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12. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| Jssue Contact "Message!" or Action
1A | Completing Obed WSR 2US scnators; Rep. L Davis|“Obed needs appropriationfor soquisinginkoldings!”
2A | Frozen Head, major landadditions| Cemm, Fyke; TNC “Thankyoufor adding lands and protectingthem!”

3A | Rock mining on Cusnberland Trail| Committee chairs, members Support SB.4198/HB. 4198 (Non-coul surface mining law)

3B | Head of Sequatchie River Gov. Bredesen; TPGF | “Thank you for protecting this remarkable resource!™
aA I mining | C , members| “Support SB.3822/14B.3348 (Scenic Vistas Protection)!”
5A.B| Hiwassce and Pigeon Rivers See action boxes Take suggested actions 1o stop potlution of these rivers.
6A | Regulation of our watcr quality | Your state legistators “Stcongly oppose SB.4119/HB.4185 (Ltd. Resource Waters)!”
8A | Danger to small streams, weilands| Your US Senatorsand Rep. | “Co-spensor Clean Water Restoration Act, HR 2421/5.1870!"
10C.DTCWP needs help Sandra Goss Please volunieer a little of your time
Stars| Several in this NL. See star in themargin
Senator John Doe ‘The Hon. John Doe Pres. George W. Bush Govermor Phil Bredesen
United States Senate US. House of Represcntatives  The White House State Capitol
Washington. DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 Washinglon, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 372439872
202.456-1414; Fax 4562461 6157412001 Fax 615-52.9711
i T hil Jous
Dear Senator Do Dear Congeessman Doe Deas Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
Sincerely yours, Sincercty yours. Respectully yours, Respectfully yours,
Sen. BobCorker Sen. Lamur Alexander: Rep. Zach Wam;
Ph 202224-3343; FAX: 2022280566 Ph: 202-224-4944, FAX: 2022283398 Prone 202225 3271
em Jconiactefm  FAX:
Local: 8655454253 (FAX 545-4252) Local: 865-576-1976
800 Market St. Suite 121, Knoxsil1e37902 Web: wuw house.goviwamp

To call any Rep or Seaator, dial Conxmmonzl switchboard, 202- 224 3121, Tofind outaboulthestatusof bk, call 202.225.1772
URLs: hitp://sw.hous

With il to Congress sl low following he i scae, omier Taxing, phumng, and other modes of communication.

There is much contactinformation in our up-te-date Political Guide. Visitthe TCWPweb site (hllau/syw lowp oty

WHAT IS TCWP?
[TCWP (Tennessee Citizens for Planning) is dedicated to achieving and ‘protection of natural]
lands and waters by means of public ownership, legislation, or cooperation of the private sector. Whle our first focus|
is on the Cumbexland and Appalachian regions of East Tennessee, our efforts nny extend to the rest of the state and
the nation. TCWP's strength lies in researching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educating o
membership and the pnbhc, interacting with grotps having similar ob)zcmr:s, and working through the leglshhv:
d judicial branches of on the federal, state, and local levels.

TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd,, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 President: Jimmy Groton, 865-483-5799 (h)
Executive and Membership-Development Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809;
|Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, russelllb@s Internet: hittp:/ / www.t




1. OBED NEEDS and NEWS

1A.We must acqualet legisletors

with d for ecquisition funds

Fully one-fifth of the lands withinthe author-
ized boundary of the Obed Wild & Scenic River
(WSR) have no protection of any kind. This pri-
vately owned land is distributed among over 30
tracts, scattered up and down the gorges, that the
government has to date failed to acquire, even
though almost 32 years have elapsed since this
unit of the National Park System was authorized.
Anything could happen on these still privately-
owred tracts: condeminiums could be built on
them, or oil weils could be drilled xnd pmemlally
leak black goop into the rivers. If the Obed WSR is.
to remain the jewel that it s, these mhnldmgsneed
to be purchased by the National Park Service
(NPS). But to do this, the NPS needs to have
funds appropriated by Congress

Representatives of TCWP and other groups
have met with Representative Lincoln Davis (in
August) and with staff of Senators Corkerand Al-
exander (in June and February, m;pechvdy) urg-
ing them to help in securing an FY2009 Land &
Water Consecvation Fund (LWCF) appropriation
for the land purchases needed to complete our
spectacular Obed Wild & Scenic River. These leg-
islators have requested that concerned groups and
individuals write them letters in support of secur-
ing this funding. We hope very ouch that you
willwritesuch a leiter (see box ).

u may wish to use one or more of the

poink from the following background informa-
tion.

The Cumberland Plateau is a region that is in-
creasingly recognized as oneof the most biologi-
cally dwverse and scenic i the Americas. (The
Natural Resources Defense Council has desig-
nated the Plateau as an American BioGem.)

The Obed Wild & Scenic River (WSR) was
authorized in 1976. [t has been almost 32(1) years
since our Congress voted to secure the beautiful
Obedforall to enjoy.

The authorized boundary of the GWSR encom-
passes 5,100 acres, but over 1,000 acresstill have
no protection of any kind, even though the land
is locatedwtthin the boundaries of the park.

Most people are unaware that the Obed WSR is
incomplete and highly vulnerable. They believe
the Obed land has been secured.

For most of the 30+ inholdings, there are willing
sellers atappraisedrates.

* Being a small unit, the Obed WSR has been over-

looked within the NPSatall levels with respect to
acquisitionneeds.

The Obed has a growing national reputation with
paddlers and climbers.

The Cum berland Plateau has become a booming
real-es tate_market for residental development
Additionally, resource extraction (oil, gas, coal) is

1B.

1c.

NL278, 3/16/08 3

areal threat in the region. Therefore, acquisition
of mineral rights (as well as surface righs) is
needed.

Development of just a few (or possi bly even one)
of the presently private tracts in the Obed WSR
could seriously degrade the entire resource, de-
stroying its wild character, its viewshed, its out-
standing scenery, its water quality, and its bio-
logical diversity.

A relatively small expenditure of funds (an esti-
mated $4 million) could permanently securethis
resource beloved of whitewater ~enthusiasts,
sports clim bers, hikers, photographers, and na-
ture lovers.

Delaywould greatly increase the funds required
(real-estate costs in the region are escalatingat a
great pace). What's worse it could cause us to

fose one of the jewels of the National Ptk Sys-
tem.

An Obed outing for policy mekers

‘CWPis planning an Obed outing for policy
makers on Saturday, April 9, to acquaint ourlo-
cal, state, and national legislators and administm-
tors with the beauties and recreational opportuni-
ties of the Obed Wild & Scenic River (WSR). At-
tendance at the event will be by mvnauon Activi-
ties being planned are a rafi tri e. As
plans mature, we may be calling on some of our
mem bers for help. Stay tuned.

This yeer's annuel cleanup, May 3
This year's Obed cleanup event will be held
on the National River Cleanup Day, May 3. Rain
or shine, meetat the park's Visitor Centerin Wart-
burg at 9:00 a.m. (EDT) for travel to the Nemo and
Lilly Bluff areas. All ages are welcome! After the
trash pickup, NPS will provide hamburgers and
hot dogs at the Vis itor Center. Wear sturdy shoes
and bringworkgloves, hat, and bug repellant

Be sure to check the Calendar (Y11, this NL)
for another Obed event on April 12. For informa-
tion on additional Obed activities, contact joe



Zagorski, Chief of Interpretation, at 423-346.8901
Ext. 24, or joseph_zagorki@nps.gov.

2A.

2. THE GREATER FROZEN HEAD

Exp your gratitude for major
Frozen Head land additiona
We strongly supported and are deeply grate-
ful for the “Connecttng the Cumberlands” partner-
ship imitiative funded by the State of Tennessee,
TNC (The Nature Conservancy), and two timber
management companies (Lyme Timber ar d Con-
servation Forestry LLO). This $129M project pro-
tects, to varying degrees, 127,854acresof forested
lands in the Cumberlands, creates a vital wildlife
corridor, andmaintains economicbenefitsfor local
communities. The component parts of this project
were described in NL277 Q1A (write to us [see bot-
tom of p.1] if you would like to receive updated
figures).
A small and exquisite fraction of this pack-
age, 10,805 acres, was purchased outright ('in fee”)
and added to Frozen Head State Park and Natural
Atea, almost doubling the acreage of this gem of
our state-park system (which encompassed
~13,000 acres before that). Ofthe new land, 4,876
and 5,929 acres were acquired by TNC and the
State, respectively (according to TNC figures).
The fee area includes Bird and Love Mountains
(totaling about 3,000 acres), which lie to eitherside
ofthevalleyas you driveinto the Park, essentially
flanking the enirance. TCWP has for years advo-
cated state acquisition of these mountains. The
remaining ~8,000 acres ofthe fee area lie between
the northern edge of the "old" Park & Natural
Area and the upper Emory River and stretch
westward toward (but not reaching) US 27.
We are thrilled that this new, high-quality
Frozen Head land, which includes the headwaters
of the Emory River, has been added to the public
domain and we hope that it can now receive the
care and stewardship it deserves and needs
through protective management. Please add your
individual thanks to ours for this wonderful ini-
tiative (see action box below)
Although the acquisition of so much land in
such a short timeframe is an unprecedented hap-
pening, the Tennessee Department of Environ-
ment & Conservation (TDEC) has already taken a
number of important steps. in November, shortly
after the acquisition package was announced, the
Commisstoner published the public-use policy for
hunting and ATV use in the various units (sum-
marized on the webslke
ttp:// state.tn.us/ twra/ new:

Forthe Emory River acquisitions, e pcllty isas

follows:

* On Love and Bird Mountains (which encompass
~3,000 acres around the entrance to Frozen
Head, hunting and fishingwill not be permitted.
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* The remaining ~8,000 acres of the fee area, and
the ~19,000 acres of the Emory easement area,
are open to hunting and ATV use for individu-
als who are hunting with hunting licenses dur-
mga hunting season.

« ATV use for recreational purposes is not pernit-
ted on any of the Emory River prepetties.

TDEC, with a view to their mission of re
source protection and public safety, is also in
process of adding staff to Frozen Head, although
approval of new positions may be relatively slow
in coming. We understand that TWRA (the Ten-
nessee Wildlife Resources Agency) has recently
been engaged to supplement TDEC patrols. This
is an important aspect of assuringiterim protec-
tive measures during the time that it takesto de-
velop and implement a management plan (see
428, below). Interim measures should include, (a)
enforcing restriction of vehicles to official roads to
prevent serious damageto streams, wetlands, sen-

sitive plant communities, and cultural resources,
(b) creating a safety bufferbetween the “old" Park
& Natural Area (plus Bird Mountain). and the area
where huntingispermitted.

. Planning for management
{Contributed by Sandra Coss|

We applaud the State fer creating a Planning
Team to devise a Management Agreement for the
land purchased in fee as part of the Connecting
the Cumberlandsproject. See 24, above, forthe
extent and location of these “fee lands.” TCWP
Executive Director Sandra K. Goss is on the Plan-
ning Team, along with David Reister from the
Cumberland Trail Conference, Morgan County na-
tive Joru Lovegrove (Director of the Friends ofthe
Cumberland Trail, and founding member of the
Emory River Watershed Association), and three
men -- Mike Monroe, rrett, and Phil
Davis - who represent the Morgan County hunt-
ing community. The group met, for the first time,
on March 10 with TDEC Asst. Commissioner Mike
Carlton, Frozen Head Superintendent David Enge-
bretser, a number of TDEC staffers, and Alex
Wyss of TNC.



Creation of the Planning Team is an imy
tant element in a reasoned, open, and transparent
process. The state plans to activate a web pagebe-
fore theend of March that willenablethepublicto
comment on the uses of the Emory fee lands.
Check TCWP's web site (saww.tcwp.org) for the
fink. The Planning Team will work with the
Commissioner's announced publmuse policy for
hunting and ATV use (see 92A, above). Over the
next several months, they will develop an agree-
ment, which will then be the subject of public
wmeetings andadditional comment.

2C.Frozen Heed Stete Natursl Aree
Volunteer Teall Deys
can help maintain of repair the beautiful
trails of Frozen Head State Natural Area by par-
ticipating inoneor more of the monthly Volunteer
Trail Days. For the rest of this year, they are as
follows.
April5 Jul19 Oct18
ay 17 Aug23 Nov 15

Jun 21 Sep 20 Decé

Trails Day participani meet at 9 a m. atthe visitor
center. Specific trails to be worked will be an-
nounced the day of. The work day ends at 3 p.m.
Pleasewear sturdy hiking boots, bring a good pai
of work gloves, daypack with lunch and water.
Dress appropriately for weather conditions of the
day. For further information, please contact the
Park Office at 423-346-3318.

3. OTHER CUMBERLANOS

3A.Etforts to halt destructive rock
mining on the Cumberiand Trall,

The problem

(Infonnation provided by Sarah Franisco, SELC]

Over the past 10 years, the State of Tenessee
has been developing the Justin P. Wilson Cumber
land Trail State Park, which will eventually run
300 miles across the Cumberland Plateau, from
Cumberland Gap to Signal Point near Chatie-
nooga. Lastyear, a company that owns subsurface
minung rights to the Deep Creek Gorge section of
the Park used earth-movers to scrape up and re-
move sandstone racks from the surface for sale to
builders and landscapers (dimension stone). The
extraction stripped trees and other vegetation
from a mountainside and buried about 100 yards
of the trail. The scenes of destruction are sicken-
ing, and the erosion will, additionally, result in
water-quality degradation off-site. Whea the state
sued, the Hamlton County Court ruled that the
company’s action was legally within its mining
rights. To try to stop rock mining on parklands,
o0 actions arenow unides way: (3) i the courts,
and (b) inthe legislature.
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awsuit fo reverse the court decision
In October, the state appealed the decisionof
the Hamilton County Chancery Court to the Ten-
nessee Court of Appeal; their brief was due Febru-
ary 18 The mining company has 30 days to re-
spond, and oral arguments will probably be heard
3-4 months afterthat response. In the meantime, a
number of groups, including the Cumberland
Trail Conference and TCWP, have taken steps In
file an amicus curiae (Friends of the Court) brief in
support of the state. Additional groups are wel-
come to co-sign.

on
If the Harmilton County Court decision is
lowed to stand, not only the Cumberland Trail,
but other parklands will be at risk of destruction.
In approaching the problem from the legislative
angle, it becomes important how to define “mi-
eral rights.” Three bills currently before the Gen-
eral Assembly differ chiefly in that regard. The
state (IDEC) is backing the bill with the broadest
inclusion (limestone, dimension stone, marble,
chert, sand, and gravel), and TCWP is puttingits
support behind that bill as well. It is SB.4198
(Kyle)/ HB 4198 (Odom), the TN Non-Coal Sur-
face Micing Law. This provides “fr regulation
and control of surface mining so as to Ui
the injurious efectsof suchamining, including sull
ecosion, stream_pollution and contam
ter.” It also “revises permitting and Toniice
qmrmemsi or operators engaging in surface min-
ing.

.lutu will buy cave
of Sequetchle
Several months ago, the Tennessee Parks &

Greenways Foundation (TPGF) succeeded in ac-
|1\u|rmgi ‘magpnificent property around the head of

e Sequatchie River (NL277 94A). The Se-
quatchie comes gushing out of the ground in a
couple of springs at the head of its beautiful val-
ley. One of these springs issues from the base of
the massive entrance t0 a cave whose limestone
walls are decorated with ~1,000-year old images
made by people of the mound-building Mississip-

ian Era. The state of Tennessee will now buy (for
&My and preservethe cave and the 385 acres of
land surrounding thesprings.




The TCWP Service Committee is working to
arrange a summer outing to the area, probably for
July. We are grateful to TPGF for taking the initiat
actions for preserving this resource, and to Gov.
Bredesen’sadministration for adding itto thepub-
licdomainand assuring its preservation.

(Fram talk by Michacl Hodgc,
Interpretive Ranger at Frozen Head|
It's no wonder the Cumbertand Plateau has
been designated an American (not just North-

American) BioGem. Here is a recent estimate of
the numberof certaingroupsof specieson the Pla-

teau.
« Vascular plants 2,886
16

Saitmanders

* Birds 300+

Great habitat for migratory species.

concentration in the geographic ra

Cerulean Warbler, whose overall numi
declined by 70%.

Mammals 2 (my notes failed me)

Includes some re-introduced species, such as
elk nver ofter, blackbear.

Highest
e of the
ers have

Crayllsh
Mussels -20

Of special significance is the existenceof nu-
merous caves, especially in the broken-upwestern
escarpment of the Plateau. Thecave fauna is very
rich — isopods, insects, arachnids, salamanders,
bats (including the endangered Indiana Bat).

4. ATTEMPTS TO HALT
COAL-MINING DAMAGES

4A. Scenlc Vistss Protection blil seeks
to -up mountelntop removal

An unconventional, imaginative, and hope-

fully far-reaching bill is making its way through

the General Assembly. Even if only partially en-

acted, it would have a major beneficial effect on

surface coal mining in Tennessee. This bill,

SB.3822 (Finney R.),HB.3348 McDonald, the Sce-

nic Vistas Protection Act, has three major provi-

sions.
1. It requires a new EIS. The Comprehensive
Permutting EIS from the mid-1980s has never
been updated. Not long ago, OSM rejected
Gov. Bredesen's request to do so. The old EIS
did not use modern scientific methods and did

48B.
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not contemplate contemporary mining meth-
ods such as mountaintop removal or cross-
tidge mining. Part (a) of the bill providesthat
“no permit shall be issued or renewed ... for
any surface coal mining operation until a new
programmatic EIS addressing direct and indi-
rect site specific and cumulative impack is
completed and ... published in the Federal
Register ... *

0SMiis in process of amending its 100 ft Stream
Buffer Zone so as to make it optional (N1.276
§2). SB.3822/HB.3348 establishes a 300 ft. ri-
parian buffer zone. Thus, Part (b)(1) prohibits
the issuance of permits for “{sjurface coal op-
erations, or resulting waste, fill, or in-stream
treatment within ... 300 feet of any water of the
state,” except for “operations to improve the
qualty of ‘streams  previously disturbed by
minin

Port (5(2) peohibits any “surface coal mining
operations to alter or disturb any ridge line

ove 2,000 feet above sea level ..

“This bl has the strong support of members
of the faith-based commurity through a church
organization called LEAF. The state will not op-
pose it. As enpected, the coal industry (Knoxville-
based National Coal Corp.) is vigarously fighting
the bill, claiming (ason previous occasions) thatit
would take away private landholders’ constitu-
tional rights.

~

@

Seeking to ebollsh e mining-releted
Ppolicy thet endengers specles sur-
vivel In our rivers

L 199, the US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS)
issued a “biological opinion” that no coal-mining
operation anywhere in the USA would ever harm
threatenedor endangeredspecies, listed then orin
the future, on the assumption that the require-
ments of the 1977 Surface Mining Control & Rec-
lamation Act (SMCRA) provide sufficient protec-
tion, This bizarre opinion was formulated at lhe
request of the Office of Surface Mining (OS!
whichwas anxious to be absolved from mnsulnng
with FWS before issuing permits for surface-
mining operations. Increasingly, these have in-
volved mountaintop removal, which buries entire
streams (and we all know what that does to
aquaticspecies!).



On January 15 of this year, three national
conservation groups (NPCA, WWFE, the Center for
Biological Diversity) and the Tennessee W Idlife
Resources Agency (TWRA) filed a petition with
the FWS and OSM, seeking to overium the 199
biological opinion. All groups are represented by
the Southern Environmental Law Cener (SELC).
The Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservaton (TDEC) has written to FWS in sup-
port of the Petition.

Although the “opinion” applies nationwide,
this petition specifically focuses on the Clinchand
Powell Rivers and the Big South Fork Cumber-
land (BSF), all of whichhavebeenhardhit by sur-
face coal mining and particularly mountaintop
removal. The three rivers are part of the Tennes-
see and the Cumberland River systems, which
hosnhe greausl variety of aquatic species on the
contineni.  Within the past 10 years, however,
e sigoificant declines in aquatic
populations in these rivers, particularly in seg-
ments that are close to active mining. For exam-
Ple, in the BSF, on whose New River stem there
are 15 activecoalmine operations, 22 of 91 fishand
mussel species are at risk of extinction, with 7 of
them being federally listed. The Clinch River,
with 38 active coalmines in its upper watershed,
hasthe highest number of globally unpenlzdand
vulnerable freshwaterspediesin the

The petition requests FWS to revoke its 199
opinion. Once th s is done, OSM, as required by
law, will need to seek an assessment for sach min-
ing proposal of the impacts to at-risk species in the
affected watershed. At this time, when OSM's
proposed changes to the “stream bufler zone” rule
threaten to gut the protections of SMCRA (NE276
92), itis especially eriticalto void FWS's 1996 bio-
logical opinion, which never did have a scientific
or legal basis.

5. TENNESSEE RIVERS

SA.The Hiwa River I3 loaded with
mercury: send Olin e mes.
[From information provided by
Suzanne Wisdom. Oceana|
Oceana, a not-for-profit organization that
campaigns to protect and restore the world's
oceans, has focused on a mercuryadvisory for the
Hiwassee River. According 1o the
Chemical Company, at Charleston, Tennessee,
emits 1200 Ibs of mercury per year into the river.
This amount makes Olin the #1 polluter of mer-
cuty in the state and #8 nationwide. Attogether,
Tennessee s 15 in the country among states hav-
mghgl\mertulyermssmus
lin's d’l.lnrallsa.b plant uses outdated mer-
cury<ell technolo, roduce chlorine.  Mer-
cury, a harmfal pm uct of the process, can
build up in commercial and recreational fish. In
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fact, the Tenncssee Department of Environment
and Conservation has issued a fish-consumption
advisory for the portion of the Hiwassee River
where the Olin pant i locatedand hs fsted it o

impaired waterway due to mercury eontamina-
Fon. Over 0% of chbrine produced i the USA &5
made in plants that have either never used mer-
cuty or haveswitchedto mercuty-free technology.
1t is time for mercury-cell chlorine production, 4
technology dev ebped in 1894, to be abandoned in
favor of modern, mercury-free methods.

SB. Pigeon River Update
{Contributed by Sandra Goss)

A number of groups -- Clean Water Expected
in East TN (CWEET), the historical Dead Pigeon
River Council, Clean Water for NG and Warren
Wilson College - recentlysponsoreda RiverRally
in Canton, Notth Carolina, to bring attention to
the degraded quality of the Pigeon River down-
stream from the Evergreen Packaging paper mill
in NC. The company’s wastewater permit has ex-
pited, and the renewal applicaion s expected to

e released for public comment any day, probably
before our next Newsletter.

8C. Eest Fork Obey continues
to get TCWP ettention
he East Fork Obey forms one of the longest,
most pristine river gorges in the Eastern United
States, but in recent years it has been the subject to
intense development pressures of vanious kinds
Last September, TCWP, with a grant from the
Werld Widiite fund, orgarized 2 day long meet.
ing in Jamestown to heighten area residents’
awareness. of the threats 1o the watershed and to
empower them with information that would en-
able them to interact with various agencies con-
cerning water degradation (NL276 1C)

As part of the follow-up, efforts are now un-
der way 1o place four informafive articles in media
of the Overton and Fentress counties area, and to
hold related informational p ublic meetings. These
counties include the primacy watershed the East



Fork Obey. Look for more details in a future
Newsletter.
Lists of most polluted waters and

nfermation from
The Division of Water Quality Control has re-
leased the State’s 303(d) list - the most impaired
and polluted waters in the state. It may be viewed

of high-quelity streams
[

te.tn.us/ environment/ wpc, catios
12303306 Tor streams at the ciher e,
spectrum, the list of known High Quality Streams
(or portions thereof) in Tennessee can be viewed at
tate.t i wpe, icati

™

The highest category, Outstanding National
Resource Waters (ONRW, or Tier 1) is foliowed by
Tier-2 streams. For the latter group, degradation

not be authorized unless there is no reason-
able altemative to the activity that is being pro-
posed, or the degradation is in the public’s eco-
nomic or social interest. Some high-quality
streams that have not byt been evaluated may be
nuissing from theTier-2

Questions about any of the lists, or about
Tennessee's antidegradation policy, can be di-
rected to Creg Denton, 615-532-0699, or greg:
ory.denton@stal

Tenn: Center of Excellence for
Watershed Me.
[Extracted from article en the EPA website]

On 2/25, the University of Tennessee’s Insti-
tute for a Secure and Sustainable Environment
(ISSE) jointly with the Cumberland River Compact
(CRC) wererecognizedas the Centerof Excellence
for Watershed Management in Tennessee.
only the second Center of Excellence to be desig-
nated in the Southeast, and the first one that in-
volves a partnership between a university and a
non-governmental organization.

Through the Center of Excellence Program,
EPA affirms its commitment to determine what ac-
tions are needed to protect or restore impacted
waterways throughout Teanessee. The Center of
Excellence Program is a tool that will allow ISSE
and CRCto partnerwith organizations that have a
stake in watershed management and to pool re-
sources more effectively to improve Tennessee
waters. The Center will also be able to connect
graduate students and additional resources di-
rectly to watersheds where on-the-ground work is
being done.

A
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6. OTHER TENNESSEE NEWS

8A.Yet another major threat to the
uletion of our water quality,
88.4119/HB.4185
The Limited Resource Waters Bill 554119
(Southerland)/ HB.4185 (McCal'd) is a vel
of

£

ephemeral bodies of water thatflow primarily in
response to rainfall, forwh ch groundwateris not
asigaificant source, and that donot support a sig-
» ficant indigenous population of native fish of
aquatic Ife under the Water Qulity Conirol Act
is bill would ot only Jift protection from abeut
half of the streams in Tennessee, it would lead to
the destruction of adjacent land and scenic areas. A
significant portion of ephemeral streams rest in
mountainous areas with seasonal flows unable to
support aquatic life due to the terrai, but these
areas have great worth as recreational, natural,
and scenicareas to bothresidentsand tourists.
exempting “ephemeral bodies” of water
from protective requirements, any developer,
landowner, or industry can cover up, pi

, pol
lute, and destroy approximately 30,800 miles of
headwater streams with no regard to downstream
effects.

©8. £13 contract for Corridor X
to ba let by end of April
IContributed by Sandra Gess|
According to a March 4 article in the Cleve-
land Banner, TOOT plans to sign a contract for a
new EIS for Corridor-K road construction (N1.277
E) by theend of April. Corrdor K traversesthe
Forest. The article
elirEey stedy cookbs completed within 36
months, concurrently with the engineering and de-
sign work for the road. TCWP is asking those in-
terested to contact Sandra at 865.522-3809 or
if they are willing to
participate in an ad-hoc analysis group that will
address the notion of simutianeous EIS and engi-
neering/ designwork.

6C. Conservetion items in

Gov. Bredesen’s FY 2008/09 budget
Fully haif of the “Resource and Regulat on”
portion of the state’s budget ($406.4 Mtotal) is ap-
portioned to Environment & Conservation (§202.6
M). The FY 09 “Improvements” include the fol-
lowing
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HertageConservationTust Fund, $10M Recently, TCWP President and Vice-
-LandsAcquisition Fund, $4. Presidentlimmy Groton andFrank Hensley, along
“Wetlands Acquisition Fund, Jeom with Executive Dicector Sandra K. Goss, met with
‘Water Resource Management, $2 M TV A Project Manager Erin Prichard todisc ssthe
For a year when money is very tight, these sums Watts Bar Land Ma nagement Plan, specifically the
arenot bad! Breeder Reactor Ste. It appears that in TVA's Pre-

ferred Alternative, the major portion of the site

6D. Cherokee Forest Volces’ activitie. (approx. 758 acres of a total 1,195) will now beal-
(infer matienfromSandra Goss| located to zone 2, namely, TVA Project Opera-
The Cherokee is Tennessee's only national tions. In the coming year, TVA is planning to
forest. TCWPExecutive Director SandraGoss and conduct a study to determine whether the site
PresidentJimmy Groton recently attended the an- would be useful for a powergeneratingfacility.
rual meeling of Cherokee Forest Voices (CFV), of Further, as we requested, TVA is proposing
whid is a member and supporter. The to add 110acres ofriparianland along the riverto
wrote sn extensive repor which may be requesied Zone 3 (Sensitive Resource Management). With
from Sand ra \mong this 110 acres and the previously approved 62
the numero us forest-i managemenl issues in whlch acres of riparian land, the entire 4.3 miles of shore-
is actively involved are: designation of OId line will be preserved. In addition the Grassy
Growth, forest health, trail work, ORV problems, Cove Habitat (265 acres) is allocated Zone 3, mak-
non-native invasive species, and restoration pro. ing a total of 437 acres allocated to Sensitive Re-
jects involving monoculture from past manage- suurceManzgeme
ment, fire-adapted ecosystems, riparian habitat, S Fish and Wildlife Service has asked
rarecommunities, waterquality,etc. TVA mdo formalconsultationfor the endangered
CFV is a membership organization and wel- mussels that are located along the banks of the
comes volunteers and members to help with mou- Breeder Site. TV Astaff isin the processof pre P
toring the forest. For more information contact ing a biological assessment that USFWS will
Executive Director Catherine Murray at 423-929- view and comment on. The entire process could
mincat/@earthlink.net. take uptod months.
All final decisions on the Watts Bar Plan’s
zone allocations will be made by the TVA Board.
. After the EIS is released, probably this summer,
7. TVA: WATTS BAR PLAN and ether ‘here will be 4 30-day public.comment peciod be.
matters fore the Board makes a decision at its subsequent
meeting,
TA. Final W r Plan mey Incorpo-

rata some TCWP tions 78.TVA encouraging energy

[Contributedbys: 5] conservetion by customers

In December, TCWP commented in consider- 1t's been a rough year for electric-power de-
abledetail on the DraftWatts Bar Reservoir Land mands (and therefore for greenhouse  gases re-
Management Plan. ®ur analysis of parcel alloca- |m¢d into the atmosphere). In August, TVA met
tions under the two ac ‘on Alternatives showed 3 all-time summer records for electric-power de-
that almost two-thirds of the difference (in terms mand and inJanuary twoall-timewinter records.
of acreage) resided at and around the site of the in late Janviacy, the agency made availabie a free
former Clinch River Breeder Reactor in the Oak energy efficiency kit for ahose of ity power cus-

e Reservation (NLZ75 Y4A). For that site, {omers who take a home energy audit on the weh
TCWP along with Advocates for u.e Oak Ridge m«mmnﬁhlmm may reque:

 (AFORR), proposed a makd a chy of the audit from your Clocal po power e
. an arrayof 2one allocations that i or.)

ThedTrom either of the Alternatives. The details, Those who complete the audst will receive a
with a map, were outlined in an insert to NL275 personalized energy-profile report that lists spe-
and thus made available to TCWP members and cific actions they can take to reduce energy con-
others tousefor their comuments ontheDraftEIS. sumption. They'll also receive a kit including a

In addition to submitting this proposal as How to Save brochure, two compact fluorescent
part of our organizational comments, we sent light bulbs, a filter whistle that warms when the
separate letters to TVA’s VP of Econom ¢ Devel- heating/cooling system filter is clogged, and sev-
opment, fohn Bradley, and to TVA Board member eral other small devices
Susan Williams. This was a new, more intense
approach tovoicingour concerns. SusanWilliams 7C.TVA's ransweble-energy program

and staff toured the site (NL276 6), having
viewed the map that detaried our recommenda-
tions.

deemed Insutficlent
Forseveral years now, TVA has conducted its
Green Power Switch program through which cus-



tomers can voluntarily addto |lweirmanlhly bills a
electricity

sources. Thereare now 13,000 pam cipan® in the
Program, but less that 1% of TVA's electric
ity comes from renewable sources. These include
wind power from the 18-turbine facility on Buffalo
Mountain, some small solar-power sites scattered
through the7-stateservice area, and methanefrom
aMemphis wastewatertreatmentplant

During a TVA-sponsored hearing of experts
in early March, some thought that the utility
should be able to meet 20% of its power demand
from renewable sources by 2020, while others felt
that only half that proportion was realistic. All
agreed that an aggressiveenergy-conservationand
~efficiency program needed to be combined with
the use of renewable energy sources.

7D. North Carolina hes sued TVA over
emlissions from coal-fired plants
missions from the Bull Run and Kingston
coakired power plants (in Anderson and Roane
are carrie
Mmmlams and into Western North Carolina. ln
2006, the state sued TVA, alleging that this air pol-
lution adversely affects he healih and well-bing
of resident of that region, which, among other
things, as the state’s highest incidenceof asthma.
‘The plaintiff is asking the court to order TVA to
reduce emissions to levels comparable with those
generatedby NC's14 coal-fired powerplants.
TVA's motion to_dismiss the
jected in Februmy:, and theleial willbogin in July
in Asheville. TVA is also facing an air-pollution
suit against its coal-fired Colbert gnwer plant in
northwestern Alabama (INL275 §4B.

8. NATIONAL NEWS

BA. The badly needed
Clean Water Restoration Act
1 supported by Gov. Bredesen
artially based on a
New YorkT imeseditorial of March 7]

Tn a 2006 decision(Rapanos vs. US), theSu
preme Court seriously narrowed the scope of the
1972 CleanWaterAct. Splitting the difference ina
4:4 tie concerning what types of waters were pro-
tected by the Ad, Justice Kennedy held that re-
mote wetlands and isolated streams deserved pro-
tection only ifregulatorscould show a “significant
nexus” — a physicalor biological connection —to
a navigable body of water somewhere down-
stream. Justice Kennedy's test has now effeclively
become the law of the land, with unfortunate re-
sults (NL273 17B). Predictably, indusiries have
used the Kennedy opinion as a legal shield, claim-
ing that they are only polluting isolated waters.
Meanwhile, regulators are wasting tune and
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money on efforts to determine whether a water
body is "significantly” connected to 2 navigable
one downsiream. The dangerous Limited Re-
source Waters bill currently before theT ennessee
legislature (46A, this NL) exhibits much kinship
withthat Supreme Courtdecision.
HR.2421/5.1870, theCleanWater Restoration
Act, is currently before the Congress. Tennessee's
Governor Bredesen wrote a strong letter in sup-
ort of the bill to o Sentors, sayin; “By cuting
ck on the scope of the waters protected under
federatlaw, theGourt hasjeopardized the clearin-
tent of the Clean Water Act -- 1o ensure that eve:
community in the nation has access to clean, safe
water.” He also notes the uncertainty and confu-
sioncaused bythe Court’s decision and points out
that the bill would address these problems “with
a simple, steaightforward fix. .. (Il neither adds
new jurisdictional waters nor alters the pemulh ng
rocess, but rather restores Clean Water Act pro-
tections tothose that existed Iordecadeshelme the
recentSupremeCourt decisions.”

Blofuels: e sclentific look at
the harm from land-use changes
{information from the NY Times
£2/8 and 1/15/08]

Most people and politicians (especially those
from corn-producing states) have been comfort-
abk in the lhuughl ot biofuek could giveusen-
ergy independence as well as reducing green-
house c g2 (CHC) ems.ons Others (including the
T lewsletter — INL276/8C, NL275/6C,
NLGlsc NL273/8F, zn/7B) have been quite
cautious on the subject. Now, for the first time,
two scientific studies take a detailed, comprehen-
sive look at the CHG emissions resulting from the
conversion of huge amounts of natural land to
cropl andto sup port biofuels development. The
two studes, by T.Searchinger etal. and by J. Far-

ione et al, were published n Science in mid-
‘ebruary.

The productions ofalmostall biofuels hasre-
sulted - directly or indicectly - in new lands being
cleared, either for fuel oc food. When natural eco-
systems are converted to croplands, GHG emis-
sions are increased by two circumstances: (a) the
areas are burned and plowed withgas- or diesel-
powered machinery (putting CO; into the atmos-
phere), and (b) the surface is depry'ved of the for-
ests or grasslands that normally provide natural




“sponges” forthe absorptionof carbon emissions.
Growing the fuel crops also requires fertilizers
manufactureswith GHG-producing fuels, and it
sonsumes huge amounts of water. Previous
analyseshave generally left outthe factors ofland-
use change. Biofuels have been dressed up as the
silver bullet, and biofuels production has been
heavily subsidized, both in Europe ard in North
America On February 8, ten of the USA’s most
ednent ecologists and environmental biologists
sent a letter to Pres. Bush and Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi urging a reform in biofuels policies

Biofuels can still play a beneficial role if bet-

ter sustainability critetia are used, and the U.N.

a panel toanalyze the

roblem. Thus, sugac cane grown n Bazil akes

ttle energy to grow and to convert into fuel. At-

tention should alsobe devaled to developing bio-
fuels that do not requice cropping, such as those
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[t is also interesting to look at the scores of
the three Senators who are currently in conten-
tion for the presidency. In doing so, it must be
noted that, in the computation of averages, LCV.
counts absence for a vote the same as an anti-
environmental vote, Of necessity, campaigning

07.

often entailsabsences, especially ir 20
2007
Clinton 73 89 87
[Obama | 67 | %
[McCaimn |0 | @1 |

102007, McCainwasabsentfor every oneofthels
key votes, while Clinton and Obama were absent
foronly 4ea

Final y, here are thescoresforthe Tennessee

Immagncullunlw:ste products. delegation.
he European Union is abanon ; et
el peaniUnon 5o [Neme — TDisie.| 2007 | 2006 | Gifeine
on certain kids of land, including forests, wet- Rearndsr T =T B T T [ &
lands, or grasslands. Paim-oil has e =151 —
alceady led to the destruction of many millions of %’ - =
acres that had provided habitat for IQUSE
and other endangered wildlife. g::l; E R : =
amp. 1
8C. Environmentel Scorecard Davig L = Z 7
Once again the non-partisan League of Con- Cooper D & 8
servation Voters has published its annual ratings Gordon > &7 64
of Congress on environmental issues. The Soore- Blackburn R 2
card represents the consensus of experts from Tanner 5D | 7 F; 41
about 20 respected organizations who select the Cohen | 9: = %

votes on which Members of Congress are graded.
These votes pertain to the most important issues of
the year, and they il n( a type that presents legis-
lators with a real scores for members
of the Senate and House were calculated on the
basasoHSandZDvoles,respem ly.

n 2007, Congress finally began moving to-
wixd a clean energy future, and there was real
progress on some other environmental issues as
well. This was largely due to the rew leadership
n both Houses, and (o many new members who
wereelectedin 2006. For 5 and 6 key committees,
Tespectively, in Senate and House, it is interesting
to compare the ratings of the 2007 chairpersons
with those of the ranking members, who had
chaired the respective comnittees the year before.
Average ratings areasfollows:

Chairperson Ranking member
Senate 83 11

House 78

S

Simularly, for the leadershi p ofth

6D. Energy corridors
thresten public lands
(information frem
WildernessSoc. Newsletter]

TheBush Administrationis proposing 6,000
mdes of wmdors, ranging up to 5 miles in width,
for p wer lines funring thro lhlough
nearly thres milio s acves of publi
would connect exiting and proposed coal,
power plants. The activily is seen as a frantic end-
of-Administration attempt to lock in a “smoke-
stack program” belore transitions to renewable
ena’ﬂ can lake ptace. One 3,500ft-wide corndor
wor t a 20mile swath through the southern
portion of Utah’s magnifi ent Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument.

ublic hearings have beeo completed on the
draft plan, and the final plan is expected by the
end of the year.

bodies:

Majority (Dems.) | Minority (Repubs). |

[ T
Senate | 91 | 7 I
‘__W 87 1 3 1




9. OAK RIDGE AND NEAR!

9A. North Ridge Trell Ready for Visitors
[Contributed by Sandra Edwards|

The7.5-mile North RidgeTrail, developed by

TCWP about four decadesagoandnowpartof the
Oak Ridge Greenways system, is read{ for new
users, Signs at each of the entrances have been
erected, and information about the trail, its length

and dllilcultv :in be  accessed at

The (r:nl, wluch was desl nated a National
and a Stat Recreation Traiin 1573, has many ac-
cesses,andonecanhikea littledistance or theen-
lice way. Pet are welcome (on the leash).
TCWP's Trail Steward Susan Donnelly com-
mented, “We're lucky to have the North Ridge
Trail, where you can leave the city behind and en-
joy a woodiand experience in a matter of min-
utes.” The trail is located within the city's exten-
sive north ern greenbelt. Donnelly, an ultra un ner,
has stewas ded the trail for the past several y ears.
“I ask hikers to letme know about downed trees
andother problems through the trail-conditionre-

on  the  TCWP  webste,

There are 13 access points tothe7.5
which has many additional miles of side eals,
The main entrances are Endicott Ln; Outer Drat
Georgia Ave and Delaware Ave; Orchard Ln;
Walker Ln; Wedgewood Rd; Tllinois Ave at W.
Outer Dr; W. Outer Dr (west of #852). TCWP,
whichdeveloped thetrail hasmaintained itfor the
past 4 decades. The City of Oak Ridge Recreation
and Parks Department also helps with major
maintenance chores such as clearing downed
trees.

A hike and workday are planned for Na-
tional Trails Day, Saturday, June 7. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Details will be announced
later.

Public review of Knoxville/Knox
County Plan Is under wey

The final draft of the Knoxwille-Knox County
Comprehenstve Park, Recreation and Greemways Plan
is now available for public review and comment,

You may download a PDF of the draft plan at
http:/ /archive knoxmpe.org/ plans/parks/ EB;;E[

gp_draft jan0S.pdf
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10. TCwP

10A, Upoaming sctivities

nnxurlTCWPExcmnvc etk Gons o865
at Sandre@sandrakgoss.com)

Conservi ive fis they

[Conlnhuled Carol Grametbauer]

The rare and beautiful nahve fishes of the
southern Appalachians, the threats they face, and
theworkthatis being done to conserve them will
be the subject of TCWP's next quarterly member-
ship meeting.

A presentation by John Tullock, outreach di-
rector for Conservation Fisheries (CFD in Knox-
ville, will feature still images and video of fish
from streams and rivers throughout our region,
and willexplain the work of this Knoxville-based,
nonprofit organization dedicated to the preserva-
tionof aquatic biodiversit

CFlpropagates the region's rarest fishes, with
the goal of restoring populations that have been
eliminated because of poilution or habitat destruc-
tion. Theorganization alsomoniters the status of
populations of rare fishes throughout the South-
east, using non-invasive monitoring techniques.
CFI received the National Fisheries and Habitat
Conservation Award from the U.S. Fish and Wild-
Iife Service in 2007 and Tennessee Clean Water
Network's River Champions Award in 2006.

JohnTutlock has served onCFI's board ofdi-
reclnrs since the group was incorporated in 1993,

advocate for aq
since :olleg He holds a masters degree in z00l-
ogy from the University of Tennessee. Tullock has
written 13 books on aquarium keeping, including
Natural Reef Aguirinm s, which s in its 5 printing.

The April 3 talk will start at 7 p.m. in the
Craft Room of the Oak Ridge Civic Center.

'Lmv_nlma_r_mn.mm

foe ‘Greenway Yehind ihe Oak Ridge Garden
Apartments (now named Rol Apan ments)
is one of the best wildflower trails in the county.
You can take advantage of the flower-viewing op-
portunity while helping us banish garlicmustard,
a very invasive exotic that threatens to overtake
this beautiful woodland, pushing out native
plants.

Volunteers should meet at 900 am. in the
parking lot behind the apartment building at the
top of West Vanderbilt Avenue. Wear sturdy
shoes and weather-appropriate clothes. Bring a
digging spike or similar tool if you own one.

Bird-watching hike at Frozen Head -
Saturday, May 31

Chuck Estes will lead a ~4-mile hike with
plenty of bird-watching opportunities. Meet at 8



a.m. (EDT) at the gate for the jeep trail at theend
of the camy grnunf We will hike the jeep trai for
about 2 miles to the first gap (gaining about 1,000
feat). looking for warblers and especially the Ceru-
lean Warbler. Frozen Head is prime nesting terri-
tory for the Cerulean Warbler, which loves the
canopy of the high elevation mountains of the
Cumberland Plateas. This hike will provide an
excellent opportunity tosee this bird. We will re-
turn down the jeep trail. Bring plenty of water
and a lunch snack. Wear sturdy shoes.” Total tnp
timewillbe aboutS-6hours.

10B. Use your new Politicel auu-
a special mailing a few week

you the 2008 Political Guide. Whi
resemblesthe 2007 Guide, it containsmany impor-
tant updates for which we are most geatehul to
Carol Grametbauer.

Please store the 2008 Guideina safe andac-
cessible spotand use it often. There are numerous
suggested actions in this current Newsletter for
which youllneed theGuide,

10C. Ambassadors for TCWP needed

for thre: th Doy ovents
[Contrbuted bySandra Gass|

- Help wil be needed orthe Fllowg theeeven,
held on siccessive Saturdays in Ap

. EarlhDa%atBls'ellPark ,Oak Rvdge, 412

« Discover Fest, Wartburg,4/19

* Eart hFesl, PeIhsslpPl State Main Campus, 4/26
TCWP will be participating in all three of

these Earlh Dﬂy events, and we have an urgent

need for ambassadors to staff our boo h for two-

hourshifs. Ambassadors willbe provided a brief,

effective orientation about the display and hand-

outs. This is a rerfecl job for those who enjoy

meeting people, feel pasionate about planet pro-

tection, andareableto getto the event. For more

information call Sandra at 865-522-3809 or e-mail

Stadts of available shifts (2 hourseach).

April 12 m (includesbreakdown)

‘April 19: 900 ineludes setup), 11:00, 100,300

April 26: 11:00, 1:00, 3:00, 5:00 (includ es break-
down at? p.m.)

100D. Other
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Bar-Clinch Watershed Team for a trail mainte-
nance work day at TVA’s Whites Creek Small
Wild Area (SWA) in Rhea County. TCWP orga-
nized appmxxmalelg; 23 vnlumeers including 16
membe. from Westel
who just happened to be i the pa(kmg ot for a
short day hike. The scouts and troop leaders were
good sports and helped ferry equipment and suj
plies up the trail to help build a small footbridge.
During the outing, participants mapped the trail
with aGPS unit, cleared downed trees, and built a
footbridge to ease crossing of a gully. TCWP has
partnered with TVA since 1984 to eahance and
protect natural resources at Whites Creek SWA
and other places throughout east Tennessee as
part of TCWP's ongoing slewﬂrdshrp efforts.

We plan to hold another informal work day
later in the. winter or early spring when the
weather is warm enough to paint but hopefully
before the leaves are on the trees. Chores remain-
ing are blazing the trail to mark the path clearly
for hikers and marking the western boundary of
theTCWPland.

Despite !he fact that this event was “can-
celed” by email, due to predictions of major
snowfalls (which did not materialize) and strong,
icy winds {which did), about 15 people showed up
and worked bravely in the cold weather. Thank
youl

10F. TCWP members In the news

* TCWP Board member Patrick Mulholland is the
lead author of a SCIENCE article on the critical
role that small streams (down to 1 meter across)
play in removing hannful nitro e pollution from
watersheds. These streams need to remain open
and buffered from development (Source: SCI-
ENCE, 3/11/08; AP story of 3/13). Let that be a
lesson forthose in federal and state governments
whose actions have potentially huge impacts on
small streams (see, e.g., NL277 {3A; §8A. this NL).

« Former executive director and mtmul TCWP
Service Committee member Li has
opened the Norris Animal Hos[al(il (494 5501) on
Andersonville Highway. She owns a veteri-
rary housecall practice servicing Oak. Rnd!e and
surroundings. (Source: The Oak Ridger, 3/4/08)

We do need vul\x\leers badly for numerous
specific tasks, some quite small. ~ Please refer to
NL277 §8A. If you've lost it, contact Sandra Goss
at 865-522-3809, or at Sandra@sandrakgoss.com].

rt on selected past activities
ork day in the White

nt
SWA, January 26
[Cnmnbuudh yJimmyGroton]
Saturday, fanuary 26, TCWP jotned
TVA'S Natural Horitage Resources staifand Watks

11. JOB OPENINGS; CALENDAR;
RESOURCES

NPS Internship.

TheNationalPark Service’s Southeast Exotic
Plant Management Team is looking for dedicated
interns. The Team seeks to reduce the threat of
invasive, non-native vegetation to sensitive re-
sources. Interns receive a weekly stipend, per



diem pay for travel expenses, ,and a possible
AmeriCorps Education Award. Some housing as-
sistance may be available. Health insurance is
provided. For more information, contact Nang
Fraley at 828-296-0850, ext. 100, or Toby Obenauer
at 828-674-8524.

¢ CALENDAR
(Fordetals, checkthe rofeanced NL tem; orcontac
SandraGoss, 865

* March27-29, Soulhe:s| LandTrust Canluenm,
Montreat, NC. Vi Jta.ory ore-
mail trainin, It.‘l .0V

« March 29, Norris River Bluff Small Wild Area,
annual spring wildflower walk. Guided walks
startat 10 a.m.and atl p.m. The moderately dif-
ficult wailis 234 mileloop. For further info cll
MichaeiScott at865-426-74

« March 31, LWV's Brea st with the Legislators,
7:30 a.m,, Oak Ridge Civie Center Social Room.

« April 3, Oak Ridge, TCWP program on Conserva-
tion Fisheries (see §10A, thisNL).

« April 3-4, Green Business Summit, Nashville,
Lipscomb University. The summit will provide
enteepreneurs business people and ttade profes-
sionals opportunities to leam about the rapidly
growing field of greenbusiness. Keynote ad-
dresses, workshops, and mini-seminars. For more

rmation, visit:
http:/ /sustainability.lipscomb.edu/ page.asp?S[
= Pages= ).

« April5, Nortis River BluffSmall Wild Area, an-
nual spring wildflower walk. Same as March29.

* Aprill0-12, Energy and ResponsibilityConfer-
ence, Knoxville, HiltonHotel. Thisconference
invitesethicists, legal theoriste, i

\ake i and n

aclivists toengage ina conversation about ethics
and responsibility inthe contested terrainofen
ergy andthe environment. Conferenceschedule,
Keynote speakers, and on-line registration are
available at

http:/ /isse utk.ed ,z,m;gg and responsibility/
« April 12, Oak Ridg, TCWI §Gll|l< ustard
Pull, Wild flower Geenway (see J10A, this NL).
« April 12, Obed Wildilowar mu 10:00-11:302.m.
(EDY), led by renowned local naturalist Kris
Lishl. Meet in the Lily Bluff Overlook parking

. Apnl 12, Oak Ridge Earth Day celebration at Bis-
sell Park, noon-5:00 p.m. (see 110C, this NL).

« April 19, Invitation-only Obed Ratt or ke Out.
ingforPolicyMakers and Influencers(see§18,
this|

« Aprii19, Discover Fest, Wartburg, 10:00titldusk
(see §10C, s NL).

« April 19, Oak Ridge Reservation old growth for-
est outing, 1:30 p.o. Contact Larry Pounds at
POUNDSLA71@aol.com, or865-816-3576.
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« April 26—EarthFest, PellissippiState, 11:00.7:00
(see910C, thisNL).

« April28, LWV's Breakfast with the Legislators,
7:30 aum.,Oak RidgeCivic CenterSocialRoom.

« May 3, Obed Clean up Day (see §1C, this NL).

* May 31, Frozea Head, TCWP's bird-watching
hike(see110A,thisNL).

* June 7, TCWP's North Ridge Trail Outing (details
later, seeJ9A, thisNL).

- RESOURCES

* TVA has made available several aids to energy
conservation. See §7B, thisNL.

« Co-op Americas 2008 Natioriai Creen Pages pro-
vides a guideto shopping forecofriendly,<o-
cially responsible producis - foods, cusme tics,
household items, buildi ng materials, etc. All list-
ings include a Web address for easy anline shop~
ping. (Co-op America paperback, 264 pp., $9.95).

* CRC Press offers a variely of books on environ-
mental planningand management, on environ-

opment. Visit www.crcpress,com.

+ Radon-testing kitsare available free of charge
from TDEC'S Office of Environmental Assistance.
Parts ofour area are relatively higliin radon-gas
emissions, so you may wish fo test the atmos-
phere in your house. (Information from._Glean
Marshall). For detail

e
owners,shimi.




