
W
Tennossee 
Citizens for 

Wilderness 
P lanning 

Newsletter No. 257 

August9,2004 

1. Don't let them scuttle the Road less Rule. 
A.Proposedpolicywill end protectionof urupoiledforest l�nds 
B.Ro;odlesJareuofSouthemAppllbchianforestsinjeopardy 

2. Obed and Big South Fork.. 
A. Proposed oil & gas regsignnrere«�mm<'n�dimprovement:s 
B. Obrdland acquisition:none todate 
C. Mining in watershed threatens BSF muSH! recovery 
O.CMP forBSFabouttoben:leased 

3. Coal mining: a menace to the Cumberlands,. 
A.Mountainlop removll.lmessage delivered to go\'ernor 
B.Abandoned MineLondsFund:goodandbadncws 

4. Around the state .. 
A. Cumberland Cap Nation.al Park preparing CMP 
B. S�J�te'1 land-11.cquisition inili<ltives C. Bowatn donating land 

P· 8 

D. Environmenbl groups urg" moratorium on stn:am-altuoti<m penni!J 
E. Watersheds and biodiversity 

5. National issues .. 
A. Regulation of OHVs in n�tional forests 
B. Another �ttempt to open the Arctic Refuge i5 dropped, but,, 

C .... now they're moving to exploit the Western Arctic Reserve 
D. Dept. of Homeland Security threatens to undennine NEPA 
E. Onlyonebrightspotinan aby5mallntrriorAppropriationsbill 
f. Tennes&«Congressmenworkingfor theenvironment G. WalterCronkite suggests a platfonn 

6. Oak Ridge area. 
StateofTenn�SH �ponse on Black Oak Ridge conserv;o.tion easement 

7. TCWP news (Up.:oming activities; TCWP actions) .. 

p.12 

p.13 

8. Job opportunity; Calendar; Resources; • • •  0 • • • • • • •  ' • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  p.14 

9. ACTION SUMMARY . p. 2 

Edilor: Liane B. Russell, t30Tabor RCMd,Oak Ridge, TN 3i830. Phone, 865-482·2153 
Shaded box or stu muns "Action N«:ded.� Don't be overwhelmed·· ch�k the ACfiON SUMMARY on p.l! 



9. ACTION SUMMARY 

NL257.8191o-& 
2 

· �t usagt!" or Action 

Scutding ofRoadlessRule "Thrpooposedrulejcopardizesla'ltwildforests1" 

18 SouthcmAppalachianforests U SFS Chief Dale Bosworth ''Protl"<,:l the few wild artaSwe ha•·e left in SE:!"" 

2B ProposcdTN oil&gasregs Gov. B..:descn 

Cn::t$S·ridge mining Gov. B..:descn 

Abandoned Mine I.Jlnds Fund US rep. and sen.1ton 

'"Need improvemcntstoprote<.:tourvaluedstreams!"" 

"Enfon:cwater-qualitylawsagainstminepOilution!" 

.. Include impnn-ements in AMI. reauthorization�" 

Cumber1and(japNatiooall"llrk Supnintendent 

OHVsin nation;llforests USForestServicc 

Support p<Qtectionforl"llrk'snatu.-alresoun:cs 

""Tho: draft rules necd stren�tht:nin�! .. 

SC O ilinNatl. Petroleum Reserve "Withdrawdestroctiveplan;�cepsafcguartls!" 

Oal;Ridgcwnsen-ationea$emcnt 

Dept. r;l Homdand Seeurity Do not undermine environnxntal protcclions!"" 

"Spcedprogn:non agrecnxnt and inform public!"" 

SenatorJohnDoc Thc lion.JohnDoc l'rcs.GeorgcW.Ilush 
U nitcdStatesScnatc U.S.Houseoi"Rcpresentativcs ThcWhitcHouse 

Washingtoo, DC 20510 WashingtOn. DC 20515 Washington. OC 20500 
202-4.56-1414;Fa,456-2461 
cresidcnUi"wbil!"ll!!!S'�""" 

DcarSenatorDot: DearCOflgrey;m3nDoe DearMr.l'resi!lcnt 
Sincerelyyours. Sincerely yours, ll.espc<:lfullyyou!"ll. 

Scn.Billfrist: 
f'h: 202-n-t--3}44: FAX:202-228-1264 
e--mail:hup:llfrist.stnate.JOvlcon�.rlm 
Local:865-602-7977 

Scn.Lam:u-Aiuandtr. 
Ph: 202-224--49-W;FAX: 202-228-3398 
e-mail:hnp-JiaiCJlandc:r.senate.govlcantact.cfm 
t..ocai:86S-54S-4253 {FAXS4S-42S2) 

Gov�rnor Phil 8m:icsen 
St�te Capitol 
Nashville. TN 37243-98n 
615-741-2001;fax615-532-97JI 
phi!bn.11c$n@<lajejDM5 
Dcar(iQv.Bn:do::scn 
Respo.-.;tfullyyours. 

Rcp.ZachWamp· 
Phonc:202-22S-3271 
FAX: 202-2.25-3494 
Local: 865-576-1976 
Web: WWW.houSC.JOV/wamp 

To call any Rep or Senator. dial Congressional switchboard. 202-224-3121. To find out about tho: status of bills. cali202-22S - l m  
URL.s: hnp:l/\\ww.holase.JO�IIM!namel a n d  http://lastname.stnate.sO\"/ General contact info: hup:J/www.lcv.org 
Note that mail to Congrns is still slow following the anthmx scan:. Consi!lcr ra�ina. phonins. and Other II'IOOits d communic ation. 

WHATISTCWP? 

TCWP ITenn�eeCitiztns for Wilderness Planning) is dedicated to �chieving �nd pe�luating protection of n�turaJ 
l�ndsandwaters bymunsofpublicowncrship, hegislation, o r c ooper�tion of the private sector. While ow-first foros 
is on the Cumberland;md A ppalachian regions of East TenntSsn,ou:.rdforb may extend to I he rest of the stale and I h e  
nation. TCWP's stt-tngth li<"s in rcseuching infonnation JH'rtin ent to an inuc, informing and educ�ting out membership 
and the public. inter acting with groups h�ving similar ot;e<tives, �nd w orking thr ough the l tghiAtive, 
administrativ e, and judicial branches of govemmentontht federal, st�tc, and lou! levels. 

TCWP: 130TaborRd., Oak Ridge, TN 37830. 
PrtSident: CindyKendrick.865-386-6382(h). 
ExeC\Itive andMembnship-Oe�elopmentDin·dor: SandraGoss.865-522-3809; SKGosgfoprrrom 
Newsle"er editor: Lee Russell, 865-482-2153. Internet w 



1. DON'T LET THEM SCUTTLE 

THE ROADLESS RULE 

FOR OUR NATIONAL FORESTS! 

A. Th• pr-opo••d new policy 

will •nd pr-ot•ctlon 
The Roodless Area Conservation Rule, de­

veloped with unprecedented public input in the  
late1990s and adopted b y t h e ForestService in 
January200l,protects ourcountry'slast remaining 
intact forestsfrom future rood building andoom­
mucial logging. National Forest lnvtntori� 

Roadless Areas, a total of58.Smillion acres. are 
covered. The Rulethus ensuresthe protection o f  
vital watersheds, unspoil� open spact, a n d  b i o­
lo�;ical diversity, andit provides outdoorrecrea­
lion opportunities for our nation. 

From Day One, the Bush Administration has 
found numerous clever methods of attacking t h e  
RoadlessRule. First, the White House froze t h e  
Hule"s implementation. The public comment proc­
esswas reopened(resulting in evcn more support). 
While leaving roadless prohibitions on the 
books, the justice Department failed to defend 
them in the courts. In 200t, the Administration 
allowed the ForestService to make exceptions to 
theRule in order t o a ddress fornt-fire and public 
safety concerns. But now comes the ullim>�te ilt­
lilck:the Administration isn'tjU5tmodifying the 
Rule-il i s i n effect endingit initsentirety. 

The new policy announcedon)lly 12wlll s.et 
upa process whereby governors with roadless na­
tional forest areas in theirStates must,(a) decide 
what areas they would like toS<!tprotected, and 
(b) petition the Department of Agriculture for 
such protection. After that it is still at the dis­
cretion of Mark Rey, Undersecretary of Agricul­
ture,and former timber-industry lobbyist, to al­
lowor disallow protection oflhe requestedareas. 

Prospettsare dim. based on the evidence to 
date. When a governor asks for what the timber 
industry wants,he getsit; if not. he doesn't. The 
govemorof Alaska demanded logging in the Ton­
gass National Forest, and the Forest �rvice 
promptlyexempted theTongass from the original 
ROildless Rule, then prepared sever�) roodless 
area sales. On the other hand, the governor of 
Oregon strongly opposed an immense timber sale 
proposed fora partially burned roadless area in 
the Siskiyou National Forest, but the Forest 

Scrvice ignored him and decidedto movcforward 
with the sale 

Allowing Governors to "opt-in" for rOildless 
protection essentially eliminatesnalionalprot� 
tionsfor roadless areas. Pro-development states 
Jlke Idaho and Alaska rouldinbct petition t h e  
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Admintstration to actually wuktn protections. 
The proposed new� "'ould impose highly 
burdensomerequiremcnls on the states to develop 
the petitton and help pre-pare the subsequenten­
vironmentalanalysis. Even in states that are not 
oriented towardthe timber industry.few(if any) 
governors are likely to spend their limited re­
sources and pol itical capital asking the Forest 
Service toprotectthe remaining wild areas when 
they well know that, at the end of the process, 
the final decision ontheir requestgets to be made 
byMarkRey, the former timber-industry lobby­
ist. And, even if a petition is accepted, this docs 
not automatically guarantee protection; the Ad­
ministration "shall make the final decision m 
any State-speetfic inventoried roadless area 
management rule." The new policy is thus a 
highly cynical way for the Bush Administration 
toendprote.:tion wl!houtseeming todoso. 

The Administration is of course gt"ffnwash­
ing their proposed new policy. In announcing it. 

Secretary of Agriculture Ann Venneman stated, 
"Our actions today advance President Bush's 
commitment to cooperatively conserving roadless 
areas onnational forl'Sts." She failed to mention 
that three years ago,onMay4,200l,the Admini­
stration made a public promis-e to "uphold" the 
Roadless Area Conservation Rule to prot�'d t h e  
last remaining w i l d  areas of the National For­
ests. Fl•p-flop7 

Here are some additional poimstownsider. 
• Without the RoodlcssRule in place,decisionson 

roadbuilding and loggingwouldonceagaingo 
backto theindividual fo�stplans. Nation­
wide,thescplans allow road building inan av­
eragc of59%of thc58.5millionacresof invento­
ried roadless areas (the percentage is much 
higher in thcSoutheast,see,lB, below). Thus. 
once the draft regulations a�finali'l:ed,most 
roadless areas will becom�vulnerabletonew 
road construcrionfor log.ging..cnergydevelop­
ment.andothercommodityuses. 

• The new policy would upend. thf: long tradition 
of consistentlyapplying unifonn laws and stan­
dards to public lands across therountry,and 
would replace it with a hodge-podge of differ­
entrulesfor forcsts in differentstates.-ltig­
norcs the fact that these are federal,not state, 
lands. Protecting the lands within our national 
forests is supposed to b e thejob of theUSForest 

Scrvice,not thejobof stJtegovernors whosim­
ply dot�'t have the st�ff or expertise. NewMex­
icoCov.BiiiRichardson aptly called the new 
plan"anabdtcation of federal respoT6ibility." 

• These public lands belong toll// Americans and 
shouldbe managed in acrordanawithnatio"lll 



laws and public participation. In the largest 
public-participation process in US. history, 
over2.Smillionciti�ensfrom acrossthe country 
havealrtadyloudly told theForestService 
that they want to"optir�"forprotection. At 
hearingsacrossthe nation, including manyin the 

We:st,.over 95%ofthc commentshavesupported 
the Roadless Rule (� in the Southeast). 

WHATYOUCAN DO: TheBush proposa.l is 
opento public commentuntilaboutmid­
Septemb-er. M�ny of you have romment

_
ed on the 

Roadle:ss Rule m the past. but please r;ltse your 
voice yet again tolet the administration and the 
"'orld know thatthe public wants our national 
forestsprotected-not given away tooorporate 
special interests. Tell them how much you value 
largemtturaland roadless areas;and howthe 
proposednewRulejeopardizes the nation's la$1: 
wild forests. 
Cont.o.dinfonruotion: 

RoadlessStatl.'l'etitions 
c/oContentAnalysis Team 
USDA, Forest Service 

P.O.Bo:o:22190 
Salt Lake City, ur 84122 
E·mail:statepetitionroadless@fs.fed.us 
Fu: 801-517-1014 
ln additionto providingromments.write a letter­
to-theeditorso others.too, will know about the 
c•nical scheme that's•foot. 

B. Roedless •r••• of the Southern 

App•lar:hl•n forests In jeop111rdy 

L=�����������n andc:ol!aboratin&&roupsl 
ln si:o:states of the Southern Appalachians, 

USFS·inventoried roadless areas make up only 
13%of the national forests, well below the 1\l· 
tional average of31%. There are altogether only 
728,487acres ofroadless areas in the national 
forests of AL, GA, NC, SC, TN, and VA that were 
protected by the Roadless Area Conservation 

Rule. !An average ofonly 0.41% of these sutes' 
total acreages are within Roadless Areas. rang­
ing from 0.04" {At. SC) to 1.43% (VA).] If t h e  
Bush Administration su«ttds in scuttling t h e  

Rule{see'IIA. above), 553,000 (that i s ,  76%) o f  
these728.487acr�wouldbe pla�d into manage· 
mcnt designations that allow road construction 
and/or logging. which arl.' not presently allowed 
under the Rule {see table). That is, only 3� of 
the total national foN:sts acreage for these si� 
statts would be protected from logging and otller 
destructive activities. 

NL257,8/9/04 
. 

State Road less Road less Mile:s of Mi!e:s not 
acres acres at roads in open to 

risk if Rule national passenger 
is scuttled forests vehicles 

AL !2,436 11,298 1,940 1,329 
GA 63,661 55,198 1,538 ., 
NC 172,000 142,000 2,571 1.608 
sc 8.000 5,353 \,610 615 
TN 84,715 26,213 1,559 1,036 
VA 387,674 313,028 2,988 2,021 
Tohl 728,487 553,090 12,206 7,509 

More than 12.000 miles of l'l)lldS already 
traverse the Southern Appalachian national for­
ests{with 38%ofthese open to passenger vehi­
cles, see table). The maintenance backlog for 
these e�isting roads in si>: 5tates is over 
5206,119,642, ranging fromS17 million to 553 mil­
lionfor individual state:s. Should we build� 
roadsat taxpaycr<!>:pense? 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact USFS Chief 
Dale Bosworth (address below) and ask llim to 
keep the Ro.�dless Area Conservation Rule intact. 

Forourown area,remind himof some o f the facts 
in the above article. Remind him also that 97% 
of theoomments received by theForestService 
from cirizens of the southeasternAppalachian 
area supported thecompltlt proltction of all 
roadless areas. 
Dale Bosworth, Chief, USFS, 
4NWYatesFedera!Bidg. 
20l--14011StreetSE,Washington,DC20250. 
202-205·166i;dbosworthCk.fed.us 

·For arompleteoopy of this excellent. illustrated 
report. c:ontact�or 
srkya!!srlry" org- or call S88-8FOREST, 

2. OBED AND BIG SOUTH FORK 

Proposed o/1 & ges r•gulilltlons ig­

nore rer:ommend•d Improvements 
Alm0$1 eKactly two years ago, an oil well 

blew out in Morgan County and seriously polluted 
the Clear Creek. a major component of the Obed 

Wild &SrenicRiver,anditsWhites Creek tribu. 
tary. ln addition to the initial spillage, oil con­
tinued to leach into the rivers for many months 
from saturated rocks and soils, and recreational 
useofthe affected portion of Clear Creek had to 
be suspended untilMay of thisyear. 



At the time, it appeared that the only good 
thing that mightromeofthis arodtnt was a 11\l· 
jonmprovmlent inthe way the state ofTeni'WIS6ee 
regulates oil exploration and eKtra<:tion. The 
Commrssioncr's Oil & Gas Study Committee was 

ronve!ll'd bythe state. Manycitrzens and citi· 
:tens' groups worked long and hard reseMchtng 
the situallon androntributing detailed rorrunents 
to the this committee, which eventually pr<>­
ducedaconstructtvereport 

Unfortunately, the regulations th<lt are rur­
rentlybeing proposedvirtually ignore the re.:­
ommendationsoflhe study committee, thus wast· 
�ng the considerable effort that was expended by 
tiS mtmbers andbythe rontributing cititens. In­
Stead, tM propos-ed rrgulations reOe.:t thr inter­
estsofthe oil&gas industry.Mostof thechanges 
actually relurequirements-redu�bonds,extend 
�hed

_
ulesfor closure,waive pennitsand applka­

llonsmfavo r o f merenotification, reduce signage, 
and redu�rnspection. 

Early on july 29. the Tennlossee Otl & Cas 
Board held heMings in Nashville on these pr<>­
�revisions - a time and place not particu· 
larly welroming to input from citiuns that live 
near the areas where most oil & gas activities 
take place. Written comments had to lx- submit­
ted by the date of the hearings. Nevertheless. 
TCWP managed to provide short Q)ITmt'fliS. 

Soon after thejuly2002disaster. an interim 
policy was putinto effect that strengthened the 
safeguarding of streams in Morgan. Scott and 
Fentress Counties. Included was a 330-foot buffer 
wne around strearns. These interim proto!Ctions 
have lapsed, and drilling may again be as close 
as 100 feet from streams, and the distance be· 
tween dikes and water as little as 25 feet! The 
Cumberland Plat�au, whi.:h has re,ently been 
designated as an international BioGcm (NL255 
,4A). is home to �me of the world's outstanding 
streams that provrde habitat for unparalleled 
species diversity. It is  incredibl� that these pro­
posedrules should putthesestreamsat risk. 

The TCWP comments make several addi­
tional pointsaboutth� proposed rules. 

• No opportunity is provided for the publictobe­
comeawarr of orrommenton drillmg-permit ap· 
pli,ations. 

• Bonding requirements a"" quite inadequate. The 
costs incurred at Clear Creek, when fully .:alcu­
lated, will be a great multiple of the bond 
arnountsrequiredbythe proposedregulations. 

• Measures for prrventing blow-outs are not suffi· 
cientlyspe.:ified 

• Becauseprote.:tion of our vital watersheds is of 
paramount importance, the Division of Water 
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Pollution Control should have an oversight role 
moil&gasactivities. 

WHAT YOU CAN 00: 'The deadline for rom­
mentshaspassed,but if you an-upsetaboutthe 
propo5edregulationsand about the waythepi"OC'­
esshasbe(>nhand!ed,rontactGov.Bredes�n (ad· 
drt"SS on p.2) 

Last year, the Obed Wild & Scenic River re· 
reived an appropriation of$750,000 for land I<' 
quisition {NL254 ,lA). It was a miracle in a 
year

_
wh<!n Congrt'55appropriated virtually ro 

acqursition funds anywhere else, and it couldn't 
have happened without c o n cened citizen effort 
and resulting support from Congressmen Wamp 
and Davis and from Tennessee's senators. 

But81ongmonth.�h;we gonebywithout even 
one acre of l�nd having becnac'luired. Soon af­
ter the �ppropriation was announ<:ed,local Na­
tional Park Service (NPS) staff traveled to At· 
!aula to present pertinent documents, maps, etc. 
to NPS's Southeast Regional Office {SERO), 
whi.:h is handling theil<'<[uisitionproces.\. 

Unfortunately, the Dept. of Interior has re­
rently decret.od that appr;�isers must now be re­
quested from Washington. and this has badly 
slowed the proceedings. Appraisal costs (and 
the m!itsof

.
anysurveys that might need to pre­

cede appra1sals) rome out of the appropriated 
$750,000. Th�'Se amounts can be quite substan­
t ial  

As ofjut\e, onlythrce appraisals have been 
ordcrL-d,andletters havebcen sent to another\0 
landowners. The order in whkh landowners are 
contacted isba�don•tier system�t up bythe 
Land Proto!CtionPian. whtch unfortunately does 
ootprioritize tracts accordingto their ecological 
otso:entc value, or take into acroont any poten­
tial threats to the lands. It i5 known that there 
are quite a few wtllmg sellers of Obed tracts. but 
not all ofthese may,in fact, re<:eive letters. 

Of the currmt Obed WSR lands, only some 
are govemment-owoedinfee title; on many tracts, 
NPS ownsonlyaneasement . Todate, there are 16 
scenic easements and 5 trail easements in t h e  
Obed WSR. A T V  trails a n d  logging have en­
croachedonsomeofthese easements. NPS saves 
only little moneyby buying easements in lieu of 
fee title; the former rost 80% of the latter, onav· 
erage. For the5e reasons, fee acquisition is pre­
ferred byl\:PS -and by mostlandownef"Stoo. 



C. Hew mlrtlng in W,;/lferslted 

tltr•afens IJ$F mussel recovery 
The Bit South Fork NRRA is one of the last 

remaining refuges for freshwater mussels in the 
world. Several months ago (NL254 118). the 
National Park Service (NPS) gave final ap­
proval toan excellen t plan to protC(;t the26111J�;­
sel species (induding6federally protected ones) 
that s till inhabit the Big South Fork, and to rein­
trodu« some of the over 40 addi tional species 
tha t  oncelived t�re(NL24712B). This effort is 

now threatened by the resurgerta!'of roal mining 
in the wa tershed, an a c t i v i t y  likely to undo .)(I 
years ofwater-quality re rovery. 

Cross-ridge mining(•mountaintopremoval) 
is a growingpr<Ktice in the watushed (,3A, this 
NL). Thr National Park Service in April sent 

comments to OSM regarding two COlll-mine per­
mits in the New River watershed. ·rhe let ters 
s tate that while the BSF National Area is no t 
opposed to mining in the headwa ters, it;, op­
posed to receiving degraded water quality tha t 
may affect NPS resources. Several provisions of 
the legisla tion that authorized the Big South 
Fork NRRA are ci ted tha t  dearly pu t the law rn 

thcside ofnolpermitting mines that wouldjeop­
ardi� water quality downstream. Furthermore 
the Surface Mining and Control and Reclamation 
Act of 1977 itself prohibits any operations 
�which will adversely affect any publicly ow!WI 

park ... � [SMCRA, Sec. 522(e)(3)]. And, on top of 
everything else,tht-S tate ofTen�has des­
ignated the Big South Fork Cumberland River, 
which receives ernuents from New River, as an 
Ou tstanding National Resourt:eWater (ONRIV). 
the highes t tier ofprotec tion afforded by thc 
Clean Water A�t. Permits gran ted by OSM in the 

face of all these provisions of law should cer­
tainly beregardedasrompletely illegal 

Many of the mining sites tha t  pollutl'CI the 
BSFNRRA 's rivers in  the past are presently being 

considered for �re-mining" to ae«ss dl"('pcr seams 
of coaLthfo excusebeingthat once-abandoned 
sitescanbe redaimlffi afttr the area is rc-mined. 
With resard to �re-mining. �the manner in which 

the Abandoned Mine Land�ram is reau thor­
itlffi (138, this NL) will have a m*r impact a1 
fu ture pollu tion of the Big South Fork. 

D. BSF M.an.agemenf Plan 

.about to be rele.as•d 
Work on the General Manag�ment Plan 

(GMP) for the Big South Fork National River 
and Recreation Area began in early 2000, 26 
years after the Area was authorited, and 10 
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years after the NatiOnal Park Service took over 
m�nagemcnt from the Corps of Engineers. Con­
sidcrable opposition to thefirst draft of the 

GMPresulted in NPS embarking on a major revi· 
sion(with anothrr roundof hearings, OOilllllents, 
etc.) in tended to be based on anal}·ses of re­
sources,use andimpact  p<�tterns,carrying capao:­
i ty,etc.,as had bee[lsuggestedin critiques o f t h e  
f i r s t  draf t (NL235 '11;  NL239 '12A). The revi· 
sionalso inrorpora tesa trails-management  plan. 

Now the final documen t is about to be re­
leased. Copies may be requested ahead of time * in a variety of formats: (a) on CO {in PDF for­
mat); (b) on paper (NPS advises that each 
pnnted copy rosts the taxpayerS40); or(c) 
downloaded from the web site at 
w"•wnp:;I•Qylbj$Q. YouC<Jnplace your order by 
e-mail (RISQ SuPf•in!rnden)(li'np;<.gQv) or by 
calling 423·569-9778. 

3. COAL MINING: A MENACE 

TO THE CUMBERLANDS 

A. 400-mU• w.ater trip 

delivers mount•lntop·remol'.al 

messag• to the go•ernor 
Fourmountarntop removal sites are already 

active inTwnessee,andl2moreare pr�by 
TVA (NL253 nA). Euphemrstically called 

CT051S-ridge mining. the version practiced rn our 
s ta te ronsrsts of moving the overburden around 
and replacing it on the nat bench that remains 
af terthe horizon tally-laycrcd coal has been re­
mo.-ed. Sounds good, but the loose soil of what 
was oncethe topofa mountainwill sooner or la ter 
(usually sooner) wash orshde downthe slope into 
the neares t s tream. Cross-ridgcminingthus lcads 
t o a delayed-rather than instant -- h ollow fi!l 

That's why this type of mining. even f110re 
than conventional strip mining. is very much a 
water {as wdl as land) issue. ls.so;�naof a permit 
requires approval of the Ttnnesset"Water Control 
Division, as well as t h a t  of the federal Office of 
Surface Mining �OSM). With little hope for help 
from OSM, ci t1zens appalled by mountain-top 
removal are appca!ing to the s tate 

J<�ly24saw the endof a400-mile 16-day re­
lay organi�ed by Save Our Cumberland Ma.rn­
tains (wi th the help ofTSRA and canoe clubs) to 
deliver a jug of mine-pollu ted water toGov. Bre· 
desen, along with an appeal to him to help us 
prCSt"rvc our moun taintops from stripmining 
More specifically, thfo message urged the Gover­
norto ensure tha t our wa ter-quality laws be mort" 
strictly enforced. 



Muchofthe ongoing and proposed mountain­
top removal is located in the watershed of t h e  
New River. one of the t w o  main stems o f  the Big 

South Fork Cumberland River. The Big South 
Forkhas only recently rerovered from d&adesof 
mine pollution (�e also '12C, this NL), and t h e  

State of Tennessee has designated t h e  portion of 
the river that receives effluents from New River 
as Outstanding National Rewur·<:e Water, the 
highest tier of prote<:tion afforded by the Clean 

Water Act. 
The journey of the jug of mine-poltuwd water 

therefore began at Leatherwood Ford in the Big 
South Fork NRRA. Canoeists paddled through 
waters swollen by recent heavy rains, portaged 

Angel Falls, and eventually handed over the jug 
to other boaters inlakeCumberland. Still others 
took it the length of the Cumberland River and 
its various re�rvoirs. There were seven relay 
teams along the route,and close to\OOboats of a l l  
kindsjoined the groupthat finally delivered t h e  
message a t  t h e  dock below t h e  Coliseum i n  
Nashville 

The message re.::eived, '!DEC Commissioner 
Betsy Child arranged a September me�ting with 
SOCM and others to hear aboutlhl' mountaintop­
removal impacts and to discussthem. We'll be 
watchingto seeifroncreteaction ensue:s. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Gov. Phil Bre­
desen(address p.2)and urge himto strictlyen­
forreTennesseewaterqualitylaws under which 
mountain-top removal would not be pennitted. 
Remind him that theState ofTennessee hasdes­
ignated theBigSouthForkCumberland,which 
rereives effluents from New River, as Outstand­
ingNationaJResourceWater,the highest tier of 
proteclion affordedby theUSCleanWaterAct, 
and thattheBigSouthForkistheheartof the 

BSFNRRA. 

AIJandon•d Min• Landa Fund: 

good and bad news 
1'odate,27 years after authorization of t h e  

Abandoned Mine lands (AML) program, fewer 
tlwn 20% of orphan-mine sites across the (Ountry 
have be(,n redaimed. and the program is set to 
expire unless reauthorized this year. U nforttr 
nately, the bills that were introdu<:ed to achieve 
this reauthorization (NL256 'f4A) included a 
number of harmful provisions,oneof the worst of 
which wastogivethe money that goes into fund­
ing the AMl program(a 3 5¢per-ton fee onrur­
rently m inedcoal)tothe coal companies for their 
performance bond. The performance bond is  
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money posted by the operator before he begins 
miningto insurethat the land will be reclaimed 
after mining is complete. This provision would 
thussubsidize"re-mining"and take away the in­
centive for correcting current mining damage, 
while draining the Fund for reclaiming past (or­
phan) mines. 

The good neVI'S iS that, onjuly 16, because of 
large public pressure, the Senate EnergyCommit­
tee decided not to bring uponeof these badbills, 
which was sponsored by Sen. Thomas(R-WY). In 
the House,AML reauthorization was. with much 
cynicism, attached to a bill that would have 
opened the Arctic refuge to oil & gas drilling 

(Chose yourpoison') This bill fortunately did not 
make it ('15B, this NL). The Tennessee delega­
tion split along party l ines. Rep Lincoln Davis 

(D-4"'Distr.) voted in oppositionwith the rest of 
his party, eveflthough he had been campaigning 
on extending the AML program; he deserves our 
gratitude. 

!'he badnewsis that it looks as if this Con­
gress may adjourn before an improved 
reauthorization of the AMLI'rogram is evencon­
sidered, let alone pas�d. In view of this possi­
bility, the Citizens Coal Council is looking at op­
tions for a one-year extension of the present pro­
gram. 

l�eauthorization of the present program 
shouldin<:ludea numberoffeatures 

• Minimumprogram funding forstatesshouldbe$4 
(instead of S2) million, and Tenn.-ssee (which 
operates uoder a federal,instead of a statc, pro­
gram) should be given the same minimum fuod­
ing guarantee as othcr states. Tenn�has 
9,600 acres of high-priority sites that would 
take$33 million tore<:laim; currently we receive 

$1-Sl.Smillion peryear. 
• General welfare sites(e.g., those impacting wa­

terqualrty) should<:ontinuetoreceivepriority. 
• The per-ton fee (currently JS<t)should not be cut 

(as proposed bytheAdministration), and should 
!!QI:begiventothe coal companiesforpayment of 
their performance bonds 

• The program should be reauthorized for25(in­
stead of just\5)years 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact both senators 
and your representative(see p.2) andurgethemto 
support AML reauthorization that includes the 
features enumerated above. 



4. AROUND THE STATE 

Cumberland G•p H•tionaf Hi•torl· 

c•l Parle prep•ring GMP 
Cumberland Cap National Historical Park 

is a little jewel in the corner of Tennessee, Ken­
tucky, and Virginia. Of its -20,000acres, -14,000 
are managed as wilderness, and among the natu­
ral rcsourcesofthe park are spectacular cliffs and 
rock formations.24caves,dear mountain streams, 
a!arge h1ghland bog.and a fascinating variety 
of plant and animal species. including several 
threatened and endangered ones on federal or 
state lists. The park was authorized In 1940 to 
prote-ct the historic Cumberland Gap, including 
the Warrio(s Path of the American Indian and 
the Pioneer Wilderness Road; naturally it ron­
tains many cultural resour�in adduion to its 
natural ones. Recent completion ofS2 8 0·million 
twin-bore tunnels has removed motorized traffic 
fromthe surface in a location that provides spec­
tacular views 

Cumberland Cap NHI' has recently a,.. 
nounced the start of a comprehensive planning 
PI'OC\'Sil that will re<Sult in a Ceneral Managen1ent 

Plan (GMP)/Environmental lmp<>et Statement 
(EIS) that will guide park management for t h e  
next!O-ISyea_rs. Bct�·et>n August IO and August 

12.three public met>tmgs will be held to dl"!fine 
the issues.Based onthis input,.theParkService 
will develo p a l t ernativrs. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: You may not receive this 
Newsletter intimeto atten d a n y o f theAugust 
meetings, but your comments will be welcome un!i! 
Septemberll. Get park information from 
www nps.gny/rug�/pph)mlldootments html. 
Supportstriogentprott"Ction for thepark'sout­
st�nding natur�l resourCI"s. 
Cont"tinfonn�tion: 
Mark Woods. Superintendent,. 
Cumberland Gap NHP 

P.O.Box1848 
Middlesboro,KY 40965-1848. 

606-248- 2817;CUCA Suprrinteodrnlfill!)<fgny. 

B. State's l•nd-ac:qulslflon lnltl•tives 
In Gov. Bredesen's balanced budget t h a t  

passed the General Assembly i n  june, he restored 
nearly all ofthe land acquisition funds,totaling 
almost $17 million annually (NL256 13A). In 
addition. he allocated nearly S3 million for the 
acquisition of 8,000 acres of forests in the Cumber­
land Rante known as the Bedsole Tr•ct. This 
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property is w1drly n!garded as one of the most 
important btological systemsin therountry. 

The state IS currently working with t h e  
Friends of South Cumberland State Recreation 
Area and The Conservation Fund to add nearly 
7,000acres from the Fiery Gizzard Trail to the 
South Cumberland Re<:reation Area using re­
sourccsfromthe L.andAcquisitionFund. 

C. Bow•ter, Inc. donating land 

to Cumberl•nd Tr•lf St•te P•rlc 
It was amouncrd on/uly 1 that. on the occa­

sion of the so• anni
_
versary of the company's Cal­

houn. Tenn .. operatlOns, Bowater Inc. would dedi­
cate 3700+ acres of pnstine woodlands to t h e  
Cumberland Trail State Park {CTSP). Included I S  
a donationof610acre:;;that will conne-ct segments 
of the CTSP's Rock Cret"k, Poli.sum Creek. and 
Soddy Creek Trails. In addition, conservation 
easements will be made in the North Chicka­
mauga, Piney River, and Stinging Fork Pocket 

Wilderness Areas, and in the Upper l'iney River 
Gorge of the CumiX'rlnnd Trail system. These 
lands will be combined with the state's recent 
purchase of 4,500 acres in northern llamilton 
C�unty to permanently prok-ct �\early SO trail  
mdes on3,122acresinthe oompany'sPocketWil· 
demess areas. wh.ch are located throughout the 
Cumberland Plateau. 

Bowater also announredplans to work w i t h  
t h e  State ofTrnnesseeovl'l'the next year to study 
the company's Cumberland Plateau lands t h a t  
m a y  be appropriate f o r  additional prote-ction 
The study will cover lands that are adjacent to �-�����:.stMe parks and trails, as well as gulfs 

Tht Dogwood Allian ce , based in Asheville, 
NC. commendL-dBowatcr for beginning to listen to 
the volces of environmental groupsand s.ci;mtists 
who have beeflcallin& on the company to prote-ct 
the endango>red fOTeSts of the Cumberland Pla­
teau. The Alliance points out that the 3700acrts 
r<'present roughly 1%-ofthe rompany'sTenne55ee 
holdin g s , namely 343,000 acres, of which ap­
proximately 240,000 acrl'S have already been 
ronvertedfrom native h a rdwoodfo�ststo short­
rotation loblolly pine plantations 

The Alliance calls on Bowater to protect 
Plateau _ forests andsupportsustQ!nabltlogging in 
th1s regtonlor gcnerations to come. The company 
oould do so by makmg a long-tenn commitment to 
stop logging in the most pristine or"endangered" 
forests throughout the Piateau, to practice good 
forestry on lands where logging;, appropriate, 
and t� maximize the use of post-QlllSumer recycled 
f1ber m all of their products. 



The Cumberland Plateau is globally recog­
nized forits outstanding biodivcrsity andhas re­
cently beendesignated asoneofthe world's dozen 
BioGems (NL255 14A). These last remaining in­
tact hardwood forests in the South, provide critl· 
cal habitat fOf"migratory songbirds and rountl� 
other species. protect water quality, contribute to 
a strong tourism and recreation economy, and ron­
tribute to the quality oflife for people through­
outthe region. 

D. �rt�rlronment•f groups 

urge mor•torlum o" fssu•nce 

of str••m-elter•tloiJ permits 
Tennessee"sstreams andwetlands are receiv­

ing far from adequate protection against damag­
ing developments. Nine Tennessee environmental 
groups, including TOVP, have contacted Gov. 
Bredesen, deplonng the damage to, and de:stn.�c­
tionof, nurnerousvaluable aquatic rtSOU�byac­
tivities that are sanctioned by the Department of 
Environment nnd Conservation"s (TDECs) permit 
proci!Ss. The letter cites ARAPs (Aquatic Re­
source Alteration Permits) that were issued dr­
$pit� we11-based analytical opposition from the 
environmental community. 

"lt is apparent that the � doe:s not 
work," says the letter. "Tenncssee"s waters are 
being degraded almost daily rvit/1 prrmission of 
1/�e slalt;in someareas high quality waters are 
being impaired orlost." Amongseveral examples 
cited are the cross-ridge mining operation at Zcl> 
Moun\.ilin {s-ee also tJA, this NL), the filling of 
wetlaOOs by a WalMart at South Chickamauga 
Crl'l'k, and the dredging. herbicide use, and tree 
removal in Reelfoot Lake, which is designated an 
Outstanding National Resource Water (highest 
designation). 

The gl"O\Ipsask the governor to issue an ex­
ecutive order pronouncinga one-year mOf"atorium 
on i55uance of ARAPs, including pending permits. 
During this time TDEC would est�blish an advi­
sory committee to suggest improved permitting 
procedures. 

E. W•tersheds •nd biodiversity 
The Southeast Watershed Fontmhas i55ued 

a n.port subtttled �community Guide for Restora­
tion of Native Fish & Aquatic Species. Because 
of its great variety of landforms and resulting 
habitats, the southeastern USA is blessed with 
moreaquatic freshwater species than any other 
rt"gion ofthe rountry- 62:l.of the rountry's fre-sh­
water fish species. and7�ofthe mussel specie-s. 
Unfortunately, as noted in the chapter by Gary 
Myers, Executtve Director of the Tenne:ssee W i ld-
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life Resources Agency (TWRA), a<juatic resources 
are rapidly approaching a crisis point: almost 
400aquatic species are in trouble in some portion 
of their range. About34% of aU North American 
fish species and 90% of all mussel specil'5 listed 
as endangered or threatene-d are found in the 
Southeast. �luch of this is the result of rapidly 
deteriorating water quality. 

For copies of Southeast Watershed r-orum 
publications, go to 
www M!!!thr�5twatrrCorum orr. The Forum is 
sponsoring a Tcnnes.sel!event in0ctober ('J8, this 
NL.) 

A. Regul•tlon of oU-hlghw•y vehlr:l•s 

(OHVs) In n•tlon•l for•sts) 
[lnformation fromWildemo.>ssSocicty[ 

A growing swarm of dirt bikes, four­
wheelers and othN off-highway vehicles 
(OHVs) is ruaring throughour public lands, carv­
ingupfragile areas, polluting the air and water, 
and frightening wildlife. On some forests, ATVs 
anddirt bikes can travel virtually without limit 
across hundreds of thousands, even mtllions, of 
acrcs. ln 2001, the Forest Service estimated that 
60,000 miles of unauthorized roads. many i l le­
gally blazed by off-road operators, scar our na­
tiona[ forests nationwide. The numberhas grown 
markedly even since then. The Forest Service has 
failed to effectively marutge OHV uscor ronsis­
tently enforct'"even its ownmostbasic rules onoff­
road uS!!. 

US Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth now 
oonsiders this onl' of the four greatest threats to 
national fore:st, and has asked his ageocy to de­
velop rules to address it. Unfortunately, the 
drllft n.�le-s the USFS relnsed on July 7, while 
representing a small step in the right dtrection, 
stop farshort ofwhat is needed 

The most useful of the proposed changes 
would· 

• Prohibitcross-oountry motorized trave! across 
entire forests. 

• Allow ATV anddirtbikeuseonlyon roadsand 
off-road vehicle route-s specifically de-sisnated 
for suchuse;and, 

• Allow foreststo begin routc designationswithout 
first inventoryingor mapping una.t:horized uscr­
cr�atc-d or "reneg�de'" routes 

The proposal falls farshcw-l however, in the 
followmg provisions: 



o lt failsto renoothe urgency ofthe m�t�r. 
Therei$no schedule forstartingor rompleting 
the studyandfor d.-signaring routes forOHV 
�. 

o lt i s virtually silentabout addressing the serious 
problemofunauthoMzed orrl'11egade routes 

o lt does not clearly require the Forest Service to 
study the negative impactsof spe<:ific routes it 
mightconsidm- openingtoOHVs 

o lt doesnothing toboost on-the-groundmanage· 
mentand enforcement ability. 

TO\'P co-signed a letter to the USFS In 
April, urgingstrongregulatory refonn. The letter 
noted that not only mllst the Service develop 
regulations, but it must request additional funds 
from.Cong�toenforo!' them. Simply restrictmg 
OHVs to designated roads and trails •s not 
f'nough. The letter outlined a comprehensive set 
ofcommon-scnsepolicy reforms. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The deadline for com­
ments is5eptember 13,2004. Please tellthe Forest 
Servicehowcont<!rned youareaboutOHVs inna­
tional forests, andurgethemto strengthen the 
draftrules by citing someof the pointS fromthe 
above article. 
Conboctinfonn�tion: 
Proposed Rule for Designated Routes and Areas 
forMotorVehide Use 
cf o Content Analysis T earn 
POBox2211SO 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84122-1150. 
� 
Fax: SOt-517-1014 

AnCJtlter attempt tCJ open tlte 

Arctic Refuge liJ dropp•d, but ••• 
ln oneof the most cynical efforts yet, the 

House of Representatives prepared a bill for floor 
action inJurlf!that would have opened the Arctic 
Refuge andthen earmarked the sp«ulative re\·e­
nues from drilling to the Abandooed MiM Land 
{AML) redamation fund(see13B, this NL). For­
tunately, the United Mine Workers. whom the 
politicians were courting.. saw through the ploy 
and the bill wasdropped. 

C. . .• nCJw tlt•y"re mCJving tCJ exploit 

tltff ffCOioglcally unequallffd 

Thwarted by the public in its efforts to open 
the Arctic National Wildlif� Rrfuge to drilling, 
the Bush Administration and the oil companies 
arenowusingthe rise in gasoline prices as a pre­
te�t to sacrifi� another of America's great.-st 

/\1.257, 8/9/04. 
10 

natural treasurt.'S - Alaska"s Western Arctic. 
This plan was announced m Anchorage just as 
Congress� for the Reagan funeral, so the 
rest of Amer�ca has heard vLTtually nothing 
about it.  

The centt'rpiece of the plan is a proposal to 
lease r�ghts for oil and gas development in the 
Teshekpuk Lake r�gion-- one of the most impor­
tant tundra·wetland eoosysrems left onollrplanet. 
This vast network of coastal lagoons. deep water 
lakes, sedgc·grassmeadows and braided streams 
provides the critical calvrng groundsfor cariboll. 
Teshekpuk Lake is the biological heart of the 
western Arctic, th' su�r nesting and breWing 
ground for hundreds of thouS<Lnds of migratory 
birds of many species that arrive here each year 
from 32 of the lower 48 states as well as from 
countriesas far south as Argentina. 

Teshekpuk Lake lies within the westem re­
gion of what is known as the "National Petro­
leum Reserve-Alaska," set aside nearly a century 
ago. But Congress also stipulated that this o i l  
field be tapped onlyintimeof.d.irl:: national need, 
and it mandated proti'Ctions for the wildlife ond 
native peoples (whose subsistence comes from 
huntingand fishing inthe area). 0\lrgovemment 
kept oil rigs out of the WestCTn Arctic Reserve 
even during the darkest days of World War I I  
and the o i l  embargoofthe 1970s. Asa result, n>OSt 
of the reserve has rema•ned pristine -- its prime­
val bf'auty unmarred by roads. oil rigs or other 

signs of human interference. Interior secretaries 
sincethe 1970s have recognized the need forspe­
cial protf'(;tionin the Tt>Shekpuk Lake area. 

An e�tensive study by s.::ientists and native 
peoples during the last two years of the Clinton 
Administration recommended that oil leasing in 
the National Petroleum Reserve should he done 
only with stipulations for setting aside approxi­
mately IJ]l('rcent ofthe studyarea, mostly rivers 
and lakt"S, including Tt>Shekpuk. as protected ar­
eas. The study also stipulated a ban on permanent 
roads across the fragile tundra (restricting useto 
temporary winter "rce roads"). 

The Blish Admmistration now proposes to 
ehmmate thf'St' safeguards. In addition, it plans 
to put not 0f11)' the Teshekpuk region but %% of 
the reserve"s wildlife-fillcd northeast rcgion m 
the auction block. 

Drilling in the Western Arctic would have 
nodfect ongns prices at the pump. Oil from the 
area wouldtake years togetto market and would 
ncvucqual more than oneortwo pl"rcent of Amcr· 
ica"s oil supply-- a tiny drop in the budwt ofour 
nation"s oil oon;umption 



WHAT YOU CAN DO: By Aug. 23, fax comments 
at1·90'7-27'2-3430 toSusanChild, Northeast 
NPR-A P\anningTeam, BLM, 222 W ,- Ave� A"" 
chorage, AK 99513-7599; or go to BI..M's web site 
bttp·ll&onra rn5rrom. Tell the Bureau of l..and 
Management to retain existing protections forthe 
Reserve's world-class wildlife habitats. 
l f youdon't.havetime torompose a message, a 
quic:k wayto make yourvoicecount istodoit el«'­
tronically via 
bup•(/ WWW §ayehjogeros.org/wM]rto3r{tjcftak 
partjgnj!§p7RRQ407 or 
http·lluJ nrglramoajgn/NfRAfjnjMnzyixbb6 

D. Dept. of Homeland Seeurlty 

threatelts to u1tderml1te NI!I"A 
ll'romNROCl 

The Department of Homeland Security 1s 
currently establishing its policy for romplymg 
with the National Environmental Policy Act 
Nlli'A requires that when a particular activity 
has the potential of damaging the environment, 
there must� public noticr, public involvement, 
and an analysis of the action for potentially 
harmful oonsequer>ees 

When thl' Department of Homeland Security 
was created, it brought22 federal agenc•cs undl,. 
its authority. Jt therefore has tremeodousrcach 
over activities that rouldaffKt ourenvironmcnt, 
such as Coast Guard ac:tiviti� in oor nation's wa· 
ters orBorderPatrol activities in the wildlands 
of the southwest. 

Instead of complying with NEPA's Opt'ngov­
emment purpose, however, the Dept. of Home­
land Security's proposed policy would undermin� 
the law ln twosignificant ways. 

• It would create "categorical exclusion�" to 
NEPA. i.e., exceptions that would allow age,.,. 
des to carry ou� activities that are likely to 
harm the environment and wildlife habitat 
without ever having to let the public know or 
evaluate the wnsequenoces. 

• It "'OUid limit public infonnation by directly 
authon�mg the department to withhold any ;,.,. 
formation it deems ·�nsitive.· Currently only 
classified information can be withheld, in order 
to protec:t oatiooal security, but the proposal's 
expanded sweep ofinformation tobewithheld is 
unreasonably broad. 

WHAT YOUCAN DO: ByAugust16,urgethe 
Dept. of Homeland Security not to unneCi!SSarily 
undermineenvironmental prote.::rionsork�pim­
portant information from the public. If you are 
rushedfortime, youcansenda message from 
NRDC's Earth Action Center at 
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bttp-flwww nrdrnrg/artjon/. Or, rompos.eand 
send you own message. 
Cont�d infonn<llion: 
Department of Homeland Security 
Environmentai Pianning.. Office of Safety andE,.,. 
vironmcnt 
Washington, D.C. 20528. 

e-mgjl· pdmjp-S&E(II')bn.dhs.roy 
Fax: 202-772-9749 

E. Only o1te brlghl spot In a" abysmal 

Interior Appropriations bill 
OnJune l7. the Hou$epasscd the 2005 1nte· 

rior ,\ppropriations b1ll with truly disastrous 
furw:lingcuts. As a result of SubcommiHee action 
(Rep. Charles Taylor, R-NQ. the federal portion 
of the Land and Water Conservallon Fund bas 
been virtually e!Jminated and the Forest �gacy 
Fund drastically cut for the coming fiscal year 
TheAdministntion's lnterior budgetrequl'St had 
included a few land·acquisition items for the 
Cumberland Plateau that are crucial if wcare to 
protect these extremely valuable lands. It 1S not 
clear if a.�!..): of these will be rescued in the final 
bill.  

A "conservation package" offourgoodbipar· 
tisao amendments was offered to the bill; three 
failed. They would have: {a) phased out snow­
mobiles from Yellowstone; (b) restored conscrva­
tio n o f native species as a requiremmt for m­
tiona] forest maMgement; (c) stoppl'd the slaugh­
ter of bison that wander out of Yellowstone in 
search of winter food. 

The bright spot is tbat one part of the pack· 
age, the "Tongass Subsidy Amendment." did 
makl' it. As a result, taxpayers would not be 
forced to subsidize newlogging roads onthe Ton· 
gass National Forest. also lmuwn as America's 
Ramforest, in FY2005. 

The amendm<.:nt must still pass the Sen�te 
and � signed by the President. lfit survives. a t  
least this part ofthe sub!iidyto tbe timber indus­
try w1ll cease. In 2002, the U.S. Forest Service 
spent S36 million preparing timber S<11es that 
only brought in $1.2 million in rt'venue and !lip­
ported only 197timber jobs·· that's a tax sub!iidy 
of SI78,0Cl0 perjob. 

F. Ten"essee Co�tgressmen 

workl"g for the envlronmeltt 
• TN Congressrnanjim Coopt'r (D·S) co-authored a 

bipartisan congrl'SSional letter (along with Rep. 
Tom Allen of Maine) to EPA advocating stronger 
emission rules for airborne mercury. Among ISO 
House members who signed the lettl'r were TN 
Congressmen Gordon (0·6), and Ford (0·9). 



Thank thtse three TN Congressmen. and ask 
yourswhy he didn'tjointhem. 

• Bart Gordon (D-6) is the only TN rep to support 
the Clean Water Restoration Act. He is also 
working for increased funding for clean-water 
programs, and is concerned about EPA"s "sewage­
blendin&" proposal uoder which sewage that is 
only partially treated could be blended with 
fully treated sewage during rainstorms andthen 
released into w;�terways. 

W•lter CronkUe suggests 

•n envlronmeJital platform 
/Wu/ltr Cronkite. lht zoord-fRmOIIS, rt­
sprcttd. former _CBS llt'W5 u11cllor. :VDJ 
11sktd by ThrNIIIIOII.com wh111 ht lhtnb 
lhr Drmocr11lic pllltform should bt. This 
was hi1 rtsponsr on tilt Nation's U'("b site 
wmw thcnatjgn .:gml 

�rhe Democrats should pledge to restore the 
environment to the status of a major concern. p.lt­
ting a new Department of the Environment on a 
par with State and Defense. At its heart will be 
a blue-ribbon p�nel of distinguished scientists 
who will identify the most pressing environ­
mental problems and prioritite t� departmenfs 
attacks uponthem. 

"The Secretary of the Environment will be 
an individual with a national reputation as me 
longdcdi(ated to the cause. fearless in condemn­
ing the �pe,ial interests and their politocal lack­
eys. (The platform wold promise that Ralph 
Nader would be offered the post whkh would 
serve to deflate Nader's third-party campaign.) 

"The Department of the Environment will, 
during inaugural week. begin the complete rever­
sal of most if not all. of the outgoingRepubliun 
Administration's actions involving the environ­
ment putting into effect stringent air and water 
regulations and eliminating favored t�atment 
for polluters who are regarded as special inter­
ests. The Administration will recognite ttte 
Kyoto Protocol ar.d become a leader in reversing 
global warming. including working to end the 
world's dependenceonfossil fuels. 

"In addition. the Administration will pro­
tect ourforests. marshes, lakes. rivers, roasts and 
wildlife from industrial and commercial devel­
opment and oil exploration. while recognizing 
the �alue of every living thing placed in wr 
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6. OAK RIDGII! AREA 

Sfafe of Te•ness•• R�spOII$e to 

•WII;tf's Happe•i•g with the 31000· 

acre Black O•k Ridge co•serv•­

tlon ••••me11t?11 

!Contribtltedby Devloslin] 
[njo,meof this year, TOVPand Advocates for 

the Oak Ridge Reservation (AFORR) at last re­
(eived a short progress report from the State of 
Ttnnessec's Department of Environment and Con­
servation (IDEC) on the effort to place approxi­
mately J,OOO acres onthe westem end of the De­
P"rtment of Energy's (DOE) Oak Ridge Reserva­
t1on under a permanent conservation easement. 
This report came some 18 months after then­
Governor Sundquist had formally announe«< an 
"Agreement in Pnnciple� betweo.-n the State of 
Tennessee and the DOE to conserve this Land 
(NL249 '{6i\) 

ln May ofthis year, TCWP aod AFORR had 
written a letter to mECs Commissioner Betsy 
Child requesting information on progress towards 
bringing this �Agreement in Principle" to a real­
ity. Tho:- promise to preserve both East and West 
Black Oak Ridgeand McKinney Ridge for conser­
vation nnd public recreation had been reached 
undl'r the Natural Resources Damage AssessrnMt 
as partial "payment for pollution damages� 
caused in the past to the waters of Watts 13ar 
Rest"rvoirby runoff from OOE Lands. The area is 
located behind and adJacent to Horizon Center 
nnd Heritage Center on Highways 95and 58. 

The letter to Ms. Child reminded her how 
the land had �n unanimously identified in 
2001-02 by a group of 20 local and statewide 
stnkeholders (The "Focus Croup") asan area pri­
marily suitl'<l for conservation of wildlife, plant 
life, and for recreation (hiking. bik.ing. hunting. 
wildlife-viewing, etc.) (NL247 '{8A). The Letter 
also cxpressed ooncemthat, (a) a long time had 
pass-ed with no apparent progress since the ini­
tial oral agfff'ment,. and (b) the pub!k has not 
been kept informcdonthis matter. 

On june 2. Commissioner Child responded 
that a schedule was currently in place that •will 
hopefu!ly make this matter move forward expe· 
ditiously." According to Child, uTDEC is rur­
rently engaged in negotiationsu and hope5 �to 
have Language in final form by the end of the 
summer'' for the signing ofan agreeml'nt. After 
that is a"omplished, both an �ecological 
evaluationu anduan agreement onthe [monetary! 
value of the easement" will need to be rea,hed 
The commissioner noted that the agreement 
would beforan �1ndefinite term.� as DOE retains 
the right to reclaim the use of the land "for�a-



sons of national security.- �N�vuth�l� th� 
purposes of the �asement will be ... to perma· 
nently conserve this land in a natural stat�,­
wro� Child. 

This l�tt�r has been received as goodnews by 
most. [1\th� subl;equenttwo months, however, we 
hav� heard nothing further about progress, and 
summeris rapidly drawing to a close. Both TDEC 
and DOE have remained remarkably quiet with 
regard to public announcements on the maucr 
since a public hearing was held by TDEC in Oak 
R1dgealmostexactly a year ago (Aug. S, 2003) to 
obtam ide..s for the management of the large 
area. At that hearing approximately 75dtizens 
expresse-d almost unanimous suppon for t h� 
agretment (NI..252 , 6A). 

Since that time, the City of O..k Ridge has 
publicly indicated a strong interest in developing 
approximat�ly 240 ocres on the eastern �nd of 
that section of the DOE reservation (adj�cel\t to 
Wisconsin Ave and below Whippoorwill Rood in 
Oak Ridge). Oak Ridge Mayor David Bradshaw 
has been� strong advocate for both this devcl· 
opmem and for the completion of the agreement 
onthe J,OOCI-acre ronservation�asement. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to CommiSIIioner 
Betsy Child (Tenn. Dept of Environment and 
ConservatiOfl. 401 Church Street. L&C Tower, 
Nashville, TN 37243-{)435) and to Manager of 
DOE's �k Ridge Operations c�rald Boyd {PO 
Box 2001, Oak Ridge, TN) expressing both your 
support for thisagreementand your ronremthat 
thepubliclsnotbeingkeptinformedon progress 
on this matter. 

Upcomln11 •ctltflties 
]Contribul•>dbySandraGoss] 

/FJ>f" •ddilional informotion on any of lllr liHrd 
�rr/S, Citi/ SI>ndrlt K. Goss �ti 865·522-J8Q9 (11 r· 
m�til •ks<>W'frsner.rnnd 

Teonrsw Eorx:;ts ar� the topjc Tur:;day Aug 3! 
john Wund of Tennessee Forests Couocil will  

be th� featured speaker at our Summer 1-lember­
ship meeting. Over the past s�veml months, the 
issues of clearculling and forest ronv�nioos have 
been steadily in the public eye. join usat this 
ml'(!ting tolearn moreaboutwhat is happening to 
Tenn�·s precious forests. The Tenn� For­
ests Council, of whi'h TOVP is a member, is a 
growing coalition of organi:tations acrOSII th� 
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state th�t is building gr.�ssroots suppon for pro­
tecting OOJrnative hardwoodforests. 

The meeting Wtll beheld August 31 at 7:00 
p.m. m the Craft Room of th� Oak Ridge Civic 
Center. R�freshments �fter th� talk. For more in­
formation, call Sandra K. Goss (contact info 
above). 

Vglun[msprnnctj!ed nnpubhc !andsDay 
� 

Worthington Cemetery E'ological Study 
Area at Elza Gate !'ark will again be the site of 
OOJrNational Public Lands Day c�lebration/work 
sessiononSaturday morning..�pt�mbo:r !8. Come 
joinusforQI.Jrexatic pest plant removal pro;ect. to 
befo11ow�d by a picnic. 

The WORK SESSION will begin at 8:30a.m. 
Voluntet-rs should bring gloves, loppers or sh�ars, 
and ram prot('(;tion, and wear sturdy shoes. Ad­
ditional tools wi11 be furnished. jobs will include 
removingpin�'Sthat are �ncroaching onth� glade 
areas, as well as removing privet, multiflora 
rose, andmimosa fromthroughout thc Area. 

To celebrate our work. a PICNIC LUNCH 
will bcserved f� ofcharge at Eiza Cate Park a t  

Cbk!MyeQ[ylhkcfvrniSrptf'!Dbpr? 
M�mbersofthe Servtce Committee are final­

izing arrangC'ments for an O..k Ridge City !ltk� 
event, tentiii!Vely scheduled forSep(cmber. This 
event will featur� hikesof various difficul!ies en 
Oak Ridg�'s trails and greenways. C.tt tb."� f"'<'" 

Ann,af MegUng Sglurday Ort ?J 
We have the date, and details will be sent 

in a separate mailing later this month. As in 
past years, a Silent Auction will be held during 
the meeting. [f you hav� some items for th� auc­
tion, Start Wiling them aside oow. If youcan"t 
bring them along yourself. ca11 Sandra at 86S-522-
3809 and she wtl! make arrangem�nts to pick 
th�m up. 

c. Selected TCWP •ctions, 

M•rch·M•y 2004 
[ContribtJted byCindyKendrkk] 

We arc continuing oor periodic updat� en 
what keeps th� TCIVP Board, staff. �nd commit· 
tee members busy. In NL255 '19B and Nl..256 
'lllC, we summnrized the first five months of 
this year. Here isa list forJuneand july. 

!rttern([liCommcnts(C) 
SACE"s letter supporting Climate Stewardsh1p Act 

(L) 



US Climate Action Network's letter supporting 
Climate Stewardship Act (I.) 

TOVP letter supporting Oimate Stewardship Act 
(L) 

Lettersto \Vampand Duncansupportingconserv�­
tion items in Interior Appropriations Bill (L) 

Letters toGov. Bredesen,.SenatorsFrist and Alex­
andcr, andRep.Wamp opposing dismantling of 
Roadless Rule (I.) 

TN Oil & Cas Rule changes (Q 
Oil & Cas rule comments (w/TCWN and NI'CA) 
TECs letter requesting moratorium on A RAPs (I.) 
SACE letter supporting dean ;�ir for p<�rks (BART 

and Clean Air Interstate Rule) (I.) 
SAC£ letter to Pres. Bush requesting TVA comph­

aroce withOean Air Acct(L) 
NominoJtioo of a TOVP Boord member for American 

Land Conservation Award 

MCftincsaucndM aod/or organjzrQ 
Cumberland Creen {Piateau watcr issues) 
Alliance for the Cumberlands Director SeMch 

Committee 
Community Shares Coordinators 
City of OR Mayor and City Mgr regarding oon.�erva-

tiooeasement 
TN Forest Coalition 
Emory Valley Greenway 
Water Issues Committee 
Service Committee 
Mailing Committee 
TCWP Boord 

""""" 
lssued/posted actionalerts/flyers: 

Zeb Mt mining permit modification 
Oil & Gas rules hearing/oomm�nt period 

To Forest Coalition stat\"candidatessurvey 
TCWI' exhibit at S..Cret City Festival 
l'rovided canoe aod gcar fordelivery of mouotaio-

E'���;'f'Jl!�a���!f.:�. o.R. c.,.t,.., B•�, 1/>-• 

12. JOBS; CALENDAR; R'f:SOURCe:S 

·· ­
A position on the Little Tennessee Watershed 
team. LenoirCity. maybe available for some out­
staodiog student whois detail-{)riented and 
hMd-working. The region covered by the water­
shed team includes Fort l.oudoun, Tclliro, nnd 
Fontana Reservoirs and th<"ir tributaries. Jobdu­
tiesronsist oflearning permitting (fordocks,etc.), 
field checks forsuch permitting {identificationof 
rewurces), and water-quality improvement pro­
j«ts. The water-quality prO]ects, which offer 
great networking opponunit1es, would mvolve 
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represl'nting 1VA at coalit10n meetings, so good 
people-skills are a must. Anyintemor contractor 
who shows good promise would have an excellent 
shot at ontof scvrral entry-level positions TVA 
hasopening up thissummeror fal!. More details 
are available from Ella Christina Guinn (Tina), 
TVA, Little Tennessee Watershed Team, HWY 
IA-I..Cf, 804 Hwy 321 N, Ste. 300, Lenoir City, 
TN Jn71·6440, ph: 865/988-2463. fax: 865-988-
2426, ccguinn®tva.gov 

oo Eycnt'an"drad!inesultndar (For det�i!s, 
cht.::k the referenced NL item; or contactSandra 
K. Coss, 865-522-3809. � 

• Aug. 16, Comment deadline for Dept. of Home­
taOO Security's proposal to weaken NEPA (,50, 
this Nl..). 

o Aug. 2), Comment deadline for Western Arctic 
Res<'rve {,SC, this NL) 

o Aug. 28, Nashville, 7-11 p.m. SACE'sGreenhouse 
Effect !'arty at the Crccnhouse Bar will bencfit 
the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy's work to 
clean up coal-fired power plants in Tennessee and 
across the Southeast. Visit the "What's New" 
sectiononwww rlrMenrrgy.org. Purchasetick­
ets by going to www l£3mgr<•monljne rom. 

• Aug. 31, TC:WP program on forests {,7 A, this 
Nl..). 

• mid-Sept., comment dta.dline for Roadless Rule 
{'fl. this Nl..). 

• Sept. 11, Comment deadline for Cumberland Gap 
1\'HI' Plan (,4A, this Nl..) 

• Sept. 13, commentdeadlinefor ForestService's 
OHV regulations ('15A, this Nl..). 

• Scpt. 17-19,Can•p 0coee, l'arksville Lake, Dog­
wood Alliance Annual Membership Meeting. 
Contact mjrhrt!t•®dorwopdal!i�ncr rom 

• St-pt. 18, WorthingtonCemetery work dayand 
picnicto celebrate l'ublic l..ands0;�y (,7A, this 
NL). 

• Oct. 23, TCWI' Annual Meeting ('17A, this NL). 
o Oct. 27-29, 2004 Southeast Watershed Roundta­

bleand Tennessee Watershed Roundtablt, Nash­
ville. Go to www gmthra�twaterfomm org ore­
maii SEforumMlbrllsouth.nM.{14E, this Nl..). 

• Nov.7, 7:00 p.m., Watkin' )im Stoltz (a 
manwho has walked almost 25,000miles 
through NorthAmerican wildlands) and 
his "Forever Wild" show at UTC's new 
University Center auditorium. Sponwred 
by a UTC department and the Cherokee 
Chapter ofthe Sierra Club. To reserve 
tickets, e-maii Susan Faidtey at � 
rrero5!J[Iilcanb!inl: net. 



.. ........ 
• �Roadless Art-as of th� South�:-rn Appalachians; 

whatwe lost aodwharwe st.:lnd to lose" i s a  
highly informative, illustr.Jted report b y  the 
Southern Environmental law Center, theSouth­
ern Appalachian Forest coalition. and two Vrr­
ginia groups. Contact�or 
sclcyp(lhr!rya org· or cali 88S-SFOREST, 

• "S!rategic lgnorance: whythe Bush Administra­
tionrs recklesslydestroyinga century ofenviron­
mental progress,"by Cari Popt:> and Paui Rauber 
For purchase information. go to 
wwwsjrrQduhprg/bpoh orcali 41S-9n-5600. 
A spKial web site, www strategjQrnnranq com 
willoontinue to followand documenttheBush 
agenda highlighted in this book. 

• "Mountain Doers, H by Amy Rawe, in the 
july/ Aug. 2000 issue of HOPE magazine (No. 38). 
is an informative article about SOCM ("A small 
bandofTenni!'S�residentstook ontheroal com­
p.�niesand won··and thentook onthc nccdsof 
the entire statt'"). From founding President J.IV. 
Bradley to current President l·loward White, and 
always with Director Maureen O'Connell - an in­
spiring tale ind�d! 

• lhisLandis Your Lamr isa short film(now 
available on DYD)on ForestServ�management 
of National Forests. Billed asan eye-opener, tht 
film, presentecl by theSierraOub, featurKin­
terviews with politicians on both sides, lonner 
Forest 5ervicepersonnel. biologists and other1 
calling for anendto the tax-payersub$idi:tiMI 
timber sales. Sendyourorderto 
nfpi!®fprrstpdyocate.org or406-542-7565. A$5 
donation is suggested, butnoorder will� rcfused. 

• "Nature-Friendly Ordinances. '"publisht!d by the 
Environmentai Law lnstitute {ELI) and writtenby 
EU Senior Attorney James M. McEifish. Jr., shows 
howlocal governments can ronserve hvtngre­
sou�and ltabitats using familiarland-use 
tools. Based on land management guidelines de­
veloped by the Ecological So<:iety of America, 
thebook showshow land-use ordinances canad· 
dress issues of habitat ronservation,. ecological 
function,.watershed management, and ronserva­
tionof diverseplants andanimals. Co to 
hlWI/wwwelisto•rnrglbooks dcrajl><n?t!)•l 
"" 

• Undera cooperativeagreement from EPA, the 
Center for Watershed Protection ha� published 
t� first thre(' manuals in CWP"s "Urban Subwa­
teTShtd Restoration Manuai SeriK". Thtsefles is 
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designed toassist local and statemanagers in 
craftingurbanwalt'rshed restoration plans. The 
manuals "'"t're wr.tten in a format "that can be 
easily a«:essed by watershed groups. municipi!l 
staff, environm�>ntal consultants andother users.· 
Each manualos approximatelylOO pages long. 
and some also include a CD with software toen­
abledata rolle<tion and storage. Contact Dawn 
r.�mke at Southeast Wate�hrd Forum 




