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10. ACTION SUMMARY

SNo.[ Tesue Contact "Message!” o Action
3D | Comdor K though Cherokee NI | Depl. of Transportatiom | -Do not include (his in |ong-Range T ransportation Plan "
2F | Propeaty ux on conservaion lands| State senator (and others) | “Suppon SB.1088!"
2G| Appeal of water permits State senater and rep. “Support HB.2273/5B.2258("
4A | Camporee against N. Shore Road | Ted Snyder Register to attend
6A | Drillingin the Archc Refuge | U.S. Senators “I'm disappointedin your vote. Pleasedo better!"
6B | Protection of Roadlessforesis | Your US. Rep “Cosponsor the 2005 Roudless Area Conservation Act!”
6D | National Park Centennial Act | Your U.S Rep. “Co-spoasorSouder-Baird bl
8C | TCWP Public Lands Committee | TCWP Volunteer to work on committee
Senator John Doe The Hon. John Doe Pres. Geerge W. Bush Govemor Phil Bredesen
United States Senate USS. Houseof Representatives  The White House State Capitol
Waskinglon, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 Washingion, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243-9872
202-456-1414; Fux 456-2461  615-741-2001; Fax 615.532:9711
i ohil (s
| ! T
Dear Senator Doe Dea Congressman Doc Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bradesen
Sincerely yours, Sincerely yaurs, Respectfully yours, Respectiully yours,
Sen. Bill Frist: Sen. Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Ph: 202.224.3344; FAX: 2022281264 Pl 200-224-4044; FAX: 202-228-3398 Phone: 2022253271
e-niail: hup:/fnst.scnate.govicontactcfm  e-mail; hupiifalexander.senale. govicontactefm  FAX: 202-225:3494
Local: 865-602.7977 Local: 865.545.4253  (FAX 545.4252) Local: 865-576.1976

Web: www.house.gov/wamp

Tosallany Rep or Senior, il Congressonsl swichboscd, 202-204 3121, To find outaboutthe siatus of bills ol 2022251772
URLS: hitp://www_hous and 1 General contact info: hupif/www lov.org,
Note that mail (o Congress is sl slow following the aniluax scare. s Fasing, phoning. and other mocs of communéation.

WHAT IS TCWP?

[TCWP (Tennesse Ciizers for Wilderness Plansing) s dedicated toachievingand perpetusting protecion of raural

lands and waters by means of publi While our first focus|

is on the Cumberland and Appalachian regions i Tennessee, oot e ‘may extend o the rest of the state and

the nation. TCWP's stcength lies in tesearching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educatin

membership and the public interacting with groups having similar objectives, and working thiough the legislative,
d judiciat )

TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd, Oak Ridge, TN 37830.
[President Cindy Kendrick, 865-386-6382 (h).

[Executive and Membership-Development Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809; EKMM
[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, 865-482-2153. Internet: hitp://




A

()

1. CUMBERLANDS; BSF; OBED

Blg South Fork Waetershed
Assoclation recelves grent

The Big South Fork Watetshed Association
is one of several watershed stakeholder groups
organized under the auspices of the Tennessee
Environmental Council, following a Cumberland
River Compact (CRC) model (NL245 91A). The
group hasmet frequently during thepast several
months to discuss the threats, challenges, and
avaizble opportunites for the South Fork of the
Cumberlan

Recenlly, the Association received a Tennes-
see Department of Agriculture "319” grant for
purposes of educating water users about how to
presecve the quality of drinking. water, and of
promoting source-water protechion. Award of
this grant assures that the group can have staff
support forseveral months to come. Application
for a Kentucky “319" grant is also being submit-

ted.

Vet more staff chan,
at the Obed

In our last issue (NL260 92D) we repnr(ed
that BSF/Obed staff with whom we'd had mar
happy and fruitfut associations were movin lo
other units of the National Park System: c
Stubbs, Community Planner to head up a
park in Virginia, and_ Arthur (Butch) McDade,
Park Ranger, to the Ct. Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park  TCWP executive director, Sandra
Coss, attended the Park-sponsored farewell din-
ner for Chris Stubbs on April 14 and presented
the TCWP plaque honoring Cheis as a “Partner in
Conservation.” He has written a lovely note of
appreciation.

iow, we must report yet another loss:

Nancy Keohane, Resource Management Special-
ist at the Obed WSR, who has a 4-month old, as
well asan older boy, decided o resign her posi-
tion as of the end of May to stay home and raise
their children " We wish her 3 rewarding time,
butwell surelymiss her!

A biologist, Amy Mathis, has beenhiredfor
a one-year appointment 1o serve as the oil-and-
gas contact for the park. Ms. Mathis is pursuing
her dactorate at UT in Resource Management.
She has already started working in the Wartburg
office and will thus have some overlap with
Nancy.

Actions by the Tann, Nature
Conservancy contribute to preser-
vation of the Cumberland Pleteau
We recently reported the amazing fact that
the area of Picket: State Park and Forest — 9,922
actes in 1994 - had almostdoubled thanks to pri-
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vate efforts (in which The Nature Conservancy

[TNC] had frequently beenan intermediary), and

that, moreover, the state land was now sur-

mm;ded by 2,410 acres owned by TNC (NLlSS
1C)

Since the time of our report, another big
TNC purchase has been completed - the 3720
acre Pogue Creek tract, zd,acenl to Pickett and
just east of the previously purchased 1,541-acre
Jim Creek Tract (which has now been transferred
1o stateownershipas partof Pickett State Forest).
The Pogue Creek tract is an ecologicaljewel, and
includes incredible bluff views overlooking wild
stream gorges, 2 well as sandstone arches and
waterfalls.

Greater Pickett now encompasses ~25,000
acres. Since it adjoins the (potentially) 125,000
acre Big South Fork NRRA and the Daniel Boone
National Forest, the entire area is becomin
highly significant in preserving the Cumberlan
Plateau m.

Among other recent TNC acquisitions and

dispositions around the state:

Alexander Cave in Perry County, a significant
summertime nursery for the federally endan-
gered Gray bat, wasdonated to T

Preserves totaling 141 acreswere transferred by
TNC to Tennessee’s Natural Heritage Division.
They include two cedar glades, one white cedar
stand, and a 40-acretractwith two batcaves.

NRDC, a natlonel organizetion,
chemplons the Cumberlands

Last year, the Natural Resources Defense
Council (NRDC) designated the Cumberland Pla-
teau as one of 7 BioGems in the USA and one of
12 in the Americas (NL255 4A). Within a year,
petitions from 14,000 BioGem Defenders encour-
aged Bowater, the single largest landowner on
the Plateau, to negotiate withNRDC tostopcon-
verting hardwood forests intosterilepine planta-
t

jons,

John Adams, the long-time dynamic presi-
dent of NRDC, has announced that he will next
year pass the torch of leadership. He will. how-
ever, stay on as senior advisor, “putting [his|
heart and soul into three environmental issues
[he] feel[sl most passionately about ... ~ one of
these is “ending the clearcutting of the great
hardwood forests of the Southeast.” We couldn't
wish for a betterchampion

2. STATE GOVERNMENT AND
LEGISLATURE

Jim Fyke new TDEC Commissioner

‘The Tennessee Department of Environment
and Conservation has a new Commissioner.
Betsy L. Child, appointed by Gov. Bredesen in



January 2003, left state service on April 15 to take
an exccutive position in the private sector. She
has been succeeded by Jim Fyke, formerly Dep-
uly Commissioner in eharge of State Parks and
Conservation.

Before joining the Bredesen Admynistration
in February 2003, Fyke had worked for Metro
Parks (Nashville) for 38 years, serving as Director
for 24. Hehasa great reputation for professional-
ism and for being easy to work with. Stewart
Clifton. head of Tennessee Conservation Voters,
who served for 12 years on the Metro Council,
noted that Fyke had always been considered one
of the best department heads in Metro, andhad
‘managedto lead hisdepartmentthrough vatious
mayoral admussications without gettng caught
by political factionalism. He has a penchant for
being able to keep morale up and is known for
his sense of humor. Jim Fyke spoke at the TCWP
annual meeting in October 2003, and we were
greatly impressed with his dedication to preserv-
ing Tennessee’s natural landscape. We look for-
ward toworkingwithhim.

Other Key sppointments at TDEC

Jim Fyke has filled his former position as
Deputy Commissioner for Parks and Conserva-
tion by promoting two peaple to Assistant Com-
missioner level. Mike Carlton, the former man-
ager at Radnor State Park and Natural Area, as-
sumes the title of Assistant Coutmissioner for
Parks and Conservation Operations; Andy Lyon -
- former manager at Cumberland Mountain State
Park (famous for its wonderful restaurant) - wilt
serve as Assistant Commissioner for Hospitality
Services and Special Events.

other Depurl omumissioner position,

that for Environment, had formerly been held by
Karen Stakowski (who is moving to an Assistant
Commissioner position). Gov. Bredesen has ap-
pointed Paul Sloan an entrepreneur and envi-
roninental leader, to that position. Sloan, a
?radnale of Vanderbilt University law school, is
founder and CEO of Pariners-In-Conservalion
LLC (a conservation investment organization)
and of other enterprises. He helped found Cum-
berland Region Tomorrow and serves as a tritstee
of The Nature Conservancy.

All around, Governor Bredesen and fim
Fyke appear to have pxked cu's\andlng people
for the various top TDEC jobs.

TDOT’s acenarios f or the
Lan' Range Transportation Plan
extensive series of public meetings
held Iasl fall, the Tennessee Department of trans-
portation (TDoT) collected comments from more
than 2,500 people from aimost every county in
the state. Among vatious transportat on prioti-
ies, eight were kisted as “high pr ority” bymore
thian 50% ofthe respondents. These include:
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* preservingor protecting the environwent,

« ensuring publicinput is included 1n projects,
increasing public transportationoption,

insuring pedestrian walkways are included in

projects.

n input from these meetings,
TOOT's technical team developed threescenarios

1. Performance of our transportation system in
25 years with curvent funding.

2. Nature and cost of our transportation system
if maintained at the existing level of perform-
ance.

3. Nature and cost of a future transportation

system based on public input and technical
analysis.

Visit www.tennessee.gov/ tdot for more infortna-

tion.

Between April 11 and 14, TDoT held another
series of public meetings at 9 locations across the
state to obtain input on these scenarios for the
Long-Range Transportation Plan. For addition!
input, emai o or call 1-800-

8443,

Oppose proposed road through
Cherokee National Ferest

TDoT may be caving in to political pressure
on the so :a“ed Corridor K, a 20-mile northern
bypass of the Ocoee-gorge section of leay 64.
This 4-1.m dmded highway would inflict severe
environmental damage to the Cherokee National
Forest (NL254 J4A; NL259 12B).

In December, TDoT stated that the project
was of very low priority for the long-range State
Transportation Plan (12C, above). Reasons cited
were the exorbitantly hugh cost and thelow level
of public support ~Recently, however, a TDoT
spokesperson was quoted as saying “more peo-
ple have come forward since then ... announcing
their support for the corridor,” and “If we can
come up with a resolution that would make this

roject more economically feasible and more en-
vironmentally friendly, then it is possible that it
may go forward” Signifcanty, TDOT' 3year
ghway Improvement Proposal includes FY
2007-08 hmdlng for 5.1 miles of US 64 west of
Ocoee Go

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Send comments to
PlanGo®state.tm.us, or cal) 1 800-383-8443, urging
that the destructive and exorbitantly expensive
Corridor K project not be included in the long-
range transportation plan. (n view of our stafes
fiscal challenges that have even necessitat

oval of multitudes of people &om TennCre

volls, does it make sense to spend billions on a
~ project that will severély damageour only na-

tianal forest? A letterto thé paper wouldbe

very effective also.

{The TDOT long-range plan webs te is



E. State Parks going to green power
Gov. Bredesen has announced that 54 state
parks will start buying green power, produced
from renewable reseurces (see also 95C, this NL)
Much of the extra cost, estimated at $55,000
year, will be made up through implementation p
Conservation measures.

1088 would reverse an Impedi-
ment to private land protection
SR1088 (Henry) would undo major damage
done last year to private land-protection efforts.
Last year, the Tenmessee General Assembly
passed a bill that forces charitable non-profit in-
stitutions to pay property taxes on any undevel-
oped tracts of land they acquire over 100 acres
per county. Nou-profit organizations generally
use such land for educational, recreational, his-
torical, scientific, or conservation purposes, and
ve traditionally been exempt from paying
property taxes. These land holdings do not gen-
erate profits or utilize government services, and
they can add greatly to citizens’ quality of life,
especially in rapidly developing areas. Now
however, charitable organizations are taxed the
s eas
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G. Raview of water parmits needs

aupport, HB.2273/8)

HB.2273 (McMillan)/SB.2258 (Kyle) would
providecitizensand otheraffected parties with a
direct process to appeal incomplete or inadequate
pollution discharge permits issued by the Ten-
nessee Division of Water Pollution Control. Cur-
rently, only applicants seeking the pe nits have
this right.

By excluding third parties from direct ap-
peals, Tennessee's National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit program
fails to meet the minimum requirements outlined
under federal law. Concerned com uni y mem-
bers face a multi-step process — se lengthy that
the discharges can begin or continue before
grievances areaddressed. It is timeto make this
a less complicated andmore inclusiveprocess.

VHAT YOU CAN DO: Without delay, confacty our

statesenatorand representative (see Political

Guide) in support of this bill. Point outthat, if
ou would like

appeals process that letsyou protect your local

waters (you may want to mention streams or

lakesnearyou).

Environmental greups like the Tennessee
Nature Conservancy are hit especiatly hard by
last yea’s Jaw. These groups’ primary mission
involves the purchase and protection of undevel-
upsd land. and these additional property taxes
will use up funds that could better be spent to
protect threatened landscapes and ecosystems in
Tennessee.

SB.1088 (Henry) would help remove these
recently imposed property taxes en non-profit
land-holdings. ‘This would allow non-profit
charitable organizations to continue their good
work of protecting Tennessee's ever-shrinking
tracts of undeveloped land!

Our appeal to TDEC to support the bill
brought this encouraging response from Com-
missioner Jim ~. Governor Bredesen 1s
2150 greatly interested in tand conservation a5
evident by legislation introduced this year that
created the Tennessee Heritage Conservation
Trust Fund. .." (see NL269 §1C)

Special note on contacting legislators:
Important information on e-mail addresses for state legis-
lators was inadvertently omitted fiom our recently nuailed
Political Guide. Each legislator"s address can be con-
strcted s fllows

title.firs rmmt stname@legislature.state.tn.us

Fu le,
serlvrmxdy.mcmzlly@lkglsluture,m.us
Unformation for the part of the address that precedes the ®
can be found in the righthand colum of each list in the
Political Guide.

A. Tennes:

3. OTHER STATE NEWS

one of 32 states with
State Conservation Voters

tate Leagues of Conservation Voters work
from the national LCV, but re-

WHAT YOU CAN DO: There are three waysin
which you can support passage of SB.1088.
Contact your state senator (Sen. McNally is espe-
ciallyimportant -

sen.randy. menally@legislature state,
Urge TDEC Commussioner $um Fyke

¢

(:

152

(ask.)dex@state.t,us) to provide Administration
support.

Urge Sen. Hem'y to keep pushing his bill
(sen.douglas.henry@egislatus tn.u

(

e

re.state.

semble the latter in holding elected officials (on
the state level) accountable on important envi-
ronmental issues. They also workto educatevot-
ers about the records of elected officials and to
turn out environmentally-minded voters at elec-
tion time.

Weare indeed fortunate in having the non-
partisan  Tennessee  Conservation  Voters
(www.tnconservationvoters.org) that provide all
these services. TCV, supported by 17 groups (in-
cluding TCWP), publishes weekly (or more fre-
suent) e-mailed updateson environment-related
legislation in the Tennessee General Assembly.




The organization also issues a scorecard of sta te
legis|dors’ voting records, modeled on the score-
crds for members of Congress put out by the na-
tional LCV. TCV performs another set of impor-
ant functions: @) they lobby the Legislature (and
Admintration) onbehalf of the environment; (b)
they educate voters a bout environmental issues;

() they try to influence selected elections
when there is a clear difference in environment|
almudesl nd records.

V's work is accomplished with a part-
fime suI( member, a part-time contract lobbyist,
and a small group of dedicated volunieers. Their
addrss is: 2021 21st Ave, S., Sute 431, Nas h-
ville, TN 37212.

Kudos to Te @ legisiators
for support of parks lssues

The National Parks Conservation Associa-
tion, NPCA, has recognized 238 member of Con-
gress whovoted correctly onat least 4 of 6 park-
related issues as Friends of the Na tional ms
O the small s s et of legislatos who voted cor-
rectly on all § issues, we are proud o fiave ane
from Tennessee - Rep Jim Cooper (D-6).

NPCA also presant(d Pack Achievement
Awards to three Teanesseans — two Represerta-
tives and one Senator. Rep. Zach Wa mp carned
the awaxd for his work in designating Moccasin
Bend (near Chattanooga) our nation’s fiest Na-
tional Archeological District. This bend in the
Tenness ez River has been occupied by humans
since 10,000 BC, and contains centuries-dd In-
dian Burial grounds and Civil War relics.

The second Award went to Sendor La mar
Alexander and Congressman Duncan. for their
leadership in legislafion_authorizing the Tapoco
!ian? Exchange with ALCOA (NL255 93B; NLZSG

Second ennuel Bill Russeli River
Hero Awerd ennounced

Tennessee Clean Water Network will pre:
sent its 2005 Bill Russell River Hero Award to
Chester McConnell on July 18 in Memphis. For
over 30 years, McConnell has been an unwaver-
ing champion of waters hed protection, fighting
ha'ed agairst channelization in Wit Tennessee.

Formore information, cortact Cortney@tcwn.org.

The fight egelinst Invasive exotics

Tennessee’s forests have been among the
most diverse in the world. Now, in addition to
being under major assault from ciear-cutting and
ine conversion, they are also being threatened
y invasive exoic plants that hinder the normal
regeneration of forest ecosystems and decimate
the biodiversity

in its 2003-2006 Program of Work, the
Southern Appalachian Man and the Bicsphere
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(SAMAB) publisked a lit of 12 plants that pose
significant ecological and/ or economic threats.
Youcan view m ese at
tp: 1ab. 0 nvasive/ 1 PhotoGaller
t v B Tenps April 17 outing, we
concentrated ongarlicmustard, the 2' item on
!he SAMAB lis.| Other good sources of informa-

. Ul"slack Ranney, at jwranney@utk.edu;

+ Andy Brownat

com;

¢ J.EL Miller's Nﬂnm:n've Invasive Plants o/SoulIv
e Forests: A Field Guide for Identification and
Control, which can be requested (free of charge)
from pubrequest@srs.fs.usda.gov or 828-257-
4830.

Steff chenges et the Cumbariand
Trall Conference (CTC)

Rob Weber, the dynamic execdive director
of CTC, left his job in December 2003 to return to
his pharmacy career. His wife Susan continued
until June 2004 to share the duties of CTC office
manager by long-distance. Rob and Susan had
managed © establish the CIC a a vial and
highly effective orga nization, and brough the
Tra il back to life decades after the concept origi-
naed in the Tennessee Trails Act of 1971. Their
skills and efforts served to implement the Trail's
new status as a linear state pzrr_

After Rob's rture, Barry Speacman,
greatly helped his wife Barbara, became in-
terim executive director of CTC until July 2004,
when Pa ul Freeman was hired as the new execu-
tive director. Freeman, who has a degree in rec-
reational planning with a minor in urban and re-
gional planning has 20+ years experience in
(usl/s:hedult engineering and prgect manage-

en

other staft changes: Arleen Scheller Decker,

CTC olfice manager and development directoc

has been replaced by Nora Beck. Mark Stanfitl

it v soordiiate mall wnstpagion pro-

jeets. To participate, call 9314566259, or visit
berlandt

4. SMOKIES

Campores sgeinst
the North Shore Roed
[Based on a notice from Ted Snyder]

In order to give its supportersan opportu-
niyto hikein the heart of the Smokies threatened
by the Notth Shore Roa d, the Great Smokies Coa-
lition will hold a camporee July 23-24. Partici-
pants can set up their tent on Friday, July 22 at
the Smoky Mountain Meadows Campground
near Bryson Ci




#

&

#

£

&

On Saturday, 23 July, there will be a mix of
hikes, from short to long, some supported by boat
ot ferry across Fontana Lake. Depending on de-
mand, a series of shorter hikes will be held on
Sunday. Note that a full moon falls on 21 July, a
solace to hikers of long trails after sundowsi.

A Bar-B-Que supper, standard fare for cam-
porees, wil be held Saturday night. The camp-
ground fee is $6 per person, per night. The Bar-B-
Que will be on a break-even basis, estimated
around $10 per person. For those taking hikes
supported by boat or ferry service, that cost will
be split amongthe users.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Registration is neces-
saty;contact Ted Syder, 864-638.3686,or

t. Directions to the camp-
Tound canbe opisined from him

Cades Cove Planning: P
The Cades Cove Development Concept and
Transportalion Management Plan (what a mouth-
ful!) has now entered Phase I.  Phase I, which
wasessentially a scoping exercise with numerous
public meetings, resulted in 5 preliminary alter-
natives, as follows:
Noaction.
Roadway improvements. This would include
such tems as pulloffs, parking, signage and
other visitor communications, plus a minor
visitor center at the Ccve sentiance, We are
pleasedto reportthat the planners specifically
ruledout the suggestion of adding a second
lane tothe Loop road becausethis would
changethe visitor experience andharin wildlife
and plants
Allof the improvements of #2, plus a reserva-
tion program for privatevehiclesduringpeak
visitation
All of the Fulu«s of #3, plus a voluntary tean-
sitsystem (basedoutside the Park) during peak
periods. Visitors could choose to ride transit
vehicles to a new visitor center at the Loop
Road entrance. There, they could board “open
air” tram.style vehicles to travel the Loop. At
any of the currently envisioned 17-18 stops,
riders could get off and board a later tram as
convenient.
Accesslimitedto transit vehicles (as described
in #4) during peak periods. During off-peak
periods unrestricted private vehicleascess
would continue, butthe transitvehicles would
be available forvoluntacy use.

Over 1,800 individual commens were re-
ceived duting Phase |, the bulkof them related to
traffic congestion, overcrowding, and air quality
impact. During Phase i, which has already be-
gun andis scheduled to be conducted over a 22-
month period, the preliminary altemnatives will
be refined and assessed for their potential envi-
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ronmental impacts. After a round of public meet-

ings, the study will move into Phase lIl, which

includes the release of a draft EIS, public in-

volvement, and a final EIS. To learn more and

stay  abreast of developments, visit
lescoveplanni

Mother Nature aborts
President’s 8mokles visit
President h had announced that he
would deliver his Earth Day address from Cades
Cove in the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park. Groups of demonstrators gathered to high-
Iight the irony of the president, who has consis-
tently attempted to weaken the Clea Air Act, de-
livering his speech from the nation’s most air-
olluted park. More than 60 concerned citizens
from Tennessee and North Carolina staod in the
pouring rain to demonstrate to the President and
to the national media their desire to protec! the
Smoky Mountains and our air quality. But the
storms kept Pres. Bush away, denying him the
beautiful backgrounds for his Earth Dayaddress.
National Park Service nowhas $52,000
in “out-of —fuckev" costs for preparations for the
presidential visit. According to an A P release,
most of this money should be recouped from the
White House and from an NPS contingency fund.

=
2

5. TVA NEWS

White’s Creex §WA buffer

The -50@(1'& tract that TCWP purchased
over 2 years ago from Bowater as a buffer for
TVA's Whites Creek Small Wikd Area is ust one
step away from being donated by us to TVA.
TVA requires that a Site Assessmeal Survey be
done before they will accept the land, and pact of
the money donated to TCWP for purchase of the
bufer will pay for this._We are now seeking a
firm toperforinthis survey.

TVA Meritage Resources Program
lh-r New Technique to Keep
of Blodiversity
IConlnbu(ed by Sandra K. Goss, from information
ovided by Peggy Shute, TVA]
Tennessee Valley Authority (I'VA)

Heritage Resources Program, established in 1976,
is a memberof an associationcalled NatureServe,
which includes heritage programs from the U.S.
and Canada. For more than a decade, TVA and
this entire Natural Heritage Network workedin a
data management system entitled ~Biological
Conservation Data (8CD). The BCD, developed
by The Nature Cbns"van(y was used to track
aeend federally nt and animat spe-
aes.




In May 2004, TVA began using Biotics, a
new data management system developed by
NatureServe for the Natu ral Heritage Network.
This new system incorporates a Geographical In-
formation System (GI$) spatial interface with a
tabular component to better track biodiversity
andaidin conservationplanning.

The new methodology protides much more

incorporate ecology of e eloment i e ve.
cords. The data, which cover the 205 counties in
the TVA service area, are used not only by TVA,
but also by various federal and states’ agencies
and private_groups for conservation planning
purposes. This ongoing research activity is han-
dled by Heritage Database Managers Susan Jef-
fees and Kenny Gardner.

Green Power progre.
nfonmation tor Groe bacer St News]

Largest wind msla.llahon in Southeast now in op-

O

TVA's expanded wind farm on Buffilo
Mountain (near Oak Ridge and Oliver Springs)
was inaugurated on December 9. The facility,
which was started in October 2000 with three
turbines, has now added 15 larger turbines, in-
creasing the total capacity to 29 megawatts,
enoughfor about 3,780 homes. The “capacity fac-
tor" ~ namely, the ratio of electricity actually
generated to the amount that could be generated
at continuous, full-power generation - is ex-
pected to have increased to an average of 28%
(because the new turbines are taller; the factor
would be higher if thereweremore winds in the
Southeast). ~ Energy is generated when wind
speeds reach 9-10 mph, and turbines generate at
their rated capacity with wind speeds of

The Buffalo mountain Wind Farm now con-
tributes about two-thirds of the total Green
Power Switch elecmclly generated. Most of the
remaining one-third comes from the Memphis
Wastewater Treatment Faclhty

Lowe's stores are largest purchasers of Green

In 2002, Lowe's made a commitment to pur-
chase green power at every available location in
the TVA secvice area. lowe's stores are now
buying over 308,000 kwh of Green power each
month, an amount that has the environmental
benefit of removing 495 cars from the road, or
planting over 750 acres of trees in the Tennessee
Valley.

6. NATIONAL ISSUES

Bad news for the Arctic Refuge -
but glimmers of hope remain

The Administration pulled out all stops to
gain Congressional approval for Acchic drilling.
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Interior Secretary Gale Norton and Energy Secre-
taty Samuel Bodman toured the Refuge du ring
the bleak winter months with members of Con-
gress whose votes could be decisive, and pointed
out what a barren wasteland it was. Th(y probl
bly did not point out that industey
access to 95% of Alaska's Arctic coastal plau\

“ongressional proponents of Arctic Refuge
drilling used a clever maneuver to avoid debat-
ing the issue on its merits: they included reve-
nues from ANWR drilling in the budget bill for
the next fiscal year. Because income forthe gov-
ernment would be generated from the oil leases,
drilling would qualify asa budget measure; and,
br Senate rules, budget measures cannot be
filibustered.

Hope flickered when Sen. Maria Cantwell
(D-W A) introduced a Senate amendment to de-
tete budget language that assumes wildly specu-
lative drilling revenues. In fact, on March 16,
sven Re, uchans did support this amendment -

McCain (AZ), Sn (ME)I Collins (ME), Chafee

(RI), Coleman (MN) Smith (OR), DeWine (OH);
but three Democrats vo!ed against it - Akaka
(H1), Inouye (HI), and Landrieu (LA). The final
vote was thus , and the Cantwell amend-
‘ment failed.

The next vote came late atnight on April 28.
Despite 11,500+ emailsand faxes, and thousands
of calls made to Capitol Hill, Congress narrowly
passed a budget resolution that would permit
drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
The House vote was 214:211, and the Senate vote

47.

Although this is a huge setback, the fight to
keep the refuge off-limits 1 oil drilling is not
over -~ Congress must still pass a "budget recon-
ciliation” bill later this summer that specifically
authorizes Arctic drilling. If leasing is approved
inthat bill, the matter may moveintothe courts.

We are now a couple of steps closer to the
destruction of an irreplaceable national treasure -
- for the sake of less than a year's supply of oil
thatwouldn’teven becomeavailable for a decade
or mare (NL260 §7). The Refuge would supply
less than 4% of the countcy's projected daily
needs.

There are even boader implications. As the
Arctic goes, so goes evety other special place
where industry wants to drill, such as the Greater
Yellowstone ecosystem, Utah's redrock country,
New Mexico's Otero Mesa, and others of our
western wildlands, as well as off the shores of
Florida and California. [n fact Rep. Tom DeLay’s
stated reason for approving Arctic Refuge drill-
ingis that itwould constitute a precedent

WHAT YOU CAN DO. If your senators voted
against the Cantwell amendment (and both Ten-
nesseans did), tell them how disappointed you
are, and thatyou hope they‘Iido the rightthing
inthe futureon this issuethathassuch far-



reaching implications. See p.2for contactinfor-
mation.
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repeals
Rule that protected forests

[Based inparten informationfromthe American

ds Alliaace]

After using every conceivable approach to
undoing the Roadless Area Conservation Rul
(NL257 1), theBush Administration onMarch$
formally repealed it and substituted a convoluted
two-step State petition and rulemaking process.
Under the new Bush plan, State Governors are
required to petition the Forest Service with their
recommendations for which roadless areas in
their States should be considered for protection.
Thes!gemwnsarea phony, non-binding proc
whereby the Forest Service is free to accept, re-
ject, or modify the request at will. The policy is a
wholesale reversal of protectionfor nearly 60nul-
lion acres of America’s last intact wild forestsand
putsmillionsof forestacresimumediately at risk.

Never mind that a huge number of com-
ments was submitted in opposition to this new
scheme (which, among other things, constitutes
an unfunded mandate). Nevermind that thele-

lity of the original Roadiess Rule was upheld
gy an exceptionally strong ruling from the ¥
Circuit Court of vermind that the
original rulewas the product of exhaustive stud-
ies and of expert scientific and economic input.
And never mind that cifen input was obtained
at ~600 eé)uhllc meetings and that the proposal
generated 10 times more public comments than
any federal rule in history.
here is some hope. Members of the House
of Representatives willsoon introduce legislation
that would protect forests that are now on the
thoppln? block due to the Bush Administration's
repeal of Roadless area protection. Forest cham-
glum, Representatives fay fnslee (D-WA) and
hecwood Boehlert (R-NY), are leading this
charge.

WHAT YOU CAN DO. Contact your Represen-
tative (see p.2) and urge him to become an origi-
nal cosponsor of t1e2005Na tional Forest
Roadless Area ConservationAct.

Activist Tools:

Toviewthecongressional “DearColleague”letter
asking Representativesto becomeco-sponsors, gol
to

hittp:/ /www.ourforests.org/ risk/ DearColleague

For sa Sl' n].kmg poink about the Roadless
Rule and about the Bush Administration’s cecent
actions go to

http:/ / www.americanlands.org/ documents/ 109

To find outhow many actesof Inventoried
Rondless Areas exst in your State go to

Formore information in general goto:
: ¥ or.

Wil private Interests meke policy
for the Perk Service?

A recentjobadby the National ParkService
(NIPS) has raised conceens about futwe
icy making. The advertised job was “special as-
sistant to the associate director, tourism,” and the
job description said that this person would actas
“liaison between the NPS and the tourism indus-
try.” The candidate would have to be able to

“expand tourism programs m.-n t promole private

sector support of the NFS mi

“The Coaliion of Nahonal Park Secvice Re-
tirees and the Public Employees for Environ-
mental Responsibility (PEER) have raised con-
cerns that NPS plans to give private interests a
permanent seat al the agency’s policymaking ta-
ble. One outcome of tourism-industry involve-
ment would be the recruitment of more visitors
to the national park ata time whenthe capability

[PS toprotect resources —even withoutanin-
creased wisitor load - has been drastically re-
duced byunder-funding.

D. The Nationel Perk Centennlal Act

{From NPCA-SE Region Fietd Report]

The National Park System will celebrate its
100" birthday in 2016. HR.1124, introduced in
March, would make the System fiscally sound by
, thatdate. [tis designedto:

Eliau'nate the non-road maintenance backlog,
Jeiing it fosd portion te be addressed
|hmué| the transportation bill

Provide needed resources for natural resource
protection (combat invasive species, cond uct
resurch complete environmental restoration

<Privide maded funding forculturalresourcepro-
jects.
The Act establishes a new Park Centennial Fund
tosupport these objectives.

This bipartisan legislation Is being spea
headed b by Reps. Mark Souder (R-IN) and Beian
Baird (D-WA). Amongits co-sponsors are 4 Ten-
nesseans, Reps. Bill Jenkins (R-1), John Duncan,
Jr- (R-2), Bart Gordon (0-6), and Harold Ford (D-

WHAT YOU CAN DO. Contact your Con-

on
isa co-sponsor; if not, urge himto become one. If
wedon'tactnow, irreplaceable resources will be
lost to posterity. For more mformuan contact
NPCA-SE at 865-329-242, or

0963619 samptalkrdless.pdf.




Alr quallty: good a news
(Swurms NR'C and Southern Alllar\ce for Clean Encrgy]
odnews (Fornow) on “ClearSkies.
Pushed hard by the big polluters, this decep-
tvely named legilation is the single greatest
direct attack on the Clean Air Act in the past
hirty years. 10a mid March voteof the Eqvr
ronment and Public Works Commiltee, Sen.
Chafee (R-RI) and Sen. Jeffords (I-VT) jotned
the comnuittee’s 7 Democrats to reach a 9-9 tie.
Although this tie vote means the bill failed to
pass ouf of commitee, Sente Majorty Leader
Frisl (R-TN) could use a special procedure to
Lypassthe commiteeand being thebill directly
o the Senate floor.
* Bad news on mercury

On March 15th, the EPA issued a rule that
allows power planisto contnue spewing harny-
ful amounts of mercury for more than a decade
to come. Recognzing mercury’s health risks,
the EPA in 2000 decided to requ're maximum
achievable controls that could reduce mercury
pollution by 90% by 2008. The EPA's new rule
overturns their earlier one, and allows power
plants to emit more than seven times as much
mercury, for a decade longer, than current law
allows.

More than one-third of USS. rivers are al-
ready under the “do-not-eat-the-fish” mercury
zdvxso(y 1n 2004, EPA’s own scientists found
that ore o every 6 women of childbearing age
has elevated levels of mercury in her blood,
putting hundreds of thousands of babies born
each year at righ for developmental delays,
learning disabilities, and problems with fine
motor coordination.

7. OAK RIDOE REGERVATION:

DOE and State finalize Black Oak
Ridge Conservation Eesement

On April 13, two days before Betsy Child
stepped down as TDEC Commissioner, she met
with Gerald Boyd, manager of DOE's Oak Ridge
Reservation, and with other State, City, and DOE
officials, i a ceremony to finalize the Agreement
establishing the Black Oak Ridge Conservation
Easement (BORCE). The event was announce
only theday before, andno conservationgroups
received an mvitation,although a handfulof citi-
zen-conservationists attended. For comments on
the ~agreement and the event visit

ot

E manager Gerald Boyd said: “We think

its exaclly the right thing to do.” The easement

will run mdefinitely. Its roughly 3,000 acres en-

compass mature forests, streams, wetlands, river
bluffs, caves, and several rare plant species. Mr.

Boyd noted that these ~3,000 acres were being
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added to the existing ~3,000-acre Three-Bends
easement designated in June 1999by foriner En-
ergy Secretary Bill Richardson. Together these
areas constitute about one-fifth ofthe 33,74%-acre
OakRidge Reservation.

The easement area will be managed by the
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA),
but DOE can still patrol the property, and can
carry out fue control and forest management,
providing its actions help to preserve and protect
the land. A detailed land management plan re-
mains to be drafted and approved, but will un-
doubtedly includescheduled hunts inaddition to
access for hikers. Efforts will be made torid the
area of exofic plant species, while native plants
will be encouraged. DOE will pay TWRA $20,500
a year to manage the property, plus providing
$16,500annually m m-kindservices suchas envi-
ronmental reports

Environmental rePresentative.
meet with City Councll

Representatives of 4 groups with environ-
mental concerns were invited to attend an Oak
Ridge City Council Werkshop session o mpail 4
to discuss issues facing the City. Three of the
groups were semi-governunental(the City’s Envi-
ronmental Advisory Board, DCE's Site Specific
Adbvisory Board, DOE's Local Orersight Commit-
tee),and onewasa citizens’ group (Advocates for
the Oak Ridge Reservation, AFORR). TCWP was
not invited. Even without us, the meeting was
vety busy, with many commens yet remarning to
be made.

MayorBradshaw felt thework session with
envitonmental groups had been very useful an
wants to scheduleanother one in6 months. It is
probable that TCWP will be invited. [n the mean-
fime, we have scheduled informal meetings with
individual CityCouncil membersto discus issues
ofconcernfortheOak Ridge Reservation.

Biodiversity of the Oak Ridge
Reservation
(ParttyextractedfromanORNL brochure
ted 9/26/40}

The Oak Ridge reservation (ORR) is visible
in 1984 satellite imagery as an island of green.
Manhattan Project secrecy aliowed these lands
acquired by the federal government in 1942 to es-
cape the urbanization that has affected the sur-
roundingregion and to mature over the past 63
years into a unique ecological treasure. Many
rare s and communities that have disap-
peared elsewhere havebeen preserved.

With over 1,100 species of vascular plants,
the ORR rivals the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park m species diversity. In 1995, The Na-
ture Conservancy identified rare species in over
270 locations on the ORR. and 81 sites were
ranked as having very high or high sigaificance



nationallyfor conservation. There are 7 registered
StateNaturalAreas onthe Reservation

Among the elsewhere less common ecologi-
cal communities that are found on ORR are cedar
glades and barrens, forested river bluffs, cove
hardwood forests, and wetlands. The almost600
acres of wetlands are perhaps the largest refuge
for rare plants, aswellas providing critical habi-
tat for amphibvans, reptiles, and fish. There are
more than 315 species of mammals on the Reser-
v:hun, 20+ of them consideredrare.

one of the few large tracts of unfrag-

memed forestland remaining, ORR plays an im-
portant role in the nesting and migration of
songbirds. Of 25 priority-for-conservation bird
species in this region, 23 are present on the ORR
Ji\ring breeding season. Altogether, nearly 200
speciesofbreeding birds havebeen documented
on the ORR~ more than in any other single tract
ofland in Tennessee

Last year, an Oak Ridge National Labora-
tory(ORNL) study revealed the existence ofa 20-
to 40-acre virgin forest in the with trees
over 230 years ot startect heir growth many
years. be? fore this area was setled (NL258 ‘i[w)
ORNL Lab Director, Jeff Wadsworth, writes of
his recent hike “through this unique old-growth
covehardwood forest” thatit “is oneof the finest
examples ofan old-age deciduous forest inallof
theridgeand valley region in Tennessee.”

6. TCWP NEWS

Forection ejerts between
Newsletters, visit eur web site

Our web site, Www.tcwp.
tant place to find announcement about actions
that are needed, or activities thatare planned, be-
tween Newsletters. You can also look up past
Newsletters to find out about the history of an is-
sue, or view special features, such as the scrap-
book of photosfromrecentevent.

Upcoming ectivities
{Contributed bySandraGoss]
{For dditional information on any of the listed events,
ll Sandm K. Goss at 865-522-3809 or e-mail
skgoss@esper.com|

National Trails Day event. North Ridge Trail
Work Project, [une 4
TCWP developed the North Ridge Trail in
the 1960, and has been the trail steward ever
since. The Trail was designated both a National
Recreation Trail and a State Trail in the early
70s.
We will commemorate National Trails Day
doing some needed maintenance work along
the Trail. TCWP's TrailSteward, Susan Donnelly,
reports thatthe chorecalendar callsfor trimming
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trailside vegetation from Key Springs to Wedge-
rth Walker Lane to lllinois, in-
cluding theaccesstrail.

Volunteers should meet at 9:00 a.m. at the
Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge, 461 W. Outer
Drive. From there, we will divide into work
teams for various areas. If there are enough par-
ticipants, some of us will go pick up trash at the
Hlinois entrance to the trail. - Volunteers should
wearsturdy shoes and bring water, gloves, clip.
pers orloppers. For more information, callSan-

Tennessee RiverKeeper featured speaker at June 9
meel

Leaf Myczack, a 15-year veteran Tennessee
RiverKeeper, will share the highligh and
memorable moments of RiverKeeping at TCWP's
Summer Membership Meeting on Thursday, June
9at7:00 p.m. in the Oak Ridge Civic Center Craft
Room.

Forthe past severalyears,Myczack hasdo-
nated a sasling trip to viewthe sand hill cranesto
the Annual Meeting Silent Auction. The folks
who have been on that trip have thoroughly en-
Joyed thestories ofhis experiences.  Heis known
for his humorous take on life's vicissitudes, and
the program issureto entertain, inspire, and in-
form

Community Shares _Circle-of-Change _Awards
Banquet, [une 11

Make plans now to attend one of summer’s
nicest events, the Circle-of-Change AwardsBan-
quet, sponsored by Commumty Shares. This
banquet, scheduled for Saturday June 11 at the
Knoxville Expo, honors people and organizations
that havebeen instrumental in workingfor social
change and justice in the greater Knoxville area.
There willbebotha silent and a liveauction,fea-
turing 3 wide atray of services and goods, and a
cash bar. [f we get 6 more atte ndees, the cost per
person is $25.00. For more information, orto re-
serve yourticket,call Sandra
Public Lands Committe ks
New Members

[Contributed bySandraCoss]

TCWP's Public Lands Committee is seeking
additional membets to help the group with cur-
rent pressing projects, One of the projects is
identifying tracts of land that are vulnerable to
development andthatmightbe forsale. Over the
past several months, several members have
alerted usto threatened land. We would like to
develop a more systematic approachto this issue,
including ways to rank the importance of the
land and to identify possible techniques or re-
sources for preservingthe land.

or more information about getting in-
volved in the important work of this committee,




call Sandra K. Goss at 865-522-3809, or
skeoss@esper.com

9, CALENDAR; RESOURCES

Events and deadlines calendar_(For details,
check the referenced NL item; of contactSandra
K. Goss, 865 522-3809, skeoss@esper.com

* May 27, Tickets go on salefor the June23 appear-
ance of Garrison Keillor at the Knoxville Civic
Auditorium _

schedule/)

* June4, TC'
(98B, thisNL).

. lunev,mk Ridge, Leaf Myczackspeaks at

WP Membership meeting (168, this

. ]une 11, Knoxville, Community Shares Circle-of-
ChangeBanquet({8B, this NL)

* July 18 Memphis, Second Bill Russell RiverHero
Award ceremony (3D,

* July 2326, Notth ShoreRoad CampcreEHMA
thisNL).

* Sept.20,"A Voice for Water,” aTCWN confer-
ence tobuild public participation inthe Triennial
Review Process (slated forFebruary2006). More
details later.

* Sept. 21-23 Knoxville, “LookingBack,Moving
Forward” (planning, landscapearchitecture,
fansporation). Cnnlzcl KelleySegars,865-215-

rg/ program

s North Ridge Trail Work Day

w ]

. Ociober 75 CTC's Soh Annual Tai Training
Workshop. ‘Call931-456.6259, orvisit
www.cumberlandtrail.org (see 93E, this NL).

e

* Volunteer PilotsNeeded -S outhWings relies on
highlyqualified flight professionalsw hoare will-
ing todonatetheir time and their aircraft's opera-
tions toprovide a conservationflight experience
intheirarea.
Foundedin 1996, SouthWings i sa non-profit con-
servation organizatie n that uses a new a k of
volunteer pilots and small aircrat top rovide a
birds-eye viewofthe natural wealthof there-

ion's forests andwatersheds, and to exposeen-

vironmental degradationand illegal landman-

kaown. SouthWings, headquartered in
Asheville, NC, works across the Southeast.

To learn more about becoming a Volunteer Pilot,
pleaseemail SouthWings at
taylor@southwings.org, of call 1-800-640-1131.

* The Unson of Concerned Scientist's (UCS) web

speciesand onactions wecantaketo slow theix
introductionand spread. Toleatn more, visit,
org/ global invasive

sgeslﬁ[ index.cfm
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* UGS s looking forsientists working oninvasive
0are mtere
Thvolved i efforts to prcmule solutions tothis
problematic issue. Read about UCS's Sound Sci-
encelnitiative (SSI) at
WWW.UCSUSa.Of oba environment/invasive

« Kris Light's wonderful website of East Tennessee
wildflowers and hiking trails may be viewed at
easttennesseewildflowers.com

o Natural Resourc Year in Review —2004: A port ait
of the year in natural resource stewardship and science
in the Natio | Park System is available from Natu-
ral Resource Inforiation Division, WASO-NRID,

. Box 25287, Denver, CO 802250287

« News for Coffee Drinkers (from information con-
tributed y Marion Burger)
Environmentally-consciouscoffee drinkers will
be interested tolearnthat shade-growncoffee, or
fair-tradecoffee, isnowavailable at the area
Krogerstores (Millstonebrand), Anderson
County Habitat for Humanity office, and tbe Epr-
cureanin OakRidge. Purchase ofth'’s coffee
supports traditional small coffeefarms which
have many species of plants, including crops, and
fruit and shade trees. These farms provide song-
bird habitat andpreventmudslides and erosion.
The Fair Trade Certifiedtrademark isthe one in-
dependentconsumerguarantee that(by7 crite-
ria)productshave been fairly produced and
traded. Workersand producers are organized
Jnto cooperatives that are transparent, account-
able and democratic.

Consumers can use TCWP Kroger Git Certifi-
cates topurchase lheshzde -grownproducts (as
well as prescription dru tage stamps,
andother groceries). Gil |cemhca(es areavail-
ablein$25and$50 denom nations, and5%of
your pur chase goes directly to TCWP. For more
infermation. call Sandra K. Gos s at 865.522-2809,
or skgoss@esper.com
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Your Fund for Change



