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11. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| Issue Contact Action

“"Message!

|
|
1A~ | Fundforlandsnceding protection | Governor Bredesen | “Thonksfor your actions te prescrveCumbesiand Platcau!”™

1C | Mining and logging at Frozen Heall | Watch TCWP web site for needed actions
4A | Mining stzeam bufferzones | @ifice of Surface Mining | Watch TCWP web site for nesded actions
5A | TVAsaleof publiclands Print media Write aleter to theediter protesting this pelicy

7A | Bill to restore Roadless Area Rule| Your U.S. |“Co-sponsor billr”

e ; New logging reads in Tongass NF| Sens. Frst andAlexander |“1 am very disappointed in yeur votc!”
8A | Arctic National WildlifeRefuge | Your U.S Rep. and Sennwrxi“(l) Oppose all drilling; (2) Co-sponsor S 543/HR. 567"

8D | Global waming Sen. Alexander (1) Thanks for Resolution; (2) Support stronglegislationt™

8F | Endangercd Species Act (ESA) | Your US. Representative | "ESA has worked well. Oppesc all auacks onit!™

Senator John Doe. The Hon. John Doe Pres. GeergeW. Bush GovemorPhil Bredescn
United Statcs Senate USS, House of Representatives  The White House StateCapitol
Washinglen, DC 20510 Washington, DC 2035 ‘Washington, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243-9872

202-456-1414: Fax 456-2461 615-741-2001; Fax 615-532:9711
v hil,

1 | I
Dear Senator Dee Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen

Sincerelyyeurs, Sincerely yours, Respectlully yours, Respectiully yeurs,
Sen. Bill Fist: Sen. Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zach Wamp
Ph: 2022243344 FAX: 20228154 P 202-224-4944; FAX: 202.228-3398 Phone: 202-225-3271
e-mail: hup:/frist scnate. goviconmctcfm  ¢-mail: hup:/alexander senate. govicontactefm  FAX: 202225-394
: 977 Local: 8655454253 (FAX 545-4252) Lacal: 865-576-1976
Web: www house.gov/wamp

o call any Rep or Senator, dial Congressienal switchboord, 202-224-3121. T find out abou the status of bils, call 202:225-1772
URLS: hup:/iwww.h and I General contact info: hitp://www.lcv.org
Note that mail to Congress is stll slow following the anthrax scare. Consider faxing, phoning, and other modes of communication

WHATISTCWP?

CWF (Tennessee Cilizens for Wilderness Planiing) s dedicated (0 achieving and perpeuaiing protection of natura
lands and waters by means of publi of the While our first focus|
is on the Cumberland and Appalachian regions o Tennessee, ot efforts may extend to the rest of the state and
the nation. TCWP's strength lies in researching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educating our|
membership andthe public interac ingwith groups having similar objectives, and working through the legislative

and judicial b on the federal, state, and local levels.

ITCWP: 130 Tabor Rd,, Oak Ridge, TN 37830.

President Cindy Kendrick, 865-386-6382 (h).

Executive and Membership-Development Director: Sandra Gess, 865-522-3809; SKGoss@elex com
[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, 865-482-2153. Internet: http://www.tewp.org




1. GOOD NEWS FOR THE
CUMBERLANDS

1A.New opportunity for protecting

speclal lends In the Cumberiends

‘The Cumberland ~ Plateau Conservation
Foundation that would have beencreated by an
Administration  bill (NL260 91C) eventually
morphed into the Tennessee Heritage Conserva-
tion Trust Fund, that has now beceme state law.
While this new Trust Fund will conceen itself
withthe state as a whole (13A, this NL), its early
em phasis will be on the Cumberland Plateau.
The main purpose w il be the acquisition of spe-
cial lands that mugh totherwise fall prey to ad-
verse developinents.

The vision for this initiative was stated in
Gon Bredesex's Sate of e State address (NL26)
4A). [ want usto start protecting more of
our naturalresources,” hesaid. “While therc are
enormous opportunities all across out state, | am
asking that we start this year onthe Cumberland
Plateau. Itis one of the most beautiful and bio-
|ng|ml|r diverse places on the planet, and yet it is
being clear cut, vast teacts of bind owned by tim-
ber companies are on the market, and in many
cases are beingbought byspeculators from outof
state. Nothing good can come of this.” e went
on to propose formation of the Cumberland Pla-
teau Foundation and initial state funding for it
and ¢ ncluded that these initiatives “will allow
usto take the firststeps in preservingthis unique
and beautiful part of Tennessee.”

The plan for the Trust Fund’s early empha-
sis on the Cumberland Plateau notes that of a
minimum of 545,000 acees in need of protection,
197,000 acres are peesently for sale. There are at

least 70 sig rificant projects on the Plateau. The
Trust Fund sBoard of Trustees will develop the
criteriaaround which projects will be judged. and
it will make decisions as to which tracts will be
acquired. Start-up moneywill be available from
the State Treasury, after which the Trust Fund
will raise much of its needed funding.

1B.Bowater slgns Memorandum of

Understandling to protect
Cumberland Plateeu forests

st year, the Natural Resources Defense
Counal (NRDC) designated the Cumberland Fla-
teau as one of 7 BioGems in the USA, and one of
12 in the Americas (NL255 94A). Within a year,
petitions from 14,000 BioGem Defenders encour-
aged B water. the smgle largest landowner on
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the Plateau, to negotiate with NRNC to stop con-
vertng hardwood foress nto sterile pine planta-
tions. This effort hasnow bornefrui

Near the end of June, Boviater Inc: NROG,
and the Dogwood Alliance jointly announced the
signingof an accord to enhance the protection of
the forests of the Cumber land Plateau and other
parts of the Southern United States. The follow-
ing are h(ghhgms of the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU)

Within 3 years, Bowater will end conversionof
natural hardwood forests to pine plantations on
all the land it ownsin the United Stases. Such
conversions recently have totaled approximately
500 acresper year

Starting in 2007, Bowaterwillsto p buying from
third-party suppliers any pine fiber obtained
from the conversion of natural forestland to pine
plantations. The phase-out wil take place over
the next three years.

Bowater will expand its buffer zones during aer-
1l ap plications of herbicidesarid fertilizers to a
uniform 300 feet. The company will also formal-
ize a public communication progeam of these ac-
tivities

Bowater is it the process of studying approsi-
mately 7,000 acres of particularly sensitiveareas
(especially thase with “gulfs.” coves, and
ephemeral ponds)on its Tennessec landsto
identify those of exceptional ecological, geologi-
cal, or historicat s.gmg1 -ance. The company has.
committed to take aj ate measures to pro-
tecttheseareasas theyare identified. Whilethe
studyis underway, Bowater has agreed notto
sellor harvest these areas.

Bowater will adopt Forest Stewardship Council
hardwood management practices. The company
willalso work towardincreasingthe use of re-
cycled fiberin its paper products

Howater's operations are supported by ap-
proximately 1.4 million acres of timberlands
owned or leased in the U.S. and Canada (plus 30
million acres of tinber-cutting rights in Canada).
NRDC. which has over a million members, is a
national vrganization of scientisis, lawyers, and
environmental specialists dedicated toprotechng
public health and the environmene. the Dog-
wood Alliance is a regional network of 70 grass-
roots organizationsin 17 states, sharing a mission
of protectng Southern forests and communities
by ending unsustainable ndustrial forest prac-
tices.

Governor Phil Bredesen thanked the signers
of the MOU and added” .. we encourage others
— from individuals to partners in the public, pri-
vate and not-for-profit sectors -- to contribute to
the preservation and protection of special places
and natural resources in Tennessee ™ May other
timber companieslisten!



1C. DIsturbing “nolses”
from Frozen Heed
(1) Within thepastfew days, Forestlands (a
timber investment company) has carved a major
access road into the bottom of the Rocky Fork
watershed, very near the entrance to Frozen
Head State Park and Natural Area. The road ap-
fears to be in preparation for logging Rough
idge to the north and/ or Love Mountain to the
south. The State has said i the past they would
like to buy the Love M. tract, and Forestands
has entertainedselling t; howeverthey are alleg-
edly insisting on a price above the assessed land
value (NL.260 91D). The Stateand Forestlands are
reportedly meetingagamin early August.

(2) The National Coal Company has apphed
10 the federal Office of Surface Mining (OSM) for
a permit (¥3188) to open a new deep mineon he
NE side of Stallion Mtn abovethe 3000 1. level.
The SW slopes of Stallion Mitn. form much of the
headwatersof the New River, and the lower parts
of these slopes are actually within the Frozen
Head State Natural Area. Probably the mine, and
certainly the haul road, would be easily within
300 ft. ofthe boundary near the NE corner ofthe
rk. The curreatly planned route forthe Cum-
berland Trail leaves the park at about this same
location. In additionto the obvious water-quality
concerns, the impact of dust and noise from the
mining operationon the Natural Area are of con-
cern. We'e told that the State Park has already
sent comments about the proposed mine to OSM.
A period for public comments will be announced.
Jeff Coker in the Knowville OSM ofice 15 han
dlingthispermit application.

1D. Another Cumberland Plateeu
treasure: its coves

A recent field survey of 100 caves on the
Cumberland Plateau has yielded “astounding” re-
sults. The study, commissioned by The Nature
Conservancy's Tunnesset Chapter, bas led 1o the
identification of 24 new, andas yet unnamed, spe-
cies, as well as more than 100 insects considered
globally rare. TNC will use the information to de-
velop protection strategies for these delicate eco-

F

systems. ore information,  visit
Www.nature.org/tennessee
1E for the
recelves grent
{Contributed by Sandra Goss|

‘The Alliance for the Cumberlands, in part-
nership with the Tennessee Wildlife Resources
Agency, the Kentucky Department of Fish and
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Wildlife Resources, and the Tennessee and Ken-
tucky Chapters of The Nature Conservancy, re-
ceived a grant from the National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation to do work acrossthe Kentucky -
Tennessec border. The Grant will augment t
Stewardship Planning process the group is un-
dertaking. The purpose of the grant is to coord
nate the Comprehensive State Wildlife Strategies
(see §4B, this NL) acrossstate boundaries.

In June, there were several National Heri-
tage Cornidor public-input meetings on the Pla-
teau. Overall, they were a great success and
much was learned from those who attended.
Edwin Gardner, who is conducting the Suitabil-
ity/ Feasibility Study, will beat the next Alliance

eeting (Cookeville, July 26) to talkabout his ef-
forw and update us on the progress

The Alliance has a beautiful new website
thanks to our fiends at Lovelady Graphics and
N2theNet he dress s
wivwal he

2. OBED: LAND ACQUISITIONS AND
OTHER NEWS

2A.Good news: some lend

linfornationtransmitted by Sandra Goss]

Inthe fall of 2003, after considerable effort
by TCWP and its allies, and with the support of
Reps. Zach Wamp, Lincoln Davis, and our sena-
tors, the Congress appropriated $750,000 for ac-

uisition of lands within the Obed Wiid & Scenic
ﬁ.m (WSR) boundary . {(NL254 §1A). There fol-
lowed months of surveys, apprasals, and land-
owner negotiations,

Now, the National Park Service's SE Re-
gional L.ands Office has clnszd on the purchaseof
a tract of approximately 85 acres bordering Clear

Creek and including land that extends from t!
civer to the park's cxterior boundary. Closing is
pending on a secondtract of 9262 acres thatbor-
ders a section of the Obed River below the con-
£uence with Ciear Creek. it, too, includes land
extending from the river to the exterior bound-
ary.

Negotiations are ongoing for a third and
fourth tract. The purchase of the fourth property
s contingent on e availability of funds. These
gequisiions are indeed gond news, bat much

p ary
protected, while development pressures in the
region are on the increase. When the presently
available sums are expended, we must remount
our efforts to gain additional acquisition funds
forthe ®bed WSR

2B. Obed Climbing Plan follow-up
WP members attended a follow-up meet-
ing on the Obed Climbing Management Plan of



July 2002 (N1.247 2E). Reports on two studies
that had been commissioned by the National
Park Service (NPS) were presented and ma
viewed m the documents section of the Obed
web site (www.nps.gov/obed). Dr. Gary Walker
(Appalachia State UmversuyA Boone, NC) sum-
manze nt communities, and Dr.
Donald G. Hodges (U.T.) presented results of a
socio-economic survey of climbers. There fol-
lowed a general discussion involvmg NPS staft. 6
representatives of the climbmg commurty, and 4
representatives of conservationgroups.

Dr. Walker noted the unappreciated species
diversity of the Cumberland Plateau (734 species
of vascular planis alone, includmg 16 species of
special concern), and the fact that some plants in
the study area constitute a genctic reservair of
nonhemspeucs left from thelast ice age (glacial
relics), with the genetic variation here greater
than it is in the northern range. Snags of 968-
year old trees were found atoneof the sites

The study sampled cliff face, upper edge,
andpediment (i.e, talus at the bottom)at 6 climb-
ing arcas (5 in the lower Clear Creek gorge, one
in the Obed gorge just upstream from the Clear
Creek confluence). Climbed and unclimbed sites
werematchedas closely as possible

Among the findings

Eachof the 6 clifffaces hada differentcomposi-
tion of plants, indicating a need for site-specific
management;
Climbing has led to a decrease in species rich-
ness, especially of Ilthens though not necessar-
ily in total plant num

he talus area shn\vnd ‘the heaviest impact of
climbing, indicatmg a strong need to preserve
pristine areas of talus (through consolidation
and proper placement of access trails);
On the edge, there were significant impacts of
chmbing at three of the six sample sites,
steongly justify ing the “no topping-out” policy
thatwas adoptedin the Climbing Plan.

The moratorium on fixed routes is being
continued, and new routes/bols require a per-
mit. Permits.wil lbe issued basedon resource ef-
fects and density. A Fixed Anchor Advisory
Committee will be formed to mteract in this

process.
Additional points emerged in the discussion

that followed presentation of the repor

“no topping-out” policy will be institu-
tionalized;
The two rappelling sites that were permitted in
the Climbing Planrequire additional study and
possible modification because of the harmful
nature my
The effects of bnuldenng (which is not limited
as to location) need to be further studied, e.g.,
with regsrd to impact on sa.amanders;

ﬁeolcgy survey needs to be completed
before any access trail can be located.
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TCWP will remain wnvolved in future NPS
actions concerning climbing policy in the Obed
WSR.

2C.Review of water quality inthe

Emory River watershed

In 1996, TDEC's Division of Water Pollution
Control imitiated 1% watershed approach under
which, each year, a staggered one-fifth of Tennes-
see’s watersheds enter a 5-year management cy-
cle. The Emory River Watershed (which includes
the Obed and’ its tributaries) 15 midway m the
second 5-vear cy dl.

On July 14, themost recent water-quality in-
formation was presented for public review and
discussion. Maps and data were available, in-
cluding the most recent 305(b) Report (Status of
Water Quality) and 303(d) list (INoncoaforming,
Waters). TOEC staff was onhandto explain, an-
swer questions, and to hear comments, sugges-
tions, and concerns

0 view some of this information, visit
http:/ /wiww.state.tn.us wpe/publ
ications, and chose the appropriate links.  For
more information, contact Daud Duhl, Waiet
shed Coordinator, ar 6156320438 or
at 4

avid.dubl

2D. New Obed Chief of Interpretation

to lead bird watch
[Contributed ndra Goss|

joe Zagorski joined the Obed team in late
May as Chief of Interpretation and Park Ranger.
His most recent assignment was at the Hopewell
Furnace National Historic Site in Pennsylvania.

On Saturday, August 6, he will lead a bird
watch at the Nemo Picnic Area at 6:00 p.m. Par-
ticipants may see thrushes, herons, and hawks.
There will be a discussionabout the birds of the
area, and bird lists will be available for those
wishing to keep a record. The event Is apprapri-
ate for all ages. Bunoculars are recommended but
not requi

3. STATE GOVERNMENT AND
LEGISLATURE

3A.Good news: Leglsiature

establishes the Tenneasee
Harltage C rvation Truat Fund
Toward the end of the session, the General
Assembly passed the Tennessee Heritage Con-
servation Trust Fund Act of 2005, the product of
an  Administration  bill  (SB.2259/HB.2274).
Originally written for the Cumberlands (see
NL360 §1C), the bill had to be refashioned to ap-
ply to the state a5 a whole 5o as to attract the
support it needed for passage. The initial em-
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hasis of the Trust will, however, be on the Cum-
erland Plaleau (1A, this NL).
ust Fund shall “assist the state in

Raise Tennessee’s program upto federal stan-

ards,
Offer the same protections as thase offered by

penmnemly conserving and preserving tracts of surroundingstates,

. for the purposcs of promoting tourism « Simplify andshortentheprocess toresolve citi-
and recreation, including outdoor activities such Zens’ grievances,
25 hunting and fishing; protecting, conservmg +  Ensurethatnew facilitics are bmlmﬂer(nm be-
and restoring the state’s physical. cultural, ar- fore)validconcernsare addressed,
cheological, ~historical and environmental re- * Reduce the money parties spend onlong ad-

sources; and preserving working landscapes. “ ministrative procedures

The Act establishes a Board of Trustees of 11 P
non-salaried members (appointed by the gover- e edated, eonfTQuond TCWhRalen
nor) that is to be independent of the Tennessee Joinedffoccesfto defeal 3D,1 248/ HIRI (9250w hic
B et Corsrahn. i ould haveallowed individulsuith 2 confictof

: X ; interest to sit on the Water Quality Control
s ot TOE e Poareaoecs, o Board. This bill had called for a removal of the
and the executive director of TWRA (or their des- conflict-o-interest clause in the rules governing
ignees) will serve as ex-officio (non-voting) pvhio/mey,voleon permitcasss,

members of the Board.
The Trust Fund, as well as any non-profit 3C.Bills on conservation easements:
organization created by it, is authorized to re- one success and one fallure
quest and receive assets (from gifts, donations, [Information from Tennessee Conservatian Voters)
bequests, grants, etc) and will be fiscally inde- + TCV worked with the Land Trust for Tennes-
endent; no part of its assets, or the earnings see, the NatureConservancy, and other groups
Fum such assets, shall be diverted to the gencral to help pass SB.1869/HB.2029, which specifi-
ally states who does and does not have the
1hem1mpurposeof the Fundis the acquisi- right to enforce conservation easements. This
tion of “real property” (i.e., land), or interest in bill makes it easier and more appealing for
“real property” (ie, easements) for the state. [t landowners to place permanent development
may doso by any numberof means (donation, restrictions on their propert
sale, exchange, lease, elc), but maynotuse emi- = Last year, the State Legislature passed a bill
nent domain.  In addition to carrying out such that requires non-profit organizations to be as-
acquisitions itelf, the Trust may make grant or sessed for property tax on any undeveloped
loans to various government agencies or to non- land holdings over 100 acres per county; such
profitorganizations to fulfillthe stated purpases. land was formerly tax-exempt (NL261 92F).
“The board of 11 is charged with develoy e This misguided legislation affected churches,
the criteria around which projecs will be judg summer camps, youth organizations and
(ie., it will not have to abide by existing plans o schools, and hit conservation groupsespecially
priority lists). The board will also make decisions hard. Attempts toget this law amendedor re-
asto which tracts areto be acquired. Because the pealed(failedthis year
Boardhas these powers, it will make a lotof dif-
ference who gets appointed to it. 3D. Groups gearing up
to pass bottle bill next time
3B. Now law opens water-permit (Informationirom Scenic Tenressec]
appeals process to all parties Bottle bills have been working sumsstuuz
[Source: Teanessee Clean Water Network, TCWN| in 11 states, and there was great suppori for sucl
Passage of HB2273 (McMillan)/SB.2258 a bill (sponsored by Sen. McNally and Rep. Rus-
(Kyle) assures all “affected persons” the right to sell Johnson) during the Tennessee legislative
appeal pollution and other water quality permits. session just past. Not just citizens’ groups but
700 means. that citzem, municipalities, and also tourism-based businesses, recycling compa-
other third parties -- and not just the permit ap- nies, and themedia supported the measure. Yet,
plicants (usually, poliuting industries) -- can par- itnever even got put to a vote.
ticipate in appeals (NL261 92G). The right to ap- Gearing up for the next session of the Gen-
peal covers pollution-discharge permits, aquatic eral Assembly, the Tennessee Bottle Bill Project
resource alteration permits (ARAPs - often, re- has been organized and is holding i kick-otf
quests torelocatestreamsor pave overwetlands), meeting on July 23 in Nashville. For further in-
and inter-basin water transfers. formation, contact Marge avis (Scenic Tennes-
TCWN and TCV (Tenn Conservation Vot- see), Coordinator, Tennessee Bottle Bill Project,
ers), leadersin the successful effortto passthis 615-758-8647, margedavis@comcast.net.

legislation, notethatthenew lawwill also:



3E. TDOT’s Long-Range Transportation

Plan almost complete
For the past 19 months, TDol has becn en-
gaged in gathering public input, reviewing pre-
vious plans, and studying technical andfinancial
data with the objective of generating a 25-year
Long-Range Transportation Plan (NL261 92C).
The final draft should be available this month, af-
ter which TOoI will request additional com-
ments before preparing the final plan.  Informa-
tion on the process and draft s available 2
www tenness t, orby calling (toll-free)
1:866-369-8443, o e maling PlanGo@éiate (nus

4

>

4. OTHER STATE NEWS

Proposal to eliminate stream
butfer zones belng revisited

In recent years, East Tennessee residents
have, unfortunately become alltoo familiar with
the evil consequences of cross-ridge mining, and
especially withits effect on streams, such as Dan
Branch aff Zcb Mountain. This type of mining
essentially takes ff the tep of a mountain and

and soil into surrounding val-

leys. Things looked cven worse when, in, Janu-

ary 2004, the federal Office of Surface Mining

(OSM) proposed to essentially eliminate the 20-

ear-old stream “buffer zone” rule. which pro-
ibitsminingactivitywithin 100 feetof streams.

The coal industry steongly pushed to get a
rule change that would make itinfinitely easierto
obtain a variance. Area residents and concerned
groups (including TCWP) overwhelming op-
posed therulechang eata March 2004 hearing in
Harriman (NL255 §3A; NL256 948)

After first assertmg that elimination of the
stream buffer zone would “not significantlyaffect
the quality of the human environment,”
now apparently softened its position. In mid-
June the agency announced that - just as citizens
had urged - itwould gencrate an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) on the proposed rules
change. According to the Environmental News
Network, this could delay any such change by
twoyearsor more.

As a first step in the NEPA process, OSM
will conduct scoping meetings in mid-August (if
there is sufficient demand, they say). Such meet-
ings could be held in 5 locations (none of them,
however, in the nation’s top three coal-producmg,
states). [tis virtuallycertain that EastTennessee
will be one of the meeting sites. Written com-
ments willbe accepted untilmid-August.

48B.
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A Comprehensive Wildlife Conser-
vatlon Strategy for Tennessee

essee is home to a wide array of wildlife
species, approximately 90% of which are non-
game species. Many of the problems that con-
front game species, such as habitat loss or poor
water quality, also affect non-game species. In
recent years, Congress has appropriated new
funding to the states to address the issues that
face many of these non-game species.

To be cligible for the new funding, states
must develop a Comprehensive Wildlife Canser-
vation Strategy (CWCS) that identifies species of
greatest conservation need, their habitals and the
problems they face, as well as needed conserva-
tion actions and momtoring. The Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) and its con-
servation partners are working on a draft of the
CWCS. Details of the planning process and in-
formation in draft form, can be found on TWRA's
website, www.tnwildlife.org or
whw@tg5'.m.us'[t\vm[nongmmnvhlml. Draft
chapters will be posted on the website as they be-

come available. Public meetings are scheduled in

4 locations, including,

4c.

Knoxvile, July 21, 7:00 p.m., U.T. Agricultural
Campus, Plant & Soil Science Bldg. Auditorium
Nashville, July 26, 7:00 p.m, TWRA Region-
Office, TWRC Mectmg Room

Crossville, Aug.2, 7:00 p.m.. TWRA Region-3
Office.

Proposed Lodge at Norrls Dam
[Based on contribution by Sandra Goss|

1 for a privately owned lodge and
convention facility at Norris Dam has aroused
much focal and regional opposition. Commercial
development would on land that be-
longs to the public, and there would bemajores-
thetic intrusions intothe landscape (the plans in-
clude - in addition to motel and restaurant - a
70-foot lighthouse, a man-made waterfall, an ice-
skating rink, and a tram). According to a recent
Knoxville News Sentinel article, state legislation
authorizing Campbell County toissue $11 mullion
in tax-exempt bonds to finance the development
has passedmto law without the governor'ssigna-

The land that is eyed for the lodge is owned
by TVA and given in easement to the state, which
leases the property to Pemberton. In a compli-
cated proposal, Pemberton would give the prop-
enty back to the state, which would then lease the
land to Campbell County. The bonds issued by
Campbell County would finance the project, and
revenuc from the lodgewould pay off the bonds

TCWP and Sierra Club member David Re-
ister, who has been researching this project, has
received the following message from Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation
(TD EC) Commissioner James H. Fyke: “We have



not yet received a proposal from Campbell
County in this regard. However, please be as-
sured a meeting will be held at the park seeking
public input before any consideration for ap-
proval of this project would take place Keep
watching for announcements.

5. TVA NEWS

SA.Comments on Watts Bar Plan
On June 8 TCWP and AFORR co-hosted a
meeting with a TVA representative to discuss sa-
lient features of the Watts Bar Reservoir Land
Management Plan and Draft EIS. Subsequently,
comments for the July 8 deadline were submitted
TCWP as well as by a considerable number of
individuals who support TCWI's position
The comments deplored TVA's recent will-
ingness, or even eagerness. to sell or trade its
public lands. “This policy has been evident from

TVA actions on Tellico and Nickajck Reservairs.

For Watts Bar, TVA will be making decisions on

proposals by developers and development agen-

cies to allocate morepublic Jand onthe reservoir
for private development.

TCWP commented that TVA public iands
many ot i were acquired by eminent do-
main for the public gaod, should stay in public

for_public use. These lands are an irre-
placeable esource. As the population geows, the

ecd increases 10 protect lands for public enjoy-
ment for the presarvation of water qualty, o
ashabitatfor animals and plants.

TVA, as steward of major southeastern res-
ervoirs, mustplay a strong, proactive rolein pro-
tecting water quality. Preservmg riparian zones
on the widest possible buffer zones around the
perimeter of reservoirs is a key element toward
this goal and will save towns and citics signifi-
cant wakr treatment costs for years to come.

e three alternatives outlined in the
Draft EfS, we strongly favored Alternative C
(“Balanced Conservation and Recreation”), over
Alternative B ("Balanced Development and Rec-
reation”), or Alternative A (“No Action”). Some
of the comparisons are summarizedin the fflow-

table.
Aocations g
"Acrespubliclandcon-
verted to privateeco- | 147 | 2,27 | 52
1 8

Acres terres:

trial habitat used for eco{ 3,40 | 3,78

nomic or recreation de{ 0 0
ent

Acres allocated fo_sensi
tive/natural  resourcel 676 | 6,46 | 876
4 7 3
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As regards specific parcels, we strongly en-
dorsed Zone 3 (“Sensitive Resource Manage-
ment”) for the Whites Creek Small Wild Area, as
well as for the neighboring parcel to the north,
which we have proposed as an addition to the
‘Small Wild Area. The Draft EIS lists both of these
parcels as Zone 3 under all three alernatives.
TVA has also proposed that islands and peninsu-
1as be managed as Zone 3, a designation we en-
dorse.

We also agreed with TVA's designation (un-
der all alternatives) of the Fingers Area as partly
Zone 3and partly Zone 4 (“Natural Resource Con-
servation”).

Finally, we joined AFORR (Advocates for the
Oak Ridge Reservation) in recommendations for
the former Clinch River Breeder Reactor Site. Spe-
difically, portionsof the previously disturbed area
at the southern end of the peninsula. and the rela-
tively levelland immediately surrounding ittothe
north and away from the reservoir should be des-
ignated Zone 5 (“Economic Development’); and
all of the upland area on the northern half of the
peninsula should be designated Zone 4, with a 75-
300 m strip maintained along the edge of the res-
ervoir within this parcel,

‘We also urged TVA to fundpositionsand to
leverage volunteers to enforce the zoning of Zone-
3and Zone 4 parcels.

documents are available on
WWW.tva.gov. reports/ wattsbar/i
ndex.htm

TVA personnel cepsules
Pres. Bush nominated Bilh Baxter (one of the
two remaining members of the TVA Board) as
TVA Chainnan. He will remain in this position

until the full new board of nine part-time
members is confirmed and picks a new chair-

man.
Joha Shipp, Vice President for Environmental
Policy & Planning, wil retire in August. Shipp
has led EP&P since 1999 when the organization
was formed. Kate Jackson, Executive Vice
President for River Sy stem ons & Envi-
ronment, has named Bridgette Ellis to serve as
acting vice president of EP&P. Ellis assumed
this role on July 7, in addition to her present
position as VP for Resource Stewardship. She
and Shipp have already begun working to-
gether to ensure a smooth transition. -~ This in-
terim arrangement is being made while options
for the fong-term leadership of TVA’s envi-
ronmental functionsare being evaluated.

Earlier this year, 9 new individuals were ap-
pointed to the 20-member TVA Regional Re-
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source Stewardship Council, established in boundary, and many citizens have fer sometime
2000, Ameng them are Jim Fyke, Deputy been vety concerned over a proposed highway-
FDEC Commissoner ow full commissioner), widemng project (: L137 RN TR,
and Michael Butler, executive director of the TDoT has now modified the proposal for a 26-
Tennessec Wildlife Federation (formerly, the mile segment chanvasmhavehm5mnes with a

Tennessce Conservarion League! continuous center turn lane, and a concrete re-
taining wall s high as 50 feet in places.
lower the speed limit t 35 mph, reduce lane

SC. Green Power facts
, and restrict the turn lane to about 1/3 of

InformationéramGreen PowerSwitch and

Chattanooga Times Frec Press) the project, landscaping the median in the re-

The composition of renewable resources in mainder of the segment. t he retaining walls will
TVA’s Green Power Switch program is as fol- be painted to resemble natural rock surfaces
lows: (what'lljhat look like?)

0.5%solar

26.5%methane

73.0% wind 7. THE CHEROKEE IS AMONG
During FY2004, greenpowercontributedslightl 1
more shan 001K ko the TVA generation mi A NATIONALIFORESTSIUNPERISIECE

long way to gof (butit’sa start). Foradditional
maion,Visitpuw gree suitchcon, 7A. Bl seeks to restore
is summer, to meet its peak power de-

mands, TVA will use all 5 of its bucledy reattors, Rosdisss’ares]protsction]thatithe

720f its combustion turbines, 101 of its 109 hy- Administration has undone

droelectric units, and580fits59 coal-fired units. In May 2005, the Bush Administration re-
pealed the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule

(NL.261 16C), effectively removing federal protec-

tion from S8 uillions acres of roadless national

6. SMOKIES

forests nationwide, m:lunni over a half-million

6A. Camporee agalnst the North Shore acres of pristine forests (n the Southern Appala-
chians, which include Tennessee’s Cherokee Na-

Road, July 23.24 ]
(Becou: sg'.,}’m‘:w topublicizethis even, we are tional Forest, The Cherokee NFhas18 inventoricd
ce-runningan article fromNL261 94C] Roadless Areas. i
In order to give its supporters an opportu- The Bush Administration’s ruling disregards
nity tohikein the heart ofthe Smokiesthreatened overd.2 million comments received by the end of
by the North Shore Road, the Great Smokies Coa- 2004, the vast majority of which supported the
lition will hold a camporee July 23-24. Partici- Roadless Arca Conservation Rule of 2001 and/or
pants cansctup theirtentson Friday, July 22at rejected the Admimistration's proposed changes
the Smoky Mountain Meadows Campground Under the Administratien’s new plan, State
nearBryson City- Governors must petition the Forest Service if they
On Saturday, 23 July, there will be a mix of wish roadless protection to be re-instated on na-
hikes, from shor tto fong, some supported by boat tional forest lands in thewrstate. The state invest-
or ferry across Fontana Lake. Depending un de- ment of substantial time, funds, and personnel re-
mand, a series of shorter hikes will be held on quired by this process is. however. likely to be
Sunday. Note that a full moon falls on21 July, a wasted since the Forest Service is free to reject or
solace tohikersof long trails after sundown. modify petitions. The Administration has thus
-Que supper, standard fare forcam- burdened states with a costly bureaucratic process
po,m will be heid Saturday night. The camp. while ensuring them no effective influence. Fur-
ground fee is $6 per person, per night. The Bar.B- thermore, by requiring State action to effectuate
Que will be on a break-¢ven basis, estimated Federal cesources (resources that belong to the
around $10 per person. For those taking hikes whole nation), the policy sets a dangerous prece-
supported by boat or ferry service, that cost will n
bez';lmmmy\gnheusers, o Recently, Congressmen Jay Inslee (D-WA)
and Sherwood Bochlert (R-NY) introduced the Na-
f

| Forest Roadless Area Conservation Act of

2005 These Congressmen (aleng, with halt a
dozen others of both parties) are crrculating a Dear
Collesgue letter that may be viewed on
b ww ourfor rCo

t org/ risk/Dear
510050, Currently, there arel06 bnparnsan(e-

68B. U.S5.321 plan modified sponsors. We hope our readers will urge
Segments of U5.321 east of Gatlinburg bor- ongressman, too, to co-sponsor this bill; Rep.

der the Great Smoky Mountains National Park Ford (D-TN) has already done so!




The Inslee-Bochlert bill would codify the
2001 Rule, and, by protecting roadless areas,
would ensure thatpristine forests provide sources

5 o

of
resource), undisturbed habitat for fish and wildlife
(another seriously shrinking resource), recreation
opportumties, and barriers against invasive plant
and animal species and pathogens. More than half
of our Natyonal Forest System lands would still
rem ain open to road buitding and economic utili-
zation.

Roads in forestsdamage watersheds, destroy
wildlife habitat, and ruin scenicvistas. They allow
forthe spread ofbothnativeand exotic pests and
palhogens and increase the chances of wildfires.
National Forests arealready cronsed by by
58000 miles of roads (enough to_encircle the
Earth 15 times), constructed primarily for extrac-
tive uses that benufit the 1ogging, mirung, and ol
drilling industrics, thou gh built at the expense of
American taxpayers. Currently, there is a $10 bil-
lion backlog on their maintenance.

78. Compromise averts unlimited sale

of public lands by Forest Service

The Interior Appropriations bill passed by
theSenate onJune29 originallycontained a pro-
vision that could have dismantled the National
Forest Sys tem. This so-called Title V, "The For est
Service Land Disposition and Facility Realign-
ment and Enhancement Act,” would have al-
I e the Fores Service io sll publicy owned
land and facibities to private entibes without any
limitations.

While Title V unfortunately remains in the
bill, Sen. Bingaman (D-NM) succeeded in some-
what improving ils provision. The compromise
prohibits the sale of any facilities or adjacent
lands"withina unitof theNational ForestSystem
specifically designated for resource p rotection,
conservation, or recreational purposes, mcludmg
landwithin the National Wilderness Preservation
System, the Wild and Scenic River System, and
National Monuments o land that is needed for

purposes or th
in the public intetestt o retain.

Yw origiral Title V tanguage also waived all
requirements for the Forest Service to conduct
environmental reviews andseekpublic comment

compromise requires the agency 1o consider
onealternative underNEPA - not ideal, but bet-
ter thandoingaway with NEPA altogether.

NL 262.7/17/05
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7C. Bad news about the Tongass

A yer ago, the llouse passed a measure
thatprevented taxpayer funds from beingused to
build new commercial logging roadsin the Ton-
gass National Forest in Alaska. This year. the
Senate unfortunately went theotherway.

Late in June, during the debate onthelnte-
tior Appropriations bill, the Senate defeated an
amendment {sponsored by Senators John
Sununu, R-NH, and Jeff Bmgaman., D-NM) that
would have prevented the Forest Service from
buildmg new loggmg roads on the Tongass NF.
Even though the amendment was defeated, the
debate aver logging and road buildng helped
shine much needed light on the mismanagement
of, and the wasteful timber program in, the Ton-
gass NF, which is not only America's largest na-
tional forest, but the largest, most intact temper-
ate rain forest in the entire world. \Weare sad to
report that both Senators Alexander and Frist
voted againsttheSununu-Bingaman amendment.

WHAT YOU CAN D
gqmmun l’lo Scmto
hank. Sm\.llur\s i

7D. New hiking gum- for

the Cherokee National Forest
(From a contribution by Will Skelton]

Stretching across the Tennessee-NorthCaro-
linastateline, the640,000-acreCherokee National
Forest includes much of the western slopes of the
southern Appalachian Mountans, north and
south of the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park The lack of a general hiking guide to the
Cherokee, together with a desire to introduce
more ofthe publicto the Cherokee, prompted the
Harvey Broome Group of the Tennessee Chaprer
of the Sierra Club to publish the first such guide
in 1992(U.T Press). This first guide covered only
trails in the Cherokee's “protected areas,” such as
wilderness, sceme and primitive areas. A new
giton, “Cherolee Nationsl _Forest_Hiking

uide.” edited by William H. Skelton and just
publlshed by UT. Press, covers ALL of
Bhetokee's tais - altogether €75 miles in 195
trails. It represents the work of over 30 Sierra
Club members.

‘The book (which has a foreword by Sen. Al-
exander) is divided into geographic sections, in-
cludes 45 photographs and 43 maps, and pro-
vides detailed trail descriptions and difficulty rat-
ings. It also includes much information on the
Cherokee's geology, vegetation, wildlife, human
history, and the political history of how the
Cherokecand its protected areascame tobe.

See 10 for publication detailsand price.




8. NATIONAL ISSUES

8A. Arctic Refuge - a cruclal t/me for
you to contact your laglsiator
Because proponents of oil drilling in the
Arctic Refuge could not pass such a provision as
a free-standing bill, they tried 1o shther it in by
way of the budget process. Almost 3 months
ago, revenues from Arctic Refuge drilling were
included by very narrow margins m the budget
resolutions of both the House and the Senate
(NL261 96A). The number of Republicans who
broke with their party’s position were 15and 7,
respectively, a very encouraging sign. In Tennes.
see, unfortunately, all Republicans (in both
House 3 voted the party line, while all Democrats
voted to protect the Refuge.
dtedtiizacmmer, Congress prastailljpess
a “bud, the
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lator),
e Ao Jaretciag

Ther  isan ultimatesolution: passage offeg-
islation that would add the Coastal Plain of the
ArcticRefuge to the National Wilderness Preser-
vation System. A bill o that effect has been wn-
troduc d in both Houses - S 543/HR567, spon-
sored by Sen. foe Lieberman (D-CT) and Repre-
enalives Nancy Johnson (R-CT) and Ed Markey
(D-MA

lsl
uxm‘?ﬂ’:ﬂ.mm i
itdlife Refuge (secagu

“in zmde above), an: X
(b} become a co-sponsor of S ! 543)(12
Degendm‘on howyour I:fl rsvoted m\uhzf

detals on how each congressnonal committee
plans to meet the targets established by the
budg et resolutons, While the resluton s only o
non-binding bluep rint, the bud get rec
has the force of law. It will be up \u the Re-
sources Committee in the House and the Energy
and Natural Resources Committee 1n theSeriate
todecide on whether ornotto open the Refuge to
drilling.

More recently, each House of Congress
passed an energy bill, two very different docu-
ments (§8C, this NL). The House bill authorized
drilling in the Arctic Refuge, but the Senate bill
did not. Actions o f the conference committee will
be crucial.

Members of Congress who care about the
Refuge need to make it clear to their Congres-
sional leadership that inclusion of an Arctic Ref-
uge drilling provision threatens g'ssage of the
budget, and threatens passage of the Energy bill
That |awh¥‘|ns essential that you tell your legis-
lators thattheRefugemustbe preserved —itisan
irreplaceable national treasure that must not be
destroyed for the sake of less than a year'ssup ply
of o1l that wouldn’t even become available for a
decade or more. Telithem, also, thatyou resent
the backdoor budget maneuvers that were used
to circumvent the will of the people (polls show
thatAmericansoppose Refuge drilling bya mar-
gino 55:38),

One of the Bush Admnistration’s myths
aboutoil developmentis theclaim that only2,000
acres of the 1.5 million-acre Coastal Plain would
be disturbed by drilling. The oil, however, is lo-
cated not in a single deposit, butin over30small

es, spread across the Coastal Plain. The mas-
swve industrial network needed to support and
linkthe actual drilfing faciities (pipelin s, roads,
gravel mines, exploration trails, water-reservoir
excavations, etc.) would completely fragment the
vast, fragile wilderness of the plain. To see the
truth for yourself (andto transmititto your legis-

m of your hoy
- ngm mg e futireon \
issue. See p.2 for contact mterlm ion. i

8B. Interlor Appropriations bills
slash land-acquisition funds
The Bush Administration's FY 2006 budget
had ask d Congress tocut the Land & WaterCon-
servation Fund (LWCF) by42%,mestof the reduc-
tion coming from the termination of state grants
(which total $9} million in FY 2005). The House
made things even worse by completly zeroimg
out the I
e Senste bill, passed in late June, has sev-
ral improvements over the House bill. For one
thing, 1t restores $162 million for federal land ac-
quisitionand $30 millionforstateparkand recrea-
tionprojects (still only1/3of thisyear'ssum). The
Senate also more than doubles the amount the
House had included for the Forest Legacy pro-
gram. raising this figure to $63mlion, though fal-
ling short of the President’s bud get request of $80
million for this vital conservation program. --
Sadly, during the debate on the Interior Appro-
priations bill, the Senate defeated an amendment
that wouldhave prevented the Forest Service from
building new logging roads on the Tongass Na-
tonal Forest in Alaska (47, thisN
Thebill will go to conference with the House
bill when the Congress reconvencs. For more de-
tails, visit
www wilderness org/ NewsRoom/Release

hty
[Z()UR{J701 chm.

8C. Energy blll: better news
from Senate than from House
An important thing hoppened during de-
bate on the Ene gy bill: the Senate passed a reso-
lution favoringa programof mandatory controls



of emissions ofthe gases that centribute to global
warming (G8C, below). The House will not be
able to tamper with this resolution, which repre-
sents the “sense ofthe Senate.”

‘The Senate Energy bill itself, passed June29,
differs markedly from the House bill, and the
process of reconciling the two versions will un-
doubtedly be a heated one. For one thing, the
Senate billcontainsno languagefordrilling inthe
Acctic Refuge (see 98A, above). The bill is also
superior to other recent energy bills with regard
© tax incentives for energy efficiency and renew-
able, nonpolluting fuels. 1t includes a provision,
sponsored by Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), that would
requie that at least 10% of the country's electric-
itybe generated by nonpolluting energy sources
by2026.

On the otherhand, the Senate againrejected
all efforts torequirchighcr fuel cfliciency for cars
and trucks, even though thatis the surestwayto
ease the country's dependence on foreign oil and
would greatly reduce atmospheric CO;. "Clean
coal” provisions in the bill fall short of what's
nceded. Additionally, the Senate would grant
some$18 billion (as compared to the House's$8
billion) in tax breaks over 18 years to polluting
methodsof powergeneration

e the Senate bill has incentives and
measures to encourage renewable, non-polluting
energy sources, Senator Alexander (R-TN)
opposed wind as a source which, he says, “pro-
duces puny amounts of high-cost unreliable
power.” He is also concerned about the marring
of scenic vistas. The group Scenic America recog.
nizes the benefits of wind power and is working
e decreasing the aesthetic impacts of wind tur-
Hines (as wellas of other large aiructures. such as
cell towers) on surrounding landscapes by de-
signing a system based on assigning valucs to
significant landscapesand views.

Global warmin,
what the Senate achleved
from NRDC, and from

During the debate on the energy bill ({8C,
this NL), the Senate went on record {by a vote of
53.: 44) as favoring the enactment_of mandatecy
controls of emissions of the gases that contribute
to global warming. The resolutionrecognizes the
reality of global warming, i% associated risks,
and the scientific consensus that human activity
isa substantial cause of greenhouse gas accumu-
lation in the atmosphere. “Itis the sense of the
Senate that Congress should enact a comprehen-
sive and effective national program of manda-
tory, market-based limits and incentives on emis-
sionsof greenhouse gases that slow, stop, and re-
verse the growthof such emissions ata rateand
inamanner t

(1) will not sxgmhcantly harm the United
States economy; ar
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(2) will encourage comparable action by
othernations thatare major trading partners and
key contributorsto globalemissions.”

While this was a nonbinding "sense of the
Senate” resolution, the action was anything but
meaningless. The vote erases the Senate’s 1997
vote against mandatary poliution limits, which
the Bush Adiministeation has relied on to justity
inaction for the past five years. It represents a
major turnaround in attitudes, especially among
prominent Republicans (Domenici, Alexander,
DeWine, Specter, and Warner), who only a short
while ago doubted a problem even existed and
opposed mandatory measures. Sen. Pete Do-
muenici, the most influential SenateRepublicanon
energy matters, has already scheduled hearings
to see what sort of legislation can be devised
down the road. fennessee’sSen. Alexander was

a co-sponsor of the resolution (while Sen. Frist
opposed it), and TCWP has signed a letter of
thanks tohim (also, see action box,below)

Hopefully, Pres Bush’s voluntary approach
to the problem (which his administration has
consistently sought tominimize - see{8E, below)
willno longerbe takenseriously

Administration positions

on global warmin,

Bush’s and Schwarzenegger's
[Sources: NY Times, Union of Cor-cerned Scientists]

Some of the nitty-gritty of how the Bush
Administration seeks fo convey uncertainty
aboutthe reality of global warming and to mini-
mwe its dice consequences to the well-being of
our planet was recently revealed in the press.
The NY Times of 6/7/85 printed a copy of hand-
written revisions and comments by Philip A
Cooney, chief ofstafffor the White House Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality. These appear on
two draftreports by the Climate Change Science
Program and the Subcommitiee on Global
Change Research  Mr. Cooney's inked-in
changes were incorporated into later versions of
each document.

In thefirstdraft, Mr. Cooney deleted an en-
tire paragraph detailing the consequences of gla-
cier and snow melts in polar regions, adding this
marginal comment: “straying from research
strategy intospeculative findings/musings here”
In the Second draft, a statement urging “full use




(

¢

of scientific information in policy and decision
making ...” was modified bya phrase stating that
theroleof theProgramwasto “reduce the signifi-
cant remaining_uncertainties associated with hu-
man.induced climatechange~ |italics mine.Ed |

Sen.FrankLautenberg(D-NJ) introduced an
amendment to the energy b:ll that would have
required any White House edits to climate-
related science documents to be made public on
the Internet. The amendment also would have
prohibited the manipulation or censorship of
climate-related science documents and would
have extended whistleblowerprotections to gov-
ernment scientists who report suchabuse. Sadly,
the Senate leadership would not allow  the
amendmenttocometoa vote.

Atleast one state is, however, taking signifi-
cant action. On June 1, Governor
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opholes

lmures(s Amang other things,

it allows federal agencies to ignore their re-

sponsibility to protect threatened and endan-

eredspecies;

it allows legal appeals during everystep ofthe

endangeredspecies conservatio n process;

it mcludes a “takings” provision that requires

the federal government to pay landowners for

thecosts ofcomplying with thelaw--a terrible

set with regard

protectio
R sets the year 2015 as the expiration date for
the Endangered Species Act - a timetable for
ending protection of our endangeredspcaics!
For more information on the Act and for an
analysis of the Pombo dralt bill, visit
http:/ /www SaveESA,

ger Commmed California to reducing the state’s
heat-trapping emissions as follows:

Dy 2010.¢0 2000ievels;

bylﬂlﬂ to1990levels;

by 2050, to80% below 1990levels.

California isthe tenth largest carbon emitter
in the world. Implemention of the Governor's
targets will lead to greater emission reductions
over thenextfive years than willbe achieved in
the larger economies of cither Britainor France
The targets demonstrate important political sup-
port for climateaction inthe UnitedStates.

Serlous threats to
the Endangered Specles Act
Endangered Species Act (ESA) faces at-
tacks on all fronts. It en one of America’s
most important and successful environmental
laws; 98% ofthe wildlife protected under the
are still alive today, and many are stable or im-
proving. Without the Act, the American alliga-
tor,California condor, Florida panther,and many
er species would almost certainly have disap-
peared from the planet years ago.
Now, the ESA is facing threats to its very ex-
istence.
In March, Representative Dennis Cardoza intro-
duced his deceptively-named “Critical Habitat
Enhancement Act” (HR. 1299). The ESA works
because it protects the places that imperiled
plants and animals need in order to survive and
recover. But H.R. 1299, instead of enhancing this
protection, would make it far more difficult to
designate “critical habitat” by creating a series of
loopholes, unattainable standards, and hollow
duties,

A bill about to be introduced by Representative
Richard Pombo (R-CA), Chair of the House Re-

urces Committee_would, according to those
who have read it, “take a wrecking ball to the
whole Endangered Species Act.” It would change
ESA’s mission, disable enforcement tools, and

SN DO, Conacyour U
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9. TCWP NEWS

9A.Larry Pounds/olns TCWP Board

[Contributed bySandra Goss]

Citing family priorties at this time, Mark
Peterson has asked to be relieved of his position
on the TCWP Board. Mark has served on the
Board asdirector oras Vice-President for the past
S years. His knowledge of regional watersheds
andhis scientific expertise have been great assets
to TCWP's work; we are deeply grateful for his
generous service.

Larry Pounds, long-time Service Committee
member, has graciously agreed to fil out the re-
mainder of Mark's term this year. Larry is no
stranger to participants in hikes and wildflower
tours orgamzed by TCWP and others. With his
extensive botanical knowledge and keen interest
in the natural world, he 15 not only a greal trp
leadeer, but a valuable asset to the Board
‘come!

98B. Upcoming actlvitles

[Contributed bySandra Goss]
[Fer additional information on any of thlistedevents,
call Sandra K. Goss at 865-522-3809 or e-muil
skgoss@esper.com.]

ft on the Py v
The TCWP Service Committee has orga-
nzed a rafting trip on the Pigeon River on Satur-
day, August 13. Once known as the “Dicty Bird,"
the Pigeon and its wildlife are much heaithier
now afer years of work to clean up industrial



discharges. Wewillbein rafts that seat? people
plus our guide. and each person will be provided
an orientation session, a lifejacket, helmet, and
paddleby the outfitters, Rafting in the Smokies,

Reservations by August 5 are requiced to
participate in theeventon these Class 11/1V wa-
ter. Participants must beat least eight years old
or weigh 70 pounds or more. The cost will be
$12/person, includingtipfor the guide. This isa
phenomenal deal dueto the generosity of Rafting
In the Smokies,

lan to be at Rafting in the Smokies, lo-

cated at exit 447 off 140, by 300 that afternoon
We will put inat 400, and be off the water by
600, Several area restaurants arc openfor those
after-float hunger pangs. We will organize a car-
pool from Oak Ridge/Knoxville, meeting at
about 1:00. To reserve your spot, e-mail or call
Sandra at skpass@esper. com, or 522-3609

Qther dates o save
Thefollowingeventshavebeen scheduled by the
TCWP Service Committee. Details will appear in
later mailings and on our wcbsite, www.tcwp.org.
+ Clean up at Worthington Cemetery at Elza
Gate, Saturday,Sept.24.
This willbe our National Publicl.ands Day ac-
tivity.
Annual meeting at Historic Rugby, Saturday,
ct. 15,
Clean upat OakRidge Cedar Barren, Saturday,
Nov1s

9C. TCWP recelves funds
[ContributedbySandra Goss]
* Community Shares (you can help us increase

this for the future!
As a resultof the year-2004 CommunityShares
campaign, TCWP received $4,157 in designated
giftsand $6,792 in undesignated gifts, for a to-
talof $10,948.
The Community Shares workplace campaign
willkickoffin August. IfCummunilySharesis
a_workplace-giving site where
please remember TCWP as a possible desxgnee
for your charitable contributions.
If your workplace dees not have Community
Shares as a giving opton, call Sandra for in-
formationon how to accomplish that.

+  Tennessee Paddle has closed out their account
and donated thebalanceof 5600+ for TCWP's
work on the Obed. Weare most grateful!

9D. Selected TCWP actions since NL 260
(mid-March through mid-July)

Meetings organized and
TCWP spring forum by Keis Lxg}vt Wildflower slide
show
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TCWP summer forum by Tennessee Riverkeeper Leaf
Myczac
Wildf ower walk in Black Oak Ridge Conservation

Easement

With AFORR, husted TVA public meeting on Watts

arDE)

Exhibitat Ripley’s Aquarium (EarthDay)

Exhibit at WildflowerPilgrimage

Exhibit atSouthern Highlands Conference

Exhibit at Oak Ridge Secret City Festival

Cherokee National Forest plaanin

Co-sponsored program through Cumberland Green
on Cumberland County's Nature-Based Recrea-
tion and Tourism Opportunities

Organized Crab Orchard Mt. tract meeting

NPS's follow-up meetmg on Obed Climbing Plan

North Ridge ‘Irail strategy meeting and recognition of

usan Donnelly, Trail Stewar

Alliance for the Cumberlands meetings and Steering

mmittee conference calls; Meet-the-New-ED
meetings with Upper Cumberland Dewt. Distr
SOCM. Cumberland Cy. May

Land Trust Allance and SE Wotershed Forum Confer-
ence

EastorestPartnership foruin on “Conserving Private
Forestlands in the Southeast”

Community Shares Annual Meeting; local monthly
coordinating meetings; Circle-of-ChangeBanquet
planning meetings

Tennessee Forest Council

Goodbye dinner and presentation for Chris Stubbs

Earth Day talk presented at ORNL on Obed and Big
South Fork preservation

Requested and attended meeting with TWRA director
concerningCumberlandsland protection

Emocy River Watershed Water Quality meeting

TCWP Board, monthly meetings

TCWP Mailing. Nominating, and Service Committees

et Comments

Scopingcomments on Watts Bar Reservoir Land Man-
agcment Plan(C)

Comments on Watts Bar Reservoir BEISto TVA (C)

Thanks to Sen. Alexander for Senate resolution on
global warming (L), with S

Appeal to congressmen to reverse tox disincentiv for
land protection(L)

Letters to Reps. Duncan and Wamp to support Na-
tienai Forest Protectionand Restoration Act(L)

Letters to Reps. Duncan and Wamp urging supportof
2005 Roadless Area Conservation Act(L)

Letter to Forest Service opposing changes in rules for
National Forest Management Act

Requested public hearing in Knoxville on OSM stream
buffer 2ones EIS

Opposed state bill that would urge Congress to fund
Elkmont historic structures (L)

Supported cash settlemcat alternative in North Shore
Road DEIS(C)

Appealed to senators to support extension of Aban-
donedMine Landsreclamation fee



Requested State Recreation Trail logo for North Ridge
Tral signs (L)
Letters toseveral owners ofland in Obed viewshed

Actions
Tssued action alert and comment cards on Wats Bar
DEIS

Issued action alerts for TDEC watershed meetings for
ory Riverand Watts Bar Reservoir
CedarBarcens workday
mvasive p
North RidgeTrail work day
Issued action alerton Arctic National WildlifeRefuge

10. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

e+ Events and deadlines calendar (Fordetails,
check: the reference dNL item; ot contactSandra
K.Goss,865-522-3309, 8

« Now through Aug. 28, Trailblazers, exhibit of
phetographs of the carly years o fthe great
$moky Mountains National Park, Ewing Gallery.
715VolunteerBlvg.,

« July 21, July 26, Aug. 2, TWRA meenngs on Wild-
life Conservation Strategy (74B, this NL).

« July 23-24, North Shore RoadCamporee (464,

thisNI

Aug. 6, Obedbird watching (42D, this NL).

* Aug 13, Pigeon River float (9B, thisNL).

mid- Augus( scopingmestingon stream buffer

zones(dA, d ).

ept.20, “A ante for Water,” aTCWN confer-
ence tobuild public participation in the Triennial

Review Processthatis slated for February2006.

More details later.

« Sept. 21-23, Knoxville, “Looking Back, Moving
Forward"(planning, landscape acchitecture,
transportaion). Contact Kelley Segars, 865.215-
3815, W 23

" Sept u), Worthmglon Cemetery work day (9B,
th,

. On ber 7.9, Cumberland Trail Conference’s
smh Annual Tail Training Workshop. Cali 931-

56-6259, or visit ww w.cumberlandtrail.org (see
‘lJE thisNL).

* Oct,12-14, WalchahleW\ldlv(e Conierence, Vir-
ginia Beach, V.

. 0 .15, )TCWP Annual Niseting at Rugby (95,

NL

0v.16-19, 2005 Cmvlcrenc(an Urban Ecosys-
tems, Charlotte, NC(

wiwameric
« Nov 19,Eedarumen :Iezm -up (98, thisNL).

Resources

« TheFoothills Conservancy haslaunched a new
recy cling program that will provide operating
funds for land-acquisition efforts. ltems 10 be re-
cycledarespent laser-printerand ink-jetcar-
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tridges. andold col hones. Forinformaton, cal
865-661-832

< Toe Cltpos Nationl Fores Hiking Guide, 2nd edr-
tion,edited by WiliamH. Skelton, witha fore-
wora by Lsanar Alexander. hasbeenpublishedin
LT Press’s Outdoor Tennessee Series. See 7D,

thisNL. (Paper.ISBN 1-57233-374-X, §24.95.45
photographs, 43 maps, 608 pages.)

« "Science UnderSiege, "a report eleased bythe
Amencan Civil Liberties Union, examines gov-

practices
pered academic freedom and scientificinquir
since September 11.2001. Toviewthe upun
visit http:/ / ucsaction.org / ct/ mdSxr! XdS

« Thed™ snnualeditionof “Rewrking e forestis
a National Resources Defense Council report
chronicting nearly 130environmentally destruc-
tive policy changes, enforcement falures, and

2004 bythe B

straton. Avallable on

« Forestson the Edge: Hovsng Ocvelopment on Amer-
ca's Private Forests is a studyby the US Forest
Service andthe private sectorwhich suggeststhat
by 2030 housing density will increase substan-
tially on more than 44 mihon acres, or 117 of
privateforestland,an areagreater in size than
New England, Theagencyesimatesthatprivate
forestsin the Southeast, where threc-quarter sof

allL'S. private forests arelocated, will experience
themost extensivechanges. Foradditional in-
formation, visit
htty www.fs fed, news/ 2005/ re
orestsdee.shunl.

aperor Plastic:Searching for Solutions inan

Overpackaged World,” by Daniel Imhofi. The

answer 'ts, neiher. Each»\mencan dumps300

poundsof ga year,

have made much progress, (SxerraCIuh Books.

168 pp., 515.25).

a £

“Theideaoftakingareas oftandandnot ex-
plaiting them,not using them, butrather loving
them and caring for them is one of the most
noble things that has ever come outof Amefi-
can Society”

William A Tumage, The Wilderness Society

A Member of

COMMUNITY
="

Your Fund for Change






