155N 10856104
Tennessee

Citizens o Newsletter No. 280
Wilderness July 14, 2008
planning

3

b

L

o

£2

N

®

£

10.
11.

Taking Care of Wild Places

The Cumberlands. ........ p-3
A.lsrock mining legal?  C. State Hemage Area designation
B. Habitat Conservation Plans D.C

The Greater Frozen Head. p- 4
A.Management Plan is on its wa mergency plan for ol wells
B. Woollyadelgidshavearrived = D. Upcoming activities

Obed and Big South Fork....... . p5
A Plugging abandoned oil wells C. Stuart Johnson is Acting Supt.
B. Crossville water conservation D. Upcoming activities

State Legislature post-mortems. ............. p. 6
A Land acquisition funds eliminated _C. The limited good news
B. Goodbills that failed D. Legislative Score Card for 2008

Other Tennessee News ................ ——" N 4
A. Shale mining near Whites Creek SWA

B. Lighthouse Lodge at Noris D, Water supply planning for state
C. Invasive weed awareness E. John Noel gets awar

Great Smoky Mountains National Park .p- 8
A. Protest against relaxing AQrules  C. Handling the settlement
B. Talks are stalled on Road settlement D. New contract for Le Conte

National Forest News...............
A. Conflict over new Wildemess near Big Frog. cap. Uppel Tellico onv area
B. Funds for acquiring Rocky Fork E. USFS again tries ofits Act

National issues e p-10
A. Gas prices fuel calls for ing  D. Senators challengefacilitationof mountaintop removal
B. EPArulewouldworsenairin parks E. National Park Service as manager of W&S Rivers

C. Stilf time to comment on guns in parks . New SE Region Director for NPS

Global warming . [ETTTRTT B &}
A. Senatesupport insuficient for $2191 C. Polar bear is listedbutnot helped
B. To help ecosystems survive warming  D. White House climate report . Bogus climate propaganda
The Oak Ridge Reservation (Comprehensive £IS requested: NEON siteon ORR) . . . . . p.14
TCWP news (Upcoming and past activities; volunteer opportunities: NL authorship) . . ...+ p.15

Calendar; Resources...p.17 13. ACTION SUMMARY ... p.2

Editor. Liane B. Russell, 130 Tabor Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. E-mail: russelllb@sprynet.com
Shaded box or star means "Action Needed." Don'tbe overwhelmed — check the ACTION SUMMARY on p.2!

A Mambor of Community Shares



NL.280, %/14/08
2

13. ACTION SUMMARY

9No.| Issue Contact J‘ “Messagel” or Actlon
4D | Voting recond o legistators 2 Vole Aug. 7. Chesk out eavironmental scores of candidates.
8B.6AEPA’s wules change n air quality | US sexators and rep. “Fix by legislationif EPA does not withdray this proposal™
6B | North Shore Road se Uement Sen. Alexander “Please get involved and speod up the process!”
T8 | Acqisiion o Rocky Pkt | USsntos i .| Supporfnlingfor i iin'
7CD| OHV duniage that poltutes Tellico] US Forest Service 1 support your closing the OHV trails”™
8A | Drilling in ANWR and OCS US senators and rep. “’rhls ‘won't lower gas prices and will add to energy woes!”
8C | Loaded weaponsin parks Inrior Sec. Kempthome “‘Pmrks should be sefe haven for animals and peoplet”
8D | Mountaintop removal Sen. Alexander | “Tlanks forquestioning bufer-zone ule. Please perseveret™
11C | TCWP needs help Sandra Goss ‘P]enc volunteer a litte of your time
Senator John Doe The Hon. John Doc Pres. Geerge W. Bush Govemor Phil Bredesen
United States Scnate UL, Houseof Repmmmm The White House StateCapitol
Senatc Office Building  House Office Bu Washingion, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 372439872
Washinglon, DC 20510 Washington, DC 24515 202.456-144; Fax 456.2461  615-741-200L; Fax 615-532.9711
pessident sov hil bet -
Dear Senator Doe Dear Congresman Doe Deur Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
Sincerely yours, Sinecrely yours, Respectfully yours, Respecafully yours,
Sen. Bob Corker Sen. Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zuch Wamp
" 202-223304; FAX: 2002000566 Ph: 22.204-4%44; FAX: 202228338 Phone. 202:225:3271
e-mar: email: nale goviconactefm  FAX: 202225.3494
e il ol oty 2) Local: 865.576-1976
800 Markot St Suite (21, Knosville 3702 Web: www.house.goviwump

Tocall say Repos Scn:mr dial comrmmml switchboard, 202.224.3121. Tofind outaboutthe statwsolf bills. all 202-225.1772

s g0 General contact info: heliwwwdcv.ocy
With m.l 10 mw sllll slow following lhe antheax scate, consider faxing, phoning. and other modes of communication.

There is much coniact informasion in our up-te-datc Political Guide. Visit the TCWP web site (hitgi/vww.tcwp.org)

WHAT IS TCWP?
[TCWP (Te Ghmﬁw:lmnamﬁauﬁﬁmzdmrmdmhqmmmnlmm
{ands and watees by m ip, I first focus
is on the Cumberland lnd A iluhlan regions of East Tennmee, our efforts may extend to !he rest of the state an

the nation. TCWP's strength lies in researching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educating o
membership and the public, mumun, with groups having similar abjectives, and working thiough the legislative,
and judicial bras deral, state, and local levels.

'TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37830 President: Jioumy Groton, 865-483-5799 (h)
Executive and Membership-Development Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522:3809; Sandra@sandrakgoss.com
Newsietter editor: Lee Russell, Intemet: http://




1. THE CUMBERLANDS
[Note: This section, which pestains to the Cumber-
Jands in general, is followed by sections on specific
Cumberlands regions.)

1A. A Iaw sult with broad Implications:
do mineral rights
Include surface rocks?
Canthe owner of mineral rights.
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What js ot stake. Are surface rocks minerals?
The answer to this question will affect many,
many and peoj e the State (in the case of
the Cumberland Trail), own land but not the min-
eral rights. If last yeats Hamilton County Court
decision is allowed to stand, more than 450,000
ublic and private acres in 11 East Tennessee
counties will be at risk of rock mining.

fromlandowned by someoneelse?

A combination of circumstances makes the
Cumberland Plateau very vulnerable to rockmin-
ing. (a) There is an abundance of sandstone rock.
{b) This rock — as “Crab Orchard stone.” dimen-
stone, etc, — is in commercial demand for
building and landscaping. () Generations ago,
many poor farmers and etiees o ihe. Plicon
soldmineral rights to coalcompanieswhile retain-

Lastyear, a Florida-based com-
pany (Lahierre-Hill) that owns mineral rights in
the Deep Creek Gorge section of the Cumberland
Trail State Park began removing 40-60 tons per
day of sandstone surface rocks trom that area of
the park (and from the trail i%elf), causing heart-
breaking devastation. The state sued. Bul Judge
Frank Brown of the Hamilton County Court ruled
in April 2007 that the company was legally within
its mining rights and could continue miming
(ltwuﬁh not the trail itself). In October, the state
appealed this decision to the Tennessee Court of
Appeal. TCWP was among several groups that
filed an amicus curiae (Friend of the Court) brief in
supportof thestate
. Oralarguments in thecase were
heard ]une 15 in Knoxville, with the Amici
granted 5 minutes, Our attorney, Gregory Bup-
pert, teports that despite the short presentation
time, it seemed apparent from the three judges’
questions that the Amicus Brief had helped to di-
rect the Court's discussion of the issues. Specifi-
cally, our emphasis on the destruction that the ex-
cavation causes in the Park appeared to resonate
withthe panel
The attorney representing the state of Ten-
nessee pointed out thatthe only way tomine stone
fromthe parkland and other propetty is to destroy

ng company’s lawyer re-

nded that excavation for stone did not “com-
Pletely destroy” the land's surface. *Complete de-

struction,” he said, would be like a quarry - where

there is no surface left.” The Court appeared to
tecognizethe numerous faws in these arguments
s next? Once the Appeals Court

issues. .n opinion (probably within 6 months), the

<ase will probably be remanded to the trial court
for additional proceedings consistent with the

Court'sruling, and there might be an opportunity
foran additional evidentiary hearing at thattitne,

MHabitst Conservation
Plans (ncn) for non-faders! lands
(Contributed by Cindy Kendrick]

Habitat Conservation Planning is a congres-
sionally approved process to promote proactive
and voluntary strategies for both the use and con-
ed with threatened
ies on non-federal
lands. Through legal agreements between the US
Fish & Wildh? Service (FWS) and resource users,

HCP allows T&E resources to be used (“taken”)
as long as the species impacts are mitigated and
minimized throughan approve

he Tennessee Wildlife Resour es Agen y
(TWRA) received a grant from FWS to facilitate
HCP development for the Cumberlands. The Na-
ture Conservancy and faculty and staff ofthe Uni-
versity of Tennessee and Tennessee Tech form the
primary Development Team, and ~20 scentists
serve on a Science Advisory Committee. Partners
in planning include various interests and
stakeholders in the region, including private land-
owners and landowner associations, forestry and
wildlife managers, developers, homebuilders, city
and county government officials, watershedasso-
ciations, other local community groups andstate
agencies.

A Regional Water Resources HCP is being
developed to cover numerous aquatic species im-
pacted by residential and commercial develop-
ment, city and county roadsand stream crossings,
utility corridors, municipal wastewater treatment,
and water-supply initiatives in the Emoty-Obed
Watershed and Big South Fork Cumberland River
of Tennessce, HCP applicants currently active are
Cumberland County, Morgan County, and the cit-
ies of Crossville and Wartburg. Stakeholders from
Fentress and Scott counties are participating b
have not committed to becoming applicants.

A Forestry HCP is being developed to cover
multiple terrestrial and aquatic species and for-
estry activities on public lands in the project area
of Tennessee. The applicant for this HCP is
TWRA

Work and negotiations are expected to take 2-
3years. Approvals by itiesand ounties willthen
be needed.

Reference and more

information:
http:/ /w html.




1C. Cumberiand Platesu might become
@ Stete Herltege Arse

% :
Alliance forthe Cumbertands]

A special task force has just concluded a lis-

tening tour across thestateto shareand hear ideas

and perspectives on establi a State Heritage
Areas Program. The task force is led by the Ten-
nessee Department of Environment and Conserva-
tion (TDEC) and includes numerous state agencies
in investigating the merits of such a program for
Tennessee:

The Alliance for the Cumberlandshas rallied
support for this Program and for eventual desig-
nation of the Cumberland Plateau as a State Hen-
tage Area. The program would bring state fund-
ing for cooperative inifitives by residents, land-
owners, non-profits, businesses, and government
entities to enhance, conserve, interpret,
mote the resources and peoples that define their
reglon,

Anticipated benefits include increased re-
gional_identity ("branding”), strengthened local
commitment to conservation and Hhistori preser-
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Frozen Head’snew Emory tract held thelast ofits
five pre-plan meetings. TDEC says if will issue the
drafl plan to the public in September. The five
meetings included a tour along the five access
roadsmto area.
TCWP's Executive Director Sandra Goss has
participated actively on the team and helped the
tate recruit representatives from two other con-
servation-minded entities. Also on the team are
three Morgan County hunting-community repre-
sentatives; a representative of The Nature Conser-
vancy, which purchased a portion of the tract; and
several TDEC staff under theleadershipof Assis-
tant Comunissioner Mike Carlton.

e root of most issues discussed by the
team were, (1) balancing access by hunting and
non-hunting visitors, and (2) balancing recrea-
tlonal use and resoutce protection. Prior to eslabr
lishing the team, TDEC Commissioner Jim F;
outlined non-negotiable elements, _includi
multi-use access, exclusion of recreational AW
use, and restriction of ATV use to hunting. The
State has said it will provide no new resources for
road/trail construction or maintenance in _this
area. Questions remain regarding vulnerabilities

vation, expande
andeduchtion, and ncreased tourism and. eco.
nosmic health

10. Cumberiends cepsules
 The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Commission
(which oversees TWRA) approved the motion to
name Royal Blue, Sundquist, and Brimstone
Wildlife Management Areas as units of a newly
designated North Cumberiand WMA. Brim-
stone WMA was acquired last year as part of the
big Connecting the Cumberlands project (NL277
90A). Also part of that project were timber
rights for the earlier designated Sundquist
A. Royal Blue WMA was designated a
numberof years ago.
The Department of Tourism has created Cum-
bulind Pmeau lmks in its Vacation Guide
. In the past, the
gulde Tad three section, one foc och of the
grand divisions of Tennessee, and Plateauitems
were split between two of the sections. In the
new Guide, a search for Cumberland Plateau
yields 10 pages of links (~100 altogether), in-
cluding one to the North Cumberlands Conser-
vation Acquisition {i.e, “Connecting the Cum-
berlands”).

2. THE GREATER FROZEN HEAD
[Section contributed by Cindy Kendr.ck]
2A. TOEC to Issue Emory trect
plan In mid
On June 16, the stakeholder team that is help-
ing to address issues for the Management Plan of

A resource inventoty is gradually beinggen-
erated as it can be worked into existing staff pri-
orities. Plans are also being drawnto monitor any
changes in water quality near Emory River cross-
ings.

Woolly Adelgld infestetion spreeds

n early January, we first saw reports from
Clint Strohmeier, Forest Health Speciatist, Tennes-
see Dept. Agriculture, that the woolly adelgid,
which is fatal to hemlock trees, had been found in
Roane and Morgan Counties, including near the
picnic area at Frozen Head. Since then, the adel-
gid has beenseen in manyareas of the State Park
and Natoral Area, including Judge Branch and
DeBord Falls. Pack Management had previously
deployed preventive treatment for a few trees and
is currently developing a comprehensive plan
with a strategy of attempting to save selected
trees,

The hemlock woolly adelgid is an invasive
species thaty originated in China. It was first re-
ported near Richmond, Virginia in 1951 and by
2005 had spread to 16 states and half the hem-
Inck srange. Tree mortalitycan occur in aslittle as

36 years' in \he southern ranges (USDA -

= al/hemlock/.
w3

Oplmns for treatment of adelgid infestations
include  foliar insecticide  sprays,  soil
drenches/ injections, trunk injections, and preda-
tory beetles. Each option has limitations and po-
tential “side effects.”




C. Emergency respon. an

will include oll & gas welis

Frozen Head Management is preparing an
emergencyresponse plan that will address the oif
and gas wells located on the new Emory tracts
(NL279 93B). (Note: mineral rights were not ac-
quired in the Emory Tracts that were added to
Frozen Head in last summer's large “Connecting
the Cumberlands” project, NL277 §1A). The plan
is expected to be issued October 1. Park officials
are gathering information on existing wells and
are 1o receive notification of any new wells. In
addition to_spill response, topics of concem in-
clude physical protection of well equipment, in-
cluding that of cappedor dormantwells.

20. llpeomln' Frozen Head events
r more information, call 423-3d6-3318)
. Jul 26 alt day, CCC Reunion (bring old pho-

. Auguﬂ 16, 11:00 am-5:00 p.m. Hertage Day
Festival.

* Volunteer Trail Work Days, 9:00 a.m. until about
3:00 pm.

July 19 October 18
August23  November 15
Seplember 20 December 6
Meet at Visitor Center. Bring daypack, lunch,
water, sturdy hiking boots, and weather-
appropriate clothing

3. OBED and BIG SOUTH FORK

3A. Big South Fork NRRA releases Envi-
for

ndoned oll and gas wells

Inour earlier article onthe status of oil & gas

regulations in the BSFNRRA and Obed WSR

(NL279 91D), we reported that the former had re-

aeived funding for plugging a number of aban-

doned wells. This project is now getting under

way.

[From BSFNRRA Press Retease|
Big South Fork National River and Recreation
Area (NRRA) plans to plug eleven abandoned oil
andgas wells within the parkand to carry outthe
necessary surface reclamation to restore the sites
to natural conditions and processes. This is a
multi-year project,

e Enviomnental Assessment for the pro-
ject describes and analyzes the impacts of twoal-
ternatives:

Alternative A -- No-act

Alternative B - Plug Eleven Wells and Re-
claim Park Resources, evaluats the plugging and
reclamation of the eleven selected wells in the
park (preferred alternative).
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Copies of the Environmental Assessment are
available onthe internet at the National Park Serv-
ice Planning, Environment and Public Comment
web page by visiting

. and selecting Big
Snmh Fork NRRA. A limil mber of copies of
the plan are also available hy writing 10 the ad-
dress below.

Comments should be mailed to Superinten-
dent, Big South Fork NRRA, 4564 Leatherwood
Road, Oneida, Tennessee 37841. Any questions
may be directed to Phyllis Trabold at (423) 569-
9778. All comments must be received no later
than August 1, 2008

Crossville water—conservation
practices
Based on information from Louise Gocenfio, OWCA)
Recent drought conditions in the southeast-
ern United States have exacerbated water-supply
concerns by the City of Crossville which is located
at the head of watersheds — the Obed-Emoty to
the east and the Caney Fork to the west. These
concerns have, over the years, led to proposals for
damming important streams, most recently the
Clear Creek, oneof the twomajor tributaries of the
Obed (NL275 §1B). This ma es the subject of wa-
ter-supply planning of special interest to all who
have an interest in the Obed watershed.

The role of the Corps of Engineers in such
planning was reported in our last Newsletter
(NL279 94E). In'a recent OW CA (Obed Water-
shed Community Assoaation) newsletter, conser-
vation measures takenby the cny of Crossville are
examined in the light of EPA’s "best practices”
water conservation model. lFor more information,
contact Louise Gorenfio, OWCA, 931-484-9083 or

o

‘Aswas apparentfrom the Corpsof Engineers
planning, it again seems clear that destru
damming of rivers is far fromthe only alternative
for increasing useful water supply.

n hes become acting
erintendent ot BSFNRRA
‘After more than B years at the BSFINRRA, su-
perintendent Reed Detring has feft to become su-
perintendent of the Ozark National Scenic Water-
way. Ata June 12 farewell dinner given for Re
by his Park Service colleagues, Frank Hensley and
Sandea Goss presented him with a large color pho-
tograph by TCWP's Hal Smith of the view {rom
Honey Creek Overlook. The picture was also pre-
sented to Reed at the June 18 meeting of the Alli-
ance for the Cumberlands (whose steering com-
it hadunderwritienthe framingof the photo-
graph

Pendlng the selection of a new superinten-
dent, Stuart Johnson, superintendent at Stones
River Nationa} Battlefield, will oversee manage-
ment of the BSFNRRA, while continuing his job at



Stanes River Iohnsonis very aniliarwith the Big
South Fork. He was working in the NPS' SE Re.
gional Office during the time he BSENNRA Gen-
eral Management Plan was being formulated.
Since moving to Stones River, he's been hiking in
the BSFNNRA at least once a month.

3D. Obed W3R activities

{From Joe Zagoraki, Chiefof Interpretation|
Numerous activities have been planned by the
Obed WSR for the coming months. Call 423-346-
8901, ext.24 for info. Here is the listfor the next
few months. All times are .

* July 19, climbing expedition. Meet at 2:00 p.m.
on’ Lilly Bridge for a display of basic rock-
climbing techniques.
fuly 26, “Leave No Trace” lecture, 2:00 p.m. at
the Visitor Center, Warlbmg Watch a video
and discussthe progra

ugust 22, "Owls of he Obed” Meet at er i
in the Lilly Bluff parking lot. Bring a flashlight
and wear sturdy shoes.
Sept. 27, National Public Lands Day clean-up of
several sections of the park. Phonethe number
above for particulars.

4A. Land.

4. THE LEGISLATURE:
DISASTROUS PARTING PRESENT
and OTHER POST MORTEMS

funds
As expected, the legislature left action on the
appropriations bill to the end of the session. Some
of the huge federal deficit had trickled down to
the state. Several state programs were reduced,
and positions were eliminated, but a shortfali re-
mained. Some of this could have been balanced
by plugging a tax loophole for businesses. Having
failed todo so, legislators were looking foran easy
revenue “fix They found it easy to grab two
years of dedicated funds for wetiand acquisition,
loca pucks lnd scquichion stae land acguisiion,
and agricullural resoutce conservation. ?
could have taken a portion of the abundant roa:
building funds instead.)

Teanessee's conservation groups (including
TCWP) had worked very hard for years to estab-
lish 2n assured funding source for land acquisition
by dedicating a small pacentuge of rea-estate
transfer taxes forthis purpose. All this efforthas
now been ecased by a last-minule amendment to
an appropriations billl The legisature not only
took the money but effectively elimina
tire mechanism. No longer will revenue from re:
estate transfer taxes be dedicated for land acqui
tion and conservation.

What a backward step! Tennessee is 7th
worst nation-wide in the rate of loss of farmlands
and forests {an average of 80,000 acres get devel-

4C. Tha limitad good naws
his
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oped or subdivided sach year). And we have such
outstanding land and water resources so vulner-
able to so many threats. If federal funds become
available, we now won't be able to match them.

By contrast, in our neighbor state North
Carolina, legislators recently agreed on a budget
that raintains the dedicated revenie sources for their
Natural Heritage Trust Fund and Parks & Recrea-
tion Trust Fund.

48.000d bllis that fallad to pass

In addition to taking the disastrous action of

eliminating the state’s land-acquisition funds, the

eneral Assembly performed poorly in several
otherareas. They faled o pass somemajor pieces
of very good legislation, among 1
~ a bill that would have stopped mounumlop e
movat (“Scenic Vistas Protection” - NL279 42D);
— the container deposit bill (NL279 2E);
— the rock-harvesting bill, which would have
haited severely damaging activities on the Cum-
berland Trail (NL279 12C) (but a law suit on this
subject s still in progress, see 1A, this NL).

Other failed efforts include several bills on
waterquality protection and water conservation,
an atlemptto improvecoal taxation, and a resolu-
tion supporting a comprehensive state plan to
limit greenhouse gas emission.

s is of two kinds: good bills that became
law, and bad bills that were stopped. Among the
former are several energy-conservation measures
and a couple of bills to improve water quality in
the Pigeon River.

Most sig

cant among the latter was stop-
ping the dangerous “Limited Resource Waters
Act’ (NL279 §2A) - a cntically important victory
over the might of a broad coalition that induded
the chamberof commerce, way officials,
farm bureau, forestry association, bankers associa-
tion, construction ~companies, road builders,
homebuilders, and coal interests,

Other potentially harmful efforts that were
stopped was a bill to transfer the duties of TWRA
to a division wit} a resolution re-
questing TVA to approve construction of lhe
Lighthouse Lodge in Norris Dam State Park.
latter issue (NL279 92B) is still alive, hnwever
({58, below).

4D. TCV Issues legisiative Scora Card

Tennessee Conservation Voters, TCV (of
which TCWP is a member) strives to make envi-
ronmental protection a top priority for Tennessee’s
elected officials, political candidates and voters.

way to accomplish this is to publish an an-
nuallegislativescorecard.

TCV's 2008 card, which is enclosed with this
Newsletter, evaluates our state legislatots’_per-
formance on 22 matters (bills and resofutions) that
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ome up during he %‘m session o the Tennessee SB. Pressure continues for
eneral Assem! is b is somewhat atypi-
cal in that mosl bill never ome up for a y e the Lighthouse Convention Center
vote. TCV's evaiuation thus includes (inaddition In Norris Dem State Park
to the rare floor votes) committee votes and bill Some folks never giveup. The interests that
sponsorship. for some time have been agitating o build the
In the House, top positive scorers were Ker- Lighthouse Lodge in a state park (Norris) contin-
nell (D-93) and McDonald (D-44), each with a ued their pressure in the face overwhelming pub
score of 10. There were six ggalive scorers (5 Re lic opposition, even after TDEC Commissioner
publicans, one Democrat), with Baird (R-36) and Fykehad tumeddown their request (the proposed
Nicely (R-17) topping the listwithscoresof -6 and project being defunitely nat in keeping with the
-5, respectively. mission of Tennessee State Parks), and after Gov-
In the Senate, top scorers were R. Finney (R8, emor Bredesen had refused to sign a bill for fi-
seore 6), Kurita (D.23, score &), and Jackson (D25 nancing the project (N1.275 J2A). Most recently,
scores), The single asgave corer was Kilbey (0- the General Assembly failed to pass a resolution
12, score -2). requesting TVA to approve construction of the
Todge (AC, above), (# the face of ali tese set.
WHAT YOU CAN DO: Be sure (o vote in the backs, however, the project Jupporters are pursu-
August.7 Primaty and the November-4 General ing additional contacts with TDEC.
Election, and beforeyou do, checkout the envi-
ronmental scores for candidates from your dis- 8C. Invesive Weed Aweraness
trict, B (From a communication by T? PC|
The Tennesses Exotc Pes Plant Cauncil(TN-

EPPC) is working throughout 2008 to raise aware-
nessof the negative impacts of invasive plants in
Tennessee's natural landscape. TN-EPPC actively
works with state and federal agencies and with
SA.Lerge-scale shala operation public and private landowners to share informa-
to open neer Whites Creek SWA. tion and effer advice within Tennessee. The orga-
“The Whites Creek Small Wild Area on Watts nization is currently revismg ifs ist of invasive
Bar Reservoir recsived its protective SWA plant speces, d!vc!ovmy an early-detection =]
classification about 25 years ago as theresultof a P rotoeollio
Tow! vest 1o “TVA, Cand TCWP has using an Fonline ma mapping program o tnmpllz an
subsequently maintained a trail within it. On the el A l'""f":""‘sl Visit
inland side, the SWA area was surrounded by to access materials developed by
Bowater (timber company) land. Five years ago,
on lear about Bowater's intention to sell its
Tennessee ~holdings, TCWP raised funds to
puechase a ~50-acre addition o the SWAIo act as
a buffer (NL251 J6A). [t turns out to have been a
ke re Bowater tract was subse-
quently acquired by General Shale Co, which in
tends to “harvest” tock from ifs surface (presuma-
bly after removing the timber). An endless pro-
cesion of noiy, dusty trucks will carry the rock to
aci

5. OTHER TENNESSEE NEWS

the TNEBAC.

The National Association of Exotic Pest Plant
Councis, TN-EPPCs parent organizaton, s .

the National Areas Association at a national
conference in Nashuille, Oct. 14-17 (see Calendar,
912, and visit . Discussion
of ecologica_management will feature an empha-
sis on invasive exotic species and the anticipated
influence of climate change.

a processing facility near Spring City. The com- SD.Less water end more people:
pany nas already cbisined an NPDES permit or TDEG Deputy Director Sloen speaks
water discharges from a 140-acte mining area into
two lovely creaks that drain into Wals ar, one of L "“[2;‘::,‘;:;‘: h:’é:;’,(‘,ﬁ;,':
them in Kitty Hollow, below the SWA. from Carol Crametbauer's

TCWP is taking steps fo clearly mark the Alliance or the Cumberlands meeting minutes]
boundary between our property and General Speaking al the June 18 meeting of the Alli-
Shale's. We also hope to arrange a meeting with ance for the Cumberlands, TDEC Deputy Director
company executives to make them aware of the Paul Sloan sad that lat year's droughs was the
protected status of the SWA and our adjoining worst in more than 150 years, when we had half
tract, and of the recreational users whose enjoy- the population and fewpower plants on the rivers.
mentcould be seriously diminished by the mining The drought had enormous economic impact, in-
operation, cluding a halt-billion-dollar loss in agaculture.

Sloan said the experience was a wake-up call te-
garding the stress that will ensue as the popula-
tion continues to grow.



Only one water sy stem totally failed, he said,
and through various grants 2 permanent soluton
was fourd for that system. Other systems had ex-
tensive interconnectivity and willingness to work
together. Early in the summer, a Drought Task
Force met weekly to track every community fhat
was particularly under stcess, directing some
mandatoty conservation and sorme voluntary con-
servation. A Water Resources Technical Advisoty
Committee was created, involving 16 people from
across the state
w, t b

Hach- The commitice met for lhe it ime ot
fall and is hel ping devebop a re: 1o the state
drought management plan, a " modelfor loea
communities in their drought response plans, and
guidance for local communities in creating water
conservation plans. The committee’s advice s also
being asked regarding regional water resource
planning.

Sloan said that a bill withdrawn in the last
legislative session (dueto the budget crsis) would
have required public water systems (o develop a
long-range plan, a drought plan, and a conserva-
tion plan, and would have provided funding to
hel p local_munici palities with regional planning
projects. The state is still working with the advi-
soty committeein two areas that need a regional
plan: notthern Sumner Count southern
Cumberland Plateau (Monteagle/ Tracy City area).
The Plateau has two distinct alternatives: to pipe
water from the Tennessee River, or to sustainably
capture enough from within the watershed. Sus-
tainable watersources need tobe alignedwith 50-
yearobjectives. Sioan said that Tennesse is No. 1
in the country in the area of freshwater biodiver-
sity, and we don’twant to losethat.

n asked whether the State is working
yith the USGS to determine whether Tennessee
s enough waler to support n increased
tion, Stoan said t did an excellent survey
several years ago i the Tennessce River water
sin. survey is being updated and will be
available on the TVA web ite

John Noel gets Governor's award

Our friend John Noel has received the 2008
Govemor's Lifetime Conservation Achievement
award for “exemplaty setvice” in envunnmenlal
stewardship. CONGRATULATIONS! "Frol
icy to persuasionto procuring fandetog coein
tion, John has been personally involved at levels
that have taken him fom the creek to the cap itol”
said Deputy TDEC Commissioner Paul Sloan dur-
ingthe awardsceremony.

John has been a lender in many important ef-
forts, |ncludmg one that kept sewage effluent from
draining into a fabulous cave system near Fa
Creek Falls StatePark. He serves on theboardsof
several active environmental groups, induding the
Tennessee Environmental Coundil and the South-
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ern Alliancefor Clean Energy. Among his greatest
current interests is energy policy and climate
change. He is a member of Cov. Bredesen’s Task
Force on Energy Policy, chairing an ad hioc commit-
tee to make energy efficiency recommendations
for state buildingsand state vehicles.

6. THE SMOKIES
{Section contributed by Tim Bigelow]

6A. Groups speak out to keep new pol-
tution out of Gt. Smoky Mountains
rence sponsoted. by the Na-
tional Parks Conservation Assaci NFCA), lo-
cal businesses, and organizations s b
Knoxville on July 2 10 bring atlention fo the Bush
Administration's propused change in an EPA
regulation that would result in worsening air pol-
uion in. the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park (GSMNP). The rules change, which is de-
scribed in_greater detail eisewhere in this NI
(388, would aler powerplant emissioneporting
requirement in a way that would lead to serious
underestimates of pollution increases in the park.
Nationwide, [t would make it easier for new coal-
fired power plants to be approved, and 6 such
few plants have alvsdy been proposcd witkin a
200-mile radius of the GS|
The NPCA organized eoversl press confer-
ences near national parks across the country
whose air quality is already poor and would be-
come much worse if the pro posed rules change is
finalized. GSMNP is not only the most heavily
visited national park, but it is also No. 1 in air pol-
lution. Local governments and businesses are
concernedabout the potential negative health and
economic im r.:c(s that worsening air pollution in
the parkwould haveonthe surroundingarea

WHAT YOU CAN DO: For further information
and action suggestions, visit sgmesgpcuon, of
call Lmds]:,y Bartsh, 415-9899921 x22. Also, see
988,

Four-party talks stalied on
North Shore Ro. ayment amount

At the end of 2007, the National Park Service
signed a Record of Decision to resolve the North
Shore Road obligation through a monetary settle-
ment to Swain County (NL379 95A1. The next
step is to replace the original 1943 Agreement,
wmch specified a new road, with a new agreement
orporates the monetary settlement in lieu
ol the North Shore Road. The four signatories
(NPS, TVA, Swain County (NC), and the state of
North Carolina) have had a few meeting to ac-
complish this, but as of June 26 no new “4-party
meeting” is scheduled.
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There is a possibility that Senator Elizabeth fered for sale, Theconcession contract is negoti-
Dole (R-NC) will support a $52 million settlement. atedthrough a competitive solicitation process.
Itis unknown whether or not she has informed the
NPSof this. There has been no meeting of Sen
Alexander (R-TN) and Rep. Shuler (O-NC) with 7. NATIONAL FOREST NEWS
the Sec. of Interior on this matter, and none had
beenscheduled asofthe above date.

Al the last meeting of the four parties, the TA. Fete of @ Cherokee Netionel Forest
negotiators attempted to arrive at figures that proposed Wiiderness Aree Is being
might be used for calculating the monetary value nuall- ed.
of the settlement on the basis of the value of the [Based on contributionsby SandraGoss
road that was inundated by Fontana Reservoir T et
andthe interest cate for the interveningtime. Fig- Among new Wildemess Areas for the south-
ures were proposed to which the NPS negotiators exn Cherokee Nanonal Forestproposed by a coali-
wereplanning to respond. tion of groups (of which TCWP is a member) is a

A number of Swar'n County ciizens believe 4,400-3cve perimeter addifion to the Big Frog Wil-
that Supt. Ditmanson may be waiting until after derness. The US Forest Service (USFS), by com-
the Nov. election before resunng the negotia- parison, has identified a potential wilderness less
tions. TCWP and other groups have contacted than one-tenth that size 365 actes) as the Big Frog
Supl. Ditmanson requesting that the issue be re- Wilderness Extension. Even worse, the USFS has
solved without undue delay. The pro-settiement recently issued an Environmental Assessment for

roup Citizens forthe Economic Future of Swain commercial timbering inthe Hogbackarea, part of
County has also urged Sen. Alexander to send a which lies within the conservationy's’ proposed
representative to the 4-party meetings to speed up new Wilderness addition. Some of this timbering
the resolution. would greatly enlarge wildlife openings. Particu-
larly teoubling is the proposal to build the spur of

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Senator Alex- 2 ne w permanent road 10 access the timber.
nd urgehim tog TCWP has signed on to a very well done re-
involved intheprocess. sponse letter crafted mainly by Southern Envi-

ronmental Law Center (SELC) attorney Sarah
Francisco for the Southern AEpalachian Forest

8. AT SEale ieanl sl et Coalition, Wildlaw, and Cherokee Forest Voices

North 8hore Road settiement funds (of whi'ch TCWP is a Board member). The Forest
A bill was approved by the NC state senate Service is considering limiting the activaties inthe
that calls for investing theNorth Shore Road sel- Perimeter area contingent on the conservation
tlement payment received by Swain County. The groups’ allowing the remainder of the project to

investments would be controlied by the stale Proceed without challenge,
treasurer. Investment income would be available ‘As of this writing the conservation groups
to the Swain County government on a yearly ba- and the Forest Service are finalizing a Memoran-
sis, but withdrawal of investment funds would re- Gum of Agreement, prepared by SELC, that out-
Auireappeovalby e tirds ofthe couaty. lines this understanding. To learn more about this
r further detas, see : project, or o invalve yourseli in activifies in the
icg? AID- area, contact Sandra Goss at 865-522-3809 or at

12.1- and(a@and akgoss com.

6D. LeConte Lodge 7B. Continuing efforts to raise funds
ing the Rocky Fork tract
GreatSmoky Mountains National Park Su- B et oy e e

perintendent Dale Ditmanson has announced that A considerable effort is .,,.dm,y 10 pur-
a new 10-year contract has been awarded to the chase and preserve the 10,000-acre Rodky Fork
operator of LeConte Lodge, the only overnig ht tract in the northem Cherokee National Forest
lodging fadlity in the Park. LeConte Lodge Lim- (NL275928). "This undisturbed area ies alongthe
ited Partnership, which has operated the lodge TN-NC border and had been of interest for pres-
since 1989, will continue to doso under the new ervation for years. The US Forest Service has
contract, which is_effective January 1, 2009. made the acquisition of Rocky Fork one of its
TheStokely Hospitality Enterprises (Sevierville highest priorities. The Appalachian Trail is adja-
and Knoxville) is the managing partner. The new cent tothe upper edge of Rocky Fork. The current
contract will allow expansion of services to pro owner, New Forestry LL.C, is asking nearly $40
vide, in addition to the traditronal overnight ac- million for the tract. (n June, a Mountain Expo
commodations, lunch to daytime visitors. Maps, event was held in nearby Erwin, TN, to increase

books and other ail inform: will also be of-




public awareness of the recreational activities in
the Rocky Fork area.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: (@) Urge Senators Alex-
ander and Corker (p. 2) to secure federal acquisi-
ton funds for Rocky Fork. () fyou can help -
nancially, contac he Appalachian Trail Conser-
rg/) ot the Con-

ancy (Www.
secvation Fan

7C. TCWP eubmits comments

on the Upper Tellico OHV Arse
[Contibutedby Tim Bigelow]

TCWP Executive Director Sandra Coss, sub-
mitted comments on beh alf of TCWP in su pport of
the Forest Service's acbon to limit the silt runoff
from the Upper Tellico OHV (off-highway vehicle)
area into the Tellico River watershed streams.
Each mile of these OHV trails sends an average of
35 tons of sediment to nearby streams eachyear.
The Tellico risesin North Carolina and flows into
Tennessee. The Upper Tellico OHV Area is lo-
cated 1n Tusquitee District of the Nantahala Na-
tional in westem

www.atvri i 0! 3

v_ay
@b District rangers made the decision to close
certain severely eroded OHV trails last winter to
minimize thesilt runoff during rainy seasons. An
environmentalassessment was drafted for thisac-
tion, which has now been challenged by OHV in-
terests (see related article 47D, below).

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Comments were due to
the ForestService by July9, 2006, but additional
individualcommentsor suggestions arestill

to live at: comments-southern-

7D.OHV groups threaten Forest Serv-

Ice with lawsult for protecting Tei-
lico River watershed
[Contributedby Tim Bigelow]

Several off-highway vehicle (OHV) recreation
organizations are threatening tosue theUS Forest
service for it action to temporarily close, last win-
terand in the future, some trails in the Upper Tel-
liso OHV area in North Carolina’s Nantahala NF.
An interesting twist to the story is that the Forest
Service took the action partially in response to
threatened legalaction by trout fishing organiza-
tions that are complaining that operation of the

area is causing excess siltation in the other-
wise pristine Tellico River watersh ed

e Forest Service has to inve st very heavl
in the maintenance of OHV areas (~$50 per O
visit) to keep erosion and runoff in check. Ta
minimize these damages, OHV areas in NC's na-
tional forestsare closed duringthewinter. Upper
Tellico is theonlyone thathad beenkeptopen.

7E. Forest Service
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rule cha U
The National Forest Manageme nt Act of 1976
requices (among other things) that th e Forest Serv-
ice(USFS) protect “viable populations” d various
species of wildlife inthe forests (the “viapops” re-
uirement). Another requirement is that the pub-
Tebe invited to participatein forest planning.

In 2005, the Bush Admnistration re-wrote the
management rules so as to eliminate the viapops
requirement and to severely restrict public par-
ticipation in planninﬁ, This re-write was threwn
outas theresult ofa jawsuit. But they nevergive
up. Three months ago, the USFS released a new
set of rules that differs only supeficially from the
one that was thrown out. This one has been chal-
fenged by Earthjusticeon behalf of a number of
conservalion groups.

8. NATIONAL ISSUES

8A.High gas pricee fuel propossis

for driiling In ANWR end OCS

The undeniablehardshipto large numbers of
people from rec(xd high gasoline prices has been
exploited by ans and oil interests by
promoting "ol extrection from environmentally
sensitive areas, incuding the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge and the Outer Continental Shelf
(OCS). Unfortunately, these dril roposalsare
beginning 1o sound like a very g idea 1o many
uninformed people who are being deliberately
misled by adveitising, media reports, and pander-
ingpoliticians.

Numerous speeches by Pres. Bush and Sen.
MacCain have promoted this drilling. There have
ako been sneaky attacks. For example, Minori
Leader McConnell (R-KY) attempted to atach an
amendment toa totaily unrelated Flood Insurance
bill; and Republicans in the House used the
budgetprocessto open ANWR!o drilling.

Two myths are bemg propagated: (a) we can
drill our way out of our oil dependency, and (b)
huge oil deposits on federal lands have been
locked up through actions of environmentalists.
Here are some facts pertaining to each of these fic-
tions.

(a) Even if every bitof oil under US control
were recovered, we wouldn’t have enough to
move the world market. While we consume 25%
of the world’s oil supply, we own only 3% of its
reserves. Any effect on gas prices would bemin-
ute, and such minute decreases would occur only
after a long lag period. Thus, the government's
Energy InformationAdministration has stated that
even if both coasts were opened to oil driting,
prices would not begin to drop until 2030. And



theDepartment of Energy has estimated thatdrill-
ingin the Arctic Refuge would lower the price at
thepumpby less thand cents per gallon - and that
nottill 20y ears from now!

(b) OF89 billionbarrels of recoverable oifbe-
tieved to lie offhore, the federal Mineral Man-
agement Service says 88% is NOW open to indus-
iy, moslly i the Gulf of Mexico and Alaskan wa-
ter. Far from being starved for resources, the oil
companyes area longways fromusing the ones to
which they alresdy have acoess Approcimaely
cres of federal lands — onshore and
affshoce.. are cumently undeclease by oifcompa-
nies. But (according 1o separate studies by the
House Natural Resources Committee and The
Wilderess Society), 68 million of these 90+ mil-
lionacres (i.e, 75%)arenot being used to produce
energy, among them many potentially highlypro-
ductive ones.  In view of this, a House bill has
been introduced to force thecompanies tostartus-
ing the leases they already have before getting any
more. It seems rather obvious that what the oil
comp aies are now kying 1o do s 0 exploit the
high - ice outrage to help them lock up e
Iaslau‘eul Tedorat lond beforeBush/Chency leave

What's the real problem? We are forgetting
that burning carbon-based fuels (in our vehicles,
in power plants) will increase global warming ata
time when we may be approaching the tipping
point toward catastrophe. ' Instead of making it
easier for usto consume evermore oil, we should
be doing everything to reduce our need for it
[This was well stated in a July 6 letler to the Kroz-
ville News Sentinel by TCWP Board member Pat
Mutholland]. Instead of ex pe rding our energy to
extract oif from the ground - and in the process
destroying me irreplaceable treasures -
should be dircting them toward solutions that
will slgniluinlly decrease our peed for oil (and

ust foreign oil). We need vehicles that need
e ed, ot oo il. We need convenient mass trars.
port e need renewableenergy sources and
efficient energy grids. None of this will lower gas
prices in the near future, but pretending thatOCS
or ANWR drilling will do 50 is a lie, and our poli-
ticians need tobe told this.

WRAT YOU CAN DO: Contactyou Co-
gressman and both senators (addresses on p.2)
andwll(hemliu(uddnlhngmA IWR, OCS,

and other federal lands will not lower gas prices
for decades and will add to, instead of solving,
future energy problems.
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88. Sen. Alexander objects
to EPA-proposed rules change
that would further worsan
alr quelity la aatioaal park:

EPA is preparing to finalize a Tules change
that would calculate the impact of new air-
pollution sources by using annual averages in-
stead of peak periodsf poltion. This manipula-
tion of the data would mask the true air-quality
impacts on national parks and would make it zaz-
ier to get EPA approval for building coal-fired
power ° plants near national _par

w.n,

Cur-

Fenily 30 Sush plants are under coneteuction in 14

states; an additional 100+ are in various stages of
planning. Scary!

Under current regulations, one in three na-

tional parks already suffers fom air poltution lev-

els that exceed federal health standards. Much of
that pollution comes from the burning of coal. In
June, the National Parks Conservation Associa-
tion's Dark jon'z0ns report

w, named
Great Smoky Mountains as one of ten national

rks most at risk from pollution from new coal.
iced pow er pla nits (see 6A, this NL). Others in
our region are Shenandoah and Mammoth Cave.
Among western parks most at risk are Zion, Capi-
toiReef, and Mesa Ver

Badair quality in the parkshas disastrousef-
fects on park resources, on visitor experience, on
the health of visitors and staff, and on the econ-
omyof regions surroundingthe parks.

National Parl rvice scientists have criti-
cized the proposed rules as providing “thelowest

ssible degree of protection” for 156 Class-1 areas
r:ndﬂ the Clean Air Act) that include our most
revered national parks and designated Wilder-
nesses. EPA scientists, have also objected to the
rule change, as np.mn’ the door to “lotally fnvo-
lous documentation” of emissions from coal-fired
lants that would “seriously underesti-
mate" pollution increases at affected national
parks. The proposal clearly comes from the top
and is being pushed in the remaining months of
the Bush Administration.

Senator Alexander recently wrote a letter to
EPA Administrator Sephen Johnson citing the
statem enls of NPS and EPA experts. The lefter is
co-signed by 7 other senators (4 Democrats, 3 Re-
publicans). Inan interview with Associated Press,
Alexander stated that he would urgeCongress to
overruleEPAIf the rule change is finalized. Halfa
dozen new coalfired power plants are planned
within a radius of the Smokies; 30 al-
readyoperate in the region.

'WHAT YOU CAN
(address p.2) and encourage



gressional action if the EPA rules change is final- ‘
ized.

8C. Commant parlod axtandad
on gnns In netional perks

Current Park Service officials have grave
concerns with the Department of Interior's pro-
posal to allow loaded guns in the parks (NL279
96B), andso does the Association of NationalPark
Rangers, the Coalition of National Park Service
Retirees, and many other organizations and indi-
viduals. Andso should now there is
again time foryouto express your concerns since
the comment period was extended to August 8 at
the re ucslnl Lnnsmsmml commifiees.

vlation (pushed by the National
Rifle Assonillon) would mandate that national
arks ailow visitors to have loaded and concealed
irearms if the state where that park is located al-
lows the same practice wn its state parks. NRA-
beholden senators sent Interior Secretary
Kempthorne a letter that .mmnly statesthatthe
ls from
having guns in parks. The acts are that ficeaqms
are allowed in parks as long as they are unloaded
andput away,e.g., in thetnmkofa vehicle.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Our national parks were
intended tob easafe haven for animals and peo-
ple. You can submityour comments rapidly and
effortlessty through a link on NPCA's informa-
tive, user-friendly web site at

www.npea.org/

:::ue Fodoso prior o the newAugust 8 dead-

80. Rule changes that would
facliitata mountsintop removal
are chellenged by two senators

‘The Office of Surface Minyng (OSM) s finaliz-
ing revisions in the stream-buffer-zone rule —
changes that would facilitate the type of coal sur-
face mining that removes mountain tops and fills
valleys with the waste. Now, the rule-making
process is being questioned by two senalors.

Since 1983, OSM regulaiions have stated that
“Noland within 100 ftof an intermittent or peren-
nial stream shall be disturbed by surface mining
operation ... ," thereby establishing a stream
buffer zone. The rule changes proposed by OSM
ast October would exempt certain activities from
having to meet this requirement, which would al-
low valleys 1o become filled with waste (NL276

).

Senators Jeff Bingaman (DNM) and Lamar
Alexander (R-TN) have asked the General Ac-
counting Office to review whether OSM violated
NEP A by limiting the scope and the analysis ofal-
tematives in the Draft’ Environmental lmgact
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Statement (EIS). Bingaman is thechair of the Sen-
ate Energy and Natural Resources Committee; Al-
exanderis a member ofthe Environment andPub-
lic Works Committee. In their letter to GAO the
<enators say that mountaintop removal *has far-
reaching negative effect on local citizens and the
environment.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Thank Sen. Alexander
(address p. 2) and to take whatever
other steps he can to stop mountaintop removal.

8E. The National Perk Service es
meneger of Wild & Scanic Rivers
Under the National Wild & Scenyc Rivers Act
of 1968, there are a number of entities that may
underiake o nagement of a WSR One of these is
the National Park Service (NPS)

« Of 168 rivers in the Nzlmnzlwild and Seenic
Rivers System, 28 are managed by NPSas part
oftheNational ParkSystem.

Arecent report by the NPS Wild & Scenic Rivers

Task Fork gave the agency mixed grades for its

management role, including a number of Fs.

(Among several issues cited was resource dam-

age from tabutary dams on the Obed.) The re-

port conduded that the NPS management ap-
rachwas inneed of a {

n May 2007, the Park Se rvee National Leader
ship Council announced creation of a service-
wide Wild & Scenic Rivers Program and a steer-
ingcommittee to investigate funding sources for
a national coordinator. The program would
consolidate management, facilitate employee
training, oversee outreach programs, and estab-
tish a management home for the rivers program
within the NPS.

The ruling in a lawsuit about a tribulary dam (in
the Buffalo watershed, Arkansas) setan im

tant legal precedent that provides protection for
National Wild & Scenic Rivers extending be-
yondthe national parkboundsties.

est one important way in which NUS

could greatly imp rove 1 management pecorm-
ance relative to WSRs. should strive to
eliminate (throug h federal land acquisition of in-
holdings) the serious risks to stil-unprotected
lands withinthe parkboundaries.

8F. Natlonal Perk Service hes
new SE Reglon director
[Information romanNPS newsrelease]

NPS has 7 regional directors. The newes! is
David Vela, who became Southeast Regional Di-
rector at the beginning of May. He came up
through the ranks, beginning in 981 as a park
ranger and subsequently becoming 3 supervisory

ark ranger and district ranger. Statting in 1998,
B served as superiniendent o, successively, thros
NISystem units: the George Washington Memo-



sial Parkway, Lyndon B. Johnson National His-
torical Park, and Palo Allo Battlefield National
HistoricSite. In 2002, hew as appointed the Texas
State Coordinator for the IntermountainRegion of
NPS,

The Southeast Region encompasses 66 parks
(including Wild & Scenic Rivers - see I8E, above)
in nine states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin [slands.
The Region welcomes over 60 million visitors a
year. It has a $204 million operating budget and
employs more than 2,600 people, including 174 at
the regional office in Atlanta.

WP has arranged for a small delegation to
meet with Mr. Vela concerning acquisition of re-
maining private lands within the Obed WSR
boundary (NL279 T14).

9. GLOBAL WARMING

9A. Climate Security Act supported
In the Senate - but not snough

On June 6, the Climate Security Act, S, 2191
(Lieberman-Warner) received majority support in
the Senate, but not theé0 votes neededto invoke
cloture. There were 48 ‘yes' votes on the floar,
rlns another six written statements of support
fom Senators who were unable to be present. It
was thus the first majority for a comprehensive
cap-and-trade system to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions. There were only 38 votes in
2005 and 43 votes in 2003, and these were cast for
legislaon substantially weaker thanS.2191. Even
that latest bill was only a good first step, and it
needed to be considerably strengthened  before
passage.

Some post mortemson $.2191's failure cited
bad timing. With record gas prices on theircon-
stituents mind, some senalors were worried about
sup porting I:pslzmn that would raise energy

paces. The Republican leade rship is more inter-
Eledin prole:lmg industry than the needs of the
planet (at one point they forced a complete hours-
long reading of the 492" page bill). [t was doubtful
whether all who supported cloture would have
voted for the bill on the floor without s ubstaatial
amendments.

One cldss of amendments would have ad-
dressed the use of the money ge nerated by the sale
of emissian permits to polluting industries. [n-
stead of investing these proceeds in clean tech-
nologies and jobs, some senalors supported re-
turning a sizable share to consumers as a cash re-
bate to help pay for higher energy bulls. (See 9B,

elow, for ano the use of the funds.)

An improved billis needed for nextyear. it
is to be hoped that the Novemberelection will re
sult ina Senate that notonlycan invoke cloture on

a climate-change bill but will also vote down
damaging amendments. Highon the list of these
are iresponsible proposals tha, instead of invest
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ing in sofutions and miti gations for global warm-
1ng, would use every dollar for rebates. It's hard
for politicians to say no to cash given directly to
their voters.

9B. Climate-change biil needs to help
c=onythnu survive global warming
the National Wildlife Federation, a
lumber of groups (representing conservationists,
hunters, anglers, birders, etc Jand resource agen-
cies are proposing that climate-change legislation
include provisions to help ecosystems survive
lobal warming. Specifically, a portion of the
funds generated by the sale of GHG-pollution
permits should be dedicated to this purpose This
isamong the key elements recently proposed bya
£70up of congrassmen for climate-change legisla-
tions (NL279 97C).

Cap-and-trade bills (such as S 2191 which re-
cently failed to be bmu?hl up in the Senate, see
99A, above), auction off pollution permits 0 in-
dustries that emit carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases (GHG). To help cwb global warming,
the bulk of the funds generated need to be in-
vested in clean technologies and jobs. Under the
NWF proposal, a small portion (5% of the total
value of the permits) would be given to natural-
resource agencies to protect wildlile and ecosys-
tems from global warming,

INWE alculates that between 2012and 2030,
$7.2billion peryear (a totai of $137billion) would
be dedicated to natural-resource protection. Over
40% of this (or -$3 billion peryear) would go to
state fish and wildlife agencies, the rest 5oin¥ to
the Land and Water Conservation Fund and fe
eral natural-resource agencies. The money to
states for global warming adaptaion measures
would require only a 10% match from states.

9C. Administration declares Mll
Heting ha [
.n its giobal-warming policie.

In mid-May, 5 months il legally re-

tued to act, the US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS)
clared the polar bear a threatened

delay occurred so the Bush Admiaistratis mnld

sell leases to miflions of acres of pome pular bear

habitat in the Chukchi Sea (Arctic Ocean) to oil

andgas companies.

Al the May-14 press conference called to an-
noun e the polarbear’slisting asa threatenedspe:
cies, Interior Secretary Kempthomne said: “To-
day's decision is based on three findings. First,
seaiceis vital 1o polar bear survival. Second, the
polar bears sea-ice habitat has dramatically
melted in recent decades. Third, computer models
suggest sea ice is likely to further recede in the fu-
ture” [The last two pomts were accomparxed by
dramatic graphic documentation.] He went onto
say that what had actually been observed is “con-




siderably les sea ice than the models are project-
scumented by another alarming map).
He projected that the bears were likely to become
endzngered in the foreseeablefuture - in this case
(Therefore, the “threatened,” rather

than endangered listing.|
came the telling part of the an-
nouncement. “Themost significant partof today’s
decision is what P esident Bush observed about
climate change policy last month. President Bush
noted that ‘The Clean Air A, the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), and the National Environ-
mental Policy Act were never meant to regulate
global climate change. The President is right.
Listing the polar bear as threatened can reduce
avoidable losses of polar bears. Butit should not
open the door to use the ESA to regulate green-
house gas emissions from automobiles, power
plants, andother sources. Thatwould bea wholly
i\aprmpriale use of the Endangered Species Act.
el ESA is not the right tool Lo set US. climate

policy.”

Thus, the Administration failed to identify
any concrete way in which the listing will improve
protection for the bear’ssea-ice habitat, thelossof

which prompted the listing.

9D. White House climete report, four

sessmient of the effects of climate change on vari-
ous regions of the country. This had not ben
done since 2000, and environmental groups ob-
tained a courtorderto force theBush administea-
tion toproduce the documentby the end ofMay.
The 271-page report by the National Science
and Technology Council’s Committee on Envi-
ronment and Natural Resourcesis entitled "Scien-
tific Assessment of the Effects of Global Change on
the United States” (http:// tinyurl.com/shojvS).
is dated May 2008 and has a 17-page executive
summary. While the document contains no new
science, itpulls together different U.S. studies and
localizes international reports into one compre-
hensive document required by law. Even though
it contains no new science, the report is notable
because it is something the Bush Administration
has fought in the past. One climate scientist de-
scribed 1t as "a litany of bad news in store for the

9E. GNG-generating Industries

spend millions to spread fear
with bogus Informstion

As the Congress gets closer (albeit by pain-
fully slow steps) to enacting legislation to curb
Creenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions, polluting in-
dustries are engaging in a multimillion-dollar ef-
fort to spread doubt and fear. The struggling US
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economy and ihe everrising energy prics ace
providing fertile ground for this propaganda. We

must do all we canto broadcast the truth and to
tell peopleaboutthe real science.

I recently received a 20-page professionally
produced mblmd with the title “Environment and
Climate News" published by an outfit called The
Heartland Finstite in Chicago

Lorg). Here is a small
samplingofthe articles:

* Cap-and-rade plans wil require deaconian life-
style restriction:

* EPA, CBO (Cnngmss!onal Budget Office) docu-
ment the high costs of proposed global warming
legislation

+ Global warming - frog decline link disproved.

+ Fears aboutpolarbear populations are refuted by
scientificforecasting.

© Hybrid vehicle owne s report adverse heath ef-
fi

len,
* Scores of pner-revnewed studies contradict global
warming alar

The e is alsoa Hearlland [nstitutead entiled:
“ds your child being educated or indoctrinated?”
that suggests steps you should take if “your child
[is] being forced to watch Al Gore’s p opaganda
film”

ects
* Gore refuses global warming prediction cha -
nge.

10. THE OAK RIDGE RESERVATION

in request
nlllpr-h.nllv. EIS for entire ORR
ias become apparent from newspaper re-
porls and other sources that the Department of
Ener gy (DOE) is preparing to irans fer ownership
of Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) Pa redl ED-3. This
would be yet another instance of disposing of a
separate, discrete part of ORR lands. A number of
orizmzluvns led by AFORR (Advocates for the

land-use decisions priof to completing a compre-
hensiveenvironmentalimpact statement (EIS) that
considers cumulative impacts of land-use actions
on the Reservation andon the su rounding region.
In theeletr, the ocganizations point out that »

the National Environmental Polxcy et (NEPA,
andby DOE Policy.

he o ganizations have repeatedly equested
preparation of a comprehensive EIS for the land-
use planning process and as a prerequisite for
land-management decisions at ORR. Transfer of
lands from federal ownership is an action that is
clea lygoverned by the requirementsof NEPA.



10B. ORR re: rch providing informa-
tlon of continental significance
[FromORNLnewsrelcase.6/26/08]
Portions of the ORR have been selected as a
core wildland site in the planned NSF-sponsored
National _ Ecological Observatory  Network
(NEON). This is a multi-decade continental-scale
research platforin supported by the National Sci-
ence Foundation. TheORR is one of 16 sites that
were selected across the continental USA to pro-
vide information related to climate change, biodi-
versity, invasive species, mfectious diseases, and
other areas of interest. Several areasof the ORR
will be intensively instrumented for measure-
ments of meteorology and cltmale, ex:hmge of
O, and other gases between the atmosphere and
vegetation, chemical and mwcmbmlogxul proper-
ties of soils and streams, an
ecological parameters. Data from the ORR site
will be integrated with data from other NEON
core sites and made available to scientists, stu-
dents, and the general public via internet portals.
For the past40 years, studies in the ORR have
focusedon the effecisof energy technology-driven
environmental changes on ecological processes
within forest ecosystems. The establishment of a
ORR NEON site wili enhance the historical and
ongoing DOE research. The network is expected
to_gather ecological data for more than 30 years.
‘ORNL scie ntist Pat Mulhdland (who serves on the
TCWP Board) is lead:i'ng the NEON effort on the
ORR.

Additional information is available at
3 rbranch.ornl.gov and
http://wwwneoninc.org.

11. TCWP MATTERS

11A. Upcoming activities
{Contributedby Carol Grametbaver,
with help of others, where indicated]

d of the Sequatchie outing - Saturday, [uly 19
We have a greal opportututy (0 get an early fook
at the Head o1 Ihe Lequatche, toe latest aqusr
tion for the Cumberland Trail State Park. TheSe-
quatchie River originates from two beautiful
springs at thehead of a narrow, scenicvalley. The
state recently acquired the area (~400 acres 12
miles southof Crossville) from Tennessee Parks &
Greenways Foundation, which had bought  the
unique site the year before to protect it from de-
velopment. By the time ofour visit, the Cumber-
land Trail SP staff, currently based in Crossvile,
plans tobe relocated tothe site.

¢ day will include remarks by a ranger,
well-known naturalist and TCWP Board member
Mary Lyna Dobson, short walks o both springs,
andlunchin a shady spot. We will apool irom
the NOAA site on lilinois Avenue in Oak Ridge,
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leaving at 8:30 a.m. EDT:or participants can meet
at8:45a.m. CDT at Homestead Baptist Church in
Crossville(directly across from the Hwy 127 en-
trance to Cumberland Mountain State Park) to
caravan fo the site. Wesr sturdy shoes and bring a
tunch. NOTE: Pre-registration is required for this
event: 1o register, or to find out more, call or e
mailSandra (contact informationabove).

What's lew at ljams Nature Cents
di

u

[Contributed byCindy Kendrick]
Stephen Lyn Bales, ljams Nature Center aaturalist
and author of Natural Hislories: Stories from the
Teunessee Valley, will shae stories old and new in
a presentation in the Craft Room, OakRidgeCivic
Center. The program will startat7

From its 20-acre beginning as the home of H.P.
and Aticeljams to its recent growth to more than
270 acres, ljams has drawn many visitors over its
long history. While it recently celebrated itsd3rd
anniversaty, its nature and environmental educa-
tion tradition canbe traced backover70 years. In
many ways, Aliceand H.P. ljams were this area's
original “green” family. In his taik, Bales willalso
describe the current programs and resources at
Jjams Nature Center. An owl and a snake will play
supportingroles.

= Saturday, July 26

Thiswillbe a repeat of last year's vety popular “In
the Creek” outing. The whole family can
this event, which will involve netting aquatic in-
sects and fish from the stream and leaming to
identify them. To carpool from Oak Ridge, meet
at9 a.m. at the NOAA site on lllinois Ave.; or meet
the group at the Clifty Creek site near Harriman at
10 am. EDT (for directions, e-mail Sandra - see
contact information above).

Bring 1) old sneakers to wear in the creek, 2)
lunch, 3) bug spray and 4) sun block. (There will
be loaner waders at the event ifyou dor't wantto
getwet.) Weexpect toreturnat about 1:30p.m.




ic. s =

Come help remove invasive exotic plants at the
TVA Small Wild Area at Worthington Cemetery
on the east end of Oak Ridge, and enjoy a pizza
picnic afterwards. This area dependson us annu-
ally removing exotic pest plants that threaten the
nativeplants. Thedleanupwillbegin at9 a.m.and
onclude with lunch around nooe. Farci anfs
should wear sturdy shoes and_gloves, and
loppers or sheats ¥ possible. Tools will dso by
available at the worksite.

e oy ke —

(Information contributed by Larry Pounds]
The Black Oak Ridge Conservation Easement

(BORCE), opened 10 the public in Ociober 2
includes 3073 acres on Black Oak Ridge and
McKinney Ridge in the western partof Oak Ridge.
The site contains hemlock-thododendron foresl,
beech-maple forest, andcedar barrens, as well as
some plant species unusual in this region, Plant
ecologist and TCWP Board member Larey Pounds
wil lead this Sunday afternoon leop hike on the
west end of the BORCE. We_will imeet a
the west end guard shack. The hik

TCWP Annual Meeting - Saturday, November |
Mark your calendar now for a day of talks and
hikes f......,.g the Cumbe rland T rail State Park,
aBobby Fulcher, Park manager; Tony Hook, man-
ager of the Cumberland Trail Conference; and Del
Tritt of Friends of the Cumberland Trail will up-
date us about the park, and the challenges and
opportunities it presents. The meeting, tobe held
al the Ridge BBQ restaurant at Cove Lake State
Pack, will get underway with coffee and breakfast
snacks at 9:30 a.m.; the program will start at 10.
We'll conclude with a brief business session, fol-
lowed by lunch at the restasrant.  After lunch,
the re will be a choice of hikesfo  those who are
terested. See the September NL for additional
formation about hiking options and advance regis-
tration.

Additional information on all TCWP activities may
be obtained from TCWP Executive Director Sandra
K. Goss at Sandry@sandrakgoss.cont ot at 865-522-
3809.

11B. Newsletter authorshlp

our attention to the multiple
authorship of this Newsletter. Three members
haveeach taken on most or all oftwo sections of
the NL: Cindy Kend rick 91 and 92, Tim Bigelow
§6and 9_7, and Carol Grametbas er §11 and §12.
Someprovided additionalarticles, as well It wasa
tremendous help for Lee (THANK YOU ALLY)
and an eye opener and educational experience for
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the contributing authors. We hope to expand this
participation in the future and urge others to come
forward and offer their amsistance (you can start
witha singlearticle, if you like).

11C. Volunteer opportunities
n addition to writers, we stil need volun-
teers bodly for numerous specifc tasks some
uite small and easy. Please refer to NL277 18A.
you've lost it, contact Sandra Goss at 865-522-

3809, or at Sandy .

TCWP frequently exhibis at festivals
througho ut East Tenmessee, spreading the word
about our organization andour work. We'd wel-
come your help in manning such exhibits for tim-
ited periods. A brief orientahon is provided for
anyone who volunteers to be a TCWP ambassador
at these events.

if you wishyou could do more about any of
the issues mentioned in this or other Newsletters,
don'tfeel you are too ignorantor powerless. Con-
tact Sandra and she'll get you in touch with the
right person whocanhelpyouget started

110. Recent events

(Contributed by Cindy Kendrick)
‘Three enthusiastic volunieers, under theable lead-
ership of volunteer Trail Steward Susan Donnelly,
cleared encroaching vegetation from the Delaware
loop of Oak Ridge's North Ridge Trail on Satur-
day, June 7. This shady segment features abun-
dantwildflowers along a cool creek. Photos ofthe

workday may be viewed at
ity W tew) be .shtml.
oth at City festival - June 20-21

(Contributed by SandraCoss)

The TCWP display was recently updated with
photos ofnur various efforts, including trailmain-
tenance, invasive exotic plant removal, informa-
tional meetings, and hikes and other outings. It
was set up in the TCWP booth at the Secret City
Festival in Oak Ridge. Thanks to Jean Bangham,
Tim Bigelow, Marion Burger, Virginia Dale, Carol
Grametbauer, Frank Hensley, Cindy Kendrick, Pat
Mulholland, and Hal Smith for their work in con-
nection with our booth.




X. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

+* CAL| AR
{Fordetails, check the referenced NLitem;or
contactSandra Goss, 865-522-3809, or
Sandra@sandrakgoss.com

«July 19, TCW1”s HeadoftheSequatchieouting
(see 1A, this NL).
2326, Cullowhee, NC (50 mi. W of
Piants in the
Landscape,Western Carolina 2 Universky (info
and registration malenal

o Julyz Talkby Lyn Bahs |,ams(see1nA is

. ]uly 26, Clifty Creek outing (see UA, this NL).

« August 1. Comment deadline for EA on oil-well
plugging in BSNRRA (see 93A, this NL).

« August 5, Crossville, TN, 4 p.m (CDT), John
Mckadden(Exee. Dir, Tenn Environmenta
Council) willspeakon wateissues thatfaceour
state, OWCA, at Common Ground, 185 Hood

Drive,

« August 7,Primary election:checkon yourcandi-
date’senvironmentalrecord(see 4D, this NL)!

« August8, new deadline for commenting on guns
in parks (see§8C, this NL)!

= Sept. 2223, Raleigh, NC, BiomassSouth2008:
Charting a Course for Biofuels, Biopower, and
Bioproducts. For info, contact John Bonitz,

eanene

« Sept. 27, al PublicLandsDay cleanup,
WorthingtonCemetery (see 111 this NL.).

* Oct. 1 Nashville, Natural Areas Association’s
39" National Conference, joinedby the National
Associationof ExoticPest PlantCouncils. Discus-
sionof ecological management will feature an
emphasis on invasive exotic species and the an-
ticipated influence of climate change. Vit

. (Also, see 15C, thiis NL).

« October 19, Black Oak Ridge Conservation Ease-
menthike(see{11A, this NL).

* November 1, TCWP Annual Meeting (see T11A,
thisNL).

* November 15, Oak Ridge Cedar Barren cleanup
(details tocomein SeptemberNL).

++ REGOURCES®

* The League of Women Voters of Tennessee has
recently updated its basic publication, “Howto
Votein Tennessee” to include new topicssuchas
provisional voting. Itis availableat www.lwy:
inorg.

* State grants for tree-plantingprojects
The Department of Agriculture, Forestry Divi-
sion, announces the availability of Tennessee Ag-
riculture Enhancement Program (TAEP) funds
forcommunitytreeplanting projects. Urban For-
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eshy project proposals areaccepted from city and
county governments, and private non-profitor-
ganizations for planting trees on publiclard,
suchas parks, sireets, greenways, orotherlocal
public places. T AEPgrant information pacels
that include applicalion forrs may be requested
(mm Bruce Webster. 615-837-54 34

oo by#:30p.m., August 15,2008,

«America’s Heritage for Sale, a recent report by the
National Parks Conservation Association (NL279
T6A)detaisinholding problemsin parksna-

und )whueoﬂmng.bluapnmuur&:am
gressmnal::hon Itadvocates increasing the
CE

inFY2009. Visi

© Fodor’s Green Travel: The worlds best eco-lodges and
earth-friendly hotels, Random House, paperback,
328 pages, $25.






