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9. ACTION SUMMARY

INo| Tssue Contact "Message!" or Action

TA_|Sculing of Roadless Rule US Forest Service [“The proposed rule jcopardizes fastwild forests!”

1B | Southem Appatachianforests USFS Chief Dalc Bosworth|*Protect the few wild areas we have leftin SE!™

28 | Proposed TN ot & gas regs Gov. Bredesen “Need improvements toprotectourvaluedstreams!”
3A | Cross.ridge mining Gov. Bredesen “Enforcewater-quality faws againstmine pellution!"
3B | Abandoned Mine Lands Fund US re “Include i in AMI. tion!™
4A | Cumberland GapNational Park | Superintendent Support protection for Park’s natural resources

5A | OHVsin national forests US Forest Service “The draft rules need strengthening!”

5C | Oil in Nau. Petroleum Reserve’ | BLM Withdraw destructiveplan; keep safcguards !"

5D | Atiacks on NEPA Dept. of Homeland Security |80 not undermine environmental protctions!”

6 | ®ak Ridge conservationeasement | TDEC and DOE. Specd progress on agreement and inform public?™
Senator John Doc The Hon. John Doc Pres. George W. Bush Governar Phil Bredesen
Unitcd States Senatc U, Houseol Represcnatives  The Whi House State Capitol
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 2051 Washington, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37

-9872
202.456.1414; Fax 4562461 615-741-2001; qu sns 532-9711
i i hil,

Dear Senator Dot Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr.President Dear Gov. Bradesen
Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respectfully yours, Respectfully yours,
Sen. Bill Frist: Sen. Lamar Aexander Rep. Zach Wamp
Ph: 202.224-334; FAX: 202.228-1264  Ph: 202-224-944; FAX: 2022283398 Phone: 202-225.3271
‘e-mail: hiupe/frist senate. gavicontact.cfm  e-mail: hup:/alexandcr.senate.gov/contact cfn FAX: 2022253494
Local: 865-602-7977 Local: 865.545-4253  (FAX 545-4252) Local: 8655761976

‘Web: www.house.gov/wamp

To altany Rep or Senato, disl Congressional switchboard, 202224 3121, To find out abaut the satus of ifs, call 202.225 4772
URLS: hup://www.house. and nate. gov/ : hup:fiwww lev.org
Note that mait to Congress is still stow !ollowlng the anthrax scare. Considcr faxing. phoning, and ather modes of communi ation

WHAT 1S TCWP?

[TCWE (TennesseeCilzens for Wilderness Planing) s dedicated (o achieving and perpeluating protection of natura

lands and waters by f the private sector. While our first foaus|
is onthe Cumberlandand Appalachian ngmnsnl East TennsSsee, ourefforts may extend to the rest of the sme and the
nation. TCWP's strength lies i issue, informing and educati

and the public, interacting with groups having similar obrctives, and working through he.

federal, state, and local fevels.

ITCWP: 130Tabor Rd.. Oak Ridge, TN 37830.

President: Cindy Kendrick, 865:336-6382 (h).

[Executive and Membership-Development Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809; SKGoss@esper.com
[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, 865-482-2153. Intemet: hitp:// tewp)




1. DON'T LET THEM SCUTTLE
THE ROADLESS RULE
FOR OUR NATIONAL FORESTS!

A. The proposed new policy
will end protection
The Roadless Area Conservation Rule, de-
veloped with unprecedented public input in the
late 19905 and adopted by the Forest Service in
January 2001, protects ourcountry'slast remaining
intact forests from future road building and wm-
mercial logging. National Forest Inventoried
Roadless Areas, a total of 58.5 million acres, are
covered. The Rulethus ensuresthe pratection of
vital watersheds, unspoiled open space, andbio-
logical diversity, andit provides
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Administration to actually weaken protections.
The proposed new process would impase highly
burdensomerequirements onthe states to develop
the petition and help prepare the subsequenten-
vironmentalanalysis. Evenin states that are not
oriented towardthe timber industry, few (if any)
governors are likely to spend their limited re-
sources and political capital asking the Forest
Service toprotectthe remaining wild areas when
they well know that, at the end of the process,
the final decision ontheir requestgets to be made
by Mark Rey, the former timber-industry lobby-
ist. And, evenif a petition is accepted, this docs
not automatically guaranie protection; the Ad-
ministration “shall make the final decision on
any State-speaific inventoried roadless area

tion opportunities for ournation

FromDay One, the Bush Administration has
found numerous clever methods of attacking the
Roadless Rule. First, the White House froze the
Rule’s implementation. The public comment proc-
esswas reopened (resulting in even more support).
While leaving roadless prohibitions on the
books, the Justice Department failed to defend
them in the courts. In 2801, the Administration
allowed the Forest Service to make exceptions to
the Rule in order toaddress forest-fire and public
safety concerns. But now comes the ultimate at-
tack: the Administration isn‘t justmodify ing the
Rule-itisinetfect endingit in its ertirety.

The new policy announcedon July 12 will set
upa processwhereby goverors with roadless na-
tional forest areas in their States must, (a) decide
what areas they would like to see protected, and
(b) petition the Department of Agriculture for
suchprotection. After that, it is still at the dis-
cretion of Mark Rey, Undersecretary of Agricul-
ture, and former timber-industry lobbyist. to al -
lowordisallow protection of the requestedareas.

Prospects are dim, based on the evidence to
date. When a govemorasks for what the timber
industry wants, he gets it; if not, he doesn’t. The
governorof Alaska demanded Ioggmg in the Ton-
gass National Forest, and Forest Service
promptlyexempted the Tongass fmm the original
Roadless Rule, then prepared several roadless
area sales. On the other hand, the governor of
Oregon strongly opposed an immense timber sale
proposed fora partially burned roadless area in
the Siskiyou National Forest, but the Forest
Service ignored him and decidedto move forward
with the sale

Allowing Governors to “opt-in" for roadless
protection essentially eliminates national protec-
tionsfor roadless areas. Pro-development states
like 1daho and Alaska couldin fact petition the

cule The new policy is thus a
highly cynical way for the Bush Administration
n without seeming todoso.

stration is of course greenwash
ing their proposed new policy. In announcin
Secretary of Agriculture Ann Venneman stated,
“Our actions today advance President Bush’s
commitment to cooperatively conserving roadless
areas onnational forests.” She failed to mention
that three years ago, on May 4, 2001, the Admini-
stration made a public promise to “uphold” the
Roadless Area Conservation Rule to protect the
last remaining wild areas of the National For-
ests. Flip-flop?

Here are someadditional points to corsider.
Without the Roadless Rule in place, decisionson

an,
backto the individual forestplans. Nation-
wide, these plans allow road building inan av-
erage of 59 % of the 58.5 millionacresof invento-
ied roadless areas (the percentage is much
higher in the Southeast. see 1B, beiow). Thus,
once the draft regulations are finalized, most
coadless areas will become vulnerabletonew
road constructionfor logging, cnergydevelop-
ment. andothercommodity uses.

The new policy would upend the tong tradition
of consistentlyapplying uniforin laws and stan-
dards to public lands across the country, and
would replace it with a hodge-podge of differ-
entrulesfor forests in differentstates. - ltig-
nores the fact that these are federal, not state,
lands. Protecting the lands within our national
forests is supposed tobe the job of the US Forest
Service, not the jobof stategovernors whosim-
ply don't have the staff or expertise. New Mex-
ico Gov. Bili Richardson aptly called the new
plan "anabdication of federal resposibility.”
These public lands belong to a!{ Americansand
shouldbe managed in accordance with national




cynical scheme that's afoot

laws and public participation. In the largest
public-participation process in U.S. history,
over2.5 millioncitizensfrom acrossthe country
have already loudly told the Forest Service
that they want to “opt ir” for protection. At
hearingsacrossthe nation, including manyin the
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West, over 95% ofthe commenss
the Roadless Rule (97% in the

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The Bush proposal is
opento public commentuntilaboutmid-
September. Many of you have commented on the
Roadless Rule in the past, but please raise your
voice yet again tolet the administration and the
world know thatthe public wants our national

res cted - not given away to corporate
special interests. Tell them how much you value
large naturaland roadless areas; and howthe
proposed new Rule jeopardizes the nation’s last
wild forests.

/o Content Analysis Team
USDA; Forest Service

0.
Salt Take City, UT 84122

E-mail: statepetitionroadless@fs.fed.us

Fax: 801-517-1014

In additionto providing comments, write a letter-
w-theeditorso others, too, will know about the

State | Roadless| Roadless | Mifcs of | Miles not
acres acres at | roadsin | opento
cisk if Rule | national | passenger
is scuttied vehicles
AL | 12436 | 11298
GA 63,661 55,198
utheast). NC 172,000 [2
SC 8,000
T 84,715
VA 387,674

Roadless areas of the Southern
Appalachian forests in jeop.
[Condensed from a ceport” by the Seuthern Avpalxhl:n
Forest Coahtien, Southern Environmental Law Centet,
and collaborating groups}

In six states of the Southern Appalachians,
USFS-inventoried roadless areas make up only
13% of the national forests, well below the ra-
tional average of31%. There are altogether only
728487 acres of roadless areas in the national
forests of AL, GA,NC, SC, TN, and VA that were
protected by the Roadless Area Conservation
Rule. [Anaverage of only 0.41% of these states
total acreages are within Roadless Areas, rang-
ing from 0.04% (AL, SC) to 1.43% (VA).] 1f the
Bush Administration succeeds in scuttling the
Rule (see 1A, above), 553,000 (that is, 76%) of
these 728,487acres would be placed into manage-
ment designations that allow road construction
and/or logging, which are not presently allowed
under the Rule (see table). That is, only 3% of
the total national forests acreage for these six
states would be protected fromloggingand other
destructive activities.

[ Totat | 728,487 |

More than 12000 miles of reads already
traverse the Southern Appalachian national for-
ests (with 38% of these open to passenger vehi-
cles, see table). The maintenance backlog for
these existing roads in six states is over
$206,119,642, rangingfrom $17million 1o $53 mil-
lionfor individual states. Should we build more
roadsat taxpayer expense?

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact USFS Chief
Dale Bosworth (address below) and ask him to
keep the Roadless Acea Conservation Rule intact |
Forourown area, remnd himof some of the facts
in the above article. Remind him also that 97%
of the comments received by the Forest Service
from cit zens of the southeastern Appalachian
area supported the complefe.prafection of all
roadiess areas.

Dale Bosworth, Chief, USTS,

4NW Vates Federal Bidg,

201--14 Street SE, Washington, DC 20250.
202-205-1661; dbosworth@fs.fed.us

*For a complete copy of this excellent, illustrated

report, contact safc®safc.ory or
seleva@seleva.org;

or call 888-8 FOREST,

A.

2. OBED AND BIG SOUTH FORK

Proposed oil & gas regulations ig-
nore recommended improvements

Almost exactly two years ago, an oil well
blew outin Morgan County and seriously polluted
the Clear Creek, a major component of the Obed
Wild & Scenic River, andits Whites Creek tribu-
tary. In addition to the initial spillage, oil con
tinued to leach into the rivers for many months
from saturated rocks and soils, and recreational
useofthe affected portion of Clear Creek had to
be suspended until May of this year.



At the time, it appeared that the only good
thing that might comeofthis accident was a ma-
jorimprovement inthe way the state of Tennesee
regulates oil exploration and extraction. The
Commissioner’s Oil & Gas Study Committee was
convened by the state. Many citizens and citi-
zens’ groups worked long and hard researching
the situation and contributing detailed comments
to the this committee, which eventually pro-
duced aconstructivereport

Unfortunately, the regulations that are aur-
rently being proposed virtually ignore the rec-
ommendationsof the study committee, thus wast-
ing the considerable effort that was expended by
its membetsandby the contributing citizens. In-
stead, the p regulations reflect the inter-
ests ofthe oil & gas industry. Mostof the changes
actually relax requirements - reduce bonds, extend
schedulesfor closure, waive permits and applica-
tions in favorof merenotification, reduce signage,
and reduce inspection.

arty on July 29, the Tennessce O1l & Gas
Board held hearings in Nashville on these pro-
posed revisions ~ a time and place not particu-
larly welcoming to input from citizens that live
near the areas where most oil & gas activities
take place. Written comments had to be submit-
ted by the date of the hearings. Nevertheless,
TCWP managed to provide short mmments.

Soon after the July 2002 disaster, an interim
policy was putinto effect that strengthened the
safeguarding of streams in Morgan, Scott, and
Fentress Counties. Included was a 330-foot buffer
zone around streams. These interim protections
have lapsed, and drilling may again be as close
as 100 feet from streams, and the distance be-
tween dikes and water as little as 25 feet! The
Cumberland Plateau, which has recently been
designated as an international BioGemn (NL255
94A), is home to some of the world’s outstanding
streams that provide habitat for unparalteied
species diversity. It is incredible that these pra-
posed rules should putthesestreamsat risk.

The TCWP comments make several addi-
tional points aboutthe proposed rules.

No opportunity is provided for the publicto be-
ofor drilling .

plications.

Bonding requirement are quite inadequate. The

costs incurred at Clear Creek, when fully calcu-

lated, will be a great multiple of the bond
by th i

the
Measures for vmeymmg blow-outs are not suffi-
ciently specified

Because protection of our vital watersheds is of
paramount importance, the Division of Water
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Pollution Control should have an oversight role
inoil & gasactivities.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The deadline for com-
ments haspassed, but if you are upsetaboutthe
proposedregulationsand about the way the proc-
esshas beenhandled, contact Gov. Bredesen (ad-
dress on p2)

Obed land acquisition:
none to date

Last year, the Obed Wild & Scenic River re-
ceived an appropriation of $750,000 for land ac-
quisition (NL254 91A). It was a miracle in a
year when Congress appropriated virtually ro
acquisition funds anywhere else, and it couldn't
have happened without concerted citizen effort
and resulting support from Congressmen Wamp.
and Davis and from Tennessee’s senators.

But 8 longmonths have goneby without even
one acre of land having been acquired. Soon af-
ter the appropriation was announced, local Na-
tional Park Service (NPS) staff traveled to At-
lanta to present pertinent documerts, maps,
to NPS's Southeast Regional ®@ffice (SERQ),
which is handling the acquisition process.

Unfortunately, the Dept. of Interior has re-
cently decreed that appraisers must now be re-
quested from Washington, and this has badly
slowed the proceedings. Appraisal costs {and
the costsof any survey's that might need to pre-
cede appraisals) come out of the appropriated
§750,000. These amounts can be quite substan-
tial,

As of June, only three appraisals have been
ordered, andletters have been sent to another 10
landowners. The order in which landowners are
contacted is basedon a tier sy stem set up by the
Land Protection Plan, which unfortunately does
notprioritize tracts accordingto their ecological
or scenic value, or take into acconnt any poten-
tial threats to the lands. it is knownthat there
arequitea few willing sellers of Obed tracts, but
notall ofthese may, in fact, receive letters.

Of the current Obed WSR lands, only some
are government-owned infee title; onmany tracts,
NPS ownsonly aneasement. Todate, there are 16
scenic easements and 5 trail easements in the
Obed WSR. ATV trails and logging have en-
croached onsomeof these easements. NPS saves
only little money by buy ing easements in lieu of
fee title; the former cost 80% of the latter, onav-
erage. For these reasons, fee acquisition is pre-
ferred by NPS - and by mostlandowners too.




c.

New mining in watershed
threatens BSF mussel recovery

‘The Big South Fork NRRA is one of the last
remaining refuges for freshwater mussels in the
world. Several months ago (NL25¢ §1B), the
National Park Service (NPS) gave final ap-
proval toan excellent plan to protect the 26 mus-
sel species (including 6 federally praeced ones)
that still inhabit the Big South Fork, and to rein
troduce some of the over 40 additional species
that oncelived there (NL247 92B). This effort is
now threatened by the resurgence of coal mining
in the watershed, an adivey likely fo undo 30
years of water-quality recovery.

Cross-ridge mining (= mountaintop removal)
isa growingpractice in the watershed (13, this
NL). The National Park Service in April sent
comments to OSM regarding two coal-mine per-
mits in the New River watershed. The letters
state that while the BSF National Area is not
opposed to mining in the headwaters, it is op-
posed to receiving degraded water quality that
may affect NPS resources. Several provisions of
the legislation that authorized the Big South
Fork NRRA are cted tha clearly put the law on
the side of not permitting mines that would jeop-
ardize water quality downstream. Furthermore
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years after the National Park Ser vice took over
management from the Corps of Engineers. Com-
siderable opposition to the first draft of the
GMPresuted inNPS embarking ona major revi-
sion (with another round of hearings, commens,
etc) intended to be based on analyses of re-
sources, useandimpac patter ns, carrying capac-
ity, etc. as had beensuggesedin critiques ofthe
fira draft (NL235 §1; NL239 {2A). The revi-
sionalso incorporatesa trails-managemert plan.

Now the final documentis about to be re-
leased. Copies may be requested ahead o time

% ina var iety of formats: (a) on CD (in PDF for-

ma); (b) on paper (NPS advises that each
prnted copy coss the taxpayer S4l; or (c)
downloaded fom the web site at
wwiwnpsgov You canplace your order by
pes m.| (BISO_Superintendent@nps.gov) or by
calling 423-569-9778.

3. COAL MINING: A MENACE
TO THE CUMBERLANDS

A. 400-mife water trip
delivers mountaintop-removal
to the

the Sur face Mining and Control and
Act of 1977 itself prohibits any operations
“which will adversely affect any publicly owned
park ...” [SMCRA, Sec. 522(e)(3)]. And, on top of
everything else, the State of Tennessee has des-
ignated the Big South Fork Cumberland River,
which receives effluents from New River, as an
Outstanding National Resource Water (ONRW),
the highest tier of protection afforded by the
Clean Water Act. Permits granted by OSM in the
face of all these provisions of law should cer-
tainly beregarded as completely illegal,

Many of the mining sites tha polluted the
BSFNRRA's riversinthe pag are presently being
considered for "t emining” to access deeper seams.
of coal, the excuse being that once-abandoned
sites canbe reclaimed afer the ar ea is re-mined.
With regard to “re-mining,” the manner in which
the Abandoned Mine Land Program is reauthor-
ized (38, this NL) will have a majorimpact on
future pollution of the Big Sovth For k.

BSF Management Plan
about to be released
Work on the General Management Plan
(GMP) for the Big South Fork National River
and Recreation Area began in early 2000, 26
years after the Area was authorized, and 10

Four mountaintop removal sites are already
active in Tennessee, and 12 moreare pre
TVA (NL253 93A).  Euphemistically called
crossridge mining, the version practiced 1n our
state consisw of moving the overburden around
and replacing ¢ on the flat bench that remains
after the horizontally-layered ceal has been re-
moved. Sounds good, but the loose soil of what
was oncethe topofa mountainwill sooner or later
(usually sooner) wash orslide downthe slope into
the nearest stream. Cross-ridge miningthus Icads
toa delayed - rather than instant - hollow fill.

That's why this type of mining, even more
than conventional strip mining, is very much a
water (as well as land) issue. [ssuanceof a permit
requires approval of the Tennessee Water Control
Division, as well as that of the federal Office of
Surface Mining (OSM). With little hope for help
from OSM, citizens appalled by mountain-top
removal are appealing 1o the state

July24 saw the endof a 400-mile 16-day re-
lay organized by Save Our Cumberland Moun-
tains (with the help of TSRA and canoe clubs) to
deliver a jugof mine-polluted water to Gov. Bre-
desen. along with an appeal to him to help s
preserve our mountaintops from  stripmining,
More specifically, the message urged the Gover-
norto ensure that our water-quality laws be more
strictly enforced.




Muchofthe ongoing and proposed mountain-
top removal is located in the watershed of the
New River, oneof the twomain stems of the Big
South Fork Cumberland River. The Big South
Forkhas only recently recovered from decades of
mine pollution (see also 92C, this NL), and the
State of Tennessee has designated the portion of
the river that receives effuents from New River
as Outstanding National Resource Water, the
highest tier of protection afforded by the Clean
Water Act.

The journeyofthe jugof mine-polluted water
therefore beganat Leatherwood Ford in the Big
South Fork NRRA. Canoeisk paddled through
waters swollen by recent heavy rains, portaged
Angel Falls, and eventually handed over the jug
to other boaters in Lake Cumberland. Still others
took it the length of the Cumberland River and
its various reservoirs. There were seven relay
teams along the route, and close to 100 boats of all
kinds joined the groupthat finally delivered the
message at the dock below the Coliscum in
Nashville

The message received, 1DEC C
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money posted by the operator before he begins
miningto insurethat the land will be reclaimed
after mining is complete. This provision would
thussubsidize”re-mining”and take away the in-
centive for correcting current mining damage,
while draining the Fund for reclaiming past (or-
phan) mines.

The good news is that, onJuly 16, because of
large public pressure, the Senate Energy Commit-
tee decided not to bring uponeof these badbills,
which was sponsored by Sen. Thomas (R-WY). In
the House, AML reauthorization was, with much
cynicism, attached to a bill that would have
opened the Arctic refuge to oil & gas drilling
(Chose yourpoison!) This bill fortunately did not
make it (§58, this NL) The Tennessee delega-
tion split along party lines. Rep Lincoln Davis
(D-4" Distr.) voted in oppositionwith the rest of
his party, ever though he had beencampaigning
on extending the AML programy; he deserves our
gratitude.

The badnewsis that it looks as if this Con-
gress may adjoum before an improved
of the AML Program is even con-

Betsy Child arranged a September meeting with
SOCMandothers to hear about the mountaintop-
removal impacts and to discussthem. We'll be
watchingtosseeif encreteaction ensucs.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Gov, Phil Bre-
desen (address p.2) and urge himto strictlyen-
force Tennesseewater quality laws under which
mountain-top removal would not be permitted.
Remind him that the State of Tennessee hasdes-
ignated the Big South Fork Cumberland, which
receives effluents from New River, as Qutstand-
ing National Resource Water, the highest tier of
protection affordéd by the US Clean Water Act,
and that the Big South Fork is the heart of the

BSFNRRA.

Abandoned Mine Lands Fund:
good and bad news

Todate, 27 years after authorization of the
Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) program, fewer
than 20% of orphan-mine sites across the country
have been reclaimed, and the program is set to
expire unless reauthorized this year. Unfortu-
nately, the bills that were introduced to achieve
this reauthorization (NL25¢ §4A) included a
numberof harmful provisions, oneof the worst of
which wastogivethe money that goesinto fund-
ing the AML program (2 35¢ per-ton fee on air-
rently minedcoal) tothe coal companies for their
performance bond. The performance bond is

shouldincludea numberoffeatures.

sidered, let alone passed. In view of this possi-

bility, the Citizens Coal Council is looking at op-

tions for a one-year extension of the present pro-
cam.

Reauthorization of the present program
$4
(instead of 52) million, and Tennessee (which
operates undera federal, instead of a state, pro-
gram) should be given the same minimum fund-
ing guarantee as other states. Tennessee has
9,60 acres of high-priority sites that would
take $33 million toreclaim; currently we receive
$1-51.5 million peryear.

General welfare sites (e.g., those impacting wa-
ter quality} should continuetoreceivepriority.
‘The per-ton fee (currently 35¢) should notbe cut
(as proposed bythe Administration), and should
net begiventothe coal companiesfor payment of
their performance bonds

The program should be reauthorized for % (in-
stead of just 15) years.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact both senators
and your representative (see p.2 arid urgethemto
support AML reauthorization that includes the
features enumerated above.




A.

4. AROUND THE STATE

Cumberiand Gap National Nistori-
cal Park preparing GMP

Cumberland Cap National Historical Park
is a little jewel in the comer of Tennessee, Ke:
tucky, and Virginia. Of its ~20,000 actes, ~14,000
are managed a wilderness, and among the natu-
ral resourcesofthe park are spectacular cliffs and
rock formations, 24 caves, clear mountain streams,
a large highland bog. and a fascinating variety
of plant and animal species, including several
threatened and endangered ones on federal or
state lists. The park was authorized in 1940 to
protect the historic Cumberland Gap, including
the Warrior's Path of the American Indian and
the Pioneer Wilderness Road; naturally it wn-
tains many cultural resources in addition to its
natural ones. Recent completion of $280-million
twin-bore tunnels has removed motorized traffic
fromthe surface in a location that provides spec-
tacular views

Cumberland Gap NHP has recently auw
nounced the start of a comprehensive planning
process that will result in a General Management
Plan (GMP)/Environmental Impact Statement
(E1S) that will guide park management for the
next 10-15 years. Between August 10 and August
12, three public meetings will be held to define

the issues. Based onthis input, the Park Service
will developalternatives.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: You may not receive this
Newsletter intimeto attendanyof the August
meetings, but your comments will be welcome until
September 11. Gc!park mfarmanon from
ht

1
Su pports(nngenlpmtechon for'thepark'sout-
standing naturalreso

Contactinformation

Mark Woods, Superimendent

an\berhnd Gap NHP

P.O. Box 1848

Middlesboro, KY 40965-1848.

606-248-2817; CUGA Superintendent@nps.gov.

State’s land.acquisition initiatives
In Gov. Bredesen's balanced budget that
passed the General Assembly in June, he restored
nearly all of the land acquisition funds totaling
almost $17 million annually (NL256 §3A). In
addition, he allocated nearly $3 million for the
acquisition of 8,000 acres of forests in the Cumber-
land Range known as the Bedsole Tract This
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property is widely regarded as one of the most
important biological systemsin the country.

The state 1s currently working with the
Friends of South Cumberland State  Recreation
Area and The Conservation Fund to add nearly
7,000 acres from the Fiery Gizzard Trail to the
South Cumberland Recreation Area using re-
sourcesfromthe |and Acquisition Fund.

C. Bowater, Inc. donating land

to Cumberland Trail State Park

It was announced onJuly 1 that, onthe occa-
sion of the 50" anniversary of the company’s Cal-
houn, Tenn, operations, Bowater Inc. would dedi-
cate 3700+ acres of pristine woodlands to the
Cumberland Trail State Park (CISP). Inctuded s
a donation of 610 acres that will connect segments
of the CTSP's Rock Creek, Possum Creek, and
Soddy Creek Trails. In addition, conservation
easements will be made in the North Chicka-
mauga, Piney River, and Stinging Fork Pocket
Wilderness Areas, and in the Upper Piney River
Gorge of the Cumberland Trail system. These
lands will be combined with the state's recent
purchase of 4,500 acres in northera liamilton
County to permanently protect rearly 50 trail
miles on312acresinthe company's Pocket Wil-
demess areas, which are located throughout the
Cumberland Plateau.

Bowater also announcedplars to work with
the State of Tennesseeover the next year to study
the company’s Cumberland Plateau lands that
may be appropriate for additional protection.
The study will cover lands that are adjacent to
Tennessee state parks and trails, as well as gulfs
and coves,

The Dogwood Alliance, based in Ashcville,
NC. commendedBowater for beginning to listen to
the volces of environmental groupsand scientists
who have been calling on the company to protect
the endangered foresk of the Cumberland Pla-
teau. The Alliance poini outthat the 3700 acres
represent roughly 1% ofthe company‘sTennessee
holdings namely 343,000 acres, of which ap-
proximately 240,000 acres have already been
convertedfrom native hardwood foress to short-
rotationloblolly pine plantations

The Alliance calls on Bowater to protect
Plateau forests andsupport sustatnable logging in
this region for generations to come. The company
could do so by making a long-term commitment to
stop logging in the most pristine or *endangered”
forests throughout the Plateau, to practice good
forestry on lands where logging is appropriate,
and to maximize the use of post-consumerrecycled
fiber i all of their products.




The Cumberland Plateau is globally recog-
nized forits outstanding biodiversity andhas re-
cently been designated asoneofthe world's dozen
BioGems (NL255 §4A). These last remaining in-
tacthardwood forests in the South, provide criti-
cal habitat formigratory songbirdsand countless
other species, protect water quality, contribute to
a strong tourism and recreation economy, and con-
tribute to the quality oflife for people through-
outthe region.

Environmental groups
urge moratorlum on issuance
of siconm:diterstion permits

nnessee'ss treams andwetlands are receiv-
ing Py fromadequate protection against damag-
ing developments. Nine Tennessee environmental
groups, including TCWP, have contacted Gov.
Bredesen, deploring the damage to, and destruc-
tonof, numerousvaluable aquatic resourcesbyac-
tivities that are sanctioned by the Department of
Environment and Conservation's (TDEC's) permit
process. The letter cites ARAPs (Aquatic Re-
source Alteration Permit) that were issued de-
spite well-based analytical opposition from the
environmental community.

“It is apparent that the process does not
work," says the letter. “Tennessees waters are
being degraded almost daily wilh permission of
the state;in someareas high quality waters are
being impaired orlost.” Amongseveral examples
cited are the cross-ridge mining operation at Zeb
Mountain({see also 934, this NL), the filting of
wetlands by a WalMart at South Chickamauga
Creek, and the dredging, herbicide use, and tree
removal in Reelfoot Lake, which is designated an
®utstanding National Resource Water (highest
designation).

The groupsask the govemor to issue an ex-
ecutive order pronoundinga one-year moratorium
onissuance of ARAPs, including pending permits.
Duringthis time TDEC would establish an advi-
sory committee to suggest improved permitting
procedures.

E. Watersheds and biodiversity
The Southeast Watershed Forumhas issued
areportsubtitled “Community Guide for Restora-
tion of Native Fish & Aquatic Species. Because
of its great variety of landforms and resulting
habitats, the southeastern USA is blessed with
moreaquatic freshwater species than any other
region ofthe country - 62%of the country’s fresh-
water fish species, and?5%ofthe mussel species.
Unfortunately, as noted in the chapter by Gary
Myers, Executve Director of the Tennessee Wild-
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life Resources Agency (TWRA), aquatic resources
are rapidly approaching a crisis point: almost
400aquatic species are in trouble in some portion
of their range. About34% of all North American
fish species and 90% of all mussel species listed
as endangered or threatened are found in the
Southeast. Much of this is the result of rapidly
deteriorating water quality.
For copies of Southeast Watershed Fowm
publications, 80 to
heastwaterforum.org. The Forum is
Sponsoring a Tennesseeevent inOctober (38, this
NL)

5. NATIONAL ISSUES

of off.
(ONVs) in national forests)
linformation fromwildernessSociety|

A growing swarm of dirt bikes, four-
wheelers and  other off-highway vehicles
(OHVs) is roaring throughour public lands, carv-
ingupfragile areas, polluting the air and water,
and frightening wildlife. On some forests, ATVs
anddirt bikes can travel virtually without limit
across hundreds of thousands, even mullions, of
acres. In 2001. the Forest Service estimated that
60,000 miles of unauthorized roads, many ille-
gally blazed by off-road operators, scar our na-
tional forests nationwide. The numberhas
markedly evensincethen. The Forest Service has
failed to effectively manage OHV useor consis-
tently enforceeven ik ownmostbasic rules onoff-
roa

US Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth now
considers this one of the four greatest threats to
national forest, and has asked his agency to de-
velop rules to address it. Unfortunately, the
drait rules the USFS released on July 7, while
representing a small step in the right direction,
stop farshort of what is needed

The most uscful of the proposed changes

Prohibitcross. country motorized travel across
entire forests.

Allow ATV anddirtbikeuseonlyon roadsand
off-road vehicle routes specifically designated
for suchuse;and,

Allow foreststo begin route designationswithout
first inventoryingor mapping unauthorized user-
created or “renegade” routes.

The proposal falls farshort, however, in the
following provisions:



« Itfailsto reflectthe urgency ofthe matter.
Thereisno schedule for startingor completing
the studyandfor designating routes forOHV

use.

« Itis virtually silentabout addressing the serious
problemofunauthorized orrenegade routes

= It does not clearly require the Forest Service to
study the negative impactsof specific routes it
mightconsider openingtoOHVs.

o It toboost the
mentand enforcement ability

TCWP co-signed a letter to the USFS In

April, urgingstrongregulatory reform. The letter
noted that notonly must the Service develop
regulations, but it mustrequest additional funds
from Congresstoenforce them. Simply restrictmg
OHVs to designated roads and trails
enough. The letter outlined a comprehensive set
ofcommon-sensepolicy reforms.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The deadline for com-
ments isSeptember 13,2004, Please telithe Forest|
Setvicehowconcerned youareaboutOHVs inna-
tional forests, andurgethemto strengthen the
draftrules by citing someof the points fromthe
above article.

Contactinformation:

Proposed Rule for Designated Routes and Areas
forMotorVehicle Use

/o Content Analysis Team

POBox221150

Salt Lake City, Utah 84122-1150.

Y Lus
Fax: 801-517-1014

Another attempt to open the
Arctic Refuge is dropped, but ...

In oneof the most cynical efforts yet, the
House of Representatives prepared a bill for floor
action injunethat would have opened the Arctic
Refuge andthen earmarked the speculative reve-
nues from drilling to the Abandoned Mine Land
{AML) reclamation fund(see¥3B, this NL). For-
tunately, the United Mine Workers, whom the
politicians were courting, saw through the ploy
and the bill wasdropped

- now they're moving to exploit
the ecologically unequalled
Western Arctic Reserve

Thwarted bythe publicin its efforts to open
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to drilling,
the Bush Adminstration and the oil companies
arenowusingthe rise in gasoline prices as a pre-
text to sacrifice another of America's greatest
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natural treasures — Alaska's Western Arctic,
This plan was announced in Anchorage just as
Congresscecessed for the Reagan funeral, so the
rest of America has heard wvirtually nothing
aboutit.

The centerpiece of the plan is a proposal to
lease rights for oil and gas development in the
Teshekpuk Lake region-- oneof the most impor-
tant tundra-wetland ccosystems left onourplanet.
This vast network of coastal lagoons, deep water
lakes, sedge-grassmeadows and braided streams
provides the critical calving groundsfor caribou.
Teshekpuk Lake is the biological heart of the
western Arctic, the summernesting and breeding
ground for hundreds of thousands of migratory
birds of many species that arrive here each year
from 32 of the lower 48 states as well as from
countriesas far south as Argentina.

Teshekpuk Lake lies within the western re-
gion of what is known as the “National Petro-
leum Reserve-Alaska,” set aside nearly a century
ago. But Congress also stipulated that this oil
field betapped onlyintimeofdire national need,
and it mandated protections for the wildlife and
native peoples (whose subsistence comes from
huntingand fishing inthe area). Ourgoverment
kept oil rigs out of the Western Arctic Reserve
even during the darkest days of World War 1
and the oil embargoofthe 1970s. Asa result, most
of the reserve has remained pristine — its prime-
val beauty unmarred by roads, oil rigs or other
signs of human interference. [nterior secretaries
sincethe 1970s have recognized the need forspe-
cial protectionin the Teshekpuk Lake area.

An extensive study by scientists and native
peoples during the last two years of the Clinton
Administration recommended that ol leasing in
the National Petroleum Reserve should be done
only with stipulations for setting aside approxi-
mately 13percent ofthe studyarea, mostly rivers
and lakes, including Teshekpuk, as protected ar-
eas. The studyalso stipulated a ban on pernanent
roads across the fragile tundra (restricting useto
temnporary winter “ice roads”),

The Bush Administration now peopases to
eliminate these safeguards. n addition, #t plans
to put not orly the Teshekpuk region but 96% of
the reserve’s wildlife-filled northeast region on
the auction block.

Drilling in the Western Arctic would have
nocffect ongas prices at the pump. Oil from the
area wouldtake years togetto market and would
neverequal more than oneortwo percent of Amer-
ica’s oil supply-- a tiny drop in the bucket of our
nation's oil cosumption,



WHAT YOU CAN DO: By Aug.23, &
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http:// i ion/. Or

a11.907-272-3430 toSusanChild, Northeast
NPR-A PlanningTeam, BLM, 222 W 7% Ave., An-
chorage, AK 99513.759; 07 g 0 BLM's web site

. Tell the Bureau of Land
Management to retain existing protections forthe
Reserve's world-class wildlife habitats.
1£ youdon'thavetime tocompose a message, a
quick wayto make yourvoicecount istodoit elec-
tronically via

uﬂm.wzxzwor

Dept. of Homeland Security
threatens to undermine NEPA
(FromNRDC}

rom

The Department of Homeland Security is
currently establishing its policy for complymg
with the National Environmental Policy Act
NEPA requires that when a particular activity
has the potential of damaging the environment,
there mustbe public notice, public involvement,
and an analysis of the action for potentially
harmful consequences.

When the Department of Homeland Security
was created, it brought22 federal agencies under
it authority. It therefore has tremendousreach
overactivities that couldaffect our environment,
such as Coast Guardactivities in our nation's wa-
ters orBorderPatrol activities in the wildlands
ofthe southwest.

Instead of complying with NEPA's opengov-
ernment purpose, however, the Dept. of Home-
land Security's proposed policy would undermine
the law in twosignificant ways.

« It would create "categorical exclusions” to
NEPA, ie., exceptions that would allow agen-
cies to carry out activities that are likely to
harm the environment and wildiife habitat
without ever having to let the public know or
evaluate the mrsequences.

« It would limit public information by directly
authorizing the department to withhold any in-
formaion it deems "sensitive.” Currently only
classified information can be withheld, in order
to protect national security, but the proposal's
expanded sweep ofinformation tobewithheld is
unreasonably broad.

WHAT YOUCAN DO: ByAugustls,urgethe
Dept. of Homeland Security not to unnecessarily

keepim-
portant information from the public. 1f you are
rushedfor time, youcansenda message from
NRDC's Earth Action Center at

send youownmessage.

Contact information:

Department of Homeland Security

Environmental Planning, Office of Safety andEn-
vironment

Washington, D.C. 20528,

Fax: 202-772-9749

Only one bright spot in an abysmal
Interior Appropriations bill

Onjunel?, the Housepassed the 2005 Inte-
rior Appropriations bill with tiuly disastrous
fundingcuts. Asa result of Subcommitiee action
(Rep. Charles Taylor, R-NC), the federal portion
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund has
been virtually eliminated andthe Forest Legacy
Fund drastically cut for the coming fiscal year.
TheAdministration's Interior budgetrequest had
included a few land-acquisition items for the
Cumberland Plateau that are crucial if weare to
protect these extremely valuable lands. It 1s not
clear if any of these will be rescued in the final
bill.

A“conservation package” of fourgoodbipar-
tisan amendments was offered to the bill; three
failed. They would have: (a) phased out snow-
mobiles from Yellowstone; (b) restored conserva-
tionof native species as a requirement for na-
tional forest management; (c) stopped the slaugh-
ter of bison that wander out of Yellowstone in
search of winter food.

The bright spot is that one part of the pack-
age, the “Tongass Subsidy Amendment,’ did
make it. As a resul, taxpayers would not be
forced to subsidize newlogging roads onthe Ton-
gass National Forest, also knuwn as America’s
Raunforest, in FY2005.

The amendment must still pass the Senate
and be signed by the President. 1fit survives, at
least this part ofthe subsidyto the timber indus-
tey will cease. In 2002, the U.S. Forest Service
spent $36 million preparing timber sales that
only brought in $1.2 million in revenue and sup-
ported only 197timber jobs-- that's a tax subsidy
0f 178,000 perjob.

Tennessee Congressmen

working for the environmen:

TN Congressman]im Cooper (B-5) co- aulhnred a
bipartisan congressional letter (along with Rep.
TomAllen of Maine) to EPA advocating stronger
emission rules for airborne mercury. Among 180
House members who signed the letter were TN
Congressmen Gordon (D-6), and Ford (D-9).



Thank these three TN Congressmen, and ask
yourswhy he didn'tjointhem.

Bart Gordon (D-6) is the only TN repto support
the Clean Water Restoration Act. He is also
working for increased funding for clean-water
programs, and is concerned about EPA's “sewage-
blending” proposal underwhich sewage that is
only partially treated could be blended with
fully treated sewage during rainstorms andthen
released into waterways.

Walter Cronkite suggests

an environmental platform
Iwalter Cronkite, the word-famous, re-
spected, former CBS news anchor, was
asked by TheNation.com what he thinks
the Democratic platform should be. This
was his oponss o the Nation's web site
wwe, thenation.com]

The Democrats should pledge to restore the
environment to the status of a major concern, put-
ting a new Department of the Environment on a
par with State and Defense. At its heart will be
a blue-ribbon panel of distinguished scientists
who will identify the most pressing environ-
mental problemsand prioritize the department's
attacks uponthem

“The Secretary of the Environment will be
an individual with a national reputation as one
fongdedicated to the cause, fearless in condemn-
ing the special interests and their political lack-
eys. (The platform auld promise that Raiph
Nader would be offered the post. which would
serve to deflate Nader's third-party campaign.)

“The Departiment of the Eavironment will,
during inaugural week, begin the complete rever-
sal of most, if not all, of the
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6. OAK RIDGE AREA
State of Tennessee Response to
“What's Happening with the 3,000-

tion aasement?
(Conteibutedby Devfoslin)

Infuneof this year, TCWPand Advocates for
the Oak Ridge Reservation (AFORR) at last re-
ceived a short progress report from the State of
Tennessee's Department of Environmentand Con-
servation (IDEC) onthe effort to place approxi-
mately 3,000 acres onthe western end of the De-
partment of Energy’s (DOE) Oak Ridge Reserva-
tion under a permanent conservation easement
This report came some 18 months after then-
Governor Sundquist had formally announced an
“Agreement in Principle” between the State of
Tennessee and the DOE to conserve this land
(NL249 {[6A),

In May ofthis year, TCWP and AFORR had
written a letter to TDEC's Commissioner Betsy
Child requesting information on progress towards
bringing this “Agreement in Principle” to a real-
ity. The promise to preserve both East and West
Biack Oak Ridgeand McKinney Ridge for conser-
vation nnd public recreation had been reached
underthe Natural Resources Damage Assessment
as partial “payment for pollution damages”
caused in the past to the waters of Watts Bar
Reservoirby runoff from DOE lands. The area is
located behind and adjacent to Horizon Center
and Heritage CenteronHighways 95and 58.

The letter to Ms. Child reminded her how
the land had been unanimously identified in
200102 by a group of 20 local and statewide
stakeholders (The “Focus Group”) asan area pri-
marily suitod for conservation of wildlife, plant
lite, and for recreation (hiking, biking, hunting,

Administration's actions involving the environ-
ment, putting into effect stringent air and wate!
regulations and eliminating favored treatment
for polluters who are regarded as special inter-
esw. The Administration will recognize the
Kyoto Protocol and become a jeader in reversing
global warming, including working to end the
world's dependenceonfossil fuels.

“In addition, the Administration will pro-
tect ourforests, marshes, lakes, rivers, coasts and
wildlife fromindustrial and commercial devel-
opment and oil exploration, while recognizing
the value of every living thing placed in our
care.”

g, etc)(NI.247 48A). The letter
a]so cxpmssed concernthat, (a) a long time had
passed with no apparent progress since the ini-
tial oral agreement, and (b) the public has not
beenkeptinformedonthis matter.

On June 2, Commissioner Child responded
that a schedule was curcently in place that “will
hopefully make this matter move forward expe-
ditiously.”  According to Child, “TDEC is atr-
rently engaged in negotiations” and hopes “to
have language i final form by the end of the
summer”for the signing ofan agreement. After
that is accomplished, both an “ecological
evaluation” and”an agreement onthe [monetary)
value of the easement” will need to be reached.
The commissioner noted that the agreement
wouldbeforan “indefinite term,” as DOE retains
the right to reclaim the use of the land “forrea-




sons of national security” “Nevertheless, the
purposesof the easement will be ... to perma-
nently conserve this land in a natural state,”
weote Child.

This letter has been received as goodnews by
most. Inthe subsequenttwo months, however, we
have heard nothing further about progress, and
summeris rapidly drawing toa close. Both TDEC

DOE have remained remarkably quiet with
regard to public announcements on the matter
sincea publichearing was held by TDEC in Oak
Ridgealmostexactly a year ago (Aug. 5, 2003) to
obtam ideos for the management of the large
area, Atthat hearing approximately 75citizens
expressed almost unanimous support for the
agreement (NL252 1 6A).

Since that time, the City of Oak Ridge has
publicly indicated a strong interest in developing
approximately 240 acres on the eastern end of
that section of the DOE reservation (adjacent to
Wisconsin Ave and below Whippoorwill Road in
Oak Ridge). Oak Ridge Mayor David Bradshaw
has beena strong advocate for both this devel-
opmentandfor the completion of the agreement
onthe 3,000-acre conservationeasement.

WHATYOU CAN DO: Write to Commissioner
Betsy Child (Tenn. Dept. of Environment and
Conservation, 401 Church Street, L&C Tower,
Nashville, TN 37243-0435) and to Manager of
DOE's Oak Ridge Operations Gerald Boyd (PO
Box 2001, Oak Ridge, TN) expressing both your
support for thisagreementand your concernthat
thepublicisnotbeingkeptinformedon progress

on this matter.

7. TCWP NEWS

Upcoming activities

[Contributed by Sandra Goss|
(For additional information on any of the listed
events, call Sandra K. Goss at 865-522-3809 or e-
mail - possemper.com)

re the topil 21

John Wund of Tennessee Forests Council will
be the featured speaker at our Summer Member-
ship meeting, Over the past several months, the
issues of clearcutting and forest conversions have
been steadily in the public eye. Join usat this
meeting tolearn moreaboutwhat is happening to
Tennessee's precious forests. The Tennessee For-
ests Council, of which TCWP is a member, is a
growing coalition of organizations across the
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state that is building grassroots support for pro-
tecting ournative hardwoodforests.

The meeting will beheld August 31 at 7:00
p.m. in the Craft Room of the Oak Ridge Civic
Center. Refreshments after the talk. Formore in-
formation, call Sandra K. Goss (contact info
above).

Ve a on Public Lands

Worthington Cemetery Ecological Study
Area at Elza Gate Park will again be the site of
ourNational Public Lands Day celebration/work
sessiononSaturday morning, September 18. Come
joinusforourexotic pestplant removal project, to
befollowed by a picnic.

The WORK SESSION will beginat 8:30a.m.
Volunteers should bring gloves, loppers or shears,
and rain protection, and wear sturdy shoes. Ad-
ditional tools will befurnished. Jobswill include
removingpinesthat are encroaching onthe glade
areas, as well as removing privet, muititlora
rose, andmimosa fromthroughout the Area.

To celebrate our work, a PICNIC LUNCH
will beserved free ofcharge at Elza Gate Park at
noon.

ike event, Septe 4
Membersofthe Service Commttee are final-
izing arrangements for an Oak Ridge City Hike
event, tentatwely scheduled forSeptember. This
eventwill feature hikesof various difficulties on
Oak Ridge’s trails and greenways. Catl Sapecs o

Annual Meeting, Saturday, Oct.23

We have the date, and details will be sent
in a separate mailing later this month. As in
past years, aSilent Auction will be held during
the meeting. If you have someitems for the auc-
tion, start setting them aside now. If youcan't
bring them along yourself, call Sandra at 865-522-
3809 and she will make arrangements to pick
them up.

Selected TCWP actions,
March.-May 2004
(Contributed by Cindy Kendrick]

We are continuing our periodic update on
what keeps the TCWP Board, staff, and commit-
tee members busy. In NL255 9B and NL256
911C, we summarized the first five months of
this year. Here isa st forJuneand July.

letter supporting Climate Stewardship Act



US Climate Action Network's letter supporting
Climate Stewardship Act (L)
TCWP letter supporting Climate Stewardship Act
L

Lettersto Wampand Duncansupporting conserva-
tion items in Interior Appropriations Bill (L)

Letters toGov. Bredesen,SenatorsFrist and Alex-
ander, andRep.Wamp opposing dismantling of
Roadless Rule (L)

TN Oil & Gas Rule changes (C)

Oil & Gas rule comments (w/TCWN and NPCA)

TEC letter requesting moratorium on ARAPs (L)

SACE letter supporting clean air for porks (BART
and Clean Air Interstate Rule) (L)

SACE letter to Pres. Bush requesting TVA compli-
ance withClean Air Acct(L)

Nomination of a TCWP Board member for American
Land Conservation Award

and/or

Cumberland Green (Plateau water issues)

Alliance for the Cumberlands Director Search
Committee

Community Shares Coordinators

City of OR Mayor and City Mgr regarding conserva-
tioneasement

TN Forest Coalition

Emory Valiey Greenway

Water Issues Committee

Service Committee

Mailing Committee

TCWP Board

Actions
Issued/posted actionalerts/flyers:
eb Mt mining permit modification
Oil & Gas rules hearing/comment period
Tn Forest Coalition statecandidatessurvey
TCWP exhibit at Secret City Festival
Provided canoe and gear fordekvery of mounsain

removal messaj
P T 2B, 0 8. Godar Barren, 7fat

12. JOBS; CALENDAR; RESOURCES

A position on the Little Tennessee Watershed
team, LenoirCity, maybe available for some out-
standing student whois detail-oriented and
hard-working. The region covered by the water-
shed team includes Fort Loudoun, Tellico, and
Fontana Reservoirs and their tributaries. Jobdu-
tiesconsist oflearning permitting (fordocks etc.),
field checks forsuch permitting (identificationof
resources), and water-quality improvement pro-
jects. The water-quality projects, which offer
great networking opportur ties, would involve

NL257,8/9/04
14

representing TV A at coalinon meetings, so good
people-skills are a must. Anyinternor contractor
who shows gnod promise would have an excellent
shot at oneof several entry-level positions TVA
hasopening up thissummeror fall. More details
are available from Ella Christina Guinn (Tina),
TVA, Little Tennessee Watershed Team, HWY
1A-LCT, 804 Hwy 321 N, Ste 300, Lenorr City,
TN 37771-6440, ph: 865/985-2463, fax: 865-988
2426, ccguinn@tvagov

Events and deadlines calendar (For details,
check the referenced NL item; or contactSandra
K. Goss, 865-522-3309, skeoss@esgec.com

* Aug.16, Comment deadline for Dept. of Home-
land Security’s proposal to weaken NEPA (45D,
this NL).

« Aug.23, Comment deadline for Western Arctic
Reserve (5C, this NL).

* Aug. 28, Nashville, 7-11 p.m. SACE'sGreenhouse
Effect Party at the Greenhouse Bar will benefit
the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy's work to
clean up coal-fired power plants in Tennessee and
across the Southeast. Visit the "What's New"
section on wwiw.cleanenergy.org. Pur(ha5el|tk~
etsby going to www.|

. Aug 31, TCWP program on forests (17A, this

. .ma Sept., comment deadline for Roadless Rule
(41, this NL).

« Sept. 11, Comment deadline for Cumberland Gap
NHP Plan (34A, this NL).

« Sept. 13, commentdeadlinefor ForestService's
®HV regulations (I5A, this NL).

« Sept. 17-19,Camp Ocoee, Parksville Lake, Dog-
wood Alliance Annual Membership Mecting.
Contact michel liance.co:

« Sept. 18. WorthingtonCemetery work dayand
picnicto celebrate Public LandsDay (17A. this
NL).

» Oct. 23, TCWP Annual Meeting (37A, this NL).
« Oct. 27-29, 2004 Southeast Watershed Roundta-
bleand Tennessee Watershed Roundlable, Nash-
ville. Go to www.southeast
mail SEForum@bellsouth.net. ("AE this NI J
* Nov.7, 7:00 p.m., Walkin' Jim Stoltz (a
manwho has walked almost 25,000miles
through NorthAmerican wildlands) and
his “Forever Wild" show at UTC's new
University Center auditorium. Sponsored
by a UTC department and the Cherokee
Chapter ofthe Sierra Club. To reserve
tickets, e-mail Susan Faidley at ever-
reen50@




Resourms

« “Roadless Areas of the Southern Appalachians:
whatwe lost aodwhatwe stand to lose” isa
highly informative, illustrated report by the
Southern Environmental Law Center, theSouth-
ern AppalachianForest coalition, and two Vir-
ginia groups. Contact safc@safc.orgor
selcva@seleva.org; or call 888-8FOREST,

» “Strategic Ignorance: whythe Bush Administra-
tionts recklessly destroyinga century of environ-
mental progress, ” by Carl Pope and Paul Rauber.
For purchase information, g0 to

books orcall 415-977
A special web sne ww
wand
agenda h.ghngmea in this book.

* “Mountain Doers,” by Amy Rawe, in the
July/ Aug. 2003 issue of HOPE magazine (No. 38),
is an informative article about SOCM (“A small
bandof Tennesseeresidenstook onthecoal com-
paniesand won--and thentook: onthe needsof
the entire state”). From founding President .W.
Bradley to current President Howard White, and
always with Director Maureen O'Connell - an in-
spiring tale indeed!

« “ThisLandis Your Land” isa short film(now
available on DVD)on ForestServicemanagement
of National Forests. Billed asan eye-opener, the
film, presented by theSierraClub, featuresin-
terviews with politicians on both sides, former
Forest Servicepersonnel, biologists and others
calling for anendto the tax-payersubsidized
timbersales. Sendyourorderto

vocate.org, ord06-542-7565. A$S
donation is suggested, butnoorder willbe refused.

« “Nature-Friendly Ordinances, “published by the
Enviconmental Law Institute (ELI) and writtenby
ELISenior Attorney James M. McElfish, Jr., shows
howlocal governments can conserve livingre-
sourcesand habitats using familiarland-use
tools. Based on land management guidelines de-
veloped by the Ecological Society of America,
thebook land-

dress issues of habitat conservation, ecological
function, watershed management, and conserva-
tionof diverseplants andanimals. Co to

tore.org/books_detailasp2lD=1,
0989.

+ Undera cooperativeagreement from EPA, the
Center for Watershed Protection has published
the first three manuals in CWP's “Urban Subwa-
tershed Restoration Manual Series”. Theseries is
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designed toassist local and statemanagers in
craftingurbanwatershed restoration plans. The
manuals were writtenin a format “that can be
easily accessed by watershed groups, municipal
staff, environmental consultants andother users.
Each manualis approximately108 pages long,
and some also include a CD with software toen-
abledata collection and storage. Contact Dawn
Lemke  at Southeast Watershed Forum.






