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13. ACTION SUMMARY

INo. fssue Contact T "Message!" orAction

18 | Crossville storm-water conrol  TDEC “We highly value good waler quality in Obed WSRT"
1C Mining on New River tibuiary  Water Pollution Contiol Div “We opposc issuance of ARAT and NPD S permits™™
28 Recyclable ltter Marge Davis | Supportcampaignto pass bortlebill

2C Harmful stripminingoperations | Gov.Bredesen/Comm.Fyke | “Support bill athorizingstop-work autkority for mining!”

3D | GMP for Cumberland Gap NHP | Superintendent Comment on preliminary alternatives
4A | Roadless Rule for Cherokee NF | Gov. Bredesen “Submit petition for protection of inventoried roadless areas!”
4B ORV regsfor national forests | US ForestService “Proposed regulationsnced (o be strengthened!”
SA  Proposed Interstate 3 | FHA (+ various copies)  “I oppose this destructive and expensive highway!™
6A  TVA's land divesorure Your U.S Rep. and Senators “TVA must keep public lands in publichands!™
7A  National Parks’ management Sen. Alexander “Tell USD®I notto chan ¢ NPS’s basic mission!”
|
7B | Attempisto seil off nationalparks| Your Congressman 1*Strongly oppose Pombo and Tancredo bifls!"
3A | Arciic Refuge | Your Congressman, now! “Defcat budget resolutionif it contains drifling provision!”
88 | Endangered Species Act Your Senators |“TESRA (HR.3824) must be defeated!”
9A | Senate resol. on global warming | Sen. Alexander | “Tackle this Earth-threateningproblem without delay”
Seuator JohnDoe ‘The Hon. John Doe Pres. George W. Bush Governor Plul Bredesen
United States Senate USS. House of Represeniatives  The While House Statc Capit
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 Washington. DC 20500 Nathiler T 72439872
202456-1414; Fax 4562461 615.741-2001; Fax 615-532-9711
ident@ whi hil .

Dear Senator Doe DearCongressman Doc Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
sincerely yours, Sineerely yours, Respectfully yours, Respecifully yours,
Sen. Bill Frist: Sen. Lamar Alexander Rep. Zach Wamp:

02:224-3344; FAX: 202-228-1264 Ph; 202-224.4944; FAX: 202-228-3398 Phone: 202-225-3271
e-mail: hup://fist senate govicontactefm  e-mail: htipi/ilcxander sendte goviconactefm  FAX: 202-225-3494
Local: 865-637.4180 Local: 865-545-4253  (FAX 5454252) Local: 865-576-1976

Web: www.house goviwamp

To call any ch or Senator, dial Congressional switchboard, 202224 3121. To findout about the status of bills, call202-225-1 772
URLs: hup:/iwww, vigstname/ and AWO/Natere smate.xm/ General contact info: hug/frww.lv.arg
Note that mail to Congress is still slow following the antirax scare. Consider faxing, phoning, and other modes of communication

WHAT 1S TCWP?
TCWP (Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning) is dedicated to achieving and perpetuating profection of natural|
landsand waters by means of public ownership, legislation, or cooperation of the private sector. While our first focus|
is on the Cumberland and Appalachian regions of East Tennessee, our efforts may extend to the.rest of the state i
the nation. TCWP's streng h lies in researching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educating oul|
and the public, interacting with groups having similar objec ives, and working through tlie legislative,|
administrative, and judicial branches of government on the federal, state, and local levels.

ITCWP: 130 Tabor Rd, Oak  id, ige, TN 37830 sident: Cindy Kendmk, 36538&63& ..
Executive and Membership-] D:v:lupmenl Director: Sandra Goss, 865 -522-3809; sandra@s: rakgoss.com

Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, 865-482-2153. et: http://www. Wn rg




1. WATER-QUALITY THREATS 7O
OBED AND BIG SOUTH FORK

1A. BSF Nomins: .d for “Most
Endengered Ri In Americs”
[Cnnmbubzd by Sandra Goss)

Because of major threats toits water quality,
the Big South Fork of the Cumberland River has
been nominated for American Ruvers list of “Most
Endangered Rivers.” The National Parks Con-
servation Association. TCWP, Tennessee Clean
Water Network, and Southern Environmental
Law Center are partner organizations m the
nomination.

The primary riteria by which nominated
rivers are judged are, (1) the magnitude of the
threat to the river, (2) a major action orde ision
being made in the coming year that affects that
threat. and (3} the regional and national signifi-
canceofthe river.

The Nomination Form cites the Big South
Fork’s protected status as a National River and
Recreation Area and the high dollar value of the
area’s recreational activities ($10—16 million
year), as well as the presence o f at least 26 species
of freshwater mussels (five of which are federally
listed) and at least two federally hsted hsh spe-
cies (duskytail darter and blackside

The Nomination also notes ihe r&u ence of
coal mining (e.g, see §1C, below) which has dev-
astating impacts to water quality from acid mine
drainage and sedimentation. T he upcoming min-
ing of the Koppers Coal Reserves, which lie be-
neath the Royal Blue Wildhe Management Area,
will add significantly to sedimentation problems
that are diminishing water quality of the New
Riverand the BigSouth Fork. TV Ais completing
an Environmental Impact Statement that will
govern the leasing of coal on the 50.000-acre

al Blue Wildlife Management Area If the
area is opened up to large-scale surface mining,
this could set back the natural recovery of the
New Riverand the Big South Fork by 50 years.

Rivers that have received the “Most Endan-
gered” designation in previous years have bene-
fited from the intensely focused media and public
attentionthatthe report receives.

1B. A meesure that would protect wa-
ter quaitty in the Obed WSR
s been an ominous warsening of
water quamy in the upper Obed. With pﬂllunnn
appearing in measurable quantities as far down-
stream as Potter's Ford, the segment of the river
that has been designated as “non-supporting”
now extends far enotigh downstream 1o ccoss the
Obed Wild & Scenic River (WSR) boundary.
Because most of this pollution comes from
fast-growing Crossville, TCWP recently wrote to
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the Dept. of Eavironment and Conservation
(TDEC) requesting that the city of Crossville be
added 1o the Phase.Dl Sormwater Conrral Man:
dates list

‘The Obed WSR has the highest Water Qual-
ity designation, namely, ONRW (Outstanding
National Resource Water). However, several of
the Obed's headwater tributaries (including the
Little Obed River) that drain much of Crossville
do not meet this classification and may deterio-
rate even further becausenew developments and
business expansions, (including a new  trailer
park) have recently been initiated or are planned
for the near future. This existing, and probably
growing, polluin of major headwaters clearly
endangers the ONRW designaton withm
WSR boundary.

In a prompt response to the TCWP letter,
the Division of Water Pollution Control stated
their intention to “evaluate the status for the
town of Crossville for inclusion in the MS4 pro-
gram based on populationgrowth rate, receiving
streams determinations and the likelihood forlo-
calized adverseimpacton water quality.
W YO "Thz

1C. Nov. 15 heerlng on proposed

mining that would affect BSF
he New River is one of the two main stems

of the Big South Fork, and its watershed is cur-
rently under imminent threat of stripmining.
Premium Coal Co. of Kentucky has applied for a
permit to mine an Buffalo Mountain, affecting 5
tributaries 10 Ligias Fork, which flows into t
New River. The mining would occur on benches
that predate the 1977 federat Surface Mine Law
(SMCRAY), and the mining company claims that
re-mining would restore this previously unre-
claimed site. The Tenn. Division of Water Pollu-
tion Control has made a tentative decision to Is-
sue both ARAP and NPDES permits.

The Big South Fork has been given the
ONRW (Outstanding National Resource Water)
designation by thestate, and thus merits the most
singent water-quality protction or s immed-
ate tributaries. or ONRW's, the state’s
Antidegradation Foh(y specifies that “new
discharges or expansion of existing discharges
cannot degradee existing water quality.” To issue
a permit for mimng that adversely affects Ligias
Fork would appear to be totally incompatible



would appear to be totally incompatible with
protection of the Bg South Fok's ONRW desi

to say nothing of its national status as.
the conterpiees o( the Big South Fork National
Rover and heces

2. STATE GOVERNMENT

2A. Logislative Scorecard for 2005

On_October 12 Tennessee Conservation
Voters (TCV) released their 2005 Legislative
Scorecard to the media. A copy is enclosed wit
this Newsletter,

Although the scorecard is mns\ILabcul leg-
islative actions, it also comments on the executive
branch, noting a clear improvement in the Brede-
sen administration on environmental issues and
actions. Improvements in 2005include:

« TDoT's planning and environmental concerns
» The appointment of Jim Fyke and Paul Sloan
ta the leadership of TDEC
Restoration of funding forland acquisition
Establishment of the Heritage Conservation
Foundation (with inibal emphasis on the Cum-
berlands)
Successful support of legislation that allows
pecsons other than permit seekers the right to
appeal rulings
The scorecard also notes a couple of issues on
whichthe administrationstill needs to improve.
| egislators were scored on 21 actions. In the
Ternessee legisiature, most s never come 4
for floor votes but are acted on in committees;
and even there. often without a vote. Becauseof
this, plus (or m nus) scores are also given for
votes in committee and for sponsorship of bills.
The highest score inthe Senate, | |, wasearnedby
Sen. jackson (D-25). Other high scorers (scores
>5) in the Senate were Henry (D-21), Cohen (D-
30), and Kyle (D.28). The highest score in the
House, 10, was earned by Rep. McDonald (D-44).
Other high scorers (scores >5) were Representa-
tives Briley (D-52), R. Johnson (R-21), S. Jones (D-
59), M. Turner (D-51), Odom (D-55), McMillan
(D-67), Moore (D-50), Coleman ((D-49), and Ker-
nell (D-93). There were quite a few zero scorers,
and 6 legislators actually got negati
IS
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28, Bottle BIll campalgn gears up
Container-deposit laws have been working
successfully in 11 states, and support for a “bottle
bill” has been building in Tennessee. Duringthe
legislative session just past, Sen. McNally and
Rep. Russell Johnson sponsored such a bill,
which, however, never got put to a vote (NL262
93D).
Tennessee Conservation Voters (ICV) have
madepassage of a bottle bill one of the priorities
in_their 2006 legislative agenda (see 92D, this
NL)._ Sponsors Rep. Russell fohnson of Loudon
and Randy McNally of Oak Ridge are finalizing a
Tevised version of the bil for 2006, which, though
similar to the 2005 bill, has some important new
res. The bill is getting increasing attention
from legislators and the administration, as well as
continued coverage in the press. Rep. Johnson
made the AP wires with his invitation to take fel-
fow legislators and sate oicials to Maine to see
for themselveshow a bottle
rovide data suppor ng.the legilation,
Scenic Tennessee and the coalition Tennessce
pagn Against Litter, on November 5, sponsored a
one-day documented litter clean-up alongan “X”
drawn across the map of our state. Results are
being analyzed to determine what proportion of
the roadside trash consist of glass, plastc, and
aluminm beverage containers (he opposition s
claiming an unrealistically lo

2C. Urge governor to support bill
to authorize stop-work orders

In mining situations
[Based on contribution from TCV]

Huge mountain-top coal-mi operations
are increasingly th lhrealemng East Tennessce, but
the Tennessee of Environment and
Conservation (1DEC) Tocks the authority to bring
about effective actions in cases of water-quality
violations. This is well illustrated by the recent
experience at Zeb Mountain, where the mining
permit allows three peaks to be blasted m order to
access a very thm seam of coal. A large slidethat
developed off the haul road caused excessive
sedimentation of Dan Branch. Thus stream, which,
prior to the mining, fully supported aquatic lfe, 1s
now severely degraded, TDEC has issued nu-
merous nolicesof violationof the Tennessee Water
Quality Control Act over the two years since the
muning permit was granted, but the mining has
continu




Five agencies (including the US. Fish &
Wildlife Service) have struggled with an appropri-
ate remediation plan, which requires that mining

stop while the remediation is implemented. M
ing, however, goes on, and heavily-laden coal
trucks continue to use the haul road, built on pre-
vious mine spoil, exacerbating sedimentation
pro blems.

TDEC needs to have Stop Work Authority to
protect not only the waters coming from Zeb
Mountain, but waters affected by any future
mountain-top mines in Tennessee. A bill to that
effect has been before the Tennesseelegislaturefor
2 years now. It will take the Administration’s sup-
por o get this bill passed. Please yhone or weite

Covernor to request his
legnslnhon authorizing TDEC o issue § top \\erk

2D. TCV's 2005 actions and 20086 plans
[From Tenn. Conscrvation Voters]

During the 2005 legislative session, Tennes-
see Conservation Voters (TCV) worked with law-
makers and other environmental organizations to
push several |mpﬂnan| bills through the Tennes-
see General Ass
+ Together wlth TCW N (the Tennessee Clean Wa-

ter Network), TCV backed landmark leglslatmn
giving citizens andgroups theright to appe:
water pollution permie issuedto duslnesby
TDEC. Inthe past, only the industriesthem-
selves could appealpermit decisions, but now
anyone adversely allecled by water pollution
canhave a say (NL2
TCV and TCWN were a]so successful in uphold-
inga disputed “conflict of interest clause” in the
wv:eedmgs of TDEC's Water Quality Control
oing so ensured that no Water Quality
Omlvol Board mem ber can vote ona permit
cases ifhe or she derives significant income
from the industry in question.
TCV worked with the Land Trustfor Tennessee
andthe NatureConservancy, amongothers, to
passa billthat clearly defines whodoesand

easements. This law makes it easier and more
appealing for landawners to place permanent
development restrichons on their property, and
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Planning for the 2006 legislative session is
underway. Among TCV's top priorities are the
following:

Passageof a Bottle Bill (see $28, this NL) to con-
serve resources and control Tennessee’s litter
problem

Passage of legislation that requires TDEC to is-
sue a stop-work orderto coal mining operations
that pollutewaterways.
For more information about TCV and its activities,
visit www. INConservationVoters.org; or contact

615-269-9090 or teved@bellsouth.net.

TCWP comments on strateglc
directions for state parks

TheState Parks Planningstatfis currently at
work on a document that will strong
statement of parks mission and strategic iniba-
tives for effective park management (NL263 {3B)
Early in October, TCWP submitted comments on
several issues we consider pertinentto the plan-
ning process. The following is abbreviated from
theletterwe sent.

1. Land acquisitionshould be the major fo-
cus of direction and should receive the bulk of
available funds. Sudl ion is_needed
around,the boundaties of existing parks (e,
Frozen Head (see $3A, this ML), as well as for the
reservation of currently unprotected lands that

ave highly significant natural, cultural or his-
torical importance. mount of money can
cecreate the natural beauty of Tenaessee onceit is
gone.” saud the letter.

2. Needed maintenance on existing struc-
tures and infrastructure should be performed be-
fore any funds are expended for new structures,
TCWP encouraged considerationof new revenue
sources, such as a designated portion of certain
fees

€

New recreation areas in state parks
should be high-use, low-maintenance, environ-
mentally sound, and relatively inexpensive to
create. More and more visitors to our Parks enjoy
low-impact recreation such as walking, bird
wa((hlng bike riding, canoeing, and nature

tudy. A goal for each state park should be to
pn)vlde a well-designed ard -constructed self-
guided nature trail that focuses on that park's
natural and cultural resources.

. Golf courses are inappropriate develop-
ments for state parks. They are environmentall
deleterious (loss of habitat toxic run-off) and ex-
pensive to maintain. Furthermore, they have not
met revenue projections, amassing debts that eat
into the general fund.

5. Optimally, this planshouldresultin well-

isan imp p towardthe p
Tennessee’s precious green space.

parks with strong interpretive pro-
grams that enhance the public's appreciation of
each park’s unique natural beauty, ty pical land-
scapes, or cultural heritage. Performance meas-
ures, instead of focusing on manmade additions



to our parks, should focus on the natural areas
preserved for i

3. OTHER STATE NEWS

3A. FrozenHead:update on

the threat to Love Mountaln

‘The Forestland Group, a timber investment
company, ownsthe 937--acre Love Mountain tract
immediately adjacent to Frozen Head State Park
and Natural Area (the boundary runs right be-
hind the visitor center). During the summer, the
company started toconstruct a roadintothe tract.
apparemly in preparation for logging (NL262

The state of Teanessee has, for some time,
expressed a willingaess to acquire impertant
buffer lands around Frozen Head, and has, in
fact, purchased a major part of the Bird Mountain
tract on the opposite side of the valley. When
TCWP contacked Governor Bredesen and TDEC
Commissioner Jim Fy ke to alert them to the ur-
gency of acquiringthe threatened Love Mountain
tract, we learned that TDEC had set up a meenng
with Forestland to negotiate a purchase (NL263
q44). The meeting was to have been held at the
end of August, but was indefinitely postponed by
Forestland, which reportedly needed o identify
the right people to negotiate with the s

Unfortunately, the com pany’s ask\ng price
is very considerably higher than the state’s ap-
praised value, determined by Finance & Admini-
stration (F&A), which is the maximum that TDEC
may pay under state law. In the meantime, the
access road from Flat Fork into the Love Moun-
tain tract continuestobe extended by Forestland
However, tree removal hasto date been restricted
w0 the right of way.

TCWP has sent a letter to TDEC Commis-
sioner Jim Fyke urging a speedy rescheduling of
the negotiation meeting that was originally
scheduled for the end of August, and requesting
that a citizen observer beallowedto sitin.

3B. The Cumberiand Trail

treverses Frozen Head

Volunteers coordinated by the Cumberland
Trail Conference, with help from Tennessee State
Parks have beenat work constructing 3 miles of
the Cumberland Trail as it traverses Frozen Head
State Park & Natural Area. Between November 4
and 6, they built 0.5 mi of trail between Castle
Rock East and Castle Rock West, within the Bird
Mountain tract that was not long ago, acquired
by the state from Forest

Eventually, Mnrgan County wilt encompass
at least 35 miles of the Cumberland Trail. As it
reaches the northern state line, the CT will con-
nect with Kentucky's Pine Mountain trail. At the

3C. Wil Bowater’s proml;
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southern state line connection will be made with
the Georgia/ Alabama Pinhoti Trail.

‘o learn more about the Cumberland Trail
project, and how to volunteer for trail construc-
tion, call 931-456-6269, or visit
wiww cumberlandtrail.org.

to protect

our forests come to naught?

Four months ago, Bowater, the Cumberland
Plateau's single largest landowner, signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
two national organizat nce the protec-
tion of its forests (NL262 91B). Now, it appears
that the company has for some time been in-

Is to selt offailof its
water owns about 400,000 acres of south-
. emberlands, 320,000 of which are in Tennes-
ee, including 250 000 on the Cumberland Pla-
teau Most of the tnber harvested on these lands
supplies Bowater's papermills, such as the one in

Calhoun, TN. In the MOU signed with the Natu-

ral Resources Defense Counail (NRDC) and the

Dogwood Alliance, Bowater promised (among

other things) thatit would

» end conversionofnatural hardwoodforeststo
pine plantions,

+ stop buying from third-party supptiers any
pine fiberobtained fromsuch conversionof
natural forests,

+ adoptthe Forest Stewardship Council’shard-
wood management practices.

While some smaller parcels, espedially those
near highways, will probably be sold for residen-
il development. the. company i looking for
buyers of large parcels who will own the prop-
erty but contract with Bowater to provide tmber
from thelandlonls papermills.

d the Dogwood Alliance have ex-
prtssed e “Hope that Bowater wil honor its
Commitment not to buy timber from pme planta-
tions for ifs paper mills, A Bowater spokesman

s, however, quoted in The Chattanooga Times Free
Press 25 saying that, while the company intends
0 abide by this summer’s MOU, it was “an un-
derstanding that wasn't binding for Bowater and
wouldn't be binding for those purchasing the
land.”

When asked about the provision in the
MOU that the company would rot sell or harvest
about 7,000 acres in sensitive areas that areof ex-
ceptional ecological, geological, or historical sig-
nificance, the Bowater spokesman is quoted as
saying that such concerns "are being considered
in our evaluation.”

3D. Management Plan for

Cumberland Gap Nstional Park
Cumberland Gap National Histerical Park

has released the Preliminary Alternatives for its

General Management Plan (GMP), which will be



in force for the next 1520 years. Three alterna-
tives are considered:
A, No Action,
B, Expanded visitor access,
C, Greatest potential for visitor access anda
greaternumber and variety of facilities.

In A, the bulk ofthe Park (70%=14,00 acres)
is designated “Wilderness Subzone” and man-
aged under provisions of the Wilderness Act. B
and C have a “Natural Zone,” that encompasses
the 14,000-acre Wilderness Subzone of A (which
would continue to be managed as Wilderness) -
plus additional land.  “[NJatural conditions
would predominate, and the emphasis woud he
on enjoyment of the natural environmen
e e sconal lanae Scow niude
roads, trails, and existing parking lots.”

In Alternatives B and C, there are two addi-
tional zones, namely, Developed Zone, and Cul-
tural Resource Zone. C differs from B in having
moreof the former, especiallynear Fem Lake.

0 learn el call 606-248-2817, or access
under “Choose a

l’nrk," ind Cumber lan

A pian to protect Tenn
non-game spacles
(Based on TNC's Field Noles]

In 2001, Congress established a new Con-
servation and Restoration Drogram through
which grants aremade to the states for the plan-
ningand implementation of wildlife and habitat
corervation programs. To receive these funds,
each state's fish and wildlife agency must de-
velop a Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation
Strategy and submit an action plan to the US Fish
& Wildlife Service by October 2005.

In Tennessce, The Nature Conservancy
(TNC) has partnered with TWRA (Tennessee
Wildlife_Resources Agency) in developing the
plan. The effort has resulted in computerized
models that map species of concern and their
habita%, and that describe conservation actions
that will be implemented to abate threats to such
species. Theplan targets 664 non-game species of
concern across the state that need special man-
agement to keep them offthe endangered-species
list. For the first time, a combined database has
been developed in Tennessee.

3F.
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To learn more, visit

wwwstate.tn. cwesindex
‘htm!.
Walls of Jericho to go to state

Last year, the Tennessee Chapter of The Na-
ture Conservancy (TNC) succeeded in acquiring
|he  Walls of Jericho, a magnificent area in Franklin

unty in the southern Cumberlands (NL259
mD) FY2006 appropriations included a Forest

gacy Program grantfor the Tennesseeportionof
- (RE265935). This will allow TNC 1o
transfer the property to the state. The Walls of
Jericho will be managed by the Tennessee Wildlife
Resour«s Agency (TWRA) in cooperation with
the Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservalmn(TDEC)

4A.

4. OUR CHEROKEE NATIONAL
FOREST AND THE USFS

Urge Gov. Bredesen to petition for
Roadless Rule in the Cherokee NF

The Clinton Administration’s 2001 Roadless
Area Conservation Rule was in trouble from the
moment Bush took office. After first delaying
implementation of the Rule, Bush'’s Forest Service
sought to weaken it; and, on May 5 ofthis year
the USFS announced that the Rule woul
eliminated altogether. It has been replaced by an
optional state-by-state petition process under
which governors who are seeking roadless pro-
tection for National Forest(s) in tate have
the burden of filinga petition (deadline, Nov. 13,
2006) with the Sec.of Agriculture. The Secretary,
however, is not obligated to grant the governors
request (NL261 96B). Unless a governor submits
a petition, however, the only protections to
roadless areas in that state’s nationalforest(s) are
thosespecified bythe latest Management Planfor
theloresl(s) in question

g the comment period that led up to
the May 522005 decision, Sbout 1.5 million it
zens went on recard opposing the proposal.
Governors, too, weighed in; Gov. Bredesen was
oneofabout a dozen who abjected strongly tothe
state-petition process and to the elimination of
the 2001 Roadless Rule.  After the Bush Admini-
stration adopted the new policy in May, several
governors announced their intention of £ling a
pettion (NL163 96C). Gov. Bredesn, however,

asnotyet doneso.

Reportedly, the Tennessee Division of For-
estry has been seeking to convince our governor
that the petitionis unnecessary, and that roadless
areas in the 635,000-acre Cherokee National For-

re aiceady protected by the Forest Plan. This
is definitely aot the case. In the 2004 Revised
Management Plan for Cherokee NF, areas that




were inventoried as roadless for the 2001 Rule
have been assigned to one or more of 11 di
rescriptions” (i.e. classifications ent
ferent kinds of management). According to the
Southern Environmental Law Center (SELQ), this
allows road-building and/or logging in 31% of
the inventoried roadless areas of the Forest in-
cluding the popular Stide Hollow area (in Carter
County) and the Bald Moun tain area (in Greene
County). And there is an even more important
reasonfor not rely ing on the Forest Plan: itcanbe
amended at any time under the new “flexible”
planning regulations.
meeting, last week, conservation repre-
sentatives explained these matters to Goverror’s
staffand the State Forester. These state officials
arenow thinking seriously that the coadlessareas
in the Cherokee INF might, in fact, not be pro-
tected by the Forest Plan.
Thisis why a state petition needstobe filed.
The process of doing so should not be labor-
intensiveor expensive. Thus, the state can sim-
ply petition to restore the full protection of the
2001 Rule for 100% of the inventoried roadless
areas located within Tennessee. The petition can
on the assessment, environmental analy sis,
and the roughly 20,00 Tennessee public com-
ments documented under the adoption of the
2001 Rule. In other words, the case for full pro-
tection has alceady beenmade by the USFS inthe
documentation provided for the 2001 Rule. Fur-
thermore, thereare very expert volunteers who
couldassist thestatein the preparation ofthe pe-

A mere 134% of the Cherokee NF, namely ,
~85,000 out of 635,000 acres, has been inventoried
as roadless. The 2001 Rule prohibits construction
of new roads in these inventoried areas, but use
of existing roads and access (eg., to privateprop-
erty) is maintained at the statis quo level. Fur-
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4B. USFS Off-Rosd Vehicle

regulations not tough -naugh
IFrom American Lands Al

Finalofi-road vehicleregulaions released by
the Forest Service (USFS) on November 2 direct
forests to end widespread cross-country travel by
ATV, dirt bikes, and other off-road vehicles. For-
ests areto designate specific routes (and evenlim-
ited areas open to cross-country travel) where off-
road vehicles may be driven legally.

The new regulations will have no effect on
the ground until designations of roads, trails, and
areas are completedat the field level. The full text
of the regulations
http:/ /www.

Preliminary analy sis from The Nataral Trals
& Waters Coalition (NTWC) found that the new
regulations fail to prevent the continued creation
and use of unauthonzed, renegade routes; and
that they weaken the agency's obligation to mini-
mize damage and conflicts with other forest users
that is cequired by President Nixon's off-road-
vehicle Executive Order 11644. NTWC is urging
USFS and its local forest managers to adopt the
following measures:

* Require that designated off-road vehicle routes

manageable and enforceable, minimize dam-

age to wildlife habitat, and head off conflicts
with other forestusersand neighbors.

Oc-
ders 11644 and 11989 requiring that “[cll road
vehicle| areas and trailsshallbe located to
minimize damage” and “conflicts.” e new
regulationsshirk this responsibility by directing
agency staffto designateroutes “with the objec-
tive to minimize" theseavoidableproblems.
Assesswhichtrailsare bestsuitedfor hiking,
biking, and horseback riding; which routesare
off-road vehicle routes; and

thermore, newroads ¢ n be
public health and satey and timber cutting sy

e done under special circumstances (e.g,, for fuel
reduction, maintenance of wildlife openings, to
improve endangered, threatened, or sensitive
species habitat, etc.)

which roads areneeded for public access by as-
sessing the impacts of vehicles on wildlife, wa-
ter, neighbors, and other forest users.

«  Dedicate fundsfor implementationand en-
forcement of trails, routes, androads.

* Require that “collaboration” to designate routes
be balanced so that the millions of "guret recrea-
tionists”" and other stakeholders areheard--
including, hunters and anglers; homeowners,
ranchersand farmers; outfitters, guides, and
other small business owniers; andhikers, eques-
trians, and mountain bikers.

A CA mor

i
The US Forest Service's Southern Region has
a new Forester, Charles (Chuck) My ers.  He be-



ganhis USFS careerin1979 in the Allegheny Na-
tional Forest in Pennsylvania, held several posi-
tions (including Superv'sor of the Monongahela
NEF) in the Easten Region, and, most rcently,
served in the USFS's Washington, DC. office
directorof forest management. TheSouthernRe.
gion, which he now heads, contains national for-
ests covering 12.6 million acres in aggregate. One
of these s the Cherokee NF at 635,000 acres.

5. THE SMOKIES

SA.Proposed new Interstate-3
could Impact Smokie:
If construction of a newi nterstate highway,
1-3, between Savannah and Augusta, GA, and
Knoxvilte, TN, is approved, one possible route
would runalong thewestern edge of the Smokies
~ through the land recently protected as a result
of the land deal with ALCOA (NL256 I5A;
NL258 94A). But, 2ny of the conceivable routes
would have devastating impacs, wherever the
road crosses our mountains — destruction oflarge
areas ofmature forests, disruption ofcrucial wa-
tersheds, destruction of wildlife habitats and cor-
cidors, noise, and air polluton. 13 would also
cut across one ofthe most primutive and remote
sections of the Appalachian Trail (A.T), probably
in the longest cecon of designoted wilderness
traversed by the 2,175 miles of the A.T

s branchid of Georgia's Congressional
delegation, has been funded for a $1.32-million
feasbiity study. buried i the $186.4 biion re.
cently enacted highway bill. Most of the support
comes from majoreetaiers suchas Wal Martand
ime Depot. OB the other sde, Nosth Georgia

:md Western North Carolina resi w
med out i the. hundreds br e information

meetings, are greatly opposed to the proposal
and have fomed the Stop -3 Coal\lmn (visit
ww

“Amang argaments sdvanced by the Codl
tionarethe followiny
« The road wouldcause disastrousenviron-
mental damages(seeabove)
Construction would be extremely expensiveat
atime when vital programs are berng cut to
providerevenuesfor reconstruction after Ka-
rina/ Rita
Vaguely promised economicbenefits tothe
avea would not materiaize(see economic
analysis posted on wivw.stop-3.org). The may

benchnanes ssould be the i etales being ng

oo
further undetmmmg manutacturing jobs in the
U

I3 willnot solveAtlanta'straffic problems (as
claimedby proponents).Atlantaneedsex-
pandedmass transitand othercreavesolu-
tions.
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The Federal Highway Administration (FHA)
will be in cherge of contracting out and oversee-
ing the Funded feasibility study. The best of all
possibleworldswouldbean earlyfinding thatan
ioterstate cutting through the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains is not feasible and that the proposal should
be permanently put to rest If the feasibility
study proceeds, however, it must be conducted
according to the FHA guidelines (posted on
www.stopi-dorg), which call for full public in-
Volvement, as well as participation byeverylevel

of g

5B. Release of Draft EISs Is Imminent

There are strong indications that a critical
point is near for two importantissues: the North
Shore Road. and the Elkmort area. Comment pe-
riods for both of these DraftE ISs are likely to be-
gmin just a few weeks, and almost certainly by
early January. As soon as we know more details,
we'll try to reach asmanyof youas possible bye-
mail and we'll post an Alert on our web site.
Please check out wwuw.tawporg at frequent in-
tervals.

SC. Elk relntroductlon program
may be continued
The Great Smoky Mins. NP has begun the
process of extending the experimental elk rein-
troduction program through ZU0. Starting in
200 in two batches, were introduced in
theCalaloncheeValley At the present time, the
aumber of clk s still 50 small that a singleevent
could eliminate theherd. Furthermore, research
data on issues suchas movement, mortality, and
human iteraction havebeen limited by the small
numbers of elk. Hearings on extending therein-
troduction program were recently held in North
Carolina,

6. TVA: BAD AND GOOD

Keep public Iands In public hand.
(Information fromWilliamG. Minser|

‘There are 293,000 acres of publiclands scot-

tered around TVA reservoirs in 7 states, and the



most vocal member of the TV A Board, Bill Baxter,
pp: thatlands that ar
ating revenue forthe agencyshouldbesold. This
mindset disregards reservair management plans
generated with careful staff analyss and massive
public involvement, and subsequently accepted
bytheTVA Board.
ems inconceivable that one member of
the Board should be ableto counteract the work
of his agency and the will of the people. 1t fur-
ther betrays the promu'se and purpose of TVA,
which acquired its lands (often by eminent do”
main) from people who were told that they were
giving up ownership for the gublic good. Now,
these lands are beingsold for privateand corpo-
ate profit for developments from which thegen-
eral public isusually excluded!
VA’s public lands are used for outdoor
recreation by large numbers of citizens who, in
survey after survey, have expressed their desire
to have them left in a natural state. These lands
belong to all Americans; private developments
should take place onprivatelands.
Mr. Minser has compiled a list of several
reservoirs on which land sales have either oc-
curred, or been considered. The following are
some examy
~ OnTellico Reservoir, 116 acressold forRarity
Pointe development

- OnWattsBar,1,700acres tobegivento coun-
tiesforsale forresidential and commercial de-
velopments (1V Awouldgethalfof thepro-

ceeds).
On Nickajack Reservoir, 750 acres at Little Cedar
Mounmm to be sold for private development.
AN D T

€B. Grean Power demand and supply

Having, forthe firsttime achieved a surplus
of green power by the completion of 15 addi-
tional wind turbines, TVAisnow ina positionto
renew efforts to expand demand for green
power. Currently, only 89 of TVA's 158 distribu-
tors offer Green Power Switch (GPS), which is
sold in 150-kwh blocks for an extra $4 a month.
Students havesucessfully pushed an intistive t
gt UT to join the program, and the university
will buy 6055 mwhperygear

According to GPS News, purchasing two
blocks of GPS for one year is the equivalent of
planting an acre of trees in the Tennessee Valley,
ornot driving your carford months. The current
total of GPS being purchased by utility subscrib-
ers provides a benef.t equal to removing 6,200
cars fromValley highways for a full year.

In a recent national polL,75% saidthat their
utility should have some ferm of green power;
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but801%(1) wereunableto nameeven oneformof
renewable energy. There is a great educational
void, not only about the sources of energy but
about implications to the environment and hu-
‘man health. Stephen Smith, executive director of
SACE (Southern Alliance for Clean Energy) has
suggested that the key to increasing participation
in Green Power programs may be to move from
voluntary to mandated programs for utilites.
This has been done in 22 states (none in the
Southeast) that have set renewable-energy goals
for their utilies.

7A.USDO! relaa:

7. OUR NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM

5 @ new draft for
tering the national parks’ mission
rce, New YorkTimes, 10/21/03]

In our last issue (NL263 17A) we described
a plan by Deputy Assistant Sec. of the Interior
Paul Hoffman that would fundamentally alter the
Nationai ParkService's (NPS)primary missionin
a manner that would totally destroy our national

tk system.  The most basic feature of
Hoffman's proposed National Park Management
Policy was to change the definition of “impair-
ment” (related to the 1916 Park Service Organic
Act that our parks are to be kept“unimpaired”)
In Hoffman’s plan, impairment would be limited
to any action that would “permanently and irre-
vrmbiy adversely [affect] a resource ora value”
Such an impossibly high standard would obvi-
ously exclude mest harméul activities and devel-
opments from being classified as impainnents.
ctober 18, the Interior Department re-
leased (for a 90-day comment perod) a new
draft, which does not go as far as the earlier
Hoffman version but still embodies some of the
philosaphy thatour parks are resources not tobe
tobe exploited. Th cru-
Fal entence would be remaved from the KIFSs
mission statement: "Congress, recognizing that
the enjoyment by futue generations of the na-
tional parks can be ensured only if the superb
qualllﬂy ofpark resources andvaluesis left unim-
paired, has provided thatwhenthere isa conflict
between conserving resources and values and
providing for enjoymentof them, conservationis
tobe predominant.”

Several changes seem tobe directed to the
use of snowmobiles in Yellowstone (recall that
Mr. Hoffman’s prior job was director of the
Chamber of Commerce in Cody, WY). Thus, the
newpolicywould eliminate the requirement that
only motorized equipment with the least impact
be used in national parks; would lower air-
quality standards; and would strip away lan-
guage about preserving a parks natural sound-
scape




It appears that the revised policy isa defen-
sive document that was rushed forward to head
off the more sweeping damage that Mr.
Hoffman's first draft threatened to do. According
The NY Times article, "It is a tribute to the Na-
tional Park Service veterans who worked on it
that they were able to mitigate so much of the
harm, even though they, too, were working di-
rectly underMr. Hoffmar's eye.”

The USDI drit msy be viewed on

K v/ waso.

7B. Bilis that would sell off psrks
Two House bills would sell off m3or por-
s of our National Park System. They are
authored by Reps. Pombo (R-CA) - who is also
trying to wreck the Fndangered Species Act (188,

this NL) - and Tancredo (R
Tancredas il would sll off 1% of Amer-
lands. In Pombo's bill, 15 National
.covering millions of acres, that receiveless

8
than 10,000 visitors per year, would be sold for
renergy and commercfdevelopment.” Inaddi-

tion, his bill would open the Arctic Refuge (see
98A, this NL) and would open more of our coast

8. OTHER NATIONAL ISSUES:
HOPE REMAINS ON TWO

8A. Arctic Refuga:
a glimmer of hope remsins
(tnformation kom the Wilderness Society]

On Nov. 3, the Senate voked on the 2006
Budget Reconciliation bill First, it barely (5t48)
defeated an amendment by Sen. Maria Cantwell
(D-WA) that would have removed Arctic Refuge
oil drilling from thebill. Seven Republicans sup-
ported the Cantwell amendment {Chafee (RI),
Coleman (MN), Collins (ME), DeWine (OH),
McCain (AZ), Smith (OR), and Snowe (ME)]; but
three Democrats voted against it [Akaka (HI),
inouye (HI), and Landrieu (LA)]. Afterward, the
Budget bill itself wasnarcowly approved52:

In the House, various Committees will un-
dertake several votes on the Budget Reconciliation
billin the week ofNovember 6,withfinalfloorac-
tion expected on November 10. Some hope de-
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rivesfrom thefactthata significant number ofRe-
publican House members are outspoken in their
opposition to Arctic Refuge drilling in the Budget
Bill.

Arctic Refuge deiling i not the only bad fe &
ture of the House bill. The enviroamental pro vi-
sions read like a wish listdraftedby majorindus-
tries. Hundreds of thousands of acres withim our
National Parks, Widerness Study Areas, National
Wildlife Refuges, National Forests, and BLM lands
could be easily privatized (sod at just $1000 an
acre). More oil drilling would occur in ecolog:
cally-sensitive coastal areas. One-third ofour na-
tion's oil-shale resources --as muchas 2.5million
acres - would be auctioned off in a smgle sale,
withbuyers shielded fromenvironmental laws.

Once the House has voted on its Budget Rec-
onciliation bill,the House andSenate billsmustbe
negotiated into a single one through a House-
Senate conference. Both Houses of Congress
would then need 1o pass the conference version of
the Budget Reconciliation legisation.

8B. The Sanate can still save

the Endangered Specles Act

Near the end of September, the House, by a
vote of 229 to 193, passed Rep. Pombo's (R-CA)
disastrous Threatened and Endangered Species
Recovery Act (TESRA, HR3824), which would
wipe out 30 years of species recovery in one
stroke. The White House supports Pombo’s bill.
We mustdo everything in ourpower togetitde-
feated inthe Senate.

s supporting Pombo’s bill claim that in
the ~30 years since the Endangered Species Act
(ESA, passed 1973) has been in effect, “less than
1% of species listed as endangered have been re-
covered” Whata lie! Hereare some ofthe facts.
« Morethan 99% ofthe1,855 total listedspecies,
avebeen saved fromextinction
« Abouts0:%, ofall listedspecies haveeithersta-
tized orare recoverin
+ Forspeciesthathave been protectedfor more
thanl5 years, 20utof 3 arestableor recover-

mg.
Spacies that have increased inthewwild (some-
tumes dramatically) under ESA protection in-
clude (and these arejustthe well-knownones):
- Baldeagle

- Gray wolf

- American alligator

- Brown pelican

- Aleutian Canada goose

-~ Peregrine falcon

~ Whoopmg crane



- Greenbackcutthroat trout

— Peninsular bighorn shee, <

Other well-known cases of species survival in-
clude the California condor, blackfooted ferret
green sea turtle, Florida manatee, key deer, and
gray bat.

TESRA would totally cripple ESA. In the
name of impre species protection, TESRA
does the ollowi

acres of ritical habl\al (Fact:speci lha ive
in designated critical habitat aretwiceas likely
tosurvive as those without thisform ofprom:—

n)

Removesfrom scientific experts theauthority
of determining what constitutes appropri ate
scientific evidence, and transfers this aut hority
to IntetiorSecretary Gale Norton.
Eliminatesthe protectionfor "threatened"spe-
cies, ie. speci es not yet considered endangered
Requirestax payers to pay developers and other
landowners to comply with the ESA--in essence
paying people not to break the law. (Develop-
ers L‘ouldp]an projects thatallowthemto extort
money from thegovernment.}

mely difficultto listany species
i the first place. it Rep. Pombo's TESRA had
beeniin effectthen, not eventhe baldeagle
wouldhave qu

9. GLOBAL WARMING

9A.Actlons on the International,
national .nd stete l.vlll

A meeting ol nations in Mnmreal. Novem-
ber28- December9, will address thequest on of
how tobuildon the Kyoto Protocol for actions to
be taken around the world. The Bush Admini-
stration’s bucking of the science (NL263 §8A)
means thatour country will not be participating,
even though, withonly 3%of the World's popw
lation, we consume25% of the world senergy.
view of the recent alarming information al mu
the change in rate of global warming (%8, be-
low), we would need 10-20 times the Kyoto goals
1o avoid  catastrophic effecks; however, Kyoto
would atleastbea startfotus.
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Ba uring this summer's debate on the energy
bill, theSenate wentonr cord {by a voteof53:44)
as favoring the enactment of mandatory controls
of emissions of the gases that contribute % global
warming (NL262 §8D). "It is the seise of the
Senate that Congress should enact a comprehen-
sive and effective national program of manda-
tory, market-based limitsand incentives on emis-
sionsof greenhousegasesthat slow,stop, and re-
verse the growth ofsuch emissions ata rate and
in a manner that, (1) will not s.gmhcantly harm
the United States economy; and (2) will encour-
age comparable action by other nations that are
major trading partners and key contributors to
globalemissions.” Thisresolution isnow Energy
Bill Amendment 866. Though nonbmdmg itis
significant in_erasing the Kenates 1995 vote
against mandatory poltution Timits, which th
BushAdministration hasreliedon tojustify inac-
tionforthepast fiveyears,

he time has come for the Senate toacton
itsresolution. We need to communicate withour
senators, acquaint them with some of the facts
summarized in 998 and 99C, below, and remi
t

we are looking to the us Senate to address this
extreme threat and to a message to the
worid that the USis ready to play a resporsible
role.

Increasingly, state and local governments
are taking sizps 1 veduce emisions of green-
house gases (see NL263 98B). In the Southeast.
the state of North Carolina has emerged as a
leader on this issue. The state legislature passed
a bil to create a high-level commission toexam-
ine global-warming impacts and economic op-
portunities associated with addressing such ad-
verse impacts. The commission may also rec-
ommend a state goal for reducing global-
in;




9B. Positive feedback loops bringin;

world climate to the tipping polnt

Global warming has been worsening mark-
edly over recent decades, but now there is evi-
dence for an abrupt change for the worse; wemay
soon be approaching & WPANE point where i
creases will no longer be gradual and near-linear,
but sudden and dramatic - a “runaway” climate
scenario. This isdue to positive feedback loops
thataremost evident inthe Arctic.

Smce 1978, the polar icecap has shrunk by
30%; more than a million square miles of sea ice
have disappeared in less than a quarter century,
an area the size of Texas plus Arizona. This is not
just a short-term anomaly. but a clear downward
trend. Bad as this rate of loss has been, the most
recent acceleration hasbeen “stunning” Figures
released near theendof Septemberby NASA and
the National Snow and Ice Data Center have re-
vealed a record minimum in extent of Arctic sea

ice.

‘This minimum follows four consecutive years
ofbelow-average icecover atallsasons. The start
of the melting period in the spring has occurred
earlier than average; and the natural rebound froin
the low summer covers that normally occurs dur-
ingthe winterhas not happened duringthese past
fouryears.

“The explanation may be found in positive
feedback loops. The initial warming (greenhouse
effect) sets off a chain of events that causes in-
creasedwanining-- above and beyond thatdueto
the greenhouseeffect, Sea ice reflects upto 80%
ofthesun’s energy back into space, whereas dark
open ocean absorbs a lot more energy. As the
water warms, the re-growth of (lightreflecting)
ice becornes much more dif ficult - 31\15 starting a
vicious cycle. Feed-back situations have been
identified on land to. Thus, melting of the per-
mafrost has led to methane emissions from ex-
posed ground, and methane is a greenhouse gas.
This year saw the warmest Arctic summer for 400

ears.
Y bolar bear experts convened by the Warld
Corservation Union have concluded that global
warming could cause polar bear populations to
decine by >30% in 35 years. Most, if not all, of
thesummer iceis likely tobe gone by theendof
the century, and maybe as early as 2070 - a con-
dition that has not occurred for a miliion years
This would spell the demise of polar bears.

9G. Some effects of global warming
* Weareall aware thatsealevelswillbe risingas
aresultoftwo factors: massive icemelts, and
the fact thataswaterwarms ittakes up more
space. Most peope are not aware however,
that sea levels are rising even fas tethan they
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have inthe past S years. NASA's satellic ob-

servations show an averageincrease of 3
mm/year from1993-2005 (that's a totalof3.6
cmin just 12 years). Rising levels will lead not
only to astronomically high economic 105ses,
but to huge demograp hic shifts, with attendant
social and political up heavals.

« Mostof us are aware of the likelihood of major
s peds extinctions, but we usually think of

esers being mostly on land. Ocean diwellers

will,however, notbe exempt. Acidification of
the oceans (through uptake of excess COp) will
affect marine ecosystems in numerous ways,
one important onebeing calcification that ises-
sential tosuch organismsas mollusks and cor-
al

s.
Due to predicted changes in major ocean cur-
rents, some places, such as the British Isles, are
likely to get colder, rather than warmer. Effects
of altered world-wide weather patterns are too
numerousand complex tobe elaborated here
(oneexample: a I*C risein temperature ispre-
dicted toreduce wateravailability by10%:na
tempecate climate). They indude changes in
food production, energy use,and spread of in-
fectiousdiseases
* Thereis good evidence that the severity of ma-
jorstorms isalready increasing. As reported in
SCIENCE, of Sept. 16, two groups of scientists,
while finding nolong-tetm trend inthe number
ofstorms per year, did finda sharp increasein
the severity of storms. Globally, during the
past 35 years, category-4 and -5 storms climbed
57% from the first half ofthe period 1o the sec-
ond.

10. OAK RIDGE: TCWP COMMENTS
ON ED-6 ASSESSMENT

TCWP has commented on DOE's Environ-
mental Assessment {EA} of the proposed convey-
ance of DOE lands to the City of Oak Ridge
(NL263 99B). The land in question is Parcel ED-6
at the western edge of the City and abutting the
3.000.acre Black Oak Ridge Conservation Ease-
ment (BORCE). TCWP requested that the pro-

action be changed and theEA alteredto re-
flectthesechanges.

n our comments, we identified several defi-
ciencies ;n the EA, the most significant being the
followmg
» The boundary between ED-6 and the BORCE

should foliow the topography, instead of being
drawn as a straight line. ‘The City has agreed
not to develop about 50100 acres in the western
portionofED-6 andtotransfer thisacreageto
TDEC, for addition to the BORCE. DOE should
drawthe conveyance boundarysoasto reflect
thisplan, conserving asmuch developable land
ut i




lands, teibutarystreams, andsteep slopes, for

addition to the BORCE. eselands contain

largestand ofdeep forest interiorhabitat thatis

themost significantecological value of thispor-
OakRi

songbirds requireforbreeding, andthatis rap-
idlydisappearing from ourlandscape. Accord-
ingto thedraftEA, ED-6contains174 acres of
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most exciting and productive years foc TCWP in
ecent simest Em a very demanding job at
ORNL, Cindy has found the enecgy to labor at all
hours (almost 7/24!) with the greatest devotion
and intelligence. Not only has she delegated
wisely, butshe has handled a huge aumber of is-
sues on her own, writing knowledgeable letters
or comments, attending meetings or hearings,

thishabitat type, partofan
tract thatis mostly in the BORCE.
The environmental impact of constructing anew
30-ft wide boundary-patrol roadshould bedis-
cussed in theEA. While thedraftEA projects
the construction ofsuch a road asa directout-
come oftheED-6 conveyance, itdoesnotshow
evaluate
pact. TCWPopposesconstructionofsucha
road. If located alongthepresently drawn
western boundary of ED-6, it wouid crass steep
ridges andstream tributaries. Construction

watershed), would aﬂecl wn!dhle habitat, and

residential development an d the BORCE. The
road is not needed for fire p rotection in ED6; as
noted in the EA,such protectionis adequately
covered by existing resources,

Addinonal points made in our comments
concern the EA’s failure to show location of bio-
logically sensitive areas and of endangered or
threatenedplants in ED 6.

Heradvice
on strategies TCWP should pursue has been in-
falvl — always informed by unassaiable facts
clear thinking, and by her wisdom about human
Debaviot. And on 10p of everything, e just
been g vy person to work e

1 am so grateful that she
theBoard! (Lee Russell)

il be staying on

10D. Upcoming ectivities
ontributed bySandra Goss|
{Faraddonal infornaion on angofthe lisdevens
call Sandra K. Goss at 865-522-3
ore-mail: sandra@sandrakgoss. 1

Ridge Cedar
v

Saved two decades ago through the efforts of
TCWP, the Oak Ridge Cedar Barren is now a joint
project of the City of Oak Ridge, State Natural A r-
eas Division. and TCWP. On Nov. 19, we wil be
continuing o work to remove exotic invasive
plants. The Barren, located behind Jefferson]unior

11. TCWP NEWS

11A. Sandra has a new e-mall address
sandra@sandrakgoss.com

118. 2006 Board, Nominating Comm.
The following were elected unanimously at our
Oct. 15 Annual Meeting:
President: Jimmy Groton
Vice President: Frank Hensley
Treasurer: Charlie Klabunde
cretary: CarolGrametbauer

Directors:
TimBigelow LarryPounds
Mary LynnDobson ~ Liane (Lee) Russell
RalphHarvey EdwardSonder
Cindy Kendrick

Nominating Committee:

JeanBangham Frank Hensley

Marion Burger

M C. For Cindy: deep gratitude
s we are nearing the end of Cindy Ken-

drick's three years as TCWP president, [ wantto
express my deepest geatitude for whatshe has
contributed toourorganizationand to theprotec-

tion of Teanessee’s precious natural environ-
ment. These have certainly been three of the

in Oak Ridge, afew
dar barrens in East Tennessee. The area is subject
to invasion by leather-leaf viburmum, autumn
olive, mimosa, Nepal grass, and multiflora rose,
We will work to remove the shade-producing
plants, so that prairie grasses can getthe sun they
require for growth.

Volunteers should arrive n the Jefferson
Junior High parking lot at %00, with sturdy
shoes, loppers, gloves, andwater,

TCWP Holiday Party,
7:00-9:00 p.m.

Jenny Freeman and Bl Allen keep up a
holiday tradition of hostng TCWP's Annual
Holiday Party. As experienced Holiday Party at-
tendees can attest, the gathering is warm and
friendly, withopportunity to reflect onandlaugh
overthe year’s accomplishments.

Jenny and Bill's house isat371 East Drive,
Oak Ridge. Attendees are asked to bring an ap-
peuzeror dessen m lhe funcnon Drinks will be
furnished. Be s VP (yes grnolby De-
cember dat 865.480- 59800r ennv@eteba.org,

Bu i ur cemby
We will tour the Burgess Falls State Natural
Area, near Cookeville, which features three wa-
terfalls. The topography is gentle, and the out-
ing, led by Hal Smith, is rated easy/moderate.




Participants should meet at 9:30 am. (EST)
inthe Oak Ridge FoodCity parkingloton Ilfinois
Ave, or at 10:15 (CST) in the Burgess Falls park-
inglot. AftertouringBurgess Falls, wewill cara-
van to Cumberland Mountain State Park restau-
rantfor lunch atapproximately 1.00CST

11E. Auction of canoe to benefit TCWP

Marion and Charlie Burger are generously

donating a canoe to be auctioned off to benefit
TCWPI! Here arethe particulars:

Dagger lake canoe, 15 ft. “Refection’
model, green/gray, oak/wicker seats, like-
newcondition. Hasbeen hanging in a dry
basement since 1994, not counting about
five excursions. Includes two paddles. A
photo o the cange will be posted on the
TCWP websi

Minimum bid, $325. Bidding opens Mon-
day, November 14. Contact Marion or
Charlieat (865) 483-9407 between8 amand
5 pm to place a bid (525 increments,
please), check thecurrent bid, or for infor-
mation o inspection. Bidding closes at 8
pmon November 23
Gettranquil transportacross picturesque late-fall
lakes, and simultaneously support TCWP's work
to protect them and other natural treasures!
Many thanks tothe Burgers for thisgenerous do-
nation!

10F. Report on past activitles
[Contributed by Sandra Goss]
National Publm ands Day Celebration

Helps Wort n Cemeter
e o wark day at the
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Following a fineboxlunch,consumed in the
bright, clearsunshineoutsidethehistoricRugby
building, attendees chose from twohikes:Colditz
Cove/NorthrupFalls,or BurntMill Bridge. It
couldn't havebeena morebeautiful fallday

11G. Selected TCWP actions
since NL 262 (July-October)
[Contibutedby Cindy Kendrick}

Meetings organized and/or atten

TCWP Annual Meeting

Water Issues. Service, and Mailing Committees (multi-
plemeetingsand worksessions)

TCWP Board (monthly meetings)

Intergroupstrategy sessionon Obed/Emury water

ualit

Tennessee Forests Council (TFC) Steering Committee
[mee\mgsandconference calls)

Tennessee Forests Council publicseminar on sustain-
able forestr

Alliance for the Cumberlands Steering Committee
(meetings and conference calls)

TWRA Comprehensive Wildlife Strategy

Symgosmm presented at ORNL on preservation of

Big South Fork

Exhibits (4) at ORNL for Community Shares Campaign

Secret City Hiking Day, planning meeting

HabitatConservationPlan informational meeting

Environmental groups’ meeting with Paul Sloan, TDEC

Control, to discuss g

OfficeofSurtaceMining publicscoping meetingon
streambufferzoneElS

ICWP newsletter workshoy

Comunity Shares Cm:le of Change Committee

Cemetery Ecological Study Area (behind Elza
Gate Park) had 19 participants. There was much
removal of wisteria and other exotic nvasive
plank. Though the dry weather hindered plant-
ing, some water-tolerant plants were_put in b

the beaver pond. Thanks toSunlight Gardens for
conlributing the plants, to TVA staffers Mark
McCreedy and WesJames for helping to coordi-
nate this year's event, and to TVA's Natural Heri-
tageProgram forloaning us weed wrenches.

nnual Meeting wa

‘About 30 folks en]eyed e October 15 An-
nual Meeting at Historic Rugby. The program,
which was focused on the Cumberlands, featured
two speakers. (1) Aliance for the Cumberlands
Executive Director Katherine Medlock spoke on
the National Heritage Corridor  feasibil-
ity/suitability study now under way  (2) Oak
Ridge National Laboratory Corporate Fellow Vir-
ginia Dale summarized a study of themost desir-
ableecological outcomes in the northern Cumber-
fands

anni

Communnyshares Combined Federal Campaign kick-
off breakfast

HeritageConservation Foundationstate bill signing at
Burgess

Norris DamState Park Town Hall Meetin

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy Global Warming
Citzens It est Group meetrgs

DOE mformam n meeting on trander of land parcel

TurkeyCreek Wetland Advisory Committee
etters/Comments

Letters toWamp, Frist, and Alexander opposingdrill-
ingin the ArcticNational WildlifeRefuge

Letterto TVA opposing Nickajack land swa

Comments on EA for DOE transfer of land parcel ED6
totheCityof Oak Ridge

Letter to DOE-ORO Mgr on transfer of land parcel ED6
tothe City of Oak Ridge

Letterto TDEC advocatinginclusion of Crossvillein
EPAPhasell stormwater controls

Letters to Governor Bredesen and TDEC Commissioner
Fyke, plus mutiple contacts w/ staff, in support of
state purchase of L ove Mtn tract



Request taOffceof Surface Mining tohold siream
buifer zone scoping hearing in K noxvil

Scoping comments to Office of Suface Mmmg for
stream bufferzone EIS

Inputfor Tennessee State Parks masterplan

Co-signed with Public Interest Research Groupcom-
ments onEPA mercury rule

Research and correspondence with TDEC urging the
state to petinon for road ess rule protection for

er

Letterto Wamp on National Forest Roadless Area Con-
servationAct

Lettersopposing bills that allowdrilling in the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge

Actions

Conducted Worthington Cemetery work day - inva-
siveseradicationand nativeplantings

o~sponsored Sectet City Hiki ngDay
Hosted Pigean River raftng trp uting

Co-hosted TDEC Appreciation Luncheor

Conducted specific initiatives mprol:c\sensmveland
along Tennessee streams

Supported NPCA nomination of the Big South Fork
Cumberland River as an AmericanRivers’ “Most
Endangered River”

Issued e-mail 15
Scoping comments

Guided hikes at Coldtz Cove State Natural Area and
Burnt Mill Bridge

Presented public 1otk on TCWP actviiesfor ORNL

ommunity Shares campaign

12. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

e Events and deadlines calendar (Fordetails,
chetkthe referenced NLitem;or contactSandra
K.Goss, 865-522-3809, saadra@sandrakeoss.com

« Today, calt your Congressman to oppose drilfing
intheArctic Refuge (8A, thisNL)

* Nov. 14-23, Bid on the canoe tobeneGt TCWP
(Q11E, thisNL).

« Nov. IS.CuvtLJKESP, hearing on Ligias Fork
mining(§1C, thisN|

« Nov. 19, Cedar Bm & clean-up (11D, this NL).

. Nnv 29a0d 30, Cu nbﬂlnnd ap NHP meetings

GMP (43D, this N

. Dec 8 TCWP Holiday Pany (911D, this NL),

« Dec.10, Burgess Fallsouting ({11D,thisNL).

» Dec. 31, Deadline for comments on Cumberland
GapGMP ({38, thisNL).

<+ Resources
« Some vehicles labeled “hybrids” don't deserve

the designation. The Union of Concerned Scien-
tits has a website thatexplains the basic princi
ples atwork, rates ind ividual models, and gives
an overview of federal,state, andlocal incentives,
The US market now boasts eight models. includ-
ing several that do not ment the “hybrid” label
Go'to www.h
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* Installing solar equipment in a residen ce will be a
tax-saving eve ntin 2006/2007. The cre dit is 30%
ofthecost (including labor), upto $2,00persys-
tem. Some states (e.g., Maine) haveadditional
credits

+ KORRnet wants everyone to know that the Dis-
coverET.org directoryhasover2700Websitesin
425categories ranging from adventure ciubs to
youth sports. (Organizations can add THEIR
Website free of charge.) There tsalsoa search-
able calendarof regional events, headlines from
area news organizations, airqualityand weather
data, andlinksto blogs, pols, discussiongroups
andbulletin boards.

* AFORR's web address is now
hitp:/ / www.DiscoverET.org/ afort but the 'tra-
ditional” address,
ht p:// www.korenet.org/afore/, will forward to
thatURL for the indefinitefuture

* Former VicePresidental Core'sexcellentspeech
at the2005Sierra Su _ mitis availableonline at

1/ | www sierr: g/sierrasummit

« “BeingCaribou” details thejourney ofthe film
meker and her compa nion as they fallow ed
120008 caribou on their annual migration to give
birth in the Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge. To
geta free copy, visit www.alaskawild.org,

« A VHS or DVD of the recent PBSshow “Giobal
Warming: the Signsand theScience” isavailable
bycalling 1-800-PLAY-PBS

* Once Upon A Tinte Wilderness Adventure Trips will
be offered by Ed and Arleen Decker for4 one-
week periods in April and May 2006 in the Appa-
lachian Mountains of East Tennessee. The bunk-
houseis also available asa hostel for the remain-
derofthe yearand canbeusedforfamilyreun-
ions or retreats. Checkoutthe website

nceuponatim

COMMUNITY
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