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9. ACTION SUMMARY
INo.| Issue Contact "Message!" or Action
|
TA | Obed fand acquisition funds Senators Alexander, Corker, “Unacduired 1ands pose grave danger o this ousianding

Reps. L. Davis, Wamp resource. Please secure acquisition funds!”

1D | Big Souh Fork work day Studentorganizers (J1D) | Find out kow best to help
2A | Commercial iodge at Norris SP | TDEC Commissioner Fyke | “Tiank you far stopping this devclopment in a state park!"

2D | Mountainiop removal OSM (b October 19) | “The Draft EIS has serions Naws!™

2E | Tennessee forests Gov. Bredesen | “Thank you for your many actions tosave our forests!”

3A | North Shore Road (Smokies) Sens. Dole, Alexander, etc ‘ “Thanks for cfforts to secure $3 settlement for Swain County!”

38 | Threat to Smokies' air quality | NC Gov. Easley i “Hold more hearings on Cliflside Power Plant”
4A | Watts Bar Land Management Plan| TVA (by Scplember 24) | See separdtc sheet enclosed with this NL

SB | Referm of 1872 Mining Law Rep. Mick Rahal [ | st acods b deasticllyrformedt”

SD | Old-growth forests 1n Northwest | Undersec. Mark Rey, USDI | “Withdraw the fatally flawed Speticd Owl Recovery Plan!™

6A | Encrgy bill Your US Senators and Rep. ‘ “Include strong CAFE and rencwable clectricity standards!”

I

Senator John Doe ‘The Hon. John Doe Pres. George W. Bush Governor Phil Bredesen

United States Senate. USS. House of Represcniatves  The White House State Capatol

Washingion, DC 20510 Washiogton, DC 20515 Washingion, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243.9872

202.456.1414; Faxd56.2461  615.741.2001; Fax 615.532.9711
‘ ‘ : sov bl o

Dear Senator Doe Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen

Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respectilly yours, Respectfully yours

Sen. Bob Corker Sen Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zach Wampe

Ph: *m 2243346 FAXG 202228-1260 P 2022244944 FAX. 200:22833% 202225327

s-mal L FAX. 202-225-3494

Dot BeaGirree . (FAX 79888 Lo BS.545.4253  (FAX 545.4353) Lecal: 865-576.1976

800 Market St. Suite 121, Knoxville 37902 Web: www. housc. gov/wamp

Tocallny Rep or Snaor, il G 2022243121 To find out ubout the status of bills, call 202.225. 1772
URLS: hup:/ ip:] Generul contact info: tylg://www Jov.ers

and  hup://lastname.senate. gov/
With mail to Ccngm: s s, Fllwiag the s s, coosidr faxing, phoming, and other modes of communication.

WHAT 1S TCWP?

‘CWP (Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness thunii is Hedmled to achieving and perpetuating protection of natural
lands and waters by means of of the private sector. While our first focus|
is on the Cumberland and Aﬂplhd\lin regions. ni East Tennesut, our efforts may extend to the rest of the state and
the nation. TCWP's strength lies in researching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educating our
membership and the public,interacting with groups having similar objectives, and working through the legislative,

d judicial branch e Soceral, staty and bocallevels

[TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37830 President:  Jimmy Groton, 8454835799 (h)
[Executive and Memben;mp-Dmlnpmem Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809;
[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, russelllt@s, Internet: http://




1. OBED and BIG SOUTH FORK

1A. Efforts to secure Obed lands
against adation
fore than 20% of the acreage of the Obed
National Wild & Scenic River (WSR) is still poten-
tially subjectto degradation, thus endangering the
entire resource, This privately owned land is dis-
tributed among over 30 tracts, scattered up and
down the gorges, that the govetrunent has, to date,
failed to acquire, even though 31 years have
d since thisunitof the National Park System
was authorized. The land has noprotection of any
kind, even though it is located within the author-
ized boundaries of the park. The Cumberlands
have become a booming real-estate market; addi-
tionally, resource extraction {oil, gas, coal) is a reai
threat in the cegion.

As reported earlier, TCWP is arranging meet-
ings with key legislators to acquaint them with the
urgent need 10 complete Obed WSR land acquisi-
tionand to askfor their assistance m obtaining the
needed federal funds To summarize the problem,
we have preduced an attractively and inforina-
tively illustrated booklet (NL274 {3A). Represen-
tatives of other organizations are invited to ac-
company us. Near the end of June, we met with

Sen. Corker's local aide, and on August 22, Con-
ressman Lincoln Davis gave us a valuable hall
wur of hls time. We feel that both neetings were

productive, aithough _follow-through is _still

need are working on future get-togethers
with Sen. Alexander and Rep. Wamp or their
staffs.

1B. A blg Cleer Creek dam Is proposed

The Crab Orchard Utility District (COUD),

one of 5 utility districts in Cumberland coungA is
circulating a proposal for a large dam on

Creek. Their multi-colored map shows creation of

a 5,798-acre lake (an area larger than the acreage

authorized for the Obed Wild & Scenic River,

WSR). On the originally circulated map, the pro-

sed dam was actually located within the WSR

oundaries, a legally impossible situation; we

have been told that COUD has now moved the

dam 0 just upstream of the boundary.

Crossville is experiencing major population

water

supply because the city is located essentially on
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top of a mountainand thusdoes not receivemajor
waler flows from elsewhere. Dam proposals sur-
face repeatedly. In the 1990s TCWP (with NPCA)
was heavily involved in fighting an earlier pro-
posal for adam on Clear Creek. (We found that a
major driving force behind that dam was a real-
estate development that had plans to sell lots on
the shoreline lands) Grewing out of our eaclier
efforts, a Corps of Engineers study was conducted
t i ives f

pp for
the area. Among water sources identified i the
Corps’ 1998 report were pipelines from nearby ex-
isting large reservoirs. There is strong local oppo-
sition to Watts Bar, which is perceived as having
contaminated water. However, other nearby large
reservoirs (Center Hill, Great Fails Lake) are feasi-
ble water sources, and there are numerous smaller
impoundments scattered throughout the county.
Also identi fied by the Corps were improvements
1o existing storage impoundments. Furthermore,
the need for waler could be dramatically reduce;
through eliminationof waste frem the existing in-
frastructure and through waler conservation. The
Corps was in the midst of conducting a water-
conservation study, initiated in 2005, but it re-
cently ranoutof money.

COUD is working to sell their idea of a new
damas a reginal effort to providewaterto utility
districts not only in Cumberland but in additional
nearby counties. Aswith ail dam proposals on the
Plateau, there is a strong possibility that a major
motivating force is real-estate profit-making.

Other interested organizations have joined us
in watching the Clear Creek dam proposal very
carefully indeed. A bit morefactfindingis needed
before wewilt jointly decide on a course of action.

1C. Obed WSR In the news: a botenical

paradise (invaded by Nydrilla)

wo sectionsof the Sunday, August 5, Kiox-
ville News Sentinel featured profusely illustrated
articles (bothby Morgan Simmons) aboutdifferent
features of the Obed WSR  The article in the “Lo-
cal” Section (B) focused on the gorges as a “bo-
tanical paradise,” with dramatic biological diver-
sity facilitated by the great variety of habitats. The
National Park Service already knows of 21 species
of federal and state “listed” plants (threatened,
endangered, or otherwise of special note), and a
team is currently atwork making further botanical
suevey 5. Many ofthe plant speces arefond of dis-
turbed, sandy soil, and rely onthe scouringeffect
caused by periodic flooding. One of the research-
ers called the Obed WSR “botanically. one of the

ost interesting sitesin the Southeast”

‘The bad news is thatthe current study team
(which includes TCWP Vice President Frank
Hensley's grandson) is also findingexotic invasive
plants in the gorges, the most sigaificant being




1D,

hydrifla, which is blanketing the river bottom in
some sections.

The other article, in the “Go” Section (F), fea-
tured sport climbing, for which the Obed WSR has
become one of the premier destinations. Because
of this rapid growth in activily, a moratorium on
the bolting of new toutes was impesed in 2
The final climbing management plan, issued in
July 2002 (NL245 §1C; NE27 $28) maintains the
moratorium pending further environmental im-
pactstudies.

tudents orgenize
a Big South Fork workday, 10/27/07

CHS SPEAK (Cookeville High School
Students Promotng Environmental Action and
Knowledge) is organizing and sponsoring a “Bi
South Fork NRRA Volunteer Day” for October 27.
More than 150 middle schosls, high schools, and
universities m the region (Tennessee an
Kentucky) are beinginvitedto participate, as well
as some outdoorclubs. “There areso many of us
in Kentucky and Tennessee who love the Big
South Fork. ... We (CHS SPEAK members) were
looking for a way to give back, and this seemed
perfect,” said Chance Finegan, President of CHS
SPEAK and alocal highschoolsenior.

Volunteers will be split into_groups, each
with at least one National Park Service ranger
acting as a groupleaderand supervisor. Middle
school students will be doing light maintenance
such as litter pick-up, trail cleaning, etc. High
school and collegiate groups can expect to rebuild
eroded trails, resurface campground sites, and do
other such work. Tools will be provided. The
Volunteer Day will begin at 10 am. at designated
worksites, and will conclude at Bandy Creek
Visitor Center with a free picnic dinner for all
participants startingat 3 p.m.

commnu"y‘ societion

Watershed Community Associa-
tion (OWCA) headquartered in Crossville (185
Hood Drive, Crossville, TN 38555), energetically
deals with water quality and other issues in the
upper watershed of the Obed (see, for example,
NL270 96A; NL273 111 [Resources)). 'lhe argam
zation has a new wel at

www.ObedRiverWatershed.org.
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2. TENNESSEE ISSUES

2A. Stete denles proposel
for commercial development
In Norris Dam Stete Perk

Some fights end well, especiaily if an
enlightened state administration with sound
environmental values steps into the picture. For
some time now, the proposal by the Campbell
County Commission and others to fund
constructionofthe $14M “Lighthouse” convention
center and hotel complex in the forests of Norris
Dam SP had been engaging our enrgy and thatof
other greups and of numerous individuals (NL
NL272 iy U273 4G NL274 151))
submitted written comments strongly opposing
the proposal (which included a hotel, restaurant,
wedding chapel, ice rink, fake waterfall, 76"
lighthouse, and tram to the marina). . The vast
majority of an overflow crowd at the public
hearing of June 25 wereof like mind (NL274 {SD),
and many wore T-shirts saying “State Parks not
for Sale!”

In  mid-August,  Commissioner  of
Environment and Conservation, James Fyke,
wrote to Campbell County Mayor Jerty Cross,
rejecting the proposal. “At best, it would be a

stretch to describe the proposed lodge as a
component of the state park system,” hesaid. He
made the point that 3 thid-pacty commercal
operation within a state park would be a
precedent forother parks inthe system, and hand
that there was an abundance of existing hotels in
thearea surrounding the park.

Rocky Fork Is protected

{information from The Appalachian Trail

Conference,

purchase and sales agreement has been
slgned Detween the owners ot the  10,000-acre
Rocky Fork tract (located near Erwin, TN) and the
Conservation Fund (TCF). ATC and the Southern
Appalachian Highlands Conservancy have been
mtegral partners in the conservation of this
outstanding area and have raised significant sums
toward the land acquisition. Major funding is
being provided by the Tennessee Heritage
Conservation Trust Fund (§6M), by a Land &
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) appropriation
totheUS Forest Service (§7M -- hopefully), andby
a very generous privatedonor.

LWCF money (NL273 §4A) won't be
final until the Interior Appropriations bill is
passed and signed (Pres. Bush has threatened to
veto it). Sen. Alexander (R-TN) worked toward
getling the Rocky Fork money included in the



Senate version and NC Reps. Shuler (D-NC,11)
and Price (D-NC,4) are helping secure the House
funding.

Unicoi County, TN, County Commissioners
prefer development of Rocky Fork over  its
preservation. In order o accommodate some of
their concerns about the reed for more tax
revenues, the plan is to opensome segments ofthe
10,000 acre tract to limited development, while
conserving the most important pars.

The Rocky Fock property (30 miles from both
Johnson City, TN, and Asheville, NC) is the largest
unprotected tract in the southern Appalachian
Mountains. Located along the Appalachian Trail
corridor (1.2 milesof the A.T. cross the property)
and the TN-NC state line, it is adjacent to more
than 22,000 acres of wilderness and polential
wilderness lands protected by the US Forest
Service. [t alsoconnects tohundredsof thousands
of contiguous acres of the Pisgah and Cherokee
National Forests and of State of Tennessee lands.

2GC. Additional isnd at Rugby protec ted;
adjoin s BSFNRRA
{Information from The Rugbeia, vol B-XXXXI|
In addition to the Rugby State Natural Area,
which recently grew to 450 acres (N1.273 14B),
another large area has been protected. This 186-
acre tract on the North end of Rugby Village
directly adjoins the Big South Fork NRRA (aroun
Clear Fork) and was acquired from Bowatet, Inc.
with a  $425500 grant from the Heritage
Conservation Trust Fund (Gov. Bredesen's great
bram child). Theland must bemanaged salely lor
conservation and can never be develope
area is currently a loblolly pine p]zmzhon, but
after that “crop” is harveste il revert to a
nativemixed hardwoodforest.

2D. New rule would encour:
mountalntop removal
The Bush Administration is preparing a
parting gift t0 the coal industry: a new regulation
that would legalize the dumping of mine spoil
into streans, thus making possible the super-
destructive_practice of mountaintop removal
(MTR). is_not specifically a Tennessee
pmblem in fact West Virginia is the state most
alflcted with MTR - but our coal regions in the
int
e R (a major stem of the Big South
Fork) have experiericed it and are increasingly
threatened by it.

The Office of Surface Mining (OSM) has
issued a draft EIS (published in the Federal
Register of 8/24/07) innocently entitled “Excess
Spoil Minimization - Stream Buffer Zone Rule.”
The somment deadline is October 15 (see Action
Box, below. A public hearing will be held “only if
thereis sufficientinterest.”
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The current stream buffer zone rule, first
adopted in 1983 and increasingly violated, forbids
virtually all mining activities within 100 feet of a
river or stream. Subsequently, loose mterpretation
has led to ever more mountaintop removal
According to the present Draft EIS, 724 miles of
stream were buried under mining waste between
1985 and 2001. Other estimates put the figure at
1,200 miles. Whatever the correct figure, it will
grow materially if the pmrased regulation goes
into effect, becausethe regulation would explicitly
exempt hundreds of miles of streams and valleys
fromthe buffer-zonerule.

The following are some of the problems of
the Draft EIS (we thank Dr. Patrick Mulholland for
this analysis).

* It fails to consider any alternatives that would
enhance stream protection and strengthen the
stream buffer rule (i, apply it more consis-
tently)

« lnstead of any concrete prescription, there is
only a vague requirement that applicants dem-
onstrate that they have considered alternative
disposal options and minimized excess spoil

eneration. Applicants can thus be exempted
from maintaining stream buffer zones.

« On the basis of this very soft, non-quantifiable
requirement, the DEIS concludes, with fawed
reasoning, that there will be less excess spoil.
No data exist tosupport this conclusion.

« The DEIS concedes that mountaintop removal
mining has negative effects on headwater
streams and aquatic systems downstream, and
that bulfer zones are the best technology cur-
rently availableto minimizethese impacts -~ y et

the amazing assumption that the vague
requirement stated above will actually resull in
small net benefits to hydrology, water quality,
and aquaticbiota.
The DEIS’s statemeni that 100-foot buffer zones
may be unnecessarily wide and that grass buffer
zones may be equally cffective are based on er-
roneous readings of outdated literature.
TheClinton Admunistration started in 199 to
tighten enforcement of the stream buffer-zone
cule, but time ran out before it could enact new
regulations.  From its beginning, the Bush

Administration has worked to make regulations

friendlier to the mining industry. Significantly,

former Deputy Searctasy of the Interior, J. Stephen

Criles, was instrumental in working toward this

rules change. As you may recall, Mr. Griles s

fater sentenced to prison for lying fo a Sena

committee over his ties to Jack Abramoff m a

major corruptionscandal,

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Bmeber 15, snbmﬂ
least brief comments on the




777 your thoughts about, or Sxperieice with,the’
3 of headwater streams.

ce of Surface Mining Reclamation and

2E. Pine pisntstions no longer welcome
Ten:

In recent decades, pine plantations have be-
come established all over the Cumberland Plateau.
According to a University of the South study, for
example, they cover 80,000 acres — or about 13%
of the land - infive southern Cumberland Plateau
counties between the Alabama border and Se-
wanee.

Cov. Bredesen believes that now Is a good
time 1o decrease the number of pine plantations
Bowater is selling their holdings. Furthenmore,
under the Covernor's recently enacted North
Cumberland initiative, 124,000 acres of forestiand
will be managed for conservation (NL274 §1).
“This is not a pine state, it's a hardwood state,”
Bredesen said, as quoted in The Knoxville News
Sentinel of 8/7/07. “ think any time you have
monoculture you have enormous disease poten-
tial. I'dlike to see someof these areas moveback
to native Tennessce forest, which is a mixed
hardwood forest” On any of the lands acquired
by the state from Bowater (NL271 11A) or others,
Gov. Bredesen would like to have the state plant
nativeforests afterthepinesare harvested.

Even Bowater had expressed concerns about
growing pine plantations and had agreed in 2005
tostop growing them. Justa few months later, the
company announced its intention to sell all of its
Tennessee timberlands and to use timber grown
by others, The Bowater paper mill at Calhoun will
not, in the future, use plantation:
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September 17 - Mempluis

September 18 - Jackson

September 24 - Ceckeville

Scptember 25 - Knoxville
The afternoon meetingswith staff and technicalco-
ordination committeemembers, are expe(\ed torun
between 1:30 and 3:30 PM localtime. Eveni
meelings, with stakeholders andthe publlc, illbe
hzld from 5:00 to 7:00 PM Jocal time. For further

ubli 140 81m

3. THE SMOKIES and NEARBY

3A. Further support needed
for North Shore Road settiement
to Swain County
[With thanks for infermation contributed
y Ted Soyder|
Though things look very good for getting a
monetory settlement in lieu of the North Shore
Road (NSR) (NL274 12A), it ain't over tillit's over.
The National Park Secvice's Final EIS will mdeed
call for a monetary setilement to Swain County as
the Agency Preferred Alternative, and it's still
expected 1o be issued during the first week of
September.  Almost the _entire Tennessee
Congressional delegation and more than half of
North Carolina’s (including Sen. Dole) were on
recordsupportingthat decision (NL273 I5A).
Now, the political will and know-how are
required to bring about appropriations for the
monetary settlement. on Yur uly 13, the Senate
Appropriations  Cor mmlllee unanimously
approved an amendment offered by Sen.
Alexander that would allow about $6 M to be used
as down payment to Swain Counly. This is the

" vation actions ever.

2F. TDoT to study Interstate corridors
The Tennessee Department of Transpottation
is undertaking a study on the 1-40, 8] corridors.
The first round of the Regional Stakehoider meet-
ings is intended to provide a project overview, a
listingof corridor deficiencies, andan initial acray
of potential solutions
Thedates for Round 1 are as follows:
September 4 - Nashvilie
September 13 - Kingsport

over (after EIS cosw)from
the $16 M that was appmpnaled for the SR in
2001 via a backdoor maneuver by former Rep.

Charles Taylor (NL2O T3C; NL2A1 1) Rep.
Heath Shuler (D-NC), who defeated Rep. Taylor in
2006, and who has been a major drving force
behind the monetary settlement, has received
assurance from House conferces that the
Alexander amendment to the Senate bill wiil be
accepted.
The remainder of the money must still be
appropeated. Senators Alexander and Dole are
aid to be drafting a bill for the full settlement.
Recenlly, Senator Dole has been receiving a flow
of passonate leters from NSR advocates asking
er to e her position. She needs to
suppolled i her original stand, which benefits the
people of Swain County as well as preserving the
Park unimpaired for future generations. You may
also wish to support Sen. Dole's concern about
safeguarding the settlement money (placing the
principal in trust and spending only the interest).



Sen. Alexander and Rep. Heath Shuler, who made

oodon his campaignpledge andled theeffortto
stop the the NSR, deserveour thanks for working
toward the first installment of the settlement
money.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Thank Sen. Dole -

(address below) for supporting the monet
settlement to Swain County st ot

her to continue co-authoring a f\lll mdmm bill
with provisions for safekeeping of

ress your gratitude to Rep. Henh Shnler i,
(a dress below) and to Sen, Alexander (address-
on p. 2) for their help in gemng the ﬁu F
installment of the settlement

Addresses:
Sen. Elizabeth Dnle ¢/o Graham R. Fields, 401 N.
Main Street, Suite 200, Hendersonville, NC 28792.

. Heath Shuler, 356 Biltmore Av: - Suite 400,
evu.lle NC 28801.

Proposed power piant unit
threatens Smokies alr

Asif air qualityin the Smokies weren'tunder
enough assault already, there is now a proposal
for addingcapacity toan existing coal-fired power
plant. Duke Power is proposing to add a new 580-
megawatt unit at its Clitfside power plant near
She%by, NC. This urit, which would kave a 50.
year "lifespan, would use conventional coal-
buming technology and no provisions for carbon
capture or adequate control of other pollutants
(S0, NO, and mercury).  The Southern
Environmental Law Center (SELC) believes that
the permit does not meet federal Clean Air Act
requirements that new units be built with the
cleanest technology available.

The ine for commenting on the draft
permit is October 31, but only one public hearing
has been scheduled (Sept. 18 in Forest City, NC).
Since the effects of the pollutants are clearly not
just local, multiple hearings need to be held.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: UrgeNC Gnvemoz 7
Quality Director Keit

’ jule additional public

Cilfide Powsr Plant, which would aff

Smokyles, Nuhoml Park. An ma.llfo
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which would supersede the 1988 Plan now in ef-
fect, was originally issued in May 2005, but had
to be revised to conform with TVA's new Land
Policy (NL271 44A), adoptedin November 2006.

The Plan defines 7 Zones, as follows:
T Non‘TVA Shoreland (this include fowage
easement land, on which TVA has the right fo
fiood and/or limit structures). Land in this
zone isnot assigned to a use allocation

Project Operations (needed for navigation,
dams power plants, etc.).

Sensitive Resource Managem his
Gudes Small Wld Areas, Fiabitat Protection
Areas, EcologicalStudy Areas.

Natural Resource Conservation (for “en-
hancement of natural resourcesfor human use
and appreciation,” including wildlife or forest
management).

Industrial (for econoinic development). Pref-
erence is given to businesses requiring water
access.

Developed Recreation. Includes both public
recreation (that may be operated by private
concessionaires) and commercial recreation;
also launching ramps, parking areas, and
greenw;

Shoreline Access includes developments that
might require TVA approval (eg., private
docks and boathouses, pathways, wooden
steps, riprapand retaining walls, etc.).

The allernatives

Three alternatives are considered -- A, B,
and C. The first of these designates the contin-
ueduseof the 1988 Plan, while the othertwo are
new. (Note that the 1988 Plan used 19 alloca-
tions, which, for Alternative A, have been vari-
ously combined to conform to the present 7
2ones). Whilethe 1988 Plancovered 10,387 actes,
the new Alternatives include an additional ~6,000
acres that were not planned in 1988 (primarily,
the present Zones 2 and 7). The Alternatives are
designated as follows:

« Alternative A: No Action

« Alternative B: Development and Recreation

« Alternative C: Conservation and Recreation

The DEIS identifies B asthe agency’s “preferred
”and C as the “envi pre-

ferred alternative.”

Because, for TCWP members, Zones 3 and 4,
versus Zones 5 and 6, areof greatest interest, the
Table below has been constructed from the in-
formation in Table2.2-1 of the DEIS.

w o~

IS

@

o

~

ACRES IN ALTERNATIVE
4. TVA NEWS ZONE A B c C mi-
nus B
4A. Analysis of Wetts 74| 3666 | 3466 T
ts Bar Reservoir Land Management ,357 3,810 5233 1,423
Plan was released in early August and has a T I )

comment deadline of September 24. This Plan,

003 1,622 1,360 262




Alternative Chas less acreage in the “devel-
opment” zones (Sand § than does Alternative B
(though B has less than A, the No Action Alterna-
tive). The C-B difference is considerably greater
for Zone 5 (Industrial) than for Zone 6 (Devel-
oped Recreation). For the “non-development”
zones (3 and 4), the entire difference is due to
Zone 4 (Natural urce Conservation); Zone-3
(Gensitive Resource Management) acreage is
identical for Alternatives B and C. Putting it dif-
ferently, Alternative B differs from Alternative C
primarily in having considerably moreindustrial
acreageat theexpenseof Zone- 4 acreage.

A very interesling picture emergeswhenthe
allocation nf the over 350 individual parcels is
analyzed (Table B-1 of the DEIS) Of the
1,161acres that are allocated to Zone 4 in C, butto
Zone 5 in B (see table, abova), almost two-thirds
(881.3 acres = 61.9%) areat thesite of the former
Clinch River Breeder Reactor in the Oak Ridge
Reservation. (The remaining ~280 acres are lo-
cated not far up from Watis Bar Dam, where
there has been a reshuffling of allocations.). The
complex situation at the foriner Breeder site is
explained on a special page enclosed with this
Newsletter (contributed by Frank Hensley and
Sandra Coss) in wl rovide reasons fer
xecummendmg an amalgam of Alternatives B and
C for thisare:

Altetmative B also differs from Alternative C
in having more Developed Recreation acreage
and correspondingly less Zone 4 (Table, above)
The difference is primary in the Fooshee Penin-
sula, where there is potential for a long-estab-
lished commercial campground to expand, help-
ing the economy of impoverished Meigs County.

Individual parcels of interest
The Whites Creek Small Wild Area_(SWA), Par-
el 238, whichwas deslgnaled at T CWP's sugges-
tion in 1983, and in whic} P maintains a
teail, is e 19 Sotals endiive Ruabir
Management) under both Alternatives B and C.
The acreage is listed as 171.0. TCWP purchased
an adjacent 50 acres from Bowater in June 2003
(NL251 96A; NLB2 98) and has offered to do-
nate itto TVA, but the transfer has not y et been
effected.

Parcel 237 (upstream to Parcel 238), listed as
“Proposed addition to Whites Creek SWA to
supporttrail expansion,” is also allocated o Zone
3 under both Alternatives B and C. TCWP is en-
gaged in expanding the trail into this 87.5-acre
parcel.

A new Habitat Protection Area (HPA) is
posed and deserves our support. It is the Whites
Creek Alluvial Deposit Forest, at the upper end
of Parcel 233, and is located along the lower
veaches of Whites Creek, notfar abovewherethe
riverenters the reservoir. In addition to support-
inga threatened plant species, the overall vegeta-
tion of the site is rare forthe province. (Note that
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of the 12 HPAs listed in the 1988 Plan, 5 have
been dropped from the present Plan because the
species that were protected then are either no
longer present or have rebounded.)

‘The Final EIS is scheduled to appear in De-
cember. TVA Board approval, and the Record of
Decision are expected A8 January 2008.

WHAT YOU CAN DO fyou want fo vi
Dt EIS and Plan, including maps, vis

M
this NI details our recommend: tone
of the former Breeder Reactorsif
maps) as well s for selected par
For Yo omenience, you can s
submit your commens. Add yous signa
o s S b A T
lope addressed as shown i th top o the page.
ail it in time to be received by Sept. 24. lfymn
wish to send different comments, mail them
e Sane At et oh o B
form provided athe above websie. Yousan.
also e-mail them :

4B. Court finds TVA violated

alr pollution rules

‘A US District Coutt ruled on August 27 that
TVA's coal-fired Colbert power plant in north-
western Alabama has violated air-quality stan-
dards more than 3,000 times in the past two
years. The suit was brought by the Alabama Fn-
vironmental Counciland the Sierra Club. Unless
TVA appeals the ruling 1o the 11" US Circuit
Court, it will have to file a remediation plan to
which plaintiffscan respond

5. NATIONAL CAPSULES

SA. I.WCF prospects

he Land & Water Conservation Fund
w CF), virtually eliminated by the Administra-
tion, may get a partial rescue by Congress. The
President’s budget had requested only $59 Mfor
the total of all six components of the LW CE,
which is the main source of money for land ac-
quisitions by the various natural-resource agen-
cies. The House bill nearly quadrupled the Bush
sum to $205.6M, and the Senate Appropriations
Commitee included $1822M for the LW CF in its
Interior Appropriation. An upcoming conference
committee will reconcile the difference between
theHouse and Senate versions.

SB. it's time the 1872 Mining Lew

got changed

from National

Trust, 8/31/07, and NY Times, 8/20/07)
ining Law of 1872 still govers the
mining of “hard-reck” minerals (gold, copper,



uranium, etc) on public land. Now -- 135 years
old -t s urgently inneed of drastc hange. The
1872 law gives mining companies virtually free
a cess to rich mineral deposits on public lands
with no requirement to pay royalties. Further,
the law allows claimholders -- including compa-
nies wholly owned by foreign corporations -- to
buy public land outright for no more than §5 per
acre, with mining given precedence over all other
usesfor the land

In mid-August, the Environmenta! Working
Group and the Pew Campaign for Responsible
Mining issued a report documenting a dramatic
jump in mining claims throughout the Wesl: from
207,540 at the beginning of 2003 ta 376,500 by
mid-August 2007. Alarmiingly, many of these
claims have been staked within S milesof 11 na-
tional parks and monumen's (including Grand
Canyon and Death Valley). Hard-rock mining in
2007 is very different from mining in 1872; mod-
ecn mining operations can cover hundreds of
actes, involve large volumes of toxic materials,
and create huge amounts of waste.

Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) has, for more than
a dozen years tried 1o reform the 1872 law. This
year, he become chairman of the House Commit-
tee on Natural Resour es, so there may be a
chance, butwe mustshowour support.

SC. Forest and Opan Space

rogi is

An nmendment to the 2007 Farm Bill would
establish this program under which federal
malching grants are available to local govern-
ments and non-profit organizations for acquisi-
tion of threatened private forests and for techni-
cal assistance to ai management. The pro-
gram would be administered by the LS Forest
Service in cooperation with appropriate state and
local governmental entities. There would be ac-
tive community engagement in forest planning
for these parcels.

The threat to forests are great: by the year
2030, over 40,000,000 acres are expected 1o be
converted from private forestlands to develop-
ments, withmostof this happeningin the eastern
US, These forests have important values: many
are essential to community water supplies, some
support a timber-based economy, and almost all

nce recreational opportunities and quality of
life.

A few weeks ago, TCWP co-sigued a letter
to members of the House Agticulture Committee
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urging their support of an amendment offered by
Congresswoman Gillibrand (D-NY,20) establish-
ing this program.

SD. Northwast’s anclent forasts
again under attack
{Based on information from
he Wilderness Seciety)

The 1994 Northwest Forest Plan was devel-
oped under the Clinton Adminjstration to create
forest reserves within national forests of the Pacific
Northwest that would protect the unique old-
growth forests while a commodating theneedsof
rural communities of the region. Job growth has,
in fa t, turned out to have been the greatest in
eounties with larger proportions of fand devoted
to biodiversity protection. The Bush Admunistra-
tion, however, ‘embarked on a systematic am-
paign to weaken the framework of the 1994
Noﬂhwesl Forest Plan.

he most recent strategy isto diminishhabi-
ta:;mleumnfnr the NorthernSpotted Owl. This
is an indicator species for a healthy old-
rowth ecosystem in the Northwest. The fact that
the species hasbeenin decline indicates that more,
not less, of its habitat needs to be protected - at a
mnimum, as much as in the 1994 Northwest For-
est Plan. But, though it may be hard to believe, the
USS. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS's) cecent
Drat Recovery Plan not only decreases the habitat
range but makes it vulnerable to further decreases
at the discrelion of forest managers. The Draft Re-
covery Plan's assertion that Barred Owls pose a
reater threat to Spotted Owls than does timber
Borvecting s almost laughable, and i clearty
shows that the authors of the recovery plan were
not independent scientists but government offi-
cials. The USFWS has an obligation to generate
plans based on sound science, and it must do so in
this instance. TCWP recently submmed Ieshmm\y

gsz

Street, NW, Washin,
v his.

WHATYOUCANDO: Crmset U ‘%ré
r
Rey, US Depmmltm e

SE. O/ & gas devalopment
nsitive lan
linformation from NY Times, 8/21/07
and from the Wilderness Soc. Wild Alert, Sept.)

The Bush Administration has pursued a re-
fentless policy ‘of “oil & g explora:
tion/ devetopment o public lands (prim: NY
those under Bureau of Land Management, BL}
jurisdiction) in some of the most environmentally
sensitive parte of our Western mountains. While
Gale Norton was Secretary of the Interior, nu-




merous leases were issued in scenic and fragile
areas of Utah, Montana, Idaho, and elsewhere in
the region.

There wassome hope that Norton’s succes-
sor, Dirk Kempthorne, might moderate this ag-
gressive policy, but this has not been the case.
Now, even hunters and fishermen - groups that
have traditionally been more tolerant of this Ad-
ministration’s policies than have other outdoor
organizations — have lost patience. In mid-
August, the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation
Partnership sued the Dept. of the Interior over
the authorization of 2.000 new oil & gas wells
(along with 1,000miles ofroadand 1,000miles of
pipeline) in the Atlantic Rim region of south-
central Wyoming. The suit charges that BLM is
guilty of numerous violations of federal law, in-
dluding failure to fully assess less destructive al-
tecnalives.

The Partnership, the bulk of whose mem-
bers are hunters and anglers, has never before
conducted a lawsuit against the government. It
does not ebject to responsibl ed evelopment, un-
dertaken with due regard for other values, in-
cluding the protection of wildlife. But it was
driven over the edge by the Administration’s
reckless disregard forthelaw.

Another suit against BLM has recently had
an encouraging outcome. On August 6, Judge
Marcia S. Krieger ruled that he BLM must stop
all leasing and prevent any lase from taking ef-
fecton SouthShale Ridge, 2 proposed 32,000-acre
Wilderness area in Colorado. The Coutt found
that the agencyviolated both the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act and the Endangered Spe-
cies Actby neglecting to fully consider, (a) an op-
tonallowing energy companies to drillfromout-

side the area without harming the surface of the
ild Tand, and (b theetfectof drillingon threat.
ened wildlife. Thejudge called the BLM's deci-
sion to lease SouthShale Ridge arbitrary and ca-
pricious. In the past, BLM had acknowledged
that South Shale Rldge met the statutory criteria
for Wilderness, but Bush Administration’s poli-
cies forbade BLM from designating new Wilder-
ness Study Aceas and required theagency to rr
oritize oil and gas development over all other
values.

Environmental costs
of bottied watar
Justin caseyou haven't heardthis before,
Tap water is a safer, cheaper, and environ-
mentally more benign wayto quench your thirst
than bottled water. The environmental costs of
bottled water accrue from the energy used in
making the plastic container, in filling it, ship-
ping it to market, and shipping it to its final des-
tination after use(landél or recycle center). Ac-
cordimg to one study, just getting one bottle to a
consumer uses energy generated by two ounces
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of oil. It has been revealed that muchof the bot-
tled water hat i sated, or implied, to be pring
water, is m facttap water. That's actually a goot
thing because water not bottled from the tap has
beenrobbed from a numberof our mostpristine
streams - including somein Tennessee.

8. ENERGY LEGISLATION
and GLOBAL WARMING

6A. The good faatures of Senate and

mar-

House anergy bllis need to
riad

In reporting on the Energy Bill passed fune
21 by the Senate (NL274 8A), we rejoiced in the
raising of the corporate average fuel economy
(CAFE) standard (whichcould save as much gas
as we now import from the Persian Gulf), but we
regretted the bill's failure to include a require-
ment for utilities to produce at least 15% of their
electricity from clean, renewable sources by the
year 2020, Subsequently, in early August, the
House passed s version of the Energy Bill,
which is the oppasite o the Senate bill with re-
gzrd lu \hese \wu itenn

ge passed by the House
does not include fuel economy targets for auto-
mobiles. Onthe otherhand, it includes a national
renewable electricity standard (passed by a vote
of 220-190) requ ring electric utilities to obtain at
least 15% of their power from a combination of
energy efficiency and renewable sources, such as
the wind and sun. If passed uito law, this stan-
dard wouldnotonly bea sigrificantstep forward
in combating global warming, but would also
create jobs and save consumers money on their
electric bills.

‘The House bill has additional important fea-
tures. ¢ providestax incentivesfor clean, renew-
able energy. It imposes some modest environ-
mental safe guatds en oil & gas drilling in fragile
Western lands (see f5E, tus NL); and it repeals
some of the generous tax breaks that were be-
stowed on the oil industry by the 2005 energy
bill, using the proceeds to fund development of
alternativefuels

Congress now has the jobof reconciling the
House and Senate Energy Bills in a conference
connittee. Unfortunately, while Congress was
akmg its August recess, the auto mdustry was
busy trying to undermine the Senate-passed 35
mlles per- gauonzuel economystandard. Accord-

to the Unson of Concemed Scientists (UCS),
lhe) hired PRfirinsto scare consumersaboutthis
regulation. But recent UCSstudies showthatthe
provision would create over 170,000 new jobs,
would not Jim't consumers' vehicle options, and
would save consumers over $24 billion at the
pumpeachyear.



‘TheSenate-House conferencehas the oppor-
tursty to marry the best features of eachbill - the
strong fuel econoniy pro vision of the Senate bill
AND the'senewable ekc ricty standard of the
Ho £ this comes to pass, NRDC esti-
Faits i th i b okl vt sbasfors:
quarter of the reductions necessary to put the
country on a path that stabilizes greenhouse-gas
concentrations in the atmosphere. (At least it's a
start!) We still need comprehensive climate-
changelegislation tobe passed later in this Con-

But, even forthis first step, there is still the
danger of a veto that has been threatened b
President Bush. Hehas complained that the bilt
does not encourage oil explorationandthatit re-
peals taxbrealstotheoil industry.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Tell your hpnsemahva
and Senators (addresses on p. 2) how very.
pommbl‘t‘ ? to pass a bill that containg BOX
strong economy provisions (CAFE stan-
dards) and a renewable electricit
!

The true cost of cerbon emlissions
[tnformation fromEnvironmentalDefense
Solutionsof August, andtheNY Times 0f7/6/07)
e are using the atmosphere as a free
dumping ground for carbon emissions. Energy is
underpriced because its cost does ot reflect the
lamage caused by fossil fuels. Americans will
havetobemadeto understand thatto stopglobal
wa we’llhavetopay more forenergy now.
Unless we do so, the future costs (from droughts,
sea-level rises, fanunes, extreme weather, etc)
will be hugely greater. Can people be made to
thinkbeyond the present?
‘woremedieshave beensuggested:
(a) A charge onthe carboncontentof various fu-
els.

This is really a use fee. Because it would
cause energy cost 1o rise, consumption would be
curbed; plus, there wouid be a powerful incen-
tive to invest in alternatives. (Note that part of
the revenue from such a “tax" could be used to
subsidize the higher energy cost for lo
Americans.)

(b)A cap-and-tradesystem.

Early this year, 10, Fortune-500 companies
joined  with environmental groups (Environ-
mental Defense and NRDC) to form an ailiance -
the United States Clunate Action Partnership
(USCAP) that called for strong national legisla-
tion to cut global warmning poliution (NL272
98C).  Subsequently, several additional large
automobile companies, and a number of major
institutional investors jotned USCAP (NL273
98D).
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USCAP's major objectives is a
on C®, emissions and a cap-and-rade pro-
gram that sets a_nationwide firm limit on emis-
sions, while freeing businessest o find the lowest-
cost ways to make the cuts. The coalition has
called forreducing emissions 60-80% by 2050, a
level that is needed toavoid the most dangerous
climate changes. Senators Lieberman (CT) and
Warner (R-VA), and Rep, Dingell (O-MD), have
promised billsto embody these objectives.

8C. Yot more thoughts on biofuels

Growing public and Congressional aware-
ness of the need to combat giobal warming is a
very good thing, butit sso selsthestage fofspe-
cial interests eager to use the global warming
threat to push their “solutions” These must not
be accepled blindly; policy must be firmly based
on science and on factual considerations in allar-
eas.

It should already be abundantly clear that
the substitution of corn-based ethanol for gaso-
line generation of
gases and is likely to have socially and ecologi-
cally deleterious effects (NL2738] ;NL27498C).
Certain other sources of biofuels that in them-
selves are more energy-efficient than corn could
fead to massive deforestation, either because the
source is a tree, or because the crop used (eg.
Brazilian sugarcane) is grown on large acreaj g
that were formerly forests. Forests are major
sinks, so their destruction works counter lhe
benefit achleved lhmu%h burningof the biofuel.
biofuel solutions (swilch grass?
algae?) Tl b fead St e aToat e
tion in greenhouse gases. It is essential that re-
search into such technologies be strongly sup-
orted. Senator Bingaman had an amendment to
the Senate Energy Commiiee bl that required
production ef biofuels with at least 20% less
greenhouse gas pollution than emitted by gaso-
tine. The confecees for the energy bill (364,
above) should make sure that biofuel ﬂ:v:lay
ment does notresult in significant environmental
harm, such as loss of forests, habitat destruction,
or water pollution.

Until such fuels are found, it seems wise to
continue, and o enhance, our efforts toward
sure-fire solutions. For instance, as shown byan
Easth Policy Institute analysis (NL274 $8C), in-
creasing automobile fuel efficiency by just 20%
would be equivalent to converting the entire US
grain harvest intoethanol

6D. Coal /iquid to fuelsutomoblies???

- no waylil

Asin thecaseof biofues, heground fortis
“solution” has been prepared by the widely per-
ceived need for eneegy ndependence. But ost
people would very quickly reject the coal-liquid
idea f they knew the following.



The process of converting solid coal to a liquid
requires lots of energy, the generation of which
would increase greenhouse-gas emissions.

The burning of soa iquid in automobile engines
generates almost twice as much greenhouse gas
ollution as does gasoline.

How would you like to see more mountaintop
removal (see 92D, this NL)?

Cepsules
According o researchers t the Uriversity of
Alaska (www jser.uaa.alaska.edu), global warm-
ing will increasingly damage Alask's infra
struct laces whiere there is thawing of
pematrost, bereased Booding, or worsesing
coastal erosion. [tis estimated to lead toa $6.1
billion increase (20%) between nowand2030in
the cost of building and maintaininginfrastruc-
turein thestate.

A comparison between various climate projec-
tions withactual data collected since 1990 indi-
cates that the Earth's climate systems may be

Sea ice is melting three times s fast as had been
forecast by models, and summer in the Arctic
Ocean ould be iceree in just 30 yeus. Sea-

rises, oo, may be occurring faser than
predmed from models.

(Information from NY Times of 8/25/07.) The
rapid melting of the Arctic sea ice has stimu-
lated a frantic scramble by several countries to
establish claims to whatare believed tobe huge
depositof oil, gas, and valuable minerals under
the Arctic Osean floor and, until now, inaccessi-
blebecauseoftheice. Bythe rules of anintema-
tional treaty, the Law of theSea Convention of
1982, each partiapaling oation has an “exclusive
economic zone” extending 200 mules offshore. A
zone wider than 200-miles can be claimed bya
country only ifitcan prove that the seabed isa
physical extension ofits continental shelf. (Rus-
Sia, Canada, and Denmark are busily engaged in
attempting such claims.) The rest is regarded as
international waters, subject to Treaty rules gov-
erning fishing, protection of the marine envi-
ronment, navigation, and mining on the ocean
floor. The USA has in the past failed to nmy
the Law of the Sea Convention; now that

ble oil & gas interest are at stake, the A mmlr
stration is anxious todo so.

The 1st Southeast Solar Summit, co-sponsored
by the Oak Ridge National Lab and the Souithern
Alliance forClean Energy, will be held Oct. 24-
25 (see Calendar in 98, below). The Sumnnit will
focus on new opportunities to promote solarre-
search and development and market transfor-
mation in the Southeast.
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7. TCWP NEWS

TA. Foll!lcll Gulde Reminder

you lost or mislaid the Political

Guide? Be ot discouraged ~-you can stil con-

tacs all the key people suggested in the Action
immary and in the |nd|v|duil Action Boxes.

Visit the TCWP web site

uhich contains the complete and up-to-date Po-

litical Gui

TA. Upcoming activities

IFo additional informationon anyof the listed
events, contactSandra at 865-522-3809, orat
sandra@sandre

ortunities for st Forl - Tu

2 i Y
day, September 25, Jamest
TCWP will host this meeting from 10am -

3pm CDT at the Jamestown First United Method-
ist Church. The East Fork Obey is a spectacular
tecasure that provides 30% of he waters of Dale
Hollew Reservoir. Designed 1o foster increased
awareness of this river valley, the meeting will fea-
ture presentations on cultural heritage, water-
quality recovery efforts, and development trends
in the North Cumberlands. Admission is free, but
space i limited. To RSVD, or for additiona -
fornation, contact Rachel Craigat 865-575 S04S0r

@ project is partially sup-
poricd by a grant from the World Wildiie Fund

Amwmmmmmmhmmmu' k d
Over the years, working with TVA staff.
TCWP volunteers have replaced exotic invasives
with native plants in the Worthington Cemetery
Ecological Study Area nearElza Gate. This year,
agarn, we will celebrate National Public Lands
Day wr m our Iradmanal removal of exotic plants.

t 900 a.m. in the parking lot/ picnic
arusou(h nl meTumpnke (Hiway 95)justeastof
the Melton Lake traffic light. Some tools will be
available, but bring gloves, and loppers if you
have them. After your morning’s work, you may
enjoy a complementary pizza lunch at noonin the
picnic area,

C} N ing. = Wi

®ur Annual Meeting this year will celebra te
the successful i nitiation of the North Cumberlan ds
Conservation Plan, which will create conservation
benefits on more than 120,000 acres in four Ten-
nessee counties, and which represents one of the
most slgmhmnl state-directed conservation ac-
tions in the past

Ourmeeting, tobe held at theWartburg Sen-
ior Center will stat at 930 aim. Eastern Time)
with coffee and registration. At 10 am., wewi




hear from our keynote speaker, Scott Davis, execu-
tive director of the Tennessee Chapter of The Na-
tre Conservancy, which has been an essential
partner in thePlan. Themeetingwill also include
a short businesssession and electionof officers for
2008 and w Il run through lunchtime (lunch will
be included in the registration fee). A choice of
several hikes in FrozenHead StatePark andNatu-
ral Areawill be offered in the afternoon. Put the

tails tocome i na specialmailing

Volunteers needed for work session at ed:
—Sal .1

‘Once common in east Tennessee, the cedar-
barren habitat and the praitie plants it supports
have become rare. The Oak Ridge Cedar Barren,
located adjacent to Jefferson Middle School, has
long served as a public and educational resource.
This barren, saved from development by TCWP,

as been protected by designation asa state natu-

ral area and by a 19-year partnership between the
state, the City of Oak Ridge, and TCWP.

Volunteers are needed fora work session on
Saturday, Nov. 10, to remove encroaching and
shade-producing plants that threaten the barren's
rare species. Volunteer steward and TCWP Board
member Tim Bigelow appeals for student and
adult volunteers to assist with this biannual task.
Volunteers are asked to meet at the southwest
park ng lot of fefferson Middle School at 9 am.,
wear sturdy shoes, and bring gloves, water, and
foppers, although some tools will be available. The
work session will conclude a noon. For more in-
formation, contact Tim (8656076781 or
igelow! indspring.com).

7C. North Ridge Trall
July 18
Finally it came to pass: the North Ridge
“Trail signs we had spent several years compos-
ing, pricing, and collecting money for were all in-
stalled - one al each of 11 trail-access points
strung out between the eastern end of the Trail at
Endicott Lane andthe western endat Mississippi
Avenue. TCWP had collected $900 for the signs
from its members, and was helped over the to
by a $1,100 contribution from U.T..Battelle
(which manages Oak Ridge National Lab). The
City of Oak Ridge’s maintenance crew chief Jon
Hetr ck was immensely helpful in arranging for
the ordering and fabrication of the signs and for
theie installation. Each sign is headed "North
Ridge Trail," followed by the name of the par-
ticular access, and, in large letters (very important)
“Foot Traffic Only.” Finally, in smaller letters,
“"Made possible by a partnership betw een Ten-
nessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning, City o
Gak Ridge Department of Parks and Recreation,
UT-Battel

gns Instalted
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The tallation ceremony was greatly
enhanced by he presence of a group from the
Children’s Museum - staff members, counselors,
aud 7 young summer campers. Also m atten-
dance were Oak Ridge Mayor Tom Beehan, UT:
Batelle's Brenda  Hackworth, Jon Hetrick
TCWP's Trail Steward Susan Donnelly, and three
other TCWP members.

‘This is an extraordinary foot trail thatTCWP
developed about 40 years ago! Over 10 miles
(counting access and side trails) within city lim-
i, but hardlyanywherewithin sight ofa house,
wandering through the mixed deciduous forest
of Black Oak Ridge, into and out of ravines, and
past rock outcroppings. It weil deserves itsdual
designation as both a National and State Recrea-
tion trail. Weare proud of having developed it
and having maintained it for all these decades,
and we thank all the many who participated in
this effort

Raport ofa past TCWP activity
TheCreek Adventure of July 21 was hugely
successful. Aboutd0-50people of all ages (itwas
wonderful to see so many kids!) were clambering
ever rocks in the shaded waters of Clifty Creek,
turning over stones to find larvae of aquatic in-
sects, and looking for crayfish. They got to view
and actually touch several species of fish. For

only one or two streams in East Tennessee. The
excitement and joy of discovery were palpable -
and the place was beautifult just downstream,
thecreek skirted a vertical sandstone bluff, and,
beyond that, the group was introduced to a
clump of the federally threatened (and state en-
dangered) Virguiia spiraw. Bright scarlet fungi
enlivened themoss-and fern-covered logs on the
banks.

We are most anm 10 the TVA people
who were 50 helpful with the “critter” identifica-
tion: Greg Shaffer manned the fish station (as-
sisted by TCWP's Junmy Groton) and Michael
Jones worked with the aquatic insects. Taffany
Lynn Foster wasin overallcharge. Andourown
LanyPoundscontributedhis botanical expertise.

lnelul ‘mentions

Corporate Fellow in ORNL's
EnviFonmental Sciences Divisian, ws one of (he
first researchers 10 study environmeatal recov
after the 1980 Mount St. Helens eruption, which
obliterated ife for miles. Now, a book by a wril-
ing team she headed has wonan award of merit in
the Society for Technical Communication’s inter-
national competition.

Mack_Peteson, a former member of the
TCWP Board, received a Cextificate of Apprecia-
tion from DOE's Office of Environmental Man-
agement at a recognition ceremony on May 11.



The certificate recognized Mark's contributions
towards avoiding, minimizing. and mitigating the
environmental impacts associated with construc-
tion of the Haul Road in the heart of the Oak
Ridge Reservation. Innovative environmentally-
friendly practices adopted by the project included
the use of sunlit culverts for enhanced fish pas-
sage, creative bridge design that avoided distur-
bance of a unique swamp community, and a spe-
cialtypeof wetland mitigation.

7F. Erratum
Please correct your copy of NL274. On
(left), in 95C, second paragraph, the number
should have been 60, instead of 600.

8. JOB OPPORTUNITIES; CALENDAR;
RESOURCES

ENINGS

National Park Servic e Consermtion Internships
Southeast Exotic PlantManagementTeam (SE-
EPMT).

Hiting nowfor 6-monthpositions(start andend
dates throughout the year can be negotiated) that
include fieldw ork in 18 NPS units in the south-
east (parts of7 s ates). Duties include implement-
ingand documenting invasive, exoficplant-
management-control methods. Man)
img/educational opportunities. Beneliter weekly
stipend, msuance,al accommodations and

For additional |nf'rm:|l|on, yln‘ase contact Nancy
Fraley at 828-296.0850 ext. 100, or
Nancy Fraley@nps.gov .

INE AN TS CALEN
(Fordetaits, check the referenced NL item; orcontact
sand, 55, 865-522-3809, sap-

» September 13, Birds of Prey program (NL274).

* Sept. 24, cemmenrd: adline for TVA's Watt s Bar
Plan({4A, thisNI

« Sept, 15 ]ameslnwn, Eas\ Fork Obey meeting
(378, 1

* Sept. 25 Knoxvn.l]e, 1-40/1-81 Corridor
stakeholders’meeting (12F, thisNL, wheredates
for othercitiesare also listed).

* Sept. 29, Wonlungmn Cemetety exotics extirpa-
tion (78, this NL)

* Oct. 15, Commen( ‘deadline for OSM rule on
stream bufferzones (§20, thisNL)

= Oct. 22-24, SAMAB Conference, JohnsonCity, TN
(see NL274 {12). Call865-974-5912, orvisit

www samab.org.

* Oct. 24-25, 1si guulheasi Solar Summit, co
sponsored by Oak RidgeNational Laboratory
and the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy. For
more informationand registra ion, checkoutthe

NL275,9/9/07
1

Summit Website,
1 .
. o:x 27 1 cwr Annual Mcdlng,\V:rlbur! (178,

. Ou 27(8.550\.:}\ Fonkworkdiy,orgamzed by
students (§1D,thisNL).

* Nov. 14, AFORR Annual Meetiny kglealunngDr
Jolu: Wiens (Lead Scientist for The Nature Con-
servancy in Washington, DC) on “Conservation
ina Changmg World.” City Room of Roane State
Community Coliege, 7 p.m.

« Nov. 17, Cedar Batren cleanup (§7D, this NL).

RESQURCES

« Historic Rugby, byBarbaraStagg (Historic
Rugby’sexecutive director), telis thestoryof125
years ofRugby histor y with223 historic images,
many never seen before, andwith carefullyre-
searched text. Available inbook stores, but or-
dering this 126-page paperback from Historic
Rugby (P.O.Box 8, Rugby, TN 37733) helps sup-

ort ngeing restoration and preservation.

author royalties will also go to Historic Rugby
$19.99 per copy (for shipments to TN,
saleslax) plus $3255&H($5 for2-4 bouks)

® Rebel on the Road: And Why [ Was Never Newtral, is
a new book by Michael Frome, about whom
Stewart Brandborg (former exec. Director of The

il wrote: “| i

mental writergave a more objective, well-
documentedassessmentof the failutes andbe-
trayals of those in power who viokated the public
trust” (368 pp., 21b/w tos, $28.95 hb, from
Truman State University Press, 100 E. Normal St.,
Kirksville, MO 63501. http:/ /tsup.truman.edu)

* Don't trash youroldcell phone~ recycleit! Cell
phones contain toxies(e.g. lead, mereur
nic), sokeepthem outof the landill. Toleamn
aboutan easy way to recycle them, visit Recy-
cleMyCellPhone.org

Howard 2ahaiser. author of The Widemess Ac of 1964, e
fred widemess tis way:

A widemess. u1 contrast with those rea swheremanand s

anarea whero ihe corth and fs communityof ife are un-

ot remen.

A Member of

COMMUNITY

SHARES

Your Fund for Change



