T ISSN 1089-6101
ennessee

G Newsletter No. 253
itizens for
Wiiderness October 26, 2003

planning

Taking Care of Wild Places

1. Obed and Big South Fork sires p- 3
A. Revised mussel plan D. Obedmanager startson the job
B. Obedfunds stillinthe balance E. BSF licenseplate?

C. EYO sessions successful

2, Aroundthestate......oosssesvsiveeessvosisn oo p- 4
A. New directions for state parks E. Forestry Commission
B. New directions forTDoT F. ForestWatch database online
C. Statusof oil & gasregs G. TCV legislative priorlties

D. Water quality standards OK'd  H. Dodd Galbreath relocates

3. Mining devastation . . ki )
A Mountaintopremoval comes toTenn. B, Abandonedmine lands

4. Smokies issues ............ St .p.8
A Ravensford bill passes House B, Northshore road setflement?
5. Appalachian Nat'l Forests targeted for logging ...p. 9
6. TVAandairquality .....ccceovevneeninecnaaninnnns ¢
A. Blamingratehikeon pollution contols B. Chairman endorses Clear Skies”  C. Caueus
7. Oak Ridge and Knoxville e
A. Cedar Barrens featured in magazine . City will request more land from DOE
B. Meeting with DOE Manager E. Knoxville fund for parklandsacquisition
C. City criticizes conservationeasement
8. Nationalissues ................... B A sy e g mmie FANPR . b}
A. Norton's multiple assaults on wildemess . Exempting Dept. of Defense from laws
B. .Using fear of fires to boost logging E. Moreattacks on Endangered Species
C. Reshufflingof funds hucts NPSfunctions F. Good news for Okefenokee

9. TCWP news (2004 Board; Annual Meeting report; Upcoming activities; Community Shares ;
Knoxville Food Co-op; Award named; News from allied groups) ~ ++«+evvvvves P13

10. Job openings; Fellowships; Calendar; Resources ............ SemEnirsee. pas
11. ACTION SUMMARY .....cccveniennens T G Sl p. 2

Editor: Liane B. Russell, 130 Tabor Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. Phone, 865-482-2153
Shaded box or star means "Action Needed." Don't be overwhelmed — check the ACTION SUMMARY on p.2!

=




NL253, 102603
2
11. ACTION SUMMARY

qNe| Issue Contact “Message!" or Action B
1A | Mussels in Big South Fork NPS, by Nov.12 Send comments supporting Preferred Alternative (#3)
1B | Obedland acquisitionfunds Sens. Frist & Alexander | “Support appropriations for Obed and other Tenn. acquisitiens "
2E | Foresty legislation for Tenn Fercsiry Comm., by Nev.3 |“We nced mandatory BMPs and other protective laws!"
2F | Environmental damage by logging| ForestWaich Report any logging damages youhave seen
3A  |Meunin-topremoval Gov. Bredesen “Do not allow this ty pe of mining in Tennessee!”
4A  |Raveasford land exchange Sen.Frist, Alexander,Edwards| “HR. 1409 must notbe attachedto appropriationsbill’”
4B |Nosth Shore Road, Smokies USDI Sec. Notton “Heed Sen. Alexander: cash setilement in lieu of road”
68 | TVA and air quality Sen. Fiist; TVA Board  [*“Clear Skies" fails to protect Smokies and our lungs!”
7C.D|Lands in Oak Ridge Reservation | City Council and Manager |“We value preservation of ORR lands s open space!”
88 |Fices andloggingin nat'lforests | US Senators “The 'Healthy Forest Initiative” is a sham; oppose it
Senator John Doe ‘The Hon. JohnDoe Pres. George W. Bush Govemor Phil Bredesen
United States Scnate USS. House of Representatives  The White House State Capitol
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 372439872
202-456-1414; Fax 456:2461  615-741.2001; Fax 615-532.9711
i Wy
Dear Senator Doe Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredosen
Sincerely y ours, Sincerelyyours, Respectfully yours. Respectfully yours,
Sen. Bill Fr Seq. Lamar Alexander: Rep. ZachWamp,
Pi 202-224-3344; FAX: 200-228-1264 pn m 224-4944; FAX; 202-228.3398 Phone: 202-225-3271
e-mail: hupy/fcist senate. govicontact.cfr clefm FAX: 202.225.3494
Lecal! 865.602.7977 T 408 3154353 A sis- 4252) Local: $65-576-1976

Web: www.house. gov/wamp

o all any Repor Senator dial Congressional switchboard, 202-224-3121, To find out about the status of bills call 202.225.1772
URLs:  hitp://www.h and v/ General contact info: hitp://www.lev.org
Note that mail to Congress is still slow followmg the anthsax scare. Ccnsxder faxing and other modes of communication.

WHAT IS TCWP?

ITCWP. (Tem»em Citizens for W:Idemn( P‘hnnu\;! dedlc:led to achieving and perpeluaun; pmne«mn ol natural

llands and waters by ul 1 of the private sector. While our first focus]
is on the C regiohs of East T £f y state and thel
nation. TCWP's streng i issue, informing and educating our

‘membership]
and the pulshc, mbmchng with groups having similar objectives, and working through the le;ulmve
federal, state, and local lmls

[tcwe: 130 Tabo Ra., oakmd;:. ™ 37830,
President; Cindy Kendrick, 865-386-6392 (h).
[E<ecutive and Membership-Development Director: Sandra GossBﬁS 522:3609; mmm s
[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, 885482-2153.

Internet: http://www.kormetorg/tewp




1. OBED AND BIG SOUTH FORK

Revised mussel plan needs our
comments

A year ago, the National Park Service
(NPS) released an Environmental Assessment
(EA)of its plan for the management of mussels in
the Big South Forkand for reintroduction of ex-
tirpated species (NL247 12B). Comments subse-
quently received from the Tennessee Oll and Gas
Association (TOGA) about ho w the plan might
impact their industry, caused NPS to recall the
EA for furtherrevie w.

Draft of the revised EA has now been re-
leased. The agency's preferced alternative re-
mains as in the original: to augment existing mus-
sel populations, reintroduce extirpated species,
and monitor progress of the project. The modifi-
cation consists of more extensive analysis of the
potential impacts to extractive industries and
development. It will be important for us to voice
support for NPS's preferred alternative (Alterna-
tive 3).

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Support Altemative 3.
‘The deadine for receipt of comments is November|
12, Send them to :
i or mail toSu-
perintendent. Big South Fork NRR A, 4564 Leath-
erwood Road, Oneida, TN 37841. A copy of the
draft EA can be dowrloaded from
o call 423.5639778.

Obed Isnd-scquisition funds
still in the balance

has not yet completed work on the
Interior Appropriations bill, arid many funding
items (especially those for land acqulsmon)

have been badly cut in e committee
NL252 97C). As reported earlier (N1252 91A),
only the Senate version of the bill contains the
$1,569,000 item for purchase of 700 of the 1,231
acres that are still privately owned within the
boundary of the Obed WSR. (The remaining 531
acres represent tracts for which owners have not
to date expressed their willingness to sell; they
would cost an additional -$900,000). Both Rep.
Wamp and Senator Alexander had earlier as-
suredus of their support in conference committee.
Subsequently, Sen. Frist wrote "As the appropria-
tionsprocessmoves for ward I will continueto ex-
Ppress my supportfor thisproject.” Hopefully, his
position as Senate Majority | eader will lendex-
tra weight to this support
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WHAT YOU CAN DO: _In theselaststagesof
Congressional workon the Interior Appropria-
tions bill,Senators Frist and Alexmder and your

ek sele: Gl (lesnm
See p.2 forcontactinfo.

“Experience Your Obed (EYO)”
sessions successful

The three EYO field trips in September suc-
cessfully illustrated a variety of Park missions
and recreation opportunities for the Obed Wild &
Scenic River. They were held, successively, at
Lilly Bluff, Nemo, and Potter Ford, and they in-
cluded demonstrations of water-quality sampling
{aquatic organisms, pH), taking census of fish and
mussel populations (snorkeling, electric stunning),
and equipment and techniques used in white water
sport and climbing, Agency staff presented infor-
mative talks pertaining to the various demon-
strated efforts as well as to other activities (such
as control of exotic plants). The field trips also
provideda fine opportunity to meet a large num-
ber of participating agency personnel (NPS,
TWRA, TDEC). Several TCWP members partici-
pated in the field trips, and a fw local political
and civic leaders attended. We hope the EYO
project willbea continuing one.

Obed manager starts on the job
Philip Campbell, the new Obed Wil and
Scenic River Unit Manager, has now been an the
Job for several weeks and hasmade himself read-
ily accessible. He participated in the EYO ses-
sions (§1C, above), and he attended the TCWP
Annual Meeting an Oct. 11, as well as a Sierra
Club program about the Obed a fw days later.
He andhis family hope to live in Oak Ridge to
avail themselves of the excellent school system.

Big South Fork NRRA
proposed
e Big South Fork is proposing a
new Big South Fork NRRA license plate that
would raise funds for Park projects. A kick-off
event was held at the home of Senator Baker in
Huntsvillein Augustfor the purpose of collecting
signatures in support ofsucha license plate (the
state requires a mininum number of presumptive
“takers" before they'll issue a new type of license
plate)

The "Friends" group, formed in 1995, has un-

projects, sud ofa

log dorm for seasonaland volunteer workers, par-
ticipating in a number of clean-up activities, and




encouraging donations to the Park. If you would
be interested in a BSFNRRA license plate, con-
tact Friends of Big South Fork, POBox 507,
Oneida, TN 37841, or call 423-569-1599.

2. AROUND THE STATE

New directions for State Parks

Several new directions for the Tennessee
Department of Enviranment & Conservation
(TDEC) were ootiinied by Jim Fyke in his talk at
the TCW P Annual Meeting an October 11. Fyke
joined Gov. Bredesen’s administration in April as
TDEC's Deputy Commissioner for Conservation
and State Parks (another Deputy C
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Nashville experienced the greatest addition of
open land in its history.

New llncllmu for TDOT

Te “ammissioner of Transpor-
tation, Gerald Nlcely, has created a new struc-
ture in TDoT, according to Ed Cole, who spoke at
the TCWP Annual Meeting. Originally, there

people and the

tors. Commissioner Nicely added athird pillar -
- planning, and Ed Cole is in charge of that, as
Chief of Eavironment and Planning. His program
will evaluate transportation needs from the point
ofview of infrastructureand the environment; the
philosophy is to enhance, and not just protect.
His Division is about to embark on a 25-year com-

Karen Stakowski, handles TDEC's “Eaviron-
ment"side). He had previously served with the
Metro Nashville Board of Parks & Recreation,

Fyke reported that the uneven attention
previously paid to the 6 resort parks, on the one
hand, andthe remainingnon-resortparks, on the
other, has ended; all state parks will be treated
thesame in a seamless system. Existing resources
will be reallocated. A different name will be
found for'resort" parks to downplay the visitor
expectation of luxury, and these parks will be
made more seif-sustaining. The forner manager
of the restaurant at Cumberland Mountain Sule
Park will be in charge. A marketing
be launched next spring will emphasis ke
beauty, natural values, and uniqueness of Tennes-
see's parks, instead of the golf courses and mari
nas. A goal willbe to get people (primarily Ten-
nesseeans) back into their par]

He also addressed staffing policies, stress-
ing that the State Park System has a huge cumn-
berof dedicatedemployees working forvirtually
nothing. Career-service status had been taken
from these employees; it is now being restored
The system will be professional, not political.
Other specific changes:

Charlie Tate is heading the natural and cul-
tural program division and will be heavily in-
volved in planning, reporting directly to Fyke.
‘The new director of State Parks Operations is a
20-year state parks veteran, formerly at Rad-
nor Lake Natural Area

tti-modal plan,
Which is scheduled to be complete by 2005. Its
goals and values will be determined after exten-
sive public participation. Among many issues is
the use of transportation-mitigation funds (to
compensate for the lands by roads and
rights-of-way); some other states, eg., N, us
such funds for acquisition of open-space public
lands.

An evaluation of 15 controversial road pro-
jects is under way by TOoT, including the Knox-
ville Beltway, the Pellissippi Parkway exten-
sion, US 127 North and South of Crossville, and
Highway 321 between Gatiinburg and Cosby. A
comprehensive independent study, now complete,
was conducted by the UT Center for Transporta-
tion Research, under its Executive Director, Dr.
Stephen Richards. Througha series of "Listening
Sessions” and other means, the researchers col-
lected information from citizens, communities,
city planners, and govemment officials about how
the fifteen projecs (which would cost more than
a billion dollars) were determined as necessary in
the first place. UT researchers also reviewed
project altematives and the extent to which citi-
2en input had taken place during the project-
planning process.

The UT Center for Transportation Research
was charged, notwith making decisions aboutthe
future of the projects, but with the mission of pro-
viding an assessment upan which the TDoT could
bzse its decisions. Findings were tumed over to
Nicely, who formed Project Review

The head of the
Services Division will act as state coordinator
forthe various parks'“fiends" groups.
* For the 53 parks, there will be three Regional
Managers, instead of justone.

Fyke mentioned that when Governor Brede-
sen was growing up, he had wanted tobe a park
ranger. During Bredesen's tnure as Mayor,

Tean\s within TDOT to examine the resuls of the
study. Decisions will be made project by project in
the very near future; some are being announced as
wegotopress.

‘The Tennessee Road Builders Association, an
industry lobbying group that makes large dona-
tions ¥ political candidates, recently reacted




violently and intemperately to TDoT's new direc-
tions. In an article, the executive director re-
ferred to the oppanents of road projects as *small
but vocal groups of local citizens ... ortraveling
hordes of anti-everything, build-nothing extrem-
ists ... with the same old song and dance about
muddy water and supposedly critical ‘nowhere
else, anywhere on earth’ habitat for this or that
bug or bunny.”

Stetus of oll & gas regulations

In mid-August. TCWP joined the Tennessee
Clean Water Network (TCWN), and the Na-
tional Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) in
a letter to Commissioner Betsy Child expressing
comoom that State activities directed toward re-
vised oil & gas regulations mightbe falling short
of an opea public process. Following the July 2002
oil spill in the Obed system’s Clear Creek, which
had focused public attention onthe inadequacy of
Teanessee's laws and regulations, the State an-
nounced interim policy measures (which were im-
plemented in October 2002) andinitiated a public
process for reviewing the program. An Oil and
Gas Study Committee, consisting of state staff,
developed a set ofrecommendations an the basis
of inputreccived from a vasietyof contituncies,

\sevation community was generally

supportive o( these recommendations when they
were released in January 2003. However, little
action has subsequently, and there is a
growing concern that what had been an effective,
collaborative process may have become a quiet
process between the state and the regulated com-
munity (the Tennessee Oil & Gas Association,
TOGA). The joint TCWN/TCWP/NPCA letter
sent in August requested that any discussions re-
garding rolerevisionbe conducted through an ap-
propriate public process.

The Division of Geology responded, stating
that, after the recommendations of the Oil and
Gas Study Committee had been released in Janu-
ary, only one meeting had taken place between
the State and TOGA to discuss regulatory
changes. The interim policy measures imple-
mented in October of 2002 will remain in effect un-
til a public rulemaking hearing takes place and
the necessary changes are formally adopted.
Such a hearing will be announced before the end
of this calendar year.

Wster-quality standards
finally approved

The lorg struggleto get the Water Quality
Control Board (WQCB) to approve effective an-
tidegradation rules recommended by the profes-
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sional staff (N1.251 13A, NL252 §24) has finally
ended in an acceptable comproouise. The WQCB
initially met on July 22 to consider the revised
water-quality rules, but after hearing ing
testimonies it decided to delay its vote on the full
package. The Board did accept everything ex-
ceptthe controversial antidegradation provision.
This provision, 1200-4-3.068), required a thor-
ough review, including active public participa-
tion, of pollution-prevention alternatives when-
ever a permit for a new or expanded discharge is
requested for a high-quality water.

In delaying its vote, the WQCB requested
that environmental advocates and industry rep-
resentatives try to reach an a
themselves over the key features of the antide-
gradation provision.

On September 24, the Tennessee Clean Wa-
ter Network's (TCWN's) Kim Campbell reported
the final outcome: “Yesterday, the WQCB ap-
proved the revisions to Teanessee’s Water Qual-
ity Standards (1200-4-3 and 1200-4-4), including
the latest revisions to the antidegradation regu-
latiorss that were agreed upon by environmental
and industry interests. Although there was some
compromise involved, we are very pleased with
thenew antidegradation rulesand believe this is
an important step forthe protection of Tennessee’s
higher quality waters. This wouldnot have been
possible without thededicationand hard workof
all of yov and many others across the state. We
appreciate your support!”

To receive an electronic copy of the new
rules, contact TCWN at kim@tcwn.org.

Tell Forestry Commission wa nesd
forestry

Last year, at the urgingof citizens’ group, a
numberof agencies jointlyundertook the Southem
Forest Resource Assessment, SFRA (NL243 16B;
NL244 §5C). Subsequently, the State Forestry
Commission was instructed by the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly to report to them by 3/1/04 cn the
impact of the SFRA. on Tennessee’s fores ts, and to
make suggestions for changes inthe state’s forest
policy.

This is an important opportunity because. in
the absence responsible forestry legislation, Ten-
nessee s already suffering serious environmental
and economic uences of over-extraction and
other damaging forestry practices; and the trend
is toward major wocsening of the situation. Any
suggestions by the Commission will, of course,
have tobe followed upby legislation - a lengthy
processin thefuture.




‘The Forestry Commission held four hearings
between October 7 and 28 to receive public input
on the SFRA. TCWPs Sandra Goss presented oral
comments at oneof them. It is not too late, how-
ever, for us to provide written comments (see ac-
tion box, below), and weurgeyouto do so.
‘The SERA, though biased toward the pulp
and paper industry, nevertheless contains many
Serious warmings that the Forestry Cox
needsto heed. Among these wamings are the fol-
lowin
"The South has become the dominant timber-
producing regionin the countzy. More than 58%
of domestic fiber productionin 1997 was in the
South.”
1f trends continue, there will be anet lose of
hardwood forests in the South (more extracted
than planted). It has already happened with
softwoods. Totalforest lossis projected tobe 8-
12 million acres between 1992 and 2020
Southeastern Forestsarethe most diverse in
the USA, yet the Cumberland Plateau, among
the most diverse regions, has alreadyhad ma-
jor forest loss (about 180,000acres between 1982-
1992)andis sustaining muchmore.
Protection of species habitatsand water qual-
ity "canno longerbe relegated solely to public
lands," because ~90% ofthe land in the South is
privately owned.

* There are numerous imperiled and vulnerable

species and ecosystems in Tennessee andthe

Southeast thatare seriously impacted by loss

of forest habitat,

Logging is oneofthe major sourcesof water-

quality damage, the major nonpoint-source pol-

lutant being sedimentation.

Voluntary Best Management Practicesaren’t

workingin Tennessee, where thereis only63%

compl ance (second worstof 12 southern states)

BMPsneed to be mandatory.

‘There are more jobs related to tourism than to

- WHATYOU CAN DO Whenyousu environ-

 youwould like lebe lramd-s a citizen forest
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ForestWetch databsse online

With the help of a grant from TSR
estwatch, a program of the Dvgwood A
has created the interactive web site
www forestwatchnet, where trained  forest
watchers enter infonnation about private-land
logging that they have monitored or witnessed.
The web site will display notices to agencies
based on the infonmation collected by forest
watchers. Onits publicly accessible portion, the
web site will also contain information on agency
requirements or laws, maps, and statistics.

This service is particularly important be-
cause Tennessee has ro pre-logging notification
requirements, leaving thousands of culs unseen by
agencies charged with stream o wildlife protec-
ton. Chip and paper mills are not required ¥ an-
swer for impack caused by the logging that sup-
plies their mills.

watcher, contactForestWatch at
or 423-332-0748.

Conservation Voters

Tennessee Conservation Voters {TCV) has
begun the process of consulting their member orga-
nizations (including TCWP) about legislation
they would like TCV to support during the next
session of the Temnessee General Assembly.
Among issues submit ed by TCWP are: restoration
of the wetlands-ac: o, and other acquisi-
Yion, funds; increasing lands for state parks and
natural areas; logging legislaton/chip-mill con-

securing a dedicated, permanent fund for a
professionally managed state park system.
setting priomies for its efforw, TCV will consider
ofan issue, but its timeliness

wood production (though timber
increasing, the % jobs in thatfield is decreas-
ing). Outdoor recreation travelers spend more
moneyper person per tripthan do leisuretrav-
elers.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The hearings havejust

ended, but youcansend wnllm testimony,
nnessee Forestry Commission, Attn:

Kay Fermann, P.O. Box 40627, Melrose Station,

Nastille, TN 57204, or e-mail t9
Tell them we need
mandatory BMPs and other protective laws.

and whether the proposed legislation stands a
chance of passage.

Dodd Galbresth leaves TDEC

For the past 10 years, Dodd Galbreath, who
served in the Tennessee Dept. of Environment and
Conservation (TOEC) in the area of policy plan-
ning, has maintained very good contact with the
environmental community an a number of issues,
especially water supply and demand (e.g., Cum-
berland Plateau dam proposals). He was an ef-
fective conduit to Justin Wilson, Gov. Sundquist's
special advisor.

As of October 1, Dodd has transferred to a
different branch of state govemment, the De-



partment of Agriculture’s Water Resowres Sec-
tion, where he'll work in the Non-Point-Source
. Agriculture and Forestry can, of course,
‘be major sousces of non-point-source water poilu-
tion. Dodd’s e-mail address will remain
dodd galbreath@state tn.us. We hope to con-
tinue working with Dodd in his new capacity.

A.

3. MINING DEVASTATION

Mountsintop removs!

en Mountains
or 3 contripton by
Tiffany Hartung SOCMI

Early in July, the Knoxvilie Office of Sur-
face Mining (OSM) and the Water Pollution Con-
trol Division of the Tennessee Departmert of En-
vitonment and Conservation (TDEC) issued per-
mits for the 2,139-acre surface mine in the commu-
nity of Elk Valley in Campbell County (the sec-
ond largest surface ceai mine ever approved by
thestate). This permitaliows the Robert Clear
Coal Company to blast and remove the three
peaks of Zeb Mountain using anew type of mining
calledCross Ridge Mining.

Cross Ridge Mining is a variation of Moun-
tain Top Removal, in which all or most of a moun-
tainis removed, andthenthe operatorpurportsto
putthe mountain back to approximate ongmal
contour (AOC). The word 2pproximate is key.
given that the peaks will not necessarily be re-
stored to their original elevation and 05 M's
guide linescall for 20 wide terraces every 50'. [f
an operator is successful in rebuilding a mountain
after it has been blasted apart and the coal has
been removed, the mountain will not look like the
one that was therebefore.

Since the passage of the federal surface min-
ing reclamation act in 1977, mountain-kop re-
moval has been a controversial extraction
method, making national news and going as far as
rulings in the federal cousts (e.g., NL245 18D).
The last mountaintop removal mining operation
in Tennessee occurredin the 1980's.

In the case of Zeb Mountain, there are over
100 homes within 1/2 mile, and an elementary
school just a 1/2 mile away in the valley below,
After only five weeks of mining, the operation re-
sulted in Sedimentation problems in Dan's Branch
and Lick Fork, as reported by local residen ts and
documented by a USS. Fish and Wildlife Service
visit to the site. It will be interesting to see what
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TDEC does about these apparent water quality
violations.

Justa few miles away fom Zeb Mountain, is
another proposed “Cross Ridge Mining” operation
on Braden Mountain. The permit for the 665-acre
area in the Royal Blue Wildlife Management
Atea has already been approved by OSM. How-
ever, in 2000, the Gatliff Coal Company, which
holdsthe permit to mine on Braden Mountain, in-
dicatedthatthey were not planning to begin min-
inginthe near future and requested that they not
have to post a performance bond. By going into
“ond Deferred Status,” the company avoids
having to reapply fora permit when they later
decide to open the mine.

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) re-
centlyannounced that it is preparing to take new
bids from coal operators ¥ mine the coal under
Braden Mountain, TVA indicated in a draft
docurent about the proposed lease that “recent
developments in the coal market have made the
formerly proposed mining operation more eco-
nomically attractive, and TVA now proposes to
enter into a new lease agreement.”

TVAis in the process of preparing an Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (EIS) that will ex-
aminethe impact of surface and deep miningthe
Koppers Coai Reserve, focated in a 53,000-acre
area in Campbell and Scott Counties to which
TVA owns the mineral rights. This coal reserve
largely overlaps the Royal Blue Wildlife Man-
agement Area, which is managed by the Tennes-
see Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA). TVA is
proposing that 13 mountains within the Royal
Blue area be cross-ridge mined. A portion of
TVA's proposed miningarea is in the watershed
of the Big South Fork National Recreation Area.

Although TVA is working an an EIS for the
Kopper's Reserve, OSMdid not require an EIS for
the Zeb Mountain/Elk Valley mining operation.
In early October, SOCM, the Sierra Club, and
othergroups filed suitin federal district cowt in
Knoxville against OSM forthis violation of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Knowledgeable observers fear that the Zeb
and Braden Mountain operations are just the be-

of a Tennessee trend toward the Cross-
ridge/Mountaintop Removal mining that has
devastated West Virginia and Kentucky. They
are partticularly disappointed that a state
agency, TDEC's Water Poilution Control Divi




sion, issued a permit for the Zeb Mountalu/Elk
Valley operation, the most destructive type of
coal mining everinvented.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Send a strong message 1o
Govemnor Bredesen (contact information on p.2),
urging him to protect the waters of our state, and
notto allow Tennessee % be'devastated bythe
typeof mining thathas ruined West Virginiaand
Kentucky. For more information, contact Tiffany
Hartung at tiffacy@soam.org; or (865) 426-9455.

Absndoned Mina Lands (AML) pro-
gram needs extansion
The 1977 Surface Mining Act provides for
reclomationof abandoned (“orphan”) mine lands
through a specialfund that is fed by a small per-
cmngzohhe revenuesfrom the mining that has
since passage of the Act. This AML
(Amndoned Mine Lands) program is, however,
set to endin 2004, even though large amounis of
money still remain in the Fund (at least an pa-
per). Furthermore, Tennessee, which has hun-
dreds of abandoned coal mines,hasbeen receiving
much less money than other states because it
switched from a state toa federal
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plain forest believed to be nique in North Caro-
lina, and should contain results of resource studies
which show, among other things, that 255 species
newto GRSMNP records were found on, and adja-
cent to, the Ravensford site, and that 58 species
that are thought to be new to science would be
lost.

The Senate has not yet voted on HR 1409,
The great fear is that Rep. Taylor, who chairs
the House Interior Appropriations Subcommittee,
will attempt to attach HR1409 to the Interior
Appropriations bill when this goes to Conference
Committee, where deals are cut i Three years
ago, he pulled this trick with the North Shore
Road bill, see T4B, below.)

WHAT YOU CAN DO:_Without delay, contact
Senators Alexander (R-TN), Frist (R-TN), and
Edwards (D-NC, a Presidential candidate), op-
posingthe land exchangeon principle (terri ble
precedent for a National Park to give away land)
as well as forits particulars (see above and
NL252 138). Urge them, especially, to resist

. having HR1409 attached to the Interior Appro-

priations bill, which would be a sneaky wayto
assure its passage and preempt theEIS. Thé fate
sl i by

program about 2 decades ago.
Legislation is needed %o reauthorize the
AML andgive Tennessee a fairer share. Several

on
tionintroduced, but have notsucceeded sofar.

4. SMOKIES ISSUES

Revensford exchanga biil
s House

Rep. Charles Taylors (R-NC) HR.1909, the
EBCI Land Exchange Act, passed the House on
Septern ber 23 by a vote of 288 127. To his credit,
Rep. John Duncan, Je. (R-TN) was one of 4 Repub-
licans voting Nay. The bill requires the Na-
tional Park Service (NPS) to give 143 acres of
Park land b the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans (EBCI), in exchange for a non-contiguous par-
cel, the 218acre Waterrock Knob site 15 miles
from the Park (near the souther end of the Blue
Ridge Parkway) (NL252 13B).

Taylor's bill attempts to preempt the Na-
tional Park Service's current NEPA process per-
taining (o the exchange. The Draft EIS, which
will include a preferred alternative, is expected
tobe ready for public review early next year. It
should evaluate the impact of removal from the
GRSMNP of a high-value portion of the flood-

sciénce and pu blic input through the NEPA proc-
ess, not by an Actof Congress. Addresses on p.2.

North Shore Roed: eppropristion
needed for a cash settiement

‘The EIS process is continuing, with another
«ound of NPS public meetings having been com-
pletedin Septem ber. ltis expected to cost $4 mil-
lion, which comes out of the $16 million Rep.
Taylor got appropriated for North Shore Road
construction late in 2000 (NL236 13A).

ith both Senators Alexander (R-TN) and

Edwards (D-NC) now having come out in favor of
the cash settlement (in lieu of the road) for
which the Swain County Board of Commissioners
voted in mid-February (NL250 17A), it would
make a lotof sense to reach that settlement expe-
ditiously, instead of wasting additional moneyon
the road EIS. Thus,as suggested by Sen. Edwards
(NL252 13A), more of the already-appropriated
$16 millioncould be used toward the cash settle-
ment. Additional funds would require a separate
Congressional appropriation, which some wise
legislator would have to introduceas a bill. The
logical person would be Congressman Taylor ~ but
can youijust see that happening?!




WHAT YOU CAN DO: WritetoSecrelaiyGale
Norton, US Dept. ul the Interior (1549 e Skled,

Urge her toheed Sen Alexinder’s views unm
ranging a cash settlement iulieuof theroad (it
would costonly one-hifd asmuch), andto pro-

pose an bill to that effect.

5. SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN
NATIONAL FORESTS NOW
TARGETED FOR LOGGING

¢ the US Forest Service (USFS) had re-
leased its draft plans for five national forests in
the Souhem Appalachians (including the
Cherokee), and aftec public input had occumed,
the agency secretly made adrastic change in its
management direction for these forests, which
collectively cover ~3 million acres. Throughout
the many-year process of drafting the manage-

A.
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6. TVA AND AIR QUALITY

Rate hike being biame:
on poliution-control costs

When the TVA Board voted fora 7.4% elec-
tric rate hike in late August, Board members
blamed iton the cost of poliution control require-
ments at the agency's coal-fired power plants,
But, as pointed out by Steve Smith, director of
the Southem Alliance for Clean Energy, speaking
at TCWP's quarterly meeting of August 19, other
major reasons for the rate hike were TVA's intent
torestart Browns Ferry nuclear plant in Alabama
(518 billion), the agency’s need to pay down its
huge debt (TVA pays $1.4 billion a year on the
interest), and ugcamicg expensive maintenance
costs. By comparison, about 5340 million per year
will be needed until 2010 for environmental
cleanup. The TVA Board's blaming the rate hike
entirely a pollution-control costs was a calcu-

mentplans, the USFS
that the biological and recreational values of the
Southern Appalachian forests were of primary
importance, and that timber production would
only bea "byproduct'ofmanaging for these other
values. The guiding principle was to be environ-
mental restoration, the management goals being
watershed health, ecosystem sustainability, re-
covery of threatened and endangered species, and
similar objectives.

At the 11" hour, the USFS made a drastic
change in direction. In briefing papers stamped
“Not Releasable,” the regionalleadership team
decided to allow individual national forests to
designate lands where the primary emphasis
would be'the purposeful growing, tending, har-
vesting, and regeneration of regulated crops of
trees For a copy of the Southem Regional
Briefing document, contact Cat McCue at SELC:
434:977-4090, or cmccue@selcva org]

whether a late change of this mag\nude constic
tutes a violation of the National Environmental
Policy Act. NEPA requires thorough environ-
mental reviewand fuilpublic involvement.

The revised Forest Land and Resource Man-
agementPlan and Final EISfor the Cherokee Na-
tional Forest will be ready for distribution in
Janwaty. Ifyoucommented on the Draft, you will
receive a printed copyand a CD. If you did not
comment,youcan request, (a) a printed set, or(b)
a summary and CD (write: LMP, Cherokee NF,
POBox 2010, Cleveland, TN 37320). The docu-
mentis onlineat

public opinion.
East Tennessee is among the worst air-

quality regions inthe country; merethan 60% of
our power comes from coal-fired power plants,
and TVA bums 40 million tons of coal annually.
Only 35%of inherentenergy is recovered bycoal-
firedplants,and thecombustioncontributes haze,
acid precipitation, ozone. carbon dioxide, and
mercury. OF 59 boilers in TVA's 11 coal plants,

acbon y
global warming, needs new, efficient technology.
Chairman endorses “Clear Skies”

TVA Chairman Glera: McCullough, testify-
ing before a Senate subcomittee considering air
quality legislation, endorsed the Bush Admini-
stration's Clear Skies initiative. Since then,
Tennessee' concemed

ee’s Sen. Lamar Alexander,
about the Smokies and our state’s generally dis-
mal air, has publicly recognized the inherent
weaknesses of Clear Skies and the fact that it ac-
tually weakens existing laws (NL252 7A). Sen.
Alexander has cosponsored the stronger Carper
bill. 1t is regrettable that the TVA chairman,
charged with the welfare of our region, has been
unable to recognize the samefac.

Regrettably, also, both Sen. Frist and Rep.
Wamp are still supporting the dismal Admini-
stration bill. About one-third of the air pollution
in the Great Smoky MountainsNational Park is
contributed bypower plants. Bush'sClear Skies
would be totally inadequate to fix the major
damages. Even after 15 years, for example, the
damage toSmokies' soils from acid precipitation



allowed by Clear Skies would be 2.5 times higher
than thelevel at which soils can begin to recover.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: People of T:lmd o
should demand that Sen Bill Frist, fhie Eiie
Majority Leader, protect our Great Smoky Moun-
Park andour lungs by
quality legislation that, unlie Clear-Skies,
couldmake a real Uifference. Ditto for our Coii-
gressmen (see p2 for addresses), and for the TVA
Board of Directors (West Summit Hill Drive,

Knoxville, TN 37902).

TV‘ Ciuclll

e Tennessee Valley Authority Congres-
sncnal Canms is now chaired by Teressee's Sen.
Lamar Alexander.

7. OAK RIDGE and KNOXVILLE

Codar Barrens now has a steward;
is foatured In Stata magazina

wary 2003, TCWP published a_report
entitled "Oak Ridge Barrens: History, Signifi-
cance, and Management’ (NL249 16B; NL250
99B). This report, which led to reaffirmation of
the Natural Area agreement (see below), among
other things called for a steward who would <o
ordinate protectivemanagement ofthe area. We
are grateful to longtime TCWP merber Tim
Bigelow, whohasnowvolunteered toserveas the
steward. Tim has already scheduled a workday
to remove exotics (see 19C, for details).

The Tennessee Conservationist of Septem-
ber/October carries an article by Reggie Reeves
(Director of TDEC's Division of Natural Heri-
tage) entitled “Oak Ridge Cedar Barrens Natu-
ral Area Celebrates 15 Years.” Headed by a big
color photo of Oak Ridge Mayor Bradshaw,
TCWP President Cindy Kendrick, and TDEC
Commissioner Betsy Child standing in front of
the Natural Area sign, the article tells about the
recent reaffirmation of the three-partner cam-
‘mitment to continue the protection of the 6 acre
area: the City as property owner, TCWP as the
area’svolunteer steward, andthestateas techni-
cal advisor.

The article relates same of the efforts that
were required te save and designate the area,

then g arren
isbei bynature iasts and
as"a living outdoor classroomfor .. the adjacent

Jefferson Middle School” It also mentions
TCWP's January 2003 report (see above), and how
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it led to the reaffirmation of the Natural Area

dgceemen. To request a copy of the Temessee
article, send a

slamped envelope to Sandra Goss, 4308 Thom-

wood, Knoxville, TN 37921.

Mooting with DOE Manager
to discuss future ORR Land Use
[Contributedby Deviosiin

On September 18, representatives from Ad-
vocates for the Oak Ridge Reservation (AFORR),
TCWP, and Friends of Oak Ridge National Labo-
ratory. (FORNL) met with Gerald Boyd, Man-
ager of the Dept. of Energy’s (DOE) Oak Ridge
Operations (ORO). The primary topic of discus-
sion was land use planning for the nearly 30,000
acres of Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) land that
was oot considered by the Focus Group in 2001-
2002 (NL247 98A). These acres consist of most of
the DOE land east and south of highway 58
They suround the Y-12 facility and ORNL and.
include the Three Bends Scenic Area and Wild-
life Refuge along the Clinch River.

While representatives present advocated
furtherlong-range planningfor these areas, Man-
ager Boyd assured the group that(a) DOE consid-
ered all these lands to be essential to DOE’s cur-
rent mission and (b) ORO had not received, and
did not anticipate receiving any requess for
transfers of any of this land in the near future
(with the exception of three small parcels asso-
ciated with the Museum, AMSE). If any such re-

received, the rep-
resented at the meetingand the public would be
promptly notified. When asked about DOE's in-
tentions regarding the ThreeBendsarea, he indi-
cated that DOE intends to renew its cusent
agreement with the state of Tennessee (due toex-
pire in January 2006), wherein the area would
continue to be managed by TWRA.

Representatives also pointed out to Mr.
Boyd that the prior agreement between DOE and
the state toprotect?7 State Natural Areas onthe
ORR had never been renewed following their can-
cellation well over a year ago. ORO representa-
tives had indicated to the press at that time that
renewal would occur promptly. Manager Boyd
was surprised to hear this and promu'sed to look
into the matter.

Oak Ridga City Council
s rasolution criticizing

vation ment
[Contr:buted by DevJostin]

On August 5, the Tennessee Department of
Environmentand Conservation (TDEC)helda lis-
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Box2001,0ak Ridge, TN 37831-2001),and/orto
members of the Oak Ridge City Council (PO Box
1,0ak Ridge, TN 37831-0001, 01

‘ccouncil@cortn.org), expressing y ous views on the
value of preserving public lands, in particular the|
Black Oak Ridge 3,073 acre easement for conser-
vation, research, and recreation.

tening session to receive public input an future
managementof the over3,000 acres an Black Oak
Ridge on the westem end of the Oak Ridge Reser-
vation (ORR). This area is to be placed wnder a
conservation easement and managed by the State
of Tennessee foran “indefinite period” for conser-
vation, research, and recreation (NL249 Y6A).
‘The agreement hadbeen negotiated by the Natu-
ral Resources Damages Assessment (NRDA) team
as partial payment to the people of Tennessee for D. City of Oak Rid
pollutron damages caused by DOE.

Intends to

Those S0or more citizens attending the pub- o st more :": °'I' the (wast/ ond
lic hearing (NL252 J6A) gave nearly wnanimous O sy o ap o™

support and approval of the general concept of The Osk Ridge City Manager's Office and
this conservation area with opportunities for certaln City Council members have recently indi-
low-unpact recreation. TCWP as an organiza- cated that they are interested in soon requesting
tion, and several individual cerbers, subse- about 250 acres of DOE Reservation land an the
quently submitted written comments to that  ef- west end of Oak Ridge for residential develop-
fect. ment, This would be in addition to the 278-acre
tract of former DOE Reservation land (Parcel A)
the trying tosell

the east end of Oak Ridge. The additional ~250
acres thatthe city considers requestingis located

In sharp contrast, the Oak Ridge City Coun-
cilon September 22 passed a resolution authoriz-
ing commenk to be sent to TDEC that criticized
the federal Natural Reseurces Damages Assess-

ment (NRDA) team (see above) for not including a immediately adjacent to the 3,000-acre Black
representative of Oak Ridge city govemment o Oak Ridge conservation easement. The city indi-
the federal panel. The City Council resolution cated publicly about a year ago that it was inter-

also urged TDEC and other parties involved to

io ested in asking DOE for somewhere between 85
limit the term of the conservation easement over

and 200 acres to the west of Wisconsin Avenueand

a portion of the acreage to five years. The resolu- immediately Soth of Whippoorwill Drive.
tion argued that some of this land was part of Since then, theextent of their requesthas grown.
Parcel D,a “sell-suffciency” parcel, and the city The city's request is stil in the formative stage
might want to request that DOE allow it to de- and has not been formally submitted to DOE.

velop thatlandin the future.
This City Coundl resolution was passed in
spite of the fact that the Oak Ridge Regional
Planing Comumission had previously ~recom-
ended that this same area not be zoned for de-
velopment because of excessive skeepaess. Cour-
cilpassed the cesolution even after hearing com-
ments from at least 5 Oak Ridge citizens who
pointed out tattheNRDA dscision was based on
the unanimous recommendation of all 20 partici-
pants ofthe FocusGroup, whichhad included the

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Gerald Boyd,
Manager, Oak Ridge Operations, USDOE (PO
Box 2001, Oak Ridge, TN 37831-2001), and/or to
members of the Oak Ridge City Council (PO Box
1,0ak Ridge, TN 378310001, or
), expressing your views on

e AR AL e 1
for devel

then City Manager, two City Council members, E. Knoxville trust fund to created
three Chamber of Commerce representatives, and for park-lands acquisition, etc.

other OakRidge citizens. After studying anddis- In early Seplember, the Knoxville City
cussing the area for a year, the Focus Group had Coundl passed an amendment that would be
decided that this identical area’s best land use placed i ke city charter by refeendum in
was for conservation, research, and recreation. August 2004. It willcreate a 20-yeartrustfundfor
Citizens atthe Sept.22 City Councilmeeting also parks, greenways, and historic preservation. The
noted the advantages tothe city of the conserva- sanof $250,000 annually is to be placed into the
tion area and of the recreational opportunities fund, for theMayorand Council touseforland ac-

ion orcapital pm‘zcts only,starting July 1,
2005. Over the couse of 20 years, this will

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Gerald Boyd, amount to$5 million.
Manager, Oak Ridge Operations, USDOE (PO

the areawould provide.




A,

8. NATIONAL ISSUES

Sec. Norton's muitiple esseults
on wildernsss

Undera 1976 law (the FLPMA), the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) is required toinven~
tory all of its lands for wildemess characteris-
tics, following which the President must send
Congresshis recommendations forwilderness des-
ignation. Until Congress reaches a final decision,
the recommended areas (Wildemess Study Areas,
WSAs) must bemanaged soas not to impair their
suitability for wildemess designation. Thus, the
exclusive power of Cangress ¥ make these deci-
sions is protected from premature agency ap-
proval of any non-wildemess uses of these lands

A few months ago, Interior Secretary Nor-
ton, (a) ordered the BLM to cease any cusrent or
new inventories forwildemess eligibility, and(b)
revoked existing prokection for many millions of
acres of WSAs and Wilderness Inventory Areas
that had been established after 1993 (the first
yearof Presidential wildemess recommendations
under the 1976 FLPMA). These lands are aow
open to mining,drilling, andotherdevelopments.

And therewas a third the  of attack: (c) al-
lowing state and local govemunents to use the so-
called RS2477 rightof-way pmvlsmn to clalm
cow paths, ghost roads, and w
‘highways” (NL240 15E) thus dlsquihlymg
huge tracts of publiclands (which belong to t
entire nation, and notjust to the localities) fmm
wilderness designation. Fortunately, a_compro-

endment to the Interior Appropriations
bill (offered to preempt a mere stringent one)
would prevent the Interior Department from
processing applications for rights-of-way on
“lands within a designated National Monument,
Wilderness Study Area, National Park System
unit, National Wildlife System wnit, or lands
within the National Wilderness Preservation
System."

Notonly do Sec. Noxton's actions jeopardize
new wildemess designatrons for the duration of
this Administration, but they carry over into the
future. As potential wildemess lands get de-
graded by developments to which the Bush Ad-
ministration has now opened them, they will ro
longer qualify for Wilderness Study status inthe
years tocome.

One ofthe great wilderness advocates of our
time, Mardy Murie (widow of Olaus Murie, a
Wilderness Society founder) said: "I hope the
United States of America is natso rich that she
can afford to let these wildernesses pass by, or so
poor that she cannot afford to keep them.” Mar-
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die Murie died a couple of weeks agoat theage of
101

Administration explolts fear
of firea to boost logging

The public fear of forest fires is being ex-
ploited by the Bush Administration to push for
increased logging in national forests.  Studies
haveshown, however, that the legging of larger
(the most fire-resistant) trees can actually in-
crease the fire hazard, and that the best way to
protect communities is to use fireproof building
materials and to thin trees andbrush in the im-
mediate vicinity of communities. This best strat-
egy isnotbeingaddressed

The Adm'wnistration is pursuing its agenda
by regulatory as well as legislative means. Ne
regulat’ons adopted in May will promote large-
scale logging an huge acreages (far distant from
communities) without any enviranmental revieto
orright of public appeal. The excuse was that
the public's right to appeal logging plans inter-
feres with fire prevention. But the govemment's
own data indicate that 93% of all projects go
through without any appeals, and only 0.3% of
projects everwind upin court,

The Administration is also sponsoring legis-
lation, dubbed (in "Bushspeak”) the “Healthy
Forests Initiative.” The primary bill, HRI904,
sponsored by Congressional allies of the timber
industry, would allow the logging of large trees
(including old-growthtrees)in pristine backcoun-
try, and it would waive environmental laws, in-
terfere with judicial review, and reduce public
input for logging projects inowunational forests
and otherpublic lands. In addition, new subsidies
would be provided for industry to log our public
lands.

A vole on HR1904 was temporarily stalled
in mid-October, when Senate Democraks called
for anew hearing on an Administration-brokered
Senatecompromisebill.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Withoutdelay, contact
your Senators {address on p.2) to let them know
that the "Healthy Forests Initiative” is a scam
that will deliver up the natons besttrees to the
timber industry without addressing thefirehaz-
ardto communities.

Important National Park Service
functions hurt by reshuffling funds
Ducing his 2000 presidential campargn, the
major part of George W. Bush's environmental
platform consisted of a promise to “fix the main-



tenance backlog™ for the National Park System,
andhe pledgedan additional SSbillion over a 5-
year petiodfor this purpose. In recent photo-ops
(e.g. when shoveling dirt anto a park trail that
wasbeing repaired), he declared that $2.9 ofthe
pmmmd $5 billion had already been spent thus

Unfortunately (according to NPCA), most of
this amount (525 billion) has, in fact, been re-
shuffled from money that had already been going
to the parks for necessaryNPS functions, suchas
interpretive services. A mere$360 used forfixing
the backlog has come from the new, additional,
funds that had been promised. Furthermore, a
Govemment Ascounting Office (GAO) analysis
this year shows that the maintenance backlog
has not measurably declined.

Administration seeks to axampt
Dept. of Defens
from environmental lsws

[From NRDC's Nature's V oice}

The military, Is one of the natior's biggest
land owners, with authority over hundreds of en-
dangered species. Earlier this year, Vice Presi-
dent Cheney and Defense Secretary Rumsfeld
personally obbied key members of Congeess to ex-
empt DoD from five major envizonmental laws.
However, a govemment report tumed up o evi-
dence that environmental protection was hurting
the military, and EPA testified that the agency
knew of ro training mission that had been de-
layed or cancelled for environmental considera-
tions.

In the end, the Senate rejected four ofthe
five DoD requests for exemptions from environ-
mental laws, leaving only a weakened exemption
from the Endangered Species Act. The House ex-
empted DoD both from the Endangered Species
Adt and the Marine Mammal Protection Act. A
conference committee is working to reconcile Sen-
ate and House bills.

Interior Department continuee
non-protection policles
for endangered spaci

In May, USDI declared it would stop desig-
nating critical habitat for federally threatened
and endangered species. For the past 5 months,
the US Fish & Wildlife Service's (FWS's) criti-
cal habitat action planshave had the following
statement inserted at their beginning: "Designa-
tion of critical habitat provides little additional
protection to species.” TheDept. of the Interior is
seekingdelaysof months, ifnot years, incourt or-
ders(brought by environmental groups) that di-
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cect the FWS to designate areas critical to the re-
coveryof32 species threatened with extinction,

Good news for Okefenokee

Many of us who have experienced the won-
derful wilderess of the -400,000-acre Oke-
fenokee National Wildlife Refuge (on the Geor-
gia-Florida border), especially on onc of the sev-
eral canoe trails, were much worried when, in
1999, the DuPontCo. proposed to mire land along
the eastern edge for titanium dioxide. At that
time, Pres. Clinton's Interior Secretary, Bruce
Babbitt, joined environmental groups in opposi-
tion tothe proposal, but worty esumed after Sec.
Norton took over the Interior Dept. two years
later.

Now, thanks to the efforts of the Conserva-
tionFund.OuPontwill donatethe 16,000-acre po-
tental mine site to the Fund, which will protect
it against development. This represens the larg-
est land-conservation gift in Georgia history.

8. TCWP NEWS

TCWP Board for 2006
The following were elected at TCWP's annual
‘meeting on Cktoberl1

Vice President: Mark Peterson
Secretaty: Mary Lynn Dobson
Treasurer: Charlie Klabunde

Jason Darby
Carol Grametbauer
Juruny Groton
Ralph Harvey
Frank Hensley
Lee Russell
Nominating Comntee
Chy

Richard Raridon
For the first tune in TCWP history, there are ro
mewcomers to the Board. The 2003 Board was so
enthusiastic and effective that last year's Nomi-
nating Committee found it unnecessary to find new
candidates.

Report on TCWP Annual Meeting
The place was ideal (Historic Rugby school
house for the moming program, Big South Fork
area for the aftemoon hikes), the weather was
, and the program excellent. We missed a sig-
nificant fraction of the Board (who had, an the



previous day, embarked an a raft trip through
the Grand Canyon), but welcomed an old friend
from the past, TCWP's first executive director,
Bill Chandler.

Talks by the two excellent representatives
of ow new State govemment are reported else-
where in this Newsletter (1A and 2B).

bouta dosen people enjoyed the hike (led
by Hal Smith} to the Meeting of the Waters, past
the Genttemen's Swimming Hole. As always,
walkers were enchanted by the sandstone sculp-
turing and colors of the bluffs, and by the huge
bouldergroupsin the Clear Fork River. Another
four people ventured an the more demanding
Honey Creek hike, led by Charlie Klabunde who
reports that it took them just 3.1/4 hours, includ-
ng plenty of looking at details.

‘The silent auction netted $354.00. Ous sin-
cere thanks to Dr. George Brown who contributed
a canoe, which attracted the largest singlebid

Upcoming activitias
[Contributed by Sandra Goss)

i 10:30 a.m.

Come explore the rich woods and fields of
four TVA peninsulas known as the Fingers that
are surrounded by Watts Bar Lake. Our path will
be rich with both natural and human history.
Great views of fallcolors will be reflected in the
coves. A variety of wakerfowl may be seen -
loons, grebes, eagles, soprey. and 3 kinds of her-
ons. Well pass an and old home
sites. Ifthewater is at wmler level, the remains
of Tennessee’s earlier inhabitants may be visible
—~ fossils from 250millionyearsago.

Pack water and lunch. For dections and
map, email heronhill@earthlink.net or call
Mary Lynnat 865-3544924. Tocarpool from Oak
Ridge, meet at 9:30 a.m. near the western edge of
the Food City parking lot, comer of lllinois Ave.
andtheOak Ridge Tumpike.

We need volunteers to help getrid of some
invasive exotic pest plants that threaten the
quality of the Oak Ridge Cedar Barrens (behind
Jefferson Middle School). Many thanks to Tim
Bigelow for his willingness to take m steward-
ship of the Barrens (I7A, this NL). Appreciation
alsoto]immy Groton andLatry Pounds for identi-
fying the undesirable plants in the area.

Cedar barcens are small woodland operings
with vegetation similar to that of the Tall Grass
Prairie in the Midwest and Great Plains. These
prairie species cannot tolerate shade, and with-
outregular workdays, thegrasses and forbs inthe
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barrenwould give way to woody species, devel-
oping into a shading oak/pinecanopy.

Volunkers should bring gloves, clippers or
loppers, and water.

i Thursday, December4,7-9 p.m.

Once again, Jenny Freeman and Bill Allen
are graciously hosting TCWP's annual member-
stup holiday party in Oak Ridge. Look for your
invitation in the mail. Twis party is always one
ofthebestof the season

ORNL offers Community Share
as giving option
e Community Shares Campaign has now
been added to the charitable giving options for
ORNL employees. ORNL's first campaign ran
from September15 through Oktober 17. Contribu-
tions can be made via payroll deductions(a pay-
rollauthorization form must be completed). Sev-
eral ORNL staff members were already support-
ers of Community Shares and/or its member agen-
cies (which include TCWP), and many more will,
hopefully, be added. For additional information,
g to the ORNL Community Shares. web sie,
or contact
Mac Post at 5763431, o

Knoxviile Community Food Co-op
[Contributedby Sand:

TCWP was ramed theOcveher Pacner of the
Knoxville Community Food Co-0p's “First Mon-
day Program.” TCWP will receive 5% of the Co-
op's sales made an Monday, October 6, as well as
‘money collected throughout the month from dona-
tionboxes.

Many Members and regular shoppers of the
Food Co-op are familiar with the "First Monday
Program” and choose tosupport their communties
by buying their weekly groceries on the first
Monday of everymonth. Avail yourself of this
opportunity topurchase exciting cheeses, fairly-
traded coffees, wonderful teas, eco-friendly
cleaning products, beautiful organic produce,
mightyfinebeers, andmuch more!

‘The Knoxville Cammunity Food Co-op, open
daily fiom 99, is located at 937 N. Broadway
about one mile north of Downtown Knoxville
(across the street from Broadway Carpets).

Award to be named
In Bill Russell’ honor

The Tennessee Clean Water Network is
planning to establish an annual “Bill Russell
River Hero' award to honor a Tennessean who




hasmade a significant contribution to the protec-
tion or restoration of our state's waters.

News from allled organizations

(Contributed by Sandra Goss|

We welcome Renee Hoyos, who has_been
named Executive Director of the Tennessee Clean
Water Network. She most recently worked with
the California Resources Agency and served as
Special Assistant to Secretary Nichols for Wa-
tersheds and Outreacl.. In addition to working in
watershed management, she wasalsothe envi-
ronmentaleducation and environmental justice co
ordinator, andthe point of contact for Wild and
ScenicRivers issues for the Agency.

'WN founder and former executive direc-
tor Danielle Droilsch recently accepted the posi-
tion of policy director for the Hydropower Re-
form Coalition in Washington DC.

[Based on a con y Dev Joslin]
Mack Prichard, Navaraist for Tennessee
State Parks, will be the speaker at AFORR's an-
nual meeting, Nov.20, at Oak Ridge (see 110,
Calendar, fordetails). Prichard will present a
slide show from his vast and varied collection
and will discuss success stories regarding conser-
vation and the environment in Tennessee, with an
emphasis on East Tennessee. He has decades of
experience in various approaches to conserving
unique parcels of land and will discuss what
works and d oes not work in such conservation ef-
forts. The speaker will be preceded by a brief
businessmeeting, which will include a review of
AFORR's accomplishments and battles of the
past year.

After more than S years, Rob Weber, who
has made the Cumberland Trail State Park into a
jor success story, is stepping down as executive
director of CTC. ‘Search for a replacement s un
der way(see 910, this NL). Rob's wife Susan will
continue as terrific office manager until June 2004,
and Rob will be retained in an “advisory” role
through the same date. Both will be volunteers
“till the end.”
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10. JOB OPENINGS; FELLOWS
CALENDAR; RESOURCES

Iob opening: Cumberland Trail Con

Execie

tive Director.

The Cumberland Trail Conference is a dynamic
volunteer-driven Tennessee nen-prefit organiza-
tion responsible for the acquisition and develop-
ment of the 300-mile Cumberland Trail State
Park. We seek an Executive Disector with S
years' experience in non-profit management,
community-based acquisition, and linear recrea-
tional trail development skills. Strong organiza-
tional vision and the capability to motivate vol-
unteers andobtain results, a must. Position based
in Crossville, Tennessee. Minimurn starting sal-
ary $35K, negotiable, dependent m experience;
salary requirements requested. Full job descrip-
tion at Resumes, re-
lated experience, and references accepted through
February 1,2004. Send to Cumberland Trail Con-
ference, 19 Eastd™ Street, Crossville, TN38S55.

+ Twoscholarships offered
Two scholarships ($3,600 and $10,000, respec-

tively) are available through the University of
Tennessee b carry out research projects at Great
SmokyMountains National Park ~Proposals for

D Fori ion con-

tact Tonnie Maniero, National Park Service, NE
Region, 31 Whiteford Road, Rochester, NY 14620,
585-461-5589, Tonnie Manjero@nps.gov.

Sutherland Fellowship

The Rick Sutherland Fellowship Fund was cre-
ated to “enable socio-economically disadvan-
taged lawyers with otherwise insufficient finan-
cialmeans to engage in public interestlitig:
that would benefit the environment through em-
ployment with a 501 C(3) 0rS01 C{4) organiza-
tion.” The fellowship is a two-year grant of up to
$12,000 annually. Applications aredue 11/30/03,
To find out eligibility requirements, contact
EarthJustice at510-550-6700, or
e2jvs@eacthiustice.org.

These fellowships at the Univ. of Kentucky are
intended for activists whoare working for a

in
Appalachia. Applications due 2/3/04. Contact
Wolfgang Natter, 859-257-3303, 0r visit
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n adlines calendar (For details,
chack the referenced NL itemor contactSandra
K.Goss, 865.522-3809, skgoss@espercon

* Withoutdelay, take action on:
Obed acquisition funds (Y1B)

Ravensford exchange bill(4A)

* October 28, 5:30p.m., TDEC office, 761 Emory
Valley Road, Oak Ridge. “State of East Fork
Poplar Creek.”

« October29,10:00 -11:30 am. beginningin parking
lotof Big TurtlePark, Oak Ridge. "Using Fish
Communuties to Monitor Remediation Effective-
ness. Field trip toobserve fish-population esti-
matio nin Mill Branch, a tributary ofEast Fork
Poplar Creek.

« November 3, Conunent deadie for Tenn. Forestry
Commission(12E).

« Nov. 4-6, Asheville, NC, "Meeting the Chal-
lenges of a Changing Region,” 2003SAMAB Fall
Conference (SAMAB = Southem Appalachian
Man and The Biosphere). Sessions will deal
with air quality, invasive plants, the hemlock
woolly adelgid, protection of streams, and other
vitalissues.  Visit samab@uk.edu for further in-
formation.

« November 8, Fingers Area off-trail hike (19C).

» November 12, Comment deadline for BSF mussel
EA (11A)

« November 15, Cedar Barrens work day (19C).

« November20,7-9 p.m., AFORR Annual Meeting
atFirst Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 127
Lafayette Drive (corner of Laboratory Road),
Oak Ridge, (19C)

« December 4, TCWP Holiday Party, Oak Ridge
(19).

« December 6, Greater Smoky Mountains Coalition
meetingat Lambuthlnn, Lakelnnalush(mmzc\
Gregory Kidd

+ "Natural Resource Yearin Review — 2002" is pub-
lished by the National Park Service, Natural
Resource Information Division, PO Box 25287,
Denver, CO 80225-0287.

« "Strangely Like War: The Global Assault on For-
ests,” by Derrick fensen and George Draffan, is an
exposé of the activities ofan industrialforestry
system increasingly globalized andoperalingout-
side
threatens thebasic life supportsystem e
planetitself. (Publishedby Chelsea Green, 2003,
ISBN 1-931498-45-8; $15).

* The new Alaska Wildemess League web site is at
www.alaskawild.org. It has the latest informa-

NL 253,10/26/03
16

tion on the Amic Wildlife Refuge, the Tongass,
other issu
« Rivers Unhmned hasan upgraded websiteat
i . It contains river in-
formauon, reports on technical water- -quality is-
sues, e

Other resources

* A directory of attorneys who will represent citi-
zensin land-use and environmentalcaseshasbeen
posted on the website of Community & Environ-
mentalDefense Sexvices (CEDS), s
Or email to.

+ Maps of TVA reservoirs, navigation maps, topog-
raphical maps of Valley states, aerial photo-
graphs, etc. are available from TVA's map store
Call 1-800-627-7882, or e-mail

mapstece@fva com.

* The Knoxville Recycling Coalition has available
used95-gallon binsthatcanbeputto workcom-
posting and for other jobs. KRC is askingfor a $20
donation B purchase new bins. Contact KRC at
525-9694 o

* 1DoTs Commumt) Relations Division wants to
hear from citizensabout their various road-
relatedconcerns. Log onto

X s or contact the constitu-
ent servi ice at TDOT. tn

“Witderness itself is the basis of alt our civi-
lization. | wonder if we have enough revererce
for life to concede to wilderness the right to
tive on?”

Margaret "Mardy" Murie, 1902-2003



