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12. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| Issue Contact | "Message!" or Action
TA | New River petition Gov. Bredesen (with coples); “Urge OSM (0 cmbirk on analyses requirad by the petifion!™
2B | Sue legistativeinitiatives Yoursat legisators |“Supporiih iitinives e in arcle

3A | Bower's land divestiure Gov. Bredesen (with copics) “Support -

4A | North Shore Road National Park Service | (1) by 3120; (2) Auend beanng2/9 or 2113

SA | Roadless Rule for Cherokee NF | Gov. Bredescn (with copies) “Submit petition for protection of inventoricd roadless areas!”

| |
5B | Hational Roadless Rule | SAFC web site | Sign the petition

5D | Disastrous national forest bill | Your US Representative | “Strongly oppose HR 4200 (FERRA)!™

TA | Propesed NPS policy revisions | NPS Off of Policy {with cc.) “Changes would seriously weaken resource protection!”

7C | Two dangerous House bills Both US senators ™Defeat bills thal dismantle ESA or sell parks er public lands!™

8A | Global warming Sen. Alexander |“Thanks, and please get Congress to tackle this urgentproblem! ™

98 | DOE's policies for ORR Attend january 31 mecting

Senator John Doe ‘The Hon. John Doe Pres. George W. Bush Govemor Phil Bredesen

United States Senate U.S. House of Representalives  The Wiite House State Capitol

Washingion, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243.9872
202456.1414; Fax 456.2461  615.741-2001; Fax 615-%2.9711

i sov il s

Dear Senator Doe Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredescn

Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respectfully yours, Respectfully yours,

Sen. Bil Frist Sen. Lamar Alexander. Rep. Zach Wamp:

Phe 2 3344; FAX: 2022281264 Pic 202.224-4944; FAX: 202.228-3398 2022253271

e-mal hllg ifristsenaw govicontuicfm  e-mail: hipfiolexander.senate govieontctelm  FAX: 2022253494

Loca): 8656374180 Local: 865.545-42%  (FAX 5454252) Locak: 865-576-1976
Web: www.house.goviwamp

To allany Repor Seaato,dil Congressonal switchboud. 202-224-3121. To ind out abousthe sss f bil, call 2022251772
URLs: hitp://www.h and e pov! General contact info: hg/www Isv o
With mail to Ctngmst still slow following the anthrax scare, Cousider faxing, phoning, and other modes of communication

WHAT IS TCWP?
[TCWP (Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning) 1s dedicated to achieving and perpetuating protection of nafural|
lands and waters by meansof public ownership, legslation, or cooperatianof theprivatesec or. While our first focus
is onthe Cumberland and Appalschian regions o East Tennessee, our effars may extend to th ret ofthe stte and
the W' srengih lies in reseatching information pertnent 1o an issue, and educatiny
membershxy and the public, interacting with groups having similar objectives, and ‘working theough the legilative,

branches of onthe federal, state, and local levels.
TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd,, Oak Ridge, TN 37630 President: Jimuny Groton, B65-483-5799 (n)..
09; sandra@sandrakgoss.com

Executive and Memberslup Development Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522-38(
{Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, 865-482-2153. Internet: http:/




1G SOUTH FORK AND OBED

1A. Lends-Unsuliteble-for-Mining Peti-

tion seeks to protect Big 8. Fork

On November 10, two conservation groups
filed a Lands-Unsuitable-for-Mining ~Petition
with the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) under
Sec. 522 ofthe federal Surface Mining Actof 1977
(SMCRA). The two groups, the National Parks
Conservation Association and the National

ubon Society’s Warioto Chapter, are repre-
senled by the Southern Environmental Law Cen-
ter.

The petition pertains to surface coal minin
in an area of 284,000 acres, located primarily
(about 50%) in the New River watershed, which
feeds into the Big South Fork NRRA. Sediment
and acid mine drainage from such mining would
flow downstream into the Park. Other parklands
that could be adversely impacted by mining in
the petition area include the Cumberland Trail
State Park, the Royal Biueand Sundquist Wildlife
Management Areas, Frozen Head State Parkand
Natural Area, and Cove Lake State Park.
SMCRA has a prohibition against issuing permits
for surface mining operations that “will ad-
versely affect any publicly owned park” and

ork designation of la ds ina petitionarea as

Nearly half of the Nzw River watershed
meets OSM's definition of “steep slope,” a fact
that greatly increases the likelihood that mining
will cause landslides and catastrophic structural
failures. Reclamation on such slopes is impossi-
bleor extremely difficult.

ithin, and downstream of, the petition

area, vital habitat for numerous endangered,
threatened, and sensitive species (mussels, fish,
and migratory songbirds) would be destroyed by

uvhtem;mng

within the petition area is incom-

patible wm% the goals of numerous existing fed-
eral, state, and local land-use plans. The recrea-
tional opportunities in the Big South Fork NRRA
that would be adversely affected by the mining
represent an economicbenefitto the region inthe
range of $10-516 million annually. Additionally,
the long-range productivity of the local water
supgiy for Huntsville would be substantially re-

 ReGerffeircuiAindasmake (T ew River
Petition especially significant. TVA is in process
of assessing the potential and the likely impact
of mining an estimated 82 million tons of coal
from the Koppers Coal Reserves in the Royal
Blue Wildlife Management Area (within the peti-
tion area). And, mounlammﬁ removal (including
“cross-ridge” mining) — with its totally devastat-
ing impacis on the environment -- has become
the industey's preferred method of mining,
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The New River Petition covers a larger area
and more issues than has been the case for most
previous “Lands Unsuitable” petitions. This is
due 10 the high concentration and qualtty of
natural resources at stake, the level of coal min-
ing anticipated, and the growing understanding
of the scope of environmental damage associated
with surface mimng.

OSM, after determining that the petition is
administratively complete, must conduct a com-
tudy of the impacts of future coal
mining in the petition area (existing mmes could
conlinue to operate). All allegations in the New
River Petition need tobe analyzed

eror Bredesen has described the Cum-
berland Plateau as “one ofthe most beautiful and
biologically diverse places on the planet,” and as
an “internationally recognized and  celebrated
gem of biodiversity” (NL250 J4A). [n view of the
fact that protection of the landscape and natural
resources of the Plateau is a top priority for the
overnor, it is tobe hoped that the state of Ten-
nessee will support the petition

WHAT YOU CAN DO. Please tell Gov. Brede-
sen (address on p.2), thatthe New River Petition
accurately represents the conditions and prob-
temms i the atea, and a5k him 1o urge OSM to
embark onthe analyses required by thepetition.
Send copies of your messageto TDEC Commis-
sioner Jim Fyke and Deputy Commissioner Paul
Sloan (Tennessee Department of Environment

and Conservation, 401 Church St.,, L&C Annex 1*
Floor, Nashville, TN 37243-0435; or e mail
jim.fyke@state.tn.us).

1B.Forest fire in the Obed

WSR
[Based on a report by Obed Ranger Matt Hudson)
e of the most scenic areas of the Obed
Wild & Scenic River was damaged by a forest fire
in November. The Park Service is fairly certain
that the cause was an unattended campfire.

The fire was located between Clear Creek
and the Obed River near the confluence of the
two streams, and occupied an area of approxi-
mately 116 acres. It was discoveced un Novem-
ber 12, and was contained the following day by
personnel from the National Park Service, the
Tennessee Division of Forestry and the National
Forest Service; however, it continued to smolder
for severalweeks thereafter.

of the affected acreage consists of
the area between the base of the cliff and the
north bank of the Obed River, extending ap-
proximately one inle upstream from the Clear
Creek/Obed junction. The majority of the ridge
top belween the two river canyons, near the end
of the Point Trail, was also burned. Only smalt

uel burned within the Clear Creek
porge. Although the fire was, primarily a ground
fire, flame lengths reached 20 feet or more in



many piacesboth, in the Obed canyon andalong
the Point Trail.

‘The Park Service hasbeen work ing on reha-
bilitating the section of the Point Trail impacted
by the firefighting effort, and the trail is now
opento publicuse.

1C. Protection of Obed water quality:
Crossville Is now subject to EPA
Phsse-11 Stormwater Mand ates

Concerned about the recent ominous wors-
ening of water qualily in the upper Obed, TCWP
recently approached the Dept. of Environment

Conservation (IDEC), requesting remedial
measures (NL264 11B). Pollution, bad enough to

erit the water-quality designation “non-
supportmg,” afflicts an upstream river segment
that has come to extend partway down intothe
Obed Wild & Scenic River (WSR) boundary. Its
source is surface runoff from the City of
Crossviile.

TCWP's request that Crossville be added to
the Phase-1l Stormwaler Control Mandales list
has been joined by the Nationai Park Service’s
Obed Wild & Scenic River. The NPS letter sum-
marizes a number of statutory justifications for
this request, citing the Wild & Scenic Rivers Act,
the State’s designation of the Obed WSR as Out-
standing National Resource Water (ONR W), and
the designation of federally listed Critical Habitat
for three anumal species (as well as the presence
oftwo federallyprotected plant species).

Our requests were successful. TDEC's Divi-
sion of Water Pollution Control sent a letter to
Crossville last month, inforining the city that it is
now subject tothe guidelines for the EPA Phase-
1T Stormwater Mandates. The city has 180 days
from thedate ofthe letterto submitthe necessary
paperwork.

The mandateshouldbring about a reduction
in polluants eniering the Obed and tributaies.
This should help change the present “Non-
supporting” ranng of the upper Obed (down past
Potters Ford, within the WSR boundary) to a
“Supporting” rahng.

1D. New Community Planner
at Big South Fork
[Ccnmbuh_d by Sandra Goss|
Phyllis A. Trabold who has served most re-
cently ab ecologist with the U, 5. Artay Corps of
Engineers in Los Angeles, California, has been se
lected as the new Community Planner at Big
South Fork National River and Recreation Area.
Trabold will fill a position left vacant when Chris
Stubbs_transferred to Cedar Creek and Belle
Grove National Historical Park last year.
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1E. Blg South Fork did not make the

%10 Most Endangered Rivers” list
[Contributed by Sandra Gess|
anessa Morel reportsthat the

nominationof the Big South Fork of the Cumber-
land River for American Rivers” list of “Most En-
dangered Rivers” was not accepled for this year.
TCWP was a partner organization in the nomina-
tion. In compiling the list of tivers across the
country, American Rivers considers upcoming ac-
tions ordecisionsthat threaten the rivers' health.
Due to the uncertainty about the time of release
of TVA's Draft EIS on mining the Koppers prop-
erty, the threats to Big South Ferk did not appear
imminent at this time. Vanessa reports that we
were invited lo resubmit our nomination next
year.

2. STATE GOVERNMENT

2A.Gov. Bredesen Appolnts
Conservation Trust Board

Last year's General Assembly passed the
Tennessee Heritage Conservation Trust Fund Act,
lhe product of an Administration bill (NL262

The Trust Fund Act promotes public-
pnvale partnerships as a means for conserving Ifs
state’s natural spaces. While applying to the
whole state, the uutial emphasis of the Trust will
be on the Cumberland Plateau. The main purpose
is the acquisition of "real property” (ie. land), or
interest in “real property” (i.e,, easements) for the
state.  The Trust Fund may accomplish this end
byany of a number of means (donation, sale, ex-
change, fease, etc.), but may not use eminent do-
main. In additien to carrying out acquisitions it-
self, the Trust maymake grants orloans to various

vernment agencies or te non-profit erganiza-
tions to fulfill the stated purposes. T te legislature
appropriated $10 million in start-up money for the
fund; subsequently, the Trust Fund is expected to
raise muchofits needed funding.

On November 1, Governor Phil Bredesen
announced the appointment of the 11.member
Tennessee Heritage Conservation Trust Fund
Board. The Board of Trustees is independent of
the Tennessee Dept. of Environment and Conser-
vation, but attached to TBEC for administrative
purposes.

In making theannouncement, Gov. Bredesen
said: "It's personally important to me to preserve
land for the future of our state and the people of
Tennessee. Once it's gone, we can never gobacklo
thewild spacesthat are somucha part of Tennes-
see’s landscape.” The Board is charged with de-
veloping the criteria around which projects will be
judged (e, it will not have to abide by existing
plans or priority lists). It will also make decisions
asto whichtracts aretobe acquired



The 7 men and 4 women appointed to the
Board hold (or have held) positions in local or
federal government, business and industiy, the
press, law firms, and agriculture. Some’ have

or conservation groups, such as the Land Trust
for Tennessee, the Tennessee Chapter of the Na-
ture Conservancy, and Trout Unlimited

B. Legisletive Initietives

to supported In 2006

Tenn, Conservation Voters (TCY) is getting
ready to support the agenda of its member organi-
zations (mcludmg TCWP) when the General As-
sembly convenes for the second part of the ses-
sion. Currently the TCV Board is compiling a final
list from the separate lists that have been submit-
ed.

The TCWP Board voted to support the fol-
lowing initiatives.

« A one-time appropriation for land purchases
from Bowater (see ¥3A, this NL). This could
take the form of a bond issue or other state-
fuy;di:g mechanismforthe immediate purchase

lan

SB.142/HB.1328, which authorizes TDEC to is-
sue stop-work order when mising pollutes wa-
ters (for rationale, see NL264 92C)

SB.1945/ (HB.318), the TN Forest Resource Con-
servation Acl, which establishes a registration
and permit system for chipmill facilities
SB.1240/(HE. 1578, which sets up TN beverage-
container deposit program (“bottle bill“) to con-
serve resources and control Tennessee’s litter
problem (see NL264 §2B for background). See
also 11, this NL (“Resources”

« SB611/(HB.19%4), which adds environmental
members to selected environmental-protection

boards
SB.292/H8.209, which providesa tax exemption
for the purchase of hybrid vehicles and other
cars meeling nonpolluting standards.

WHAT YOU CAN DO. Contact your Tennessee
legislators in the General Assembiy (sce Political
Guide) to support some or all of these initatives.

2C Triennlel Review of Ste

Weter
Quality Stenderds Is under wey
IContributed by Sanera Gess]

Revisions to the State’s Water @Quality Stan-
dards are in the public review stage. Earlier this
month, TCWP Executive Director Sandra K Goss
attended a Water Quality Board hearing about
the ploposed revisions. The draft document is
now being analyzed by us and others, and
TCWP's commen(s will be published on ourweb
site later this month. We also planto distribute
an e-mail alert with inforination about how the
changes proposed in this important document
would affect the quality of sur waters. For more
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informatien vistt our web site, www.tewp.org; or

contact Sandra (Gandragsandrokgosscon) fo
signup for e-mailalert

2D.TCWP comments on

wuﬂm Agency’s Stretegic Pian
e Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
1TWRA)|sm the processof developingits“Second
Strategic Plan, 175-page draft is
dividedinto 19 chapters, many of themdevotedto
game animals. in December, TCWP commented
on the “Nongame and Endangered Species” sec-

ion.
In addition to applauding TWRA's conserva-
tion work andils strategicthinking about funding
sources, we made the following sugges
tions/ comments.
+ Itis important that large areas of natural com-
munities be managed so as to support a broad
range of biodiversity. For example lhe creation
of food-plot areas for elk in the high elevation
areas of Royal Blue WMA could be a Shreat to
species thal require high-elevation forest, includ:
ing the cerulean warbler and many other plank
and animal. We recommend that management
plans for particular areas be reviewed for their
effecton maintatninga wariety of habitals.
To protect the undoubtedly numerous “undis-
covered” species throughout TN, it is essential
toprotecta wide rangeof habitats, For example,
the loss of forest in the Nashville area, men-
tioned in TWRA's draftplan, could affect many
“undiscovered” species. NatureService has de-
veloped a listof imperiled habitats (plant asso
ciations) that may well be home to as yet “un-
discovered” species. We recommend that
TWRA protect the listed imperiled habitals in
the Nashville areaand elsewhere.
Because plant biodiversity is affected by TWRA
management, it is important that plants be con-
sidered in management plans. We recommend
that TWRA work closely with the Tennessee
Natural Heritage Program to prolect plant spe-
cies, especially those listed by the state of Ten-
nessee or the lederal government in needof pro-
tection.
We recommend that all TWRA management
and land-acquisition decisions be reviewed to
ensure that they support the goals of preserva-
tion of a wide range of habilats and of bicdiver-
sity, including plants.

2E. Recommendetions from the

Stete pPerks Summlit
{Contributed by Sandra Goss)
The Tennessee Department of Environment
and Conservation (TDEC) recently conducted a
series of nine townhall meetings all across the
state (NL263 3B). This was followed by a Ten-
nessee State Parks Summit meeling that came up



with the following top recommendations (there
were two each far the #3and #4 positions):

#1. Seek a large ($50 to $100 milion) bond
tiative for land acquisi tion, tobe paid for over
time through thereal-estate trans fer tax.

2. Provide adequate funding to protect
State Park and Naturd Area boundaries. Con-
duct boundary sur veysatal] sites.

TIED FOR #3. Establish a Tennessee State
Parks Commission (with dedicaed funding).
Consider expanding the duties/authority of the
Conser vation Commission
TIED FOR #3. Dedicate stff positions at
each park to focus on educational pregramming
and outreach to thecammuni ty, schools, e tc.

TIED FOR #4. Develop a cam pehen ive
state parks land axquisiton plan that establishes
a policy on number of acres protected per capita,
and keeps pace with population grow th

plement job descriptions
and ;ob plans for it per onnel. i ncluding top
mangement.

2F. Golf courses In state parks

heve been an economic disester

We hate to have to say “we told you sg” but
this issue redly deserves it. In the early 1990s,
Tennessce's stategovernme nt went all out far de-
veloping maja galf cour es in numerous state
paks (including Cumberland Mountain SP near
Crossville). TCWP waged a valiant, but losing
battle against these developments, which, we be-
lie ved, were totdly at odds with the conce pt of
state parks having been established for the protec-
tion and public e njoyment of an area’s nat ural vd-
ues. Oneaddi tional argumentu ed byus was the
great likelihood that the gotf course , funded by a
1993 bondissue, werea money-lo ing proposition.

This ha, indeed, hap pened. O the $20 mil-
lion in bonds, only $12 mullion have been paid
back, leaving the state in the hde to the tune of
$18.8 million. Just thinkoftheacrezges of natural,
special lands that could have been acquired and
protected wi th that amoun t of money!

3. OTHER STATE NEWS

3A. Bowater’s land divestiture:

threets end opportunities

Bowater, the Cumberland Platear's sirgle
larges t landow ner, recently announced ifs inten-
tion to sell all of its timberlands in the southeast.
These cover a_total of 400,000 acres, of which
23,000 are in Tennessee, the bulk of them on the
Cumberland Plateau (NL264 93C). The pracess of
di vestiture has alrealy got underway. “Packets”
of sizable track ofland have bee nse nt out topro-
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specti ve buyers, and Bowater hopes to have all of
the landsold bytheend ofthe year. The company
is loking far buyersoflarge parcels whowill own
the property but contract with Bowater to provide
timber from the land fet Bewater's paper mills
sdes pae threats @ well as opportuni-

ties. The large tra ts of Bowater land located on
the Cumberland Plateau include unspoiled wild
gorges with Huff edges that codd provide desir-
able building sites for hauses, hotels, or restau-
rants. Develepments such as these would quickly
ruin the natural character of these special land-
scapes. Buyers of Bowater trats could make a
profit fran selling the gorges and their bluff
edges, while kee ping the uplands for tim ber pro-
duction. Alternati vely, land-protection interes s,
state and/or private, might be able to acquire
these criticd areas for preservation. It is the latter
possibinity that lies behind the initiative, sup-
ported by TCWP, to get the state to make a one-
time appropriation to acquire criticd pations of
Bowaterlands (see 928, this NI

It shoud be noted lhal as part of the Memo-
randum of Unders tandi by Bowater last
sum mer (NL262 91B), the company committed it-
self to not selli ng or harvesting about 7,000 acres
in sensiti ve areas that areof exceptional ecdggica,
gedogical, @ histarical significance. It remains to
be see n whether the Bowater abides by this MOU.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Lrge Gov. Brede en
(address on p.2) to supporta one-time appropria-
tion to acquire ecologically significant portions of
Bowatet lands. Send copies f your message to
TDEC Commissioner Jim Fyke and De puty
Commissioner Paul Sican (address in box on p3)

3B. Good news for Crsb Orchard Mtn.
 [Contrbuted by anda G
ong, ago, whe n a Izge (>6.000 acre

ract on CrabeOrvand Meun i in e
County was acquired by the Lone Star Energy
Corp., there was concern about the future use of
this area, which edends dlo e to Daldys Creek,
and which is slated to be traversed by the Cum-
berland Trail S tate Scenic Tral. Re prese ntatives
of the campany have now met with Cum berland
Tral staff and with Save Our Cumberland Moun-
tains mem bers to discu s the fu ture protection of
Crab Orchard Mountain The campany ha pro-
paed alternatives that include  conser vation
management for almast their entire holdi ngs, or
donation or sde of property to the State of
Tennessee

his & peoiTne s udesdynl il b
conlmmns valuable natural landscapes, the prop-
erty is a scenic asset o the 140 corridar, a- well
as the site of histaric places where middle Tern-
nessee setllers camped on their way to new
hames.
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3c. lmulg- Gulf Is under threst 3E.Legel bettie over
[Fromdispakhes by Ron Castlc and Seott May|
A housing deveK)pmenl under way by mountsintop mining permits

A litle while ago, the Army Corps of Engi-
Roland Monette encompasses about 500 acres neers (CoB) instituled a process for approving a
along the bluff, and surioundg Ranger Creek, reat pemit (o moiios o hig toe
across Savage Culf tothe southwest of Stone Door, W it i J g
This development threatens 1o spoil the viewshed permits under the Clean Water Act (CWA) fo ac-
ofiSavageCult) A gravel madihasheen'laid [to/the tivities that “will have only miniral cumuative
property. Underground elctrcity has been run. doerse effectonthe environment” [ialicsours)
There is 2 large inventory of 6" water pipe on site Tn 2004, Judge Joseph Goodwin of the US.
nipseparation;oplaying{w ater, lines T heldovel, District Court in Huntington, W.Va, ruled that
opment is obviously moving forward at a rapid issuance of the general permit violated the CWA
by allowing the Corps 1o conduct environmental
analyses of the mining operatiens affer the permit
was issued, without affording the public an op-
portunity to comment.
Unfortunately, the U.S. Court of Appeals in
Richmondrecently disagreed with the lower

ace.
Thegoal of Friendsof the South Cumberland
Recreation Area is to assure that the viewshed of
Savage Gulf wilt not be destroyed and that the
wilderness character will not be ruined by seeing
houses on the biuff from the Stone Door or the Big
Creek Rim Trail: The Fiiendshavelbeeniworking, court's ruling and remanded the case to the dis-
diligently to raise money through their Saving tict court. Environmental groups say they will
Great Spaces campaign to purchase p::rerxy sur- raisenew issuesin thenew proceedig, including
sondiog ihel 5:;‘; ;;’h‘;ﬁr::“;:“" and wil- whether the Corps considered the impacts of the
Friends of South Cumberland State Recrea- miningopersiions onyervestrallife.
tion Area are now in negotiations with Monette.

They are also in contact with TUEC and other 3F. Al for the to
sources of revenue. The group has hir d an ap- sPonsor First Annuel Conference
praiser and should have mformation from him m [Contributed by Sandra Goss|

3.4 weeks. A committee of the Alliance for the Cumber-

lands is making grogrms towards the Alliance’s
First Annual Conference. Scheduled fur Februacy
27, 2006, at the Cumberland Mountain State Park,
the conference theme is “Ecologies and Econo-
mies.” Among the speakers are Tennessee De-
partment of % avironment and Conservation
‘Commissioner Jim Fyke. There wilt also be pres-
entations by representatives of Daniel Boone Na-
tional Forest East Tennessee Climbing Coalition,
National Parks Conservation Association, Ten-
nessee Technological University, Tennessee Wild-
unighelarealin 2004 afdiihe slate ol Alsbama sub life Resources Agg(ncy, Tennessee Chapter of the
sequently/purchasedithell2.31 0:acrs Alabamalpor Nature Conservancy, and University of Tennes-
tion and designated it as a Wildiife Management see. Registration fee is $10.00, and the deadline
Aireda éWM?) FYLzoos fedpeml appmpnﬂll(ons x;‘\ to register is February 13. For more information
duded a ForestiLegaeygheogram”granijior the or to register, e-mail Alliance Executive Director

8,943-acre Tennessee (Franklin County) portion of
his tract (NL2G3 1481, Within it are the actual Katherine Medlockat kmediock®ine org,

“Watls of Jericho,” a large, bowl-shaped amphi-
theater that shook waleroutof holes and cracksin
the canyon wall during times of high flow. This 4. THE SMOKIES: NORTH SHORE
area and its immediate watershed, 750 acres alto- ROAD EIS AND OTHER MATTERS
gether, will be managed asa State Natural Area by
the Tennessee Depattment of Environment and

QD.

The Walls of Jericho is a huge (21,453-acre)
tract of river gorges andforesteduplands, contain-
ingan extraordinardy diverse amay of plants and
animals (NL .

“The szm Consmancy acquired  this

Conservation (IDEC). The remainder of the Ten- 4A. Camments ara neadad on tha

nessee portion will be managed by TWRA as the North Shore Roed Dreft EIS

Bear Hollow WMA. The Draft EIS (DEIS) on the North Shore
Until recently, the only public access was on Road has now been released, with notice h-vmg

a trail in Alabama. Now, Tennessee has access via been published in the federal register of Jan. &

a newly blazed Tiking trail and parking lot. The Visit - www, dinfo/ documents.ht

trail was dedicated by Gov. Bredesen in late Octo- for the (ol DES, a3 wel 35 for information pre-

ber.  For infonination on visiting the Walls of sented at various past meetings on It subject.

Jericho, go to www.nature.org/ Tennessee. Enclosed with this Newsletter is a flyer contain-



analysis of the DEIS, along with recommended

actions. TCWP has exlenswely discussed issues

and alternativesin NL260

The Natona] ok Seveie has scheduled 5
hearings on the DEIS, twoof themin Tennessee,
as follows:

« February 9, 2006, 4:30-8:00p.m., Knoxville Mar-
riott, 500 Hill Avenue, SE., Knoxville, TN;

« February 13, 2006, 43080 p.m, Gatlinburg-
Pittman High School Auditorium, 150 Proffitt
Road, Gatlinburg,

The National Park Service (NPS) will con-
sider comments received by March 20 indevelop-
ing a final EIS and a Record of Decision. These
maybe expected in | 2-14 months.

NL.265,1/16/06
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that the NPS could much more efficiently do this
work in-house, using professional NPS workers.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
(1) Read the eonservationists’ summaty of the DEIS
onthe backofp.15.. Intimeforthe March 20
deadline, write to NPSin supportof the CashSet-
tlement for Swain County. Address: Gt. Smoky
Mountains National Park, 107 Headquarters
ad, Gatlinburg, TN 37738.

(2) Attend one of the February hearings (see above).

To carpool, call Sandra Goss at 865-522-3809.

4B. New Sclence Center for the Perk

For 70 years the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park’s science program has operated out
of o serics of makeshif €alities. By spring of
2007, it should o s permanent building,
equipped with needed lab facilities. The Twin
Creeks Science and Education Center will be lo-
cated off the Cherokee Orchard Road near Gat-
linburg. Most of the funding for the $485 facility
came fcom the NPS Line Itera Construction Pro-
gram.

Numerous construction and equipment fea-
tures will result in a building designed tohavea
low impact on the environment. The Center will
supply Park scientists and outside researchers
yeth almost S times the amount of space they
have today, w ate-controlled room for
natural history 'cotctions, and with laboratory
facilities that may, among other things, expedite
the progress of the All-Taxa Biodiversity Inven-
tocy.

4C. NP8 outperforms

outside contractors

Here's one concrete argument against an
Administration initiative to replace NPS employ-
ees with outside contactors (NL255 98D). Last
year, the Park undertook the required Prelimi-
fary Planning Effort (PPE), designed to deter-
mine whether the maintenance and repair tasks
currently performed by NPS employees could
more cost-effectively be accomplished under out-
side contract. The analysis led to the conclusion

5. OUR CHEROKEE NATIONAL
FOREST AND THE USFS

5A. Gov. Warner petitions for

roedi are ss protection;
Gov. Bredesen should tool

Virginia's Govemor Mark Warmer, on De-
cember 22, sent a petition for roadlessareaspro-
tection to Mike Johanns, U.S. Sec. of Agriculture.
The petition requests 100% protection, in accor-
dancewith the 2001 Roadless Aroas Conservation
Rule, for all 380,000 acres in Virginia's national
forests that have been inventoried as roadless
the U.S. Forest Service. He cites (among other ar-
guments) the lengthy analysis undertaken by the
USFS in developing the 2001 Ruleand independ-
ent analysis of the relevant issues. The invento-
ried roadless areas provide “important recreation
and tourism opportunities, clean water, wildlife
habitat, and scenic beauty.”

The action by Gov. Warner should set a
clear standard for other states in the region, in-
cluding Tennessee. We hope fervently that Gov.
Phil Bredesen will join Gov. Mark Warner in the
effortto protect the few remaining wild areas in
southeastern foress andwill also file a petition in
timeforthe November 13, 2006 deadline.

Background

Alfter years of seeking to weaken the 2001
Roadless Area Conservation Rule, the Bush Ad-
ininistration finally eliminated it altogether, ig-
norimg the comments of about 1.5 million citizens
andof numerous governors (inciuding Gov. Bre-
desen) who had opposed this action. tn May
2005, the Rule was replaced by an oplmnalslale-
by-state process under which governors whoare
seeking roadless protection for National Forest(s)
in their state have theburdenof fling a petition
(NL261 96B). Unless a governor submits a peti-
tion, the only protections to roadless areas in that
state’snational forest(s) are those specified by the
latest Management Plan for the forest(s) in ques-
tion.

‘These Management Plansare totally insuffi-
cient. In the case of Tennessee'ssole national for-
est, the Cherokee NF, the “prescriptions”
classifications entailing different kinds of man-
agement) adopted for the 2004 Revised Manage-
ment Plan allow road-building and/ or logging in
31% of the areas that were inventoried as roadless
for the 2001 Rule. Even more worrisome: the
Forest Plan can be amended at any time under the
new “flexible” planning regulations.

About 85,000 of the 635,000 acres in the
Cherokee NF (13.4%), were inventoried as
roadless. The 2001 Rule prohibits constructionof




newroadsin these inventoried areas, but the use
of exising oads and acces (g, 10 private prop-
erty) is maintained at the stafiis quo level. The
prohibition is not draconian: even b mvenloned
roadless areas, new roads can be constructed to
protect public health and safety; and timber cut-
ting may be dore under special circumstances
(eg. for fuel reduction, maintenance of wildlife
openings, 1o improve endangered, threatened, or
sensitive specieshabitat, etc.)

The process of filing a petition need not be
labor-intensive of expensive. Thus, the state of
Tennessee can simply petition to restore the full
prolection of the 2001 Rule for 100% of the inven-
toried roadless areas in the Cl
petition can rely on the assessment, environ-
mental analysis, and the roughly 20,000 Tennes-
see public ‘comments documented under the
adoption of the 2001 Rule. [n other words, the
case for full protection hasalready been mad
the USFS m the documentation provided for the
200 Rule.

Formore informationabout roadless forests
in theSouthern Appalachians and the beneflls f

protecting roadless areas,
<http:// fc. i roadles: Irnﬂ
rul 9

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Gov. Bredesen
(address, p.2)and urge Inmwpennnn the US.

u resic tection of the
IMlRoag?ecsuskArn Cansefvahoﬂp;'lnulelor 100%
oftheinventoried roadless areaslocated within
Tennessee's Cherokee National Forest. The For-
estPlanalone does not protect allinventoried
roadlessareas, nor is it pecmanen You can use

n the

check out a sample letier at
www.

>. Senda copy of your letter
6 Commissione um Fyke (Tenncssee

ment of Environment and Conservation, 401
Churcht, LGC Aanax 1*Flocr, Nashvile, T
37243-0435; ore-mail

88. Nationsl campalgn

to restore the Rosdleas Ru

le we are currently mmw.m following
a state-by-state approach, the fact remains that
our national forests belong to all Americans, re-
gardless of state. They deserve national protec-
tions.
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5C. Cherokee timber sale canceled

Project]
In November, the Watauga District of the
Cherokee National Forest canceled The Walnut
Mountain timbersale. This sale would have led
to logeing 726 acres and would have adversely
impacted the Pond Mountain Wilderness and the
slide Hollow roadlessarea.

n behalf of Wild South and the Southern
Appzlathlan Biodiversity Project, WildlL.aw sub-
cutted comments challenging this project, and
filed a lawsuitoverthe Forest Service's failureto
make public the documents on the proposed tim-
ber sale. The organizations will continue to press
for the release of these documents in arder fo see
why the agency would propose such a poorly de-
signed project, and to help prevent similar bad
projects fromoccurring inthe future.

Other groups thal also worked ve ry hard on
stopping this timber sale include Chero kee Forest
Voices, the Southern Appalachian Forest Coali-
tion, and the Southern Environmental LawCen-
ter.

D. HR.4200 would be s catastrophe
for our natlonal forests

Iinformation from Farest ServiceEmployees

ferEnvironmental Ethics|

On November 3, the Forest Emergency Re-
covery and Research Act (FERRA, HR.4200) was
introduced in the Hause. 1f passed, FERRA will
allow any and all kinds o Togging, Gnchuding
clearcutting) after a “catastrophe,” which is d
fined as all things natural that happen ina forest,

e wind, rain, snow, soil erosion, or fire.
lowing anyof these circumstances, a project plan
forlogging canbe drawn upin 30 daysorlessand
numerous environmentally harmful activitiesare
allowed, with the agency being exempted from
the requirements of NEPA and ather laws.

FERRA has the full support of the Bush
Administration and the Undersecretary of Agri-
culture, Mark Rey, a former timber-ind ustry lob-
byist. It is endorsed by the leading  anti-
environmental legysiatorsinthe House.

FERRA would,

+ gut environmental lawsthat protectour na-
tional forests;
declare waron natureby labelingnatural
events as “catastrophes” that compellogging to
“save” the forest;
« put millions of acresof old-growth forest and

WHAT YOU CAN DO 51gn the online citizen’s
petition for reinstatementof the2001 Rule(re-
storing national roadlessarea protection). Go'to
<http:/ [

jog

cisk oflogging.
Formore information, visit www fseee.org

WHATYOUCANDO: Withoutdelay,please
call and weite yourU. S. Represenlative (address
on p.2) and tell him/ her that HR 4200 (FERRA)
would bean unmitigated catastrophe for ourna-
tional forests.




SE. Selivege togging
hes disestrous effects
[Basedon informationfitom ForestService Employees
forEnvironmental Ethics]

“Taking out the dead trees” sounds innocu-
ous, doesn't it? [n fact, in old-growth forests,
trees killed by fire play a crucial ecological role
They provide habital for impo rtant species of
birds, mammals, insects, and (ungi. Big dead
trees fall into streams where they create fish habi-
tat and lower downstream soil erosion. After a
fire, ecologists see dead trees as essential to the
future of old-growth forests (natural forests that
have developed over at least200y ears). The For-
estService (USFS), however, sees onlydeadtim-
ber thatshould be logged before it rois. In addi-
tion to causing the detrimental loss ofdead trees,
salvage logging also inflicts severe damage on
fragilesoils through the use ofheavy equipment,
oftenon steep hillsides.

“Salvage” has become the Forest Service’s
favorite loophole to log protected forests. One
teason: the Service gets 1o keep the money pard
by purchasers of salvage timber instead of having
to send it to the USY'reasury. Amazingly, in ase-
ries of recent timber sales, the USFS has justified
loggingliving, green ol-gratofh rees by climing
they were “dyi0g

The 1976 National Forest Management Act
(NFMA) requires the USFS to protect wildlife di-
versity in our national forests. This must apply
to all species, including those that require bumt
forests. At theend of 2004, theBush Administra-
lion deleted all rules that had been promulgated
under Ihe NFMA (NL259 §5; NL258 97B2), in-

cludin, requiring viable rwpulahons of wild-
ll(! Al balllzs musl now be ht in the courts.

8. TVA

6A.TV A studying TCWP's offer
to donete lend et Whites Creek
Ever since the early 19805 when TCWPsuc-
cessfully urged TVA io designate a -200-acre
hilly tract on the White’s Creek Embayment of
Watts Bar Reservoir as a Small Wild Area (SWA),
we have had a strong interest in this beautiful
land. TCWP entered into a contract with TVA for
maintaining a trail that winds through the SWA,
as well as (with the company's willing permis’
sion) through a small portion of an adjacent large
water tract. When Bowater, in 208l, an-
nounced its intention of selling this tract, TCWP
raised enough money from its membership to
purchase the ~50 acres that contain the trail and
provide a buffer for the SWA (NL247 $4; N1.250
48).

Ourintention hasalways beento donate this
land toTVA asan integral additionto the White’s
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Creek SWA. The deed would contain a clause by

which the land would revert to TCWP should
TV Adecide to manage it orobjectives other than
those of a SWA, or — worse -- should try o sell it
The latter possibility has become more frighten-
ing in the light of some recent land divestitures
by TVA, and of the expressed philosophy of
some TVA Board membens that lands that are not
generating revenue for the agency should be

On January 12, four TCWP members met
with a group of TVA staff to discuss our pro-
posed landdonation with a reversion clause. The
Walts Bar Walershed Team manager has now
been charged with taking the lead in TVA’s fur-
therconsideration of our proposal

8B. No environmentalist
on expended TVA Board
The TVA Board, which, for about 70 years,
has consisted of three full-time members, is now
to be expanded 1o nine part-time ones. To date,
Pres. Bush has nominated sixto join the two re-
maining current directors, Skila Harris and
Chairman Bill Baxter. According to an AP story,
all six new nominees ha ve been donors to Repub-
lican campaigns.

e argument in favor of expanding the
Board was to increase diversity and to include
people with different expertise. ~ All the new
nominees, however, are successful business peo-
ple, including the only one who hasutilityexpe-
rience. There are no people of color, and o
one new woman. And there is no one with expe.
rience in, or advocacy for, protecting the envi-
ronment.

7. NATIONAL ISSUES:

TA. prePosed Perk Service
Ppolicy revisions seriously weeken
resource protection
[Ccmnbut!d byCindy Kendrick]

I Park Service (NPS) has issued

ropns&d revlsmns to its management policies
(NL263 97A; NL264 17A) and is accepting public
comments until February 18. The polici es a ¢ used
as a reference managers and planners
when makingdecisions that affect uvts o the na-
tional park system. Initially issued in 1918, man-
agement policy has been revised a number of
times, but previous revisions differ in fundamen-
tal aspects from the current i nitiative. Firsl, pre vi-
eus rovisions, including those in 1988 (Reagan)
and 2000/01 (Clinton), have been first developed
and extiensively reviewed by career public ser-
vants and professionals priot to “eirieatiot of
modificatton by political appointees. By contrast,
the current revision represents, according fo the




National Parks Conservation Association, “an
Administration attempt to impose a fundamen-
tally different interpretation of NPS laws andpoli-
cies onthe professionalsinthat agency.”

Second, the 1916 Orgamic Act, which created
the NP, directs that the national parks be pre-
served “by such means as will leave them unim-

ired for the enjoyment of fuue generatons:

olicy revision removes sigrificant lan-
guage it clearly sets conservation above all else
i park decisions, Thus, these revisions could al-
low short-sighted recreational demands, perhaps
driven by commercial profit, to degrade resources
that we owe to our nation’s grandchildren. Ex-
amples include weakened policies that protect air
quality and “natural soundscapes,” control live-
stock damage, and provide wilderess suitability
review and interim protection of wilderness can-
didates. In addition, revisions reverse the burden
of proof on unacceptable impacts of proposed
uses, making exclusion of damaging activities
tougher. New language weuld mandate that
parks looks for ways to help the proposed “use”
comply, so it could be allowed. These and other
provisians pave the way for extended use of mo-
torized vehicles, including off-read vehicles and
personal watercraft.

In October 2005, Senator Lamar Alexander
andfive other Republican senators senta letter to
Interior Secretary Gail Norton questioning the
need for a change from the2001 policy and noting,
that the “first principle in rewriting Park Service
policies should be to do no harm.” TCWP joins
thesesenatorsin rejectingthe proposed revisions.

WHATYOU CAN DO: ByFebruary18,tellihe
ParkService lo abandon this dam aging and un-
nesded polcy revision. NPCA's detaled araly-

QgL wrw ite/anal
asp) may be useful in formulating specific com-

nents, Comments may be submitied ondine at

' v

mZprodtiD=13746&documentid= 12825 or

Bernard Fagan, Room 7252, NPS % Foey,
20240,

1849 CStreetNW, Washington, D.C.
Send a copy to Sen. Alexander (Iddtrs\unpl)
who has a strong interest in national parks.

7B. Arctic Refuge ssfe -- for now
roponentsof oil drillingin theArctic Refuge
(which isstrongly supported by theBush Admini-
stration), knowing that they would fail ifthe issue
were brought up on its merits, used two nefarious
schemes forgetting theirway.

L. They included a dellingprovison in the Budget
Resolution, which is immunefromfilibuster. The
Senate, in fact, passed its version of the Resolution
with the Arctic drilling included (NL263 98A).
Forlunately. 29 courageous Republican members
of the House vowed to vote against their own
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party’s bud get if il sacrificed America’s greatest
wildhfe ref uge. On November 9, the House lead
ership dropped i plan to allow drilling in the
Refuge.

Sad to report, there was not a single Ten-
nessean among the courageous 29 Republican
House members. Subsequent to the House vote,
right-wing, radio talk-show host Rush Limbaugh
has been attacking the 29 Represen tatives for def
ingtheir party leaders, andhis listenershave been
calling these legislators to condemn them. We
fervently hope they have received countervailing
praise from their constitoents.

2. Having failed withthe Budget Reconciliation ploy,
Alaska’s Sen. Ted Stevens attempted 1o attach Arc-
tieRefuge drilling to the Defense Appropriation, a
bill that was bound to pass since it included
money for our troops, as well as disaster relief for
Hurricane Katrina. Besides, senators were anxious
to get home for On December 21,
against 1 odds, Democrals opled for 2 fllbuster
... and won: the Senate refused to invoke cloture
by avoteof 4436, ‘Though the Democrats lost 4of
their members {Akaka (), Inouye (HI), Landrieu
(LA), Nelson (NE)|, they were joined by two Re-
publicans [Chafee (RD) and DeWine (OH)). Major-
ity Leader Frist (TN), a strong drillng proponerl;
changed his vote {0F procedural reasons - to
able to reopen the bill, which passed easily aher
theArctic-drilling provision wasdeleted

Sadly, though Refuge drilling was removed,
the Budget Resolufion retained numerous ex
tremely harmful environmental provisions that
read like a wish list drafted by major industrles
(NL264 98A). TheArctic Refugeis safe fornow,
thanks 1o the strongly expressed feelings of the
Americanpublic. But drilling proponents haveal-
ready voiced a plan to attach Arctic drilling to this
coming year's Budget Resaluti on, 50 we must co -
tinueour vigilance.

7C. Dangereus House blils
must be defeatedin the Senste
Several extremely dangerous House bills that
were summarized in NL264 are still pending in
the Senate, where we must exert ourselves
strongly todefeatthem.

1. Crippling theEndangeredSpeciesAct (ESA).
Rep. Pombo's (R-CA) disastrous Threzleﬂed and
Endangered  Species Recovery (TESRA,
HR3824) passed the House by 2 vote o289 10133
(NL264 93B). TESRA wipes out 30 years of species
one stroke. It eliminates designation
of eritical habitat, transfers authority from scien-
tists o politicians, elimu nates the protection for
“threatened"species, opensevery stage ofthe list-
ing process toindustry lawsuits, and requires tax-
payers topay developers and landowners to com-
ply with the ESA, Additional features are de-
scribed in NL26498B.




2. Selling offparks andpublic lands (NL264178)
House bills by Representatives Pombo (R-CA) and
Tancredo (R-C®) would sell off, respectively, 15
National Parks and 15% of America’s publiclands.
Parks thatreceive less than 10,080visitors peryear
would be sold for “energy and commercial dével-
opment”  Pombo (who chairs the House Re-
sources Conmumittee) argues that if drilling contin-
ues to be banned in the Arctic Refuge, the gov-
ernment will have to sell parks and sell advertis-
ing space in park buses, trams, etc, to reach the
levelof revenues expected fromoilin the Refuge.
Tancredo's justificatien for selling public lands is
te pay for Hurricane Katrina eeliel efforts.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Itis urgent that you con-
tactyour senators withoutdelay andaskthemto
vote against TESRA (HR:3824), as well as toop-
pose anybill that wouldselloff portons ofthe
National Park System o other publiclands. Con-
tact i i

on p.:

8. GLOBAL WARMING

8A.Letter on globel werming
sent to Tennessee’s senators

TCWP is a co-signatory to a letier sent to
Tennessee’s two senalors, following up on En-
ergy Bill amendment 866 to the Energy Bill, a
resolution expressing the sense of the Senate on
global warming (NL262 98D). This resolution
wassigned bySen, Alesander, butnotby Senator
Frist._Hence ourtwo lettersdiffersli

To Sen. Alexander, we wrote: e us.
Senate Resolutien was a good first step, however
Senators who recognize the seve fity of this prob-
lem should also recognize that serious solutions
are needed, and needed now. Weare asking you,
Senator Alexander, for a commitment te actively
support palicies thal will prevent irreversible
hanin from global warming to our economy, en-
vironment and healh, by seling mandatory
global warmng emissions reduction targels wit}
enforceable deadlines”

We asked Sen. Frist to make the same com-
mitment, a(lerpmnlmgnul to himthat “the ma-
jority of the Senate has recognized the need to
address global warmin

Both letters ended as follows: “The climate
signals of 2005 augment previous indications of
an unbalanced climate, and underscore the ur-
gent need to move forward, from awareness to
action. Thereal test for2006 willbe theextent to
which our elected officials respond to this vital
ctiallenge” The senators were asked to show
their dedicated support for the protection not
only of our climate, but of our jobs, our way of
life, andour health.
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WHAT YOUCAN DO: Senda personal lefter to |
thank Sen. Alexanderforvoting fortheSenseof
the Senate Resolution (Energy Bill Amendment
866). Urge him to work with his colleagues to en-
surethat the Congress loses notimetn fackling
this urgent problemwithsounddomestic policy.
(Address on p2)

Some progress made In Montreel
{Infermatien fromSeuthernAlliance fer Clean Energy,
andN ewYorkTimes)

The UN Conference on Climate Change that
convened Nov. 28-Dec. 9 in Montreal, Canada,
was a dual meeting of participants ta two interna-
tonal treaties: the Framework Convention of Cli-
mate Change signed in Rio de Janeiro in 1992,
known as the Rio Treaty, and the Protocol to Re-
duce Greenhouse Cas Emissions, or the Kyoto
Protocol. The 1992 Rio Treaty, which has been
ratified by 189 nations (including the USA) has no
binding restrictions. TheKyoto Protocol(of which
the US, along with Australia, isnol a signatory)
does impose mandatory limits on mdustrialized
nations, but these limits do notapply to develop-
ing ations,mcluding China and India.

e Marrakesh Accords are the rules of op-
eration for the signatories to the Kyoto Protocol
and the carbon marketplace that the Protocol es-
tablishes. At the Montreal conference, the Mar-
rakesh Accords were finalized to meet the poliu-
tion reduction targets between 2008-2012 (Phase 1
of Kyoto). Also at the conference, countries
agreed to start the talks that will deliver deeper
mandatory reductions of geeenhouse-gas pollation
and expand the global carbon market.

American efforts throughout the Montreal
conference to prevent any fresh initiatives from

eing discussed were capped by a walkout of
Harlan Watson, chief US. negotiaior, on what was
to have been the last day of talks. A few hours -
later, the USA dropped its opposition to nonbind-
ing talks after a few words were changed in the
text of the statement. The USA and China are still
persisting in their refusal to agree to mandatory
steps to curtail greenhouse gasemissions,

Kyoto countries will meet again in Novem-
ber 2006, at which time a broader review of the
Kyoto Protocol's overall effectiveness will be
conducted. This broadening is key to the long-
term success of the Protocol and gives industrial-
ized countries an opportunity to engage major
developmg countries to increase their participa-
tion m the Kyoto process while advancing their
economic growth goals. Already at Montreal
there werz significant new signs that developing
countries are beginning to consider ways to pro-
mote economic growth without increasing emis-
sions. It is doubtful, however, whetherany new
targets would be sufficient to stem harmful
warming without participation of the biggest pol-
luters, notably the USA.



8C. It’s getting hotter and hotter

The year 2005 was the hottest (NASA) or sec-
ond-hottést (UN.'s World Meteorological Organi-
zation) on record globally. It wasalsothe hottest
yearon record for the northern hemisphere. The
past five-year period was the hottest on record
globally. And during the past decade, everyyear,
except 1996, has set a record for warmth. A par-
ticularly worrymg possibifity “tsthatpositive feed-
back loops may be bringing world climate to the
tipping point, whereclimate changes becomesud-
den, insteadof gradual(see NL26499B).

Here in Tennessee, according to the Clear the
Air coalition, maximum temperatures in 2005
were 14-28°F above normal in Bristol, Chatta-
nooga, Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville; and
minimum temperatuces WEI’E 0 52.8°F higher than
their historical baseline.

9. OAK RIDGE

9A. North Ridge Trall to have signs:
U.T.-Battelle donates $1,000
to TCWP's effortl

Thanks to a gene rous $1,000 donation from
UT-Battelle (which manages Oak Ridge National
Lab), TCWP will be able to complete an effort be-

several years wl number of our
members kindly donated a total of ~5900 toward
the erection of durable signs at entrances to the
North Ridge Trail. One reason forths's effort was
to prevent adverse trail useby motorized vehicles
and horses; but ther sigrs an alse needed t pro-
mote trail visibility and thus proper use by walk-
ers and nature lovers, and to note the honored
status ofthetiailasbotha National andState Rec-
reation Trail.

The North Ridge Trail (NR1) is Oak Ridge’s
oldest and longest tail. Drv!lord by TCWP vol-
unteers soon after TCWP was foxnded in 1966, it
extends through the northern greenbelt fromSce-
nic/Endicott Lanein theeast to Mississippi Road
in the west. Together with access trails and a side
loop, the entire NRT system measures almost 12

oC.
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With the money collected from members,
plus the U.T.-Battelle donation, TCWP will order
and purchase durable signs tobe erected at 13en-
trance points. TheCity of Oak Ridge has agreed
to buy posts and imstall the signs. Lok for an
ewntto be heldin celcbration of sign installation.

OOE Msnager to speak
about the Oak Ridge Reservetion

Gerald Boyd, manager of the Department of
Energy’s (DOE's) office that is responsible for
tens of thousands of federal acres on the Oak
Ridge Reservation (ORR), will be guest of honor
and ‘speaker at the Annual Meeling of AFORR
{(Advocates for the Oak Ridge Reservation). Dur-
in gMr. Boyd's tenure, DOE completed the es tab-
Kshme t of the -3,000-acre Black Oak Ridge Con-
servation Easement (BORCE), and made progress
on other stewardship initiatives of interest to
AFORR. For these reasons, the event is billed as
DOEAppreciation Night.

The meeting will be held Tuesday, January
31,7:00 p.m., at the Midtown Communily Center
(Wildcat Den) on the Oak Ridge Turnpike at traf-
fic hight #11 (corner Robertsville Road). Every-
one is invite . Refreshments will beserved.

Solwsy Park must not be privetized
During the fall, John Chilton, who has an-
nounced plans to develop Centennial Village
within the278acres oflandhe ownsaround Cen-
tennial Golf Course, made a proposal for a large
addional_ development on-city-owned piblic
land, namely in Salway Park. Solway Park is lo-
caled along the shores of Meiton Hill Reservoir,
on the east side of the Oak Ridge end of the
bridge. 1t has a modest marina (for ~20 small
boats) and picnic tables on large grassy areas dol-
ted with Irees. Mr. Chifton's ambitious proposal
would develop a 115-slip marina, two restau-
rants, and a 96.r00m motel with large conference
tooms.
The area was deeded by TVA to the City of
Oak Ridge in 1972, The deed requires thal the
land be used fer "public 1 ecreation purposes.”
‘A maintains the right to flood 1o

miles. In addition to
a National and State Receation Trail, the NRT has
beenwitlenu pinseveral publications.

The trail winds throughdeciduous forestland
and past spring-fed creeks, rock ledges and out-
croppings, sinkholes, wildflowers, and mountain
faure] -- aimost everywhere outo f sight of houses.
Nowadays, the trail is maintained by a partner-
ship between the City of Oak Ridge and TCWP.
The volunteer Trail Steward is TCWP member Su-
san Donnelly, who, from time to time, is assisted
by other TCWP vn(umeers, by scouts, dudents,
and interested citizens. The NRT is enjoyed by
families, individuals, hiking clubs, and other or-
ganized groups;it was included in the Secret City
ing eventlast year.

v
the 807-foot elevation, while most of the land in
Solway Park lies at. o below, 800 fi
Citizens’ groups (inchiding AFORR, TCWP,
Friends of Haw Ridge, and Greenways Oak
Ridge) that support public recreation access, eco-
stem heaith, and aesthetics, are walching Mr.
Chiltons. propocal with considerable. concern
Three representatives of these groups, includi
Frank Hensley for TCWP, spoke at City Cou
meeting of Nov. 21. They served to alert Council
membets and cily saft he exiience of public
opp 0 the proposal, and the depth of feel-
ing hatedsis regardingour publicparks.
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. year. The trail, located in the southwestcornerof
10. TCWrINEWS the Big South Fork NRRA, is a 4-mile loop that

runs mostly along a horseshoe bend ofthe Clear

10A. TCWP Has Student Volunteer Help Fork, with about % nule going up, over, and
[CanteibutedbySandra Goss| down theneckof the riverbend. Therich vegeta-

ver the past several me tion is characterized by biologically diversitv.
Fents Wallie Lavin and Vavs

Do you like

The TCWP Newsletter?

Since 1966, Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning Newsletter
has been providing the best source for environmental news in the
Southeast.

The TCWP Newsletter provides:
c A ise, timely y on envir tal issues of
importance to Tennessee and the nation
 Information about how you can make your voice heard in
environmental decisions
* A roster of events for all ages and interests

Subscribe to receive this publication regularly—

JOIN TCWP TODAY!

Complete the coupon below and mail with a check to
Charlie Klabunde, TCWP Treasurer, 219 East
Vanderbilt, Oak Ridge, TN 37830



