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12. ACTION SUMMARY

INo| tssue Contact “"Message!" or Action

2C | US 127 and Cleus Creek Steve & Toni Roberts Loam elfcctive way 10 oppese US 127 rerouting.

4B [Statepatk closures Letters-t#-Editors Support proporals vaicel by Mayor Ashe.

4C | State Parks Commissien State tegislator “SupportHR.735/SB. 556"

4D | Chip-mill permis State legislators “Support Forest Protection Act. HB260/SB265!"

5A [ North ShoreRoad (Smokies) | US Congressman “Oppese any siders exempting wad fom NEPA!"

5B [Ravensford exchange (Smekies) | Natiooal Patk Service “This exchange is dangerous and harmful (o Park!”

6A [SAFC's Conservation Vision | TCWP Join Public Lands Comm.; attend April 12-13 Summit.

68 [ Southem Forest Resource Assmt | USFS, by Feb.l “A wider range of selutions neadstobe addressed!”

8 | OakRidge/Knoxville area Vatious Gsee articles, §8) | Attead bypass hearings. Eneourage Pine Ridge monitoring.

94 | Gil driltingin fragilelands YourUS senaters “Such drilling won't give us energy independence!”

98 | Clean Air Act Pres. Bush “Do not gut NSR provision of Act!”

C | Nationat Monuments US Congressman ‘®pposc HR21141

10 | TCWPeventsand ackvities TCWP Pasticipate in meeting, bike, sesding bundiing.

Senator John Doe The Hon. Jobn Doe Pres, Gearge W. Bush Governor Don Sundquist

United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives  The White House State Capitol

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 ‘Washington, BC 20500 Nashvilie, TN 37243-9872
202.456-1111; Fax 456.2461  615-741.2001; Fax 532.9711
president@whitehouse. gov

Dear Senator Doc Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. Resident Dear Gov. Sundapist

Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respsciully yours, Respectfully yours,

Sen. Bill Fis Sen. Fred Thompson: Rep. Zach Wamp:

Pl 202-224-3344; FAX: 2022281264 Ph: 202-224-4944; FAX: 202.228-3679 Phove: 202-225-3271

e-mail: _senator_frist@frist senate. gov e-mail: senator_thompson@tbompsonsenate.gov  FAX:  202-225.3494

Locy): 865-602-7977 Local: 865.5454253  (FAX 545.4252) Cocal: 865-576-1976

To call any Rep or Senator, dial Congressional switchboard, 202-224-3121. To find out about the status of bills, call 202-225-1772
URLs: btip://www heuse.gev/lastame/ and bupi/lasiame.scnate gov/  General swntact info: bup:/fwww.kv.org

WHAT IS TCWP?
z 3 e




ERRATUM: NL242 (11/19/01) was errone-
ously identified as “Newsletter No. 241' on
its cover page. It was comectly identified on
inside pages (top right corner). Please cor-
rect the cover page of your copy.

1. BIG SOUTH FORK NEWS

A. Zone Managament Prescriptions

for Big South Fork GMP

In December, BSFNRRA Superintendent
Reed Detringissued a Status Report on the Gen-
eral Management Plan (GMP), which outlines the
National Park Service's cument thinking
“Zone Management Prescriptions.” The fellowing
zones are listed in this preliminary outiine:

Natural Environment Recreation

Sensitive Resource Protection

Development and Visitor Use, first order

Development and Visitor Use, second order

Access
Transportation, first order
Transportation, second order
Ofi-Highway vehicles (OHVs)

For each zone, the document briefly lists (a)
the type of landscape where the zoneis applied,
(b) resourceconditionsand visitorexperience to be
aimed for, (c) appropriate management, visitor
use, and development. The Sensitive Ressurce
Protect on Zone applies to cliff edges and faces;
rock shelters, arches, and chimneys; cultural
sites; wetlands and stream corridors; areas sup-
porting species of concem; and visitor attraction
sites. The Natural Environment Recreation Zone
would apply to areas of natural landscape (both
in the gorge and “adjacent area”) capable of sus-
taining dispersed human use.

The OHV zone is applied to “areas previ-
ously or currently impacted by other land uses -..
where OHV (including ATV) use on designated
routes would not result in additional impact.”
But, disturbingly, it would also be applied to an
“overlay” zone en the Natural Enviranment Rec-
reation Zone. This latker application, which ap-
pears to have replaced two OHV-tolerant zones
listed in an earlier draft, will demand eur very
close and critical attention. By National Park
Service rules, it must be demonstrated the OHV
routes would haveno adverse impact en the envi-
ronment.
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‘The prescriptions for types of zanes will be
followed by proposed localization of these zones
in different parts of the National Area, andthat
will be the really hard and controversial part
Asofnow, the Draft GMP/EIS is still expected to
g0 out forreviewsome timein the Springof 2002

Subdivision development
within BSFNRRA boundary

A particularly critical portion of the 8300
acres as yet unacquired for the 125,000-acre
BSFNRRA is the ~400-acre Gernt property on the
upper North Whiteoak Creek, a clean stream and
vulnerable contributor to the BSF watershed
‘The owners are intent an subdividing the parcel
and have begu clearing and bulldozing for road
construction. Though the land lies within the
BSFNRRA boundary, the Park Service currently
lacks acquisition funds (N1242 12C).  Some
TCWP members have approached the owners in
an attemptto explain the financial benefits they
could receive from donating conservation ease-
ments on those portions of the land that ace situ-
ated within the gorge

2. OBED NEWS

Proposal to Include
upper Obed in WSR boundary
Citizens in Cumberland County are present-
ing to their legislators a proposal to work for in-
clusion of the upper portions of the Obed and
Daddys Creek in the Obed National Wild & Sce-
nic River. After the Obed was included in the
study category of the National Wild & Scenic
Rivers Actin 1968, the subsequent thorough study
by the Bureau of Ontdoor Recreation found that
100 river miles were highly qualified for desig-
nation under the Act. At the last minute, how-
ever, opposition by a few individuals caused the
Cumberland County portions to be deleted from
the authorizing legislation that was passed in
1976. A couple of avenues are available for row
including the portionsthat were deleted 26 years
ago.

Status of Climbing Plan

The draft of the Obed Climbing Plan is car-
rently under review by the Southeast Regional
Office of NPS and is expected to be available to
the public in mid-February as a Draft Environ-
mental Assessment. A critical feature of this



Plan is that it will mandate NPS to study the bi-
ota on cliff faces and cliff tops as a basis for mak-
ing decisions regarding areas to which climbing
will be limited, and the manner in which such
climbing can occur. Forthis study, itwill be chal-
lenging to find a good scientific control for the
cliffs that have already been impacted by climb-
ing for a decade.

P Hwy 127 “Imp.
could harm Clear Creek
Tenvessee Dept. of Transportation
rn:m) has proposed a $54-million improvement
fora section of US 127, g at 1-40 and end-
ing at Hwy. 62 in Clarkrange. One of the alterna-
tives (“A”) could adversely impact Clear Creek,
upstream from where it enters the Obed Wild &
‘Scenic River.

Alternative “B“ essentially follows the
course of the present US 127 (except for rounding
offa few curves)which would be widened to a 4-
lane highway with a tuming lane. Alternative
“A”, cn the other hand, is an entirely new road
that cuk through fields and forests, and divides
farms. A limited-access 4-lane highway with a
48-foot median, its right-of-way would occupy a
width 0f250'and wouldrequirethe acquisition of
334 acres (as compared to 190 acres for “B*). Its
locationwould be much closer to Clear Creek, and
it wouldrequire twonew bridgecrossings.

Following a TDoT information meeting in
Jure 2001, the overwhelming niajority (almost 3 :
1) of local residents expressed a preference for Al-
ternative “BY, as did virtually every local busi-
ness ownes along US 127. Despite this very clear
publn: preference (which even includes the

‘ounty Crnamissions of Cumbertand and Fentress
Cmmly), current indications are that TOoT will
chose”A”.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Steve and Toni
Roberts, 931 484-0103 (363 Dave Garrett Rd.,
Crossville, TN 38571) for up;to-date information |
on the most effective way ta oppose Altemative
s

3. THE CUMBERLAND PLATEAU

Good news sbout
the Forest Legacy Program

A few months ago we asked for your help in
gelting the northem Cumberlands qualified for
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the Forest Legacy Program (FLP). Your efforts are
well on the way to bearingfruit.

e FLP was designed to ensourage the pro-
tection of privately-owned forest lands. It com-
plements private, federal, andstate programs by
either directly supporting (up to 75% of the cost)
property acquisitions, ar by supparting effoits to
acquiredonated conservationeasements.

To be eligible for FLP funding, a tract must
fall within a predetermined "Forest Legacy
Area"  Proposals for such FLAs are made by a
multi-agency Forest Legacy Committee, which
serves as the state’s liaison to the US Deptof Ag-
riculture (Forest Service). The northern Cumber-
land Plateau (which encompasses unprotected
lands around Big South Fork, Pickett, Obed, etc.}
had not heretofore been designated as an FLA,
partly because there hadbeen insufficient expres-
sionof support for such a designation.

Such support was recently generated (NL241
1), and on January 8, the Committee finalized
boundaries of a proposed North Cimiberland For-
est Legacy Area (NCFLA). In general, this ex-
tends north of 1-40 to the Kentucky border, and
eastward from US 127 through Campbell and An-
decsan Counties (absorbing three other FLA cur-
rently on the books). The commitiee’s formal re-
quest for creation of this NCFLA has been trans-
mitted to the USFS in DC. We thank all of you
whowrotein behalf of this Area.

Alliance for the Cumberiands

to Meet in March
[Contribuled by ]u\nyF 2man)
In November 2001, at the invitation of

TCWP, almost 30 orgamzahans and agencies fram
Tennessce, Kentucky, Georgia, and North Caro-
lina met in Oak Ridge and formed the Alliance
for the Cumberlands. The formation of the group
occurred after a day’s discussion of ways to pro-
tect the remaining undeveloped land on the Cum-
berland Plawau. We agreed that communication
among ourselves was a top priority. To that end,
the Alliance will meet again in March in Rugby.
Between now and the meeting, TCWP's Public
Lands Committee, under the leadership of Mary
Lynn Oobson, will issue a survey to Alliance
membersasking them to submit ideas about goals
for the Alliance, ways we can increase communi-
cation, and how to organize such a disparate
group inthe most effective way.




4. STATE NEWS

Cumberiand Trall adds 5000 acres
of Bowater lands

The Cumber:and Trail Confecence (CTC), in
partnership with Tenncssee State Parks and the
Conservation Fund, is in process of purchasing
5,000 acres from Bowater Inc. for $25 million
This land encompasses three gorges that drain
Walden'’s Ridge in northwestemn Hamilton
County, and will contain 30 miles of the Cuber-
land Trail. The gorges (Rock, Passum, and Soddy
Creek) will be linked in the south ¥ Bowater's
North Chickamauga Pocket Wilderness, and will
themselves be dedicated as “pocket wildemess
areas” that provide hiking, camping, swimming,
fishing, hunting, and whitewater opportunities.

The State’s contribution o the purchase
price comes from federal recreation-trail funds,
and it must be matched on a 50:50 basis. The CTC
now has to raise $1.2 million to complete the
deal. Any donationsfor this purchase van be sent
to “Gorges,” Cumberland Trail Conference, 19
Easy 4™ Street, Crossville, TN 38555,

State Park closure
[Cnnmbmebylem ceeman]

Knoxville Mayor Victor Ashe has pmposed
the idea of "pennies for parks®, ie., usi
maneys (1 cent of the 21.4-cent/gallon tax o gasc<
line) to reopen and fundstate parks (NL242 13C).
Inanother move against TDOT, he is also asking
for “first grabs” at federal road moneys that are
normally administered by TDOT for local projects
Mayor Ashe has also endorsed the idea (proposed
by citizens ever since 1996) of creating a parks
commission to managestate parks, thereby taking
parks out of the political arena (see 14B, below,
for a bill that would accomplish this). Finally, he
has called for a state-wide sumunit, bipartisan in
nature (and possibly chaired by former Govermor
Lamar Alexander), on parks and their funding and
management.  Kathleen ~Williams  (Tennessee
Parks & Greenways Foundation) and Jemny are or-
ganizing “Tennesseans for State Parks” to foliow vp
on these proposals.

In the meantime, other proposed “fixes” are in
the works. Sen. McNally introduced a bill that
would require approval by the full legislature be-
fore the administrationcould move to close a park.
Subsequently, the Sundquist administration pro-
posed a supplemental appropriations bill for §8
million for parks and homeland security. Should

yor
Ashe’s initiatives. In Knoxville and Oak Ridge,
you can e-mail to o

| write fad well.’ Such a letter.writing nmpllm
-~ partul Geheral Assembly

~ state-park dos‘um have made this bill's passage
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either of these bills pass, the earliest that any of
the closed parks could reopen would be March.

WHAT YOU CAN DO;: Write a letterto the edi-
tor Jf your local newspaper supporting Ma;

. AskSS other people to

farly right now as fhe

opens, can make an impact. For additional infor-
‘mation about these issues, e mail Jenny at all-
free1@worldnet.att net..

State Parks Commission blil
in the legisisture

It has become apparent over the years (and
was again demonstrated by the recent state park
closures) that politics play teo much of a role in
the decision-making affecting state parks. Addi-
tionally, political appointees ~ rather than people
with education or experience in resource manage-
ment ~ hold the highest positions in the state-
park system.

Last year, the Sierra Club drafted, and
assage of, SB.735 (o Am
Graves)/HB.556 (Mike McDonald), which would
create an independent compssion that would take
over all functions and ent of the system,
and would hire a professional executive director to
operate the system under guidelines established in
the bill This bill passed various committees but
was deferred for further actionuntil 2002.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge your state legisla-
tors (see Political Guide) to support
SB.735/HB.556, pointing out that the recent

more ever

Chipmill permit bill needs our help

The dramatic increase in clear-cutting on the
Cumberland Plateau is associated with the un-
hindered proliferation of chip mills. The clear-
cuttingcauses ecosystem destruction, stream sedi-
mentation from denudedsoils, and economic dam-
ageto the tourism, recreation, and value-added-
wood-products, industries. A bill drafted by
SOCM, the Forest Resources Conservation Act,
HB.260 (Odom)/SB.265 (Fowler), addzesses this
problem by requiring that new or expanding chip
mills (processing at least 80,000 tons of pulpwood
annually) apply for a permit. TDEC (Dept. of



Environment and Conservation) then performs a
forest-resources review to determine whether
there is sufficient timber in the area to supply
the propased facilities. The decision to grant or
deny the permit is based cn this evaluation and
on an assessment of what the environmental and
economic impact of an additional chip mill would
be. The bill would not regulate sawmills, land-
owners, orloggers, andit wouldnotcost taxpayers
anything

During the 2601 legislative session, the
state (Forestry Division in the Dept. of Agricul-
ture) lobbied harder against the bill than did the
industry, and HB.260/5B.265 ended up stuck in
the House Conservation & Environment Subcom-
mittee and the Senate Environment Committee.
Our effort 1ow must be to getthe bill outof com-
mittee andontothe floor for a vote.

WHAT YOU CAN DO - g
Urge your state leguhms (see Pol "9-1 Gmde,

a e
g, or 865-426-9455) or Brian Pad-
akesnet), - 3

State allows sewage discharge
affocting Fall Creok Falls and
cave

Tre victory in the battle against pollution
of Dry Fork Creek (N[242 5A) has now evapo-
rated. The story begins in May 2000 when the
state’s Water Quality Control Board (WQCB)
acted to permit a new sewage treatment plant for
Spencer, Tenessee, to discharge into a clean
mountain stream, Dry Fork Creek (N1237 §2A)
This stream runs through an extensive and ecol-
ogically significant cave system (Rumbling Falls
Cave) into Fall Creek FallsState Park

A coalition of caving and environmental
groups, led by the Tennessee Environmental Coun-
il (TEC), fought this decision in the administra-
tive arena and in court, and was victorious on Sep-
tember 26, 2001, when the WQCB reversed itself
andvoted 7 :2 torule its original permit-granting
decision of May, 100 as invalid.

Atits very next meeting (October 24), how-
ever, the WQCB moved by a vote 0f 4 : 2 to allow
an after-the-fact intervention by the town of
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Spencer. There were clear indications of heavy-
handed politics, which soon thereafter paid off,
for on December 18 the WQCBvoted 4 : 4 to grant
the permit to Spencer. The vote came not on the
‘merits of the case but on whether the Board had
followed properprocedureswhenit originally is-
suedthe permit in May 2000. Becauseof this, the
original vote was sustained despite the 4 : 4 tie.

The environmental coalition that epposes
stream discharges of the treated sewage is fully
sympathetic to Spencer’s need for handling its
waste. The coalition has worked with EPA to
find an alternative method. An EPA study
showed that land-application procedures for the
treated sewage effluent were a feasible alterna-
tive and were indeed the most desirable opton
for the region.

The threat from exotic pest plants

The Southeast Exotic Pest Plant Council (SE-
EPPC) was formed several years ago to focus on is-
sues related to the spread and impact of invasive
exotic pest plants in the region's natural areas
and wildlands. From April 35, the Tennessee
state chapter will host the SE-EPPC's 4" annual
symposium in Nashville (see T11 for details).
Entitled “Rescuing Our Natural Heritage,” the
symposium will include presentations e applied
ecology, control and management, outreach and
education, state, regional, and federal actions,
plant-introduction pathways, and screeqing and
assessment.  Check the SE-EPPC web site,
www.se eppcorg, for agenda, registration form,
and other particulars.

Taylor may try to sneak through a
rider approving North Shore Road

In the fall of 2000, Rep. Taylor (R-NC) and
Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC) secured a $16 million
appropriation to complete constauction ofthe in-
famous 2J-mile North Shore Road from Bryson
City to Fontana Dam. This appropriation -
without an authorization -- was brought about by
means of a last-minute rider attachedin secretto
the big Highway Appropriations bill (N1236
93A). Fortunately, the National Park Service
(NPS) determined that if that money is to be
spent on the North Shore Road, it will be for
planning and environmental compliance, rather
thanfor cutting a new roa



Now it appears that Rep. Taylor may again
be planning to use the secretive rider route, this
time to attemptexempting the North Shore road
from environmental analysis called for by the
National Enviranmental Policy Act (NEPA). Just
before the Christmas recess (12/17/01), Taylor in-
troduced HR.3506 that would designate a portion
of the Nantahala National Forest in honor of
James and Elspeth McClure Clarke, who had
worked to protect the forests of NC. This is a
worthy and non-controversial bill that is bound to
sail right through. There are indications that
Taylor isplanningto use it as the vehicle to tack
ai the harmful North Shore Road rider. This
bill needs to be watched.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Findinformation onthe
status of HR3506 at: http://thomas.loc gov/ cgi-
bin/bdquery/D?d107:4../. 1f you find thata

North Shore Road rider has'been added, imm
diately urge your Congressman to oppose the bill
(see p.2). (The Thomas web sit
hitp://thomas loc.gov, ;xwxdn most

information about federal legisttion; and you
may want to consider book-markingit) -

Opposition needed
to Ravensford land exchange
[Based on contributions fromRay Payne]

The Eastern Band of the Cherokee indians
(EBCI) has asked the National Park Service
(NPS) togive them 200 acres of bottomland in the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GSMNP)
in exchange for land “of equal value" (NL236
13C). The EBCI plans developments for some or
all of this so-called Ravensford tract, located
near the Oconaluftee Visitor Center an US Hwy
441 at the souther terninus of the Blue Ridge
Parkway. For the swap, the EBCI h,
to purchase a 218-acre parcel adjacent to the Wa-
terrock Knob Visitor Center along the Blue Ridge
Parkway. However, this parcel is not within the
boundary of any national park, as required by law
for NPS land swaps.

reasons for opposing this land ex-
change are the following:

1 The exchange would set a very dangerous
precedentfor removing land fromour national
parks for the convenienceor profitol adjacent
park owners. Which portion of what na-
tional park is next onthe cutting block?
Ravensford tract is a bottom-land with wet-
lands, rare in the Smokies.

»

 tunity atthe scoping meetings to voice opposition

_voice.

political issue.)
.~ By 2/28/02, send comments and questions to Atin::
t
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The All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory in the

tract has discovered several species previ-

ously unknown in the Park, some of which
mayberareor endangered

4. The area is on the National Register of His-
torical Place and, unlike Elkmont, has truly
historical significance. 1t is yielding arti-
facw of native people and evidence of the
lives and activities of the earliest settlers.

5. Accarding to a recent study, views from the
southemn end of the Blue Ridge Parkway
would be seriously impaired if the tract is
developed.

6. Once removed fram the Park, development of

the tract is not restricted to use for schools --

the reason givenby the EBCI for wanting it

(In the past, the Cherokees had several

times requested the land for developing resort

facilities )

7. The exchange, as proposed, may violate NPS
regulations and/orlaw pertaining to land ex-
changes.

8. The NPS Organic Act mandates that the NPS
protectthe resources of our National Parks.

9. Above all, no benefit whatsoever to the

GSMNP is demonstrable from the exchange

The NPS is undertaking a NEPA analysis,
forwhich the scoping process is about to get under
way. Scoping meetings will be held in Cherokee
(Feb. 12), Knoxville (Feb.13), and Asheville (Feb.
14). For the exact locations and times, call Greg
Kidd, NPCA, 865-329-2424, or see newspapers.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Therewill be an oppor-

o this land exchange, so we must tum out and
our views. (Ie landswap is primarily a

Anita Jackson, National Park Service. Southe
Régional Office, Planning and Compliance Divi-
‘sion, 100 Alabama Street, SW, Atlanta, GA

30303; tel. 404-562-3124 ext. 705.

Eik doing well

The 25 ek from Land Between the Lakes
that were released in the GSMNP about a year
ago are thriving and have produce at least 3
calves. Apart from a coupleof temporarily stray-
ing bulls, the herd has stayed within a 2-mile
radius of their 3-acre acclimation pen in the
Cataloochee Valley. Theseelkare part of a 5-
year project. A secondherdis arrivingthis month
from Elk Island National Parkin Canada




6. REGIONAL FOREST ISSUES

A. Southern Appalachian Forest Coa-
lition offers Conservation Vision
[Contributed by Marcy Reed)
The Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition
(SAFC) is a non-profit organization based in
Asheville, North Carolina. Its mission is to bring
together national, regional, state, and local envi-
ronmental organizations from Alabama to Vir-
ginia to protect the public lands and heritage of
he Southem Appalachian region. The Southern
Appalachian legacy — high mountains and for-
ests, rivers, and rural countryside - is at risk f om
mismanagement, excessive road building, and ir-
responsibletand development. SAFC has devel-
oped a Conservation Vision with wide-ranging
goals for preserving the Appalachian region and
restoringitto its former beauty

This Conservation Vision is to develop a
network of linked conservation areas across the
Southern Appalachian region, areas that would:

provide sufficient acreage and connectivity to

sustain the habitat and ecological processes
forall native species;

2. be permanently protcted rom development.
mismanagement, etc.

3. e suitable for reintroduction of lost species;

o b pmimted within a landscape that affords
gradual transitions from natural to urban set-
tings

The following Campaign Flan is SAFC's ve-

hiclefor accomplishingits Conservation Vision.

1. Efforts to protect priority public lands by use
of designations such as wilderess, wild and
scenic river, national recreation area, etc.,

2. Identification coordination and funding of
land acquisition — public or private,

3. (particularly, Fores Service) reform, and de-
fense of the roadless poli

More detailedstrategies have been deveioped for

each component of this Campaign Plan

Presently, SAFC is working to accumulate
endorsements for the Corservation Vision.
TCWP's Public Lands Committee will be support-
ing the Vision and will be working with SAFC to
further their goals. A summit will beheld April
12and 13 in Asheville for the purpose of celebrat-
ing the launching of the Conservation Vision and
educating people about its purpose. SAFC hopes
tobring togetheractivists, legislators, educators,

. Reedat 865691-8807, Sandra Go
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environmentalists, and the general public at this

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Ifyouare interested in
beingpartofthe Conservation Vision, join
TCWP's Public Lands Comunittee. Contact Marcy

3809, or Maty Lynn obson at 865-354-4924. 1f you
wmzldhkzmlmdthzsumnu all any of these

Southern Forest Resource

Assessment draft is out

In April 1999, four federal agencies (USFS,
EPA, USFWS, and TVA) initiated the Southem
Forest Resource Assessment (SFRA) with a cod
prehensive regional study designed to analyze
the status and possible future of forests in 13
southern states. The Southern Region of USDA's
ForestService acted as lead agency and has now
released a draft Assessment Report, which may
be viewed at www.srsfsfed.us/sustain. The
sustainability of forests in light of increasing ur-
banization and timber harvests, changing tech-
nologies such as chip mills, forest pests, climate
changes and other factors is among the topics
analyzed.

The assessment identifies very troubling
trends. The Southeast, with anly 40% of the of
the country’s forests, contributes to77% of the an-
nual pulpwood production. Each year, 5 million
(1) actes are being clear-cut. Developments and
mono-culture pine plantations are replacing bio-
logically diverse hardwood forests. Between
1953and 1999, the acreage in planted pines grew
forn 2 million to 32 million, and the SFRA esti-
mates that it will growto 54 million by 2040. In
addition, forest acreageis being lost in a big way
to urbanization and similar developments ~ 12
‘million acres between 1992 and 2020, and another
19million projected between 2020 and 2040.

While the SFRA identifies these horren-
dously threatening trends, it offers few meaning-
ful solutions. It identifies urban sprawl and popu-
lation growth as the chief threat to southem for-
ests, and its recommendations are virtually lim-
ited to reducing urban sprawl. Environmentalists
point out that the timber industry is simultane-

trees and, through its
diventiture o Tands and other activitics playing
alead role amang the developers that contribute
to urban sprawl.




The SFRA lauds the existence of Best Man-
agement Practices (BMP) legislation in most of
the Southen states, butfails to note the almost
complete absence of oversight over, and enforce-
ment of, these BMPs. There is little attention
given to future practices that couldmeaningfully
counteract the threatening trends, such grawing
more pulp pev acre, closer to existing pulp mills,
increasing paper recycling, reducing paper use,
ete.

Forest-industry spokesmen have lauded the
SFRA, especially its emphasis on urban sprawl as
the main culprit in forest loss. An industry front
group, Treekeepers, has undertaken to villify
groups expressing opposile views; it has sug-

gested, for example, that Alliance
leaders have links with ecoterrorists.
WHAT YOU CAN DO: C the dral

SFRA report are due by Febmiaryd X Saaonina ‘

work ‘They should be sent toSouthern Forest F )‘(e—
urce A t, USDA Forest Service, 1720

Peicmree Rd. NW. Atlanta, GA 30309.

7. TVA's NATURAL RESQURCE
EFFORTS

Buffering White’s Creek SWA

Last year, Bowater, Inc announad that it
would sell a large pine plantation that swrnds
TVA’s Whites Creek Small Wild Area (SWA) m
Watte Bar Reservoir (NL238 §6A). This SWA,
designated in 198, encompasses forest-covered
ridges, hollows, and secluded coves, and provides
views over deeply indented bays and relatively
undeveloped lakeshores. 1t contains a lovely
trail, partly constructed and maintained by
TCWP. (TVA’s SWA contact is Nancy Fraley,
865-632-1535.)

TCWP members have identified about 50
acres of Bowater land that is needed to protect
the integrity of the trail and as buffer for the
SWA (which would feel not nearly as “wild" if
surrounded by houses and roads). We have ap-
proached Bowater to deterrnine whether they
would makea charitable gift of this acreage or
accommodate s in some other manner. On Janu-
ary 10, they replied that “due to difficult busi-
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ness climate” theycould notmeetour frst request,
owever, suspend the sales plan of
the acreage in question until August 1, 2002, o al-
low us o come up wih the purchase price, which
theyset at $1,000 per acre.

Streem-benk protection efforts:
O.R. workshop February 28

TVA's Melion Hill Watershed Team and
TCWPare sponsoring yet another onein the series
of Streambank Protection Workshops. These are
designed to inform landowners about the impor-
tanceof buffers in reducing nonpoint-source pollu-
tion and stream-bank erosion literally in their
owabackyards. Participants will learn about a
variety of native shrubs and trees that will pro-
tect and stabilize stream banks and enhance
wildlife mb.m Such protection will reduce
e d improve water quality in their wa-
tershed. Several different speakers will provide
infortnationand answer questions.

Participants will receive a bundle of several
ready-to-plant native tree and shrub seedlings,
selected because they grow naturally along
stream banksin this area. A handout containing
tips e how and where to plant the seedlings o
stream banks will also be available.

‘The workshop will be held Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2002, 7:00 PM in the Oak Ridge Civic
Center Social Roam (refreshments will be pro
vided). It is open to anyone owning property
along a stream or pond in Anderson County. To
register or for more information, contact Marcy
Reed (865/691-8807 or marcyrreed@aol.com) ar
Sandra Goss (865/522-3809 or skgoss@esper.com).
See 110C, this NL on information an how you can
help bundle the seedlings for this workshop.

TVA to sponsor
gulded wildtiower welks in SWA

TVA's River Bluff Small Wid Area, below
Norris Dam, is famous for its spring wild flowers.
In 2002, TVA is sponsoring guided walks a the
33-mile loop trail on March 30 and April 6 (10:00
00 PM on each of these Saturdays).
Participants will be divided into groups of 6-10,
each with its expertguide. 1fyou can act as gui
for these walks, or for further information, con-
tact Nancy D. Fraley, TVA Natural Areas Coor-
dinator, 865-632-1535.




8. OAK RIDGE/KNOXVILLE AREA

North Ridge Trell protection

TCWP's North Ridge Trail steward Tom
Thomas is moving out of state to take another job.
Tom has done a terrific job looking after the trail,
interacting withthe City, and initiating a project
10 get signs installed (see below). On top of all
that, he has found a great successor, TCWP mem-
ber Susan Donnelly, who is intimately familiar
with the NRT and dedicated to addressing all
possible problems. Susanis a true believer in the
NRT's value tothe community.

ATV and other illegal use of the NRT
(NL241 18A) have continued. Jenny Freeman and
her family have in vain built several log/limb
barriers to prevent ATV entry from the Timber-
crestsubdivision near the east end o the trail.
She finally appealed toJosh Collins, head of the
City Recreation Department and got a gratify-
ingly prompt response: on January 11, the City
erecte da 100-foot fence at the Scenic entrance. To
her sincere thanksforthe fence Jenny added a re-
quest forsigns tobe nailed to it, specifically icons
showingan ATV, a motorcycle, a horse, and a bi-
cycle, each with a big slash across it.

Our more long-range project to get s,,;u
placed at 11 NRT entrances is in progress.
NL242 18A we listed donors for 8 of the 5|gns
Subsequently, donation was received from Joann
and Bill Marshall for a 9" sign. Our Sinceres
thanks to all donors. We are continuing our inter-
actions with EQAB's Greenbelts and Open Space
Committee to work for an ordinance that puts
more teeth into greenbelt protection. 1f these ef-
forts bear fruit, our signs will be able to state per-
alties for illegal use of the greenbelt.

WHAT YOUCANDO: Weneed just twomare
donors. Ifyoucancontibute $80(orany amourl)
for a North Ridge Trailsign, write a check to
TCWE, Inc. (that makes it tax deductible) 5
designate it “forsigns.”*Send itto the address il in.
boxonp 2 (If we collect too much money.

‘this apptal, it will be usedfor otherNRT-

~_protection activities.)

or Land Use

The Us. Department of Energy (DOE) Land
Use Planning Group is hosting public involvement
workshops to obtain input on land-use values and
an various land-use scenarios for the west end of
the DOE Oak Ridge Reservation. Everyone at-
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tending willhave the opportunity to learn about
the land-use planning process and provide input
through poster sessions, small group discussions,
and individual discussions with Land Use Plan-
ning Group facilitation team members. Al inter-
ested organizations or individuals are welcome to
participate.

Two identical sessions of the workshops will
be held onJanuary 30, in the Cumberland Room of
the Oak Ridge Mall: an aftemoon session from
1:00t0 400, and an evening session from 6:00 to
9:00. Eachsession willbe structured s follows:

Poster viewing, 30 minutes;

Presentation, 30 minutes;

Small group workshops, 1 hour;

Reports/wrapup, 1 hour

For more information, contact the DOE Pub-
lic Af airs Officeat 576-0885. Ifyou are unable to
attendthe workshopsbutwouldliketo contribute
your input to the land-use planning process,
please send comments to Pat Parr at

parpd@ocnl.goy or 865-576-8123.,

Hearings on Knoxvilie bypess

e Tennessee Department of Transportation
(TDoT) will hold four public hearings to discuss
proposed Route 475, the Knoxville beltway or by-
pass. In addition to a "no-build" alternative, three
alternative routes are proj for this four-lane,
full-accessontrolled, interstate-quality highway
connecting 175 in Loudan County with 175 in Knox
County. For more in ormation on these proposals, go
to the TDOT Web site at www.tdot state.tn.us and
dlick on "Hot Projecs” The Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) has not been circulated, but there
are two copies at the OakRidge Public Library.

The style of each of the 4-hour hearings will
be “open house.” In lieu of formal presentations,
TDoT representatives will be present to provide in-
formation about the project, and interested citizens
may arrive any time. Written statements and
other exhibits may be submitted to Project Comn
ments, Teanessee Department of Transportation,
Suite 760, James K. Polk Building, 505 Deaderick
St, Nashville, TN 37243-0332

~ ment

- The four heari

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Check'out the supple-
information about this project available
on the webat http:; //hm;a:uwn‘/blmmuu/.
ings will occur during the

from Feb.49-Feb.26. Plan toattend oneofthem
(fordates and locations see{11, thisNL).




Notice of Violation Issued
to Pine Ridge developer

Responding to an alert by cuncemed cit'izens
about the heavy load of sediment washing off
the Pine Ridge development site into East Fork
Poplar Creek, Dept. of Environment and Conser-
vation (TDEC) staff visited the site an Dec. 16, a
rainy day. Sediment is the chief poliutant to
streams in Tervwssee and has significant impacts
o aquatic life. On Dec. 20, TDEC mailed a No-
tice of Violation (NOV) that found that inade-
quate “Best Management Practices” were being
followed by the developer. The NOV requires
the violator to revise his pollution-prevention
plan (specifically with respect ko rewntion ba-
sins), with the revision to be reviewed by TDEC.

'WHAT YOUCANDO: Encourage TDECtocon-
tinue monitoring thissite (John West and Baxter
Wilson, TDEC,2700 Mladlehtook hkt,tnﬂxvdﬂ

- apz). Se-\d o to Paul Bbyer, City Manager,

-4

9. NATIONAL ISSUES

Is It our patriotic duty
to drill for oll in speclel arees?
With the return of Congress after the recess,
it is now more important than ever to wge our
Senators & oppose opening the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling (see box below).
The House having last August passed an energy
bill that authorizes sush drilling, and the Bush
Admxmstmnen pushing with all its might, only
. Senate remains to prokect the Refuge
B losmg its vast wildemess to the oil rigs
(NL241 19A).

A little-noticed provision of the House
passed energy bill would strip national forest su-
pervisors of their authorityto restrict oiland gas
leasing in environmentally sensitive areas. It
appearsaimedat previously imposed restrictions
in ecologi'cally and scenically special areas of the
Bridger-Tetonandthe Lewisand Clark National
Forests, but it would apply anywhere. None of
this oil would give 1 energy independence. The
USA, which consumes 25% of the world's oil sup-
ply, has only 3% of the world's resources. The
remainder are located in the Persian Gulf region
(about 25%), Venezuela, Nigeria, Mexico, Can-
ada, etc This fact is ignored by the Bush Ad-
ministration’s energy policy. Vice President
Cheneykeeps rebuffing requesisto divulge infor-

 Drilling there isnota solution to anyenergycrisis

 cially, increased fuel efficiency. The Senate en-

~ WHAT YOU CAN DO:_ Keep urglng yourSena-
*tors (see p:2 for contactinfo) to oppose oil explo-
 ration and devel
 them Know that

 amountofoil there will ot lower gas prices; it
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mation about the people he met with in develop-
ing this policy. Couwd be that something will
comeoutof the ENRON hearings.

It is unfoctunate that those of s who are
workingto keepthe Arctic Refuge and other spe-
cialplaces protected have been labeled “unpatri-
otic” by the drilling proponents. Some statements
quoted in the latest Wildemness Society Newslet-
¥er are pertinent to this accusation, “It s as nudh
our patriotic duty to preserve these unique re-
sources in ourcare as it is torespect the flag, help
ourneighbors, anddefend ourcountry.” “I trustwe
have the integrity and imagination rot to allow
our environment, our natural preserves, and our
wildlife to become additional victims of terror,
magnifying the dimension and permanency ofour
loss.”

o

ent in the Arcfic Refuge. Let

e need for Arctic Refiige

tection hasnot change da s a resultof the terrorist
prfibd)

R is an irreplaceable national treasure.

4

would take 10 years for any oil from the Refuge to
reach thé market; there are altematives, espe-

ergy bill fieed to address these alternatives.

Almlullmtlau trying

ack Cleen Alr protections

[melhe Teague of Conservation Voters)
The Bush Administration is attempting to
guta key partof the Clean A'rr Act, called "New
Source Review" (NSR). This key program, re-
quires the oldest and dirtiest electric power
plants and oil refineries to meet current a'rr qual-
ity standards when they expand the plant and
increase pollution. If President Bush has his way,
many of these utilities that have made upgrades
to their plants without installing up-to-date pol-
lutioncontroldevices won't everhave todo soand
welll have to live with the thousands of extra

tons of pollution in the airasa result.

Citizens and govenment officials alike
spoke out at public hearings across the country
this past summer to emphasize the need to main-
tain and enforce this Clean Air Act program. The
NSR provison of the Clean Air Act has forced



polluting industrial facilities to comply with the
1awand clean the air that we all breathe.

The Administration’s plan represents oue of
the most drastic attacks cn the Clean Air Act
sinceits passage over 25 years ago. Theimpactan
eur country’s health and environment from this
weakening of Clean Air Act standards would be
very severe. President Bush should not reward
his campaign coniributors by rolling back the
Clean Air Act. His duty to the counby isto ag-
gressivelyenforce thelawby vigorously presecut-
ing companies that upgrade their facilities
withoutcleanin g up their emissions.

WHAT, YOU CAN RO: Withior

_ detomikeyourcase.

C. Attacks continue

on National Monuments

Inaddition to the Bush Administration’s ef-
forts to abolish or weaken protection for some of
the 22 National Monuments that were designated
during the last 5 years of the Ciinton Administra-
tion (1239 18A), cextain forces in Congress have
launched anattack on the Antiquities Act. It is
this Act which gives the president the authority
1o protect special places by designating them as
national monuments. Beginning with Theodore
Roosevelt, this authority has been exercised by
all but four presidents and has eventually led to
the creation of some of ourmost beloved national
parks and the protection of many special places.
The latest attack comes from Rep Mike Simpson
(R-ID), who introduced HR.2114, which would
greatly limit the president’s authority under the
Act.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Usge your Congressiman
(address on p2) to opposeHR T4

10. TCWP NEWS

A. O.R. Reservation planning Is topic
of next Quarteriy Meeting, 1/29/02
{For further info, contact Sandra K. Goss, 865522
3809, sks )

Dev Joslin, President of Advocates for the Oak
Ridge Reservation (AFORR) and member of the
DOE-ORR Tand Use Planning Focus Group, will
bethe speaker at TCWP's fust quarterly member-

NL243,1/20/02
12

ship meeting of 2002, After outlining the values

ofthe curzentS5-square mile Oak Ridge Reserva-

tion, Dr.Josl'n will

- summarize DOE’s approach to the land-use

Pplanning process and itscurrent scope;

~— assess therole offecus groups and public meet-

ings(and the shortage of public meetings, sofar)

in DOE's decision-making;

— outline the views and stances of pro
)

theFocus Group; and

— presenthisviews on the productiveness of this
process, where it is headed, andhow you can par-
ticipate and influence the outcome.

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 29,
at the Social Room of the Oak Ridge Civic Center
at 700 pm. Refreshments wil! be served. Come
and bring friends.

Opening on the Oak Ri Envi-
ronmental Quality Advisory Board:
apply by 1/29/02

A temporary opening on EQAB was created
when a current member moved out of town  The
term expires in September, providing an excellent
opportuni'ty to check out EQAB before deciding a
a more long-term commitment. The EQAB web-
site :  and
TCWP President Jimeny Groton, who serves
EQAB, has offered to talk to anyone who might
be interested (youmust bean OakRidge resident).
This is a good opportunity to make a difference
OakRidge environmental issues.

A brief resume and expression of interest
should besentto the Mayor ofOak Ridge, David
Bradshaw, PO Box 1, Oak Ridge, TN 37831, by
Jan.29. City Council will vote an the appoint-
mentonFeb.4.

Seediings bundiing for Stream
bank Protection Workshops, 2/2/02
For the past two years, TCWP has helped
with the bundling of seedlings needed for TVA's
series of Stream-bank Protection Workshops.
Once again, we have undertaken to help with
this effort. (We are also ce-sponsoring the Oak
Ridge workshop on2/28/02, see78, above.)

Bundling wil take place Saturday, Feb. 2,
starting 8:30AM, at the TVA Maintenance Area
at the top of the hill at the Melton Hill Dam
Reservation (off of Highway 95 between Oak
Ridge and Lenoir City). Lunchand drinks will be
provided. Dress for cold weather. If you can
help, or need more information, contact Marcy



Reed (865/691-8807, marcyrreed®aolcom) or
Sandra Goss (865/522 3809, skeoss@esper com).
Oak Ridge Reservation North
Boundary hike, Fabruary 23

Everyone is invited tojoin hike leaders Jean
Bangham and Ed Sonder on Saturday, February 23
for a seven-mile hike along the northem bound-
ary ofthe Oak Ridge Reservation. Hikers will
meet at 9:00 at the former guard station at the
west end of the Oak Ridge Tumpike (Hwy 95),
and from there will carpeol to the starting pont.
This hike is mostly downhill on govemment
trol roads. It is rated easy/moderate. Hikers
shouldwear sturdy shoes and biing raingear, wa-
ter, and a snack.

11. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

Events and deadlines calendar (For details, check
the referenced NL item; or contact Sandra K.
Goss, 865-522-3809, shgoss@espercomy: or Marcy
Reed, 865-691-8807, marsyrreed@aolcom).

+ Jan. 29, TCWP features Dev Joslin on Oak Ridge
Reservation planning process (110A).

« Jan. 29, deadline for applying for EQAB opening
(7108).

« Jan.30,0ak Ridge Reservation Planning w ork-
shops (18B).

« Feb. 1, comment deadline for Southern Forest Re-
sourceAssessment (168)

« Feb. 2, Crane watching at Hiwassee Wildlife
Refuge: thousands of Sandhill cranes, and possi-
blysomejuvenile WhoopingCranes. Program at
nearby Birchwood School. Forinfo,contactKen
Dubke,423-499-3584

« Feb.2, Seediingbundling(110C).

+ Feb. 12-14, hearings on Ravensford Jand exchange

(158).

« Feb. 16.26, T00T hearings on Rt 475 (Knoxville by-
pass). (18C). All are from 48 PM (except Feb.25,
4:308:30PM;

Feb. 19,0ak Ridge CivicCenter;

Feb. 20, Lenois City, North Middle School;
Feb. 25, Clinton, Anderson Cy. High School;
Feb. 26, Karns PrimarySchool

« February 23, TCWP hike on ORR North Boundary
Trail (£10D).

« Feb.28, comment deadiineforRavensford land
exchange (J58).

« Feb. 28,0ak Ridge, Stream Bank Protection
workshop (17B)

« March 30and April 6, hikes on River Bluff Trarl
(17C).
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« April 3.5, BellSouth Building, Nashville,
Southeast Exotic Pest Plant Council4™ Annual
Symposiun(I4F), See

205
« April 12-13, Asheville, Summit on Southern Ap-
palachians Conservation Vision (J6A)

Resources

« TVA's 2 Annual Environmental Report includes
information on watershedconditions andonTVA's
improvement efforts. Itcanbe downloaded from
the web smeyoucanuques\a
printed copy by calling 865-632-4677.

* A National A cademies report examines the extent
to which climatechangein the 20th century may
be attributable to human activitiesand character-
izes scientific certainties and uncertainties in cli-
mate change. (The report notes that U.S. carbon
dioxide emissions increased by more than 3%last
year, thelargestjumpsincethe mid-1990s)
http:/, i i i

1s

Compensating for Wetland Losses Under the Clean
Water Act is a National Academy of Sciences re-
port available at
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/10134 html

« Energy Research at DOE.- Was It Worth I1? Energy
Efficiency and Fossil Energy Resaarch 1978 to 2000
isa National Academy of Sciences reportavail-
ableat

« Arctic Refuge: A Circle of Testimony is a collection
of wrilings about the Refuge by over 30 writers, in-

ludingBarryLopes, Rick Bas, and Hark Lenter
For ordering info, visit
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