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12. ACTION SUMMARY

1No| Issue Contact “Message!" or Action

3D |Strcam crossings in BSFNRRA | Supt. Detring. BSFNRRA | "Control excessive/illegal crossings by harse. OHVs!”
3B |Sute park closures Mayor Victor Ashe “Push gas-tax penny for parks! Stand up to TDGT!"
4B [ Chip-mill storm-water penmits | Gov. and TDEC; hearings ~|“Need public participation and rcported logging sites!”

4C | Chip-mill permits State legislators “Support Forest Prolection Act, HB260/SB265!”

6A | Cherokee NF Plan revision USFS, Cleveland. TN [Autend planning sessions

68 | Logging in national forests US Congressman “Co-sponsor Natl. Forest Pratection/Restoration Actr”

8A |NorthRidge Trail, Oak Ridge | TCWP Contribute 1 cost of signs banning OHVs etc.

88 | Osk Ridge Reservation planning | Manager, USDOE-ORO | “Need more public input, more study time?”

9A | Acctic Refuge drilling Your US senators [“ANWR drilling won't give us encrey indepeadence!”

9B |LWCF (forland acquisitions) | Rep. and Sens “Need guaranteed. full funding as in HR.701/5.13281"

10 [ Support of TC WP TCWP For holidays, give memberships, posters, T slirts,

Senator JohnDee ‘The Hon. John Doe Pics. George W. Bush Governor Don Sundauist

United States Senate USS. House of Representatives  The White House Stz Cagtl

Washingion. DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 Wasliinglon, DC 20500 ashville. TN 37243-9872
202.456-1111; Fax 456.2461 om0 P s3271
president@whilchouse.gov

Dear Senator Doe: Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Sundauist

i i Respscifully yows,

Sen. Bill Sen. Fred Thompson: Rep. Zach Wamp:

Phi 202-224-3344; FAX: 202228-1264  Ph; 202-224-4944; FAX: 202:228.3679 202-225-327)

e-mail:_senator_{rist@rist senate gov email: senator_thompson@thompson.scnate.gov  FAX:  202-225.3494

Local: 8656027977 Local: 865-545-4253  (FAX 545.4252) Lecal: 865-576-1976

To call any Rep or Scnator, dial Congressional swilchboard, 202-224-3121. To find out about the status of bills, call 202-225-1772
URLs: huip:/www.house.govilastname/ and hitp://lasiname.senate.gov/  General contact info: http:/www.lev.org

WHAT IS TCWP?
[TCWP (Tennessee Citizens for Wildemess mmmy 3 dtdualtd o achieving and perpetuating protection of nalural
lands and of the private sector. While owr fisst focus|
is on the C\mlbexllnd and Appah{hnn regions af ml Tumm our efforts may extend to the rest of the state and the
nation. TCWP's strength lies in researching infoamation pettinent to an issue, inforoning and educating our membershi
and the pubﬁc, ineracting with goups having sinilar _objectives, and working. through lhe legislative,
. state, and local levels.

an
ITCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Dak m;e, TN 37830. 7
President: Jimmy Groton, 865-483-5799 (evening). i o
Exec. Director: Marcy Reed, 865-691-8807 or 481-0286; MarcyRReed@aol.com
[Membership-Development Directors: g

Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809; SKGoss@esper.com and - Marcy Reed, 865-651-
|Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, 865-462.2153. Intemet: http://:

7; MarcyRReed@aol.com




1. TCWP IS MIOWIFE TO BIRTH OF
“ALLIANCE FOR THE
CUMBERLANOS™

‘The Cumberland Round Table, organized and
hosted by TCWP's Public Lands Committee
(chaired by Mary Lynn Dobson), convened in an
all-day session an November 14 in Oak Ridge,
withJenny Freeman as moderator. It was an im-
pressive group of about 35 people representing 21
organizations, including federal agencies (Na-
tional Park Service at the Obed and Big South
Fork, the USFS" Forest Legacy Program, the Dan-
iel Boane National Forest, TVA), state agencies
(Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, Tenn. Di-
visions of State Parks and Natural Heritage,
Kentucky Nature Presecve Cammission), land
trusts (TheNature Conservancyfrom Kentucky as
well as Tennessee, the Tennessee Parks and
Greenways Foundation, the Kentucky Natural
Lands Trust, the Foothills Land Conservancy),
and conservation and preservation groups (Na-
tional Parks & Conservation Assoc., the Southern
Appalachian Forest Coalition, Cumberland Trail
Conference, Tenn. Envirornental Council, Tenn.
Conservation 1eague, Tenn. Ornithological Soc.,
Historic Rugby, TCWP).

The northern Cumberland Plateau with its
sandstonegorges is a veryspecial areaof rich bio-
logical diversity and unusual scenic beauty, but
its problems Fenessee loses 200 acres of

space every day to wban sprawl and other
developmeni, bulldozers are working away in
inholdings within the Big South Fork NRRA,
with no acquisition funds in sight (12C, this NL),
Tennessee has closed its state parks and, as a re-
sult, is losing federal LWCF acquisition monies
(¥3A, this NL), clear-cuting for chip mills is
rampant (94A,B, this NL), all-terrain vehicles
and other OHV are tearing p the land, high-

ways are invading pristine areas, and there is
little potitical will for fumishing the F
and developing the strategies that might help to
counteract these horrors.

Some hopeful pruspects were discussed, such
as The Nature Conservancy’s recently funded
project for the Cumberlands, TWRA's efforts to
acquire 81,000 acres that would link Frozen Head
to Royal Blue WMA and even extend northward
from there, and prospects that the Forest Legacy
Program (NL241 §1) would include a section of
the upper Cumberland Plateau, TEC's support of
VISTAvolunteers to encourage local communities
to protect the BSF and Obey watersheds
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There emerged a camaan interest for finding
solutions and expanding shared effort n some of
the followinglssues.

* The need to secwe LWCF monies and other
funds for completing authorized public lands
(Obed, BSFNRRA)

Preservation of significant tracts as buffers for
these lands

Efforts to promote the natural as well as cul-
turalresources of the Cumberlands

The need for large, landscape-level efforts, in-
volvingcooperation across statelines
Payingattention to water quality and quantity;
watershed planning

The need to license OHVs and give them “a
place to play” so as to keep e out of high-
quality and fragile areas.

There were also more specific suggestons for pos-

sibilities to pursue, such as securing TEA21 (Dept.

of Transportation) funds for the acquisition of
greenways, and investigating the feasibility of
establishinganother national forest in Tennessee.

group voted to perpetuate itself under
the name “Alliance for the Cumberlands” and to
meet again in mid-March at Rugby.

2. BIG SOUTH FORK

NPS drops proposal
for prototypa Mt. Helen Trail
Probably as a result of political pressure, the
National Park Service (NPS) has, for the time
being, dropped its plan to construct the Mount
Helen Prototype Trail (SE of Zenith), deferring
decisions to the General Management Plan
(GMP). This annourcement comes less than a
month after the deadlinefor submitting comments
on the revised Environmental Assessment (EA) for
the trail.

The revised EA (NL241 §3) included a new,
and “preferred,” altemative under which the —9-
mile loop trail was designated as a horse trail,
rather than as a multi-use trail. In contrast to
the original EA (NL240 §1C), which allowed use
of OHVs (off-highway vehicles) everywhere o
the loopexcept in the Gorge segmants, ATVs (all-
terrain vehicles) were now to be barred from the
entire trail, and other types of OHVs (off-
highway vehicles) were to be permitted only for
access to oil & gas wells. We applauded this
change.



We have heard that, just prior to the com-
ment deadline for the revised EA, a meeting of
ATV enthusiasts in the Mout Helen area was
suggested (and attended) by a member of Can-

sman Van Hilleary’s staff. It seems not un-
likely that this was but part of the political
pressure exeited on NPS.

In our comments, TCWP recommended that
NPS should make decisions an this trail as part
of the comprehensive planning of the upcoming
GMP/EIS (with i included Roads & Trails
Management Plan), rather than prior to this
process. Wedid,however, applaud the proposed
Tesource-protection activities associated with
constructing a “prototype” trail (namely, onebar-
ring ATVsand most other OHVs, as in Altema-
tive C), especially since this trail would foliow
the route of a “traditional” trail. Now, as a re-
sult of NPS's current "no action” decision, existing
uses ofopen backcountry roads inthe area, includ-
ingthoseof the “traditional” trail, will coatinue
- and that means use by ATVs and other OHVs.
NS “wi : R

C.Ne
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In the GMP-drafting effort,the prescriptions
for types of 20nes will be followed by proposed lo-
calization of these zanes in different parts of the
National Area. Placement of some of the trans-
portation zones, and particularly of the OHV
20ne. will be among the most contentious provi-
sions of the GMP. ~Particularly heated contro-
versy is expected on the designated use of the
former O&W railbed, to which Scott County
claims the right-of-way. It is likely that NPS
will attempt to compromise on the O&W issue.

d land acquisition

An additional roughly 8300 acres are
nceded to complete the 125,000-acre boundary
authorized for the BSENRRA. While this is
only about 7% of the total area, same of the ac-
tual parcels yet to be acquired are of critical im-
portance to the whole park, being in the upper
watershed of the North Whiteoak Creek, a ciean
and vulnerable component to the river system.
Some of the current owners are threatening subdi-
vision and other harmful developments, and

ﬁ

the gorge;” however, it seems clear
thatsuch enforcement will be more difficult than
it wouldhave been had the upper parts of the
trail been closed to OHVs, as in Alternative C.

In its news release, NPS points out that the
BSFNRRA “has been negatively impacted by a
proliferation of ATV use in which riders have
chosen to ride off the trail ... creating unaccept-
able impacts. ... Until NPS can effectively de-
termine how to control this type of detrimental
andillegal use, new OHV routes will rot be des-
ignated.”

B.Status of General Management Plan
‘The Draft GMP/EIS is expected some time in
the Spring of 2002. Currently, the planners are
finalizing 20ne prescriptions, which will define,
(2) a number of types of sensitive resourcss ¥ be
protected with special management provisions,
(b) 2 more general natural environment zone, (c)
development and visitor-use zones, and (d) sev-
eral types of transportation zones, including an
OHV (off-highway vehicle) zone. NPS regula-
tions state that OHV and ATV use must be lim-
ited to specific designated routes (rather than
overall areas), that the agency must demonstrate
that these routes have ra adverse impact an the
environment, and that the park mustpass a spe-
cial regulation allowing OHV use within its
boundaries.

work in oneofthe par-
oe]s. It will be critically important for Congress
to came up with the acquisition funds (estimated
o total $15 million), and weare pledged to try-
ingto bringthisabout.

Mussel diversity: loss, partial
recovery, and currant threats

Not too long ago, the Big South Fork of the
Cumberland River was virtually unparalleled in
diversity of mussel populations. About 80 species
were reported for the river system in 1914, prior
to the advent of New River coal mining and of
dam canstructioninthe watershed. Now, the in-
ventory lists 26 species, _ust about one-third the
original number. Still, that's up from the 23 spe-
cies documented inthemid 1980, and a good sign
that at least partial recovery may be possibie
Among the mussel species are six federally listed
ones. The US. Geological Survey, together with
the US. Fish & Wildlife Service and National
Park Service, is conducting a 3-year inventory of
BSF mussels.

the presence of the park is undoubt-
edlycontributingto mussel recovery, il also brings
conditions that, unless carefully controlled, can
adversely affect mussel survival  Potentially
the most harmful derive from large-scale cross-
ings of streams by horses and mortorized vehicles,
suchas ATVs. Ina recent study conducted at Big
Istand and Station Camp, sections of the BSF
River containing horse crossings were compared



with similar sections nearby that were devoid of
horse crossings. Mussels were found to be absent
from the former locations, but present in the lat-
ter ones.

TCWP cermbers have documented extensive
horse use of trails that are designated for pedes-
trian use only. Similarly, as the Park Service
has recognized (see J2A, above), the prolifera-
tion of ATV use in which riders have chosen to
ride off the trail has a menace to the
natural resources of thepark.
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or with cubs, were released in the park, but the
project stopped when two local caunty commis-
sions passed resolutions opposing it. Records a
the behavior and health of the introduced bears
are now under study, but the resuls of a recent
phone survey of area residents may tum out to be
‘more ofa factor in huture decisions.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Urge the National Park Service (Supt. Reed. Db
tring, BSFNRRA] 4564 Leatherwood Road;
Oneida, TN 37841) to come up with effective
ways to control the excessive, and often illegal
useof horses and motorized vehicles, Urge your
Congressman and Senators (adiresses on p.2) to
provide funds forNPSto carry out these enforce-

ment activities.

Watershed protection groups
In the making
The Bg South Fork will be a beneficiary of
the Watershed Association Development Project
WADE) that has recently been launched bythe
fennessee Environmental Council (TEC). This 3-
yeal project will catalyze the establishment of
local, self-sustaining, watershed _protection
groups in the Big South Fork and the Obey water-
sheds. The WADE project, directed by a teau: of
several environmental groups, is pairing up with
OSM (Office of Surface Mining) and the
VISTA/Americorps program to help with envi-
rorunental restoration and protection in the com-
munities of these two watersheds, TEC's Eliza-
beth Ross (615-248-6500, or elizabeth @tectn.org)
will se rve as the VISTA Watershed coordinator.

The watersheds were chosen because they
are hometo critically endangered habitats, are
heavily impacted by acid mine drainage, and
suffer from pressures of unmanaged growth, pov-
erty, unemployment, and inadequate education
TEC will also be supervising VISTA volunteers in
two additional watershed, Coal Creek and
Notth Chickamauga Creek

Bear reintroduction under etteck
Starting about 5 years ago, a few blackbears
from the Smokies have been reteased in the
BSFNRRA, in an attempt # reintroduce this spe-
cies which ance roamed the Cumberland Plateau.
In the first two years, 14 females, either pregnant

3. STATE PARK CLOSURES

Stete losing federel funds

Nine of the 14 state parks the Administra-
tionis peoposing to close because of budget short-
falls (NR41 §4A) have in the past received
money from the national Land & Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCE), with the stipulation that
they “be maintained perpetually in public rec-
reation use” Because of cancem over the an-
counced closures, the National Park Service has
recently annormoed that $715,000 of the LWCF
allocation will be withheld from the state of
Tennessee until parks are reopened. This sum is
earmarked for state land acquisition, much of it
for the Cumberland Trail in the Frozen Head
area; the money could not be used to cover the
budget shortfall. Since the LWCF freeze applies
to the Tennessee allocation from last fiscal year
as well as this fiscal year, the sum withheld
could become much larger than the $715,000 an-
fnounced sofar.

Wil State protect Frozen Head?

The president of the Friends of Frozen Head
wroke to the Commissioner of Conservation & En-
vironmentrequesting to receive, by Nov. 9, a copy
of the State plan to protect the property of the
park (no copy hasyet been received). The Friends
point out that, sirce the park ind Natural Area
contain over 13,000 mountainous actes and have a
boundary of 30 mile (with several road accesses),
it is impossible for a ranger from nearby state
parks, visiting occasionaily, to protect

buildings, facilities, andequipment,

endangeredplant species,

timber and wildlife,

equipment for

gency response systems (tower, repeaters, an-

tennas, wiring) that serve a numberof federal,

state, and local agencies
‘The “Friends” group requests that the park man-
ager anda ranger be left in residence on the park
premises duing the period when the park is
closed.




Don Todd, a awnber of the Friends group,
points out another serious fallout from the park
dlosure. Construction of a major section of the
Cumberland Trail, which is currently under way
on the Bird Mountain portion of the park, will be
interrupted when the gate is closed

Victor Ashe proposes
source of park funding

Knoxville's Mayor Victor Ashe has pro-
posed that one cent out of the 214ent tax o
gasoline be used to go toward state parks. Even
one-fifth of that amount would be sufficient to
cover the $32 million that the state says would
besaved by closing 14parke and eliminating 108
staff positions, and the remainder could go to-
ward other park necds, including land acquisi-
tion.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Iet Mayor Ashe knowof

ln s\iml up tothe ™ DegL of Transportation. He|
can be reached at City-County Building, 400 Maia|
Street, Knoxville, TN 37902,

Critics! history of park system
In 1937, the General Assembly passed an Act
establishing state parke in Tennessee. The first
Director of State Parks, R A. Livingston, was the
only director, ever, to have a formal education in
natural ceources management, and experience as
a park manager. Almast since the time he left,
the system has been “pummeled” by politicians,
and our present problems can be traced in large
part to this circumstance. This is the thesis of a
fascinating, thorough, and analytical history of
the Tennessee State Park System published in the
October Tennes-Sierran by Ron Castle.  We
strongly recommendyour reading this. If you can't
get a copy,  contact
ink.net, or 931-967-2053.

4. FORESTS IN TENNESSEE

Forestry Issues are water Issues
{Based on reporis by Cielo Sand]

“How we manage our torests has a prolound effect on

the quality ofour drinking water and the abllityof our wa-

tershedsfo peiform their mostbasic tunctions.” (Former

Chief ol the USFS, Mike Dombeck, speech to Anerican

Forest and Paper Industry, 2000)

Acoss our state flow over 15,000 miles of
rivers, nourished by forested lands that absorb
rain, reduce storm-water runoff, and refill under
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gound aquifers. Sediment pollution cemains the
primary cause of stream degradation in Tennes-
see, and sedimentation is all too often caused by
clearcutting and other poorforestry practices.

Our forested watersheds are among North
America's most biologically diverse regions. Our
aquatic ecosystems are among the richest in the
world (NL241 14G). Both deserve protection, but
our current laws fail to address the effect of the
rapid sweepof industrial-scale logging that sup-
pliesthe pulp & paper and chipboard industries.
Clearcutting ~ the harvest method used by chip
mills - is legal! Same cuts are hundieds of acres
in size. A pre-harvest notification is not re
quired, leavingthe state unawareof thousands of
remote togging operations. The stake monitors
only 8% of the total number of logging operations
statewide each year to esure that even the vol-
untary Best Management Practices (BMPs) are
implemented to protect streams and wetlands

The next three items (14B, C, and D) ad-
dress steps we can take toprotect ou forests and
the quality and quantity of our waters.

B. Urge the State to strengthen
chip-miil storm-water permits
ent of Environ-
ment and Conservation) is about %o reissue its
storm-water general permits for industries, in-
cluding chip mills. These facilitiesencourage the
large-scale clearcutting that is spreading across
Tmm:ssee We have the opportunity to voice our
concems at upcoming hearings and/or through
written tesnmnny (see below).

TDEC should include these reasrmab]e safe-
guards in chip-mill storm water per

+ Require the reporting of logging ies that sup-
ply the chip mill The state should know
where the large-scale cutting will occur.
Knowledge will aid in the prevention of stream
pollution, will streamline state monitoring and
can save money.

Require public participation in the issuing of
these storm-water permits. TDEC has the
statutoryauthority todo so, and has an obliga-
tion in view of the intense public concem about
chip mills and the remoteness of the clear-
cutting sites that supply the mills

WHAT YOU CAN DO:_You can express the
views and Reommmdilion outlined in §4A, and
in ¥4B above

1) -Attending a hnmg (details below), or
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(2) Writing a letter (details below).

Hearings:

Nov. 26,7 p.m., Nashville, L&C Tower, 17" floor
Dec. 6, 7 p.m., Knoxville, Pellissippi State Com-
‘munity College

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

To order a guide, or discuss the training pi
contact Cielo Sand, 423:332-7391, P.O.Box 87,
Sale Creek, TN 37373,

sielo@dogwoodalliance.org.

Dec, 13,7 pm,, Jacksar;
Center. 7

Addresses:
Gov. Sundquist (see p.: 2) Send copies to
‘Commissioner M. Hamilton and Water Eouu(mn
Control Director Paul Dav-s, both at TDEC, L&C
Bulldlng, 401 Church St, Nashville, TN 37243-

(3) Fotmom info: Cielo Sand, 423-332- 7!01, P.OBox
87, Sale Creek, TN 37373,

C. Support chip-mill permit bill

When the General Assembly reconvenes for
the second year of ik session, SOCM’s chip-mill
bill will continue its progress, hopefully toward
passage. It was tabled last year and is presently
in the Senate Environment Committee and the
House Conservation & Environment Subcommit-
tee. Entitled the Tennessee Forest Protection Act,
HB260 (Odom, Fowler)/SB265 requires a permit
application for any new or expanding chip, pulp,
or paper mill. The state would then conduct a
study to determine whether such a facility would
cause harm to existing wood industries, the tour-
ismand recreation business, and the environment.
Ouring the 2001 session, observers reported that
the state (Forestry Division in the Dept. of Agri-
culture) lobbied harder against the bill than did
the industry. They used faulty data to support
their claim that Tennessee has more hardwood
forests now than it had in 1950, and that the
statewas suffering (!) from a lack of clear-cutting
(NL239 13B).

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

By January, contact your state legislators (see Po-
litical Guide, or call us for information) and urge
themto support the Tennessee ForestProtection
Act, HB260 (Odom, Fowler)/SB265.

If you would like more m{om\inon on this bill,
contact Daria Gere or B65-426-

9455,

D. Become a forest watcher
Allofus can help by identifying and report-
ing water pollution problems that result from log-
gingand other land disturbances. The
Alliance has laun zen-based Forest
WatchProgram ndissued a “Field Guide to For.
est Watching”

8. OTHER STATE NEWS

Vlictory on Dry Fork Creek
may unravel
{Basecon reporte by Jehn Noel]

On September 26, it looked iike a big vic-
tory. A coalition of caving and environmental
groups, led by the Tennessee Environmental Coun-
cil (TEC), had been fighting the Water Quamy
Control Board’s (WQCB’s) May 2000 decision
permita new sewage treatment plant for Spen:el’,
Tennessee, to discharge into a clean mountain
stream, Dry Fork Creek (NL237 12A). This first-
ever decision in Tennessee to permit intentional
degradation of a known high-quality (Tier-11)
stream was deplorable on principle, and was es-
pecially significant because Dry Fork Creek runs
through an extensive and ecologically significant
cave system into Fall Creek Falls State Park

Concurrently with opposing stream  dis-
charges of the treated sewage, the environmental
coalition worked with EPA to find an alternative
method for Spencer to handle i waste. AnEPA
study showed that land-application methods for
the treated sewage effluent were a feasible al-
ternative and were indeed the most desirable op-
tion for the region.

After many months of diligent effort and a
full trial fought by the coalition’s legal team (Joe
McCaleb and Chuck Manglesdorf), the coalition
presented its case to the WQCB an 9/26/01. De-
spite efforts by the Administration representa-
i s, the Board voted 7: 2 to rule
ranting decision of May, 2000
asinvalid, and to direct the state to develop a
proper anti-degradation policy an which to base
decisions in the future.

Itwasa great victory at the time. Not long
thereafter, however, the tawn of Spencer re.
quested to intervene in this already-decided case.
Despite a strong representation made by the coa-
lition against such after-the-fact intervention,
the WQCB at its meeting of October 2¢ moved by
avole of 4: 2 to allow Spenser to intervene. There
was a clear indication of heavy-handed politics
In the meantime, the Spencer permit reversal is



still in place but sort of "in suspended animation,”
according to John Noel, who has played a lead
role in this effort.

B. Green Power Switch adds methane

Because of the delay in getting landfill-gas

for TVA's Green Power Switch program, a new

generationresourceis beingadded. As of October,

co-firing of a methane waste by-product from the

City of Memphis's wastewater treatment facility

is expected toproduce more than 35 million kwh

annually, eliminating the consumption of over
17,000 tonsof coal

C. State energy planning
By Executive Order of 7/24/01, Govemor
Sundquist established an Interagency Energy Pol-
icy Work Group, which s charged with develop-
ing policy técommendations v all aspeck of en-
ergy, including, specifically, energy efficiency,
transportation, new technologies, and power al-
ternatives. The same Executive Order created an
Advisory Committee to advise the Work Group.
This Committee includes representatives from
the Southem Alliance for Clean Energy, the
League of Women Voters, and ORNL.

6. THE CHEROKEE NF AND OTHER
NATIONAL FOREST ISSUES

A. Southern Appalachian Plan Revl.
sion_invites pubilc participation
There have been some delays in the revi-
sions required under the 1982 planning rule, but
the Cherokee National Forest is working toward
having a Draft EIS and Proposed Revised Forest
Plan availabie for public review by October 2002.
During the next few months, the emphasis will be
o completing the Watershed Analysis Process,
developing management prescription standards,
and developing models for conducting effects
analyses of the plan alternatives.

WHAT YOU CAN DO; The Chemkee NF Plan

Revision
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In lleu of logging subsidles,
should fund forest r
(Based on a contribution
‘The National Forest Protection and Restora-
tion Act (NEPRA), first introduced in 1997 and
currently cosponsored by Cynthia McKinney (B,
GA), and fames Leach (R, 14), calls for an end to
conunercial logging en national forest lands, and
for investment of the currentlogging subsidies into
a scientifically-based restoration program that
will revitalize the forests andthe rural cemmu-
nities around them. Ovr national forests have
been utilized commercially for over 100 years,
and the impacts of this use have led to rapidly
deteriorating water quality, wildlife popula-
tions, and natural plant ecosystems, and to vul-
nerability to wildfires (see J6D, below). Studies
have shown that recreational useof the national
forest brings in far more money to the local econ-
omythan do timbersales

Provisions of the NFPRA include the fol-

owing:
Natural Heritage Restoration, which will put
people to work restoring the native biodiver-
sityand health of our national forests.
Establishment of the Natural Heritage Resto-
ration Coips, a job corps that will preferen-
tially hire displaced timber workers or road-
building crews. “If we rediected the logging
subsidy, we could provideover $25,000 for each
public landstimberworkerfor retrainingor eco-
logical restoration work and still have over
$200 million leftto reduce the federal deficitin
the first year alone,” says co-sponsoc McKin-
ney.
Pecmission to use forest materials from restora-
tion activities for personal needs, such as fire-
wood, posts, poles, as well as heating fuel and
timber for low-income homes.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Usge your Congressman |
(address on p.2) to cospontor the National Forest
Protection and Restoration Act.

each month in te Forest Supemm s office, 2800
North Ocdee Street, Clevefand/TN. Anyone in-
terested in atfending stiodld call 423476 9700 to
determine the precise time and place of these or

other, ad hoc, meetings.

of

procedures proposed by USFS

Cherokee Forest Voices, of which TCWP is a
@ember organization, recently commented
changesin biological evaluation procedures (BEs)
preposed by Region 8 (Southem Region) of the US
Forest Service (USFS). Theagencyis proposing to
remove the requirements (a) that itconsult inven-
tories of species populations, and (b) that it col-
lect when it is




Without these requirements, the agency would
simply “consider” whatever species information
may (or may not) be available at the time. Un-
less the USFS makes a comuitment to monitoring
species populations, the agency will be vulner-
able to lawsuits and other challenges under the
species viability requirement of the National
Forest Management Act.

The Cherokee National Forest provides an
example ofthedangerof weak BE procedures. In
the case of ane peoposad timber sale (Lron Moun-
tain Gap). botanists under contract with Chero-
kee Forest Voices found 12 rare species, which is
three times the numbec found by the USFS.

Cherokee among endengered
National Forests
[Based on a contsibutionbyMarcy Reed]

In October, the National Forest Protection
Alliance (NFPA) released a report on our most
endangered National Forests. NFPA, launched in
1999, has over 300 member organ'izations. Accord-
ing to the report, the staggering impacts to owr
National Forests, which result primarily from
the federal timber sale program, include floods;
mudslides; destruction of critical wildlife habi-
tat; decline of fisheries; degradation of air and
waterquality; soil erosion; and the loss of nearly
all our remaining old growth stands. Despite
this, the US. Forest Service subsidizes the tim-
berindustry tologand thin about?50,000 acres of
national forestlands peryear ata net loss to U.S.
taxpayers of over $1.3 billion annually. Mining,
grazing, and oil and gas development are also
heavily subsidized in our national forests.

Tne Cherokee Nationat Forest, while not in
the top 10, was listed in the reportas threatened
primarily by logging and road construction. Fur-
ther, increasing regional chip-mill capacity and
pmdmmn result in air and water poflution that

array of call
theCNF home. Spedes utilizing riparian habi-
tat in the Cherokee NF comprise over 80% of the
species that are listed on the state and federal
endangered species lists.

Formore information or a copy of their re-
port, contact the National Forest Protection Alli-
ance, PO Box 8264, Missoula, MT 59807; ph. 406-
5427565, e-mall nipa@widrookesaorg.  Their
websiteis www forestadw

A.
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7- SMOKIES

Groups planning joint strategies
OnNovember 17, the Sierra Club and Smoky
MountainsHikingClub sponsored a meeting of in-
terestedgroups to discuss problerns that threaten
the survival of the Smoky Mountains National
Park as a premier wildemess area. TCWP was
represented by Marcy Reed, Patrice Cole, Cindy
Kendrick, and Charlie Klabunde. Problems ad-
dressed included air pollution andwater quality;
the proposed North Shore Road and wilderness
designation (NL241 §5); US 321 (N1 240 3B) and
the Foothills Parkway; the Ravensford Tract
land exchange; Tremont Enviconmental Cen-
ter/Elkmont structures. Strategies for joint action
by the environmental compwnity were discussed,
The group will meet again to decide whether to
operateina coalition or other framework

Phese-t permits for Hwy 321
{FromMarcy Reed

Despite massive public outery, 14,000 com-
ments tothePark Service, a room full of people at
the ARAP meeting in Gatlinburg, and a petition
withover 1200names on it, the permits havebeen
issues for road construction on Highway 321,
phasel, in Gatlnburg.

8. OAK RIDGE AREA

Protecting tha North Ridge Trail
Following our report (NL241 8A) of in-
creasing ATV and other illegal useof the North
Ridge Trail (NRT), we have received a most
gratifying response from m: who have sent
contributions toward the purchase of sigrs to be
posted at NRT accesses. Eleven such sign are
needed, and money to pay for at least 8 of these
hasbeen sent by the foliowing
Susan Donnelly
Bettie and Henri Levy
Lois A. Martin
BobandGinnyMintum
Peggy Mitchell andRoger Macklen
Lee and Bilt Russell
Myrtle M.Seno
Tom Thomas
Our sincerest thanks toall who have so gen-
erouslycontributed. We appeal to an additional
danars to complete the process. (If we get
‘much money, it will gotoward other NRT-
protection efforts.)



Because we hope tobe able to put same mn.
into the prohibitions that will be
the signs, there is going to be some delay White
we work an another matter. TCWP representa-
tves will meet with the Environmental Quality
Advisory Board's (EQAB's) Greenbelts and Open
Space Committee to review existing ordinances
governing greenbelts and trails, and to
possible changes that would address the im-
proper use of these areas. The first meeting is

19.In

3 , you
should notify the police of motorized-vehicle use
or other violations, such as tree cutting in the
greenbelt.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: We need just three moze
donoss. Ifyoucan cumusﬂa(nnnymoun\‘{
for a North Ridge Trailsign, write a checkto
TCWP, Iic. (that makes it tax dedumhle) and
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cluding Black Oak Ridge and McKinney Ridge.
Also excluded from the “core area” are approxi-
mately 1,000 undeveloped acres an the southeast
side of Highway 58, between the formerK-25 site
and Bear Creek Road, on either side of Pine Ridge
along its southeast end. The “excluded area” en-
compasses all of the proposed “ED-3" developed,
for which a draft Environmental Assessment (EA)
hasbeen Giraulated, but ro Finding ofNo Sigaifi-
cant Impact (FONSI) has been issued.

The stakeholder group meets regularly
on the second Friday of every month at the OR
Public Works Building an Woodbury Lane (off
Wilberforce, off Tulane, behind K-Mart), from 10
amto3pm. To date, the group has met for three
full5-hour sessions. Discussions have been decid-
edly polarized, with argumens for “pro-
development” usesofthe “excluded land” having
been formally presented to the group. Presenta-

designate it“forsigns.” Send it to the

boxonp.2.

Oak Ridge Reservetion Plenning
Pprocess needs Improvements
[Contributedby Dev]nll o]

‘The Department of Eneigy’s Oak Ridge Op-
erations office (DOE-ORO) is continuing with its
effortto conduct “comprehensivelong-range plan-
ning” fortheentire Oak Ridge Reservation, with
public input. The process officially began
August 29 of this year, with the first meeting ofa
stakeholders' group of 20 individuals. They in-
clude Oak Ridge City government (3), OR Cham-
berof Commerce, CROET, localcitizens, TVA, US
Fish & Wildlife Service, TWRA, Tenn. Dept. of
Econamic and Community Development, and sev-
eral NGOs(Advocates forthe Oak Ridge Reser-
vation, The Nature Conservancy, OR Heritage
and Preservation Association, Friends of ORNL,
Tenn. Conservation League). The mission of the
group is o provide recommendations to DOE as it
develops a comprehensive plan for future uses of
the reservation for thenext20 years.

To date, qpan est from many in the
group, DOE has issued a map noting what it con-
siders tobe its “core” area - i, what the agency

to its
to national defense and research. This “core
area” includes approximately 30000 of the
36,000+ acres of the reservation. The ~6,000 acres
that are excluded are all an the western end of
the reservation. This area encompasses al lands
north and west of Highway 56, containing East
Tenn. Technology Park (formerly K-25), Horizon
Center (fonnerly ED-1), and 3,000-4,000 undevei-
oped acres surroundingthese developed areas, in-

willbe given atthe
next meeting (December 14). Meetings are open to
the public, but there is very limited opportunity
forthe public to speak.
DOE's current process has a nuniter of
shortcomings.

1. Because it is not being conducted as part of the
NEPA process, the resulting pian will have ro
legal standing.

. DOE has issued a tumetable that implies that
the process will be completed within one year.
This timetable would have DOE issuing a draft
report by June 2002, and it allows only four
months for analysis ofall the data andissues
relevant to various alternati've usesof the land.
Alternative scenarios have yet to be developed
by the group or by DOE.  Many o the
stakeholder group feel that four months is far
tooshor t atime to conduct thorough analyses of
allthe land-resource valuesand evonomic issues
involvedindeteamined future uses.

The process does not allow for any significant

public input fram outside of the stakeholder

group until January or February 2002, halfway
throughthe process andafter land-use alterna-
tives have already been proposed.

~

P

Muctiof the landbeing considered for devel-
opment contains unique plant communities, which
the Tennessee Natural Heritage Program is cur-
rently advocating should be designated State
Natural Areas. Most of the undeveloped land
also is a breeding ground for over 20 species of
birds that the Southeastem Partoers in Flight
program has designated as of highest conserva-
tionpriority andin need of management.

© of the uses - besides development -~
being advocated include conserving the land for



futureuses for scientific research; conservation of
plant comununities, birds, and other wildlife;
buffer zones arrand facilities and contaminated
areas; preservation of historic areas; recreational
uses such as hunting, hiking, wildlife watching,
and biking; and environmental and historical
education.

 On Januaty 29, Dev Joslin will pre-
senta TCWP talk on the subject of ORR Planning
See 10Aand 11.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Leah Dever,
Manager, Oak Ridge Operations, USDOE (P.O.

Box 2001, Oak Ridge, TN 37831), encouraging
DOE to hold DrcEs el st toallo.w this

amination and analysis of all lllemmm and
10 take a long-tenm and global perspective on the
importance of preserving thisland for tie futire.

8, NATIONAL ISSUES

Some senators trying backdoor to
n Arctic Refuge to driiling

Now that the US. Senate remains to
proet the Arctic Natianal Wildlife Refuge from
losing its vast wildemess to the oil rigs (NL241
99A), the pro-drilling forces in the C
the Adminy'stration arepulling outallstopsto get
their way. There have been - and probably will

to be— repeated attempts to attach a

Refuge drilling provisions (in one form or an-
other) to a must-pass bill. First, Sen. Inhofe (R-
OK) tried the Dept of Defense Authorization
bill. Then, Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX) encumbered
(andeausedtobe withdrawn) a provision to pro-
videberiefitsfor airline workers unemployed as a
result ofSept. 11. And, most recently, the Eco-
nomic Stimulus package has been targeted by
Senate Minonty Leader Frank Lott and Sen.
Murkowski (R-AK) as a vehicle for attaching
pro-drilling amendments. Our Senators need con-
stant reminders that such tactics are most repre-
hensible, and that the Arctic Refuge must be pro-
tected.

The Bush Administration has also em-
barked on a campaign of misrepresentation. It
has, for example, failed to publicly release a
US. Fish & Wildiife Service report (that had
been requisitioned by Congress) which suggests
that opening the Arctic Refuge to oil drilling
could undermine the entite U.S. polar-bear-
conservation strategy and violate an interna-
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tional polar-bear agreement. Earlier, Interior
Secretary Gale Norton testified that
calving oqws primarily outside the
drilling area, in contradiction to USFWS infor-
mation which explicitly nobes that calving has
occurred in the area for 27 of the past 30 years.
Shealso ignored scientific data that calf produc-
tion and survival rates are lowerwhen caribou do
not calve in the proposed drilling area.

WHATYOU CANDO: Keepcontattingyour
Senators (see p.2 forcontact info) andurgethemto
oppose oil exploration and development in the

Arctic Refuge. Let them know.thatthe need for
ArcticRefuge protection hasgiolchanged as a re-

_ sult of the tervorist attack:

ANWKs an ireplaceable national reasure.

toany isi
and will not give us energy independence; the
amount of oil there will not lower gas prices; it
would'take 10years for any oil from the Refuge to
reac the market; there are alternatives, espe-
cially, ifcreased fuel efficiency.

Increases In LWCF
and_other Interior appropriations

The C has yet to pass legislation re-
sembling last year's CARA (NL241 19B) that
provides guaranteed annual funding at the full
$900 million level authorized for the Land &
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). The Interior
Appropriations bill that passed in mid-October
does, however, iinclude some welcome increases in
the LWCF appropriated for FY2002. The total
forall public land agencies was $573 million, up
5.3% from last year’s $544M (but an increase of
28% over the $448M for FY'00). The breakdown
byagencies is as follows:

£ (M) :nm
8LM 499
FWS 991 —22 1
NPS
Fed. acquisition 1301 453
Stategrants 1440  +537
SFS 1497 13

U
The $144M allocated to states for park and rec-
reation projects is the highest amount since 1981.

The Conservation Spending Category of the
Interior Appropriations bill totaled $1.32 billion,
$121 millionmore than last year andS64 million
morethan President Bush hadasked for. This in-
cludes:

MZ?M, LWCF federal acquisitions (see
above)



$144M, LWCF state grants (see above)

$85M, state wildlife grants

$50M, landownerincentiveand stewardship

$962M, Cooperative Endangered Species Fund

$435M, N. American Wetlands Conservation
Act

$25M, USGS state planning partnerships

$65M, Forest Legacy (up $5.IM from last year)

$745M, Historic Preservation

$30M, Urban Park and Recr. Recovery Program

$36M, Urban and Commuruty forestry

$7M,Youth Conservation Corps

$50M, Payment in Lieu of taxes (+5160M PILT
furded elsewherein thebill)

$185M for BLM, USFWS, NPS, USFS land and
resource management and facilities mainte-
nance

How did Tennessee fare in the LWCF ap-
propriation? This is what we got:
NPS federal acquisition, 1M for Moccasin
Bend,

USFS, nothing,

USFWS, $1M for Reelfoot NWR,

NPS state grants, 26M (estimated). However,
at least $715,000is currently being with-
heldbecause of the state-park closures
(13A, above)

WHAT YOU CANDO: Althoughthis year's
funding saw a slight increase, guaranteed full
funding of the LWEF is a necessity if we want to
protect our remaiftingvaluablelandsbeforethey
disappear to development. Thiat's a major reason
o R AR Wiyl RepresEntaith
sponsor and support CARA,
HR 701 lndS 132! r!sEEcbvely (Add!esscsnn g
p2) -

are damaged by OHVs

riders enter Yellowstone ona busy Saturday, re-
sulting ina visible smog (that causes nauseaand
sore throat) and disrupting tranquility for wild-
life and other park users. And in the Big South
ForkNRRA, ATVs (all-terrain vehicles) drive
blithely through streams.

But, far from cubing these disastrous im-
pacts, the Bush Administration is working be-
hind the somes to weaken the policies that
would eliminateor reduce theuseof thesevarious
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vehicles (collectively, OHVs) in our national
paiks, and is publicly touting the industry claim
that cleaner and quieter vehicles are the answer.
They are ignoring polls which show that, by a
67% : 29% margin, Americans want to protect
their national parks from the damages cause by
OHVs. (As Edward Abbey said, we have al-
ready agreed not to diive into cathedrals and
other sacred places.)

Sales of OHVs are at record levels, and the
industry ispouring a lotofitsprofits intolawyers
and lobbyists. Not only are they working to in-
crease their invasion of national parks, but they
arebusytrying to prevent EPA from issuing emis-
sion standards for these vehicles.

Ona state level, cne state, Pennsylvania, is
trying todo somethingaboutit. InJune, it passed
alaw that requires ATV and snowmobile opera-
fors to register their vehicles, to dasplay the reg-
istration number, and to buy liability insurance
Vehicles can be used legally only on roads and
trails explicitly marked for their use. Violations
bring fines and possible jailtime; and, asan incen-
tive for enforeement, local govemments are al-
lowed tokee p money from the fines. A committee
was created to advise ana grant program for the
development of ATV/snowmobile trails en non-
state lands to help keep these vehicles out of
state parks and forests

An Interesting road m.
Forest Service Employees for Environmental
Ethics (FSEEE.org) have produced a fascinating
road map of the continental USA that shows all
roads (paved, gravel, and dirt, but excluding jeep
tracks) that criss<ross the country — 7,000,000
miles in all (enough to circle the Earth -280
times). Overall, the country appears gray, with
blacker areas around cities and just a few white
areas (Yellowstone, Everglades, the Bitterroot
Mountains, Glacier NP, etc. - and same of the
roadless national forest areas Pres. Clinton and
Chief Dombeck tried to protect). What is aston-
ishing is that same of the ninnni! forests are
blacker an the map than the surroun
them - theyare crisscrossed by loggmg roads.

40. TCWP NEWS

Upcoming TCWP events
[For further info, contact Marcy Reed 691 -8807,
MarcyRReed@aol.com, or Sandr Goss,
865.522-3809, skgoss@esper.com]



TCWP Holiday Party. Dec. 13, 7 p m. (note
change of date), at the houseof Jenny Frteman
and Bill Allen. Look forspecial announeement
. (7 pm, Oak ng.
ivic Center). Dev Joslin will speak an “Oak
Reservation Land Use Planning—Where is it
going?” (see also 98B, thisNL)
Dr.Joslin, who is President of Advocates for the
Oak Ridge Reservation (AFORR) and a member
of DOE's ORR Land Use Planning Focus Group,
will discuss activities of the Focus Group to
date. After outlining the values of the current
55-square mile ORR, Dr. Joslin will deal with
the following topics: (1) DOE's approach to
the land-use rocess and its current
scope; (2) the role of focus and public
meetings in DOE's decision-making; (3) the
viewsand stances of pro-development and pro-
conservation individuals on the Foas Group;
and(4) the speaker’s views on the productive
nessof this process, where it is headed, and
how you can participate and influence the out-
come.

Report on racent activitiss
This highly success-
fulevent ona beautiful day brought out over20
participants. ‘TVA’s Melinda Andrews, in
thanking us, writes: “Because of your dedica-
tion to publiciand, we managed to pull up an
extremely large amount of privet, finished re-
moving exotic plant species along the access
roadbythepond,and planted about 130 native
plants where the exotics were removed. We
stilthave a lottodo- butnot nearly as mudhas
before.”
i . We heard from
three excellent speakers in the moming
TVA Vice resident for Resource
Stewardship, said that more long-teim plan-
possible for the Resounce P row
that it mlmgerhis to get annual appropria-
tions (it is funded by TVA’s self-supporting
power program). She outlined the Program’s
new initiatives aswellas problems, and talked
about the Regional Resoute Stewardship
Council. Randy Brows) executive directorofthe
Foothills Land Conservancy said that 12,000
acres have been conserved by the FLC, and
talked about the initiative to acquire access for
the Foothills WMA (NL241 14D). Bobby Ful-
cher was unable to come, but his place was
taken by Chris Bulli Director of Conser-
vation Planning for the Tennessee Nature Con-

c.
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trated talk about TNC's new initiative to the
Cumberlands (see also {1, above).

All nominees for the 2002 Board and Nomi-
nating Committee were elected, and the pro-
posed bylaws amendment were adopted. The
silent auction netted 3861.— The afternoon was
heavily overcast and blustery, but the rain
held off and weenjoyed the beauties of Black
Mountain, recently acquired for the State by
the Tennessee Greenways and Parks Founda-
tion.

8andra is backl

Sandra Goss is now through with her other
(Full-time) job and is again working (half-time)
for TCWP. Goodnew indeed!

Donations for North Ridge Trail
signs

We have had a great respanse to owr appeal
for donations (NL241 {8A) to pay “for pedes-
trian-only” signsat 11 accesspoink tothe North
RidgeTrail. Eight of the signs are already paid
for. Weare grateful tothe donors, whoare listed
in I8Aof this Newsletter.

This year ageln: give a TCWP
mambership thet costs you nothing!

Give a 2002 TCWP membership (including
Newsletier andother benefii) toa friendor rela-
tive, and itll cost younothing! TCWP will no-
tify the donee ofyour gift. A second or subsequent
gilt willcost youonly$10 each. Before long.you
wil receive a form from us for this gifting oppor-
tunity. While this program obviously entails an
expense for TCWP, it could provide a substantial
membershi p-growth opportunity.

Other gitt idess from TCWP

Last year, Bill Russell donated a dramatic
B&W photograph of the Obed River gorge to be
madeintoa 16 x 20* poster. These signed posters
are still available for a $12(+$4 S&H) donation
to TCWP.

And, our tee shirts, with the design mnei-
ther ecru ar teal background, are available in
various sizes. These, 100, can be had for a $12 (+
$4 S&H) donation to TCWP.

You will shortly receive an order blank for
these various items, including the gift member-
ship thatcoswyounothing (FI0E, above). If you
can’t wait for the form, call Sandra K. Goss at
865-522-3909, ore-mail her at

servancy. Hegavea highly i illus-




11, JOB OPENINGS; CALENDAR;
RESOURCES

I openings:

‘The Cumberland Trail Conference seeks a full-time
P Coordistator to help develop the Cumber-
lnd Trail State Park Successful applicant will
provide organization and leadership for CIC's
non-profit Volunteer Trail Building & Educational
Programs. Must have transportation. Position
based in Crossville. TN. Call 931456-6259 for
more informnation.

The North Caroiina Wildlife Resources Commis-
sion’s Nongame & Endangered Wildlife Program
will contract withS individuals to provide t:ﬂ\pb
rary assistance during the 2002 field season.
involvesurveys anddata collection onturlles, wa-
terbirds, and aquatic endangered species. A degree
in wildlife fisheries management, zoology, orbiol-
ogy is required Applications must be postmarked
by 1/5/02, and interviews willbe conducted inRal-
eigh on 1/28/02. For further details, contact Jolm
Aldermnan, aldermjm@mindspring.com

Events and deadlines calendar (For details, check
the referenced NL item; or contact Sandra K.
Goss, 865-522-3809, skgoss@sprr.com: or Marcy
Reed, 865-691-8807, g

« Nov.28-29, Energy Technology Expo,sponsored by
TVA and TVPPA, Chattanooga {Contact Paula

water permits (14B;

* Dec. 13, 7 pm., TCWP Holiday Party, Oak Ridge
(110A)

* Dec. 14, 10 am., next monthly meeling of the
Land Use PlanningFocus Group, whichisadvis-
ing DOE on planning forthe ORR (188). Central
Services Center, 100 Woodbury Lane, Oak Ridge
(behind K-Mart)

« January 29, TCWP features Dev Joslin on Oak
RidgeReservation planningprocess (T10A).

+ February 23, TCWP hike in Oak Ridge area (de-
tails later)

« Research Park Notes is an online newsletter
about theOakRidge Reservation, put together by
‘ORNL's Pat Parr, who manages the National Re-
search Park. Contributors include outside scien-
tists and students doing research an the Reserva-
tion. To subxribe, send an e-mail to
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* As an instial building block of a planned Southern
Appalachian Regional Information System,
SAMAB's Watershed Initiative has created an
interactive website toidentify watershedorga-
nizations of each basin in the Southern Appala-
chians. Itis located at
<http://samab.org/saris/watershedorg>
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