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11. ACTION SUMMARY

INo| Tssue Contact “Messuge!" or Action

e — —

TA | Obed Dratt Clirbing Pinn NPS, TCWP ‘Read and/or Giscuss drat plan

2A | TWRA's 80,080-acte acquisiton | Tegislators (csp. McNally) | “Support HB.2642/58.2524 (wetland funds for TWRA)!"

3A | Protaction of State Pask System | State legislator “Support Penny for Parke, HB.2070/SB.26691"

3A | Sute Parks Commission State legistator “Suppert HR 735/SB.556 (depeadem cammission)”

4A | Ravensiord exchange (Smokies) | NPS, Mainella, Norton  [*Tis exchange would significandly hamn Park cesources!"”

4B [North ShoreRoad (Smokies) | Cit. for Future of Swain Cy| Send S5 for membership. Stay informed.

SA | Chip-mill permits State legistators “Support Forest ProteclionAct, HB2237/5B2264"

5B | Otberforest-celated bills State legislators “B4ch ofthese 4 billswould protect Tennessee'sforests!”

SC | Souther Forest Resource Assmt | USFS; media “Root causes ofthese alarming trends must be addiessed!”

68 | Biological Evaluations in Forests | USFS Comment on wheibec BE’s would weaken species protection

TE | Pine Ridge (Oak Ridge) TDEC “Issue NOVs and fines for comiming violations!”

8A | Parks’ operatingbudget Pres., senatorsand rep.  |“Presideat’slow budget puts Park resourcesin bad jeopardy!”

8B | Nar'l Renewable Energy Sundard | US senators “Standard is nocded fora cleener electiciry future!

10 | TCWP evenss and activities TCWP Panticipate in moeting, hikes, other activiies.

Senea folm e The Hos. Jobn Doe Pres. GeorgeW. Bush Goveruor Don Sundquist

USS. House of Representatives State Capitol

Wlslunglm, Be30s10 Washington, DC 20515 Nashville, TN 37243.9872
202 615.741-2001: Fax 5329711
president@whitchouse.gov

Dear Scnator Doe Dear Congressman Doe: Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Sundquist

Sincerely yours, Sincerely y ours, Respectully yours, Respectfully yours,

Sen. Bill Frist: Rep. Zach Wi

Pn 202 224.3344;

FAX: 202-228-1264
senator_rist@(risLscaue.gov

l.ou.l 865-602-7977

Sen. Fred Thompsoo:
Pt 202-224-4844; FAX 202 -228-3679

e-mail: senawr_thom)
Local: 865-545-4253

(FAX 545-4252)

Pbone: 202-. 225-3271
202-225-3494

IOMIPSON.SCNALE FAX:
Lecal: 865-576-1976

To catl any Rep or Senator, dial Congusswmswmhhmm 2022243121 To fid out about the status of bills, call202-225-1772
URLs:

General contact info: bispi//www.lcv.org

WHAT IS TCWP?




A.

1. OBED NEWS

Draft Climbing Plan

The Environmental Assessment and Draft
climbing Plan forthe Obed WSR was released by
the National Park Service (NPS) m mid-
February and is open for comments until April 8.
It is based on scoping comments (late 2000), the
deliberations of a Working Growp (which met in
February 2001), and consultations with other
agencies and organizations.

During the past decade or so, rock climbing
has exploded in the Obed (as it has in the rest of
the nation); ., between 1993 and 1996 there was
a 20% annual increase in the number of climbers.
This rapid growth was unmanaged by NPS, and
the resulting infrastructure was established by
climbers without planning and without review.
This infrastructure includes hundreds of vertical
bolted routes (see below), networks of foot trails

long the topsand bases of cliffs, and ladders
within viewshed of the wild river. “Adverse
impactstothe environmenthave occurred as a re-
sult of climbing,” states the Draft Plan, “and
questions have arisen about whether any ... plant
or animal communities have been harmed.”

The Plan states as its goal that NPS “will
protect the natural and cultural envirenment of
the Obed WSR, provide climbing opportunities,
and protect the experiences of other visitors.”
addition to a No Action alternative (‘D"), the
Draft outlines three others, with "A” being the
oqe preferred by NPS, "B" being somewhat more
restrictive, and "C" being considerably more per-
missive.

Under all Alternatives (except the No Ac-
tionone), research would be conducted by NPS a
climbing-use levels and en the biota. Existing
dlimbing routes would be mapped, and resource
inventories would be conducted of ecological com-
munities ¥ allow the park to develop adequate
management prescriptions. Also undex all Alter-
natives (except the No Action one), a program of
climbereducation would be instituted to promote
ethical and environmentally responsible climb-
ing

Four types of climbing are addressed in the
Plan: (a) sports ciimbing, along vertical routes of
bolts fixed permanently into the cliff face; (b)
traditional (or free) climbmg, in which the
climber ses natural hand - and foot-holds, with
any insertion of climbing equipment into the rock
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usually being of a temporary nature; (c) rap-
peling, whereby the climber descends a rope
looped to a fixed anchor (often a tree) at the top;
and (d) bouldering, consisting of climbable se-
quences on large boulders.

Spons climbing is the type most heavily
used at the Obed WSR, specifically an Lilly
Bluff, lhe lower Clear Creek (between Lilly
Bridge and the confluence with the Obed), and
the north side of the Obed just above its conflu-
ence with the Clear Creek. There are currently
about 300 sport routes in this zone according to the
Draft (some estimates are higher). All were de-
veloped before August 2000, when a moratoriun
on new bolts and anchors was put into place, pend-
ing studies. Under Alf A
d B, sport climbing would be restricted to this
designated climbing zone; but under the permis-
sive Alternative C, it could ocur throughout the
WSR. Within the dlimbing zone, Alternative B
would have 10 new routes developed beyond the
already existing ones;butthe NPS's “preferred”
Alternative A would allow establishment of new
routes by permit.

Traditional (free) climbing would be re-
stricted to the climbing zone under B, but would be
permitted anywhere in the WSR under A and C.
Rappeling, which can be very damaging to trees,
other vegetation, and soils at the cliff top, would
notbe allowed in the Obed WSR under B. Under
C, it would be permitted within the ciimbing
zone; and under the NPS's “preferred” Alterna-
tive A, it would be restricted to two site within
the climbing zone.

The eavironmental damages documented in-
clude soil compaction and vegetation loss. It
should ot suffice to limit attention only to sensi-
tive, threatened, or endangered species. Even
pllor to the ecological studies called for in the

ocument, there have been findings ‘ndicating
me potential for significant cesource damage.
Thus, numerous bryophytes (mosses and lichens)
not reported from elsewhere in the Cumberlands
have been found along the bottoms and faces of
cliffs in the Obed WSR, including a lichenspecies
totally new to science. In addition, tree indi-
viduals of an exceptional age (300400 years oid)
have been discovered within the climbing area.

At Lilly Boulders, where almost all boul-
dering to da!( has occurred, the Draft documents
dense path networks, vegetation trampling. and

complete removal of vegetation at the base of cer-
tain boulders. In the light of this, it seems unwise



toallowthe boulderingto spread by permitting i t
throughout the WSR {as peoposed i n the Draft),
and especially so since huge moss- and lichen~
covered boulders are among the most wandrous
features of the Obed WSR. In the light of chronic
financial constraints on NPS operations, the idea
that future monitoring would be able to protect
the resource seems somewhat unrealistic (and
this may also apply to traditional climbing out-
sidethe climbing zone, whichhas some potential
for soil compaction and vegetation impacts)-

While NPS has chosen A as its preferred
Alternative, the Draft document conc
temative B is likely environmentally preferred
the fewest number of climbing routes equates to
the Jeast amountof environmental impact.”
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on the most effective way to oppose Alternative
A

WHAT YOU CAN DO: A copy of the document
canbe obtained by calling 423-346-629, oron the
web at www.nps gov/obed under the facts/ doc
ok 5 discuss e daailed estored 6 e
Draft, which are being studied by TCWP, contact
the Water Issues Committee (48256 482-2153).

Redistricting to affect
Obed representation

a result of redistricting, Rep. Zach
Wamp will lose the Obed WSR, and the District-
4 representative will pick it up. The incumbent,
Van Hilleary, is running for govemor. TCWP
plans to acquaint all candidates for District-4
representatives with the values of the resource,
and with its needs, especially funding needed to
complete land acquisition and to hire sufficient
staff for resource protection.

Hwy 127 update

There is a lttle glimpse of possible victory
in the issue of “mproving" US 127 between 1-40
and Hwy . 62in Clarkrange. The Tennessee Dept.
of Transportation (TDoT) had earlier ruled out
Alternative B (which _essentially follows the
course ofthe present US 127) and had restricted
consideration to alternative A, which could ad-
versely impact Clear Creek, (upstream from
where it enters the Obed Wild & Scenic River)
(NL243, §20. There was considerable local
preference for B, and in January TDGT informed
County Executives of Cumberland and Fentress
County that it would conlinue to consider both A
and B.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Steve and Tori
Roberts, 931-484'0103 (363 Dave GarrettRd.,
Crossville. TN 38571) for up-to-date information

D. Obed to be Included
in National River Cleanup Day
On Saturday, May 18 y ou can participate in
National River Cleanup Day by joining groups
that will work from 9 until noon on Clear Creek in
the Lilly area, and on the Emoty River at Nemo.
Meet at the Obed WSR visitor center in Wartburg
at 900 1o sign up as a park volunteer, and from
there go to the cleanup sites. For more info con-
tact Park Ranger Arthur (Butch) McDade at 423-
346.6294.

E.Climber work day at the Obed
(Contributed by Frank Harvey)

On September 8, about 30 climbers partici-
pated in the second annual Adopt-A-Crag Day
Sponsoredand supported by localshopsand gyms,
tre Access Fund, and the Southeastern Climbers
Coalition, the day sawthe completion of a new
trail to the Lilly Boulder field. -Around 200 feet
of boardwalk was built, along with installation
of over 100 yards of new trail, all as plarned and
laid out by the NPS. Access Fund Adopt-A-Crag
events all over the USA are planned to address
climber impact and access issue before they be-
came a matter of controversy. Any queshons or
comments to the climbing eommunity can be ad-
dressed to Frank Harvey, regional coordinatorfor
the Access Fundat faharver@aol.com

2. THE CUMBERLAND PLATEAU

A. Holp needed to facllitate
TWRA purchase that could protect
#0100 (eritieai acTass
A major portion of the norther Cunierlands
could be protected from Auture developments if a
plan by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Ageticy
(TWRA) is allowed to came to fruition. TWRA
seeks to purchase ~80,000 undeveloped acres in
the New River region from International Paper
Co. to establish a Wildlife Management Area
that would essentially connect Frozen Head State
Natural Area and TWRA's 40,000-acre Roy al
BlueWMA. (It would also facilitate linking the
Cumberland Trail with trail systems in the Big
South Fork NRRA.) Negotiations with Interna-
tional Paper are facilitated via The Conserva-
tion Fund. Money would come from a variety of
sources; TWRA is seeking to fund its own contribu-
tion from the State Wetlands Fund, which would



allow in-lieu-of-tax payments to be made to the
affected counties. This requires legislation, and a
bill to that effect has passed comumittees
(HB.2642/5B.2524).

TWRA wants to expand its elk reintroduc-
tion effort through this purchase, but another
major rationale is protection of the Cerulean
Warbler, which is currently fighting for survival
due to destiuction of its breeding habitat in the
Cumberlands (a coalition of groups is working to
get the species listed as threatened).

Unfortunately, a developer has been agitat-
ing the affected counties (Anderson, Scott,
Morgan, Campbell) against the TWRA purchase,
claiming that if he were toacquire the land lots
of property taxeswouldbe generated and jobs cre-
ated by industrial development At recent County
Comamissiam meetings the language became one of
“birds versus people, " and “elks versus jobs.” The
danger is that the Comemissions may be acting
hastily, without possession of all the facts
Thus, Morgan County passed a resolution opposing
TWRA acquisition, on the assumption that ens of
thousands of acres in the county were affected,
Wheress the Norgen, Couny thare s actually
quite small

‘The danger is that state legislators from the
affected area would be swayed by the county ac-
tions to oppose the bill nceded to provide
TWRA's contribution to the purchase price.

WHAT YOU.CAN DO:_Without delay, contact
your legislators (see Political Guide) telling
them to support }1B.2642/SB.2524, which would
allow TWRA to use wetlands funds to pay for the
purchase of an important area ofthe Cumber-
lands that is highly worthy of protection and
that would genetate revenuies from tourists, hunt-
ers, and fishertnen. Sen. McNally is a key! Tell
them that if TWRA obtains wetlands funds, the
counties would receive in-lieu-of-tax payments,
whereas, if other funds are used to acquire the

WMA (outbidd:ng the developer), no such pay-
ments could be made.

Cumberiand iand-acquisition
(Contributed by Chvis Bullington, TNC)
Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning
have helped significantly the efforts to preserve
wildeness on the Cumberland Plateau. The
Dobbs Creek Wilderness Area was saved last
year by a generous TCWP member who made a
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contribution that allowed the Tennessee Nature
Conservancy (TNC) to purchase the tract. The
adjoining Tally Wildemess Area was given to
TNC several years ago. The Jim Creek tract pur-
chase (NIL238 J2A) has been closed on by the Ten-
nessee Chapter. To date, TCWP has helped the
Consesvancy raise over $80.000 towards the land
debt, thougha tremendous debtload still remains
for this tract that cost approximately $1.1 mil-
lion. TCWP and the Kentucky Nature Conser-
vancyare working to preserve the large tract of
land containing the Chimney Reck (see 19C, this
NL, for an upcoming hike to the area).

A recentgrantfrom theDoris Duke Charita-
ble Foundation (DDCF) to the Tennessee Chapter
of INC has provided an additional $1.5 million
for land acquisitionin the Northem and Southern
Cumberlands. There is a match requirement of 4
to 1 on the grant (ie. the Conservancy and its
partners must supply $4 for every SI of DDCF
grantmoneyspenton land acquisition). Matching
requirements are fairly loose in that funds for
land deals not involving DECF maney can count
toward an overall match within the project ar-
eas. The Conservancy musthave helped facili-
tate the particular land deal somehow for the
match to be allowed. Cooperation by TCWP and
the Coasesvancy on future acquisitions can count
toward the overall match requirement, and have
a multiplying effect for other land deals in the
Cumberlandsregion.

Expansion of Northern Cumber-
lands Forest Legacy Area
[Coatributed by Chris Bullington, TNG)

To be eligible for Forest Legacy Program
(FLP) funding. a tract must fall within a prede-
termined "Forest Legacy Area” and such FLAs
are established by a multi-agency Forest Legacy
Commuttee, which serves as the state’s liaison to
the US Dept of Agriculture (Forest Service)
(N1.243 13A). TCWP had urged that a FLA be es-
tablished an the Northern Cumberlands (N1.241
1). The Tennessce Chapter of TNC pushed for
an expansion of the Northem Cumberlands FLA
to include everything from the westem escarp-
ment of the plateau, south to Cumber-
land/Bledsoe Counties, and eastward off the pla-
teau to the usban boundary of Knoxville, and
northalong Walden's Ridge (the eastern escarp-
ment). This expanded Northem Cumberlands
forest legacy area includes the Oak Ridge Reser-
vation and the entirety of three previously ap-
proved forest legacy areas: Goby, Black/Brady
Mountain, and Scott's Guif. The Forest Legacy



board voted unanimously to approve the expan-
sion.

TNC made 2 presentation to this committee
in Nashville in December to nominate the Jim
Creek tract for Forest Legacy funding. Subse-
quenty, the site was selected by the Forest Leg-
acy board as the #1 priority in Tennessee for FY 03
funding. However, developments in other previ-
ously approvedprajects may delay furding for Jim
Creek until a later fiscal year.

Alllance for the Cumberlands
holds second meeting
-ontributed by Carol Grametbaver]

The Alliance for the Cumberlands held its
second meeting March 13 in Rugby, in an all-day
session hosted by Historic Rugby and moderated
by TCWP's past vice president, Eric Hirst.
Twenty-nine people attended, representing 19 or-
tions — federal agencies, state agencies,
land trusts, and conservation and preservation
groups

The Alliance grew out of a November 2001
“Cumberland Roundtable,” organized and hosted
by TCWP's Public Lands Committee (Mary Lynn
Dobson, chair) to facilitate commusication among
groupsand agencies interested in the conservation
of the natural and cultural eesources of the Cum-
berland Plateau in northem Tennessee and south-
em Kentucky.

At its March 13 meeting, the group was pre-
sented with the results of a 9-question survey
that had becn distributed via e-mail to attendees
at the November meeting, and discussed a "straw
man" statement of mission and objectives that
had beenset forth in the survey. A rough consen-
sus was reached an a mission statement and
goals/objectives, with agreement that the Steer-
ing Committee should develop these more fully
for presentation to the Alliance members at the
next meeting.

There was agreement that, at least for the
present, the Alliance should remain loosely struc-
tured, with different groups of members handling
different issues/projects as they arise.

A 7-person Steering Committee was elected
which will elect its own chair and, before the
next full Alliance meeting, will deal with the
following issues:
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« Develop a mission statement/goals/cbjectives

topresentto the fullgrou)

Suggest specific projects for the Alliance to

start working on

Develop a directory that lists each meamber or-

ganization, their key goals, their key person-

nel, and theirresources

Consider the development of a web-

site/listserv/electronic newsletter as a commu-

nications tool

Develop "operating principles” or “rules of or-

der” by whlch Alliance members will ab!de
members tobe invited

the Alliance, particularly those representing

private interesk and local communities.

The meeting also included participant re-
s o a variety of timely issues, such as

TWRA's efforts to acquire 81,000 acres linking
Frozen Head to Roy al Blue WMA, the potential
acquisition of land in the White's Creek area,
and thestatus of The Nature Conservancy's Duke
grant.

The next meeting of the full Alliance will be
July 10 in Kentucky (exact location to be deter-
mined later).

3. STATE NEWS

Tennesseans for State Parks

Several new budget proposals (including a "no
new taxes” budget) have surfaced in the General
Assembly that would reduce appropriations for
State Parks even further and could cause addi-
tional closings. At the same time, gas tax revenues
remain intact for TDOT (every department wonld
be called upan to make sacrifices, except for
TDOT).

“The budget subcommitiee of the House Finance
Committee rejected Gov. Sundquist's request for
512 million to reopen the parks, say ing that such
an action for the semaining 3 manths of the state
fiscal year would be meaniagless unless there was
assurance that the parks could recvain open beyond
Julyl.

Tennesseans for State Parks is a new coalition
of 32 Tennessee conservation organizations and the
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conser-
vation. Co-chaired by Kathleen Williams and
Will Callaway, with TCWP's Jenny Freemen
the steering committee, the coalition is working
along several lines to promote a “Penny for the



Parks” bill, which could gain momentum with your
help (see box, below). The bills are:

$B.2669 (Williams)/HB.2070 (Odom) - transfer
onecentper gallon of the 21.4cent state gas tax
for parks operation, maintenance and acquisition
5B.3105 (McNatly)/HB 3129 (Ridgeway) — add
onecentper gallon to the state gas anddiesel fuel
tax and placethe revenue in a special account for
stateparksand tourism.

Tennesseans for State Parks has arranged a
*State Parks Briefing” for March 20 at which they
will address a joint sessionof the Senate Environ-
ment, Conservation, and Tourism Committee and
the House Conservation and Enviranment Commit-
tee. Issues to be reviewed include: protecting Ten-
nessee lands now for future parks; reopening closed
parks; providing reliable funding for parks; and
strengthening professional planning for park de-
velopment.

In Anderson County, the Friends of Norris
Dam State Park areurgingpeopleto bring their ac-
cumulated pennies to one of several collection cen-
ters (cal! 457-4547 or 457-642) to be used for con-
vincing legislators that the reopening of state
parks is important totheir constituents, and to fo-
cus attentionon the “Pennyfor the Parks” bills as a
stable source offunding.

The road-building lobby has launched ads
that brag about Tennessee leading the nation in
highway censtruction and predicting more acci-
dents, dampened development, ekc., if a perny is
taken away. (No.1 in road building, but No. 49 in
education).

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact your legislators
{see Political Guide) tellingthem the bud;

needs to protectour state Parksystem. Urge their
support for a "Penny: for the Parks’ bill (see arti-
cle for details). Send a copyto the editorof your
local newspaper (in Knoxville and Oak Rndge.
you can e-mail to letters@knews.com an

And dontt let sforgetoursupportfor the State
Parks Commission bill;"SB.735/HB.556 (NL 23
140).

For up-to-date info, contact Kalhleen'Wllhams

(615-386-3171,

Callaway (615-248-6500,

The Adminitrstions Natarel Ateas/Scenic
Rivers bill is up for vote on the House floor. [At
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this time, TCWP lacks information on what
Natural Areas and Rivers are included in the
bill. Direct any questions to Reggie Reeves at
155 1 o cie fnus)

‘The bill was amended in a House subcommitiee to
cemove Scott's Guil in order to resolve

raised by both TWRA and Bridgestone/ Firestone.
Cances centered primarily around assurances
that TWRA would remain the lead management
agency over Scotts Gulf.

The bill establishes a voluntary State Sce-
nic Rivers Registry Program, but foliowing a re-
quest by the Tennwssee Association of Businesses,

committee added an amendment to make s
Registriesapplicable only along sections of rivers
that have been designated as State Scenic Rivers.
The amended bill was to be taken up by a Senate
subcommittee on March 13.

State Natural Areas Week
[Infofrom Br.an Bowen]

Proclaimed by Governor Sundquist for the
week of April 8 though M, 2002, State Natural
Areas Week will be celebrated (for the first time)
across the state with guide walks and volunteer
stewardship activities at many of Tenessce's 62
Natural Areas. These unique areas are preserved
in perpetuity, and protect habitat for many spe-
cies of rare plants and animals. They also protect
ecologically sensitive areas, areas of geological
and archaeological interest, as well as areas of
great scenic beauty. Development and use of State
Natural Areas is highly restricted, ensuring that
these areasare protected in perpetuity from inap-
propriate developmentand misuse.

Established in 1971 by the Tennessce Natural
Areas Preservation Act, the system now comprises
& State Natural Aress located throughout the
state, and covering nearly 90,000 acres. The Natu-
ral Areas Progiam is administered by the Tennes
see De of and C

Areas like the G)wsl River, Sunk Lake, Reelfoot
Lake, Radnor Lake, much of Fall Creek Falls,
Savage Gulf, Carter Cave and Natural Bridge,
l’mey Falls, North Chickamauga Creek Gorge,

House Mountain, and Hampton Creek Cove are
representative of the vast diversity of ecosystems
reflected in the State Natural Areas System. Ac-
tivities at these and many other Natural Areas
across the state will take place throughout Natu-
ral Areas Week.

Activities will include guided wildflower
walks, cross-county hikes, and canoe trips. All ac-
tivities will require reservations (call early tose-



cure a space). Amang East Tennessee locations are
House Mountain (see 110, Calendar), Fall Creek
Falls, Savage Gulf, N. Chickamauga Creek Gorge,
Piney Falls, and Bays Mountain. To find out the
appropriate numbers to call for specific reserva-
tions, contact the Tennessee State Natural Areas
Program, 615-532-0431.

1t is hoped that Gov. Sundquist will kick off
State Natural Areas Week on April 8 at the Ghost
River State Natural Area Jocated on the Wolf
River in Fayette County. On that occasion he
would sign Natural Areas/Scenic Rivers legisla-
tion (138, above) if it passes quickly enough. The
location was chosen because the Wolf River would
become Tennessee's newest State Scenic River.

Injunction against sewage plant
that affocts Fall Creok Falls

‘The battle has see-sawed once again. Last
December, the Water @uality Control Board re-
versed itself and, after all, allowed the City of
Spencer to consTuct a sewage treatment plant
thatwould discharge into Dry Fork Creek, which
wns through an extensive and ecologically_sig-
nificant cave system into Fall Creek Falls State
Park (NL243 14E; NL242 15A; NL237 12A). The
cave system into which the creek flows contains
the second-largest cave room in the nation and
has species of global significance. The mammoth
cave coom, called the Rumble Room, is under-
neath Fall Creek Falls State Park and, therefore,
is publicly owned.

te in February, however, a judge (Chan-
cellor Ellen Hobbs Lyle) characterized the state’s
permitting process forthe plantas “substantially
flawed by incorrect procedure, and incorrect ap-
plication and construction of the law," and ap-
proved arequestto delay the opening of the $6.5
million plant. Shealso orderedthat attorneys o
all sides take part in a settlement conference on
March 26. An expedited hearing an the full case
is scheduled before Chanceflor Lyle on May 23. In
the meantime, the environmental groups (TEC,
TSRA, PEER, and the Natl Speleological Soc.)
will have to post a $15,000 band to cover the in-
terest onthe City of Spencer sloans.

The parties at the March 26 conference are
to discuss ways o find funding for an alternative
to discharging the treated waste water into Dry
ForkCreek, such as land application of the dis-
charge or putting it in the Caney Fork River. The
state (TDEC) is defending its issuance of the

NL244,3/15/02
8

sewer-plant permit and is expecting Spencer to
appeal the ruling.

Onelda-to-Devonia trall?

Preliminary di with various County
Executives were held in early February conceming
the idea of developing a trail in the Oneidasto-
Devonia rail corridor. This rail line, which fol-
lows The New River for much of its length, is
likely to be abandoned for rail service since it cur-
rently serves only about one coal train per week. 1f
the idea takes hold, a trail in the corridor would
provide a connector between the Cumberland Trail
and the Joha Muir Trail in the Big South Fork
NRRA.

F.Moccasin Bend

Rep. Zach Wamp has informed us that_ad-
dition of Moccasin Bend to the National Park
System is a priority for him. To that end, this
year's Interior bill included $1 million to pur-
chase the Rock-Tenn property in Chattanooga,
subject to enactment of his bill to create the Moc-
casin Bend National Historical site.

Councli for Tenne. Future

‘This Council is a one-year coalition of grovps
working to raise awareness an environmental and
conservation issues and bring them to the fore-
front of the 2002 gubernatorial race. The non-
partisan Council will engage in an educational
and media campaign to make all candidates
aware of issues that which affect the quality of
life accoss Tennessee. Politicians will be encour-
aged to discuss their policies in environmental
areas, and the Council will attempt to foster a
candidate debate on these topics

Energy Task Force report is weak
Last sumener, Gov. Sundquist established an
Interagency Energy Task Force toexamine energy
in Tennessee. The draft report and policy
recommendations were issued in mid-December.
Accordingto a League of Women Voters analysis,
the plan is "long o rhetoric butshort anspecific
goals." “Though Tennesseans are the mostprofli-
gate electricity consumers in the nation, ... ro
definite targets for demand reduction or for in-
vestmentin efficiency technologywere included.”
The report also makes 1o recommendations for
public transit or pedestrian travel means.




A.

4. SMOKIES ISSUES

Comments needed
on Ravensford land exchange
{BasedoninfonnstionfromGre;

The National Park Service hel

Kidd]
three pub-
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(b) your opinion  the need to protect the
Ravensford resource for the Park. Point out its
great values, as revealed by those studies that
have already been completed (see above). Also,
divestiture of land from the Parkwould set a bad
precedent

lic scoping meetings i
tion foran Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
on the land exchange requesied by the Eastern
Band of the Cherokee Indians (EBCI). The draft
EIS is expected in August. The EBCI wants 168
acres of bottomland in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park (GSMNP), the "Ravensford
Tract” in exchange for a 218-acre tract (currently
in private ownership) that would be added to the
Blue Ridge Parkway. Anumber of easons for op-
posing this land exchange were listed in NL243
158

NPS has row extended the comment period
toMarch 30 and, additionally, has made avail-
and

“change@saic.com, or send them by toll-free fax to

'WHAT YOU CAN DO:
By3/30/02;e-mailcomments to npslandex-

888-820-3643, or mail to Anita Jackson, NPS,

Southeast Region, 100 Alabama Street, SW, At-

lanta, GA 30303, tel 404-562-3124ext. 705.

Also, voice your opinion toSec.Norton, NPSDi-

rector, Mainella (see Political Guide for ad-

dresses),andyour senators (p-2).

For additional information, contact George K)dd

/NPCA, 865-329-2424, o1

‘An Action Alert on the subject may be found at

h!tp //www npca. nxg/hkz uhm/m:hox\_-lens
lertiD=1

10

able the results of several ar-
cheological studies on both tracts. These studies
are a\'mhhle at

0 and have

bete summariaed by the National Parks and Con-
servaion Assoc. (g Amarg
the findings: S5 invertebrate species new to sci-
ence have already been identified on the Ravens-
ford Tract. Additionally, the tract contains eco-
logical communities that are considered very rare
locally and are globaliyvulnerable to extinction.

How do things look politically? Currently
there isno opposition to the swap from the Bush
Adminlstration.  Representative Charles Taylor
(R-NC) supports it, but the Great Smokies Coa-
gressionalCaucus hasbeel The
Great Smoky Mountains National Park Commis-
sion in mid-January passed a resolution that “re-
moval of land frem the Great Smoky Mountains
National Parkwould notbein the best interest of
the citizens of the United States to wham these
lands belong.” In this, they supported the posi-
tion oftheNorth Carolina National Park, Park-
way and Forest Development Coundil, which
cited the fact that the Ravensford Tract wasac-
quired by condemnation for the pucpose of inclu-
sion in the park. This calls into question the le-
gality of the proposed exchange.

Comments during this scoping phase of the
EIS should include two things: (a) your sugges-
tions about the questions NPS should ask, and
about the studies they need to conduct, for their
EIS (ie., the scope that should be covered), and

Nonh Shore Road status

p. Taylor (R-NC) and Sen. Jesse Helms
(R NC) are still pushing to complete constructien
oftheinfamous21-mile North Shore Road in the
Park north of Fontana Reservoir, and they se-
cured a $16 million appropriation for this pur-
pose late in 2000 (NL243 §5A) The National
Park Service (NPS) is using some of these funds
foran Environmental Impact Statement. Scoping
meetings for thisEIS willbeheldin thesummer.

Anewgroupcalled the Citizens for the Eco
nomic FutureofSwain County (N.C) has recently
been formed. They would prefer the cash settle-
ment over the road and are working to build sup-
port for this in their community, in and acund
Buyson City. They are soliciting membership (see
Action Box, below) andhave taken out ads inthe
local papers supporting the economic settlement.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

(1) To stay informed on the North Shore Road is-
sue, and to leam dates and locations of the scop-
ingmeetings, contact Greg Kiddat
Shidd@npbry.

(2) TosupportCitizensfor fercrbng qureol
Swain County, become a member andsend$:
Ry ERC ROl 2ol Bmyson ty,
NC 24

o

Status of Mighway 321 axpansion
second phase of the planned expansion of
Highway 321 (NL238 19A) is scheduled to be put



out for bid later this year. A possible alternative
that would prevent development that is likely to
occur ence a five-lane road has been constiucted is
to get Highway 321 designated as the Foothills
Parkway. Pittman Center hasdone a study an such
a proposal, and TDOT has agreed that this would
beless expensive and less environmentally damag-
ing than the current plan. Participants in the sec-
and meeting of the Great Smoky Mountains Coali-
tion (14D, below) agreed to raise this issue to the
Federal level andto conducta letter writing cam-
paign to the Smokies Congressional Caucus, among
others.

Great Smoky Mountains Coalition
{Contributed by Marcy Reed)

Formed at a November meeting of interested
groups (NL24277A), the Great Smoky Mountains
Coalition (GSMC), held its second meeting in
Waynesville, N.C. on March 2. Committees were
foimed for each of the three main issues dis-
cussed: the proposed Ravensford land exchange
(14A, this NL), the North Shore Road (4B, this
NL), and the expansion of Highway 321 (14C,
thisNL). The committees will determine actions
and report back to the'coalition at the next meet-
ing. Phil Francis, Assistant Superintendent of
Great Smoky Mountains National  Park
(GSMNP), provided an update on park issues, fo-
cusing mainly on the proposed Ravensford land
exchange and the North Shore Road; since Hwy
321 is outside the boundary of the park, GSMNP
feels ithasno reason orright toget involved.

GSMC now has a listserve. Tosign on, send a
blank e-mail to

= e
scril . When you receive a
confirmation message, just reply and your sub-
scription will be complete. If you nm into any
problems, e-mail LizDixon atdixon@cs.utk.edu

Foothlils land acquisition
Thanks to the Foothills Land Conservancy,
itis now possible to walk (though not always on a
trail) from the Tennessee Valley over Chilhowee
Mountain and into the Park at Abrams Creek
withouteverstepping on private land. In Decem-
ber, the Conservancy closed the deal fo purchase
59 acres adjoining the Foothills Wildlife Man-
agement Area (FWMA), which FLC had acquired
in1997and tumed over to the Tenn. Wildlife Re-
sources Agency. The new 59 acres makes the
FWMA and its trail system easily accessible

In order ko meet the purchase deadline, the
FLC had to bowrow $100,000, which must now be
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repaid with interest, Anyone wishing to contrib-
ute to this cost should contact Randy Brown, FLC,
865-681-8326

Second elk shipment has arrived

Following success with the first group of 25
elk introduced about a year ago (NL 24395C), a
second groupwas brought to the Smokies inanu-
ary, this_one from Elk Island National Park in
Canada. The 19 femaies and 8 males will be kept
ina woodland pen and gradually released when
spring vegetation greens up.

5. REGIONAL FOREST ISSUES

State should requira permits
for chip mills

HB 2237 (Odom)/SB.2264 (Fowler), the For-
est Conservation bill, is presently scheduled to be
considered in the Senate Environment Committee
o March 20. This bill, a revised version of
HB260 (Odom)/SB.265 (Fowler) (NL243 14D),
requires that new or expanding chip mills (proc-
essing at least 80,000 sons of pulpwood annually)
apply for a permit. TDEC (Dept. of Environment
and Conservation) then performs a forest-
cesources review to determine whether there is
sufficient timber in the area to supply the pro-
posed facilities. Thedecision to grant or deny the
permit is based n this evaluation and an an as-
sessmentof whatthe environmental 2nd economic
impact of an additional chip mill wouid be. The
bill would notregulate sawmilis, landowners, or
loggers, andit would notcest taxpayers anything
since the permit-application fee reimburses any
costs to the state.

The d'we need for this bill seems indisput-
able
« Findings of the Southem Forest Resource As-
sessment (summarized in 95C of this NL)
should convince anyone that such a billis badly

« The state of Tennessee is already being har-
vested at an unsustainable rate. Thus, data
from US Forest Service inventories show that in
1999 there were 33 counties in which removals
exceeded growth (up from 17 counties in 1989),
with12 of these countieshaving overharvested
allspecies (upfromone comty in1989).

» Thousands of jobs in the value-added wood-
products industry (e.g., cabinetry) rely m a
steady, sustainable supply of saw timber; im-
portantly, Tennessee is the nation’s leading
producer of hardwood flooring. But the number



of wood-using businesses has already dropped
by 33% inthe past 20 years, amnhe fumber of
sawmillsbyan equal percentag

« The mechanized clear-coting that removes
virtually the entire forest canopy causes soil
erosion, damage to water courses, and a great
decrease in the number and variety of native
plants and animals.

* The Cumberland Plateau’s deciduous forests
have evolved an thin, sandy soil. As they are
clear-cut and converted to pine plantations,
ever-increasing amounts of fertiizers, herbi-
cides, and pesticides (with their toxic run-offs)
are required, until the soil eventually fails to
suppoitany forests.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
You will not receive your Newsletter prior tothe
\tly schediled date for senate committee
consideration of the bill Still ahead, However
(assuming ti'e billwas passed outof comumittee),
willbe Houseaction and a. sena!elloorvole Con-
tactDaria Gere
9455) or Brian Paddock (bpaddock@!wlakes net))
to find outif.additionalsupportis stillneeded. If
itis, please doall you can to help get
Hsmy/sexbypassed (see Political G

le for

info onhow tdcontactyour state legislators).

Other forestry.related state bills
ests, would require the state to develop a writ-
tenplan forstate forests, documenting critical
habitats, recreational activities, and measures

limits cn the acreage that could be harvested
from each state forest each year, and would
precludeharvesting ofold growth timber.

requires an owner of property a
which a logging operation is to occur to mark
theharvest boundary and to give 30days writ-
tennotice toall adjacent land owners.

would require
any chipmill seeking economic assistance from
certain Tennessee agencies to complete a forest-
resource impact study. Unless the Dept. of Ag-
riculture finds that the operation would not
have an unreasonable adverse effect cn the
long-term viability of forest resources, economic
assistance would be precluded.
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SB.556 (Crutchfield)/HB.487 (Odom). Bad Ac-

Jaz. would requireloggers thathavebeenguilty

of environmental violations to notify the state

30 days prior to beginning logging operations,

andto submit a band  insure remedal actions
causedby

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Each of these billsdeserves our support. Contact
your state legislators on their behalf (see Politi-
cal Guide for addresses).

Southern Forest Resource

(SFRA) was initiated in the spring of 1999, inre-
spoase to_public cmwem (including ouss). The
Southern Region of USDA's Forest Secvice acted
as lead agency to this comprehensive multi
agency studythat analyzed the status and possi-
ble future of forests in 13 southem states. The
SFRA draft Assessment Report
(www.srs.fs.fed.us/sustain) has identified truly
terrifying trends but has failed topointthe finger
at rootcauses (NL24316B).

Only about200 millyon acres of southemfor-
ests remain (down from 356 million in colonial
times); about 90% of this acreage is in the hands
jon private owners. The severe state of
declineofour forests frem the combined effects of
wban sprawl and the wood produckindustry is
illustrated by the followingexamples.

« Halfof the forested wetlands of the South (35
million acres) have beenlost.

Natural pine forestsdeclined from 72 million
acres in 1953 to34 millionacresin 1995.

Between 1953and 1999, theacreage in planted
pinesincreased from 2million to32 million,now
occupying15%of thecurrent Southem”forest”
Fourteen forest communities (e.g.,the longleaf
pine ecosystem) across the South have dedlined
andnow occupy only 2%of their original range.
‘There are more threatened forested ecosystems in
the South than in any other region of the country.

Predicted trends forthe future are alarming,
* TheSoutheast, withonly 40%of theofthe coun-
try's forests, contrbutes to?7%of the annual
pulpwood production. Each year, § million ()
acres arebeingclear-cut.

Theregion producesmoretimberthanany country
in the world (except the USA). I share of
world production increased from 6.3% to 15.8%
between 1953 and 1999.



© (1) Although it is now 2 weeks pas! the formal
1l b

2} Broadcast the alarming trenie Hocumented 1 the

) For otheraction.clickon

 ftsid inyouropnion (101G fed s and

Hardwood removal is forecast to exceed growth
by2025

Developments and mone-culture pine plantations
will continueto replace biologically diverse
hardwood forests at a truly alarm ing rate; it is
estimated that theywill occupy 54 million acres
by 2040.

Urbanization and similar developments will con-
tinue to replace forest acreage: 12 millionacres
between 1992and 2020, andan additional 19 mil-
lionprojected between 2020 and2040.

The trends outlined in the SFRA have se-

vereimplications for quality of life in our camaws

inking water, wild-

and the ecanomic livelihood of

small sawmills, value-added wood products busi-
nesses,outdoor recreation andtourism.

Despite its numereus findings to the con-
trary, the SFRA fails to acknowledge the threat
posed by continued expansion of industrial for-
estry and concludes that it is sprawl which poses
the single biggest threat to southem forests. Yet,
while 30 million acres of forest will indeed be
lost to sprawl through 2040 (truly a scary pros-
pect), at least 258 million acres will become
‘monoculturesand/orbeheavily logged toproduce
products suchas paper.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

comment deadlme, the USFS should

dwear®f the

~ WHAT YOU CAN DO: If you are mlmsred in |
~ being partof the Conservation Vision, X
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launch the campaign. SAFC will also be holding
events at the state level in recognition of the ef-
forts put forth by greups (such as TCWP) to pre-
serve the attributes of the Southem Appalachian
region - unique environmentand culture.

Tennessee's “Retum ofthe Great Forest” event
will take place April 27, 2002 at the Museum of
Appalachia. TCWP members are invited to come
and celebrate Appalachian culture and environ-
ment and to leam more about SAFC's campaign.

TCW Public Lands Cominiiee “Contact Marcy
Reed at 865-691-8807,'Sandra Goss at 865-522-
3809, or Mary Lyan Dobson at 865:3544924. 1f ymu|
would like to attend either the April 12-13 or
Aprill27 meetings, call any of these numbers:

E. Ve

tation Management in Forest
Planning

The Forest Service (USFS) Southern Region
has released Draft Supplements to Vegetation
Management EISs. When Forests undertake
Vegetation Management activities, they conduct
inventories for Biological Evaluations (BEs). The
question was raised whether the changes that
were being proposed forthese inventory require-
mentswouldresultin weakenedprotection ofpro-
posed endangered, threatened, and sensitive spe-
cies. The recently released Draft Supplement at-
tempts to clarify direction for conducting BE in-
ventories.

threat posed by mlmued e
forestry.

RA through letters-to-the editor and any,
othermeansavailable to you: Use them to back -
0p Yoz aippbet ofhip mill legisiation (154,
this NL) -

ook o R e

Southern Appalachian Forest
Coalition Ilaunching campaign
[Contributed by Marcy Reed[

The Southem Appalachian Forest Coalition
(SAFC) is preparingin April to launch its new cor
servation visioncampaign to preserve our Appala-

i culture. i is
called “Return the Great Forest” and is designed to
result in additional wildemess preservation and
land acquisition (see NL243 6A for details). A
sununit is planned for April 12-13 in Asheville to

WHAT YOU CAN DO: A mpyohhedrall
requested e

at the Southern Regxon s Adama ®ifice (404-347-

7076, or rwilhelm@fs fed.us). 1he deadlme for

comments i$April29.

6. TVA NEWS

TVA piana to reduce SO, emissions

Last fall, TVA announced that it plans to in-
stall scrabbers at 4 of its coal-fired power plants
(Bull Run, Kingston, Paradise, and Colbert).
These scrubbers, which should be in place be-
tween 2006 and 2010, are anticipated to remove
200,000 tons annually of haze- and particle-
formingsu furemissions —outof a total 0f700,000
tons that are emitted by TVA facilities each
year.



This should be of help % the Smokies,
where 75% of the sulfur pollution (and its can-
comitant haze and health_effects) comes from
coal-fired power plants. Placed in an overall
perspective, however, the reductions represent
less that 30% of TVA’s own emissions, to say
nothing of the emissions produced by plants out-
side the TVA region. Nevertheless, TVA de-
serves out thanks, especiallysince the costofthe
sulfur controls is more than $1.5 billion

Reservoir Operations Study
for Tennessee Valley

The Regional Resource Stewardship Council
isa ditizen advlsmyyoup formed by TVA in 1999
(NL229 16C) to address natural resource and
other issues. Much the RRSC's attention has been
devoted to the competing demands for public
benefits produced by TVA's energy production and
river-management system; specifically, several
Coundil members are concemed over reservoir-
level fuctuations,

Following a RRSC recommendation of last
October, TVA will conduct a 2-year Reservoir
Operation Study to identify possible changes and
evaluate their overall value to the people ofthe
Valley. To gather public comment o the objec-
tives of the study and on possible alternatives,
TVAis holding21 meetings
in the period between March 21 and April 18.
Meetings in Tennesseeare scheduled for

April 4: Paris, Nashville, Memphis

April6: Morristown

April : Knox/Loudon area, Chattanooga

April 11: Blountville

April 13 Norris, Savannah

April 18: Tullahoma
TVA's Project Manager for the study is David
Nye. Toleammore about the study or have your
opinion recorded,call toll-free at 1-888-882-7675,
or log a to www tva com (where, amang other
things, meeting times and locations are an-
counced).

7. OAK RIDGE AREA

Donations now complete for
North Ridge Trall signs.
interim warnings to be posted
TCWP's efforts to cub ATV and other ille-
NorthemG:
One project is to get signs placed at 11 NRT en-
trances to inform the public of the NRT’s status as
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a National and State Recreation Trail for pedes-
trian use only. These signswillalso list modes of
transportation in the greenbelt that are punish-
able by a fine. In NL242 18A and NL243 184, we
listed donors for 9 of the signs. Donations for two
additional signs have since been received from
Bettie and Henri Levy, who had earlier already
contributed for one sign. Thank youso much! We
have revived our efforts to work ana strength-
ened Greenbel t ordinance 0 the prohibitory lan-
guage on the signs canbe spedific

In the meantime, Susan Donnelly, TCWPs
new NRT steward, reports that Josh Collins, di-
rector ofthe Oak Ridge Recreation Department,
has offered to post a series of decals at each NRT

(thank you!). The decals, which are 3' x4" pic-
tures of ATV, horses, etc., withthe international
circle and slash across the picture, will be at-
tached to a metalplate nailed toa post. fnaddi-
tion to the trail entrances, two problem spots
along the trail where horses and ATVs bleed
through from the Oliver Springs sidewillalsobe
posted in this manner.

OR Resorvation’s Natural Aroas
[information from AFORR]

“IheTennessee Division ofNatural Heritage
(part of TDEC) has requesied that DOE allow
designation of about 20,000 acres of the ORR as
State Natural Area, and DOE has responded
that this request willbe considered aspart ofthe
angoirg comprehensive land-use planning. The
proposalincludes5 subunils,each containing 5-12
sites of importance. Together, they “represent
themost contiguousecological core areas that can
be preserved at a landscape level at ORR,” states
the TDEC report. In addition, there are other
isolated sites that deserve special consideration
for protection.  For maps, visit kor-
smet.org/aforr/newsjan02 htm.

Menegement In Three Bend Area
(information from AFORR]

In Jure 1999, then-Secretary of Energy Bill
Richardson designated the Three Bend Area of
the ORR (Solway, Freels, and Gallaher Bends)
25 a Wildlife and Scenic Management Area, to be
managed by.the Tennessce Wildlife Management
Agency (NL229 17B). TWRA is now embarking on
several activities, such as replacing non-native
with native grasses and preparing for futurepre-
scribedbuirss. UT. hasusedthearea for wildlife
classes.



Some developers still eye the Three Bend
Area as a possible site of residential develop-
ment, and will agitate forsuch a plan once DOE's
5-year agreement with TWRA ends. This will
clearly bear watching

No marina development
for Clark Center Park

Clark Center Park (formerly Carbide Park)
lies within the Tnree Bend Scenic and Wildlife
Management Area, a region now reserved for con-
servation. The City of Oak Ridge has requested
the park, butwants o restrictions put an its use.
‘This proposal, supported by some local develop-
ers, is potentially very dangerous because it
would allow corstructionof a large marina that
would inserta major development into the conser-
vation area and would increase powerboat traffic
along the shores ofundeveloped Freels Bend and
Gallaher Bend. (NL241 18C).

In his talk at the TCWP Quarterly Member-
ship meeting of January 29, Dev Joslin reported
that DOE has infonned the City that it would
not relinquish Clark Center Park because the ma-
rina would be incompatible with the Scenic and
Wildlife Management Area within which it iies.

Violations continue

st Pine Ridge development
Heavy load of sediment washing off the
Pine Ridge developmentsite into East Fork Pop-
lar Creek resulted in a Notce of Violation
(NOV) mailed Dec. 20 by the Dept. of Environ-
ment and Conservation (TOEC) (NL243 38D). Ac-
tions taken by the developer in o the
NOV clearly failed to work, because equally sig-
i by

citzens in mid-Januaty and subsequently. The
evidence indicates that the developer is not in
compliance with his stormwater permit, and pre-
sumably willnotbe unless there iscontinuedpres-
surefromTDEC.

WHAT YOUCANDO: Communityinputdoes
make adifferencein TDEC's decisions toissue
NOVs and fines. Contact Dodd Galbreath at 615-

532-8545and Paul Davisat 615-532.0625.

Wildflower Greenway:
official opening and hike
ibuted by Tom Thomas)

A 1-mile trail in the woods behind the W.

Vanderbilt apartments will beofficially opened
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inabrief ceremony held April 12, 1:00am, at the
greenway’s eastern terminus near the 101-135East
Vanderbilt Avenue building.

The following moeming, Saturday, April 13,
10am, starting inthe parking lot behind 101-135
West Vanderbilt, Larry Pounds (professional
botanist and longtime leader of wildflower
walks) will identify wildflowers along the
stream that parallels a segment of the Wild-
flower Greenway. This streamside area has been
a favorite of wildflower enthusiasts for many
years. The walk is sponsored by the American
Muscum of Science & Energy. Roger Macklin
(Flmacklin@aol.com), who laid out the original
Wildflower Greenway, has replaced Tam Tho-
mas as trail steward on behalf of Greenways Oak
Ridge

Also en April 13 (time and place to be de-
termined, rain date, April 20) Southhill Gardens
will sponsor a party with bluegrass music for its
Southhill residents, followed by a walk along
the one-mile trail

Roger Macklin (rlmacklin@aol.com), who
laid out the original Wildflower Greenway, has
replaced Tom Thomas as trail steward a behalf
ofGreenways OakRidge.

8. NATIONAL ISSUES

National Parks operating budget
needs Incre.
[Contributed byWwill Reynolds, NPCA]

I nationalparks across the country, natural
andcultural resourres are threatened because the
National Park Service has insufficient knds to
protectand preserve them. Increased visitation,
pollution, motorized use, and development, cou-
pled with insufficient funding have strained the
Park Sexvice’s ability to protect resources and to
provide visitors with the breathtaking experi-
ence weall take forgranted.

During his campaign, President Bush
pledged $4.9 billion over five years for the "up-
keep of these national treasures" (referring pri-
marily to infrastructure repair and enhancement).
Instead, the'Department of Interior’s fiscal year
2003 budget request falls far short of necessary
funding for the annual operating budget of the
National Park Service and hardly begins to ad-
dress park needssuch as science, resource protec-
tion,and education.



For example, the Great Smoky Mountains
NP annual operating budget for 2003is less than
1% sbove the previous year's, which fails to
covereventhe mandatory cost-of-living increases
for park employees. Insufficient funds threaten
the park’s ability to: monitor and evaluate air
quality, provide enough law enforcement staff to
ensure visitorsafety, protect the park from inva-
sive exotic plant species that threaten native
plants, andcontinu e an extensive survey of living
resources in the park. At Natchez Trace Park-
way, lack of sufficient staffing and resources
places 408 archeological sites andhistoric manu-
ments in danger of vandalism and degradation.
Park wetiands and natural areas are also subject
toillegal poaching, dumping, and timbercutting.

t you can help!  Americans for National
Parks is a diverse and expanding coalition of over
i i 1 for
the needs of the National Parks System. They
support the President’s pledge to elimnate the
$4.9 billion maintenance backlog of the National
Park Service, but the arnual operating needs of
the parks must lso be met. This will require a
$600 million increase to the Park Service’s annual
operations budget over a five-year period to en-
sure that NPS can fulfill its congressional man-
date to conserve the natural and historic values
of our national parks.
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contact Tennessee Field Organizer Will Reynolds
at (865) 3252424, or wreynolds@npea.org.

Nationel Renewable Energy
Stendard Is n. led

Federal legislation to be voted an very seon
would help greatly in making a transition from
dirty fossil fuels to the clean renewable energy of
the future. This legislation would establish a na-
tional Renewable Energy Standard, which requires
utilities to gradually increase the portion of elec-
tricityproduced from renewable resources. Provid-
ing 20% of US electricity from wind, solar, and
other renewable energy seusesby 2020 would cost
energy consumers almost nothing, according to a re-
cent study by the US Department of Energy's En-
ergy Information Administration (EIA). With a
20% renewable energy standard, electricity prices
in 2020 are still projected to be nearly 7% lower
than they are today. Such a standard can stabilize
US emissions of catbon dioxide, the prmary green-
house gas, and would significantlyreduce emissions
of nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, and mercury,
which are linked to acid rain, smog respiratory
iliness, and water contamination.

WHAT YOUCANDO:
(1) t

Ltowritea letterto PresidentBush encouraging
himto protect and preservenationalparks. Re-
anind him of his commitment and the need to in-
crease the operating budgets of the national
parks beyond the Administration’s FY 2003
budget request. .

(2)Urge your Congressman andtwo Senators(ad-

dresses on p2) to support an increase in the Presi-

dent's proposed budgetfor National Parks.

Write a letter to the editor of your local newspa-

perto help raise awareness oftheneedsof the

nationalparks iriour stabe.

Postcards calling for President Bush to increase

the operating budget of the National Park Serv-

ice can be found in many Knoxville coffee shops,

bookstores, and other establishments.  Pick up

some of theseand distributethemtoyour friends

to send.

Sample letters and information on Americans for

National Parks canbe foundonline at

hitp://w, To

find out more ways you can help locally please

(

=

«

WHAT YOU CAN DO:  Contact your senators
without delay (addresses on p.2) to support a na-
tional Renewable EnergyStandard for a cleaner]
energy future.  You can also check ou
wwwi.cleanenergy org/policy/rps to find out more
and tofill out a simpleonline form to send letters|
toyour Senators and editors of your local papers.
‘There is als an attached fact sheet an towa na-
tional Renewable Energy Standard could affect
the Southeast.

€. Energy capsul

« Only 3% of the world's oil supply is under
American soil, yet the USA consumes 26% of the
world'soil. Despite this, the Congress failed to
support Sen. Kerry's (D-MA) bill that would
have requie dan automobile fleet average of3¢
miles per gallon by 2015. “compromise”
amendment (also characterized as "an artful
dodge” and "a great escape”) passed by the Sen-
ate requires the Dept. of Transportation to ad-
dress the issue of fuel economy and to issue new
mileage rules within two years, "in a way that
doesnotharm the domestic manufacturing ind us-
try" Oneofthe spensars of this amendment ac-
knowledged that it would take several yezr<
thereafter belare any such new rules could be
plemente



+ Recommendations for improving the federal
prograin that sets fuel econamy standards for
cars and light trucks, made last year in a Na-
tional Academies report, are still valid despite
minorerrors in the estimates for fuel econom
galn$ says an update by the reports authors

ﬁu{z} The report found that major mileage
improvements were feasible using current and
emerging tedhnologies, but that forcing
automakers too quicklyconld result in less safe
vehicles. The defeated Kenry bill would have
allowed 13(!) years.

« A quote from Molly Ivins: *... 10,000 deaths a
yeara e caused by the millions of tons of pollu-
tonby [aging coal-fized power plants that are
in violation of federal law) When 3,000
Americans were killed by terromsts, we
promptly went to war ... to get the killers.
When American industry kills Americans, this
administration accommodates them endlessly.”

. Congressional scoracard

The non-partisan league of ConservationV ot-
ers (LCV) has ust released it scorecard for the
firstsession of the 107¢ Congress. Sco es are based
onkey votes selected by a panel of experis from 23
respected organizations. Eightsuch key votes were
chosen for the Senate,and 14 for the House. These
votes represent real choices, rather than consensus
issues,

On average (although lhere are huge differ-
ences by party), f Co cast_pro-
Crvionment vetesless than half the time. Thus,
the 2001 national averages were 46% for the Sen-
ate (82 and 9% for Democrats and Republicans, re-
spectively) and 48% for the House (81and 16% for
Democrats and Republicans, respectively). It is
also noted in the report that while many issues
were put an hold in the Congress following the
Sept. 11 attack, the administration continued to
push its anti-environment priorities through ad-
ministrative actions.

Regional differences are dramatic. The high-
estscores are from the New England states (Senate
68, House 88) and Mid-Atlantic states (Senate 79,
House67). The Rocky Mountains/Southwest region
is rock-bottom (Senate 13, House 27), but the
Southeast is notthat muchbetter (Senate 30,House
29). Tennessee'sscores(Senate 13, House 34) are ac-
tually lower than the Southeast average for the
Senate. The Tennesseescoresareas follows.
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Pary
Distr  |2001 |99, 97,
‘00 98
Senate
Frist R 0 0 77
Thompson | R % 0 13
House
Jenkins 5 [ 10
‘Duncan % T 13
Wamp 5 13
Hilleary z 7
Clement D- 7 4
G D¢ 7 5
ryant -
anner D-8 4 3
ord 9| se 7

Rep. Ouncan is a candidate for chairman of
the House Resources Committee when Rep. Jim
Hansen (R-UT) retires at the end of the year.

E. Presidentlal Report Card
Ina carefully documented 32-page analysis,
the non-partisan League of Conservation Voters
(LCV)has reported on the first full year of Pres
Bush and his administration. A key to the per-
formance isthe Bush cabinet, Asdescribed in The
New York Times (1/28/02), "he has filled nearly
all the critical posts where policy is hatched and
regulations written with people who regard the
environment as a resource tobe exploited andwho
have eamed their keep representing logging,
mining, oil, livestock, and other interests.” And
thisbiasextendseven to cabinet officers whoare
not in clearly resource-related positions, such as
Attomey General Ashcroft. Ashcroft is making
policy passively by ot defending the "law of the
land” when it cames to environmental protection
(e.g. the National Forest roadless policy).

Pres. Bush's 2001 report card, based on a sur-
vey of environmental leaders, was derived from
an exhaustive review of his actions, evaluated o
their own merits and measured against a number
of stated yardsticks.

Presidentialappointments .
Presidential budget
Presidential initiatives
Energyand climatechange
Public lands and land managemen
Pollution and publichealth .
Wildlifeconservation .
Internationalissue
OVERALL

ommommMoo
¥
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9. TCWP NEWS

Political Guide malled

Youshould have recerved your TCWP 2002
Political Guide a couple of weeks ago. It contains
contact information for federal and state admin-
istrative offices (and same of their staffs), for
Members of Congress, and for state legislators.
There are also suggestions on the how-to's of
communicating. Please save the Guide in an ac-
cessible placeand useitoften. 1fyou failed to re-
ceive a copy, or need another one, contact Marcy
Reed (box on p.2) te whom we are grateful for this
year's update.

Cumbarland Trail State Park Is
toplc of Quartarly Meating, April 4
[Contrbuted bySandra K.Goss]

Bobby Fulcher, interpretive specialist for
the Cumberland Trail State Park and producer of
a new Cumberland Trail CD, will update us o
the proguess of Tennessee’s newest, and only lin-
car, state park, the CumberlandTrail. Bobby is a
longtime State Parks veteran and TCWP mem-
ber, “There's a lot going on in termms of land acqui-
sition and trail development that Bobby should
be able to share with us,” commented Carol
Grametbauer, chair of the TCWP Serv’ice Com-
mittee, which is sponsoring the event.

The presentation will take place Thursday,
April 4 at 7:00 p.m. at the Oak Ridge Civic Cen-
ter Social Room. Refreshments will be served.
Come and bring friends. For more information,
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portunity to see the fiuits of TCWP's fundraising
efforts, which resulted in the purchase of this
land (see 2B, thisNL)

ary Lynn Oobson and Frank Hensley will
lead the hike and Mary Lynn will identify
plants along the way. Wear sturdy shoes, and
bring rain gear and lunch. You can join the group
at the Pickett State Park Office, or carpool from
Oak Ridge. We will meet at9:00 a.m EDT mthe
westside of the Food City parking lot (comer of
Illinois Ave.and Turnpike). The hike anddriv-
ing time will take all day. Bring your friends and
join us for a wonderful day in the Cumbertands.

Contact  Sandra  Goss  (522-3309,

esper.com) or Frank Hensley (483 0849,
fwhensley@aol.com) for more information.
Community Shares banduet, 4/13
[Contrnted bySandss K Gos)
TCWP is a_member of Commusity Shares,
which is an umbrella fundraising organization.
On Saturday April 13, Community Shares will
sponsor the2002Circle of Change Banquet at the

in Knoxville. This dmner will feature
both silent and live auctions, live music, and
presentation of the “Curcle of Change” Award
winners.

We are seeking enough TCWP members to
£ill two tables often. Costis $3500 each, or$60
per couple. Your participation benefils TCWP.
Formore informationorto reserve a seat, contact

K. at  865522-3809, or
com.

contact Sandra K. Goss,
865522-3809.

Chimney Rock hike, April 13
[Contributed bySandra K.Goss]

TCWP will spansor a hike to the Chimney
Rock near PickettState Park an April 13th. This
hike, approcimately 3 miles on an old loggg
r0ad, is considered easy to moderate. Alang the
way there will be an optional spur to Greenwood
CIiff, which willadd 1/8 mile to the trip.

During the hike we will look from the cliff
tops across the Tally and Dobbs Creek Wilder-
ness Areas. The Chimney Rock (a 200 foot verti-
cal rockformation)provides an unobstructed view
of several square miles of undeveloped riatural
beauty on the Cumberland Plateau.

1f time permits we will drive an extra two
miles and take a short easy walk (less than 1/8
mile) tothe Jim Creek Overlook. This is an op-

Wiidtiower walk, April 27
Larry Pounds will lead a short wildflower
k on a portion of Oak Ridge's North Ridge
Trail on Saturday, April 27. The mile-long hike,
sponsored by the Service Commu'tee, starts at the
N. Walker Lane trailhead and proceeds down
the steep and rough access trail. Larry, a well-
knownlocalbotanist is confident that we'll sce a
good representation of spring wildflowers.

N. Walker Lane leads off from West Outer
Drive, west of the Children's Museum, and the
trailhead is on the left side. Hikers will meet
there at 10:00 am. Wear sturdy shoes and bring
raingear. For more information, contact Sandra K.
Goss, skgoss@esper.com,865.522-3809.

TCWP booth at outdoor events
[Contributed bySandraK.Goss]
We are looking for outgoirg environmental

advocates, to do same oukdoor work. TCWP will



have a booth at two events this spring ~ Earth
Fest in Knoxville aSaturday, April 20, and May-
FestinOak Ridge, Friday and Saturday, May 17
and 18, We will have three-hour shifts for pairs
of volunteers oneach of thosedays. Tosign up for a
shift or for mare informanion, contact Sandra K.
Goss, skgoss@esper.com,865-522.3809.

News of TCWP members

who, for the past several years,
has dore a terrific job taking care of the North
Ridge Trail and its problems for TCWP, is movi
to Ohio, where he has taken an environmental-
law faculty position. He's however, retaining sev-
eral ofhis Tennessce obligations, .g..remaiing o
the Cumberland Trail Conference’s board and doing
jobs for Greenways Oak Ridge. Of special interest
to TCWP: he is volunteering to update the man-
agement plan for Oak Ridge Sarrens. 'I might be
moving, but TCWP and Oak Ridge aren getting
rid of me." he says, and we are truly grateful for
that! As we reported earlier (NL243 18A) Tom
also identified his successor as steward of the
North Ridge Trail, Susan Donnelly.

Richard ]. (Dick) Raridon, an active TCWP
memberand frequent helper with our mailings has
been named the recipient of the 2001 Tennessee
Academy of Science Distinguished Service Award.
TheAcademy is devoted to promoting sciertific re-
search and education, and Dick (who has a Ph.D.
in physical chemistry) has served the organiza-
tonina numberofcapacities.

40. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

s (For details, check
the referenced NL item; or contact Sandra K.
Goss, 865-522-3809, skgoss@sper.com: or Marcy
Reed, 86569 1-8807, marcvrreed@aol.com)-

« March %), deadline for Ravensford comments
(14).

« March 30and April 6,hikes on River Bluff Trail
(Call Nancy Fraley, 865-632-1535).

« April 3.5, BeilSouth Building, Nashville,
Southeast Exotic PestPlantCouncii4* Annual
Symposium. Seeh w.

e

=26

« April4, Oak Ridge: TCWP features Bobby Ful-
cher on the Cumberland Trail (9B).

« April 8, deadline for Obed climbing comments
(11A).

« April 1213, Asheville, Summit on Southern Ap-
palachians Conservation Vision (15D).
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« April 13, TCWP's Chunney Rock hike near Pick-
ett (§9C).

« April 13, Knoxville, Community Shares banquet
(19D)-

« April 13, Oak Ridge, walk on Wildflower
Greenway (17F).

« April 14 (rain date, April 21), 2 p.m., House
Mountain hike to celebrate Natural Areas Week
(§3C). Sign upby 3/25 with Lisa Huff, 865-594-
5601

« April 18-20, Boulder, CO, "Reclaiming the Con-
cept of Forest Restoration.” Will restoration pro-
grams by federalagencies beguidedby ecological
principles, or will they be commodity-driven
pm,ens under the guise of restoration? Forinfo,
visit

« April26, %
Clean e Act. Attendance free: Contact Gen
Griffith, TEC, 615-248-6500.

« April 27, wildflower walk on Oak Ridge’s North
Ridge Trail (T9E).

« April 27, Museum of Appalachia (near Norrs),
introduction to SAFC's " Return the Great For-
ests” campaign for Southern Appalachia (§5D).

May 8.9, Raleigh, NC, Southeast Green Power
Summit; speakers from government agencies,
utilities, enviro organizations. Visit

tion.
 May 18, River Cleanup at Obed (1D).

« Thenew webssite for the Southern Aliance for
Clean Energy is Thesite con-
tains much infonnation and action suggestions
about cleanenergyissuesand activities inthe
Southeast.

« TSRA has published its 2002 Activities Calendar.
ContactGwendolyn Kanies at615-352:38230r
tnscenicriverspr@hotmail.com. The TSRA web site
is
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