: 865-637.4180 (FAX 637-9886)  Local: 865.545-4253  (FAX 545.4252) Tacal: 865.576.1976
800 Market St., Suite 121, Knoxvilte 37902 ‘Web: www.house.gov/wamp

Tocallany Repor Seomor dis Congrssions! swiehboud. 2022243121 Tof0d outabouthesans ol il el 202 225 1772
URLs: hup: jeneral contact i s
With mail to Congress sull o Tollowing the antian scae, cnider fnxmg phoring, and other modes of communication

There is much contact information in our up-to-date Political Guide. Visit the TCWP web site (hitp://www, lcwp.org)

WHAT IS TCWP?
[TCWP (Tennessee Citizens for @'Edmnudmadnmn ‘and perpetuating protection Of nafural
lands and waters by means of pubhcamn\np, ugt':nn n, or cooperation of the private sector. While out first focus
is or: the Cumberland and zﬁpd.d“m regions of Tennessee, our eﬁom ay extend to the rest of the state and
the nation. TCWP's strength lies in researching information pertinent to ‘an issue, informing and educating our
with groups having similar objectives, and working through the legislative,
d judicial b h the federal, state, and local levels.

TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak  idge, TN 37830 President Jimmy Groton, 865-483-5799 (h)
Executive and Membeiship Development Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522.3809;
[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell Internet: htip://




Clean Water Network website, www.tcwn.org
1B. Additional bad bilis related to water

4. THE TENNESSEE LEGISLATURE:
VERY BAD AND VERY GOOD BILLS
" linforsnation from Tenn. Conservation Voters|

1A. Two dangerous “Limited Resourca

Waters” bilis must be stopped.
[Additional infernation from TCWN)
$B.0633(Southerland)/ HB.1617(McCord) and
$B.0632(Southerland)/ HB.1615(McCord) are rein-
carnations of a bill (previously nicknamed the
“ditch bill") that surfaced in 2007 (NL273 138) and
again in 2008 (NL277 3A). They seriously
theeaten our supply of clean water by excluding
small or intennittent streams from the definition of
“waters,” and thus from the protection of Tennes-
see’s Water Quality Control Act (T c. 69-3-
103). They do this by using a number of criteria to
define a new class called “limited resource waters.”
These small, intermittent streams are, ofcourse, the
headwaters of our rivers (wet-weather convey-
ances), and whatever is dumped into them will find
itsway into our rivers the next time it rains. wrm
happens to them affects our entire water suppl

These dangerous bills are conung up fo i
cussion in committee this week. They are being
pushed by a powerful group of interests - cham-
bers of commerce, construction companies, <oal in-
terests, farm bureaus, and others. It will require
our strong effort to defeatthem. A few more de-
tails follow.

SB.0633/HB.1617 creates the definition of‘lim-
ited resource waters” as those not attaining their
designated uses due to natura occurrences or
modifications. Their exclusion from the definition
of "waters” would miles of streams --
that's almost half the streams in Tennessee. In addi-
tion, the bill gives up on protecting those waters
thatare alreadyimpaired.

SB.0632/HB.1615 narrows the types of water
bodies protected under our laws; among other
lhm g 1 allows for stream determinations to be

by an expert outside of TOEC. Since the

are based upon water flow, this would

|l|ca.|.|y lift protection from smaller streams

um\g times of dmugm, when water prolection is

oftheutmostimportance

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Without delay, contact

(preferably, call)your own state legislators and
members of the Senate and House Environment
Committees (see Political Guide) to voice your
strong oppositionto these two bills. Tennessee

needs to have its water protection ! en
NOT weakened. For more details visit the Tenr.

In additionto the “Limited Resource Waters”
bills (1A, above), there are at least a dozenother
billsrelatin g to streamsandto water quality that
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are quite dangerous and need to be opposed. Be-
low is a summary of the more egregious ones.
* SB.1112/HB.1622 prevents Tennessee from pro-

tecting water and air quality when the federal
government doesn’t do so.
SB.1312/HB.1619, Egen-ming to CAFOs (Concen-
trated Animal Feeding Operations), prevents
Tennessee from exceeding the stringency of fed-
eral CAFO regulations.
‘SB.0634/HB.0973 takes away whistleblower pro-
tection for reporting water-quality infringements.
$B.1738/HB.2009 allows private companies to
remove water from our streams without public
involvement in the decision.
‘SB.0198/HB.0425 creates serious delays in the
rule-making process by requiring legislative ap-
proval before an administrative rule van become
effective; lhxs would prevent emergency rulings,
among others
SB.1331/HB. um would make it possible for the
coal industry to pollute our waters with selenium
(a (requenl by-product of coal mi

SB.0631/HB.1616 would prevent pnumed rivers
(e.g, Pigeon R., Caney Fork, Harpeth,
Hiwassee) from be|n§ classified Excepnonal ‘thus
slnppmg protection from ~1,000 miles of our

. In addition, the bill would remove the
req\uremem that social and economic necessty of
roject (€.g., a polluting industry) m
proved before Exceplonal Wates can ‘b im-
cted

WHATYOU cm DO: Confact your state sena-
tor and representative,and members of the Senate

and Hiouse Environment Comnittees (see Political

Guide) to oppose these dangerous water

Our legislature must protect Tennessee’s precious

waters - not impair them!

The Scenlic Vistas Protection bill
would end mountain-top removel.
Please help get It passed!

Last year's Scenic Vista’s Protection Act is
back. _SB.1406(Ketron)/ HB.0893(Dunn)
the TDEC from issuing or renewing a permit that
would allow surface coal operations, or resulting
waste, fill, o in-stream treatment within 100 feet of
any waters of the state. [t also pxohubnslssuam or
renewal of a permit that allows surface mini
above elevations of 2,000 feet. Thebillshave been
referred to the Senate Environment, Conservation

‘ourism Committee and to the House Environ-
ment Subcommittee. The Senate committee vote
(which is expected to be positive) has beendeferred
a couple of times and will not take place until the
House Subcommitiee has acted. Last year, this
subcommittee (with slightly different membership)
defeated thebill by two votes. This year's vote is
presently scheduled for March 17 (before you re-
ceive this Newsletter), but may come later. If the
House subcommittee vote is positive, you'll be able




fo e withthe additiona tepsthe billns togo
through before becoming law.
WHAT YOU CAN DO; If you are onour e-mail
alet it you'receive an
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every concern that has been raised inthe past by
legislators, retailers, manufacturers, consumers,

whenthe timeis ight. I not, plesse keepcheck.
ing the TCWP. webie

alert will be posted. Getting this m,;asml il
take all our efforts.

1D. Rev/s

“sottie bIll® l- ven better
The 2009 “Tennessce Beverage Container Re-
cycling Aet” (SB.1404/HB. 1167) i pow in the pipe.
line. Prime sponsors are again Sen. Doug Jackson
and Rep. Mike Turner; and co-sponsors include
Sen. Randy McNally. 5B.1404 has been referred to
the Senate Environment, Conservation & Tourism
Committee, and HB.1167 to the State Government
Subcommittee of the House State & Local Govern-
ment Committee.

Marge Davis, the Coordinator of Pride of
Place (POP)/ Tennessee Bottle Bill Project, points to
a number of significant changes that have been
made in tte bill, makingit what she considersthe
best bottle bill ever. This year's bill:

+ Places no new coston beverage distri butors
* Willgenerate hundredsof small businesses ('re-
demption centers”)
Will create as many as 2,000 new jobs
Has the support of major industics and industiy
trade groups.
Will eventually reeover 85% of 4.5 billion con-
tainers a year, compared to 10% now
will create access to recycling even in rural areas
Will dramatically reduce litter while preserving
the existinglitter granls program
000+ tonsof valuablecontainerma-
terialowtof landfils
il save locl governmente millons of $6 in
waste-hauling and landhll tipping
Will avoid the equivalent of 150, 00 metric ons
reenhouse gases
, 1 save emmgh energy to power 85,000 homes

Will treateis jo b training. jo bs and income oppor-
mmrz for nonprofitsand their clients

ipartisan legislative support
*  Has 80% public support (UT survey)

For a more extensive explanation of these
statemenss, visit the websvlz www.tnbottlebill.org,
or contact Mar

ge al nmgmmnﬂ or
615758 8647. To read the! ull|=xm[lr¢ bil, visit

www.] d type ei-
|her of the bill num bers into (he search box called
islation.”
'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Gov. Bredesen
e 5

(see Political Guide) to pmnl out why we need this

(to saveresources, reduce litter, x:duc:landﬁll
wnle, or any of the points in the above bulleted
tist). Point out that this revised bill addresses

2. THE CUMBERLANDS

5,500 Acres Preserved et
Sevage Guif and Flery Olzzerd
[Contributed by Cindy Kendrick|

The Conservation Fund and the Land Trust
for Tennessee recently announced the protection of
over 3,000 acres of land at Savage Gulf and about
2,400 acres of the Fiecy Gizzard Trail at the South
Cumberland State Park and Natural Area. Nearly
4,800 acres were acquired in fee, and over 700 addi-
tional acres will be preserved by a conservation
easement. The land was formerly in the hands of a
tim ber company and privateowners.

The deals protect dramatic views from the
Savage Gulf's sheer and rugged sandstone bluffs,
which were previously vulnerable to development
and logging. The 3,000-acre purchase is “...the
meat of the Savage Gulf," according to Chris
Roberts, of the Land Trust for Tennessee. “Twenty-
four hundred acres protected at Fiery Cizzard
caises the amount of il protected thre rom 10%
to 33%." of the trail's private land was
recently cleared for buildi magazine
placed the rail amon the top 25 backpacking ex-
periences in the Country.

Thete specta e acres include some easily
accessible areas From the Beersheba Spriogs
ranger station, Savage Culf's Stone Door, a 10ft-
wide and 100ft-deep split in the clff face, can be
reached via a one-mile level trail, and part of the
one-mie tail totaurel Bluff Overlook ispaved and
)andlapped -aecessi ble. Wild Fiey Gizzard Trait

rovides easy access lo spm-cular a ;s near the
Inlll\elds at Foster Falls and Grundy Forest.

According to Rex Boner, Vice-F esident of The
Conservation Fund, the Fund floated the state at
the end of the fiscal year but didn't actually spend
its own money. The state’s land acquisition fund
and the Tennessee Heritage Conservation Trust
Fund provided $5.5 millionof the Savage Gulf's %
millior: purchase, and a private donor ontri buted
the remainder. This spring, the land will be added
to the South Cumberland Park, which draws over
one million visitors annually.

Protection of the Fiery Gizzard's parcels car-
ried a price tag of more than $3 million, including,
() a Sl-million easement donated by an anony-
mous private owner; (b) contributions from the
Friends of the South Cumberland; and (c) federal
highways funds intended to protect scenic routes,
directed with support from U.S. Sen. Lamar Alex-

Both state funds are now depleted, and with
the state budget stretched tight, no new funds are



2C. Alll

expectd, thinyeng. More land between the Fostee
ls and Grundy Forest trailheads is for sale, and
Robem P88 el st ol i 15
pursue the pos:
Reterences:

: o
savay (indludes  photo)  and
3 i 009/ fet

at 8SF and Obed

Only three weeks after he started his job as
new superintendent for the Big South Fork Na-
tional River and Recreation Area on January 19,
Stennis Young (formerly Asst. Superintendent at
Natchez Trace) jomed TCWP staff and Board mem-
bers (Sandra Coss, Frank Hensley, Charlie Kla-
bunde) for a companionable lunch in Wartburg.
Sandra reports that Mr. Young has had a good start
learning about the area and ils residents and get-
ting to know the excellent staff at BSFNRRA and
OWSR. He arrives at a time of considerable budget
limitations but also some budget opportunities (the
stimulusbill).

At the Obed WSR, April 1 will see the depar-
ture of unjt manager Phil Campbell, who is refinn
Phil willcontinue to livein OakRidgeand weloo.
forward to his associations with TCWP. Phil's staff
is giving him a retirement party on Fnday Apnl

30 p.m. at the Sagebrush in Oak Ridge, to
which TCWP friends are invited (Dutch-treat).

@ for the Cumbariands
In transition
{Contributed by Sandra Goss)

The Alliance is on i way to becoming an in-
dependent organization. Current Executive Direc-
tor Katherine Medlock has taken a position with
the Nature Conservancy in a new, expanded role.
The Board of Directors, on which TCWP Executive
Director Secre-
tary / Treasurer, has appointed Katherine to serve a
four-year term as a Board member.

In other developments, the Office of the Alli-
ance for the Cumberlands is moving to the Tennes-
see Tech Campus in Cookeville, Tennessee. The Al-
liance is seeking candidatesfor the Executive Direc-
tor position. [nterested persons should send their
resume and three references (preferably in elec-
Immc fcrm] to kmedlock®tnc.og no later than
Marc

2D. Activitias and news

from Frozen Head
[Contributed by Cindy Kendrick)

A contract has recently been awarded to sur-

vey the acreage added o the north side of the Park

by the “Connecting the Cumberlands” initiative in

2E. Friends group
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2007. Boundary definition sheuld facilitateprotec-
tion of Parkresourcesan:

Voluntesrs are helping 1o maintain and im-
prove backcountry il Park Mansger David
Engebretson reports that the volunteers
great job dunin;and repairing waterbars in Feb
on the Emory Gap Trail.” Volunteer Trail Days are
generally, but not always, scheduled on third Sat-
urdays. Upconing work davs are March 21 and
May 16. (None in April.)

Frozen Head State Park and Natural Area eon-
tinues 1o offer special events and monthly pro

grams.
¢ The 41 wal Sy Wildflower Pilgrimay
scheduled for the 2 and 3 weekends in April,
with guided walks, as detailed below.
April 11
10am. Wlldﬂuwers, trees, insects, and other
‘aritters” - Ied by Kris Light, Teacher

and Natural
2pm.  Wildflowers o et history - Ranger
Michael Hodg:
April 12

2pm. . Wiflowet identiication and apprecia-
~TBI

April
w0an Ranural surroundings of Frozen Hen
avid Lincicome, State Natural Areas
Program
2pm. Widflowers, fems, and bieds — Park
Manager David Engebretson
April 19
10am.  Panther Branch wildflowers, etc. - Lisa
Huff, State Natural Areas Progeam
2pm.  Wildflower and fem identificalion - TBD
« International Migratory Bird Day will be reeog-
nizedat the Park on May 9 witha bird walk, begin-
ning at8am

For more information, call the office at 423-
3463318, Or visit the Frozen Head website at
F

www.tes
zenHead/. Information on Park programs and
mms isalo postedat
t or, shiml

eoks funding
for Cumberiand Trall
Mnlv-nny pm/-st wllh ur
Cindy K

1f the Fnendsel the Cumbulﬂnd Trailcan ob
tain $25,000 to complement generous support by
the University of Tennessee, a prototype project to
consecve and restore biodiversity aloni the Cum-
becland Trail State Park could be launched. Areas
along the Trail have suffered severe ecological
damage from non-native pests or from manage-
ment as commercial forests. The peoject, “Seed.
the Cumberlands,” would mobilize, organize, train,
and support volunteers fromthe regions surround-




ing the Trail to tackle a challenge to0 big for state
and federal resources actin,

UTs Tre elmpmvemenl Prognm (UT-TIP), in
conjunctionwiththe Park, private groups, andoth-
ers, would develop a planthatboth anticipates and
responds to non-native forest and plant pests in
Tennessee's state parks. The strategy involves
gathering and assessing available information on
pests (inseck, diseases, and plants), native plants,
and the volunteer base; selecting spec es for con-
servation focus; developing field guides for volun-
teers; conducting conservation and preservation
initiatives; and training (pest and native identifica-
tion, seed/ material collection for storage or propa-
gation, record-keeping and equipment use). Resto-
ration efforts would then be implemented for tar-
geted areas along the Cumberland Trail._The pro-
tocols couldserve as a template for other Tennessee
State Parks.

2F. Emory River Watershad Assoclation

will sponsor fast to calebrate
natural resourca:
antrbuted by Jimmy Groton]

On Saturday, April 18, 2009 the Emoty River
Watershed Association will host Discovery Feston
the square in Wartburg. The purpose of Discovery
Fest isfor participants {o discover and celebratethe
unique natural cesources of Morgan County.
Planned morming ackvilies include hi
Head and on the Cumberland Trail, a kayak clinic
at Nemo, and rock climbing at Lilly. Other activi-
ties on the square include live music, a climbing
wall, arts and crafts vendors and demonstrations,
and children’s activities. The event is free to the
public, withfood and drinksavailabl fr purchase

Ei iver atershed iation was
e matoC e o appreciationand pro
tection o f the Emory/Obed River watershed. For
more_information, please contact Gigi Schooler
with the Morgan County Chamber of Commerce at

32230980

20.Upcoming Cumberiend Trall

volunt,

r opportunitias

[Conte.buted by Cindy Kendrick]
Formore informationon the activitieslisted

below, golo

contact
Tony Hool k mmmlmmumﬂmnm"
CTC at 931-456-6259. Volunteers are needed to

work with students. RSVP is required.

« Februaty 22- March 28; Break Away 2009, Ham-
ilton Courty. This S-week trail-building pro-

gram includes environmental education, history,

culture, and musical sessions for student across

the US.

April 19-26: Frozen Head Outing, Wartburg.

Students from Wartburg College, Waverly, lowa

3A. Cha
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will work to re-open the closed North Boundary
rail

May 21 - June 21: Little Possum FPR Bridge

Construction, Soddy Daisy, This bridge con-

struction project will take the place of the tradi-

non.l Big Dig programir. 2009.

May 31 - June 6: AHS Week, Scott County.
American Hiking Society vacation participants
will be constructing trail tn the Smoky Mountain
(New River) segment in Scott County, TN,

3. OTHER TENNESS|

@ of lsadarship at TWRA
After 31 years with Gary Myers as its head,
the Tennessee Wildli fe Resources Agency (TWRA)
has a new director. On Februaty 19, the Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Commission (TWRC, which
oversees TWRA), by a 9 : 4 vote selected Ed Carter
from a field of 5 finalists (NL283 {3A). He as-
sumed his new role on March 1. Carter joined the
agency in 1972 (when it was called the Game & Fish
Commission) and has held & number of kigh posi
tions, the most recent being with TWRA‘ssBmlmg
Division, which he headed from the time it was
lormedm 1
ary Myers, during his many years of service,
was a Iallhlul champion for wildlife of all sorts
(and not only the hunlable or fishable kinds). In
addition, he was tireless in finding and using the
means (including land acquisition) for protecting
areas that constitute threatened habitats. In this
endeavor, he had_frequent, mutually productive
comtact with the Teanessee Parks & Greenways
Foundation. The fact that Ed Carter has also been
TPGF bodes well for his interest in
habitat protection. TCWP looks forward to getting
to know Mr. Carter.

Victory for clesn stream snd ceves
neer Fall Creek Falls
{Information from TSRA's February Watershed

A battle that began more than 8 year ago is h
nally over. [t started with a May 2000 decision by
the Tenn. Water Quality Cunlrn(ﬂoard (WQCB) to
permit the city of Spencer’s new sewage-treatment
plant to discharge into a clear mountain stream,
Dry Fork. Not only is Dry Fork classified as ahigh-
quality (Tier If) stream, but it runs through an ex-
tensive and ecologically significant cave system
into Fall Creek Falls State Park. The battle against
the WQCB's decision was taken up by caving and
environmental groups and proceeded along a con-
voluted course, with interim victories and frequent
reversals(NL242 15A).

major issue was an alternative treatment for

the sewage. The groups concerned with protecting
Dry Creek and the caves (the National Speleologi-
ralSocmy TSRA, TEC, and PEER) suggested that




Spencer use land applcation for the disdarge
EPA sponsored and funded a study to identify land
suitable for application, and such land was indeed
identified. Spencer, however, rejected the proposal.
The groups went to courtand eventually won their
case. Last October, the Spencer Land Application
Sewer Oulfall was officially opened and dedicated.

e case set a prect and we owe thanks
fo the groups that fought it. TDEC's permitting
procedures for sewage plant outfalls have been
changed. The agency nolonger designates streams
without looking first to alternative methods, such
as land application.
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Operations (e.g, TVA power plants, dam opera-
tions). The acreage numbers inthese various cate-
gories have changed somewhat from the 2007 DEIS.
They are summarized in the Table below, derived
from the FEIS's Table 2-2-1. In the last column, we
show the acreages by which Alternatives B and
differ.

ACRES IN MODIFIED AL ATIVE
ZONE A B C Cmi-
nus B

3.780 0

472 3,780
,309 3,857 5,098 241

4A.

4. TVA NEws

Watts Bar Rasarvolr Land
Mansgemaent Plan: tha Finel EIS
e revision to TVA's 1988 Plan lias been a
long (ime in the making. It was originally issued in
2005, but put on the shell because TVA was about
to develop a new Land Policy, to which the Plan
needed to conform. This Policy was adopted in
November 2006 (NL271 4A), and the Plan revi-
sion, altered to conform 1o it, was published as a
Draft EIS (DEIS) in August 2007 (NL275 §4A and
insert). TVA received about 250 comments and re-
leased its Final EIS (FEIS) abouta month ago. The
an is expected to be approved at the April meet-
ing of the TVA Board.
As in the 2007 DEIS, the alternatives were: A
(No Action, i.e., retain the 1983 Plas), B (Develop-
ment and Recreation, and C (Conservation and
Recreation); both B and C have been somewhat
modified from the 2007 draft. Although a very
large number of comments had cited environ-
mental concerns and voiced a preference for Alter-
native C, TVAhas stuck withits Preferred Alterna-
tive, Modified B, “which provides suitable opy
tunities for economic development andthe conser-
vation of natural resources.” TVA concedes, how-
ever, that “The environmentally preferred aiterna-
tive is Alternative C, which has the least adverse
impact on the environment ... ." Several important
TCWP suggestions for changes have been accepted
for the revision, and features of the Draft that we
commended have been retained in the Final EIS
(see below).
our original analysis ((NL275 Y4A), we
provided atabular comparison of A, B, and C with
regard to the acreages in different Zones. The most
protected is Zone 3, Sensitive Resource Manage-
ment (Smal! Wild Areﬂs, Habitat Protection Areas,
Ecological Study Areas). Other green space, but
less protected, is Zone 4, Natural Resource Conser-
vation (for “enhancement of natural resources for
human use and appreciation,” including wildlife or
forest management). Developments can occur in
Zone 5 (Industrial), Zone 6 (Developed Recreation,
&g, marinas, parking areas), and Zone 2 (Project

7

544 -280
998 1,552 1.351 -201
587 4371 3611 760

While the two alternatives are identical with
cespect to semsitive resource management (Zone 3),
as they had been in the 2007 Draft, Alternative C
has a considerably smaller acreage of Zone 4, than
does Alternative B. The bulkof that deficit is due
10 the Project Operations zone, much of which is lo-
cated at the site of the former Breeder Reactor
whete there have been major changes from the
Draft.

TCWP, along with AFORR and other groups,
had subnutted detailed comments on the Breeder
site (see insert to NL275), taking an amaigamated
NYproazh, tosuggest changes in Parcel ailocations.

any of these were accepted for the Final EIS.
Most important, a wide swath along the entire
western shore (110 acres) that had been desig-
nated Industrial (Zone 5) in the Draft is now desig-
nated Sensitive Resource Management (Zone 3), re-
sulting i protection of the entire 4.3 miles of shore-
line. The old Breeder site itself, much of it previ-
ously disturbed, remains dslgnzted for develop-
ment, now classified as P ions (p
bly a TVA power-generating lacnllly] instead of in-
dustrial.

It is noteworthy that the TCWP/ AFORR pro-
posal, in addition o being submitted as an organi-
zation comment on the Draft, was also presented in
a series of meetings TCWP and AFORR requested
with semrior TVA staff and Board members (NL278
A,

Elsewhere around the reservoir, there are cer-
tain parcels that we singled out in our comment on
the Draft, approving of TVA's proposed allocations.
for them. Al these allocations have remained the
same forthe FinalE1S. These parcelsare:

« The Whites Creek Small Wild Area (SWA), Par-
cel 238, which was designated at TCWP's sugges-
tion in 1963, and in which TCWP maintains a
trail, is allocated to Zone 3 (Sensitive Resource
MIHIFE ).

Parcel 237 (upstream from Pareel 238), listed as
“Proposed addition to Whites Creek SWA to
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support trailexpan ion,” isalso allocatedto Zone

* At the northern end of Parcel 233, anew Habitat
Protection Area (HPA) has been identified forthe
Whites Creek Alluvial Deposit
cated along thelower reaches of Whites Creek
(west bank), not far above where the river enters
the reservoir.

« The ecologically significant “finger projections”
thatformthe shoresof much ofthebigpesunsula
sw ol Thle(neck Island have been allocated to
Zons

Acces ;; g he ms The FEIS is 508 pages long, not
counting maps, and is full of intere ting informa-
tio whole thing,  visit
v gnv/envlmnmenl/npnﬂs/wi sbar/ind

Pmmd copies of the entire document are
available for viewing at most public Libraries and
courthouses in the Walts Bat Reservoir area. For
more information, call 800-TVA-LAND, or e mail
tvamfo@tva.gov (attn. Erin Pritchard). in the sub-
ject line, type “Watts Bar Land Plan FEIS.” Please
include your USPS mailingaddres .

New TVA Board Chelrmen
Is former chelr of Republicen Perty
finformation rom Southern Allianee for Clean Energy]
On Febuary 4, the TVA Board, by a vote of 4 :
3, clected Mike Duncan as their new charr. Duncan
isthe former chairmanof the Republican Party, and
his election ha _been widely criticized as an overly
rtisan move that could politicize the TVA Board,
a body that is expected to determine the direction
O TVA for the next five years.
Near the end of Peg:uury, 10 Southeastern en-

sent i
Obama and the Congress, requestirg that envizon-
mental interest be represented on the TVA Board
of Duectors. This cesolution reads, in part

“We the undersigned hereby call on President
®bama to appoiay, and for the U.S. Senate to ap
prove, individuals with the experience and knowl-
edge necessary to understand TVA’s impact on our
natural environment and recognize the opportuni-
ties that energy efficiency and renewable energy
present to improve the quality of air, land and wa-
ter in the Southeast and teduce the nation’s contri-
bution to worsening 5!06-] climate change. A dem-
onstrated track record of environmental leadership
and support for the applicationof innovative tech-
nology 1o quickly improve and expand TVA's en-
ergy conservation, efficiency and renewable nergy
programs should be a necessary qnallhullon
future appointees o the TVA Board.

“Civen TVA's cnitical cole in our nation’s en-
ergy future and global wanmn? impact, we ask
that there be prompt action on hiltng the current
vﬂcznmes on the TVA Board with mdxwduals with

above-mentioned qualifications, Such appoint-
menls will represent a first step towards TVA on
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again fulfilling its mandate to act as stewardto the
environment while continuimg to provide atford-
able electricityand navigablewaters to the citizens
of the TennesseeValley.”

5. CHEROKEE NATIONAL FOREST

SA.Tenne ssee Wiild will work for

‘The new coalition, Tennessee Wild, is working
to get additional area of the Cherokee National
Forest (CNF) included in the National Wilderness
Protection Syswem. Initial focus is on the southern
portion of the CNF and on adding acreage t exist-
ing designated Wilderness (NL283 95B). Represen-
tatives of the coalition, which includes Cherokee
Forest Voices, the Smoky Mountains Hiking Club,
the Sierra Club, TCWP and other groups, met in
Chattanooga on January 22 and discussed strate-
gies for various actions, inchuding a campaign to
edd the Upper Bald River roadles s area to the exist-
g Bald River Gorge Wildeness. The southern
Cherokee NF lies in the districts of Congressmen
Duncan andWamp.

Wilderness Workshop
Tennessee Wild will sponsor a Wilderness
Workshop on June 27, 19am — 5pm at the Tennes-
see Valley Unitarian Church, Knoxville. It's agood
way 1o feamn more about how to protect Tennes-
see's remaining National Forest wildlands. Events
will include hands-on workshops and several es-
teemed and nationally known gue t speakers.
Sunday, June 28, will feature an optional outing to
the Upper Bald River Wilderness Study Area.
istration is required. Contact Jetf Hunter, 423-
"

S5C. Wil @ major new roed traverse

the Southern Cherokee NF?

[Contributed by Sandra Goss]
Last month, TCW P Executive Director Sandra
K. Gose was invitedby the Tennessee Department
of Tran portation (TDOT), to serve as a member of
the Citizens Resource Team (CKT) being assembled
for the development of the US 64 (Corridor K) im-
provement project from west of the Ocoee River to
Ducktown. Some of the construction alternatives
previously propused would taverse presently un-
spoiled portions of the Cherokee National Forest

andwouldimpact steep forested terrain.

e CRT is "s Context Sensitive
Solutions process to ensure a collaborative, inter-

1o develop a transportationfacility that fit with the
natural, cultural, and physical environment.

e planning an
review for US 64 (Corridor K) project, the CKT will
address many challenging and imiportant i sues.




lans toissue a new Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the project withthe usual public
meetings andcomment periods.

As early as the 1960s, the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission proposed Corridor K, which is
part d the 127 miles between 1-75 in Bradley
County, Tennessee (Cleveland area) and the Appa-
lachian' Development Highway System (ADHS)
Corridor nearDillsworthNC.

About 5 years ago, TCWP attended public
meetings and provided comments on an EIS for
CorridorK. Atthattimeoneof thealternatives in-
volved serious impacts on the Cherokee National
Forest. That EiShas been officially rescinded. The
CRT is projected to work on the project for the next
121018 months.

Natlonal forasts could
store more greenhous

ronmental Ethics]

Our 192 million acres of public forests have
the potential to increase their photosynthesis stor-
age of CO; by 43% -- an effect equal to removing
13-24 million carsperyearfromour nation’sroads.
To achieve this potential, it would be necessary to
modernize the 1960 Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield
Act s0 as to provide a legal basis for the Forest
Se rvice (USFS) to manage forest in a manner that
reduces global warming, and 1o make this a prior-
ity USFS saentisk need 1o be mobilized to make
the case for change. Itwillalsobe necessary to ex-
plain to Congress the important role National For-
ests can play in the global climate.

articular case is the Northwest Forest Plan,
which protects>8 nuillion acresof ancient forestsin
three states - foreststhatstoremore carbon peracre
than anywhece clse on Earty Ths Phan would
benefit by the addition of carbon sequestration to
its directive,

GA. Bush Administration falled

to resclve the North Shore Roed

monetery settlement

The outgoing Bush Administration made no
effort to provide the funds required for the mone-
tary settlement that was due Swain County, NC, in
retuen for not having the North Shore Road con-
structed. There have been rumors that Dirk
Kempthorne, Bush’s Secretaty of the Interior, held
back the money (usuallyagreed upon tobe$52
lion) in a deliberate move designed to do political
hacm to Rep. Heath Shuler (D-NC11) in his 2010 re-
election bid.

Now that a new Administration is in place,
Rep. Shuler will need to convince [nterior Secrelary
Salazar and PresidentObama’s Chief of Staff, lbhm
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Emanuel, a former colleague of his in the House of
Representatives, of the need forthe monetaiy set-
tlement. | clear yet what role the National
Park Service will play. We are waitingto find out
whether, andhow, we can help.

North Ceroline
should Improve Smokles’ alr

Because theBush Administrationwas system-
atically weakening_regulations designed to clean
up smokestack enussions, Narth Carolina’s attor-
ney general Roy Cooper, in 2006, sued TVA on the
grounds that pollution from TVA coal fired steam
plants in other states constituted a “public nui-
sance” to citizensof North Carolina. (njanuaty of
this year, Lacy Thomburg, a federal district judge
in NC, ordered TVA to reduce emissions from four
of its power plants (including Kingston, Butl Run,
and John Sevier in East Tennessee) that were pol-
luting his state. Judge Thornburg found that the
TVA had failed 1o install pollution controls in a
timely manner, and ordered thatthisbe done, ona
schedule that varies from plant to plant but beats
TVA's own target of2015 or later.

TA.

7. NATIONAL NEWS

BIg public lands/wilderness biil
feils by 2 votes, but will ack

‘The Omnibus Public Lands Management Act,
which has bee n several years in the making (NL282
99A), is an amalgam of - 160 public-lands bills. It
adds nearly two million acres of wildemess in 8
states to the 107M-acre national wilderness system,
the biggest addition since 1994 The bill also pro-
tects hundreds of miles of river, prevents new oil
and gas leasing along the Wyoming Range, and
makes _penmanent the 26M-acre National Land-
scape Conservation System of unspoiled lands in
the West. The bill was finally passed by the Senate
in January of this year, thanks to the effort of
Majority Leader Harty Reid to bring it up early
(NL28397A).

Al that remained was forthe House toaccept
the Senate bill as passed. Because even minor
amendments would greatl this important
and already long-deiayed measure, the bill was
brought up under suspension of the rules, a proce-
dural maneuver that bars anendments but requires
atwo-thirdsnuwjority for passage.

11, despite strong, bipartisan sup-
port,this historicwildernessbill fell just2 votesshy
of a two-thirds House majority. The fmal vote was
282-144 in favor. 248 Democrats (including all 5
Tenn. Democrats) voted with 34 Republicans (in-
cuding Rep. Wamp [TN-3)) in favor; 144 Republi-
cansGneluding Tenmsms Roe, Duncan. and
Blackburm), joined by 3 Democra, voted against,
Six(3R and3D)did not vote.




is by no means the end of this legislative
ot Tt ot oot ways in which the bill
can pass and it is expected to re-emerge very soon.
‘The bottom line is that there is strong support in
the Congress for this legislation.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: If your House Member
voted for this bill,express your thanks (see p. 2).
Ihe/she voted agaiat o them kaow you e
disappointed and hope theyll do better next time.

7C.

Mountain-top removal:
. M court ruling
In March 2007, US District Judge Roberl C

Chimhers culed that the Army Corps of
was violaling the federal Clean Water AREEH
properly considering environmental impacts before
issuing Clean Water Act §404 (‘Dredge and Fill")
ermits for mountaintop removal mines to bury
steams (NL274 §5C). The Corps had not con-
ducted adequate environmental reviews or man-
dated sufficient measures to minimize stream de-
struction.

Abouta month ago, however, the 4th USS. Cir-
A. y a2:1vote rejected

The appeals court panel
rued, among other |hu|gs that the Corps had suf-
ficient expertise and discretion to conclude that the
mining operationsin question would cause nosig-
nificant environmental degradation. Almost ri-
diculously, part of the ruling was based on OSM'S
reliance on a 199 biological opinion that basically
says that no surface mining anywhere in the coun-
try willharm threatened or endangered species or
critical habitat provided the SMCRA law and regu-
lations are followed. This majority opinion was
written by two ,udges The third one, Judge M.
Blane Michael,wrote adetaileddissent.

The panel's ruling could open the floodgates,
unleashing a backlog of 80 or 90 permits that have
been on hold. This huge number of new mountain-
top removals could desomy mapr sections of the
Appalachian mountains. wmber of environ-
mental groups, led by Emhlushce, may request
that the case be re-heard by the full dth Circuit
(something called a rehearing en banc), and could
even llltanappeal with theU’S. SupremeCourt.

In the meantime, there may be some action on
the Administrative front concerming the Stream
Buffer Zone (SBZ) rule (see I8A, this NL).

Ia “Clean Coel” an oxymoron?
Coalisin plentiful supply in thiscountry, and
is the cheapest source of power for electricity pro-
duction, It fuels half ofall electricity generated but
contributes more than two-thirds ofall CO, ems-
sions from the electric-power sector(Energy Infor-
mation Admu'nistration). The recent stimulus bill
includes $3.3 billion incoal money (wvgazette.com.
2/14/09):
- 81 billion for fossil energy research and develop-
ment

70.
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-~ $800 million for the “Clean Coal* power initia-
tive, round-Ll1 funding (that's a $200 million cut
from theSenate version)

- $1.5 billion for “a competitive solicitation for in-
dustrial carbon capture and energy efficiency
lmpmvemml projects.”

e coal industry has recently been spending
)unvlly on a TV advertising campaign touting
Clean Coal But people famuliar with coal-
generated electricity have long had doubts whether
there is such a thing. Even the general public has
recently begun to feel some doubts, partly as a re-
sult of the news coverage of the December spill of
largequantities of toxic coalash stored at theKing-
ston Steam Plant, and the information that, across
thecountry, there are about 300 such storage ponds
and fandfills at power plants. Coal combustion in
this country produces 130 miltion tons of coal ash
annually, énough to Eill a train of box cars stretch-
ing from Washington, DC, to Australia. EPA is
launching a review of coak-ash storage facilities and
will propose regulation by the end of the year.

Bul there are many serious problems with
coal, in addition to coal-ashdisposal. At this time,
o good technology has been developed forcaptur-
ing and satly staring large quinites of CO, ecnis-

. And, worst of all, there is no “clean” way of
5ellmg the coal outof the ground. Even if moun-
taintop removal were barred, thefacts ate that sur-
face-mining of coal devastates huge areas of land
and water, and that underground mining endan-
gers human survival and health.

Park money Incressed; land-
acqulaition funde, hual- iy, of

(1) The stimulus bill (ARRA), s.gned on Feb.
17, conta'ns almost $1 billion for national parks, as
follows:

Construction
Roads
Operations

15 HistoricPreservation
This investment, which should help to restore the
infrastructure ofour parks, will create jobs in rural
and urban communities.

(2) Unlike Park operating funds, money to ac-
quire land for parks and other open space comies
from the Land and Water Conservation Fun
(LWCF), created in 1965. This Fund, fed by off-
shore oil drilling revenues, is authorized at 900
millionannually, to be spent federally or granted to
the states. But the amounts actually appropriated
have been dramatically below the authorized level,
especially during the latest decade (despite Bush's
campaign promise to “fully fund” the progeam).
The Bush budgets routinely asked for only paltry
sums, and compliant Con gresses routinely diverted
the balance of the authonzed meney to the general
treasuiy for deficit reduction. For the present fiscal




TE.

year, only $155 million were appropriated, and the
State side of the program was totally zeroed out.

President Obama’s budget, by contrast, re-
quests $420 million for the next fiscal year, and the
full funding of $900 million by 2014. Now, we
‘must be sure (hat the corresponding appropriations
aremadebythe Congress.

Cleanenersy 335 in the stimulus bill
cmalionfrom SACE]

Thestimalusbil comatns upto$78s billona
investments and incentives for clean energy, i
Chuding the following (in bilionsof dollars, arless
otherwise stated).
« 85 forthe Weatherization Assistance Program
8 2forEnergy EfficiencyBlockGrants

3.1 fortheState Energy Progra

“sasto o improve cnergy “fficiency ' federal

e milionforgreenjobs
« 58 billion for inter-city, high-speed rai
« Over 2 billion in tax credits for plug.in hybrid
electricvehicles

Many iocal and state governments have al-
ready begun to look at how fo acquire funding
from the economic recovery package. [nterested
citizens areadvised to check with theirstate energy
office or city manager's office to see what money
for clean energy is expected for their community
and what projects the investment will support.

8. REVERSING SOME BUSH ASSAULTS
ON THE ENVIRONMENT
In its last two months, the Bush Admi
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100t stream buffer zone (NL282 4 and 8B) had
already passed. However, lawsuits havebeen filed
against the government by NPCA on January 16,
arid by other groups in December. The remedy is
thus expected tocome through alternative(3) inthe
above paragraph.

Endangered Species Act (E3A)

The Bush Administration climinated the re-
quirecnent that the probable impacts of a proposed
federal project (such as a dam or highway) on at-
risk species mustb e studied by scientists at theUS
Fish & Wildiife Service or the National Marine
Fisheries Service. Instead, the Bush rule allowed
the agency proposing an acnon to determine on its
own whether any species rmed by the
Setion (NL282 88 The rules change also specifc
aally prohibited endangered-species deteamina-
tions tobe basedoneffects ofclimate change.

Early in March, Pres. Obama, ona visitto the
Interior Department, amounced that he had signed
2 memorandum directing the Interior and Com-
merce Departments to review the Bush adminu'stra-
tion rules change. Uniil this review is complete,
agacies must relur n to the former practice of seek-
ingand acting onscientific advice. The U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce, condemned Pres. Obama’s direc-
tive as an unreasonable interference with needed
projects; and Republicans in Congress said the
President's action could lead to needless delays in
projects financed by the stimulus package.

Congressional actions in both directions may
be fortheoming, undoing the Bush ruics change or
ceinforcing it._In addition, an Earthjustice lawsuit

tion rushed through a series of regulatory changes,
sometimes refes 0 “midnight rules”

(NL282 488). lmmedmlely after President Obama’s
inauguration (on the same day), all agendies and
departments were asked to conduct a “Regulatory
Review” to identify options for suspending or
stopping any undesirable cules.

Those for which the effective date had already
passed can be undone in three ways: (1) undertake
a new rule-making process, which can take months
or even years; (2) ask Congress to revoke the rule
under the rarely used Congressional Review Act
which is subject to short deadlines; (3) if a suithas
been brought against the rule, step aside and not
deferd the rule in court. Below, we provide brief
summaries of the progress in undoing semeof the
hannful Bush Administration actions against the
environment. (In addition to the ones covered
here, there have been good actions by Sec. Salazar
with regard to offshore drilling and oil-shale devel-
opment.)

Stream buffar zone
(meuntain-top removal)

The effective date for the Bush rules change
that essentially eliminated the requirement for a

8c.

P Bush rule.

OHG emissions from sutomobile
two Importent directives

During his first week in office, Pres. Obama
did more to reduce oil dependency and fight global

warming than had been done in the preceding 8
years. He sij edMo directives that address auto-
mobile fuel etficien

Sta I:s AT ight to set

stronger air-pollutionstandards than therest of the
nation, and their requests for federal permission to
doso wereroutinely approved in thepast. Califor-
nia’s proposal todoso with regard to green-house-
gas emissions from cars and trucks was, however,
rejected by the Bush Administeation, which cited a
number of non-supported arguments. This rejec-
ion alfected an addiional 13+ sties that had 1o
lowed California in requiring stronger limitations
for transportation-caused GHG emissions.

Just 6 days after his inauguration, Pres.
Obama directed the EPA to inme diately consider
California’s application. If approval is given, &
expected, new carssold in thatstateand at least 13

15 wil 1have to reduce their global warmin
pollution by30% between 2009 and 2016. In addi-
tion to the 13 states and the District of Columbia



that h;
at least 4 others have pledged todo so. Granting
the California waiver to regulate tailpipe emissions
would thus affect about half the U.S. auto market,
and thisshould focce automakers intoa fastertime-
table for producing cars and trucks that are consid-
erably more fuel-cfficient than cureent models.

(2) Another directive, signed along with the
one pertaining to the Califortiawaiver, orders the
Transportation Department to publish the new na-
tional fuel efficiency guidelines(beginning withthe
2011 model year) by March 30. The2007energy bill
reqired thatthe curent average fuel efficiency of

g be increased to -35 mpg by 2020 at the
hlﬁs\, {nl the Bush Administration never issusd
near-tern guidelines for tighter fuel-efficiency stan-
dards.

e California standards (if the waiver is
granted) will require this farget to be reached 4
years earlier, and this could result in more efficient
fiew cars being on the road starting in 2010, * ur
Ful 5.1t 0 further burden an sleady siruggling
[auto] industry” (as has been asserted by congres.
sional Republicans), but to help ~American
automakers “prepareforthe future” and “thrive by
building the carsof tomorrow.”

8D. Oll/ges leasas on scenic Utah lends

linformationfromSUWA

[n December 2008, the Bush Administration
sold large num bers of oil & gas leases on 110,000
actes of Utah's Redrock wilderness near Arches and
Canyonlands National Parks, Dinosaur National
Monument, in Desolation Canyon, and elsewhere
(NLZ62985). Thess lease sales were made possible
because of six seriously flawed, unbalanced Re-
source Management Plans that the Bush adminu’~
stration had promulgated for these BLM lands --
plaus thatopen large swat hsofUtal's wilderness-
aualitylands notonly to oiland gasleasmg, butto
destructiveofi-road vehicie use. ~Following a suit
brought by NROC, SUWA, and other groups, a
federal judge in January granted a temporary re-
straining ocderthat prevented the Bureau of Land
Management from finalizing the lease sale (NL283

On February 4, Obama’s Interior Secretary
Ken Salazar canceled the sale of 77 oil and gas
leases. Ths is a great beginning, which must now
be followed up by major revisions of the BLM Re-
sourceManagement Plans s0asto prevent destruc-
tive drilling and ORY use, and to includ e designa-
tions of Wilderness Study A reas and Wild & Scenic
Rivers.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Thank Sec. Sala ar (see
Pollca Guide) of ancelng U

tahs scenic red-rock country. Urge him o fol-
low up by revising the Tawed BLM Resource
ManagementPlans.
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8E.One blot on the record:

Salezer falls on wulfprul-cllﬂn
Iinformation érom NI
Another onenikheBushAdlmmstmnon sdis-
astons midnight rules stripped wolves in the
Northern Rockies of their “endangered species”
protection - leaving them vulnerable to mass kill-
ing under deadiy state management plans. These
wolves have formidable enemes. Idaho has de-
clared that it wants no wolves in the state whatso-
ever--and has a plan thatcould kill more than half
of its approximately 700 wolves, even wolf pups.
{The governor wants to bag the first wolf) The
wolves of Wyoming and Montana face similar ad-
versaries. And the shooting could start right dur-
ing the breeding season. Inthe meantrme, the wolf
populations in Yellowstone National Park are
plummeting as pups die of a yet-to-be identified
isease
Pres. Obama put a freeze on the Bush rule,
ending review by the new [nterior Secretary, Ken
Salazar. Sadly, on March 6,Sec. Salazarannounced
that he would foliow the discredited path of the
ush Administration and de-list wolves in lhe
Norlhem Rockies and Greater Yeliowstone regio
WHAT YOU CAN DO: ContactSec. Sala ar(see
Political Guide) and remind him of his pledg
ely on sound sciencewhen managi
Scientific evidence clearly support mnmung
Protection for the wolves in the Rockies.

9. OAK RIDGE NEWS

Greening Oak Ridge: A Community
Forum for 8haping a Oreen Future
[Contributed by JimyCroton®)

Nearly a yearago, Oak Ridge City Council di-
rected the  Environmental Quality advisory Board
(EQAB) to prepace a drnlt sustainability policy for
Oak Ridge. EQAB members and an intern hired to
assst began collztung enersy usage data for vari-
ous sectors of the community to determine the
<ity's cacbon footprint. Data were used in software

and models dwervped the International Council
for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLED. ICLEI
was founded in 1990 to provide technical consult-
ing, training and information services to build ca-
pacity, share knowledge, and support local gov
ecament in the implementation of sustainable de-
velopment at the local level.

On January 17, EQAB sponsored an event at
the Oak Ridge Civic Center that provided an op-
portunity for Oak Ridge citizens to come together
and express their ideas for creating an economically
viable green future for Oak Ridge. The public
workshop was one component of EQAB's efforts o
present recommendations to City Coundl on
to make Oak Ridge a sustainable community - a
community that addresses current needs without




theeatening the ability of future residents, busi-
nesses, or organizations to meet their own. An an-
nouncement of theeventstated: "The thoughts and
suggestions of Oak Ridge citizens will help define
salof ways to reduceenergy use an

wsts improve e quillly, protect the natural envi-
ronment, maintain a vibrant ecoromy, and entich
the quality of hle N EQAB used the Chattanooga
Green Climate Action Plan

(http://www.chattanooga.gov/ Chatta-
nmjﬁm_ﬁamm;&umhmi as a model
for discussion issues. Community leaders from

Chattanoogaand ICLE! spoke and participatedat
theOak Ridge forum.

More than 100 people attended the meeting.
Participants rotated through a series of six round-
table discussions to provide their thoughts on ideas
to achieve sus ainability in the city. Subjct areas
included the Bwlt Environment (eg., Smart
Crawth, Zaming, Bualding Codes, and Brawnfietds),
Air Quality and Transportation, Water Quality and
Quantity, Business Opportunities (.., potential re-
sponsibihties for businesses, green collar jobs, and
impact of other ideas on businesses), the Green En-
vironment (e.g. open space, urban forest, and bio-

rsity), and Covernmental Policies. Each forum
participant had the opportunity to speak on each
topic, and facilitators ensured that conversations
were balanced and all ideas recorded. In all, par-
ticipants provided nearly 500 individual sugges-
tions.

For the past several weeks EQAB has been
working diligently to consolidate the comments
andto rank them according to theeaseof theirim-
plementation, effectiveness, and rough magnitude
of cost, EQAB will utilize this information as they
developa deaftsustsinabilty planforthecity. The

be presented to councii later

ing.
imy Croton is Chairman of EQAB]

10. TCWP NEWS

10A. Politicel Guide

The Political Guide for 2009 is enciosed with
thi's Newsletter. Please keep it in an easily accessi-
bleplace anduseit oftenfor contading federal and
state adminjstration members and eleded officials
atall level

10B. Upcoming ectivities

[Contributed byCaroi Gramz(haher]

Qak Ridge Greenway Exotics Removal and Wild:
flower Walk - Satu

The Greenway behind Oak Ridge's Rolling
Hills Apartments (formerly calied the Garden
Apartoents) is one of the best wildflower tails in
Anderson County, but is threatened by garlic mus-
tard, a very invasive exatic that pushes out native
plants. Volunteers can help TCWP and Greenw ays

+*
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Oak R|dPe remove this harmjul plant and also en-
joy a wildflower walk with TOWP board member
and phm ecologist LarryPounds.

We will meet at 10 a.m. at the reat patking lot
(near the woods) behind 101-135 West Vanderbilt
Drive. Wearsturdyshoesand weather-appropriate
clothes, and bring water, food/ snacks, and a dig-
ging spike or sitnilar tool if you o wn one.

ke at Froze - Satw

Agk:m this year, Chuck Estes will lead a -4
mile ke with plenty of bird-watching opportuni-
ties. Meet at8 am. at thegatefor thejeep trail, lo-
cated at the end of the Frozen Head State Park
campground. We will hike the jeep trail for about 2
miles to the frst gap (gaining about 1,000 feet),
looking for warblers and espedially the Cerulean
warbler. Frozen Head is prime nesting teritory for
« Cerulean warbler, mhich Joves the canopy of
the high-elevation mountains of the Cumberiand
Plateau. Ourhilewill provide an excellent oppor-
tunity to see thi's bird. We will return down the
Jeep trail. Bring plenty of water and a lunch snack,
and wear sturdy shoes. Total trip time will be 56
ours.

North Ridge Trail workday - Saturday, June 6
The North Ridge Trail was developed
TCWP about 40 years ago and subsequently desig-
nated both a State and federal Recreation Trail.
Over the decades, we've had a major role in i%
maintenance, overseen by dedicated rai stewards
Our North Ridge Trail steward, Susan Don-
elly, is again this year organizing a work session
for National Trails Day. See the May newsletter for
timeand exact location.
1 §8A, we described an Adopt-A-
Segment Program developed by TCWP's Trail
Steward, Susan Donnelly, to encourage a broader
effort for maintaining our great North Ridge Trail.
To volunteer for this program. contact Sandra Goss
at sandra@sandrakgoss.com or865-522-3809.

Additional information on all TCWP activities may be
obiained from TCWP Executive Director Sandra K
Sandra@sandrakgoss.com or at 865-522-3809.

10C. Voluntesrs

‘The Political Guide that is enclosed with this
Newsletter was produced by Carol Grametbauer.
This year presented an extra challenge for Carol be-
cause so Tany posiions had change, equring a
great deal of research and verification. She de
serves our deepestgratitude.

Several people (Carol Grametbauer, Jimmy
Groton, Sandra Goss, Cindy Kendrick) contributed
aniles for this Newsletter, and we thank then ll.

y thanks, also o the following who as-
sembled NL283 for @ailing on fanuary 22: Carol
Grametbauer, Frank Hensley, Charkie Kiabunde,
Lee Russell, Hal Smith.



X%

TCWP cannot functon without people volun-
teering for numerous lasks, some small and easy,
others large. In addition tothe numerousservices
that need performing (stuffing a mailing, helpingto
setupa meeting, leading a hike, etc, etc.), thereare
the issues, which may seem daunting to you. If
you wishyou could do more about any of the is
sues mentioned i this or ther Newsietes, don't
feel you are too ignorant or powerless:  Contact
Sans fa(Sandra@sindrikgosscﬂm or 865-522-3809)
and shell get you in touch with the right person
who can help you get started.

10D. l.ﬂll on rnelnl lvnll

[Contrbated by Carol Grametbauer]
TCWP coordinated with TVA's Heritage Resources
and Water Stewardship st fora trat maintenance
workday at TVA's Whites Creek Small Wild Area
on Watls Bar Lake in Rhea County. The work
group was composed ofmore than20 volunteers,
including seven TCWP members, two non-
members who formerly hunted on the adjacent
Bowater land, and nearly a dozen members of Boy
Scout Troop 153 from Westel. Volunteers helped
clear downed trees and remove brush from
trail. This was the second year we were able o
work with the scouts at Whiles Creek. TCWP has
partnered withTV A since 1984 toenhance and pro-
tect natural resources at Whites Creek SWA and
other places throughout EastTennessee as part of
our ongoing stewardship efforts.
Program by Margie Hunter, TN Exotic Pest Plant
[Conlrhu!edhycaml(:ramelbalw el
More than 60 pecple came i heae Margle Huoter
describe the berehits of gardening with native
plants, and the issues 1o consider when planting
non-natives. In her talk, presented d uring {nvasive
Weed Awareness Week in Tennessee, she set forth
three general guide ines: Be respectful of rare
lants; be waty of wild-collected native plants sold
y nurseries (plants should be nursery-propa;
not just nursery-grown), and be ruthless in P
ing exotic inv asive plank. Margie showed us pho-
tos of many natve plank and described their cul-
ture inour honie landscapes. Herprogram wasco-
sponsored by TCWP, the University of Tennessee
Arboretum Society, and the Oak Ridge Carden

[ Trail Workday - Fel
[Contributedby jimmyGratan]
Five volunteers braved the threat of cold, wet
weather to help with routine trail maintenance on
TCW!s adopted section of the Cumberland Trail
between Nemo Picnic Area and Alley Ford at the
Obed Wild and Scenic River. The weather cooper-
ated a littleand volunteers removed brushy vegeta-
tion from the 2.5 mile section of trail. Participants
included a post-doc at ORNL from the Basque
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countey ofSpain and an AP EnvionmentaiStudies
student from Carter High School in East Knoxville.
TCWP adopted the Alley Ford segment of the
Cumberland Trail in 1998 and has been a proud
supporter ofthe Trailever since.

11. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

*+ CALENDAR

(For details, check the referenced NL item; or con-
tact Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809, or
Sandra@sandrakgoss.com)

* March 21, Frozen Head work day (42D, this NL).
* Maech 24, Wild and Scenic Environmental Film
Festival; 7 p.m, at The Square Room (on Market
Square), Knoxville. Tickels are 512 by phone
(865-533-7007) or nlin
t and $15 day o(lhe event.

* March 28 and April 4, Norris River Bluff Small
Wild Area, TVA annual spring wildflower walks.
TCWPs Jimmy Groton and Larry Pounds are
among trip leaders. Guidedwalksstartatl0am.

and 1 p.m. No registration required. For info,
call 865-426-7461.

« April 24, Tennessee Greenways and Trails Fo-
rum, Johnson City; a joint venture between the
TDEC Commissioner's Council on Creenways
and Teails and thecity of Johnson City. For more
information and the registra¥on brochure, see

« April 3, Southem Appa achian Forest C
auction and lund . hevi o 5282529203
orjody@safc.of

< Apil'4, Noreis River Bluff spring wildiower
ks Secblarchas.

« Apri 11, TCWP-Greenways Oak Ridge Carlic
Muslard Pull/Wildflower Walk (see $10B, this

NL).

« April 11 & 12, Frozen Head Spring Flower Pil-
grimage (42D, thisNL).

« April 16:19,5" Annual NatureFest sponsoredby
cityof C okeville and Putnam County; to beheld
at Pennebaker Hall on Tennessee Tech cam
Ensor Sink Natural Acea and Cane Creek Park in
Cookeville, ad other lncillons For more infor-
mation, all Cockevil re Services at (931)

5204386, or t

. Apﬂ.l 7, Retirement party for PRl Campbell,

Unit Manager for the Obed WSR (see 328, this

« April 18, Discovery Fest, Wartburg (see 2F, this
NL).

. April 18 & 19, me. Head Spring
Flowerf‘-lgnrru‘gu(uﬂ thisN

« April 18, Oak Ridge Garden Clnb native plant
sale,facksonSquare, 8a.m

« April 19, OakRidge Reservation old- -growth for-
est outing. 1:30 pm.; meet at West End guard



gate. For more information, email Larry Pounds
7]

. Apnl 22-26, Great Smoky Mountains National
Park Wildflower Pilgrimage. For more informa-
tion see

. Apnl 25, Oak Ridge Earth Day celebration, 11

-6 p.m, Oak Ridge Civic Center and Bissell
Park. tee, family-friendly celebralion includes
activities, presentations, and games aimed at
helping attendees identify and act on ways to re
duce their i impact on the planet. For more infor-
mation, see

* April 25, UT Arboretum Society public spring
plant sale, 9 am. - 3 p.m. at the Arboretum on
llinois Ave. in Oak Ridge.

* May 2, TCWP bird hike at Froxen Head State
Park, 8 a.m. (see §10B, this NI

* May 16, Frozen Head work diy (12D, this NL).

. Iune6 North RidgeTra | workday (seeq10B,this

. ]une 27, Tennessee Wild Workshop, 10 am.-5
pm. at Tennessee Valley Unitarian Church (see
$55, this NI

*+ RESOURCES
* Tennessee’s Water Blueprint is a new, short i
cation about the important issues
2 sireams. 1t s a primet on such
topics as headwaters, waterstieds, stream buffers,
aquatic widlife, impacts of growth, water-supply
issues, and recommendations for action. The
Blueprint also lays prioritie_and long-
term goals. Produced panfy by the Obed Water-
shed " Community  Assocation (OWCA,
rshed.org), the publication is
available for free  download  at
I

+ More- information o
(see I, thi NE) 5 svaabe o e
Tem\eset Exotic Pest Plant Council’s web site,
or on Margie Hunter's web

<Tne League of men Voters has developed o
series of te change. Five of these
are running in successive issues of the Ouk Ridge
Ob:

* Rai Almost 30,000 gallons of reusable
water can be collected annually from the average
Tennessee roof. The Lower Clinch River Water-
shed Council (LCRWC) s selling rain barrels
made of 100% recycled plastic. Use of rain bar-
rels runoffand
charges ground water; provides soft water for
numerous uses; and alleviates demand on mu-
nidpal sewoge systems. Call[jams Nature Cen-
ter, 865-577.5717, ext14, or-co ntact April a the
LCRWC, 65.257-14140raprilnit@bellsouth.net.
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Do you like

The TCWP Newsletter?

Since 1966, the Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning
Newsletter has been providing the best source of
environmental news in the Southeast.

The TCWP Newsletter brings you:
* Concise and timely summaries of environmental issues
of importance to Tennessee and the nation
* Information about how you can make your voice heard
in environmental decisions
* Listings of events and activities for all ages and interests

Here’s how to get one for yourself --
join TCWP today

Completethe coupon below and mal with a check to Charle Klabunde, TCWP Treasurer,
219 East Vanderbilt, Oak Ridge, TN 37830,
TCW bership includes a to the and our annual Political
Gulde Individual dues are$25.00, Famlly $35. www.towp.org 865-522-3809
(E4alf price for those joining after July 3.

1 (we) would like to join TCWP and receive the Newsletter and Political Guide.

Name

Address,

Phone E-Mail,

Amount enclosed



