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10. ACTION SUMMARY
ANo| Issue Contact “Message!
1A [Obed fund: Sens. Alexander and Frist |*U Obed approp
2A | TN water anii-degradaton rules | Water Qual, Control Board [“De not weaken rules proposed by TDEC!”
2B | Land acquisitionthroughout state | Sens. Alexander and Feist | “Urge confecence commitice (e support Senate list for TNY
3A | North Shore Road in Smokies | Sens. Alexander and Edwardb “Thanks!!! Urge Sens. Frist and Dole to join you! I
Int. Sec. Gale Norton "Heou Sen. Alcxinder's views on this st
3B [ Ravensford land exchange Nat'l Pack Serviee, by §/18 | Comment on badly ftawed DEIS
US Reps and Senators 8 L 1409!"
3C | Bill udcessing Smokies” air qualicy Sen. Alexunder; Sen. Frist | Thank Sen Aleaandor; urge Sen. Frist 10 joio him
6A | Conservatbn casemcnt In ORR | Marsha White,TDEC “1 suppon Natural Arca status; oppose new or wider coads!”
6B | North Ridge Teail TCWP Volunteer (© wotk on peotective ordiaance; brochure.
7A | Clean Air legislation Letier-to-the-editor Prise Sen. Alexander; urge Sea. Frist (0 join bim
B | Atacks on Clean Water Act US Rep. and Senators “(a) Urge EPA and Corps o rescind Jan. 2803 guicance;
() cosponsor Clean Water Restoration Act!”
7C | Interior Apprepriatiens US Rep. and Senators “Support Senate vessiou in couesence conuniltce!”
D | Trail funds US Representative “Try 10 get TE program reinstated!”
TE | Pres.Bush’s dismal cepert cards. US legi Tell them how you feel about Admin. assaulis.
8C | Community Shares [AVORNL, dovate through payroll deductions
8F | Mining issues TCWP Volunteer tohe POC for mining issucs
Senator Jobn Doe ‘The Hon. John Doe Pres. George W. Bush Governor Phil Bredesen
UnitedStates S U.S. House of Represcntatives  The White House State Capibl
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 ‘Washington, DC 20500 anhvllle TN 37243-9872
202456-1111; Fax 4562461 615-741-2001; Fax 615-532-9711

e i pil .
Dear Senitor Doe Dear Congressmian Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
Siacerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respectiully yours, Respecifully yours,
Sen. Bill Frist: Sen. Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Ph: 202-224-3344; FAX: 202-228-1264  Ph: 202-224-4944; FAX: 202-228-3398 Phone: 202-225-3271

‘web: hup:/frist.senate. gov, click "Contact”
Locak: 77

65-545.4253

‘web: hup:/falexapder senate.gov, click "Contact™
Loca):

FAX: 202-225.3494

(FAX 545.4252) Local: 865.576.1976

To call any Rep or Senator, dial Congressional switchboard, 202-224-3121. To find out about the status of bills, call 202.225-1772
URLS: bupi//www bouse.govllastame/ and hup://lastoame.senate.govi General contact info: bup:/iwww.lev.org
Note that mail to Congress is stll slow following the anthrax scare. Consider faxing and other modes of communication.

WHAT IS TCWP?
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1. OBED AND SURROUNDINGS

Land. In
Senete but not Mouse biil

Despite an Administration Budget request
and Congressman Wamp's championship (NL250
12A), funding for Obed land acquisition failed to
getincluded in the House version of the Interior
Appropriations bill. Rep. Charles Taylor (R-
NC), the subcommitiee chairman, is on principle
oppased to federal land acquisition (17C, this
NL

)

A TCWP letter to Tennessee’s senators
brought an immediate phone call from Senator
Alexander’s office informing us that the Obed
item was contained in the Senate committee bill
and that he was pretty sure they could get it
through conference committee. Rep. Wamp's of-
ficealso informed usthat the Congressman will
continue workingon this

‘The $1,569,000 in the Senate committeebill is
for the purchaseof 700 ofthe 1,31 acresthat are
still privately owned within the boundary of the
Obed WSR. NPSheadquarters did not approve a
request foran additional $893,000 nceded to pur-
chase theremaining 531 acres, representing tracts
for which owners have not to date expressed
their willingness to sell.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The Obed appropriation
must still survivethe deliberations ofthe confer-

ence hat will be meetin,
to reconcile House and Senateversions of the Inte-|
rior Appropriations Bill. Itis therefore very im-
portant that we ask Senators Alexander and Frist,
{see p2 for contact info)to urge theeonlmu

Tel
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leaders into more meaningful contact through a
series of excursions, On three consecutive Friday
mommings (8:30 to noan), starting Sept. 12, issues
that affect the park’s mission, such as waterand
air quality, fish and wildlife, and outdoor cec-
reation, will be explored anfield trips. Partici-
pantswill beinvited toask questionsand bring up
issues of concem.

1f you would like to participate in this free
p ) contact Arthur McDade, 423-346-6294,
or Arthur_McDade@nps.gov.

Emory-Obed Forum:
a new partnership

Abrainchild of the Tennessee Clean Water
Network (TCWN), the Emory-Obed Forum was
bornin March 2003. Its objective is to explore op-
portunities to protect natural resources and spark
ecocomic development. Forum spoasoes, in addi-
tion to TCWN, are the Emary River Watershed
Association, Morgan County Chamber of Com-
merce, National Parks Conservation Association
(NPCA), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), and
TVA

The group, which meew monthly, has cho-
sen a short-term project — the Morgan County
Challenge - as a wayto promote the assets of the
county and encouzage both residents and visitors
to explorethe natural beauty of the area. Morgan
County hopes to capitalize on the visitors who
cometo experience resources like the Obed WSR,
Frosen Head, Lone Mountain State Forest, the
Cumberland Trail, and Catoosa WMA, while at
the same time protecting the culture, scenic
beauty, and small-town atmosphere that make
the region u

committee to suppor t this 1l
them what the Obed means to you and how badly/

it is threatened by extemal developmens.

Obed manager named
[Contibuted by Sandra Goss

We extend our welcome to Philip Campbell,
the new Obed Wild and Scenic River Unit Man-
ager. Campbell has been tervingat the Niobara
Scenic River in Nebraska and will start at the
Obed in early September. He assumes the posi-
tion formerly held by Kris Stoehr who retired
from the National Park Service on May 2 (NL251
18).

“Experlence Your Obed (Evo)'

‘The Obed WSR has
gram, “Experience Your Obed (EYO),” Gesignedto
bring park managers and local political and civic

2. AROUND THE STATE

Your help needed
to keep our waters :l loan
(Contrbuted I;y mpbell, TCWN,
o Cond) RenarrcR TPy

Soon, the State Water Quality Control
Board (WQCB) will decide whether Tennessee
adopts rules that provide a framework for keep-
ing our clean waters clean. Letters are still ur-
gently needed to support water-quality antide-
gradation rules (see NL251 93A)

The WQCB met on July 22 to consider revised
water-quality rules recommended by TDEC's Di-
vision of Water Pollution Control. They heard
testimony from clean-water advocates (including
the Tennessee Clean Water Network, TCWN) as
well as from industry attorneys, who produced



their own, substantially weakened proposal and
pushed strongly for it. Environmental advocates
vehemently opposed the late changes and the
limited public involvement afforded. After two
“grueling” days, the WQCB decided to delay
votinguntil its August meeti

The Board did unofficially accept the re-
vised rules that were rcoavnended by TDEC's
Water Pollution Control Division, but with the
exception of thechallenged antidegradation pro
vision ~ 1200-4-306 (3). They requested that en-
vironmental advocates and industry representa-
tives try to reach an agreement amongst them-
selvesoverthe key provisions of the antidegra-
dation statement. The fact that the WQCB re-
sistedthe tremendouspressureto approve the in-
dustry versionduring the July meetingis seen as a
great, intermediate victory, but the battle is not
won.

The Poliution Control Division's proposed
antidegradation rules would require a thorough
review, includingactive public participation, of
pollution-prevention alternatives whenever a
permit for a new or expanded discharge is re-
quested for a high-quality water. The proposed
rules offer protection for these important clean
streams, lakes, and rivers by requiring permit ap-
plicants to show that there is ro reasonable al-
ternative to discharging the pollution, and that
there is a social or necessity for allow-
ingthe water quality tobe degraded.

The WQCB needs to hear that Teanesseans
value our clean water and support strong antide-
gradation rules. We wige you to write the Board
membersand ask them not to weaken the antide-
gradation rules proposed by TDEC' Water Pollu-
tion Controi Division. Explain that clean water is
vital for a healthy economy, recreational oppor-
tunities, safe drinking water, etc.

NL252,8/9/03
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16 you need fuither information, contact
Kim Campbell, TWCN, at 865.522-7007; fax: 865
24

e land-acquisition
funding Itams In US Senate appro-
priations bill

In addition to the Obed item reported in

14, above, the Senate committee version of the

FY 2004 Interior Appropriations Bill contains

over 510 million for the following other project

in Tennessee.

5236 million to rehabiltate comfort stations
and picnicand camping facilities throughout
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park

+ 515 million for Chickasaw National Wildlife
Refuge to purchase two tracts of land containing
788 acres near Ripley .

*$1.8 million for the Lower Hatchie National
Wildlife Refugeto acquire 900 acres of bottom-
land hardwood forest near Henning.

+ $3.8 million for Cherokee National Forest to pur-
chase approximately 2,649 acresof the 10,000~
acte Rocky Fork Tract located in the Tri-Cities
area. This represents the second of three pro-
posed purchases,

* $1 million forthe acquisition of the

Tract,

and the Big South Fork NRRA.

= $838,000 for the acquisitionof the fim Creek Par-
cel, whichis adjacent to Pickett State Forestand
the Tally Wildemess area. (This is the tract
purchased by the Tennessee Nature Conservancy
two years ago with some financial assistance
from TCWP [N1239 14A]).

The last two items would be funded through the

Forest Legacy Program.

~ Knoxville, TN 37901; or (b) send 10 copies to Paul

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write a letter to Water
Quality Contcol Board memibers and send it in
time tobe received and read prior to the WQCB's
August 26 meeting. A sample letter, along with a
list of names and addresses of the Board members
can be found on lhe -n:wN web site, &
AW 0rg. i
Altematively, yuu can get your letter distributed
to WQCB members in one of two ways: (a) send a
copy to Kim Campbel!, TWCN, P.O. Box 1521,

-~ Davis, Director, Water Pollution Control 6™
Floor, L&C Annex, 401 Church Street Nashville,
TN ¥243-1534) and ask that they be distributed
'WQCB members before August 26. For either of

these distribution options, you must allow extta

WHAT YOU CAN DO: These appropriations
must sill survive the deliberations of the confer-
g will be meeting in
to reconcile House.and Senate versions ofthe lnte-
. cior Appropriations Bill. It is thierefore very im-
~ portant that we ask Senators Alexander and Frist
(see p.2 for contact info) to urge the conference
- committee to support the Senate list, or at least
the that mean most to you (especially the
o Folesl Legacy items and, of course the Obed (1A,
_above).

C. Stete legisiature: wrap-up

[From 2003 TCV bigulnnve Report, by Stewart Clifton
Jennifer Walker)

The General Assembly adjoumed on May 29.

While some study commitiees and other special

meetings will oaw in the next few months, the



legislature as a whole will not meet again until
Januaty 2004. Thelistbelow includes same of bills
and resolutions that passed this year (see 12D, be-
low, for one that did not).

T (Tennessee Conservation Voters) be-
lieves that we made great strides toward enacting
some good legislation in the areas of boand fair-
nessand water quality appeals. We also got offto
a great start an state parks issues through discus-
sions with new TDEC folks and interested legisla-
tors. Several bad bills were stopped at least
partly through the work of TCV and its ouwmber
organizations.

The biggest battle was against the “special
treatment” given to dedicated land-acquisition
and similar funds (NL251 138). Proposed legisla-
tion was scandalously unfair in that funds for ro
otherpurpose (e.g., transportation) were being di-
verted in their totaliy tothe general fund, or had
their sources abolished permiamently. After much
work from many environnental groups and legisla-
tors, the General Assembly restored $3.5 million
forthis year, changedthe conversion to 4 years in-
stead of pecmanent, and protected some state park
funds for Radnor Lake. Small victories perhaps
but surprising in light of the unfortunate state
budget situation

The TCWP Board recently voted to donate
$300 toward preparation of a state legislators’ re-
port card by TCV. The report will list spansocs of
various bills that address environmental concems.

Measures that passed

* Natural Area designations, SB1958/HB 2033.
Designates Stones River Cedar Glade and Barrens
and Gattinger's Cedar Glade and Barrens as natu-
ral areas. Changes description of Shelby Farms-
Lucius E. Burch, Jr. natural area. Incteases acreage
of Couchville Cedar Glade from 84 aces to 122
acres. Also increases acreage of North Chicka-
mauga Creek Gorge from 3,852 acres t0 4,864 acres.
Senate amendment 1 specifies that the Ludius E.
Burch, Jr. Natural Area includes forest and wet-
land communities along the northeasterly and
northerly sides of Wolf River. Administration
bill

« Evaluation of forest resource issues by forestry
commission, HR 0189.
Directsthe forestrycommissionto evaluate south-
e forest resource assessment relative to forest re-
source issues in Tennesseewith the urging that the
forestry commission and the department of agri-
culture submit their findings to the govemor by
1/31/04, and no later than 3/1 /04

« West Tennessee RiverBasin, SB0885/HB1032
Adds counties of Benton, Decatur and Hardin to
West Tenncssee River Basin authority. Specifies

NL22.88/03
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that tern for authority's board members that are
appointed by governor is six years oruntil a succes-
sor is appointe

« Statutory changesto fund state govemment (recor-
dationtax togenera! fund), SB1991/HB2073.

See discussion above

« Reorganization of TDOT, 5B1977/HB2013.
Removes requirement that general assembly
authorize reorganization, creation, or elimination
of any departmental unis of the department of
transportation.  Authorization shifted to state
building camemission after July 1, 2003. Admini-
stration bill. Supported by TCV snee much of the
entrenched support for TDoT's business-as-usual
came from key legislative supporters of road-
building,

« Study committee on rural water supply, HJR 0058.
Creates a special joint committee to study rural
water supply, water resources and the environ-
ment.

Hope for a blll that falled to pass -
chipmill rsgulation

“Tennessee Forest Resources Conserva-
tion Act,” HB115Y/SB934, didn't make it, but
SOCM (Save Our Cumberland Mountains), its
chief supporter, believes there is hope for it next
year. The bill would requie new or expanding
chip mills or similar facilities to apply for a
permit, and TDEC to perform a forest-resources
review to determine whether there is sufficient
timber in the area to supply the proposed facili-
ties. Based an this evaluation and an an assess-
ment of what the environmental and economic
impact of an additional chip mill would be,
TDEC would grant or deny the permit.

Dunng the 2003 session, several critical co-
sponsors were added to the House bill. SOQM is
now working to gain support in the Senate Envi-
ronment Commitee.

Surface-Use Pian for the Sundquist
Wildlife Management Area

The rew Sundquist Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) of the State of Tennessee contains
roughly75,000 acres intwounits. Aboot 2/3 ofthe
acreage (the New River Unit) is SW, and 1/3
(the Ivydell Unit) is NE of the ~50,000-acre
Royal Blue WMA, with which both units are con-
tiguous. Atits SW comer, the New River Unit is
also contiguous with Frozen Head State Natural
Area.

The Sundquist WMA has an interesting ac-
quisition history (NL247 13B). Surface rights
were puechased by the Conservation Fund, and
forest rights by Harlac, Inc, which almost im-



mediately sold them to Renewable Resources. As
a result, the Sundquist WMA is managed under a
Shared Use Ageement (SUA) by several part-
ners: TWRA (Tennessee Wildlife Resources
Agency) manages the surface rights, Fountain
Forestry manages the timber rights (for Renew-
able Resources), and Cumberland Timber Inc.
‘manages underground minerals. In addition, the
linear Cumberland Trail State Park will extend
through the area with a maximum width of 300
#t, and be managed by TDEC and the Cumberland
Trail Conference. The contract contains provic
sions for TWRA to purchase certain portions of
the forest and mineral rights in the futuce.

Purposes listed in the mission statement for
the Sundquist WMA include: (1) precuding com-
mercial, industrial, residential and industrial
development; (2) suswining the natural hard-
wood forest by prohibiting conversion to planta-
tions, requiring conservation of biological diver-
sity, and providing habitat for native plant and
animal populations; (3) improving watershed
quality; and (4) providing recreational opportu-
nities  including hiking, hunting, fishing, and
wildlife viewing.

In April, TWRA soliciked comments an rec-
reational use of the new WMA at “listening ses-
sions” attended by several TCWP members
(NL251 13D). More recently, TWRA drafted a
Surface Use Plan with a comment deadline of

Commentssubmitsedby TCWP included sev-
eral  reconunendations concerning  impaired
streams, i e., those included an the State’s 303(d)
list. Activities in the watershed of such streams
should be managed in a way that would restore
good water quality. Riparian buffers should be
wider than the 50° suggestedunder the SUA, es-
pecially inthecaseof impairedstreams or where
roads are built in steep terrain. The potential
impact of mining practices on streams should be
addressed; mining should be prohubited in certain
watersheds, and the nature of reclamation meas-
ures specified elsewhere. Road and trail building
should be restricted to locations and to practices
that would avoid stream sedimentation. To de-
termine timber estate rights that are most wor-

F.
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Hope for controversial
highwey projects

At the request of new Transportation Com-
missioner, Gerald Nicely (NT250 §3D), the Uni-
versity of Tennessee’s Transportation Research
Center (TRC) is using 15 controversial highway
projects as case studies to investigate possible
flaws in TDoT's decision-making process. The
TRC, which held 19 public listening sessions
across thestateand spent another 3 months on re-
search, expected to finish its study by the endof
July. itwillbeupto TDoTto issue a report to the
public, probably in August. Watch the news and
check TDOT'S web site,

A recent state comptroller report finds that
our state has invested heavily in building and
maintaining its highway system. Because of the
largeamount of traffic, however, several areas in
the state willnot meet new air quality standards
when they become effective; and traffic conges-
tion continues to increase despite the investment
in new roads. Despite these major warning sig-
nals, Tennessee lags behind other states in its in-
vestment in mass transit infrastructure, such as
light rail, commuter rail, and other mass transit

alternatives.  You can view the report at
ittp: tn.
s/transpogtationplan.pd).

North Shore Roed:
cash settlement gains support

The proposal of a cash settlement in lieu of
completion of the North Shore Road was passed
4:1by the Swain County Board of Commissioners
in mid-February (NL250 17A). Since then, the
idea has been gaining political support, with
both Senators Alexander (R-TN) and Edwards
(O-NC) coming out in favor of it. On June 3, Sen.
Edwards wrote to Interioz Secretary Gale Norton,
stating “In light of the Swain County Board's 4-1
vote in favor of a financial settlement, 1 ask for
your assistance in reaching that settlement. The
Department should suspmd funding for further

thy of purchase by TWRA, a
vey of federal- and state-listed species, and of
species of conservation concem, should be con-
ducted throughout the WMA. The viewshed of
the Cumberland Trail should be protected from
surface mining, road building and other deleteri-
ous practices.

TWRA’s Draft Plan can be found on the web site
wwiw .sundquistwma homestead.com.

review or the ion of the
road, and the parties < should determine the best
method of securing the financial settiement re-
quested by the County. Swain County is seeking
overall compensation of only one-third the
amount it wouldcostto build the road. The funds
already appropriated could be usedas part of the
settlement.” Senators Dole (R-NC) and Frist (R-
TN) have not ex pressed themselves on the issue.



In the meantime, the National Park Service
(NPS) iscontinuing with theEIS process that was
triggered when Rep Taylor (R-NC) appropriated
$16 million for North Shore Road construction
late in 2000 (NL236 93A). (Taylor has been push-
ing fora 2-year process, which NPS considers un-
realistic inviewof the size of the area) More
meetings an the issue are scheduled for Sept 15
and 16 (see action box for details), but they wilt
fot provide an opportunity for people to testify.
Instead, NPS will provide information an public
comments collected to date, and on the status of
theresource studies. NPS s collecting pubic som-
ments on an ongoing basis.

(

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Express your strong appreciation to Senators
Lamar Alexander (see p.2) and john Edwards
(jewell_wilson@edwards senate.gov) ~ Ask Sen.
Alexanderto urge Sen. Fristto joinhiin in opposi-
tion to the road. Also, ask him to push for renego-
tiation of the 1943 A greement.

Wite to Secretary Gale Norton, US Dept. of the

* Interior (1849 C Street, NW, Washing!

ton, DC
exsec@ios.doi.gov). Urge her lohmﬁen
‘Alexander’s views on the issue.

) Attend one of the information meetings on Sept 15

gs
(Matriot Knoxville, 500 Hill ‘Ave, SE) o Sept. 16
(Gatlinburg, Glenstone Lodge at 401 Summit Hill
Drive). Visit http://www.northshoreroad.info/

Two tracks for opposing Ravens-
ford land exchan

In 1971, the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans (EBCI) requested the 168-acre Ravensford
tract near the Oconaluftee Visitors Center in the
Great Smoky Mountains National Pack so they
could develop an 18-hole golf course. Starting in
1994, they have asked for this land to build
schools (NL236 93C) and have offered a non-
contiguous parcel in exchange (the 218-acre Wa-
terrock Knob site 15miles fromthe Park, near the
souther end of the Blue Ridge Parkway). The
proposal, which is beingopposedby several con-
servation groups on numerous grounds see below)
is currently movingalongtwotracks:one adminis-
trative, the other legislative.

On the administrative track, the Nationa!
Park Service is working to produce an Environ-
mental Impact Statement -- a process that has
reached the stage of a Draft EIS an which com-
ments are due by August 18. On the legislative
tract, there is a bill, HR.1409, that would man-
date the exchange requested by the EBCI

NL252,8/9/03
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HR.1409 is sponsored by the same Rep. Charles
Taylor (R-NC) who is gung-ho for building the
North Shore Road (13, this NL). Currently,
there s no Senate companion billfor HR 1409, but
Senate strategy will become important if
HR.1409 skates through the House, as it is likely
to do if it receives clear Administration support.

Not only is the DEIS considered by many to
be a pathetically inadequate document, but it re-
veals DOI/NPS's bias in favor of the land ex-
change, despite the fact that ro “preferred” al
ternative” is designated. Thus, the “Parpose and
Need" section of the DEIS is written from the
perspective of the EBCI "need” for the tract,
rather than from the NPS’ perspective of protect-
ing the resources; and the "no action” alternative
(i.e., 10 land exchange) is characterized as not
satisfying the "purpose and need” of the pro-
posal

In addition to “no action” the DEIS de-
scribes two other alternatives: exchange of the
entie 168-acre tract; and exchange of a 143-acre
portion, with retention of a 25-acre wetland.
Hearingson the DEIS, which were held July 810,
were announcedas having NPS and EBCI () rep-
resentatives available to provide information

There are some major problems with the
DEIS
« Emphasis on the EBCI “needs” as opposed to
theneed!to protect Park resources. Dismantling
of our parks should ot be dosie unless it can be
irrefutably proved that this in the interest of
the national welfare.

Inadequacy of the many resource studies that
wentinto the document.

Failure to acknowledge as “impairment of park
resources” the aumerous environmental impack
that cannot be avoided should the exchange
take place. These impacts (as described in the
DEIS) include:

— Removal from the GRSMNP of a high-value
portion of the floodplain forest believed to be
uniquein North Carolina.

— Loss of some of the 255 species that are new
records for theGRSMNP and were found 0n, and
adjacent to, the Ravensfordsite.

~ Loss to the world of some of the 58 species
that are, or are thoughtto be, newto science.

— adverse impact on cultural resources located
within the Ravensford site.

Inadequacy of the Education Site Evaluation
Study: NPS adopted EBCI's study without
providingany oversight on the criteria used in
that study.



« The assumption that EBCI will not build new
schools should this land exchange not Iike
place. This speculation has o
NPS knowledge (in fact, it seems more pmbable
that EBCI will simply develop their schools in
a different location).

« Absence of a legitimate appraisal of the relative
economic values of the Ravensford tract versus
the Waterrock Knob site. The value of the for-
mermustbe huge because ofthe quality of the
land. The EBCI has large assets as a result of its
gambling casino.

Hearings were held  June 18by the House
Resource Committee. Here, too, a DOl spokesman
implied bias in favor of the land exchange by
stating that the agency had 1o objection to HR
1405. Two addiional pesos nvited to testify
represented the EBCI, and only ene invitee (Don
Barger, NPCA) spoke in opposition. For the lat-
est information on the bill's status check out

2108 and click e "Bill
status.”

Prior to the hearing, TCWP sent a letter to
the Ranking Member of the committee, summariz-
ing ouc opposition to HR. K09 as foliows (in ab-
breviated form):

(This is very important] The exchange of na-
tional park land sets a dangerous precedent. If
this deal is approved, national parks actoss
the nation may be flooded with requesks for
similar exchanges.

HR 1409 circumvents the NEPA process, which
s already under way for the requested land ex-
change. NEPA allows for public coounent and
thorough evaluation of the impacts HR 1409
does not.

The ECBI is requesting the land exchange for
the purpose of building a school complex; how-
ever, other suitable sites are available for the
school  HR 1409 is being presented as a pro-
educationbill. In actuality, the land exchange
provides no educational advantage over alter-
native school sites.

The Ravensford land is too valuable from an
environmental perspective to allow it to be de-
veloped. On this 168-acre tract, 9 species new
to science have been discovered! The site also
contains important wetlands and other impor-
tant natural features.

‘The Ravensford land is too valuable from an ar-
cheological perspective to allow it to be devel-
oped. Over 9,000 years of continuous humart
habitation make it a cultural treasure worthy
of protection.

~

w

r
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6. The Ravensford tract provides a superb view-
shedfmm the BlueRidge Parkway.

site is partly floodplain, which
would/should impose restrictions on develop-

~N

©

. The snd offered in trade (Waterrock Knob)
is largely steep ravine and cliffs, ty pical of
much of the land in the Park. The Ravensford
land, by contrast, is analluvial flood plain,
adding to the diver sity and richness of Park re-
sources.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
(1) Comment on the DEIS (summanzed above) by
August 18, This is very important, since there has|
- béen a concentratedeffort onlhepaxloﬂEBCllo
gmeme comments.

E-mail
" or s{ﬁd a Toll Free Fax to (888) 820-3643;
- ormail toJohn Yancy. Associate Regional Direc-
tor, National Park Service, Southeast Regional
fice, Atlanta Federal Center, 100 Alabama
treet, SW, Atlanta, Georgia 30303,
Youcan view theDEISat
http:

CD copy by calling (888) 820-3644.

Oppose HR.1409 by contacting Tennessee repre-
 sentatives (Duncan is important) and senators, as
well as Sen. John Edwards (D-NC), a Presiden-
tial candidate (addtesses on p.2). The fate of the|
Ravensford tract should be determined by 3cience
and public input through the NEPA process, not

by anActof Congress. Ft other poinls, see above.

« Sen. Alexander addressing AQ

e great news is that Sen. Lamar Alexan-
der has declared that the Bush “Clear Skies”
initiative does not go far enough, and has joined
in sponsorship of a more stringent bipartisan bill
to improve air quality (this is covered in more de-
tail in 47A, below). Prominent among reasons
cited by Alexander is that the “Great Smoky
Mountains National Park ... has also become the
nation’s mwst polluted national park. Only Los
Angeles and Houston have higher oznne levels
than the Great Smokies.” In an interview, he
stated: “We don't want our grandchildren coming
toseethe Great Smoggy Mountains instead of the
Great Smoky Mountains.” His press release noted
that, among other failings, Bush’s Clear Skies
proposals would remove the right of the Na-
tional Park Service to comment on the effect of
power plant emissions originating at a distance
greater than 30 miles from a national park; yet




much of the pollution in the Smokies is blown in
frommore than 30milesaway.
Contrast this concerm about |he Park’s re-
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Beejiaris ol nual coitione] thaF
generate an "early successional” for

On \)\e bﬂsns ol this ecroneous ﬂssen.on, the

tly in the works for

sources with the
(or worse). Paul Hoffman, ntetior Department
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife
and Parks, sent a letter to the World Heritage
Centre on April 7 stating that there is10 particu-
larbenefit or justification for requiring a reactive
monitozing report on air pollution in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. "Based on ourfindings
as outlined in cur report presented in Budapest,”
he writes in theletter, “we feelthere isno conclu-
sive evidence that air pollution is degradingthe
park's outstanding universal value for which it
was inscribed onthe World Heritage List.”

In early July, TCWP signed on to a multi-
organizationletterurging Senators and Represen-
tatives to take action to achieve clean air for
America’s parks, and citing examples of how
parks and wildernessesacross the USAare suffer-
ing from the harmful effects of air pollution
Seems like some of our legislators are listening,
butthe Administrationis not

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
(1) Express sincere thanks to Sen. Alexander (eamm
*"info onp.2) (See also'T7A below)
(2). UrgeSen Frist(addressonp.2)to inSen. Alex-
~ anderin protectiig theSmokies e professes to
love. (Ina recent letter to a TGWP member, Frist
o v I

Clear Skies initiative for solving the problem.).
(3) Remind the Bush Administration that the Gnal
Natichal Park’
Vigitbrsazé silfedde fromevezy possible xygse ul
airpollution. Lastyear,e.g., there were 42" iy
healthy ozone days” -~ days whenisitors are
told that hiking in. higher clevations can

their health.

4. SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN
NATIONAL FORESTS

A. Whistieblower rsveals USFS stified
data that would affect Plans

A scientist working for the Cherokee Na-

tionalForest (Quentin Bass) found andstudiedar-

chival maps and surveys which clearly indicate

that the natural state of the Southern Appala-

chian forests is a stable ecosystem dominated by

tall,old trees. This information counters the For-

est Service’s long-standing assertion that these

forests require large-scale logging and prescribed

national Aom\s S southem states, which will

ovem managementfor the next 10-15 years, call
for increased logging and buming an almost 3 mil-
lion acres of public land. The USFS only briefly
mentioned Quentin Bass'’s findings ‘n the Chero-
kee NF Draft Plan, and excludes them entirely
from plans for the other four Southem national
forests.

The whistleblower disclosure was filed
with the Office of Special Counsel. Public Em-
ployees for Envuonmental  Responsibility
(PEER), the Southem Appalachian Forest Coali-
tion, Cherokee Forest Voices, and other groups
(including TCWP) have filed a complaint. lgnor-

its own records which showed that natural
forest conditions in the Southern Appalachians
are vastly different from thoseof westemforests,
the Forest Service plans to apply forestry tech-
niquespractice din the west, proposing, in fact, to
increase logging and prescribed bums, by
3,000 acres or more._Timbersales and prescribed
burrs are being justified in the name of ecosyster
management, while the stifled information
shows that these southem forests do not depend
on such pract ces

TCWP comments on Cherokee
Draft Management Pian

TCWP asan organuzation, as well as several
individual members, submitted comments on the
Draft Management Plan. We noted that the For-
estis a tremendous resource for the people ofthe
United States in that it protects watersheds and

nd provides

ties for healthful outdoor recreation, such as hik-
ing, paddling, and wilderess camping. [t has
special significance in that it is located in the
heavily developed eastem United States where
naturallands and waters are a scarcecommodity,
and where the increasing demand for, and scar-
city of, goodwatermakes it imperativeto protect
our watershed.

While we acknowledged that the Draft
Plan hadsome good features, we also pointed out
the many areas in which itneeds to be improved.
These include: wildemess designations; other
special designations and roadless areas; riparian

ignati i 1d h

forest; road construction; black bear habitat; fire
policy; and natural resource agenda.




5. TVA INITIATIVES

A. Draft EIS for
Reservoir Operations Study

The draft EIS for TVA'a Reservoir Opera-
tions Study is now complete, and 12 workshops
arebeingconducted throughout the TVA area be-
tween July 21 and August 21. Although the only
two workshops remaining after you receive this
NLareinALand MS, you can view the draft EIS
online at wwyw.tvacom/ms. orat yourpublic li-
brary.

The draft EIS assesses the “basecase” (= No
Action) and?7 other alternatives with respect to
their impact on power costs, water quality, flood
risk, environmental resources, and economic fac-
tors over thenext30years. No “preferred” alter-
native is identifled inthe draft, but ane will be
named inthe final EIS scheduled for the autumn.
The decision will be announced by the TVA Board
in the winter

ontheal
e

B. Green Power Switch

i

TVA has inaugurakd a program to support
the development of consumer-owned solar- and
wind-generating facilities from which TVA could
buy power. Ribbon cutting at the first Generation
Partners solar site took place August 5 in Lenoir
City.

‘This s the first real modern incentive for so-
lar development in the Tennessee Valley ina long
time. Many people worked very hard to encour-
age TVA to start this program.

Staples has become the furst office-supply
company to be a Green Power Switch subscriber.
Ateachof5 ofits locations in the Tennessee Val-
ley, Staples isbuying25 blocks of green power.

6. OAKX RIDGE NATURAL AREAS

Commenta Invited on managemaent
of 3,073-ecre conservation ease-
ment In the ORR

On December 20, 2002, DOE signed an “Agree-
ment in Principal” with the State of Tennessee to
place over 3,000 acres on the westem end of the
Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) under a conserva-
tion easement, tobe managed by the State of Ten-

. WHA‘YOUCAN DO: Sendyour ideas and sug-
_ gestions to Marsha. White@state.tn.us, or Mar-
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nessee foran “indefinite period” for conservation,
research, and recreation (NL249 6A). The
agreement represents partial compensation tothe
people of Teanessee for past pollution damages by
DOE to Watts Bar Reservoir. The selection of
thisparticular area was a direct result of the Fo-
sGroup Report — one oukome of the ORR Land
Use Planning process that AFORR and other
groups (including TCWP), worked hard for years
to bring about (N1247 8A).

While the transfer of the easement is yet to be
finalized, the Tennessee Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation (TDEC) held a llslemng
session en August 5 to receive input conce
management of this land. Thebulk of the area in
question(2,838 acres)consists ofBlack Oak Ridge
(bisectedby Blair Road and Poplar Creek into an
east and west portion), which, starting just west
of Wisconsin Ave, stretch to the CImch River
behind ED-1 and K-25; an additional 235 acres
lies alongMcKinney Ridge, just northwest ofthe
junctionofHiwaysS8and 95. Rare plant popula-
tions occur scattered throughout the 3,073 acres,
which encompass the largest block of continuous
forest on the ORR. The area is also a major breed-
ing ground fortwodozen migratory bird species
“of conservation concern,” and contains numerous
other species of animals.

‘The August5 session, moderated by Dodd Gal-
breath, began with short presentations by state
officials. Jum Evans (Tean. Wildlife Management
Agency) stated that TWRA would recommend
continuation ofdeer hunts(excess deer devastate
native plants) and turkey hunts, but would also
conduct pubk walks for bud and wildlife view-
ing. Reggre Reeves, Director of TDEC's Natural
Heritage Division mentioned the opportunity for
managing the land as a State Natural Area.

About 15 of the almost 50 attendees made
short oral statements. Most recommended that
the land beleft in a natural state, that it not be
fragmented by additional roads or widening of ex-
isting roads, and that recreation be primarily
hiking and nature observation, with motorized
recreation_prohibited.  Some speakers recom-
mended a few trail accesses from the periphery.
Thereseemednoobjectionto hunting, as long as it
wasrestrictedto certaindesignated days so as not
to present a safety hazard. There was disagree-
menlm\horseuse Oue speaker suggested preser

of the Wheat
Sevezal of those who spoke recommended Natu-
ral Area designation.

‘sha White, TDEC, 11" Floor, L&C Tower, 401




ChurchSt., Nashville, TN 37243.  You may wish
to mention the following:

+ support for Natural Area status;

* nonew roads or wideningof roads;

* nomotorizedrecreation;
_protection of native fauna and flora.

North Ridge Trall Report
[Contributed bySusanOonnelly,NRT Steward)
After several years of drought, East Tennes-
see flora is loving this year's perfect blend ofsm
and rain, and growing like crazy. It seems that
|he invasive exotics such as privet and multiflora
gow inches ovemight, so the trail has
slnwly butsurely had 1o get a good pruning. A
never-ending series of windy storms always seem
toblow down large trees. Fortunately, we have a
new assetin]on Hetrick, Crew Chief for the Oak
Ridge Parks & Recreation Department, who's
beendoinga greatjob of clearingthesetrees.

Joo, whoeamed a 85 in Omamental Horticul-
ture and Landscape Design from U.T,, has had a
life-long interest in theoutdoors and outdoor pas-
times, He has enjoyed many walks and nzs o
the North RidgeTrail since buying a home in Oak
Ridge sixyearsago. Heis very pleased tobe able
to combine his landscape-construction knowledge
with his love for the outdoors in caring for and
enhancing the North Ridge Trail. He is also in-
terested in trying to develop stronger lies with
citizensand organizationssuchas TCWP,
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projects, trails, and outdoor resources; they are vi-
tal parts of our communities. I look forward not
only to using them, butalso to helping [maintain
and work for these cesowrces| where appropriate
and possible” We extend a hearty welcome to
Dr. Wadsworth!

7. NATIONAL ISSUES

“Clear Skles® won’t protect alr
quality; Sen. Alexender backs
2 stronger bilt

ly 1. Sen Lamar Alexander (R-TN)
announcedthathe wouldjoin SenatorsCarper (D-
DE), Chafee (R-Rl) and Gregg(R-NH) as co-
sponsor of the Clean Air Planning Act because the
Bush Administration’s “Clear Skies” initiative
willnotdo the jeb. He cited severe air pollution
in the Smokies (13C. this NL) and i all major
cities of Tennessee (Knoxville is n the top 10 in
the Nation, Nashville and Memphis in the top
20).

The Clean Air Plannng Act, he finds,
“would take ourcountry farther, faster in reduc-
ing three major pollutants: sulfur, nitrogen and
mercury.” (Comparedto Clear Skies, the bill re-
quires 30% more reduction of SO, three years
sooner;cutsNO, by the same level but six years

e Y=o

Addi the bill would “ex-

Two major NRTtasks need to be
(a) The protective ordinance is still needed be-
cause, in spite of the clearly visible decal signs
the City has installed, there's still at least ore
spot where horse riders are entering the trail
from thebattom of theridge. Wehope tosetupa
committee for this purpose. (b) A new North
Ridge Trail brochure needs to be developed and
distributed to prominent locations in town (e.g.,
Library, Museum, Tourist Bureau).

WHATYOUCAN DO: Weneed volunleers for
workonthe ordinance and onthe brochure. If you

can heip, contact Sandra K. Goss, 865-522-3809,
skgoss@esper.com

New ORNL Director
values green space
[Contributedby Cindy Kendrick]

What do TCWP members have in comman
with Jeff Wadsworth, the new Director of Oak
Ridge National Laboratory? One element is an
appreciation of trails and green space, where Jeff
likes to walk with his dogs. Accordingto Wad-
sworth, “I think it is so important to have these

tend its market-based framework of regulation”

to carban dioxide which would be teduced in a
modsuwayq;sx below the level projected for
2013 for the USA overall).

A major reason Sen. Alexander supports the
Clean Air Planning Act is that it “does not
weaken exiatig laws in two important ways that
the Clear Skies proposal would. Thus,

“Clear Skies would prevent Tennessce
fortenyearsfromgoingintocourt to force another
state (Ohio and mid-West) to meet the federal
clean air standards. Since pollutants blowing in
from other states is one of our greatest problems,
this isa legalright wedo notwantto give up.

+ “Second, the Clear Skies proposals
would remove the right of the national ~park
service to o the effect of power plant
emissions more than 30 miles away from a na-
tional park. Again, since muchof thepollution in
the Smokies is blown in from more than 30 miles
away, this is a review that ought to be contin-

ued”

While the Senator clearly considers the
Administeation’s Clear Skies initiative as insuf-
ficient, he rejects some other proposals as too



stringent and costly. Thus, he mentions the Clean
Power Act by Jeffords-Collins and Boehlert-
Waxman (“which requires carbon emissions ofthe
utility sector to be at 1990levels by the time we
reach the year 2009°) and McCain-Lieberman’s
Climate Stewardship Act (which “would regu-
latecarbonemissionsproducedby the entire econ-
omy anddoes soona veryrapid timetable”).

Alexander is the first Southem Republican
Senator to put the health and well-being of the
citizens ofhis state andthe quality of our Great
Smoky Mountains first by opposing the Presi
dent's weak plan. Despite the political chal-
lenges, he suppor a bill that not only would re-
duce smog-fonning nitrogen oxides and acid-rain-
forming sulfur dioxide, but recognizes the setious
importance of dealing with global waming (car-
bondioxide) and toxic mercury emissions. While
the Carper bill may not be as strong as seme oth-
ers, it is a starting point for real discussion and
compromise. It is certainly to be hoped that
other Southern Senators, like Senators Frist and
Dole, will find the strength todo what is best for
their constituents and oppose the President’s
Clear Skies plan.
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and an estimated 60% of the nation's streams
from federal protection.

Restoration of federal safeguards could be
accomplished by the Clean Water Restoration
Adt, introduced by Senators Feingold (D-WI),
Boxer (D-CA) and Jeffords (I-VT), and Represen-
tatives Oberstar (D-MN), Dingell (D-MI), Leach
(R-1A) and Boehlert (R-NY).

WHAT xoueANDo Urge youmena(msand

congressman,
totell EPA and the Cnxps of Engineers torescind

'their Jan uary, 2003 guidancememo onthescopeof

the Clean Water Act because it goes well beyond
tic Supreme Court uling and would eliminate
pmlecllonlm' many waters;

tocosponsor the Clean Water Réstoration Act,
which reaffirms Congress” ongmal intent llpm—
tect ali waters oflhe USA,

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write aletterto the
editor praisin g Sen. Mexandex for his bold stance
forcleanairand puttingpressure onSen. Frist to_

 follow suit. Also, ll\ank the Sen.l!orduecﬂy

(p2). 2 i

Acquisition funds: House outdoes
Administration In cutting them
ased, inpar, on WildemessSoc ietyreports]
In 2000, with overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port inboth the Hous e of Representatives andthe
Senate, Congress created the Conservation Trust
Fund, a 6-year commitment to provide a total of
$12 billion for the LWCF (Land & Water Conser-
vation Fund), Forest Legacy, and a range of other
conservation and historic preservation programs.

Clean Water Restoration Act would
undo damage caused by Bush
{Based on TCWN's Watershed Watch]

ush Administration has mounted a
frontal attack an the Clean Water Act which
will remove millions of acres of wetlands and
over 0% of ournation's streams from federal pro-
tection. By broadly interpreting a January 2001
narrowSupreme Courtruling, the Administration
has redefined “waters of the United States” to
exclude thousands of water bodies, including
streams that dry up periodically, manmade wa-
ter courses, and a high proportion ofall wetlands
(For isolated wetlands and small intrastate
streams and waterways, responsibility is shifted
to the states, mest of which lack money to fund

p and
programs -- NL249 Y7E). The EPA and Corps of
Engineers Guidance onthese exclusions, issued in
January 2003, took effect immediately, in addi-
tion to initiating a proposed rulemaking that
could result :n even more sweeping changes, ex-
empting as many as 20 million acres of wetlands

proposed toc:

billion from the $1.56 billion that had been

authorized underthe Conservation Tzust Fund for
004,

For the LWCF portion, the House bill,
crafted in Rep. Charles Taylor's subcommithee,
allows only $100 million for ail federal acquisi-
tions, justoverhalf the already small sumof $187
million o0sed by the Admnistration. And
almost half oft hatwouldgo for acquisition ofoil
& gas holdings in the Big Cypress National Pre-
serve in Florida, leaving very little indeed for
protection ofopenspaceandland additions to aur
national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges (see
NL251 §8A for break-down). Rep. Taylor's
spokesman is quoted as saying "Buying addi-
tionalland when we can’t manage the land we
haveis a very low priority.” The Senate bill has
come up with $220 million for the LWCF. (For
howall this is playing out locally, see T1A, this
NL}

An amendment onthe House floor to restore
the authorized $156 bilion_ faied, but Tennes-
secs n Cooper, Davis, Ford, Gordon
and T.xmervoted for itand deserve ourthanks.



Forthe Forest Legacy Program, the Admini-
strationrecommended$91 millionandthe Senate
$86 million; but the House came up with only $46
million.

WHATYOU CANDO: Urge yourlegitlators to
support the Senate version of the Interior Appm-
priations bill when the conference committee
meets in September. Thank Reps. Cooper, Davis,
Ford,Gordon andTanner for their

full funding. *Addresses onp.2.

DDPUII olimination of trall funds
In mid-July, the House Appropriations Sub-
committe e an Transportation and Treasury voted
to eluminate Transportation Enhancements (TE)
for the fiscal year beginning October 1. The TE
progeam, established in 1991,is the largest fed-
eral seurce of funding in support of walking and
bicycling trails. Fora listof TE-fundedprojects in
yourarea go to http://www.enhancements.org.

'OU CAN DO Contacty our Represen-
) and express shock thatthe subcom-

tative (5.
mitee eliminated the TE program while increas-
inghighway furding Bybillions of dollars. 1fyou
can, memmnpu;eds inyourareathatwere

fundéd bydTE $5. Urge him todo all hean to get
thie TE funding restored in e full House Appro-

priations Comittés or on the House floor.

Pres. Bush gets worst report cards

On June 24, the non-partisan League of Con-
servation Voters anno the President's de-
tailed (26-page) mid-term report card with an
overall grade of F. “George W. Bush is well o
hiswayto compiling theworst environmental re-
cord in the history of our nation,” begins the as-
sessment

Factors considered in arriving at a grade in-
cluded appointments, administrative and execu-
tive actions, and legislative initiatives. The
Bush adm'istration was found to have used ma-
jor funding cuts, arcane procedural methods, and
deceptive rhetoric to advance its anti-
environment, pro-corporate agenda. A favorite
tactic hasbeento target a series of complex regu-
lations thatbarely register on the American pub-
lics radar screen to drastically reduce clean ait
and water protections, and increase industry ex-
ploitation of public lands. A prime example is
the weakening of a significant provision of the
Clean Air Act called “new source review,” which
currently requires older, more polluting power
plants and industries to upgrade pollution con-
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trols whenthey renovate orexpand ina waythat
increases emissions of pollutants. Concomitantly,
fraudulently named legislation has become the
norm (see T8F below). All these strategies have
served to keep the general public uninformed —
and even fooled - about the extreme damage to
the nation's environment that is being inflicted,
andthe basic environmental protections that are
beingweakened.

The list of actions deserving of an F is very
long. It includes assaults en the Clean Air Act,
theCieanWaterAct (see 7B, above), Superfund
(Adminstrationfailure to supportrenewal of the
“polluter pays” tax for toxics clean-up), the
Roadless Rule for national forests, wilderness
(removal of wilderness protection formillions of
acres of federal land, pressure to epen the Arctic
Refugeto oil drilling), and numerousother envi-
ronmental protections the nation had enjoyed --
even NEPA itself
Youcanview theReport Card at www.lev.org er
request aprintedcopyby calling LCV at 202-785-
8683

In July, NPCA's 29-page mid-term report
gave Bush an overall D- for his performance
national parks. “As a Republican and an envi-
conmentalist, I am disappointed in this admini-
stration’s performance,” said NPCA’s president,
Thomas C. Kiernan. Five cakegories were rated:

Protection of resources. F

Visitor use, F

Funding

Park administration and management, D
Growth ofthe ParkSystem, F.

Includedamong numerousalarming Bush ini-
tiatives are the proposal to privatize upto 70%
of the Nationai Park Service’s workforce (a simi-
lar*outsourcing” is proposed for the Forest Serv-
ice), rescinding ofNPS's snowmobile banforYel-
lowstone and Grand Tetons national parks, ai-
quality policies that harm our parks, interpreta-
tion of an ancient right-of-way provision
(RS2477) 50 as to allow new roads and other de-
velopments in park units, and the permitting of
natural gas drilling an the shores of National
Seashores.

Toview the report card and the methodol-
ogy that went into the assessment, visit

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact yout legislafors
and let them know how you feel abou the Ad-
on some key iSsues.




Spins seil disastrous policles

A clever and effective method the Bush
Administration uses to keep the public fooled
about its dismal enviconmental ~performance
(17E, above ) is t o concaxt enticing (Madison Ave-
nue) titles for disastrous initiatives. They have
been named Bushspeaks. Here are just a few:

The “Clear Skies” initiative. This would
actually weaken public health protections of the
current Clean Air Act. Allowable mercucy emis-
sions would be tripled, SO, would increase 50%,
and reduction of pollution emissions in general
(eg. N®,) would be delayed. CO,, a major oen-
tributor to climate change, would remain uncon-
trolled. (See 74, this NL for a related story.)

The “Healthy Forests” proposal. In the
name of wildfire prevention, this would open up
20million acres of national forests to logging and
road building. Industry would cut down large,
fire-resistant trees in remote areas instead of re-
ducing flammable underbrush in places where
forests and built-up areas meet. The proposal
would also undermine key laws by restricting pub-
licinputand environmental review.

he “Clean Coal Initiative” would increase
theminingand buming ofcoaland prolong ourfos-
sil-fuel energy use. Obviously disastrous conse-
ces are global warming, acid precipitation,
and stripmining (including mountain-top re-
moval).
eedom Car” (cooperative automotive re-
search). Thehydrogencaris a long ways off (and
the questions of energy that is needed to produce
the hydrogen are [t  addressed). In the mean-

posed ; on the comrary, the Bush taxplan s
for a tax break of upto $75,000 for the most pol-
luting and inefficient SUVs on themarket.

e "comprehensive energy plan” fulfills
the wish list of fossil-fuel interests. It also in-
cludes drilling in the Arctic Refuge and other sen-
sitive areas.

8. TCWP NEWS

8ill Russell dead

Bill Russell, a founderof TCWP in1966 and
President 1971-73 and 1981-85, died July 23, just
short of his 93'“birthday. He was instrumental
in saving the @bed River from a propased dam
and having it finally designated a National
Wild & Scenic River in 1976. Hedrafted the 1968
Tennessee Scenic Rivers Actand saw it to passage,
as the first in the naton. He was deeply in-
volved inall the actions that led to establish-
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ment of the Big South Fork NRRA, fought might-
ily against dams e the Little Tand the Duck
River, helped with designation of Frozen Head
StateParkand Natural Area, and conceived and
helped develop the North Ridge Trail And
that's only a very partial list He conceived
great imaginative ideas for key actions that
worke

Any memorials can be made in the form of
contributions to TCWP, C.E. Klabunde, Treasurer,
219 East Vanderbilt, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. A
memorial celebration of his life is planned for
some time in October

Whites Creek Buffer
purchase completed

Good news: in mid-June, TCWP received the
completed Warranty Deed and Closing Statement
from Bowater for our purchase of 47.105 acres of
land buffering the White's Creek Small Wild
Area (SWA). Despite additional costs of the to-
tal transaction (survey, remaining county taxes,
etc), the extra donations we had received
(NL251 96A) allowed a staggering surplus of
~$12,600 to go into the TCWP general fund
TCWP members who deserve our special thanks
forworking hardon this successful transactionare
Mary Lynn Dobson, Charlie Klabunde, Frank
Hensley,and Sandra Goss

The steps needed for donation of the SWA
buffer toTV Aareyettobe completed. It appears
that 1o precedent for such a transaction exists in
TVA history, and we are anxious to write ade-
quate safeguards into the deed.

ORNL will offer Community Shares
as giving option
[Contributed byCindy Kendrick]

Good news: beginning in Seplember, uT-
Battelle will open o its staff at Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory theoption of giving to Commu-
nity Shares via payroll deduction. This year's
campaign will nun from Sept.15 to Oct17. Be-
cause ORNL employs about 4,000 staff, this new
access could mean a significant boast in contribu-
tions for the member groups of Community Shares,
includingTCWP. In addition, because Knoxville
Recycling Coalition (KRC) and TCWP members
were the primary drivers in opening this access,
the two groups will split all undesignated pay-
rolldeduction contributions duting the first year.
This exciting new resource culminates over 15
years of work, initiated by KRC (especially Mac
Post and David Wasserman) to gain access. We
are grateful to ORNL Management and the advo-
cates at ORNL (especially Mark Peterson and



(1)

(2)

Cindy Kendrick) for creating this new resource for
conununity improvement (special thanks to Tun
Myrick who was instrumental in getting manage-
ment attentionand establishing credibility.)

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
1f you are a UT-Battelle employee, please con-
sider donating to Community Shares via payroll

your donation for TCWP. Wealso need addi-
tional people to secve as division coatacts and/oc
pesform small campaign tasks. Contact Mark Pe-
terson (483-1291) or Cindy Kendrick (241-6584) for|

‘moreinfornation.

1f you don't work at ORNL and would like to help|
starta CommunitySharespayroll deduction pro-
gram at your workplace,contactSandraGoss
(522-3809.)

More information.  Comsunity Shares, a
state-wide fundraising federation for social-
change organizatlons, has announced the goal for
this year's campaign: $450,000. TCWP, along with
other member groups (such as the Tennwssee Clean
Water Network, Save Our Cumberland Mountains,
and the Humane Society of East Tennessee), should
benefit tremendously from this effort. Community
Shares is a giving option for all Knox County em-
ployees, including teachers

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

If you are a teacher, or kiow a teacher who would
be wiling tohelp us acquainta Knox County
School with this claritable organization, please
call Sandra K. Goss at 522-3809.

Upcoming activities

[Contributed bySandra Goss]
Our Service Committee has been busy planning
«cumerous and varied TCWP activities for the
nextcouple of months. For information about any
of the event, contact Sandra K. Goss, 865-522-
3809,skgoss@esper.com

Saturday & Sunday, August16 & 17,

»

‘Comejoin usfor a trip an the Big South Fork
River. This will be a low-water overnighter at a
leisurely pace, with time to swim, fish, snorkel
and take in the sumounding ratural beauty.
Families with kids are especially encouraged,
butthe trip isopento anyone interested in learn-
ing more about plateau stream ecosystems.

‘The trip will begin at Station Camp and end
at Blue Heron. Camping Saturday night will be
primitive o the river. We will probably use a
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shuttle service tosave tume. Paddlers should be
comfortable on Class-2 whitewater. Contact Jason
Darby at 865-675-6084 for more information.
Pleasecalltosignupby August 14.
Tuesday. August19, Stephen Smith at
Quarterly Membership Meeting

Stephen Smith, Executive Director of the
Southem Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE), will
provide an update o both regional air quality
and the Green Power Switch program. The event
will beheld at 7 p.m. in the Social Roam at the
Oak Ridge Civic Center. Refreshments will be
served after the program.

Saturday. September 20,

Once again, we'll celebrate National Public
Lands Day in partnership with TVA at Wor.
thington Cemetery Ecological Study Area at the
eastern end of Oak Ridge. This annual work pro-
ject willalso feature a "plantid session," courtesy
ofwell-knownbotanist Larry Pounds. We'll start
at 9:00a.m. Bring gloves, loppers, and rain pro-
tection, andwear sturdy shoes. Jobs will include:
sawing down the pines that are encroaching
theglade areas; removing privet, multiflora rose
andmimosa; planting native plants, and install-
ingsigns. Lunch will be provided. If you bring
samplesofplante that are unknown to you, Larry,
with hs big botany book, will tell you what they
are.

Resul of past NPLD workdays are cur-
rently in evidence with the ing of Rose
Mallow and Swamp Milkweed that were planted
in2001 and'02

‘This hike. cosponsored by the Tennessee Na-
tive Plant Society andled by Larey Pounds, will
give participants a comprehensive overview of
the Royal Blue Wildlife Management Area. A
carcaravan will visit a number of trails, includ-
ing 2 portyon of the Cumberland Trail (up to a
mile round trip) to see plants at a variety of alti-
tudes upto3000 feet Hikers will see strip mines
and possibly hear elksbugle. Total distance to be
hiked willbe less thanthree miles

the first
Caryville/LaFollette exit (Exit # 134) off 75 at
1000am. Bringlunch,water,and bugspray.

Saturday, October 11,
This all-day event will feature a moming

program ofousstanding speakers,a silent auction,
and a choice of afternoon activities. A brochure



tobe mailed separately will contain more detais
anda registration form.

M the new State administration
will appear on the moming program. In the af-
temoon, the choice will be between an easy-to-
moderate hike to the Gentlemen's Swi
Hole, led by Hal Smith, and a moderate-to-hard
hike at Honey Creek led by Charlie Klabunde.
The Silent Auction will be sponsored by TCWP's
Public Lands Committee. Start thinking about
donating those unused Christmas presents from
past years andother garage-sale #ems to the Si-
lent Auction

‘Lyna Dobson will lead this explora-
tory hike to establish a new trail along the
shores of a peninsula en Watks Bar Reservoir.
Lookformore details inthe next newsletter.

Our thanks to three members

who have volunteered

for important TCWP functions
[Contributed by Cindy Kendrick]

With our beloved Smokies under attack

so many angles (North Shore Road,
Ravensford land swap, Elkmont, etc.), the Board
wants tohave a TCWP point of contact (POC) to
stay on top of these issues. We want a knowl-
edgeable person to coordinate with NPCA, Si-
erra Ciub and otherstrongSmokies advocates, to
provide information to TCWP members, to iden-
tify productive actions that TCWP members can
take to help protect the Park, towrite letters m
behalf of TCWP, andto recruit others to help as
needed . Patrice Cole, former TCWP Board mem-
berand long-time Smokies advocate, has volun-
teered to tacklethisjob.

Similarly, with battles over air quality raging
and posing an ongoing threat to our wildemess areas,
as well as ourhealth, TCWP needs someane active
on this front. Jan Berey, a relatively new TCWP
member with a streng foundation in air quality is-
sues, has agreed to fill this role, cooperating with
SACE, NPCA, and other organizations to boost eur
collective voice for cleanair. Jan will help keep our
‘membership informed of evolving issues and needed
actions, andwrite letters onour behalf.

We are most grateful to Patrice and Jan for
taking on these critical POC roles and hope that
ourmembership will support their efforts by tak-
ingaction whenthey callonus.

We would also like to take a moment to
thanksomeonewho works behind the scenes fre-
quently late atnight orinthewee hours, to fill a
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vital function for TCWP. created
and expertly maintains our TCWP web site.
Check it out. wiww kormetorg/tewp! Thank you,
Francis!

We need a POC for mining Issues
The history of TCWP is replete with major
- involvement in stripmine issues. These include
our participation in the writing of, and lobbying
for, state and federal regulatory laws in the 13705
(Lee Russel. was invited to the Rose Garden for
Pres. Carters signing ofthe 1977 Act), and, later,
our work for designationsof areas unsuitable for
surfacemining (under Sec. 522) near Frozen Head
and Fall Creek Falls State Parks.
Recently, as a result of this Administra-
tion's encouragement of coal energy, there has
of strij ith vari

as mountaintop removal and cross-ridge mining

(NL250, 14). And much of it is in the Cumber-

lands, a region of spemal m\erest for TCWP. We
d

[Weare asking for SR would be willing
gt o= Pont of Gonta PO Tochse st

1f more than

mg first paragraph of §8E, above

e person volunteers,
lyou even consider performing
service, call Cindy Kendfick (8@1.38&5381) or
|Sandra Goss (865-522-3809).

9. CALENDAR; OPPORTUNITIES;
RESOURCES

(For details, check
the referenced NI feen of contact Sandra K. Goss,
8

65-522-3809, skgoss@esper.com

« August 16& 17, Big South Fork of the Cumberland
Overnighter (18D).

«August 18, comment deadiie for Ravensford DELS
(138).

« August 19, Oak Ridge, TCWP membership meet-
ing featuring Stephen Smith, head ofthe South-
em Alliance for Clean Energy (I8D).

« August 26, deadline for clean-water comments to
WQCB (12A).

+ Sept. 5-7, Cumberland Trail Conference’s Trail
Training Workshop. Field work will primarily
be on the Rock Creek Gorge Segment of the Cum-
berland Trail, with lodging near Soddy-Dasy.
Register by August 27. Contact CTC, 19 E Fourth
Street, Crossville, TN 38555, 931456-6259;

« September 12,13, 26, EYO fieldtrips (11C),



« September 15 & 16, North Shore Road meetings
(13A)

« September 19-21, Tennessee Environmental Educa-
tion Association’s Annual Conference Fall Creek
Falls State Park. (Contact Vera Vollbrecht, 615-
352-6299 or veravollbrecht@nashville gov.

Visit the TEEA web site,
www.utm.edu d TEEA)

« Sept.20, Worthington Cemetery clean-upand
plant identification (98D)

« September 27, Royal Blue WMA overview -
short hikes (18D).

« October 11, Rugby, TCWP Annual Meeting(J8D)

« Nov. 4-6, Asheville, NC, “Meeting the Chal-
lenges of a Changing Region,” 2003 SAMAB Fall
Conference (SAMAB = Southern Appalachian
Man and The Biosphere). Sessions will deal
with air quality, invasive plants, the hemlock
woolly adelgid, protection ofstreams,and other
vital issues. Visit forfurther in-
formation,

« November 8, Fungers Area off-trail hike (18D).

Eellowship offezed
The Rick Sutherland Fellowship Fund was cre-
ated to “enable socio-economically disadvan-
taged lawyers with otherwise insufficient finan-
cialmeans toengage -n publicinterest litigation
that wouldbenefit the environment through em-
ployment with a 501 C(3) or 501C(4) organiza-
tion.” The fellowship is a two-year grant of up to
$12,000annually. Applications are due11/30/03.
Tofind out eligibility requirements, contact
EarthJustic e at 510-550-6700, 01

e tie A

Publicati

2002 305(b) Report: The Status of Water Qual-
ity in Tennessee,” Division of Water Pollution
Control, TDEC, canbe requested by calling 615-
532-0699.

« "CulturalResources ontheOak Ridge Reserva-
tion," a Research Park Brief, lists more than 45
known prehistoric sites, 250 pre-WWII structures
(such asFreelsBendcabin)anda numberofhis-
torically significant Manhattan Project structures
in the ORR. The brief is now available in pdf
form. See the Research Park Briefs web site,
www, htm
ol ondwersxly of the Oak Ridge Reservation,”
Pat Parr, Sept., 2000, is also available.

* The early years of the Smoky Mountains Hiking
Club are described (with references to other
sources)inan articleinGreat Smoky Mountains
Cclloquy,a publication of the UT Libraries. E-

; web site

www, J:hmk;siulmﬁmn.kmsl

[TCWP: 130 Tabor R,
[President: Cindy Kendrick, 865-386-6352 ().
Executive  and Membership-Development Director

Newsletter editor: 1ee Russell,865-482-2153.
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Other resowces and web sites

« The Great Smoky Mountains Institute at Tremont,
a residentialenvironmental education center lo-
cated within the Park, offers a rich fall program.
Among thecomingevents area photography
workshop , a naturalist weekend, workshopson
primitive skills andon geology, and a coupleof
backpacking trips. More information is available
on their web site,

« To contribute to thecompilation ofa Tennessee
LegislativeScorecard (seealso §2C, above), send
a donation to TCV Educatron Fund, 2021 21* Ave-
nue South, Nashville, TN 27212.

* Forinformation about the control and eradication
of specific invasive plant species, view theTen-

icPlant ine at

http:/ /w: " Youcan
your local TVA Watershed Team (865-988-2440
forMelton Hilland WattsBar)

* New information related to the Final EISon Rar-
ity Pointe Commercial Recreation and Residen-
til Development on Telico Reservoir isonline at

reports/tellicy

+ AND REMEMBER, Re. Mail fo Congress.
Personalized letters, still the most effective way
tocomununicate with your Congress person, should

faxed before being mailed. Why? Al mail
ingto Congress isnow routed toOhio foriradia-
tion to address any anthraxcontamination;a
mailedletter toyourCongressmanmay arrive
weeks aftertheissue youare writing abouthas
been decided

WHAT IS TCWP?

Continued from p.2

Gak Ridge, TN 37830,

865.52

internet: http: //www.
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