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11. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| Issue

Contact

"Message!” or Action

4 [TVA’s public lands policy
5B | National Forest Plans

SD | Forest products (wood, paper)
6C | Greenhouse-gas emissions

7C | Polar bear habitat

TVA Board
Reps. Rahall, Udail, + yours|
Your retailer

Sen. Alexander

US Fish & Wildlife Scrvice

“Thanks for protecting reservoir lands frem developments!™
“NEPA requirement for Forest Plans must be restored!”

Look for FSC (nol SFI) certification

“Thanks for bil} 1o cap carbonemissions; please get it assed!”

“Listpolar bear as “threatened’! Save its habitat!”

7E | The global-warming message Al Gore Jr.’s office Volunteer for the “Climate Project”

8A,B| Ouk Ridge Reservalion (ORR) | (AFORR) Participate in 3-Bend events, Attend DOE meeting 2/13/07
9D | Volunicer spportunities TCWP Offer your services

Senater John Doe The Hon. John Doc Pres. Geor ge W. Bush

United Statcs Senate
Washington, DC 20510

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The White House
Washington, DC !
2024561414 Fax 456. usl

Govemor Phil Bredcsen
State Capitol
Nashville, TN 37243-9872
615-741-2001; Fax 615-532-9711
phil

t.u:

Dear senator Doc Dear Congressman Doc Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
Sincerely yours, Sincercly yours, Respectfully yuurs, Respoctiully yours,
Sen. Bob Corker n. Lamar Alexander Rep. Zuch Wamp:

Ph: 202:2243344; FAX; 200:228-1264 P 2z 944; FAX: 202-2283398 Phone: 202-225.3271
e-mail em: govicontactefm  FAX: 202-2253494

Local: 865-545-4253  (FAX 545.4252) Local: 865-576-1976

Web: www.house. goviwamp

o call any Rep or Senator, dial Congressional switchbecwd, 202:224:3121. Tofindoutabout he stats ofbils all 202:2251772
www, he s ieneral contact infor h
With mail to Congress sill slow following the antheax scare. Consider faxing, phoring, and other modcs of communication.

Ferinformation sources about state government, see §10, this NL (under RESOURCES)

WHAT IS TCWP?
[TCWP (Tennessee Ciizens for Wilderness Planning) 15 dedicated fo sceving and perpetualng protecion of ntura
tands and waters by means of public ownership, legislation, or he While our first focus
s on the Cumberland and Ap palicluan regions of East Tennessee, our offorts may extend to the rest of the state and|
the nation, TCWP's strength lies in cesearching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educati
membership and the public, interacting with greups having similar objectives, and working through the legislative,
administeative, and judicial branches of gavernment on the federal, state, and local levels.

ITCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37830 President uny Groton, 865483 5799 (h)
Executive and Membership-Development Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809; gnﬂmm_
Newslettereditor: Lee Russell, russelllb@s, Web site: http://




1. LAND AND WATER PROTECTION
INITIATIVES IN TENNESSEE

1A. State purchase of Bowater lands

The stale has now finalized the purchase of
12,500+ acres from Bowater, Inc., about 5% of the
company'sformee hldings on Ternessee's Cum-
berland Plateau (NL266 {3A; NL268 §2A). Bowa-
ter had offered these tracts to the state exclusively
(i, had notputthemon the open market). Alto-
gether the slate is said to have identified about
60,000 acres of high-priority Bowater lands. The
final cost of the 12,500+ actes acquired was §17.3
million (cos per acre, $1,385). Earlier this year, the
legislature had authorized $20 millionin bondsfor
purchases of special Plateau lands. Including the
Bowater lands, the state willhave acquired 15000~
16,000 acres through the bond package and
through assistance from the Heritage Trust Pund.
Altogether, morethan 30,000 acres of conservation
properties have been acquired by the state since
2003, when Bredesen became governor.

‘About one-half of the acreage purchased
from Bowater wilf create an almost unbroken cor-
ridor ef public_land connecting the Bridge-
stone/ Firestone Centennial Wildlife Management
Area (around the Upper Caney Fork River) to
Bledsoe State Forest and Fall Creek Falls State
Park. Another 4,000 acres will be added to the
Cumberland Trail State Park in Hamilton, Rhea,
and Cumberland Counties.

18. Land hn-tu by Plateau Prope
formation érom Kathteen Wltlumﬂ

Plaess Properties (PP), long 2 family-owned
tand business on the Cumberland Plateau, has do-
nated over 300 acres on Brady Mountain to the
state of Tennessee. Roughly % of the acreage en-
compasses about 2 mles of the Cumberland Trail
(with a 250-foot buffer) on thecrestof the 2,900ft-
high mountain. An additional 234 acresis located
on’ the Grassy Cove (southeast) flank of Brady
Mountain, toward “Ilow Gap,* and conserves the
historic Saltpeter Cave.

‘The late Arthur Harrison, a co-founder of PP,
was a friend of Bob Brown's who, along with Don
Todd, was chiefly responsible for the 1971 Tennes-
see Trails Act, which authorized the 300-mile-long
Cumberland Trail (among others). Harrison par.
ticipated in planing the route of the Trail and in-
troduced Bob Brown to the beauties of Brady
Mountain and Black Mountain (which overlook
Grassy Cove). The PP land gift to the state of
Tennessee was made m honor of Arthur Harrison
and Bob Brown. Bob serves on the Board of Ten-
nessee Trails & Greenways Foundation, which
worked toward securing thegift.

IC. New Rugby State Natural Area
{information from The Rugbeian, Fall 2006)
Over the past several years, Historic Rugby
has been raising fundsfor acquisitionof 540 acres

rtlas

NL.271,1/14/07
3

to prevent incompatible development. A 323.
acres portion of this was then sold to TOEC, and
in May of It year i land vias designated the

Rugby State Natural Area, The trac, which lies
within he Rughy Natonal Registe Hisoric Dis-
trict, will be bous north by the new
Rugby bypass. It is an important watershed into
White Oak Creek, just above its entrance into the
Big South Fork NRRA

1D. Conservancy expaads wetland pre-

serve in Shady Valley
When the glaciers retreated after the last Ice

Age, they left wetlands that once cove
northeastern Tennessee. In recent times, many
mountain bogs (remnants of these wetlands) have
been drained for farming, Butstartingin 19%, the
Tennessee chapter of The Nature Conservancy
(FNC) has restored more than 100 acres of such
bogs in two preserves in Shady Valley. These are
home 0 26 species of rare plants and animals, in-
cluding the threatened bog turtle, a bellwether
species that hasbeen the subjectof much scientific
study.

Two recent purchases have now added 96
acres, more than doubling thes iz of one of the
preserves.  Some  stream- and wetland-
improvementwork is needed to restore the habilat
needed for bog turtles. However, with proper
fencing, nearby areas can continue to be used for

pasture.

1E. The Tennessee River Blueway
[Extracted fro: - Spring 2005

In 2002, a S0-mile steetch of the Tennessee
River was dedicated as a water trail and named
the Tennessee River Blueway. This Blueway, pre-
served by several organizations, extends from
North Chickamauga Creek toward the Tennessee
River at Chickamauga Dam, and through the Ten-
nessee River Gorge to Nickajack Dam and Shell-
mound Recreation Area. Organizations involved
in the eonservation and promotion ofthe Blueway
include the Tennessce River Gorge Trust, Chatta-
nooga Nature Center, National Park Service, Chat-

tanooga Audubon Society, Tennessee Valley Ca
noe Club, U.T, at Chattaneoga, TVA, and séveral
others, For more information, vlsnl

rchat a.com

2. OTHER STATE NEWS

2A.Environmental credentials
of leglsiators
tite a few members of the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly, which convenes this month, have
0od environmental credentials. For the Novem-
er 7 election, Tennessee Conservation Voters




(TCV), which for the past 4 years has issued an

annual environmental scorecard (e.g., NL269 138,

made 19 endorsement, based on environmental

recordsand, in the case of non-incumbents, onen-

vironmental stances and experiences. Among

these 19, there were 18 winners (see listin NL270
1

).

After the election, Rep Gary Odom (D-
Nashville), who over the years has had a consis-
tently good record of sponsoring and supporting
TCV: Key bill, was siected the new majrity
leader by THouse Democats. In that capacity, he
will be responsible for stewarding the governor's
legislative agenda through the House, including
the annual budg

A downside to Odom’s new position is that
he is giving up chairtnanship of the Conserva ion
& Environment Committee in which role he has
been consistently helpful. The new Chair is Frank
Buck, whose TCV scores in 2009, 2005, and 2006
were 1 (highest that year was 7), 2 (hlghesl was
10), and 4 (highest was 1), respectively. Duting
these same years, the scores of the Vice Chair, John
Tidwell, wete 3, 4, and 7, respectively.

2B. Information sourc
on Tennessee stete government
Fora list of websites and phone numbers,
see 910, this NL, under RESOURCES.

2C. Funding for the Dept. of
Environment and Conservation
TDEC performs two typesof activities: those
related to environmental protection (water, air,
solid waste, etc) and those related to parks and
land conservation. According to a TDEC budget
heacing of about a month ago, the outlay fot these
two major areas is 65% and 31%, respectively. An
additional 4% goes to administration.
recurring budget for TDEC is 5338 mil-
lion. Only 20% of this comes from the stale’s gen-
eral fund. An additional 21% somes from fedecal
grants. The remainder (59%) is funded by dedi-
cated fees or other revenues such as patk conces-
sions. TDEC awards grants, many of them de-
ed from federal funds, to local governments,
which ate required to provide a 50% (in some
cases, 20%) match. Grants awarded in August to-
taled $11.3 million and were associated with three
programs: the Local Parks & Recreation Fund
(LPRF), the Recreation Trails Program (RTP), and
the Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCE).

20. Company thet conducted lllegat
mining operation has mounted a

public-relations campaign
Recently, the Tennessee Dept. of Environ-
ment and Conservation ({DEC) ordered National
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Coal Corp. to halt some of its coal-mining activi-
ties on Zeb Mountain (in Campbell County) be-
cause the comp ny was mining through two
streams (tributaries of Lick Fork) without obtain-
ing required water-quality permits (NL270 13A),
National Coal is using crossridge mining, a
technigue that involves mountaintop removal.

e company has since embarked on an
ambitiaus public elations campaign in the ares
irying to show what good guys they really are.
The Nation: website enumerates their good
deeds, inclu ot for several area schools,
help for establishing a tourist center for the Big
South Fork NRRA, donations 1o civic organiza-
tions in the area, etc. Incidentally, the visitorcen-
ter for the BSFNRRA is not affiliated with the Na-
tional Park Service; it is run by the “Friends of the
Big South Fork” which act like a regional Cham-
ber of Commerce that capitalizes on the Big
South Fork name.

3. OBED: EFFECTS OF

1 WAT
[Based ona contebution by
Johason|

The effects of impoundments in the upper
Obed watershed, of which there is a large and
growing number, has for some time been a sub-
ject of concern and has more recently become a
subject of scientific study. On January 10, the
'USGS (US Geological Survey) and NPS (National
Park Service, including the Water Resources Di-
vision, Denver) held a meeting to examine the
status of available water- -quantity data and to
discuss the rale of such data for supporting sci-
ence-based comments about the impact of im-
poundments in the Obed watershed. Among at-
tendees were members of a few citizens groups,
induding TCWP (represented by Dabney John-
son, Sandra Goss, and Frank Hensley), and of
Tennessee Tach. There were two USCS speakers,
followed by a greatdealof discussion.

An informative outline of the meeting has
been prepared by Dabney Johnson and is avail-
ab)e o interested TCWP members (e.mail Dab-

orsenda self-
aireied, slamped mmr to the TCWP ad
dress on p2). Only a few highlights of new in-
formation and idess are reported here.
At low flows, about half of the Obed's water
flow comes from the sewage treatment plant in
Crossville; this is a higher percentage than it
used o be and maygrowas population grows.
The smpacts of this high percentage of sewage-
plant effluent should be studied, as should
other water-quality impacts resulting from land

uses.
The establishument and maintenance of alluvial
bars in the Obed depend upon severe, occa-
sional floods andregular low flows. These bars



support several listedplantsthat are adapted to
theextreme water-flow regimes.

Some owners of private unpoundments have
refused access for studies.

Water quality in paired-basin watersheds (one
with and the other without an impoundment)
should be assessed.

(and use (eg, deforestation) for an impound-
ment may have as much effect on bath quantity
and quality of water as the impoundment itself.
Computer models that use pertinent data could
facilitate making short-turnaround estimates of
impacts before damage is done.

4. TVA's LAND POLICY and
RESERVOIR PLANS

4A. TVA’s new Land Policy
Is ratified with minor chenge:
Having received several thousand com-
mentsinsupport of a draft policy thatbarssaleof

TVA’s publiclands for residential, retail, or other

(non-industrial) commercial purposes (NL270

q4), the TVA Board’s Community Relations

Committee extended the comment deadline to

accommodate may ors and Chanbers of Com-

merce that had complained of insufficient time to
oppose the proposal. (Also opposed to the pro-

posal were Representatives Zach Wamp [R-TN]
lnd Robert Aderholt {R-AL]) Altogether, the

C ee received more than 5,000 comments,
according to chairwoman Susan Williams, of
which 924% were in favorof stopping thesaleof
reservoirlandsfor residential development.

On November 30, TVA's full Board of Direc-
tors voted 8: 1 to ratify the policy fa rgely as origi-
nally proposed by the Community Relations
Committee. The only opposing vole came from
former chaiman, Bill Bater. The Committee
had made a couple of changes before submitting
the proposed policy to the full Board; one con
cerns industrial use, the other, deed modifica-
tions. (a) As in the original draft, TVA wil con-
sider disposing of reservoir lands for industrial

urposes ifthe property is located inan existing
industrial park or is designated for such purposes
in a reservoir management plan. The draft lim-

disposal to

ter access. The final pohcy states that TVA will
give preference (o businesses making use ofwa-
ter access, but will also consider other businesses.
(b) Inthe original draft, deed modifications were
limited to removal of flowage rights no longer
needed for river operationpurposes. In the final
policy, TVA will also consider deed modif
tionsthat facilitate industrial develnpmem or that
open the land affected to recreational a )
inthecaseof landalready open tothe publll; that
continue such access. TVA will not remove deed

48.

4c.
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tial development. The Land Policy, which affects
293,000 acres along 652 miles of the Te nmessee
Rwer and its mbu\anes, may te viewed at

Subsequert 1o the TVA's ratiication of the
Land Policy, it was revealed that the new Board
had briefly considered disposing of all of its pub-
lc ands and wsing the proceds toward paying
off some of TVA”

- WHAT YOU CAN DO: Thank the TVA Board

for protecting some beautiful unspoiled lands

+around the esevois. This polcy will abopre-

vent further deteroraton in
ity. E-1 hmmmw or visit

TVA updeting Watts Ber Plan

Under the new Land Policy, individual res-
ervoir plans have assumed special importance,
because leases or sales forcommercial recreation
orindustrial usewillbe considered for properties
that are alocated for these uses in a reservoir
land management plan. According to an article
i the Clattanooga Tumes Free Press, of 12/26/06,
TVA official"sad {tha they are updating land
management plan around Walk Bar Reservoir™
e roned that this ol lead 6 2oning changes
forsome ofthe 16,000 acres of publicland around
the lake. Specifically mentioned in the articleare
1,700 acres of lakefront land, currently zoned for
recreational use, that Meigs and Rhea county of-
ficials have sought to develop. The Watw Bar
Development Authority was to meet after the
holidays todiscuss options.

Davalopers of formerly public
Im: m’ huge profits

rding to an article in the Chattanooga
Times e Pris of December 12, more than &
lots were sold for about $30 million in the initial
o(lerininl land on Nickajack Lake that deve loper
John Thornton acquired from TVA last spring.
People bought lots ranging from $250,000 tomore
than half a milliondollars, withthe price averag-
ing ~$300,000 per 1/3-acre lot. Altogether, about
1,000 lots will eventually be available.

This gated community will have a champi-
onship goll course, a marina, and 13 miles of hik-
ing trails. "We're selling a dream,” said the execu-
tive vice president of Rarity Communities, which
is targeting baby boomers, because there are 78
million of them, and they are projected to inherit
large sums.




S. THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE and

OTHER FOREST NEWS

SA. A halt Is ordered for projects that

were Initiated in violation of the
Roadle:

(Source: American Land Alliance]
Judge Elizabeth LaPorte, who on Sep!ember
19 reinstated the Clinton-era Roadless
(NL270 97), has now ruled that pm)eds in
coadless areas begun after the Bush Administra-
tion repealed the 2001 Rule are unlawful and
must be halted. On November 29, Judge LaPorte
issued an injunction ordering the Forest Service
(USFS) to stop work in inventoried roadless areas
of 14 national forests, mostly in the Rockies,
where roads were beingbuiltin association with
oil & gas drilling (84 projectsin all). The injunc-
tionalsohalts constructionof new roads through
a roadless area of ldaho’s Salmon-Challis Na-
tional Forest,

Mark Rey, the former timber company lob-
byist who is now in charge of the USFS, argued
that the agency took Judge LaPorte’s original
Sept. 19 ruling to mean that future road-building
was to be stopped, but that projects previously
approved under then-current interpretation of
the law could proceed. The judge rejected that
argument, stating that these projects were begun
under an illegal rertal of an existing rule, a rule
that would be violated if the projects were con-
tinued. The USFS is now enjoined (rom allowing
any surface use of a mineral lease issued afier
January 12, 2001, when the Rule went into effec!.

‘The Bush Administration will probably fight
the reinstatement of the Roadless Rule in the
courts, and/or will attempt to undermine t e
Rule administratively behind the scenes because
itis a regulation, ratherthana law. We must be
@ady 10 support any bill that would enact the
Roadless Rule into a federal statute.

Administration exempts

Forest Plans from NEPA
w Management Plans for individual na-
tional forests will no longer require an Eaviron-
mental Impact Statement (EIS), according to a fi-
nal rule issued by in mid-December
{note that other features of this rule, finalized
1/05, are also highly objectionable, see NL259
95). After a 2-year review, the Ad ministration
concluded that the writing of forest pl ms has “no
effect on the environment” and thus qualifies for
“categorical exclusion” under NEPA. “Categori-
cal exclusions” have been used by former ad-
ministrations for small projects, such as expan-
sion of a campground, but the Bush Administr
tion has applied them 1o bigger and bigger pro-
Jects ... and now to the entire management plans
for 155 national forests and 20 national grass-
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lands! (The USFS says it will still conduct NEPA
studies at the individual project level) The deci-
sion to exempt forest plans from NEPA (earlier
foreseen by FSEEE, see NL260 §8C) was hailed
by the timber industry, whose Congressional al-
lies have charged that environmental groups use
the plans for winning lawsauits.

orest plans were instituted by Congress in
1976 in an effort 10 make the USFS think long-
term, to include the public intheir decisions, and
to consider the forest-wide, cumulative (not just
site-specific) environmental impacts on all (in-
cludingnon-timber) resources.

Rep. Nick Rahall (D-W.VA), the new chaic-
man of the House Natural Resources Committee,
and Rep. Tom Udall (D-NM), head of the Forests
Subcommittee, hiave asked the US Dept. of Agri-
culture to withdraw the rule. Among other
“people will have even less ability to
know about, let alone weigh in on, management
of their U S. forest hmis," they charge.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Reps, Rahall
and Udall (contact info on p.2), with a copy to
your own Rep, urging them to take what meas-
fures they can to get this rule negated. '

S5C. USFS8’s Open Space Plen

The Forest Service recently solicited com-
ments on its Open Space Conservation and Im-
plementation Plan to help prioritize its efforts in
combating the loss of open space. Developmen-

sprawl consumes 6,000 actes of open space
every day (that is 4 acres every minute). An area
the ‘size of Colorado (34 million acres) of open
space was lost to development between 1982 and

2001, snd sbou twice that acrenge Is projects

be developed by 2020. Of all US forest Iands,

57% aFe privately owned and unprotected

development. The agency dedared three pri-

maty goals: (1) Protect land from conversion to
other uses; (2) Assist private landowners and
communities to maintain and manage their land

as sustainable forests and grasslands; and (3)

Mitigate the impacts of existing and new devel-

opments.

TCWP submitted comments on the Plan,
making the following recommendations (here
briefly summarized).

« To educate the public aboutthe importance of
our nation's forests and their rapid disappear-
ance, the USFS's public oulreach efforts
should be enhanced. forests should be
viewed asan integralpartof resource security,
an important component of our homeland se-
curity efforts. Among suggested strategies is
creation of advisory boards representing a
broad spectrum of forest-relaled interests.

urther, meetings could be conducted in areas

that are undergoing rapid loss of open space
to educate the public about the loss of forests
andwhat itmeans.




« Appropriation for the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund and the Forest Legacy Pro-
ram should be increased
rovisions should be included in the Farm Bill
that address the land-conversion issue.
Among such provisions could be educational
opportunities for local planning officials and
financial incentives for landowners that pro-
tect private forests.

5D. An environmentelly sound ep-
proech to use of forost

NL 271, 1/14/07
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brands that have significant post-consumer recy-
cled content and certification that any virgin fiber
was oblained by sustainableforestiy practices, an
without touching endangered forests. Unfortu-
nately, Kimberly-Clark, which markets man
yidely used brands.of disposable paper products
is one of the worst offenders.

{Infermation from Tennessee Forests Counal|

Have you ever bought wood and/ or paper
products derived from forests certified by the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI} or by certain
ofher timber-indsstry certification systems, and
fet confident that you were thersby protecting
forests? Sorry, but it ain't so; many of !
fications are greenwashes, condoning environ-
mentally very hannful practices. Forests CAN
be used more sustainably, and there is an indus-
try-independent centification sy stem that will en-
courage this.

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certifica-
tion is the choice of a growing numberof respon-
sible businesses, including The Home Depot,
Lowe's, IKEA, Cap, Starbucks, ard many others.
The Altiance for Credible Forest Certification has
Just launched a new website that can be accesed

WW di

atoot for forest conservati lion,

« Provides comparisons of the Forest Qewardshi
Council (FSC) and Sustainable Forestry Initiative
(SFI), and somealher:emhcannn systems,

" How the Sustainable Foresn-y Initiative (SFI) is

est resources,
* Provides testimonials aboutthe FSC and S Fl
from companies, conservation groups, andoth-

* Provides toosfor companies sceking to procure

= Explainsthe link between green buildingand

certification,

« Provides a sample letter tourge tlieleading
green building system notto glve credil tothe
SFland to wood frombad loy

« Provides a hostof fact sheets, lepons news
itemsand other resources, and

« Providesinformationaboutthe Alliance.

JE you feel guilty at the thought thatthe toilet
aper you use may be the product of an endan-
gered (or, maybe even ancient) forest, look for

6. OTHER NATIONAL ISSUES

BA.Tennessee legisletors with Impor-
tant roles In the 110" Congress
Rep. Gordon new chair of the Hou
Cnmmmeg
Rep. Bart Gordon, Bemocrat from Tennes-
see’s 6" District, is the new chair of the House
Science Committee, of which he had been the
ranking member. He plans to continue working
in a bipartisan manner to advance science, tech-
nology, and science education. High on_his
agenda is enactment of measures to speed U.S.
enery pendence and to exerase better slnw—
ardship of energy resources.  Gordon
authored legislation to ensure that federal i
g energy-effciency goals and a
make it easier for consumers to
obtain alternative fuelslike ESS ethanol and bio-
diesel

New roles for Sen. Alexan

Sen. Alexander has been named to the pow-
erful Senate Appropriations Committee. He will
probably continue to serve on the Environment
and Public Works Committee and the Education

though (being a

as chairman. He is chairman of the TVA Caucus,
and co-chairman of the Science and Technology
Caucus.

6B. Some sdditional =onsuquon=os of

the November electio

« With Rep. Richard Pombo (R CA) gone, not

only from the chaumzmmp of the powerful

House Resources Commitiee but from the
House altogether (NL270 §1A), Congressmen
and women who care about the environment
will have to spend less time and energy just
playing defense against disastrous legislative
proposals, such as drilling in the Arctic Refuge,
emasculation of the Endangered Species Act,
waivers of NEPA, etc. This should permit
more time forpositive actions.
Replacing Pombo as committee chair is Rep.
Nick Rahall (D-WV), whose LCV scores have
cunin the %0s and high 80s. Hehasalready re-




stored the word “Natural’ 10 the rame of the
Committee (now the House Niturnl Resources
Committee) and has created a National Parks,
Forests and Public Lands Subcommittee. For
his stand on National Forest Plans, see 958,
above,
In the Senate, party shift in committee leader-
ship wil play 2 majorcole s Eacbaca Boxer (D-
CA) replaces James Inhofe (R-OK) as head of
he Enronment and Public Works Commitlee.
Bover cares deeply about global warming,
whilelnhofe has ridiculedthe ideathattt poses
dangers.
Another highly important replacement is that
of Pete Domenici (R-NM) by Jeff Bingaman (D-
NM) as chairman of the Energy and Natural
Resources Commiltee. Bingaman emphasizes
conservation as a response o our oil depend-
ency, while Domenici favors increases in oil &
gas production. Bingaman is the cosponsor of
5.6, the National Energy and Environment Se-
curity Actof 2007 This bill lays out a number
of important goals designed to guidethe 110th
Congress's Ihinking and action en enes
related matters, including the issue of global
warming.
The Howse and Senate Appropriations Com-
mittees play a central role in land acquisition
via the and Water Conservation Fund
and the Forest Legacy Program. They are now
chaired by Rep. David Obey (D-WI) and Sen.
Robert Byrd (D-WV), who have Lifetime LCV
scores of 84 and 52, respectively.
Numerous environment-oriented state initia-
tives fared well. In addition to some key ones
reported earlier (N1.270 91D). there were many
that provided funding for land and water re-
L ssed 99 ballot initiatives
thatwill fund $5.73 billionfor green-space pro-
tection.

6C. New lagisiation In the making

would diminish the threat that
alr poliution posas to our
national pa

Ofthe 390 nitsof eur tiona park sysem,
more than 150 are locaied in areas where ait pol
lution exceeds federal standards (andthose i
dards aren't nearly high enough, see proposed
bill, befow). ~Pollution-reduction programs im-
plemented over the past two decades are achiev-
ing modest improveaents in some parks, but
new coal-fired 'power plants and thousand of
new oil & gas wells are undoing the gairs. Air
pollution is destroying habitat for park biota and
affecting park visiters by endangering their
health and diminishing their park experience

by marning once stunning vislas with persis-
tent haze). [t is even corroding historic monu-
ments.
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The National Patks Conservation Associa-
tion (NPCA) has recently released a special re-
gor, Turning Poit, which can be downloaded
rom www.NPCA.org (or call 1-800-488-4080). It
alls attention o this ra rowing problem
and offers recommendations. Several media out-
lets subsequently amplified NPCA’s call to ac-
tion.

Last summer, Senators Tom Carper (1>-DE)

and Lamar Alexander (R-TN) introduced the
Clean Air Planning Act, and they are all set to re-
introduce it in this new session. Alexander is
ranking memberof the Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee, which would be lhe
one to mark up the measure.
Carper/ Alexander bill would, for the first lunz,
cap global warmth-generating carbon emissions;
they would be capped at foday’s tevels by 2010,
and at the lower 2001 levels by 2015. [n addition,
by 2015, S®, emissions would be cut by 82%, NO,
emissions by 68%, and mercury emissions by
90%. Sen Alexander has urged the state to adopt
mercury rules that are stricter than the federal
ones.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Express you thanks to

. Sen. Alexander (address on px) and urge him to

attempt to pass his bill without any.
provsions. Urge your othe senator(s to support

" the Carper/ Alexander bill

We opposa tha Cotps of Enginasr's
“Natlonwida Permit” proposel

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ nation-
wide permits provide a “streamlined” approval
process for projects that have so.called “minor”
environmental impacts. Recently, the Corps pro-
posed an expﬂnsuonol this program, to give the
agency b iscretion in permtting mining,
Bank Sabilization, fll, development, ond othér
activities. Nationwide Permts lack basic Clean
Water Act safeguards, such as public nolice re-
quirements and a tharough evaluation of less
damaging alternatives. By creating this less
stringent permitting process, the Corps would be
rubberstamping destruction of small streams and
wetlands, and unwise floodplain development
actoss the country.

TCWP submitted comment opposing the
proposed changes in, and expansion of, the Na-
tionwide Pennit (NWP) program. The majority
of proposed NWPs would allow unlimited im-
pacls to streams, while others would grant the

broad discretion to waive limits. TCWP
singled out NWP-21, fer mountaintop mining,
and NWP A for “emergency repair activities”
that could allow a host of undefined actions. Our
comments noted that these rubberstamp NWPs
would lead to much more than “minimal harm®
to the environment, and we urged that strict lim-
its be included on wetland and stream destruc-
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tion and that NWPs not be applied to develop- as the ever-increasing use of fossil fuels is spew-
ments in floodplains. ing huge quantities of CO, into the air, the bal-
ance has been upset. Theresultis acidification of
6E. Listing and de-listing of specles ocean water. Already, this has produced clearly
Cerulean Warbler— FWS won't list it ineasurable damage 1o coral reefs, and could ul-
The populationof cerulean warblers hasde- timately wreak havoc on the entire oceanic food
clined by 70% since the 1960s, and is continuing chain.
to decline by3% annually, primarily becauseof Rep. Jay Inslee (D-WA) has taken an impor-
loss of forested lands. Thesebirds livein theAn- tant step toward fecusing en this problem. He
desduring ourwinter (the Andeansummer) and inserted a provision in the recently reauthorized
migrate to eastern and central Nocth America Magnuson-Stevens Act (which regulates Ameri-
dufingour sununer. Because they nest in mature can’ocean-fishing practices) that will direct the
deciduous forests, the Cumberland Plateau has National Research Council (part of the National
provided them with major breeding habitat. Academy of Sciences) "to conduct a study ofthe
Now, these forests are hemg destroyed by log- acidification of the oceans and how this process
me conversion and by mountaintop. affects theUns tedStates.”

ging o
removal and valley-fill coal mining operations.
The FWS has estimated that by 2012, 10-20%

(L4 millionacres) of the warbler's core breeding 78B. Supreme Courttakes up

habitat could be gone. Despite this dire projec- control of CO; emlssions
tion, the agency has, for the second time since In early December, the US Supreme Court
1994, declined to list the cerulean warbler as heard oral arguments in thecaseof Massachusetts
threatened because there might still |,e teris) of s. Envivenmental Protection Agency. The plaintifts
thousands of the species left in 108 years. In (12 states, three cities and 13" environmental
otherwords, FWS is daring the cerulean warbler groups) are seeking to compel the Bush Admini-
togo to the brink of extinction. Many feel that stration to impose limits on the emission of C®,,
the real reason behind the government's refusal the prime greenhouse gas. The Administration
to takeaction is thatif thecerulean warbler were argues that the EPA lacks authority to limit
protected undertheEndangered Species Act, this greenhouse gases under the Clean Air Act be-
would prevent many stripmine permits from be- Cause, when theact was passed (unanimously in
ing granted and clear-cutting activities from be- 1970), global warming was not yel re ognized as
ing aliowed. 2 problem. There are many facts to shew that
this 5 a willful misconstruing o the Clean Air
Bald Eagle - FWS plans to de-list it Act.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is During theoralarguments, thecourtspenta
plannirig to “de-list” the Bald Eagle, ie., to re- good deal of timeon the “standirg” of the plain-
move it from protection of the Endangered Spe- tiffs. Justice Scalia stated that “standing” re-
ciesAct (ESA) asof February ofthis year. In the quires the plaintiff to be faced with imminent
19605, there were only417 nesting pairs in all of harm; and when a plaintiff attorney noted that
the lower 48 states combined. Now, Tennessee rises n sea level werealraady occurringand were
alone has~60 nestingpairs. going to get worse, Scalia asked “when is the

The American Eagle Foundation points out, predicted “cataclysm?” Let us only hope that
however, that the species is not fully recovered, most of the other justices have the wisdom to
and that de-listing it could allowfor advecse de- recognize that the fate of the globe is at stake.
velopments in areas that serve as bald eagle Fabi- The Court is expected to rule befere July 2007.
tat.

Polar Bear —see 7C 7C. Polar bears may be listed

On December 27, 2006, the US Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) proposed listing polar
bears as 'threatened” underthe Endangered Spe-
7. GLOBALWARMING cies Act. An AP report quotes Interior Secretary

Dirk Kempthorne as saying: “We areconcerned
the polarbear’s habitat may literally be melting.”
Before finalizing the listing, FWS has a year to
o gases: gather and analyze peer-reviewed data and pub-

7A. Another dangerous consequence
of greenhou.

acldification of the ocean lic conunents (of which it has already received
{Information from Blkabeth Kolbertin The New >120,000 in favor of listing). Once the listing is
Yorker, and The New York Tirmes of Dec. 24] finalized, EWSmust prepare a recovery plan for
The oceans act as a sink for CO, from the the bears, and federal agencies are barred from
atmasphere: they absorb itand releaseitagain, in taking any action that could harm polar bears or
roughly equal quantities .... until recently. Now, their habital.



Such harmful actions are any that put
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Is the
Administration finally prepared lo stop green-
house-gas emissions? Thank you, polar bears if
you brirg that aboutt

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact FWS
(wyew fvs.gov. andsee Political Guide) in sup-
ortof peitlanmgie polar bears and their

7D. Oll companles

Investing Ia a warmer globe

linformation from J. Kaurlantzick in the American

Prosped 6iNov 2006)

Even while some oil componies (e.g., BP),
butnotall of
global warming, many of themare busily buying
up rights to prospect for oil & gas i Arctic and
sub-Arctic areas that will soon become ice-free as
the polar cap melts. The US Geological Survey
(USGS) estimates that the Arctic contains ~25% of
all the globe’s untapped petroleum and gas re-
serves. By20500r sooner, rather thanlater,most
of the Arctic may be impacted by oil, gas, and
mining development.

rge number of the leases being bought
bythe large oil companies arein the BeaufortSea,

a pristine ocean offthe northern coastof Alaska

Exploratory activities in that area could ruin

some of the world’s biggest wild salmon runs

and threaten bowhend whales. Other leases are
located in the Barents Sea, north of Norwayand
eastern Russia, where they are likely to damage
crucial spawning grounds for many species of
fish. The s hipping of il from these are as would
beceme che aper due to the fact that the Norih-
west Passage 1s likely to become open within
decade. This means more likelihood of oil spills
in the Arctic.

The current rush to exploration in a more
ice-free Arctic signals several serious environ-
mental threat.

« As a result of drilling activities and oil spills,
the pristine Arctic environment faces destruc-
tion even beyond that due to global warming
perse.

Exploration (which produces methane) and the
fning of crude add greenhouse gases to the
atmosphere andthus increasegloba [warming
Addition of more oil and gas for world con-
sumption delays the transition away from fosstl
fuels,thus also increasingglobal warming.

While several other countries (Denmark,
Russia, Canada) are not blameless, none is as
heavily involved as the USA. The Bush Admini-
stration is actively promoting Arctic exploitation.
For exa mple.

* theUSDI is offering oil companies waivers on
the royalty fees they're supposed to pay on
their finds,

TE. Spreading V..
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« leases are offered without a substantial envi-
ronmental impact study,

* 1o head the USCS, the White House recently

picked Mark Myers, who previously worked

for an oil com pany, thus breaking the prece-

dent that USGS heads come up from within the

agency or from academ

the US is en couraging Norway toexplore in the

BarentsSea.

Gore’s

global warming message

ice President Gore has embarked on train-
ing 1,000 “Climate Project” volunteers 10 help
spr ad the message around the country and
around the globe. ~ Voluntee s learn to present
Gore’s slide show, which was the basis for his
movie (and book) “An [nconvenient Truth,” and
th y undertake to offer the show whereverS0or
more peoplegather.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: To become a volunteer,
contact Honorable Al Gore, Jr., 2100 West End -
Avenue, Suite 620, Nashville, TN 37203, or i
phone 1-615-327-2227. '~

7F. Some actions that add.

global
warmin

« TheTennessee Board ofRegents has approved
student-led initiatives to adopt a student fee
that will fund clean-energy projects, such as
energy-efficiency and—onservation projeckon
campus.

Tennesseecampuses thatare buying renewable
energy from TVA under the Green Power
Switeh program include MTSU (which s offset
ting 10% of its total energy usage with renew-
able), TTU, UT-K, University of the South (Se-
wanet), Rhodes College, and Maryville Col-

UT ics entire Jleet of diesel vehides s now

ered 00 gallons/ week of B-20biodie-
D aeli e aretaults ool dining
hall. Biodiesel fuel emits less sulfur and fewer
hydro:irbons than does conventional diesel

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has announced
plans to rollback subsidies to B Ol (egis-
ated bythe previous Congress) and usethe re-
sources to promote research into renewableen-
ergyand energyconservation.

Climate change will be a major issue for the
House Science Cnmm\ltee under Rep. Bart
Cordon (§6A, this NL). They will also investi-
gate (and lry to pul a smg m) Administration
censor climate-change scientists at
NASA ol NOAR (NL262 98E)




8. THE OAK RIDGE RESERVATION

[Basedon information from Frank Hensicy, submittedfor
AFORR (Advocates for theOak Ridge Reservation)]

8A. Three Bends Aroa
on Wildlife Rehabilitation Ct anu-

One of the possible future functions envi-
sioned for the Three Bends area by AFORR is to
provide the site fora wildlife
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Bush’s Global Nuclear Energy Partnership (GNEP)
Initiative. GNEP will recycle spent nuclear fuel
and destroy its long-lived radioactive components.
To_accomplish this, DOE proposes to- design,
build, and operate three facilities:

The PEIS will consider 13 sites as possible lo-
cations for one or more of the proposed GNEP fa-
alities, and the ORR is one of them. A scoping
meeting will be held in Oak Ridge on February 13
(6:00-9:30 PM, Double Tree Hotel, Salons A & B).

that would servethis region of East Tennessee. To
learn more about this possibility, AFORR is spon-
soring a meeting at which LouAnn Partington will
make an informal presentation entif erding.
Cats: Developing a Wildlife Rehabiliation Cerv
ter.”

Partington is an experienced wildlife re-
habllllamr, Wlli state and federal licenses, who
has worked with songbirds, raptors, small mam-
mals, reptiles, and amphibians at several institu-
tions in Te nnessee and California. As chaic of the
board of the Tims Ford Environmental Education
Association and President of the Tennessee Wild-
life Educators and Rehabilitators Association,
Partington is currentlyengaged in efforts to estab-
lish a wildlife rehabilitation and nature centerat
Tims Ford State Park, as well as working with the
Tennessee Department of Environment and Con-
servation (TDEC) to provide park interpretive
speciahists wilh in-secvice training in wildlife re-
habilitation and captive/education animal man-
ageinent, care, and training. Ms. Partington is also
an outdoor mmusnsr and is active in the Tennes-
see Trails Associ

Her talk wm 5 presented on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 23, at 7 pm at the Oak Ridge Midtown Cor
muni y Center (NE corner of Oak Ridge Turnpil
at traffic light #11). The public is invited. Parting-
ten should be able to help us better understand
the requirements and benefits of a possible wild-

i i

uting at Solway Bend, January 20

Solway Bend, the easteaunost of the Three
Bends, is usually closed to the public, and more
people need to become acquainted with its fea-
lures, Tothatend, AFORR has arranged acces for
Saturday, January 20, and is sponsoring a short
mid-winter hike in the :rei Participants will meet

F: a
Scarboro Road (the road that leads to Clark Center
Park). Thelikewillbe entirely on relatively level

aved or gravel surfaces. Foradditionalinforma-
tion, contactBilljohnstonat 482-7663

8B. A possible futur
for land In the ORR
The Department of Energy (DOE) has an-
nounced thatit will prepare a Progranunatic Envi-
ronmental [mpact Statement (PELS) for President

ymand

WHAT YOU CAN DO: AFORR invites you 1o
join the outing atSolway Bend Ganuaty 20)and
ﬂ|e ‘meeting on wildlife rehabilitation centers -
3). Theyhnp(; % you will also attend the
eoriaty ) conetraing
S ORR muclear-fuel fa-
u.hﬁy(le:)

9. TCWP NEWS

9A. TCWP recelves grant

In our fast Newsletter (NL270 38), we re-
ported having applied for a grant to convene a
meeting of all groups and persons with an inter-
est in the East Fork Obey River, one of the most
pristine river gorge areas in the county that is
under severe threat of degradation. Not only did
we receive the grant, but it was for over three
times the amount we had applied for - $5,000
from the Wo rid Wildlife Fund (WWF)!

According to TCWP executive drector San-
draGoss, plans areunderway tohold a day-long
summit meeting. The event will feature an over-

serving its unigue and remackable qualiti
ture Newsletters will keepyou updated

9B. Political Guide coming soon
This year's Political Guide will be mailed
later thismonth. Preparationof theGuide, which
has been undertaken by Board member Caro!
Grametbauer, is an even bigger job than usual
thisyear because of thenumerous changes (some
stll in progress), both on the federal and state
levels. - Additionally, several improvements in
presentation have been made. Please be sure to
save the Guide in a safe and accessibleplace, and
usell n(!en
he meantime, the fust item under
RESOURCES in 410, below, may be of use 1o you.
We shall also post the Political Guide on the
TCWP website, and will keep it updated as the
year progresses.

9C. Upcoming actlivities
(Foradditional informationonanyof the listed

vents contact Sandra at865- 522.4809, orat
undrak




8D. TCWP volunt.

Whites Cr aintenance d 7

Vore than 20 years 3go, TOWP developed
and undertook to maintain a teail in Rhea County
onTVA property. This is now the Whites Creek
Small Wild Area (SWA) trail, which volunteers
have kept up since the mid-1980s. We invite yo
1o join the traditional winter maintenance session.
Participanis can meet for carpooling at the former
Food City bcation in Oak Ridge (on S. llknois
Avenue near the comer with Oak Ridge Turpike)
at 9:00 am.; or o in the crew at the Whites Creek
trailhead about10:00a.m,

Participants should wea sturdy shoes and
weather-ap propriate clothi Bring  water,
snacks, work gloves, loppers, and small bow saws
or folding saws, # possible. Some tools will be
available at the event. The work session will end
around noon.

Cumberland
snip outing -
s the adoynv: organization for_the
Alley Ford segmen\ol the Cumberland Trail. This
segment runs along the Obed River and offers
beautiful views of the gorge. There will bea snip-
and-saw hikeon Saturday, Februzry 24, whenone
can enjey clear views of the gorge, thanks to the
ahsence o leaves, and leacn about Termessee’ lin
ear park, as well as about one of the most spec-
tacular river gorges in the Eastem United States.

Participants should wear sturdy shoes and
weather-appropriate clothing,  Biing water,
snacks, work gloves, loppers, andsmall bowsaws
or foldingsaws, if possible. Some tools will be
available at the event.

‘There will be a carpool frorn the former Food
Citylocation (ons. Ilinois Avenuenearthe comer
with Oak Rid ige Tumpike) at 500 am; or meet
the Nemo trailhead at 10:00 a.m.

Ad

il Alley Ford Segment:hike g

al
A supplementary events announcemenl will
besentout together with the Political Guidelater
this month (see9B, above).

rs:
we request some and thank others
« For theEarth Day celebrationin Knoxville, April
21, we're recruiting volunteer TCWP ambassa-
dors to work ourboothat Earth Fest. Each shift
willlast2 hours. Interested {nlksshauld wontact
Sandra (see §9C, above) todis
We foee gratefui to Dawd Reister, who re-
sponded to our app computer support
A2 g118) Addlloﬂal valunicers will also
be welcome.
* Thanks, Newsletter volunteers! The followmg
volunteers assembled NL270 for mailing
Bangham, Don Davis, Carol Grametbauer, ek
and Catherine Hensley, Charlie Klabunde,
Helen and Ken Warren. As always, Francis

NL271,1/14/07
12

Perey had the NL up on our websitein record
Thank you all!

port on year-en
IContributed by TCWPT reasurerCharlieKlabunde]
As of Januaty 13, 54 donors have made con-
tributions totaling $14,015. The larger contribu-
tions included: 1@ $5000, 1@ $2000, 20 1000, 2@
500, 5@ (200-350), 11@ 100.
here were also 80 membership renewals,
which brought in $3,170. (21 people did both at
once) All checks received in lhe pre-addressed re-
turn envelopes, without the Appeal form or any
note on the check, were assumed tobe contribu-
tions, notmembershiprenewals.

l-nn of racent activities
(Contributed by Cedar Garsen e and Tim Bigelow]
8/06

ople,  inchu
Middle Samod) ks and 3 Students, part
pated in TCWP's Oak Ridge Cedar Barrens work
day. Workersconcenlratedon removing smaller
exolic species, including. bush_ honeysucke,
privet, and a few autumn olive and lespedeza
plants. A particularly heavy infestation near the
playground area was removed by the students
who worked very hard. No larger trees werere-
moved during this work day. Some spraying of
stumps was performed. Some trash was re-
moved mainly from the playground-entrance
area. The weather was cool at first but warmed
upfora very pleasant workday.

ing_ivoJelferson

10. JOB OPENINGS; CALENDAR;
RESBOURCES

ENINGS

Community .lxnmz(r Jor Save Our Cunnbertand
Mowntains (SOCM,

The organizer il work with membecs insate-
wide issue commitees and/ or local chaplers.
Some internal fundraising and writing duties.
Must own a car. For further information contact
SOCM, P.O. Box479, Lake City, TN 37769, 865-
426-9455; info@socm.ocg.

Field Coardmnlm Jor Appalachian Voices(apply by
Januar
Appllacl\nn Voices seeks a motivated, dedicated
and outgoing individual to manage and increase
.embers and vol
Apyahchlin Vmces campmgnsmend mountain-

foreslry, and xeduce air pollution in the Appala-

chian Mountains. The position is based atthe

group’s m:m office in Boone, NC. Vis
lachianvoices.or ore-mall

to M;zp_qx_&_q_rs or phone 828-262-



.

1500, orwriteto703 West KingStreet, Suite 105
Boone, NC28607.

EVENTS CALENDAR

(Fordetails, check the referenced NLitem;or
contactSandra K. Goss, 865-522-3809, san:
dra@sandrakgoss.com|

. hnuary 20, AFORR'sSolway Bend hike (‘[8A,

O lammy 23,08k Ridge, AFORR progum on wild-
liferehabilitation ceniers (8A, thisN!

« Januaty 27, TCWPwork hike: White's ek Teail
maintenance (§9C, this NL).

« Feb. 3, CherokeeForestVoices AnnualMeeting,
Tennessee Valley Umlanal\ Church(2931 King-
ston Pike, Knox: . ContactCather-
ine Murray, acar

o e o T Conaaraios Voters aCV)an-
nual fundraising party with legislators, Nash-
vAIIe Call 61)5-269 9090, or fcved@bellsouth.net

7093D!

. m 13, Oak Ridge, DOEmeeting o n possible use
oronn land for puciear-fae) {aotky (185, ths
NL).

« Feb. 24, TCWP outingfrom Nemo Bridge: Cum-
berlandTrail hikeand maintenance (19C, this

NL)

« Feb.26, Cumberland MountainState Park,
4:15. Second annual Alliance forthe Cumber-
lands conference, featuring Rep.Lincoln Davis as
keynote speaker, Call Katherine Medlock, 865-

546-5998.

* March 31, TCWP work event: North Ridge Trail
cicanup (detailslater).

« April 14, TCWP wildf ower walk withgarlic-
mustard pull (detailslater).

« April 21, Earth Fest (celeb ration of Easth Day) at
Knoxville’s World’s Fair P ark from 11:00-7:00.
Call865-215-2872 for more information. Alsosee
990 this NI. for needed TCWP volunteers.

RESQURCES
+ Information sources about Tennessee state goo-
erument

[From AP;sent by Charlie Klabunde]

+ The text and status of bills can be found on the
General Assembly sWebsiteat

tnus, or by call-
ing lhe Senale clerk's office at (615) 741-2730,
orthe Houseclerk at (615)741-2901.

+ Information aboutlawmakers and their e-mail
addresses an also befoundat thesame web
site. Legyslators canalsobe reached by calling
(800) 449-8366.

+ DetailsaboutGov. Phil Bredesen'soffice can
befounda

tp:/ [ ww e €.0r¢ 0
orby calling (618 741.2001. So
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+A dnreclclyo[slile agencies is posted at
http:/ /w
anda ldephune directory of state employees
is at
htp:

ja.state.tn.us/ oir; agda

MainSearch.isp.
+ The Ethics Commission Website has informa-
tion on opinions and about lobbyists at
3 stat tec, or by calling
(615)253-8634.

Volunteerpilots needed by SomlW ings.
Founded in 1996,SouthWingsisa non-profitcon-
servation org anization that uses a net werk ef
volunteer pilots and small airceaft to protect and
conserve J:mamul resourcesand ecosystems of
the Sou h eas rovide a bird's-eye view of
pigamitiedtin cegion's forests and wa-
tessheds, and they expose envir onmental degra-
dation and illegal land manage ment practices
thatwould not otherwisebe known. ‘South-
Wings, headquartered in Asheville,works across
10 sates of theSoutheast, E-mailSouthWingsat
orcalll-800-640-1131.

The Knoml!ltRm/leg Coulition’s"Recycling
Guide* lists numerous recycling centersin Knox-
ville andthe surroundingarea. l1alsohasa long
alphabetical st of recyclable items and the orga-
mzations orbusinesses that will buyor accepk
them. Forthelatest edition ofthe Reyeling
Guide, visit www knoxvillerecycles. org or call
865535-9694 (hotline, 865-521-5900)

The Smoky Mountain Field School isan educational
partnership between U.T. and the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park, Visi

www.outreach.utk edu/smok. To request a cata-
io of cours offerings, call365-974.0150.

Howbacteria can remediateuranium-

contaminated groundwater (zesearch by ORNL)

is the subject of a TV show (Modern Marvels) on

the Fistory Charnel, Wednescay, Jan. 24, 10 p.n.
T.

(Submitted by Nina Gregg| The Charterof Humar
Responsibiliiesisan international project withthe
objective of mobilizing people o exercise their
individual and collect ive res ponsibilities to hu
manity and the planet. For TCWP members who
frequently take actionto protect natural re-
sources, responsibility is well understood. The
Charter projec ofer an opporiunity o us the
theme of responsibilty to engage and mobilize
others. 1fyou are interestedin hostingCharter-
themed activitiesinyour community, workplace
or organization, contact NinaGregg, Coordinator
for US Charter activities, at

charter, US@allliance21.0rg or865977 7399. A
conference onethicsandthe environmentis
scheduled for April 10-12, 2008 in Knoxville. For
details, visit
http:/ [isse.utk.edu/energy and




Do you like

The TCWP Newsletter?

Since 1966, the Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning
Newsletter has been providing the best source of
environmental news in the Southeast.

The TCWP Newsletter brings you:
* Concise and timely summaries of environmental issues
of importance to Tennessee and the nation
* Information about how you can make your voice heard
in environmental decisions
* Listings of events and activities for all ages and interests

Here’s how to get one for yourself --
join TCWP today

Completethe coupon below and mail with a heck to Charie Klabunde, TCWP Treasurer,
219 Easl Vanderbl]t Ozk Rn‘lge TN 37830.
TCWP b includs ﬂnd our annual Political
e e e res25.06, F4m|ly$35 www,tcwp.org 865-522-3809

1 (we) would like to join TCWP and receive the Newsletter and Political Guide.

Name,

Address,

Phone, E-Mail

Amount enclosed _



