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13. ACTION SUMMARY

fNo.

Tssue

Centact

"Message!" or Action

10D
10F

Big S. Fork General Mngt_ Plan
Obed land acaisition funds
Obed Riverfest; clean-up

State land acquisition funds
Abandoned Mine Lands Program
State’s water quality program
Corridor to Fall Creek Falls
Moccasin Bend

Bills before General Assermbly
North Shore Road in Smokies
Elkmont cabins

Cades Cove Plan

CherokeeNF Management Plan
ORR land-use planning

Ok Ridge Cedar Barren
Invasivespecies

Congressional “Park Fricnds”

National Park Service

Rep. Wamp

Gov. Bredesen
Sens.Alexander and Frist

TCWN for advice

Reps.Davis, Wamp; Sens.

Rep. Wamp
Your State legislators
US Rep.and Senators
Supt. GSMNP

Supt. GSMNP
Cherokee NF

DOE; Wamp; Bredesen
TCWP

US Senators. and Rep.
Reps. Gordon and Ford

Comments nceded by May 15 — important!
“Thank you for persisting to work for full funding!”

Attend events on May 3; May 17
“Pleaseleavefunds intact (also see SB.199 1/HB.2073)0"
“Re-author ze and improve the AML Program!”

Comment by April 4
“Support Forest Legacy Funds for Cash tract”
“Thankyoufor your efforts t0add to Nat'l Park System?”
Communicate your support/opposition for some bills
“Urge USDI to work out cash seuttement in lieu of roadt”
Isupport Alternative A: | oppose resent destinationt”
1 support mandatory public transportation system?”
Attendnearings4/14, 4/15 and/orsend comments by June 19
“Support permanent preservation of 3- Bend Area; etc.”
Volunteer 0 be Site Steward

“Support NAI SAY”

“Congratulations on being named a Friend of the Parks!”

Senater John Doe
United States Senate
Washington, BC 20510

The Hon. John Doe
U.S House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Pres. George W. Bush

“The White House
Washington, DC 205
202-456-1111; Fax 456-2461

Governor Phil Bredesen
State Capitol

Nashville. TN 37243-9872
615.741-2001: Fax 615-532-9711

president @whitehouse. gov

Dear Senator Doe Deat Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen

, i 3 spe yours,
Sen. Bill Frist: Sen. Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Ph: 202224-3344; FAX:202-228-1264  Ph: 202-224-4844; FAX: 202-228-3679 Phone: 202-225-3271
web: hup://frist.senate.gov, click "Contact”  web: hup://alexander.senate.gov. cli FAX: 202:225.3494
Local: 865-602-7977 Local: §65:545-4253  (FAX 545-4252) Local: 865-576-1976

Tocallany Rep or Senator, dial Congussinnal switchboard, 202-224.3121. To find out about the sla!usnfbﬂls\callzﬂz 2251772
h v.ory

URLS: hip://ww

gov/

General contact info: hutp://w

Not that mal 0 Congress s 1l iow fllowing the anthrax scae. Consder Faxing and other modes of communication

Continuedon p. 18

WHAT IS TCWP?



1.

BIG SOUTH FORK: DRAFT GENERAL
MANAGEMENT PLAN NEEDS
COMMENTS

Because of extensiveciiticism of the original
Draft General Management Plan (GMP) for the
Big South Fork NRRA, distributed in February
2000, the National Park Service (NPS) undertook
a major effort to generate a supplement three
yearslater. The original draft was criticized by
NPCA, TCWP, and others because it was not
grounded in baseline data from which carrying
capacity orimpacte could be deduced, and because
it left the way open for almost any activity in
almost any of the proposeJ so~called Recreation
Uniits ~ essentially writing NPS a blank check for
any futuremanagementdecision (N1.235 11). In
July 2001, NPCA and TCWP presented NPS with
their 33-page document, Management Recommer:-
dations and Resource Analysis for the BSFNRRA
(NL240 T1A),

Following withdrawal of the first Draft
Plan, NPS undertook voluminous data collection,
and obtainedinput from various user groups. The
recently released resulting “Supplemental Draft”
is very thoroughand well.presented. It is also a
massive document (321 pages plus 18 large inter-
foldedmaps), partly because, in additionto being
a GMP with a whole new altemative, it is also a
Trails Plan. The new Altenative, D, which is
the NPS preferred alternative, is based an the
definition of a number of zones (Sensitive Re-
soune Protection Zone, Development and Visitor
Use Zonesof various orders, etc.) and the local-
ization of these zones within the National Area.

NPS conducted four information meetings
(with opportunities to cequnent) between March
20 and 25, and will accept written communica-
tions until May 15. Your somments are very im-
portant, because the GMP will guide management
of the BSFNRRA for the next 30 years - long
enough for the Area o become gravely impaired
if pressures for excessive use by various user
groups should prevail.

At this time we cannot provide a complete
analysis of the entiredocument. andthus restrict
ourselves to what appear to be the most impor-
tantpoints. A downloadablecopyof the Draft
GMP is available at

' np:

Overall (with the caveats listed below), we sup-
port Alternative D, which allows uses according
to defined zones.  Establishment of the 2ones was
based on study of the resources of the BSFNRRA.
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2. There are already almost 300 miles of road
throughout the Area. No additional use of motor-
ized vehicles should be permitted on trails.
Motorized vehicles should be barred from “multi-
use trails" - only horses, bikers, and hikers
should be allowed on such trails (which oacupy a
total of 28 miles, widely dispersed throughout
the Area).

w

ATVs (All Terrain Vehicles) are permitted to
use: (a) routes in the "OHV (Off-Highway Vehi-
cle) Planning Areas” on Darrow Ridge year-
round, (b) “seasonal trails™ (a total of 20 widely
dispersed miles} for huntingactivities duringbig-
game hunting seasons (which can ocavpy several
months ofthe year). The Draft GMP reers to the
Areas as “initially identified,”
lmplymg that, at some future date, additional
ones could be identified administratively (with-
out public review) elsewhere in the Natural En-
vironment Recreation Zone, which covers the
bulk of the BSFNRRA.
The GMP should make it elear that ro additional
OHV Planning Areas will be identified in the fu-
ture. Within the Planning Areas, OHVs should
be limitedto defined trails.

4. The Draft GMP proposes a major proliferation of
trails and accesses. Accesses would almost double
(from 24 to 44). Trail mileage would increase by
32% overall over current designation, and horse
trails by a whopping 44%. Altogether, 205 miles
(+ 20 miles seasonally) would be available for
horses; thisseems excessive
The Draft should be modified so as to allow a sig-
nificant portion(s) of the BSFNRRA to have
lower trail densities and feweraccesses.

5. Wesupport recommendation that the O&W rail-
bed Westof the O& W Bridge, including the seg-
ment between the Big South Fork and North
White Oak Creek, be used as a bike-horse-foot
trail, with all motorized traffic barred.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Your commentsare very
important. Send them by May 15 to Superinten-
dent, Big South Fork NRRA, 4564 [eatherwood
Road, Oneida, TN 37841, or e-mai o

you have ques-
tions, call Chris Stubbs at 423—569—2404 ext. 231,
For a printed copyo the Draft GMP, call 423-
569-9778.




A.

2. OBED NEwS

Obed land acquisition:
the continuing fight for funds

you may recall, 2002 ended with a “Con-
tinuing Resolution” for almost all FY2003 appro-
pria tions. The bills were then considered early in
2003 by the newly elected Congress. This in-
cluded the Interior Appropriations bill, which,
thanks to Rep. Zach Wamp had contained $1.5
million acquisition funds for the Obed in the
House version (NL246 §1A). In February, almost
$300 million were slashed from the Interior Ap-
‘propriations bill during conference, with acquisi-
tion profects being affected in many park units
across the country.

@ 2/20/03, Rep. Wamp sent the following
hand-written note te Lee Russell: “While I
worked hard to get the Obed maney in the House
Appropriation Bill last year, the U.S. Senate did
not agree toit so it did not make it in the final
bill last week. 1 just wantyouto kriow (and the
“League’) that T will keep fighting forthis even
though they took it outof my district. I believe
we can get it in this year. All the best, Zach
Wamp”_ [TheObed WSK is now entirely in Rep.
Lincoln Bavis’ 4% District ]

Ttisindeed good news that Rep. Wamp, who
has considerableinfluence in the House, will con-
tinue fight to for the Obed. He will, in fact, have
something to work with because $1.6 million for
Obed acquisition funds are contained in the Ad-
ministration Budget. This is all the more signifi-
cant because the Obed is one of only five National
Park Service acquisition items in the Budget na-
tionwide! NPCA has put it an its list of priority
appropriations for which to lobby, and the Na-
ture Conservancy will alse lobby forit
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and performances and presentations by area stu-
dents. Lincoln Davis, the new 4% District repre-
sentative, has been invited

TCWP has contributed $200 toward the
start-up cost. Local businesses have signed an as
sponsors. Any money leftover from the event will
be donated to the science program of Morgan
County schools for water-quality education and
for student field trips to the Obed and Emory
Rivers.

- youneed info, contact Del Scruy
dmee@alkm

WHAT YOU CAN DO: K, youfcilenﬂir i
ar865—319-82 orMnkaehe |
or David Luinstra at.
dﬂumstrutwhkesnet 931- 86}3592

WHAT YOU CAN DO: ContactRep. Zach
Wamp (address on p.2) o expressy ourslricere
thanks and your confidence in his seeing this toa
successfilconclusion (the full $1.6 million). |

Obed-Emory River Fest 2003
The Emory River Watershed Association
(ERWA)is hopingte build on thesuccess of recent
Paddle Fests and continue a celebration of the
beautiful Obed-Emory River system. The event,
tobeheld on May 3, will becenteredin Wartburg,
while offering a variety of fun outdosr activities
in the watershed, as well as river clean-up and
water-quality sampling. The Fest will celebrate
and promote the communities of Morgan County
by featuring local bands, regional arts and crafts,

Slanted water-supply
questionnaire

Because most of the headwaters of the Obed
WSR are located in Cumberland County, the
county's perceived water-supply problems have
been, and continue to be, a threat to the water
quantity ( nd quality) in the Obed system. In the
past decade, there has been a veritable prolif-
eration of headwater impoundments, and TCWP
has been involved in several battles over pro-
posed dams, such as the anes on Clear Creek (we
won, NL198 §2A;NL226 11A), en CoveCreek (we
won, NL39 §5A), and on OtterCreekback in 193
(wewere too late to stop it, NL190 §2C). The
whole issue is further cemplicated by local poli-
tics pertaining te separate utilities in Cumber-
land County and Crossville. In December 1995, a
Corps of Engineers study identified a number of
alternatives (water censervation, pipelines from
existing large reservoirs, ground water, etc.) for
addressing the water-supply needs ofthe county
(NL226 11A).

A few monthsago, the Southeast Water Pol-
icy Initiative at the University of Tennessee
mailed a lengthy questionnaire, designed by a
graduate student, to a random sample of about
1,200 Cumberland County residents. The response
rate was 43%. Afterasking 9 questions about gen-
eral perceptions of water supply preblems for the
county, and 10 questions about the alternatives
that have been suggested (mostly inthe Corps of
Engineers’ study), the survey devotes the great
bulk ofits questions tothe proposal of a new dam
These 37 questions are intreduced with the state-
ment, “Many residents seem more familiar with
building a dam than other options ... we want to
examine this water supply option mare thor-
oughly.”



While respondents are provided with the
opportunity to express degrees of ap-
proval/disapproval with individual ~state-
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state budget information, see
). Gov. Bredesen has

stated that he doesnot view the cuts as mere

ments, the overall design of the
cannot help but focvs attention — and subsequent
publicity - an the “new dam” altemnative, to
the exclusion of others. Dam propoments will
undoubtedly make extensive political use of
this, anoutcome thatwas surely not intended by
the very excellent U.T. Energy, Envirorument and
Resources Center in which the Southeast Water
Policy Initiative is lodged. Although another
partofthe study (designedby a different gradu-
ate student) involves conducting individual in-
terviews with opinion makers (including some
TC WP members), it is unlikely that the unfortu-
nate political outcome of the questionnaire will
bemuch counteracted. Ttwillbe important for
to acquaint decision makers with what hap-

Obed Junction tract
to be acquired by citizans

The umbrella group American Whitewater
is taking the lead in working to acquize a ~29-
acre tract at Obed Junction from willing sellers
and donate it to the National Park Service. Obed
Junction, at Ramsey Creek, is an important access
point in a beautiful part of the river, just down-
stream from the mouth of Daddy's Creek. The
appraised value is likely to be high, and Ameri-
can Whitewater will be calling on othergroups to
helpraise funds for this purchase. TCWP volun-
teers have already canducted the environmental
site review that is required for acquisition of this
property.

will participate in Na-
tional River Cleanup Day, May 17. If you can
help, beat the Visitor Center in Wartburg at 8:30
am Eastern Time to be assigned cleanup areas.
To find out what to wear, bring, etc., contact Ar-
thur McDade, Park Ranger, Obed WSR, 423-346-
6294, or Arthur McDade@nps.gov.

THE BREDESEN ADMINISTRATION:
ACTIONS AND CALLENGES

Budgat cuts

With very few exceptions, each department
ofthe State has been asked to come up with 9%
reductions in spending s0a balanced budget can be
presented to the General Assembly (to review

tosurvive a tough revenue pe-
iod, but as a way “to reset things down 10 a level
50 we're not always chasing our tail.”

TDEC (Tenn. Dept. of Environment and Con-
servation) has proposed to eliminate 46 full-time
positions, eight of which are filled and two that
qualify for retirement. Total: $5 million. While
the departmentis not receivingmoreof a percent-
age reduction than other departments, these pro-
posed cuts are particularly troubling in light of
Tennessee's notoriously low level of spending
environmentalprotection, and in light of the fed-
eral government's virtual declaration of war
the protectionof air, water, and land.

Dedicated acquisition fund:
to be dumped Into General Fund

A very disturbing aspect of the proposed
Bredesenbudget is that it would take the whole
reserve dedicated to the wetland acquisition
fund, the state land-acquisition fund, local park-
lands acquisition fund, and the agricultural re-
sources conservation fund (funds that were en-
acted to be derived from a small portion of the
real-estate recordation tax) and use it to offset
the general state deficit. Even more troubling is
the apparent intention to make this a permanent
taking, asevidenced by a bill before the legisla-
ture (SB1991/ HB2073, “Statutory changes to fund
stategovernment,” see 16, below).

Such funds have most recently been used to
purchase critical land adjacent to Frozen Head,
and to pay toward the acquisition of the 75,000-
acre Cumberland Forest (NL247 13B). They are
often neceded to qualify for matching federal
funds. Tennessee's land-acquisition funds are ex-
tremely small to begin with, comparedto those of
other states. It would be bad enough to take a 9%
cut, comparable to that sustained by the depart-
ments (J3A, above), but a total wiping out seems
unconscionable

Stata Parks director appolnted

In mid-February, Gov. Bredesen named Jim
Fykeas state parks director. Fyke has worked
for Metro Parks (Nashville) for 36 years, serving
as Director for 24. He has a great reputation for
professionalism and for being easy to work with
Stewart Clifton, head of Tennessee Conservation
Voters, who served for 12 years on the Metro
Council, notesthat Fyke has always been consid-
ered one ofthe best department heads in Metro,
andhas managed to leadhis department through



various mayoral administrations without getting
caught by political factionalism. He has a pen-
chant for beng able to keep morale up and is
knownforhis senseofhumor. His choice as State
Parks Director should be a popular onewith envi-
ronmentalists, parks advocates, and probably
most everyone

D. Changes in TDoT
Tennessee’s new Commissioner of Transpor-

tation, Gerald Nicely, has appointed Ed Cole to

be TDOTs first Chief of Environment and Plan-
ning. Mr. Cole, currentty serves as executive di-
rector of Cumberland Region Tomorrow, a 10-

for development of a regional vision forland use,
transportation, historic sites, social services and
other factors that influence regional development
in the Nashville area. He has previously served
as deputy and interim commissioner of Environ-
ment & Conservation.

Commissioner Nicely has put a number of
road projects on hold, following requests of citi-
2ens’ groups. Hehas outlined §5¢8 millionin po-
tential cuk to the state’s mammoth transporta-
tion budget for this fiscal year, the largest por-
tion being $19.8 million in highway construction
funds. (Reallocation of those esources would re-
quire statutory action by the state legislature.)
Nicely proposed ro personnel cuts since he said
TDoThad already reduced its state workforce by
650 people over the past few years, with most of
the jobstransferred to contractedservices

E.Oil & gas regulations
The recommendations of the state’s study
committee that was instituted a few months after
lastsummer’s major oil spill into the Obed system
(NL249 11B) were presented to Govemer Brede-

sen and Commissioner Child. It will be up to
them to accept, reject, or modify them. For more
information en the committee and its recommen-
dations, visit
http:/ /www.state.t i land
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tain in the Royal Blue Wildlife Management
Area (NL249 12A) have caused the agency to
withdraw  the document. (Thank you, all who
sent comments!) Instead, TVA will generate a
full EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) that
covers the entire 53,000-acre Koppers Coal Re-
serve in Campbell and Scott counties, including
the ~600-acre Braden Mountain site, to help
evaluate potential cumulative impactsand sensi-
tive resources over the whole area. It'll be about
a year before the EIS is released.

Significantly, the Braden Mountain project
would have involved removing a mountain top
and rebuilding it. This so-called "Cross Ridge
Mining" (which is addressed in 14C, below), has
majoradverseimpactsonwatersheds. In the case
of the Koppers Coal Reserve, such watersheds
drain into the Big South Fork River, via the New
River.

Abandoned Mine Land (AML) pro-
gram needs re-authorization now

Unless re-authorized, the federal AML pro-
gramwill endin 2004. 1f that happens, $1.4 bil-
lionthat have been collected overthe years (as a
small fee an active coal operations) will be ab-
sorbedinto general revenues, instead of beingex-
pended for their stated purpose. AML fundswere
intended to be used for reclamation of abandoned
(orphaned) mine lands. In Tennessee alone, there
are over 50,000 acres of such lands.

Tenessee is worse ofthan most other states
because it does nothave its own coal regulatory
program (primacy). In the 1980s, Tennessee chose
tobe federally regulated andthusdoes not qual-
ify for the 50% of the AML money that automati-
cally comesback to the state in which it is col-
lected. Similarly, our state does not receive most
of the other distributions from the AML fund, and
we receive only about §1 million per year; at this
rate it would take the next 40 years to clean up
our 50,000 acresof orphanmines.

Not enly does the AML program need to be
d, it also needs to be improved so

gaspolicy/.

4. RESURGENCE OF STRIPMINING

that states that do not have state regulatory pro-
grams do notget penalized so severely. Leg)slar
tion that would accomplish these purposes

been drafted by SOCM and the Citizens Coal
Council

A. on Braden

but Iots more potential surface
mining near/in the Royal Blue WMA

Comments (including TCWP’s) received by
TVA onits draft environmental assessment (EA)
for lease of a surface coal mine on Braden Moun-

WHATYOU CAN DO: Con tact Senators Frist
and Alexander (addresses on p.2) and urge them
tosupport the SOCM-drafted bill. It could bring
10,000 hewjobsto the peoplé of Tennessee. Sen.
Alexander serves on the Energy andNatural Re-



sources Committee, where an AML re-
bill would have to originate:

Cross Ridge mnu.,
threetens Cumberi

Like Mountaintop Removal (4D, below),
Cross Ridge Mining operations mine through the
top of a mountain to remove the entire seam of
coal beneathit. Instead of leaving the mountain
decapitated and flat, however, these operations
theoretically put back what they removed, minus
the coal. But where is the mountaintop stored
while the coal beneath it is being removed?
Where else butin the valleys between the moun-
tains? And not all the stored material can be put
back The —600-acre Braden Mountain project
(4A, above) would have involved 90 acres of fill
areas, of which 33 acres were to be valley fills. If
operations in the Koppers Coal Reserve and on
2Zeb Mountain tumn out tobe profitable, most of the
peaks in the Cumberland Mountains could become
Cross Ridge Mining sites.

Court relnstetes
Mounteln Top Removal

In May 2002, US. District Judge Charles
Haden II ruled to strictly limit Mountain Top
Removal (MTR) as a method of coal mining. At
the end of January, however, a federal appeals
courtoverturned the Haden ruling, lifting the in-
junction that had blocked the Coips of Engineers
from authorizing valley fills. Under the Bush
Administration, the Corps of Engineers and EPA
had re-interpreted the definition for “fill mate-
rial” andrewritten their regulations so asto spe-
cifically allow valley fills under Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act.

An as yet unpublished federal study has
found thatbetween 1985 and 1999, MTR buried at
least 562 miles of Appalachian streams; and
that, absent tougher regulations, it would even-
tually destroy 350 square miles of Appalachian
forests.

5. AROUND THE STATE

Stote’s weter-quelity standards
up for review

The federal Clean Water Act requires states
to provide regular opportunities for public in-
volvement. Every three years, the State of Ten-
nessee holds public hearings on the adequacy of
its water quality standards. During this so-
called Triennial Review, the entire state water
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ualty standards sysem is p for analyis, de-
te, and revision. This system includes:

e sty designated uses and classifications;

the criteria associated with these classifica-

tions;

the classifications of specific water bodies and

any site-specific criteria; an

the antidegradation policy and implementa-

tion system.

To view the proposed revisions to standards go to

Unfortunately this Newsletter will reach
you too late to provide usable information about
the 13 public meetings that are being held across
the state. The close of the deadline for written
comments s April 4. If some of you are still in a
position to send e-mail . please contact
the Ternessee Clean Water Network at 865-522-
70070r kim@/cwn org for information and advice.

Buffer for Wiiite's Creek SWA
about to become reelity

The contract with Bowater was signed in
November for TCWP to purchase, at $1000/acre
approximately 46 acres of Bowater lands that
abut ocn TVA's White's Creek Small Wild Area.
These lands are an essential buffer for the SWA,
tow that the entire Bowater tract is up for sale
and potential development (NL238 J6A). A re-
cent survey, paid for by TCWP, shows the pur-
chase area to be 47.105 acres, but TCWP has col-
lected sufficient funds for this slightly enlarged
acreage, and we thank all of you who so gener-
ously contributed to make this possible

‘WP will donate the land to TVA. The

draft deedis being checked bya TVA expert.

Scott's Gulf - Fell Creek Falls con-
nection?

Efforts have been under way to connedt the
10,000-acre  Bridgestone/ Firestone  Centennial
Wilderness in Scott’s Gulf with the 20,000-acre
Creek Falls State Park. The Friends of
Scott's Gulf's have conducted a complex and mul-
tifaceted campaign to acquire the 194-acre Clark
property, which runs with the Caney Fork River
for 175 miles. This finally came to fruition
thanks to the substantial help of the Tennessee
Parks & Greenways Foundation which now owrs
the property. The Friends of Scott's Gulf contrib-
utedabout 42% ofthe cost, but rowhave to repay
2 540,000 loan

Much of the remaining link is contained in
the 2,048-acre Cash Tract, which could be ac-
quired if 3004 Forest Legacy Funds are approved
forit. The Tract was rated No.2 out of 11 tracts




submitted for approval by the Teanessee State
Forest Legacy Board in 2002. A protected corridor
between Scott's Gulf and Fall Creek Falls would
1estore riparian vegetation, reduce erosion and
hence siltationof the Caney Fork River, provide
contiguous hardwood forest that is essential to
the survival of many species, and form the corri-
dor for a spectacular hiking trail.

WHAT YOU CAN.DO: Contact Representatives
Lincoln'Davis and Zach Wamp, and Sens. Alex-
ander and Frist (addresses onp. 2)andaskfor
their help in getting the Cash Tract approvedfor
2004 Forest Legacy Funds.

D. New spproach to adding
Moccasin Bend to Park System
Moccasin Bend, the relatively undeveloped
peninsula formed by a big hairpin curve in the
nnessee River just west of Chattanooga, is the
location of continuous cultural occupation for over
10,000 years, as well as of the Union siege o
Chattanooga during the Civil War. It is tremen-
dously rich in archeological sites thatarein dan-
gerof degradation
Rep. Zach Wamp has for some time been
working to make Moccasin Bead into a stand-
alone park unit, but the presence of a state psy-
chiatric hospital and a city-owned golf course
have made protection strategies quite difficult.
In a recent compromise, Rep. Wamp introduced a
bill thatwould preserve 780 acres of the Bend by
adding it ¥ the Chickamauga and Chattanooga
National Military Park as the Moccasin
Archeological District. Passage of the leglsla-
tion was vemporarily derailed in November,
when several other bills were attached to it; but
Rep. Wamp hopes for passagebefore long. Soon
after the bill passes, interpretive programs could
begin, and amanagement planwouldbe initiated

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Thank Rep. Wamp for
efforts to get Moccasin Bend protected. Ad-
dress on p.2.

E.Tennessee River Biueway desig-

nated near Chattanooga

The S0-mile Ternessee River Biueway was
recently dedicated by NPS Director Fran
Mainella at Chattanooga. Interpreted by a guide
and map, it stretches downstream from Chicka-
mauga Dam, past the limestone bluffs across from
Chattanooga's revitalized riverfront, areund
Moccasin Bend (I5D, above), and through the
Tennessee River Gorge. The trace was developed
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by the Tervessee River Gorge Trust, NPS's Rivers,
Trails & Conservation Assistance Program, the
City of Chattanooga, TVA , and local
stakeholders. For further information, call the
Tennessee River Gorge Trust at 423-266-0314.

F. Volunteers help protect land

In the Northern Cumberiande

[Contributed by Feank Hensley and Sandra Goss)
A new gate has been erected %o protect the

Oobbs Creek Preserve and Tally Wildemess in

Tennessee, and the Chiney Rock Tract in Ken-

tucky ~ privately purchased prekweszﬂ]acenl to

Pickett State Forest. The Tennessee State For-

estry Division gave The Nature Conservancy

permission to place the gate in a location that
would be most effective in stopping ATV traffic.
Charlie Burger designed and fabricated the
gate, a job thatrequired considerable time andef-
fort. Subsequently, all equipment. including gen-
erators and drills, had to be transported through
deep mud to the site. The Nature Conservancy's
s-wheel-drive truck got stuck several times and
finally had to be winched out of the deep mud

Gate installation entailed drilling in solid sand-

stone.

Charlie Burger spent three long days in-

stalling the gate, sleeping in his truck at night.

Bullington helped for

Frank and Charlie

spentan additional day cleaning trash from the
area.

A special thanks to Charlie because, with-
out him, a contractor costing many thousands of
dollars would havebeen required to build and in-
stall this gate

6. IN THE STATE LEGISLATURE

This_article is exceipwed from the excellent
weekly “2003 TCV Legislative Report” prepared by
Tennessee Conservation Voters' Stewart Clifton and
Jennifer Walker. We have copied information for only
those billson which TCWP readers are most likely to
take action. If you are interest in seeing the TCV re-
port in its entirety, e-mail:

Youcan review or copy a bill from the free legis-
lative webpage, i ; there is

rd-search mechanism if you don't know the bill
number. The 2003 TCWP Political Guide (with legis-
lators’ contact info) should reach you shortly.

* Board Equity Act of 2003, SB0S64/HB1776 (S
Doug Jackson; H: Russell Johnson).



Adds additional person to four environmental
boards to be selected from a list ef three sugges-
tions provided by Tennessee Conservation Voters.
TCV-initiated bill.

Operations deferred
tod/16/03
House Status: Referred to H. Government Opera-

tions.

SB0391/HB1045 (S: Jeff Miller;
H: Joe McCord)
Senate Status: Referred to S. Environment, Con-
servation & Tourism.
House Status: Companion bill introd uced.

"Tennessee Forest Resources Conservation Act of
2003". SB0934/HB1159 (5: David Fo wler; H: Mi-
chael McDonald)

Senate Status: Referred to S Environment, Con-
servation & Tourism.

House Status: Introduced 2/19/03

Tennessee Environmental Policy Act of 2003,
SB0782/HB1462 (S: James Kyle; H: Carol Chum-

Requires that an environmental assessment report
be submitted to commissioner of environment &
conservation prior to start of any praposed gov-
emment action (such as construction or purchase of
land) that could potentially affect the state’s
natural resources. Requires comumussioner to con-
duct publichearingonthe report 30 days prior to
comumissioner's approval or denial of findings.
Requires commissioner's determination to be a fi-
nal order under UAPA. I the environmental as-
sessment report concludes that a proposed gov-
emmental action may significantly adversely af-
fectthe quality of the environment, the govem-
ment agency responsible for such project is re-
quired to prepare an “environmental effects” re-
port detailing the impact.
Senate Status: Referzed to Senate Environment,
Conservation & Tourism

for 03/25/03, H. G

Operations.

- Beverage container deposit, SB1277/HB®91 (S:
Randy McNatly; H: Russell Johnson)
Senate Status: Referred to S. Environment, Con-
servation & Tourism
House Status: Introduced2/19/2003

Inventory of wetlands, SB0074/HBO09 (S: Joe
Haynes; H: Mike Tumer)

Senate Status: Referred to S. Environment, Con-
servation & Tourism
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House Status: Caption bill held on H. clerk's
desk,

SB0265/HB0412
: Tim Burchett; H: Harry Brooks).

Establishes a super park fund whereby all pay-
mentof fees, fines, penalties, and forfeitures per-
taining to state parks shall be placed. Specifies
thatthis fund is to be used only for state park ex-
penditures to purchase land suita ble for state
parks, for maintenance and upkeep, and for con-
struction of suitable buildings and parking lots.
Directs that the division of parks be authorized
to assess and collect a user fee beginning on Janu-

ry 1,2004in all state parks of Tennessee. Speci-
fies that this particular act is to make the parks
self-sufficient
Fiscal Note: $566,950 one time.
Senate Status: Referred to S. Finance, Ways &
Means.

H. Parks & T
resetto4/9/03,

State Park Funding Act of 2003 5B0303/HB0893

(5: John Ford; H: Barbara Cooper).

Creates a dedicated fund under the control of the

Division of Parks in TDEC, which is to be used for

pm-mma expenditures, including mainte-

pas well asthe lands

for paks. Authorizes the division of parks to as-
sess and collect a user fee beginning January 1,

2008, i al state parks with the exception of the

Tennessee Bicentennial Mall in Nashvilie

Fiscal Note: $566,950 one time.

Senate Status: Referred to S. Finance, Ways &

Means.

House Status: H. Parks & Tourism Subcommittee

reset 0 4/9/03.

‘State Parks Management and Preservation Actof
2003, SB0465/HBG658 (S: Jo Ann Graves; H: Mi-
chael McDonald).

Establishes commission to study sources for fund-
ing state parks and make recommendations to
general assembly. Defines master plan (to be
prepared for each statepark as needed) as a ten-
year period, updated every five years, with de-
tailed needs analysis for parks and specific fa-
cilities. Authorizes public hearings to be con-
ducted in nine districts regarding master plan.
(TCV thinks this is the bill environmental groups
plan to focus on this year relative to parks.)
Senate Status: Referred to'S. Environment, Con-
servation & Tourism.

House Status: Referred to H. Conservation's Parks
& Tourism Subcommittee



+ Additions to state scenic rivers system, SB
#070/HB 0040 andSB 0071/HB 0038 (S: Haynes;
H:TumerM)

Add segment of Cumberland River in Davidson
Countyand Stones River to the state scenic rivers
system, with classification as Class Il Pastoral
River Areas.

Senate Status: Re{ermd to Senate Environment,
Conservation & Tou

House Status:( Capnon billheldon House clerk's
desk

* Rails to trails program, SB1181/HB1210 (S: Bill
Ketron: H: Tom DuBois).
Providesfor "rails to trails” program touseaban-
donedrail rights ofway for recreationpurposes.
Senate Status: Referred toS. Transportation
House Status: Caption bill held onH. clerks
desk

* Resources protection council, SB1376/HB1217(S:
Ward Crutchfield; H: Sherry fones).
Creates Statewide Reseurces Protection Council;
gives this counal authority to certify local gov-
emment that zaning ordinance or subdivision
regulations adequately protect statewide re-
sources. Establishes provision for review and ap-
proval by council for any change in land usepro-

50 to ocrur within the protective area of a

statewide resource. Purpose of bill is togive state
a voice in local zaning and subdivision decisions
which might impact state resources such as
parks
Senate Status: Referred to S. Government Opera-
tions
House Status: Referred to H. Govemnment Opera-
tions.

* Natural area designations, SB1958/H82033 s
Ward Crutchfield; H: Kim McMillan)
Designates Stones River Cedar Glade L Barrens
and Gattinger’s CedarGladeand Barrens as natu-
ral areas. Changes description of Shelby Farms-
Lucius EBurch, |r.naturalarea. Increases acreage
of Couchville Cedar Glade from 84 acres to 122
acres Also increases acreage of North Chicka-
mauga Creek Gorge from 3,852 actes to 4,864 acres.
An adninistration bill - one of only tuwe bills of-
Jfered by TDEC this year
Senate Status: Referred to . Environment, Con-
servation& Tourism
House Status. H. Parks & Tourism, 4/2/03

SB1991/HB2073 (S:
Crutchfield; H: McMillan). Omnibus bill enacts
changes throughout code to reallocate earmarked
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funds to general fund. Among other changes, redi-
rectsthe portionof the recordation tax to the gen-
eralfund which is currently directed to the wet-
land acquisition fund, the state land acquisition
fund, local park lands acquisition fund and the
agriculturalresources conservation fund. There is
no time limit onthis raiding ofthefund!

Senate Status: Referred to Senate Finance, Ways
& Means.

HouseStatus:Introduced3/13/2003

* Cmabunof tw offies of ombudemaninI LOL
SB00GS/HBOM5L (S:Joe Haynes; H: Mike Turner)

Senate Status: Referred toS. Transportation
House Status:Caption bill held onH. clerk’s
desk.

Ues of satumbarcdpeimee m tagee for mass
transit SB1163/HB1879 (S:Roscoe Dixon, H:
Edith Langster)

Permits counties/cities to use state shared gas
taxes for mass transit. Ultimately could have
beneficialimpacton urban sprawl.

Senate Status:ReferredtoS. Finance, Ways &
Means.

House Status: Referred to Public Transportation
and Highways subcommittee

Reorganization of TDOT SB1977/HB2013 (S:
Ward Crutchfield; H: Kim McMillan).
Removes requirement that general assembly
authorize reorganization, creation, or elimina-
tion ofany departmental unts ofthe department
of alter July 1, 1981
tion bill. Envirommental groups may wish to look
dlosely at supporting this bill, as much of the en-
trenched support for business-as-usual comes from
key legislative supporters of road-building. TCV
s in support.
Senate Status: Referred toS. Transportation
House Status: Referred to H. Public Transpor
tion and Highways subcommittee.

Dangeraus bill | for water quality advocates!
SB0839/HBO351 (5: Douglack-
som; T Johm Txdwell)
Removes state control of creeks, streams and
ditches when water crossesor bordersagricultural
ot forestrylands. Requirescounty legislative bod-
ies to establish boards to oversee and regulate
h tivities. Defines
or forest activity to include use of most practical
equipmentto removedowned trees, debris, gravel
and sandbars from creeks, streams and ditches
that traverse or border agricultural or lorestry
lands.




SenateStatus: Referred toS. Environment,Con-
servation & Tourism

House Status: Referred to H. Conservation's Envi-
ronmentSubcommu'ttee.

SB1692/HB1778
(S: Larry Trail:H: Russell Jolinson).
Broadens categories of person who may be heard
before water quality board to include any
rather than only permittees or applicants. TCV-
initiated  bill.
Senate Status: Referred to S, Environment, Con-
servation & Tourism
HouseStatus: Referred toH. Conservation’sEnvi-
ronment subcomunitiee:

=

SMOKIES: SEVERAL MAJOR ISSUES
UNDER CONSIDERATION

North Shore Road: momentum
gathers for cash settiement

‘The series of public meetings held under the
recently _initiated EIS process for the North
Shore Road has just been completed (see

Www. i is proc-
ess is the result of a $16-millien_appropriation
for the road that Rep. Charles Taylor (R, NC)
quietlymanaged toget enacted late in 2000 (NL26
134). Reportedly, the following alternatives
willbe consideredfor the EIS: completing the en-
tire 37 miles to parkway standards, building a
gravel road, completing a short segment with
some visitor facility at the end, or doing nothing
(obviously, the conservationists' choice). At the
meetings recently completed, clear majorities of
attendeesappeared to favor a cash settlement in
lieu ofa road.

A resolution to that effect was passed in
mid-Febwary by a 4:1 vote d the Swain County
Board of Commissioners. Subsequently, Senators
Edwards (D, NC), Dole (R, NC), and Alexander
(R, TN), and Knoxville Mayor Victor Ashe have
voiced support for this position. What is now
needed is for the signatories of the 1943 Agree-
ment (US Dept. of the Interior, TVA, North Caro-
lina, and Swain County) to generate a rew agree-
ment thatprovides for a setflementin lieu ofthe
road

NL250,3/30/03
n

ready been appropriated forthe road (which
would cost >§150 million to complete) be applied
toward the cash settlementinstead.

Elkmont comments
still badly needed

At the well-attended public meeting on Feb-
rvary 1. NPS presented a series of alternatives
ranging from removal of all structures, through
keeping a few of them for interpretation, to re-
storing most ofthem and the hotel for a lodging
concession (i.e., a resort destination in the Park)
(NL249 §4D; NL245 158; NL248 13C). TCWP,
along with the whole environmental community,
strongly opposes the development of a resort des-
tination at Ellunont, and supports Alternative A,
which spells out the details of this position.
Applicable toall alternatives is our opposition to
ovemight stays and/or food service in any of the
Elkmont structures that are retained

It should be notd that restoration of the
Elkmont structures would be very costly. They
havebeen described as rotting shacks, with sani-
tary, electrical, water, and heating systems that
would probably have failed to meet the building
codes of a third-world country (Tenne-Sierran,
vol.43, No3).

WHAT YOU CAN DO:Ask your Congressman
andSenators (addresses onp.2)to urgethe USDI
tomeetwith the othersignatories ofthe1943
Agreement (see above) and work outa new agree-
ment that provides for a settlement in lieu of the
road. Suggest that the 16 million that have al-

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Send comments to Super-
intendent, Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, 107 Park Headquarters Road, Gilhnbul;,
TN 37738; e-mail

hone 865436:1227. Fonddlhonalmlom\a—
tion,contactGreg Kidd

Cades Cove Pianning

‘The first round of altematives for the Cades
Cove Opportunity Plan (NL249 §4E) will be pre-
sentedat three upcomingpublic meetings (see Ac-

tion box, below). Conservationists support a
clean-fuel public-transportation alternative. A
plan presented ata recentmeeting of the Greater
Smoky Mountains Coalition rexcmunends that a
public-transportation system in the loop be man-
datory and operate year round. It suggests that
b or by a fee pervehicl
parked at the terminal (the ride around the loop
would be free).

WHAT YOU CAN DO:_Public meelings were

31, April 1, andApril3. You
may receive this NLin time forthelastof tese,
tobeeld s e Pigeon Pt Figh Scod, 04
TigerDrive from6:008:30




Yﬂur commentscan be entered on the website
(click m Vuur
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Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition at
100, ho o Checokee Forest Voices at
http:

-nnuwems')
Smoky Mountains National Park, 107Arnk
Headquarters Road, Gatlinburg, TN'37738. For
additional information, contactGreg Kidd at

Sen. Alexender end the Smokles

In a letter to Dr. George Mayfield a long-
standing TCWP member and friend of the Sena-
tor's from younger days, Sen. Alexander wrote:
“As amemberof the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, Ill make it a priority to
inate the $5 billion National Park mainte-
nance backlog <o that Great Smoky Mountains
National Park will have the staff and funding it
needs to be maintained" See also 97A, above, for
Sen. Alexanders position on the North Shore
Road. Youmay wish to express your appreciation
tothe senator (address onp.2).

Recently, Sen. Alexander and his neighbors
donated a conservation easement on 769 acres in
Blount County that will protect 2 miles of the
boundary of the Park. Gift of the easement is an
outgrowth of a conservation master plan created
by the Conservation Fund’s Center for Conserva-
tion and Development.

8. CHEROKEE NATIONAL
FOREST RELEASES DRAFT

MANAGEMENT PLAN
{Abbreviated from acommunication from Chernkee

ForestVoices]

The Cherokee National Forest (CNF), to-
gether with several other southern national for-
ests, released its long awaited draft management
plan on March 21. The draft Plan contains some
good and some bad, and it is very important that
citizens provide comments to improve the final
Plan. The future of tite Cherokee National Forest
forat least the next 10years, and probably much
longer, is at stake: will the outstanding scervc
and recreational areas of the Cherokee be pro-
tected from roadbuilding andclearcutting, or will
they disappear?

We wge you to submit oral and/or written
comments, using the information summariaed be-
low (see Action Box for details). You can view
the Draft Plan at
www, ion.fs.fed.u. 1
aultshtm Youmay aiso wish to visit the web
sites of the environmental groups that have been
following this issue Scuthem Environmental
Law Center at

Here are the issues and concerms formulated
by Cherokee Forest Voices, of which TCWP is a
member organization

Wilderness designations

The draft CNF Plan recommends only ane
niew wildemess study area (Upper Bald River)
anda few additions to existing wilderness. Wil-
dermess study areas (listed as Management Cate-
gories 1.B in the draft Plan) are managed to pro-
tect their wildemess characteristics pending
Congressional designation.

Thank the USFS for the areas they resom-
mended but request that the number of Wilderess
study areas (1.B) be significantly increased. New
Wildemess area recommendations should be
made, including Flint Mill, Rogers Ridge, Bald
Mountain, Devils Backbone, lron Mountain, and
Slide Hollow. Existing wildemess areas that
should be expanded include Gee Creek Addition,
Citico Creek Addition, Unaka Mountain Exten-
sion, and Maple Camp Lead. With your com-
menss, provideany personal stories youmay have
on the attributes ofartyof these areas.

Oth

d

Request that the Roadless Areas and Spe-

cial Areas contained inthe publication “Tennes-

see Mountain Treasures” and recos by

Cherokee Forest Voices be placed in “prescrip-

tions” (management categories) that do not allow

any logging or road building (including temporary

roads). These prescriptions include

« Natural Processes in Remote Area (12.C)

« Scenic Areas (4F)

« Remote Backcountry Recreation Non-Matorized
(12.8)

For a listing of the specific areas that should be

placedin each of these categories, contact Cath-

erine Murray, 4239298163 or c-mail her at

cfveatherine@worldnet attnet.

and special

Ask the FS to go backto the original interim
standards (before these were weakened for in-
termittent and ephemeral streams) conceming
the widths and buffers for riparian designa-
tions, and to and make these permanent.
Ephemeral streams should be retumed to the ri-
parian prescription, thus regaining some protec-
tion..

Furthermore, additional  protection s
needed, for the following  watersheds:
Conasauga, Citico Creek, lower Hiwassee, Noli




chucky, and South Fork of the Holston. Part of
thestandard would be no new roads in these key
watersheds

Old-growthforest

Request that the Forest Service identify,
map, and protect existing and potential patches
ofoldgrowth forest. Areas having such patches
include, but are not necessary limited to, Laurel
Mountain, Wolf Creek, Ripshin Ridge, Street
Gap to Big Bald,and Crest of Holston Mountai

Roadconstruction

The CNF should be in compliance with the
national USFS policy to reduce soads to the
amount that can be adequately maintained. An
adequate Roads Analysis aeeds to be done, with
emphasis an decommissioning unneeded roads,
and upgrading orclosingroads that are problems
Construction of new roads in riparian areas
should be restricted.

Black bear habitat

Bearsthrive best in forests that are uneven-
aged. The Draft Plan’s prescription calls for 4-
10%of the forest to be in the O~ to 10-year age
class. There is no biological basis for increasing
the amount of open space to 10%. The percent of
forest inthe 0- to 10-year ageclass should be4 %
orless in bear habitat,

Firepolicy

The draft plan calls for prescribed bums for
restoration of fire-dependent communities. Areas
ranging in size from 1,108 to 5,200acres would be
bumed foreach of four types of forest communi-
ties, The amount seems excessive and the process
would be repeated. Ask the USFS to cite refer-
encesto document that these are fire-dependent
conumunities.

Natural resource agenda

Ask the FSto address the following items:
Restare degraded ecosystems and attain desirable
plant conditions. Prevent exotic plants from
spreading. Restore degraded riparian ecosystems
Conserve and recover threatened, endangered,
sensitive, and locally rare species and their
habitat. Close or rehabilitate recreation sites
showingunacceptable damage. Allocate resources.
to curtail unauthorized recreation use including
illegal OHV trails. Where scenic integrity condi~
tion is Low, Very Lew, or Unacceptably Low,
workto raisescenic integrity.

(2)

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Your cammentscan bereg-

 Cherokee National Forest, cmeéu Analysis
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istered in one (or both) of the following wa
Attend oneof two scheduled publichearings:
April 14,1:304:00 and 6:30-9:00 pm at Central
Church of Christ, 200 25th Street. NW, Cleve-
land, TN
April 15, 130-4:00 and6:30-5:00 pm at Boone's
Creek Community Church, c"y N (ohnson
City area).

2003,

Team, PO Box 221150, Salt Ca¥e
and/orFax them to (801) 517-1015.
comments must go to cherokee@fs fed.us

For further information, contact Catherine
Murray, 423-929.8163, or e-mail herat cfvcather-
ine@worldnet.att.net. ¥

“’E uT mzz

9. OAK RIDGE ISSUES

wrvation Land.Use

meeting with DOE Maneger Boyd
{Contributed by Dev Joslin]

Several representatives of Advocates for the
Oak Ridge Reservation, Foundation for Global
Sustainability, and TCWP, met with new DOE
Manages Gerald Boyd ot March 14. Ore o the

of cumpmhms.ve land use plannlng Mr. Boyd as-
sured the group that "We plan to do land use
planning using a similar p rocessto that used dur-
ingFocus Group planning for the westem end of
the reservation last year" (see NL2478A). H
said that any newlyappointed Planning Process
Coordinator will answer directly to hum. He cau-
tioned the groupthat it would be a few months
before that process got started  There ensued
some discussion about the selection process for
stakeholders in the previous Focus Group, and Mr.
Boyd offered 1o review that procss and try to
improve upon it

Mr.Boydsaid that the ED-1 tiansfer (ofap-
proximately 450 acres of Horizon Center property
to CROET for private sale) is the only land trans-
fer transaction that will be undertaken before a
transparent process for future land-use planning
has been developed. He assured the group that
D®E currently has ro plans to transfer any pro-
posed ED-3 parcel (land originally proposed for
development near the former K-25 site) to
CROET. The original propased transfer of one
version ofED-3was the catalyst for a previously
threatened lawsuit that eventually led to the



formation of thefirst Focus Group. Boyd charac-
terized the cleanup at the fonner K-25 site s
*going well”

Plans for the futute protection of the Three
Bends Scenic and Wildlife Management Area
were discussed. Mr. Boyd assured the group that
1o plans for transfers of any portion of the area
for residential development were currently being
considered. However, there was also ne informa-
tion given on future extensions to the current
agreementbetween DOEandthe Tennessee Wild-
life Resources Agency (which now manages Three
Bends), which expices inabout? years.

Boyd said that the transfer of3,000 acres on
the west end of the reservation to the state of
Tennessee wasproceeding as agreed in a previous
memerandum of agreement announced in Oak
Ridge by Govemor Sundquist last fail (NL249
96A). The transfer is intended as partial remu-
neration by DOE for damages to Watts Bar Res-
ervoir via water and sediment contamination.
The land is to be set aside by the state under a
conservation easement, but details of the ar-
rangementhavestillnot been finalized. The fate
of 280 acres adjacent to Wisconsin Avenue, re-
moved from this 3,000-acre parcel by DOE at the
request of the City of Oak Ridge, remains unde-
cided.

Alsodiscussed was the possibility of trading
a remote 40-acreparcel located in an environmen-
tally sensitive area within ED-1 (Horizon Cen-
ter),access towhichwould requirebuilding over 1
mile of road with it own major impacts. Boyd
said he would encourage discussions to cansider
possible alternatives.  Afterwards, the group
deemed the meeting as positive and encouraging.
We will continue the communications process
with BOE officials to highlight the importarce
and unique value of the reservatien’s size, bio-
diversity, and scientific research opportunitres.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Wiite to the officials
listed below, urging (1)-contirwation of land-use
planning for the entir¢ DOE Oak Ridge Reserva-
tion, (2) long-term preservation of the Three|
BendsScenic andWildlife Management Area, (3)
supporting transfer 0f3,000 ares to the state of
Tennessee for conservation, and (4) oppasing any,
furtheriand transfers fordevelopment. People to
contact: Gerald Boyd, Manager, Dept. of Energy,
Oak Ridge Operations, P. O. Box 2001, Oak
Ridge, TN 378318700; U.S. Representative Zach|
Warp, Federal Building, Suite 100, 200 Admini-
stration Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830; Govemar,
Phil Bredesen, State Capitol. Nashville, TN|

37243-000).
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Cedar Barrens Plan to City Councll
The Oak Ridge Cedar Barrens Management
Plan, recently approved by the TCWP Board (NL
249%6B), isbeing sentto Oak Ridge City Council
for their furst meeting in April. 1t will be accom-
panied by a recommendation by EQAB and a re-
quest from TCWP to reaffirm the 15-year old
agreement between TDEC, TCWP, and the City of
Oak Ridge to “manage the described land in a
manner whick will perpetuate or enhance the ce-
darbasrens conditions ... The Oak Ridge Cedar
Barrens is a Registered State Natural Area.

At the workday organized by TCWP o
March 15 (early in the season, in order tobeat the
emergence of the rare plants this area suppork),
the effort was directed toward removing exotic
pest plants, such as bushy lespedeza  Volunkeers
included Laoy Pounds, Jimmy Geoton, Babs
McBride, John Kubarewicz, Cindy Kendrick. San-
dra K.Goss, Ellen Keene, and ChuckEstes.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: We still need a site
steward, as required by the Plan. The steward,
with the help of volunteers, will carry out ac-
tionssuch as monitoring the needs ofthearea,or-
ganizingappropriate workdays, working with |
state and city officials, etc. (NL'249 18A). For.
more information onthe Barren, callSandra K:
Gossat B65:522-3809.

10. NATIONAL ISSUES

Arctic Refuge victory — for now
[FromNatural Resources Defense Council]

We won a huge victory a March 19 when
the U.S. Senate voted 5248 toblock oil develop-
ment in the Arct'c National Wildlife Refuge.
The proenvironment vote was all the more re-
markablecoming asitdid onthe eveof war, with
everysenator under enarmous pressure toapprove
this centerpiece of President Bush's energy plan.
For months, NRDC has been making the case that
drilling in the Arctic is the slowest, mostexpen-
sive and most destructive way to ensure America's
energy security. Tens of thousands of pro-refuge
messagesbuttressed our cause. In the end, eight
Republicans joined most Democrats and stood in
defense o America’s most spectacular birthing
ground for Arctic wildlife.

Needless to say, this fightis not over. What
we've won is a life-saving reprieve for the Arctic
Refuge, not persuanent protection. The champions
ofbigoil are sure to be back within weeks, if not
days, with more pro-drilling bills. But March 19



wasnothing lessthan a banner day for the envi-
ronment. In the most-watched Arctic vote to date,
under the very toughest circumstances, a biparti-
san majority of the U.S. Senate refused to sacri-
fice ournation's premier wildlife refuge.

Editor’s explanatory note. The March-19
vote reparted above was precipitated by the
Bush Administration having created a budget
item out of Arctic Refuge drilling by including a
projected income 0f$2.4 billion from leasing fees
in2005. In the past, pro-drilling forces had been
unabletomusterthe60 votesneeded tocut offde-
bate ona regularSenatebill. Hence, the Admini-
stration’s strategy of inserting the vote into a
must-pass budgetbill

m NY. Times3/10/0;

The National Academy of Sciences has now
released its long-awaited study of the environ-
mentalconsequences ofthree decades ofoil drill-
irg along Alaska's North Slope. The report con-
cludes that these consequences have been largely
unfavorable and are likely to get worse, despxtt
efforts by the oil companies to minimize damage.
TheNAS report didnot address the likely e
of drilling in the ArcticNational Wildlife Ref-
uge,anadjacent property coveted by the oil com-
panics and the Bush administration. But it pre-
sents a disturbing picture ofwhat could happen,
even with improvements in drilling technology,
and is thus anothergood argument forleaving the
refuge alone.

“The reproductive rates of certain bird spe-
cieshave declined. Female caribou are producing
fewer calves, while offshore sesmic activity has
driven whales out to sea ... The report also says
that thousands of acres of tundra vegetation have
been destroyed and that “wildemess values”
havebeen compromised ina muchlargerarea

NAS study on Arctic drliling
fFrom 3]

Ol and Gas Industry exempt
from new Clean Water rules
[Exetpted from N.Y. Times, 3/9/03]
Environmental Protection Agency has
exempted the oil and gas industries from new
clean water regulations that requice small con-
structon sites (down toone acte) to develop plans
for handling storm water (which can carry
chemical and metal runoff from the disturbed
soil).

Senator James M. Jeffords (I-VT), the rank-
ing minority member of the Environmental and
Public Works Committee, criticized the exemp-
tion. “While small conummities and small con-
struction projectsin everyothersector ofthe econ-
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amy must comply with strong stormn water stan-
dards," Ms. Jeffords said, ‘the Bush administra-
ing a free ride tothe oiland gasindus-
ry! Citicaf the exemption granted by EPA be-
lieve that the oil and gas industries are taking
advantage of closeties to the administration to
lay political grourdwork for broader exemptions
from theClean Water Act

To control equetic Invasive spe-
el
{Informationfram Urionof Concerned Scientists]
In 1990, in sesponse to the arrival of the
highly invasive zebra mussel in the Great Lakes,
adopted the law that is now the Na-
tional Invasive Species Act of 1996. Bills to
reauthonize NISA were introduced but did not
pass in 2002. In Februaty of this year, the Na-
tional Aquatic Invasive Species Act (NAISA),
which enjoyed broad bipartisan support, was re-
introduced by Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI) and Reps.
Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) and Vemon Ehlers (R-
)

About 7,000 invasive plant and animal spe-
cies are now established in the US, with damage
and control measures costing billions of dollars
each year. Scientists now consider invasive spe-
cies second only tohabitat loss in factors contrib
uting to imperilment of species native to the
United States.

WHAT YOUCANDO: Contact yourRepresen-
tative and Senators in suppost of NAISA (ad-
dresses on p.2), citiig some of the above arguments|

Hebitet restoretion
by privete landowners
A new Interior Department program will
make available $34.3 million in grants to states
encownage private landowners 1o help restore
habitats for endangered species. Recipients of
the moncy, such as state fish & wildlife agencies,
landowners, or nonprofit groups, must put up at
least25% of thecostofan approvedproject.

Congressionel "Park Friends™

The National Parks Conservation Associa-
tion hasrecognized members of the 107 Congress
who voted to preserve and protect national parks
(similar awards had been givento membersof the
two previous Congresses). Nine key votes were
chosen - three for the Senate and six for the
House--and a score ofatleast 67%was needed to
earn the NPCA award. Only two of Tennessee's
11 members (2senators, 9 Cangremmen)got onthe
list: Rep. Bart Gordon (D-6") and Rep. Harold
Ford (D-9%



WHATYOU CANDO: Tell Reps. Gordon and
Ford that you were delighted that each was
named a Friend of the National Parks by NPCA.
Let them knowthat you are happy that these is-
sues, which are important to you and your family,
are jmportant to them. (Addresses on p.2)

Greenscam end spin control

{Erom N.Y. Times Editorial/Op Ed, 3/15/03)

Ina mamorandumrecently described by The
New York Times' Jennifer Lee, Frank Luntz, a re-
spected Republican strategist, warns the GOP
that after two years of regulatory rolibacks, en-
vironmental issues have become “the single big-
gest vulnerability forthe Republicans and espe-
cially for George Bush."

r. Luntz’s remedy is not to change policy
butto start usingcomforting words like "balance,”
“common sense,” “safer," "cleaner” and “health-
ier” a strategy followed by Pres. Bush in h
Stateof theUnion address and o otheroccasions.

On global warming, Mr. Luntz says that “the
scientific debate is closing against us.” His ad-
vice is to emphasize that the evidence is not
complete. “Shouid the public come to betieve
that the scientific issues are settled,” he writes,
“their views about global warming will change
accordingly. Therefore, you need to conbrue to
make the lack of scientific certainty a primary
issue.”

Here is an interesting example of another
kind of spin control (from NRDC's onearth). For
oversS0 timesduring the pasttwo years, the Bush
Administration has chosen 5 p.m. an Fridays to
breaknews that's bad for the environment. This
strategy keeps the news item out of the press. It
is not in tume for the nightly network news, and
there is little time for joumalists to call environ-
mental experts who could eounter the White
House spin

11. TCWP NEWS

Upcoming sctivitle;

Goss|

Mertz will Jead a
wildflower hike cn the Panther Branch/North
Old Mac loop, which is about 5-1/2 miles long
(includingabout a mile of paved-road walk); to-
1a) climb is slightly more than 1,100 feet

The hike will start from the Park Visitor Center
at10a.m. If you wish to carpool from Oak Ridge,
meet 9:00a.m., Food City parking lot at the cor-
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ner of Oak Ridge Tumpike and S. fllinois Ave.
(meet near NW comer of parking lot). Partici-
pants are asked to bring a lunch, wear sturdy
shoes, and bring appropriate weather protection.

Wi 1o speak

Kathleen Williams, Executive Director of
Teanessee Parks and Greenways Foundation, will
be our speaker for the Spring Membership Meet-
ing. Joinus for this informative program on Tues-
day,May 27,7:00p.m., at the Social Room in the
Oak Ridge Civic Center. Williams, who has
been active in envirorumental efforts for a long
time, will speak on state environmental issues,
including the legislative season and currentland
acquisitron efforts.

We need Envtal Ambesssdors
[Contiibuted bySandraGoss|

In the next few weeks there are several op-
portunities to spread the word about current envi-
ronmentalchallenges. Anyone can be an Environ-
ment Ambassador, with the help of the profes-
sional-quality TCWP display, handy tip sheet
for frequently asked questions, and a friendly
smile.

The TCWP display will be at three festi-
vals this spring and there are shifts available
for volunteers.

{1) EarthFest at Cancord Cove Park, Knoxville,
Saturday, April 26
Shifts: 10:00--1:00 or 1:00-—4:00
@ Obed-Emufy RiverFest, Wartburg, Saturday,

Shlr 1:30- 2:30 or 2:30--5:3(
(3) Secret Cny Festival (lmme!ly MayFest),

Shifts: 11:00—2:00 or 2.00——5.00 on Friday;
10:00—1:000r 1:00—4:000n Saturday

We're seeking two people per shift The
booth has a cover and chairs. Bring a little flat
cushion and enjoy the camaraderie and fellow-
ship while helping our environment and TCWP.

Other volunteers n d
To volunteer, or get more information, contact
Sandra K. Gos at 865-522-3809. or

£
paign. Many severe environmental threats
toTennessee comefrom unneeded and damag-
ng road projects, while mass transportation
is languishing  Gov. Bredesen has ap-
pointeda possibly reform-minded and acces-



sible Transportation Comumissioner (13D,
thisNL). A TDoT Reform Campar’gn got un-
der way early in the year (NL249 92B)
TCWP would like to be represented in this
Campaign.

(2) Help ORHS Environmental Club by contrib-
uting old cell phones and toner cartridges.
Bring to any TCWP event, or drop off at
Homeland Foods (Tennessee Ave. near New
York Ave., Oak Ridge).

Gift certificates
help TCWP financlally
[Contributed by Sandra Gess]

Kxoger shoppers can help support TCWP fi-
nancially by paying for their purchase with a
Kroger gift certificate bought from TCWP. TCWP
receives 10% of the groceries-purchase price.
Certificates are available in $25 and $50 de-
nominations andcan be redeemed at any Kroger
store. Shoppers receive change in cash if the pur-
chase amounts to less than the denomination of
the gift certificate. They can also use the
“change" to charge up their KrogerCard, but note
that TCWP nolonger receives any benefits from
useof theCard. Call 522-3809 for more info, and
toget your gift certificates

Community Shares -
another way to hel,

r (Gonmbuted by Sainia Goce)
ASKING FOR MONEY! THERE'S
ANOTHER W, WAV TO HELP WITH OUR FIN,

s a member of Community Shares, a
satewide fund -raising organization. Much like
United Way agencies, some 40-odd Comumunity
Shares memnbers benefit fram a fall fundraising
campaign, with the bulk of the monies coming
from workplace giving.

Community Shares can beceme a strong part
of TCWP financial future. Every new workplace
that is recruited to participate in an employee-
giving campaign, conducted similarly and simul-
taneouslyto the United Way campaign, yields a
one-time _incentive to the recruiting member
group When TCWP recruits a workplace, we will
getall undesignated funds from the first year's
contributions of that workplace. Previous success-
ful recruiting groups have netted $1,200-9,400
through these efforts.

We need entry into workplaces, and there-
fore audiences with decision-makers who can
authorize sucha campaign and payroll deduc-
tions, WHOM DO YOU KNOW? WHOM BO YOU
DDOBUSINESS WITH? WHERE BOYOU WORK? All
you have todois get Community Shares intro-
duced. Youdon'thave toaskfor money; you don't
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have tomake the call. We need help getting in
doors. Contact Sandra K. Goss at 865.522-3809 or

The Community Shares web sit is at
http://www .korrnet.org/cshares/index html

F. MHeiping Korrnat
The TCWP Board voted to contribute $200 to
Kormmet, which has been our faithful (and free)
internet service provider for the past several
years.

12. CALENDAR; PUBLICATIONS;
RESOURCES

Events and deadlines calendar (For details, check
the referenced NL item; or contact Sandra K. Goss,
865-522.3809,

+ April4, Deadline forcomments on Tenn. Water
Quality Standards (J5A).

« April 5, 100 BigSouth Fork raft trip (Call San-
dra)

+ April12, Wildflower hike in Frozen Head
(11A).

« April 12, 5:30 pm., Oak Ridge Garden Plaza,
Cumberland Trail Auction and dinner. The pre-
ceeds fromthis year's auction willgo toward
“Tbe Big Dig 2003," whichshould add30 miles to
the 120 miles of trail alread y completed. Tickets
are §25. Call Carol Grametbauer, 376-2708

« April 14 Cherokee National Forest Plan Hear-
ings (18)

* Apsii 21-27, Smoky Mats. NP Annual Spring
Wildfiower Pilgrimage. Visit
www.wildflowerpilgrimage.org.

« April 26 10.00--5:00 EarthFest Concord Cove,
Knoxville

+ April 19, 26 May 26, Community Nature Walks
on Oak Ridge Reservation. Call Lissa Clarke,
American Museum of Science and Energy, 576-
3218

* May 3, Wartburg, Obed/Emory Riverfest (128).
* May 15 Deadline for commentson BSF GMP (11).

+ May 16,17all day Secret City Festival Oak
Ridge Civic Center.

* May 17,0bed Cleanup Day (J2E).



+May 27, Oak Ridge. Kathleen Williams talk
(T11A).

« June 19, Deadline forcomments on Cherokeee Na-
tional Forest Plan (18)

* October 11, Rugby, TCWP Annual Meeting

LPublications
« Conservation Directory, compiled by the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation, provides detailed
contactinformationon environmental organiza-
tions government agencies, collegesand universi-
ties, etc. $70 + S&H from Island Press,
or 1-800-828-1302

“Rewriting the Rules,” a report by NRDC,lays out
‘more than 100 enviroamental protections that the
Bush Administration has undone. Download the
report at
p.AS Je gkt
x.asp.orordera copy for $7.50 by calling 1-212-
727-4486.

« Oak Ridge Barrens Natural Area: History, Sig-
nificance, and Management, January 2003, 13pp,
And appendices, canbe obtained by callingSan-
drak. Goss,865-522-3809.

2backs/rolBack

« How to save forests through environmentally and
socially responsible procurement a handbook for
forest activists, has been published by the Con-
sumer's Choice Council
«

Toreceive a free
copy ofhe handook send an & mail 10 Cameron
Griffith, Director of Government & Labor Rela-
tions at the Consumer's Choice Council,

» Cholce !

mailig address.

« How fo win land development issues: a citizen’s
guide to fighting sprawl and advocating smart
growthis now available free fordownload from

v

* Hyperthought, is abook of speculative science
fictionabout a future Earth devastated by glahal
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* EnergyNetisa new electronicnetwork aimed at
advancingcieanenergy solutions. It provides free
access to reports, fact sheets, testimony, presenta-
tions, backed by rigorousscientific andtechnical
analysis. EnergyNetalsohelpsyou contactpol-
icy makers or the media about upcoming legisla-
tion and regulatory dec isions, Visit
http:
indexcfm

« Mailto Congress. Personalized letters, still the
most effective way to communicate with your
Congressman, should be faxedbeforebeing
mailed. Why? All mail going to Congress is now
routed to Ohio for irradiation to address any an-
thrax contamination; a mailed letter toyour Con-
gressmanmay arriveweeksaftertheissue you
are writingabouthas beendecided.

Continued from p.2

WHAT 1S TCWP?

"CWP (Tennessee Citizens for Wildemneas Plaraung) 15
dedicated H
natural lands and waters by maans of public owner|
hip, legislation, or cooperation ofthe private sector.
t focus is an the Cumberland and Appa-
lachian regions of East T ennessee, our efforts may ex-
tend tothe rest ofthe state andthe nation, TCWP's
strength lies in researching information pertinent to an|
issue, the|
[public, interacting with groups having similar objec]
ftives, and wasking through the legislative, adminis-
trative, and judicial branches of government on the|
federal, state, and locallevels.

[TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak Ridge, TN

[President: dy Kendrick, us&nslxu(h)
[Excautive  and Membesship-Development Director|
865-522-3809;

warming.
past TSRA president Mary Buckner. Published by
Penguin Putnam/Ace, 192 pages,paperback,

$599. Youcanread more aboutitat

« Aspecial issue on Cades Cove appears in
SIGHTLINE (vol.3, No.1), a publication of UT.s
Energy, Environment and Resources Center, 865-
974-4251.
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Vour Fund for Change




