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13. ACTION SUMMARY

INo| issue Contact "Message!" or Action
AT Arrropnations for Cumberancs |

3A | State land-acquisition funds Gov. Bredesen [“Thank youso much for restoring funds!”

3C [ Tennessee ConservationVoters | TCV (see box) Support their work

4A | Abandensd Mine Lands Fund Sen Alexander; Rep Duncan |"Reauthorize program for 25yearsand impro

4C | Mountaintop message to govemor | Jonathan Dudley Offer to join the boaters' relayto deliver message
5D | Development near Norris State P (see box) | "Please oppose thi use of public fand"

68 [ Monemry setlementfor NS Road | Citizens for .. Swain County| Support their work

7C | Aueck onthe oadless Rule Your governor "Call on Pres, and USFS to keep the Rulc in place!”
9B | Global warming US Senators ~Support Mc Caln-Licberman bill!”

Senator John Doc The Hon. John Doe fres. George W. Bush Governor Pml Bredesen
United StatesSenate U.S. House of Representatives  The White House State Capi

Washington, DC 20510 Washington. DC 20515 Washington, DC 20500 N:shvllle TN 372439872

202.456.-1414; Fax 456-2461 615.741-2001; Fax 6155329711
y g o5

Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. Pr ident Dear Gov. Bredesen
Sincerelyyours, Sincerelyyours, Respectully yours, Respectfullyyours,
Sen. BillFrist: Sen. Lamar Alexander. Rep. Zach Wamp:
Pou 202.224.3344; FAX: XD-ZB-264 P 2002244944 FAX: 0028335 Phone: 202.225-3271

e-mai; hitpi//Fist senate. I: fcontact.c fm FAX: 2022253494
Local: 865.602-7977 ol 5481558 FAX 545.4252) Local: 865-576-1976
Web: www.house.goviwamp

To callany Repor Sertor, dial Congressional swichboard, 2022243121, To fnd outsboutthe satus of ik, cll 200.225-1772
URLS: hup://www.hous and v/ G info: hup:fiwww.lcv.ors
Note that mai 1 Congress 1 Sl low following 1h anthras seae. Consider faxing, phomng and other modes of communication.
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yK nfkl us 386 ) 2
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A.

| legislators for the Tennessee

1. CUMBERLAND PLATEAU

UrgeCongress to

fund Important land acquisitions
The Administration’s FY2005 Interior Ap-

propriations budgetsentto the Congress includes

the following land-acquisition requests for the

Cumberlands:

Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCEF):
Daniel Baone National Forest, KY, $500,000.
We need tosupport an increasein the Daniel
Boone’s land-acquisition allocation, since the
authorized borders of this NF includes the Ken-
tucky portion of the Big South Fork NRRA, as
well asmuch beautiful wild land adjacentto
Puickett.

Walls of Jericho, TN, $5.9 million.
This 9,430-acre tractin Franklin County
(Southern Cumberlands), includes native
hardwood forests, headwaters of the Paint
Rock River, caves, waterfalls, excellent migra-
tory bird habitat. and ahuge scenic gorgeon
Turkey Creek from which the tractgot its

name.
Cumberland Mountain, JacksonCy., AL $14
million

Contiguous to Walls of Jericho, but in a differ-
ent state — therefore, a separate request.

Cash Tract, TN, $1.5 million

This 2048-acre tractis adjacent to the Bridge-
slone/Firestone Wilderness Areaon the Caney
Fork. Its acquisition would link thatarea with
Fall Creek Falls State Park.

Nowit's up to the Congress to make the ac-
tual appropriations, and Congressdoesnot neces-
sarily rubberstamp the Administration budget
‘These projects in the Cumberlandswill be compet-
ingwith projects from all around the country for
very tight money. It is important for us to contact
the appropriate legislators (see Action Box, be-
low), and we don't have much time since suboom
mittee mark-up for "earmarked” funding usuatly
takes place in June. Inyourmessage stress the im
portanceofprotecting these areas in the magnifi-
cent Cumberland Plateau, a region that has re-
cently been named one of 12 BioGems, the most
significant endangered wild places in the West-
ernHemisphere (NL255 §4A)

WHAT, YOU CAN DO: Contact the following

projects: Congress-
men Lincoln Davis and Zach Wamp, and Senators
Alexander and Frist (see p.2 for phone and fax
info; writtenmail is still much delayed by an-
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thrax testing). - For the Daniel Boorie NF, call
Rep. Hal Rogers (202225 4601) and Sen. Mitch
McConnell (202-224-2541). s

Land protection around Rugby
Two large tracts adjacent to the Big South
ForkNRRA are in processof being protected as a
result of actions initiated by Historic Rugby.
Last year, Forest Legacy Funds were appropri-
ated for the purchase of the Ray/Gettelfinger
tract, which includes someof the Rugby Na-
ional Register District, and which adjoins the
Big South Fork NRRA as well as the White
Oak Creek flowing into it. The purchase process
has begun; TWRA will ultimately own the
property and manage it for forest conservation
andoutdoorrecreation.
This year, a 540-acre major watershed into
White Oak Creek just above its entrance into
South Fork NRRA is being acquired by
Historic Rugby from the Episcopal Diocese of
East Tennessee. A major portion of the tract
will beset aside in permanently protected natu-
ral areas.

Desired future conditions
for Cumberiand Plateau forests
[Contributed by Virginia Dalel

The Nature Conservancy Chapter of Tennes-
see(TNC) and Oak Ridge National Laboratory’s
Environmental Sciences Division have recently
beguna new research project examining regional
forestconservation within the Northern Cumber-
land Plateau in Tennessee. The project covers 2
million acres, extending from the Big South Fork
National Recreation Area through the Obed
Wild and Scenic River to the Crab Orchard
Mountains. This area has been designated as the
Northern CumberlandsProject Area by a partner-
ship of TNC and the Doris Duke Charitable
Foundation.

The project is designed to define desired fu-
ture conditions for the forests within this region
and bo determine gaps between these desired fu-
ture conditionsand currentconditions. This should
provide TNC with information necessary to guide
future forest conservation efforts on the Cumber-
land Plateau, The research should ultimately
lead to a new ecosystemapproach in advocating
sustainability of both public and private lands
and to the development of incentives to promote
sustainable management of forests outside of tra-
ditional preserveboundaries. The focuswill be on
non-industrial private forests because this type of
ownership covers almost three quarters of the re-
gion'stimberland.




D. Forum on Cumberland Count

“The Nature of Cumberland County” was the
subjectof a forum designed to increase community
appreciation and awareness of the area. The
event, coordinated by Louise Gorenflo, was held
on April 23 at Fairfield Glade and attended by
4560 persors. Representatives of The Nature
Consecvancy, TDEC, the Cumberland Trail Con-
terence, and the Cumberland County and
Crossville mayors made brief presentations;
there were several exhibits (including one by
TCWP); andattendees participated in workshops
w0 discuss issues. Forest management, urban
sprawl, land protection, and community determi-
nation of growth and development were among
the top concems.-- Representatives of several
conservation groups plan to meet for follow-up
discussions.

2. OBED AND BIG SOUTH FORK

A. Tite management of fields
in the Big Soutli Fork NRRA
Although the nearly 100 fields encompassed
by the Big South Fork NRRA constitute less than
1% of the total acreage, their management is of
importance notonly foritself butalso for what it
says aboutthe general philosophy concerning the
objectives of this valuable National Area. The
National Park Service (NPS) is therefore to be
in
1 corsolidared sategy for feld management
TCWP has commented on the Public Scoping
Document

Among seven recommendations made by
TCWParethe following:

+ Eradication of invasive exotics and restoration
of native vegetation should bethe first priority

« Inall protective efforts, natural operungs should
be given priority over man-made fields.

« Emphasis should be decreased on hay production
for horses, since this practice does not contribute
W the protection of naturaland cultural values.
Furthermore, hay can readily be obtained from
outside the National Area.

* Replacing fescue-dominated fields with native-
grass meadows would contributehugely tospe-
cies and habitat diversity,

B. Clear Creek section
reopened to public use

In late March, Phil Campbell, Unit Manager

of the Obed Wild and Scenic River, announced

that the section of Clear Creek from Double Drop
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Falls dowasizeam o Barmete Bridge is nowagain
This river

public use for health and safety reasons in Iuly

2002 after an oil well spill and fire affected the

area (NL247 91). _For more information, contact

Arthur McDade, Obed WSR, Wartburg. at 423-

346-6294.

Anoil well in the Lilly Bluft parking area
was suceessfully plugged this spring, with the as-
sistance of the state of Tennessce and private in-
dustry.

Obed climbing-impact
study completed
The Appalachian State University study o
carried out tractwith
the Obed WSR, has now been completed , Enti-
tled " Characterization of Plant Community
Structure and Abiotic Conditions on Climbed and
Unclimbed Cliff Faces in the Obed River Gorge,"
it can be dnwmoaded from the Obed web site,
http:/ /www. (in the Management

Do:umemsemnn)

The study sampled several sites for each
transect, including, () cliff-cdge habitat, (b}
cliff faces, and (c) talus area. Due to the time-
consuming nature of the field work, only three
climbed and three unclimbed transects were
measured at mostof six sites. Further, becauseof
the high level of variation in vegetation composi-
tion among sites, the individual site analyses
“would benefit froma larger samplesize at each
site.” Therefore, the study condudes, "we cannot
completely ruleout the effects of climbing for all
sites."

Perhaps the firmest conclusion is that the
“qo top-outpolicy" (i.e. climbers may notgoover
the top edge of the cliff but mustclimb down
again) is working. The study found no effect of
climbing on the very fragile edge habitat. On
cliff faces. there wasa slight shift in lichen spe-
cies composition in response to climbing.  Dis-
turbed vegetation was found in the talus areas,
butthere was noclear relation to climbing. On
Lilly Boulders cliff faces, there was a high corre-
lation between significant disturbanceand climb-
ing, but the authors consider this not convincing
because of the paucity of data points.

Resources management
in full swing at Obed WSR
ased on infermation from Nancy Keohane]

A great a numberof resourcemanagementac-
tivities are underway at the Obed WSR, and
moreareplannedforthe future. The following is
apartial summary.



« Exotic plants in the Clear Creek section be-

tweenBarnett and Jett bridges are being identi-

fied and mapped this summer (on a contract
with UT). Surveys have already been com-
pleted forall other sections of Clear Creek. An

NPS team from the Blue Ridge Parkway w

spend a week assisting in extirpation of exotics

inhighly infested areas.

Insect pests: Observation for Hemlock Woolly

Adelgid populations are under way. Gypsy-

moth traps have beenplaced in the field.

Effects of impoundmentsin the watershed.

- Aerial photography is being used to deter-
mine the exact number of impoundments in
the Obed watershed

- The USGS is completing a comparison be-
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nounced in Febroary (NL255 92A), and which
will remain in this year'sbudget
Gov. Bredesen also proposed $3 million in
non-recurring fundsfor acquisition of the Bedsole
Tract near Winchester in Carter County, a pur-
chase in which The Nature Conservancy is par-
ticipating. This is to bepaid for out of the $3.5
million the legislature amended into the state
land acquisition fundlast year. (To remind you:
considerable effort by conservation leaders everr
tually succeededin reducing last year's cut from
to 79%, so that $3.5 million was left --
NL25292C; NL%42C)

SVHAT YOU CAN DO: Besure tothankGayv.

Bredesen (ﬂddrf_s p.2) for restoring our land ac- -

tween a watershed witl
ments (Fox Creek) and one with very few
(Elmore Creek).

Biological assessmentand monito in

- As part of a deternination of critical habi-
tat for the endangered Spotfin Chub, the
USFW Service has funded a 2-year study on
Obed fish, mussels, other invertebrates and
water chemistry

~Inventory and monitoring surveys are under
way for bats, other small mammals, birds,
amphibians, repiiles, fish, and vegetation

Other projects in the works are a geomorphol-

ogy study, a soil survey and mapping, and a

fire-management plan.

3. STATE GOVERNMENT

GREAT NEWS: Governor Bredesen
restores land-acquisition funds,
starting NOW

GovernorBredesenannouaced on May 6 that
he is backing a budget amendment that adds $6
million in recurringfunds to the land-acquisition
accountsfor this year. Further, he expects to add
$6 million yearly for the next two years in recur-
ring funds sothat we will sconbebackup to $18
million annually. This total is approximately
what we were seeing in dedicated fundsprior to
the 2003-2004 budget. (Toremindyou: a year ago,
that budget included a plan to divert 100% of
state lands acquisition, local parks, wetlands,
and agricultural-resources-conservation funds --
derived from the real-estate “recordation” tax --
permaientlyinto the generat fund -- NL250 938;
NL251 ¥3B),

The $6 million isin addition to the $10 mil-
lion in noarecurring fundswhich the govero an-

S e greater.

Bills that passed; bills that fatied

The General Assembly adjourned on May 21,
andalthough it'll still bea few weeks until Ten-
nessee Conservation Voters (TCV) issues its am-
prehensive review of the session, we have used
TCV's Weekly Updates to prepare the following
report on those bills mostlikely to be of interest
to TCWP members(NL255 92C).

wing bill cted
State Park FundingAct of 2004,
SB2431 (Burchett)/ HB2274(Brooks).
Provides forany revenues collected in regardto
activitiesat state parks (including entry fees and
penalties) mbe depositedin the statepark lund
The

ties at state parks shall be self-sufficientby fis-
cal year 2007/08: marinas, campgrounds, golf
courses, cabins, giftshops, restaurants and inns.
Thelaw does not _equire that specificparks will
be closed ifnot self-sufficient.

Senttogovernor 5/20/2004

Fee exemptions - Sundquist Wildlife MngtArea,
$B2167(McNally)/ HB2672(Winningham).
Authorizes TWRA to issue free user permits for
horseback riding. bicycling, and ofthighwayve-
hicle useto people currenty residing within the
boundaries or having prope ty contiguous to the
boundaries of this wildlife management area.
Sentto governor 5/20/2004.

Waterpollution control,

SB2770(Graves)/ HB2584(McDonald).
AuthorizesCommissioner of Environment & Con-
servationto deny wastewater treatment dis-
charge permit if alternative means for disposal
exists. Commissioner may grant permits author-



izing discharges or activitiesincluding, but not
limited to, land application of wastewater, but in
granting such permits shall impose conditions, in-
cluding effluent standardsand conditions and
terms of periodic review.

Enactedas PublicChapter519

Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Act,

SB875(Ramsey )/ HB1568(McCord).

This bill, which started out with meaningful reg-
istration and permit requirements for OHVs, was
emasculated, leaving only an authorization to
develop guidelines on land selection, trail design,
and maintenance.

llowin, acted
Recordation taxdistribution,
SB3225(Miller)/HB3193(Garrett).
Wouldhave reinstated dedicated funding for
wetland, local parks, and state lands acquisition
after the 2004/05 fiscal year, but the bill became
moot following action taken by Gov. Bredesen
(43 A above). TCWP had repeatedly urged leg-
islators to passthis bill, and it was, infact,
passed by a majority of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, and unanimously by theHouseConserva-
tion and Environment Committee. The House

i . however, unwilli

pass it.

TN Forest Resources Conservation Act, SB934
(Fowler)/ HB1159 (McDonald).

required newor
chipmills of >30,000 tons/ year capacity to obtain
a permit from the Tennessee Dept. of Environment
& Conservation. TDEC would perform a forest-
resource review fortheareain questionand,
based on their assessment of the impact of the fa-
cility onlocal industries, the environment, tour-
ism and recreation, would either grant or deny
the permit. Thebill was opposedby the Tennes-
see Farm Bureau, the Tennessee Forestry Associa-
tion, andthe state Dept. of Agriculture. The Ad-
ministration asked for conversation and negotia-
tion time over the nextfew months in hopes ofre-
solving this issues before the next legislative ses-
sion.

ities,
SB2521(Trail)/ HB3206(Coleman)
A Sierra Club bill, also supported by TCV, it
would have allowed commissioner of TDEC to is-
sue stop-work order whensurface mining activi-
ties cause violation of water-quality regulations.
Administration asked for conversation and nego-
tiationtime over the next few monthsin hopesof
resolving thisand other issues beforethe next
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legislative session, and the bill was taken off no-

Water re-defined as "legally navigable,"
SB2515(Southerland)/ HB2525(Hawk).

A seriously bad bill, it would have limited the
definition of “water" in the Water Quality Cor-
trol Act to those waters that havebeen adjudi-
cated as legally navigable. Following opposition
by citizens’ groups and TDEC, the bill wastaken
offnotice.

Tennessee Conservation Voters
desorve support

The nonpartisan Tennessee Conservation
Voters {TCV), a coalition of 17 groups (including
TCWP), performs valuable service monitoring the
progress ofenvironment-related legisfation in the
Tennessee General Assembly. They publish
weekly (or morefrequent)e-mailed updates that
are free to interested environmentalists. The or-
ganization also issuesa scorecard of state legisla-
tors’ voting record s,modeled onthe scorecardsfor
members of Congress put out by the national
League of Conservation Voters (NL2% 92D).

TCV performs another set of important fuac-

) they lobby the Legislature (and Ad-

istration) on behalf of the (b)
they educate voters about environmental issues;
and (c) they try to infuence selected elections
whenthere is a clear difference in environmental
attitudes and records. A recent example of success
was Governor Bredesen’s announcementof a. sig-
nificant restoration of funds for wetlands and
state and local park land acquisition (§3A, this
Ni,

TCV's work is accomplished with a part-
time staff member,a part-time contract lobby ist,
and a small group of dedicated volunteers. The
workcouldbe greatly enhanced by expanding the
staff.  Although TCV has received some grant
money, they badly need individual contributions
to reach the nextlevel of solid public policy. If
y ouwould like to make a contribution (which can
betax deductibleat yourrequest), sendit to:

Tennessee Conservation Voters

2021 21st Ave, S.

Suite 431,

Nashville, TN 37212

4. COAL MINING AGAIN
A MAJOR THREAT

With the Bush Administration’s encouragement
of the fossil-fuel industry and i weakening of



environmental regulations, coal mining, which
had been relatively quiescent for over two dec-
ades in Tennessee, threatens again to ravage our
Cumberlands. Additionally, we still are a long
ways from cleaning up the damages of past min-
g

Abandoned Mine Lands Fund
must be re-authorized
[With contributions by Jonathan Dudley]

The 1977 federal surface-mining law
(SMCRA) set up the Abandoned Mine Lands
(AML) Fund for the reclamation of those sites
that were “orphaned” prior to passage of the
law, and which constitute a threat to safety and
welfare. The AML Fimdis fed by a small tax per
won of coal mined subsequent to 1977. The Fund
has, however, never been properly speat (much of
it reverting to the General Treasury), Tennessee
(which has a federal rather than a state pro-
gram) has received an even smaller share than
otherstates, and, ontopof everything, the whole
AML is scheduled to “surset” this year, even
though fewer than 20% of AML sites accoss the
country have sofar beenreclaimed?

Senate and House committees held hearings
in Marchontwo bills that would reauthorize the
AML program for 15 years. Unfortunately, the
bills have other bad features: (a) the small fee
paid by coal companies on currently-mined coal
(which feeds the Fund) would be cut by 20%,
making $50 million less money per year avail-
able for reclamation; (b) “general welfare” sites
(e.g» water-quality sites) would nolonger receive
priority for reclamation; and (c) worst of all (in
oneofthe twobills, which is backed by the Bush
Administration), the moneywould begiven tothe
coal companies for their perforimance bond. The
performancebondis money posted by the operator
before he begins mining to insure that the land
will be reclaimed after mining is complete. This
provisionwouldthus take away the incentive for
correcting current miningdamage, while draining
the fundfor reclaiming past (or phan) mines.

There are thus several things that need to
happento achieve continuation and improvement
of the AML program.

imum program funding for states should be

$4 (instead of $2) million, and Tennessee should
be given the same minimum funding guarantee
as other states. This would allow us to clean up
ourorphan minesina decade instead of in 40(!)

years.
General welfare sites (eg. those impacting
water quality) should continueto receive prior-
ity
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The per-tonfee should notbe cut, andshould nat
be given ta the coalcompaniesta pay their per-
formance bords.

Aboveall, the committees should, without de-
lay, schedule markup for, and a vote oa, the
legisiation soas not to allow the AML program
fo Sunset,

The program should be reauthorized for 25 (in-
stead of just15) years

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge Sen: Alexander and
Rep. John Duncan, ., each of whom serves on the
pertinent committee in Senate and House, respec-
tively, to support the points in the bulleted list
above. See p.2 for contact info. Thank Sen. Alex-
ander for efforts he has made already on

of some of the points. Tenriessee Sadly eeds this

health and safety, andour environment is seri-
ously d To keep up to date on progress
on the AML issue, e-mail to jonathan@socm.org,
or call him at 865-426-9455

Mountaintop removal: report on
stream buffer.zone hearing

Mountaintopremoval andits variant, “eross-
ridge mining,” wreak even greater damage onthe
environment than does ordinary strip mining.
The tops of mountains are shoved into valleys,
filling up streams. Largeportions of West V-
ginia and Kentucky have already been devas-
tated, andthe methodis nowbegianingto invade
Ternessee.

Disregarding over82,000 EIS comments that
almost unanimously opposed mountaintop re-
moval, the Bush Administration proceeded to
make it easier for mining companies to practice
this method “legally.” Up till now, operators
have been limited by a regulation on stream
buffer zones (30 CFR 816.57), promulgated under
SMCRA, which prohibis mining activities
within 100 feet of perennial or intermittent
streams. The change now proposed by the Ad-
ministration would allow operators to mine right
up'to - or even through -- streams if they can
show, whatever the damage, that mining opera-
tions will minimize the destruction of fish and
wildlife “to the extent possible” - a non-
enforceable standard that provides noprotection

The March 30 hearing onthe proposed rules
change (NL255 3A) filled the auditorium at
Harriman with close to 100 people, about 35 of
whom (including several TCWP members) spoke



c.

eloguently in opposition %o the Administration

proposal and to mountaintop removal in general.

(TCWP also submitted a written stabement.) The

most heartening testimony was that of Tennessee
d C

an
Commissioner Betsy Child, read by a TDEC rep-
resentative. “We understand that there may be
someambiguity m the current rule ... However,
weurgeOSM not to resolve that ambiguity in fa-
vor of allowing adverse impacts onstreams. We
urge OSM to adopt a rule that will maintain or
enhance the protectionof streams.”

Faced with overwhelming expression of op-
position to the proposed rule change, the OSM
staffer conducting the remained cm-
pletely impassive, stating only that the purpose
of the hearing was to gather information rather
than to debate the merits of the proposal. The
stenotypist, however, could hardly suppress a
chuckle whenone of the speakers said that the
policy behind the Administration’s proposal was
evidently to“LeaveNo Stream Behind

Mountaintop removal: bring it
to Gov. Bredesen’s attention
[Based ona contribution fromJonathan Dudley)

A dramatic way of bringing mountaintop re-
moval to the attention of Gov. Bredesen is being
organized by SOCM forlate July. A relay of pad-
dlers will carry a message from Leatherwood
Ford down 28 miles of the lower Big South Fork,
through Lake Cumberland, and onward down the
Cumberland River past Celina, Carthage, and
Gallatin to Shelby Bottoms Park, where the ar-
madawill gather onSaturday, July 24

The message delivered by the boaters will
inform the governor about the rapidly growing
practice of auuntaintep removal stripmining in
ourCumberlands, and about the major threat it
posestothe water quality of our premier streams,
suchas the Big South Fork, which is only now re-
covering from decades of mine pollution. Moun-
taintop removal is already going an in Campbell
County (NL253 §3A), and TVA is conducting an
Environmental Impact Study 10 determine if the
procedure can be used for extracting the agency’s
vast coal reserves (NL253 I3A). OQur message

will ask the governortotake a toughstand.
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5. AROUND THE STATE

Dam re-licensing leads to 10,000
protected acres near Smokies

FERC (Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion) re-licensing of four dams operated by Alcoa
Power Gener: nc. has indirectly led to
highly significant land protection. The alto-
gether ~10,000 acres to be protected will estab.
lish an unfragmented corridor betweenthe Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, the Cherokee
andNantahala National Forests, and the Citico
Creek and Joyce Kilmer/Slickrock Wilderness
Areas.

Under FERC rules, the cultural and environ-
mental impact of these dam projects (Calder-
wood, Chilhowie, Santeetlah, and Cheoah
dams) must be mitigated for theduration of the
nextlicense, i.e., 30-50 years (NL255 13B; NL254
§2E). For the past four years, several groups
have worked on designing a mitigation settle-
ment, and on May 10, an agreement was signed
with Alcoa. Inaddition to 6 government agencies
and the Eastern Band of Cherokees, signatories
included 5 environmental groups: The Nature
Consecvancy (TNC), National Parks Conserva-

Si
pected to finalize the re-licensing later this year.

Altogether, close % 10,000 acres, containing
21 rare, threatened orendangered species, will be
protected. As part of the Agreement, TNC will
receive:

A permanent conservation easement to 5,700 acres
donated to TNC, with an option to purchase the
underlying feelands.

Atern conservation easement and a future option
to purchase an additional 4,000 acres.

A permanent conservation easement (~180 acres)
donated to TNC, comprising a 200-foot butfer
along shorelines.

TNC will purchase the properties and trans-
fer the lands to the appropriate government
agencies (National Park Service, US Forest Serv-
ice, or TWRA) once each acquisi tion is complete.

For additional details, contact TNC at 615-
282.9909, or go to the Tenn. Clean Water Net-
work's website, Www.tewn.ocg.

Funding through specialty
license plates

A number of environmental groups and pro-
jeck receive their funding through the sale of
specialty license plates. Amongsuch plates are
Watchable Wildlife (benef iting non-game and



endangered wildlife species), Friends of the
Smokies, Ducks Unlimu'ted, Fish & Wildlife re-

sources,a general environmental plate benefiting
state parks, andRadnorLake.

Last year the legislature authorized an
ant-abortion “Choose Life” license plate which
is nowbeing challenged inthe courts. As a result,
the futureofthe whole special-license-plate sys-
tem is uncertain. Inan effort to salvage funding
for arts and environmental plates. a bill was in-
troduced late in the session whereby special

y e b

y
the department ofsafety underspecific and court-
tested guidelires, rather than being authorized
by the General Assembly. Governor Bredesen
(who preferred to let the court decide and then
deal with the matter) opposed the bill, and it
failed ¥ pass. However, underthe state budget
just adopted, groups curtently receiving funds
theough the specialty plate system will still re-
ceive some money from generai revenues should a
court order stop payments via sale of license
plates.

Development of a state
tunsponnmu plan

TennesseeDepartment of Transportation
(TDoT) held several meetings during the latter
part of May to explain it vision for, and receive
inputinto, the development of a long-range plan.
One new feature of this process: this is not justa
planforhighways butforall kinds of transporta-
tion - public transit, rail, waterways, bicycles,
and walking paths. Commissioner Jerry Nicely
announced the formaton of a 48-member state-
wide steering committee, as well as of regional
groups, andstated that numeroushearings will be
held toreceive publicinput.

Public input has already been heeded on
several ongoing projects. For example, the
planned location for US127 south of Crossville is
being changed by TDoT 50 as to avoid negative
impacts onthe Homesteads Historic District; and
a community resource team has been formed to
help with the choice of location for US127 north
ofCrossville, a contentiousiseue.

intrusive convention center
proposed near Norris State Pk
[Contributed byLiz McGeachy]

Steve Pemberton, who ownsNorris Lake Ma-
ina, is planning tobuild a$10 million “Campbell
County Convention Center” - complete with
lighthouse, lodge, and restaurant {and possibly
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evenan ice-skating rink) -onthe bluff overlook-
ingthe marina andNorris

The land is in Campbeil County, but over-
looks Anderson County. It is owned by TVA,
which leases it toNorris Dam State Park, which
in tam subleases the land to Pemberton. Perm
bertonhopes to finance the development by sell-
ingtax-exempt industrial development bonds.

Notoniywouldthis development allow pri-
vate individuals to benefit financially from the
use of public lands, their lard usewould be envi-
ronmentally destructive and would mar the
beautyofthe area. If the project were tofail (a
strong possibility since most accommodations i n
the vicinity, including those at Norris Dam
State Park” do not stay full) the public would
likely have tobail i t out.

Ir's notclear howfar along inthe processthe
development idea hasgor e In Sept. 2003, the de-
veloper's representative told Friends of Norris
Dam State Park and concerned citizens that the
proposal wasjustin the planningstages and that
the developers would “meet with all interested
parties” to make sure everyone had a s:
January 2004, the developer's representative
asked the Campbell County Commissioners to re-
quest the introduct on of state Ieglslannn desig-
nating thesite asa special taxing district, which
the Commission did. This was necessary to start
securingbondstofinance theproject.

Itis likely that the development groupis
presently talking with representatives from
TVA, the State Parks System. and Campbell
Countyto get all their ducksin a row for going
forward with the project. While public hearings
mayindeed occurat somepoint, many fear that it
will then betoo late - the gears will already be
inmoton. There is noparticular group working to
stop this development, but individuals who are
opposed toit are taking action by expressingtheir
concernstok ey persons(see Action Box).

() C)lalrmm B Boxter, TVA Board of Directors, 400
HOW Summn Hill Dl, quxv:ue; .TN4979024 865-
1 632-2' &
©] Stzpﬁame’wdls, President. Friends of Nofis
State Patk, 125 Village Green Citcle, Lake Cily,
‘TN 37769-5932, 865-426-7461.




A. The Park is subject of NPCA’s
State of the Parks Report
Thesubjectof themos trecentNational Parks
Conservation Association’s(NPCA'’s) State of the
Parks reports is the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park. The complete report is available o
http:// www.npca.org/across_the_nation/park _
pulse/smokies/smokies.pdf
The following Key Challenges are included
in the report:
Air pollution, primarily from regional coal-
fired power plants, industry, and motor vehi-
cles, has greatly reduced visibility from anav-
erage of 113 miles (under natural conditions) to
an annual average of 25 miles. In addition,
ground-level ozone and acid deposition
threaten the health of park visitors, staff,
vegetation, soils, andstreams.
An$11.5 million annual budget shortfall and
the need for an additional 108 full-time staff
positions hinder the park's ability to protect
resources.The largest staff shortfalls are in the
Resourceand Visitor Protection, Resource Man-
agementand Science, and Maintenance and Op-
eration of Facilities programs. Many historic
structures are at risk because of limited funds
for critical repairsand monitoring programs.
Non-native pests and diseases are Killing
Fraser firs, hemlocks, dogwoods, buttemuts, and
beechtrees inthe park's forests. Fraser firs and
hemlocks may disappear if infestations n-
tinue.
Historic fire suppression threatens the park's
ecosystems. Some plant commuruties require
es to persist, and without them, di-
versity is lost. Thepark needs additional funds
and staff to fully implement the exisng fire
management programand conduct the bumsnec-
essary for preserving park ecosystems.
Each’ year, more than two million visitors tour
popular Cades Cove, creating traffic congestion
and causing damage to both natural and ail-
tural resources.
A proposal to build a road across the south-
western portion of the park [the North Shore
Road), the largest unfragmented tract of moun-

be potentially devastating to terrestrial wild-
life, especially bears.

B. Support Swain County desire
for monetary settiement
Swain County(NC) supporters of a monetary
settlement for the North Shore Road have made

~ WHAT YOU CAN DO: Citizens for Swain

. POBox 526, Bryson City, NC 28713
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great stides. They developed an effective pres-
entation, have had considerable media coverage,
and been in contact with various key decision
makers. Largely as a resultof their efforts, the
Swain County Commission and the Bryson City
Board of Aldermen passed resolutions supporting
2552 million cash settlement in tieu of the road,
and this position was supported by NC Senator
Edwards and by NC Governor Easley, who senta
letter to that effect to Interior Secretary Gale
Norton.

What is needed nowis legislation that will
resolve the 1943 Agreement by compensating
Swain County and NC for loss of an eastward
road lannlana (NC288) that was inundated by
the of Fontana Reservoir (subsequently,
NCZB was constructed south of the reservoir). 1f
the “monetarysettlement alternative is chosen as
the preferred one in the EIS that is currently in
the works (NL255 §5A), this would provide a
major political boost to lhz needed legislation.
The four parties to the original 1943 Agreement
arethoughtto befavorable toidea.

r expenses. You can send contributions to
Citizens for the Economic Future of Swain: County,

Cell-phone towers in the Park?
iminary prop: is withd,
Cingular Wireless Telecommunications had

initiated the process of requesting a permit to
build three cell-phone towers along Newfourd
Gap Road in the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park, with one of the towers to be located
at the top of Newfound Gap. Many citizens wn-
tacted the National ParkService to express their
horror at the proposal, and Park staff met with
the telecommunications company to discuss thetr
seriousconcerns about visual intrusions, construc-
tion impacts, etc.

Cingular subsequently withdrew their pre-
liminary proposal for the three cell-phone tow-
ers. The company is now interested in the possi-
bility ofusingexistingutility poles and small an-
tennae in the Oconaluftee area. We will have to
continuetokeep oureye onhowthis progresses. To

with this issue, contact Greg Kidd,

keep up
NPCA,865-329-2424, or gkidd@agca.org.




A.

7. THE CHEROKEE AND
OTHER NATIONAL FORESTS

New supervisor for Cherokee NF

Anne Zimmermann recently left the Chero-
kee for a position in Washington. Ournew Forest
Supervisoris TomSpeaks, a former Cherokee em-
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as unmatched fish and wildlife habitat, and as
places for almost endless recreational opportuni-
ties, Over 2.5 million Americans provided com-
ments to this Administration in 1 support. oi the
Rule.

Forest Service reviewing
of OHVs

y active inland

Organizations appeal a logging
decision for the Cherok NF

TCWP wasoneof8 groupsthat filed an ad-
ministrative (not judicial) appeal of the Flat-
woods loggingprojiecton Holston Mountain in Sul-
livan County. The large size of the project - 858
acres with very significant canopy openings -
may be precedent-setting for the CNF. Apart
from their ecological and recreational values, in-
tact forests have beenproven to have large eco-
nomic($$) benefits from storm-water abatement
and air-pollution. Yet, when they calculated
impacts from the Flatwoods logging project, the
Forests Service set these values at zero. Further,
in their economicanalysis, the USFS considered
only the gain from sale of timber, but not the
losses to recreation andothervalues.

Intheir appeal, the eight groupsare asking
that g{leffects of the project be assessed compre-
hensively, through an Environmental Impact
Study. The USFS has claimed that an EIS is not
needed.

Attacks on the Roadless Area
Conservation Rule continue

aving exempted Alaska's Tongass Na-
tional Forest in Alaska, the largest temperate
rain forest. from protection of the Rule in Decem-
ber (NL254 97B), the Bush Administration went
onto mountanother major attack on the Rule in
March. Ignoring the factthat ournational forests
belongto all Americans rather than ¥ individual
states, the Administration invited govemors to
req xemptions (similar to that given the
Tongass) fornational forests within their state’s
boundaries. Fortunately, 6 governors have stated
that they will oppose the offered exemption; we
hope wecanmake other governors speak outtoo.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urﬁeyrru('g
and

N D overnor
call on the President ar tional Fm!st

Service to keep the Roadless kum place in all

states, and to reinstate it for the Tongass. The

585 milion aeresofour country’s wild forests in-

tended tobep otectedbyth Rule serveourna-
d

The USFS isin processof revising regulations
for the management of off-highway vehicles in
national forests, andmay release a draft proposal
in June. In announcingthe planned new regs, the
Service recognized unmanaged OHVs (including
All-Terrain Vehicles and dirt bikes) among the
greatest threats toforests health, mentioning the
fragmentation ofwildlife habitat andthe spread
of invasive weeds among the negative impacts.
TCWP co-signed a letter to the USFS In April,
urging strong regulatory ceform. The letter noted
that not only must the Service develop regula-
tions, but it must request additional funds from
Congress to enforce them.  Simply restricting
OHVs to designated roads and trails is not
enough. The letter outlined a comprehensive set
ofcommon-sensepolicy reforms

The Healthy Forests Restoration
Act (HFRA) is a greenscam

HFRA, which became law in December,
opens upour public forests to more logging under
the guise of “community fire prowection,’ “fuels
reduction," “restoration” and “forest health.”
Among the most damaging features of the HFRA
is that it severely weakens the most important
part of the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), a bedrockenvironmentallaw.

Inorder toclarify the seeming complexity of
this legislation and expose the truth behind its
deceptive title, American Lands Alliance has
completed a new fact sheet titled “Behind the
Smokescreen: The Healthy Forests Restoration
Act” Fora formatted prmlablz ror version, cor-
tact Katie Barnes at
For more infotmation on the HFRA, contact Lisa
Dix at [dix@americanlands.org.

Forest Service discontinuing
outside environmental review.

In mid-March, the Bush Administration ad-
vised the USFS to eliminate reviewsofits actions
byother agencies for compliance with endangered
species, clean water, and historical preservation
laws. Agencies that have habitually performed
such reviews include the US Fish & Wildlife
Service, EPA, NOAA Fisheries, and state agen



cies involved in protection of historical and aul-
tural artifacts. The Administration describes the
newpolicy asa“commonsenseapproach.”

G. Meeting on Plans for Southern
Appalachian National Forests
A Forestwatch Training session on proposed
logging projectsand other destructive actives au
ourSouthern Appalachian National Forests will
beheld June22, 7:30-9:00 pm, in Atlanta (Sierra
Ciub Office, 1401 Peachtree Street, Ste. 345).
Contact Kate Smolski  404-607-1262  x222,
kate.smolski@sierraclub.org.
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TVA Natural Heritage staff
hosts TCWP

On March 18, about half a dozen TCWP
members drove to Norris to spend a very full af-
ternoonat the invitation of Peggy Shute. director
of TVA’s Natural Heritage program. There was
a great deal o learn and the large staff of this
and related TVA programs generously gave of
their time to summarize the fields of their ac-
tivities.

The session was introduced by Bridgette
Ellis, TVA Vice President forNatural Resources,
who outlined the agency’s natural-resource re-

i water qual-

8. TVA NEWS

A. Watts Bar Reservolr Land Man-

n: y

The April 23 scopingmeeting for the Watts
Bar Reservoir Land Management Plan revision
that was announced in NL255 §7A was canceled
by TVA after the Newsletter announcing it had
goneto the printer, Apparently, Homeland Secu-
rity issues around the Watts Bar Dam area, as
well as the upcoming release of the Reservoir
Operations Study (18C, below) imposed a delay
onthe progressof the Plan.

The existing Land Management Plan was
completed in 1988. The environmental review for
the upcoming revision will bean Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). There are about 14.000
acres of TVA-managed lands around Watts Bar
Reservoir. The planning process systematicaily
identifies andevaluates the mostsuitable use of
these publiclands and allocates different parcels
woneofthe follow.ingzones.

« Projectoperations

Sensitive resourcemanagement

* Natural resource conservation

« Industrial/commercialde velopment

« Developed recreation

« Residential access (existing access rights will
notbe changed bythe Plan).

The public scoping process is designed to
gather information from agencies, organizations,
and individuals to identify key issues and con-
cerns. Issuesofspecial interest toTCWP members
includeprotection ofnatural lands (including, for
example, the White's Creek Small Wild Area
and Tract #78 -- NL255 97B), shoreline protec-
tion, and water quality. We'll also have an in-
terest in the management of the former Clinch
River Breeder Reactor site. Watch for anounce-
mentsofscopingmeetings.

ity but also shoreline (which is longer than that
ofthe Great Lakes combined),and 293,000acres of
land. Documenting and monitoring species, wet-
lands, archeological resources, etc., and environ-
mental reviews are justsome of the tasks that
mustbe performed.

Until a few years ago, TVA’s Resource
Budget (as opposed to the Power Budget) came
from Congressional appropriations, appropria-
tion that shrank as the ycars went by. Now it
comesentirely from the FowerProgram (which is
supposed to be self-sustaining).  Although this
puts Natural Resources at the whim of power,
several staff persons said they preferred it be-
cause it makes their budgetsmorepredictable.

We came away impressed by the amountof
work and expertise represented, and with pages
ofnotes. We also left with a goodfeeling from
having established contacks with people who
think very nuch likew e doonmanyissues.

TVA Board accepts
Reservolr Operations Study

OnMay 19, the TVA Board adopted the Pre-
ferred Alternative developed by the two-year
Reservoir Operations Study (NL255 97C; NI.252
45A). Implementation beganjunel and affects 35
of TVA's 49 reservoirs. For many resetvoirs, the
date for summer drawdowns will be postponed.
Tributary lakes will see the greatest changes in
that there will be smaller seasonal fluctuations
than those experienced in the past. But, to en
hance flood control downstream, the date for
raising the levels of mainstream lakes tosummer
level will bepostponedbyseveral weeks.

System-wide. the new policy is expected to
result in the loss 0f$14 million in hydroelectric
production (too bad, that's clean energy, one of
the original objectives of the TVA system) to be
compensated for partly byeconomicgains to lake-
shore communities from increased recreational



opportunities. These, in tum,alas, are likely to
increase shoreline erosion.

9. NATIONAL ISSUES

Implications for Antiquities Act
How nicetobeable to report good news for a
change! Ever since Pres. Clinton in 1996 used the
Aatiquities Actto “proclaim™ 1.7 million acres of
glorious red-rock canyon country in Utah a Na-
tional Monument, there has been vicious sniping
at this hugeland set-aside (It is the second larg-
est national monumentin the lower 48 states)
Mostrecently, the MountainStates Legal Founda-
tion (which gave us Interior Secretaries James
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tornado regions, and water shortages to wake up
voters? Or will a cinematic exaggeration like
"The Day After Tomorrow” doiit?

The McCain-Liebernan bill would set man-
datory limits on global warming pollution from
powerplants, automobiles, and other major con-
tributors toglobal warming. Lastfall, it was de-
feated byonlyseven votes. It is again comingip
in the Senate this month and may have a better
chance ifweall contactoursenators.

c.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact.your Senators
witkiout delay and urge them to support the
C

| mairis delayed by antheax seans):

National Parks
to

Watt and Gale Norton) and the Utah
ofCounties filed a lawsuit to overturn the Monu-
ment's designation. They alleged that (a) the
Antiquities Actwas unconsti tutional, and(b) that
various other Acts were violated by the designa-
tion (tenclaims inall).

Butin April, a federal district court judge
denied the plaintif's motion forsummary judge-
ment, rejecting everysingle oneofthe claims, and
granted the defendants' motionto dismiss. Grand
Staircase-Escalante will remainprotected!

Insoundly confirming President Clinton's use
of the Antiquities Act, the decision has even
broader importance. This Act gives Presidents
the power to grant national monument status to
areas that significant historical, sceuc,
and/orscientific values. Itwas first used by Pres.
Teddy Roosevelt, andsince 1906all presidents ex-
cept three have used it. Many of our best-known
national parks (e.g., Grand Teton, Grand Canyon,
Zion, Canyonlands, Saguaro) started out as na-
tional monuments. Because the lawsuit was a di-
rect challenge tothis presidential authority, the
decision upholding Grand Staircase-Escalante’s
status has implications for other national monu-
menis andspecial places.

Support McCaln-Lieberman bill
to slow global warming
Despite sound scientific evidence for global
warming(the 10hottest years ofthe past century
occurred since 1990), and international scientific
consensusas tothe man-made fossil-fuel contribu-
i th i has

been in denial and has, in fact censored its own
studies (as in last year's EPA report). Will it
take continuingenvironmental disasters like
ler heat waves, prolonged droughts, expanded

Last summer, more than 120 high-level for-
mer National Park Service (NPS) officials issued
a searing indictment of the Bush Administra-
tion's _destructive policies toward our parks
(NL255 I8C). Subsequently, interior Sec. Norton
and NPS Director Fran Mainella started making
the roundsin Congress and elsewhere to say our
parks have never been in better shape. But in
late May the Coalition of Concerned National
Park Service Retirees issued a report and held a
press conferencestronglydisputng that statement
(www.protectamericaslands.org).

on surveyed 12 representative
unitsofthe National Park System and found the
employee level tobe decreased in all of them. In
9 of the 12 there had been cuts in interpretive
services, some as great as 50% (park superinten-
dentsare mstructed todescribe these as "service-
level adjustments”). Visitors' Centers are open
fewer days during the week; and, above all, re-
sourceprotection is diminished. Even though to-
tal budgetsmay notbe decreased, there arenow so
many additional obligatory demands on these
funds (e.g, homeland security) that huge cuts
have beenmade in discretionary budgets which,
amongother things, pay for seasonal rangers and
other employees.

The Coalition thinks it would be inappro-
priate in these days of deficits to urge forbudget
increases. They ask instead that, (a) NPS stop
misleading Congress, (b) NPS stop muzzling park
managers, () appropriated funds bespent as ap-
propriators intended. They feel that seriousstra-
tegic planning needs tobedone onhow to protect
park resourcessoasto leave them unimpaired for
future generations; that's the No. priority. Of
prime importance, in that regard, is to stop cater-




ing to special interests and political influence
(examples: snowmobiles in Yellowstone, water
righs in the Black Canyon of the Gunnison,
boundaries in DinosaurNational Monument).

OAK RIDGE AND KNOXVILLE AREA

Status of the 3,071.acre
conservation easement
[Withcontributions by EllenSaith]
Establishment of a conservation easement oy
3,071-acre tract onBlack Oak Ridge inthe Oak
Ridge Reservation (west ofthe City and north of
H'wy 95) was announced in December 2002 by
then-Governor Sundquist(NL249 96A). Penna-
nent preservation of this area had previously
had the unanimous support of a broadly based
landUsePlanning FocusGroup. Subsequent wothe
Governor’s announcement, almost all of ~75 at-
tendees at a public hearingg strongly supported
protection ofthe 3,071acres asa natural area
Now, 18 monthslater, nolegal agreementbe-
tweenthe state of Tennessee and the USDOE has
yet beensigned. Last month, AFORR and TCWP
wrote to Environment & Conservation Comis-

hild
the long delay and urgingthat the state of Ten-
thingin its power the

agreement.. Additionally, we requested to be
kept better informed and we offered our assis-
tancefor expedit.ngthe process.

Inthe meantime, the Oak Ridge City Coun-
cil unanimously votkdtorequestDOEto transfer a
245-acre tract onBlack OakRidge tothe City for
residential development. This is an L-shaped
piece of land bordering onthe O.R. Turnpike and
WisconsinAvenue. [tis part of a larger area that
was earlier identified as Self-Sufficiency Parcel
D(oneotsevera) tractsthat DOEcouldsell to the
City if it were declared excess to federal needs).
According to City staff, the proposed transfer
“doesnotcontilict with the preliminary boundary
of the proposed Black Oak Ridge Conservation
Easement.” This is because the boundaries of the
easement wereadjusted (before the easement was
announced)toreserve anarea ofabout200 acres in
which the city had expressed interest. The re-
mainderofthe "self-suffiiciency parcel” would be
included inthe conservation easement.

Meeting with Oak Ridge mayor

Inearly May, representatives of AFORR and
TCWP (virginia Dale and Sandra Goss) met for
lunch with Mayor David Bradshaw and dis-
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cussed a numberof issuesand futureevents, includ-
ingthe fol lowing.

« Hesupportsthe Natural Area desigriat.on for
the Black Oak Ridge Conservation easement
andis willing to help getting the process expe-
dited (104, above).

He wants to promote Oak Ridge’s trails ard
greenways and suggested we organize an Oak
Ridge Hike Day (possibly a multi-day event),
which the City wouldsupport.

He suggested long-range planning for an aut-
door-sports event (runswim, bike, etc.) to be
billed as an Urban Challenge Day, with the

objective ofeducating peopleaboutOak Ridge's
outdoor resources.

He was receptive to the idea of enrolling Oak
Ridge in the national Backyard-habitat pro-
gram, which encourages people to develop
wildlife habitats ontheir property.

Turkey Creek
conservation easement
The 58-acre Turkey Creek Wetland, which

December, will be prokected for its recreational
and natural resourcevalues. It is managed by the
Knox County Park and Recreaton Department as
a Public Natural Area Park, jointly with the
Tennessee lzaak Walton League, which holds a
Conservation Easement to the wetland, and
which will mnducmamre-ctr\lued recreation ac-
tivities in the par

OnMay 17, e Heaak Wation League orga-
nized a meeting to form the Turkey Creek Wet-
land Conservation Easement Advisory Commit-
tee, which may evolve into the Turkey Creek
Watershed Association. The group addressed
several adverse impacts on the wetland, and
ideas for dealing with them. They also discussed
a propased boardwalk and footpath togo around
parts ofthe wetland perimeter.

Tobenotified of the next meeting, or for ad-
ditional information, contact Mark C. Campen at
mark@tnike.com or call 865-523-38000r 865-414-
5593

11. TCWP NEWS

Upcoming activities
{Contributedby Sandra Goss)
{For additional information on any of the lis ted
events, call Sandra K. Goss at 865-522-3809 or e-
mail - skgoss@esper.com.]



David Orr of Tennessee Forests Council will
bethe featured speaker at ourSummer Member-
ship meeting, Over the past several months, the
issues of clearcutting and forest conversions have
been steadily in the public eye. Join usat this
meeting tolearn moreaboutwhat is happening to
Tennessee'spreciousforests. The Tennessee Forests
Council, of which TCWP is a member, is a grow-
ing coaliton of organizations across the state
that is building grasscoots support for protecting
ournative hardwood forests. Orr, the Coordina-
tor of the Coalition, is based in Knoxville.

The meeting will be held July 13 at 7:00
pm.at the Social Room of the Oak Ridge
Center. Refreshments after the talk. For mor
formaron, call Sandra K. Goss {contact info
above).

Wi at Secret City Festive

Visit ourbooth during this Friday/Saturday
al. We are also looking for volunteerswho
will work two-hour shifts at the booth. If you
would like to bea TCWP ambassador, call San-
draK. Goss(contactinfoabove).

Community Shares Circle of Change Banquet,
9

1
TCWP is a member of Community Shares, so
join our representatives who will be attending
The banquet will feature a silent auction, a live
auction,anda cash bar. Several individuals.
stitutionsand busnesseswill behonored as agents.
of social change.
The banquet will start at 6:00 p.m. at the
Knoxville Expo Center. For tickets to the event,
call Sandra K. Goss(contact infoabove).

A big thank-you

Many thanks toTCWP memberJimSmith for
his capable work on our web site during the ab
sence of Frandis Perey, our long-tme and also
deeply appreciated webmaster.

Selected TCWP actions,
March-May 2004
{Contributedby CindyKendrick]

We are contnuing our periodic update m
what keeps the TCWP Board, staff, and commit-
tee membersbusy. In NL255 I9B, we summarized
the first two monthsof this year. Here is a
for thenext three months.

Letters (L)/ Comments (C)
Funding for Scott’s Gulf (Cash Tract) acquisition
(L)
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(Thanks for) funding forstateland acquisi-
tion/parks renovation (L)

of state land ac di

(L
ConservationTrust Fund for Teanessee areas (L)
State Forest Resource Conservation Act(L)
Miningbufferzone rule(C)

of Abandoned

©

North Shore Road (C)

ElkmontEA (C)

SACE letter on Air Quality Rules (C)

American Lands Alliance letter on Off-Highway
Vehicles (L)

Management of fields in BSFNRRA (C)

EPAmercuryenu'ssionsn.iles(C)

Black OakRidge tractconservation easement (L)

ind/or

Alliancefor the Cumberlands

Northshore Road workshop

Elkmont public hearing

TVA briefing on their Natura! Heritage program

INPCA release of State-of the Parks report on
Smokies

TCWN presentation of Bill Russell River Hero

Awar

TCWP/SMHC quarterly program (AT thru-hike)

TCWP/OR. Garden Club Savage Gardens walk

TCWP Winged Deer Park/ETSU Arboretum walk

OSM public hearing on stream buffer zone

“Nature of Cumberland County" environmental
forum

CrowderCemetery cedarbarrenhike

City of OR. Mayor with AFORR

River Network Rally

Turkey Creek Wetland Advisory Committee

Gernt property conservation atBSF

Obedland acquisition and conservat on (NPCA,
TNC, ERW A, TPGF)

Water IssuesCommittee

Service Committee

Mailing Committee

TCWP Board

Acbons

Conducted work day at OR Cedar Barrens

Laid out trailin "Whites Creek addition;” estab-
lished liaison with other trail workers

Obed presentation forSmoky MtHikingClub

Issued TCWP political guide

Issued/posted action alerts/flyers

Guided 2* tour for ORNL/TNC Cumberlands re-
search team

OR. Greenways' invasive plant”pull”

TCWP exhibit at Knoxville’s EarthFest




TCWP exhibit at American Museum of Science
and Energy

TCWP exhibit at Uniterian Church Earth Day
event

Provided scoping inputforState Comptroller
audit of IDEC

Obed RiverCleanup

BigSouth ForkCleanup

NL256,6/4/04
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growth impacts on localbiodiversity. Based on

Ecological Society of A _erica. Info at
htp:// www.elistore.org/ books_detail.asp?ID=1
0989.
« "Scientific Integrity in Policymaking" is a recent
report by theUnionof Concerned Scientists
(UCS). On February 18, 2004, UCS issued a
y the nation’s leading scientists

12. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

Events and deadlines calendar (For details,
checkthe referenced NL item; or contactSandra
K.Goss, 865-522-3809, skgoss@esper com

* Junel10,VoterEducation Training,7-8:30p.m.,
EastTennessee State University (Johnson City),
Brown Hall Auditorium, Room 112, Co-sponsored

by League of Women Voters and Sierra Club. Con-

tactfeny Levy a lexyBpar.org o (202) 6674260

. Jule 19, Community Shares Circle of Change Ban-
‘quet, Knoxville (§11A).

 June 22, Alliance for the Cumberlands, 10 a.m.-
3:30 p.m, Rugby. Includes presentation by Edwin
Gardner on the National Heritage Cortidor con-
ceptfor the Cumberlands.

« June22, Meeti

ern Appalachian National Forests, Atlanta
(7).

* June 25.26, TCWP booth at Secret City Festival,
Oak Ridge (§11A).

« July 13, TCWP meeting on Tennessee Forests
(111A).

+ Sept. 18, WorthingtonCemetery clean-upon Pub-
lic Lands Day (details later).

« October 2, TCWP Annual Meeting (details later).

Resources

« The *Governor's Off-Highway Vehicle Study”
maybe downloaded from
www, wironment/ohv. It contains
recommendations on funding, management. land
selection criteria, trail design, and evaluation
and monitorin,

+ “Nature-Friendly Ordinances,” published by the
Enviconmental Law Institute andwrittenby ELL
Senior Attorney James M. McElfish, Jr., shows
howlocalgovernmenecan conserve livingre-
sources and habitats using familiarland-use
tools. It ‘ts intended for all local decisionmakers
thatdeal with land use-planning staff, planning
and zoning boards, local legislative boards, citi-
2zen activists,and property owners. Itis also an
informative guidebook for journalists who cover

tions taken by officials of the Bush administra-
tion that havesuppressed and distorted scientific
inputinto the federal govenmment's policy-
making process, Thestawmentmaybe accsses at
2ID=33679

« "Lucius:Writingsof LucusBurch,” ednted by
Cissy Caldwell Akers, Shirley Caldwell-
Patterson, Bill Coble, and John Noel (62695 from
Cold Tree Press). Burch was a well-known Men-
phis attorneyand conservationistwho, among
other things, helped preserve a 4,000-acre tract
in theWolf River watershed

« The National Wildlife Federation has a Back-
yard Wildlife Habitat program under which
prop:mes can be registered. Visit

life Al
are: llllmg needs for food, water, sheltr, and
space; useof natural fertilizers;no insecticides,
herbicides, etc; use of native plants.
« “The Junk Science of George W. Bush” by RobertF.
Kennedy, Ir., appeared in T he Nation of February
26,2004,

*e  Websites
+ A native plant selector on TVA's webssite allows
searchingby type of plant, location, environ-
mental conditions, etc.
ww.tvagov/river abil

+ Agood sie for pictures olplanms
\weeds/index-

b
« Andyet anothersite for plantsisKris Light's
East Tennessee WA|dﬂ0WE{

wiwwlightd wildflow




