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10. ACTION SUMMARY

o[ tssue Contact “Message!" or Action
TA_ | Dam proposed for Obedwatershed | TDEC; Corps; EPA Send comments and/or attend January 11 hearing
1B | Obed Climbing Plan National ParkService Sead auend Dec. 7

2A | Dam proposed for Caney Fork | Crossville mayor; legislators| Oppose dam; urge funding for water-options study
2D | French Broad and Nolichucky Div. Water Poll. Control | Attend watershed meetings

3B [ S-taning Hwy 321. N. of Smokies| National Patk Service “A full ELS is needed”

Gov.Sundquist; TDOT.  [“S-laning Hwy 321 is harmful for Smokies!”
3C | Land exchange with Cherokees | Supt.; Babbitt; legistators ~|*Do not pennit the proposed land exchange!”

4A | Final EIS of Forest Roadless Plan| Chief Dombeck: legislators |*Ruie should be finalized and deseeves great suppont!”

SC | TVA Green Power Your elecuric utility: SACE | Sign up for Green Power Switch block(s)

SE | Regional Stewacdship Council | TVA Attend RRS C meeting; contact individual members

6A | Boeing Tract shoreline DOE 4t Oak Ridge 182 acre shorelineshoul bereconveyed to TVA!”

7D | Aretic National Wildiife Refuge | Pres. Clinton “Designate Coastal Plainas national monument!”

8 [TCWPusks TCWP Attend eveats; volunicer fecruit members

Senator John Doe ‘The Hon. John Doe Pres. Bill Clinton Governor Don Sundquist

United US. H i The White House State Capitof

Washingion, DC 20510 Washington. DC 20515 Washinglon DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243.9872
202-456-1111; Fax 456-2461  615.741-2001; Fax 5329711
presidenc@whitchouse gov

Dear Senator Doe Dear Congressman Doc. Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Sundquist

Sincerelyyours, Sincerely yours, Respectfully yours, Respectfully yours,

Sen. Bill Feisu Sen. Fred Thompson: Rep. Zach Wamp:

Ph: 202-224-3344; FAX: 202-228-1264  Ph; 202-224-4944; FAX: 202-228.3679 Phone: 202-225-3271

e-mail:_scnator_frist@frist senate. gov e-mail:_senator_thompson@hompson senalc gov  FAX: 202.225-3494

Local: 865-6027977 Local: 865-545-4253 Local: 865.483-3366

To callany Rep o Senato. dial Congressiona sicchbcar, 202:2243121. To i o sbou e satisof v, call wz‘ns 1172
URLS: hatpi/iw enate. gov/ Geneeal contact info: hsp://www.lcv.or

WHAT IS TCWP?

TCWP (lennessee Citizens for Wildemess Flanning) is dedicated o achieving and perpelualing protection of natural

lands of the private sector. While our first focus|
is on the Cumberland and Appl.hchun regions of E:sl nnmsm, our efforts may extend tothe rest of the state and thel
nation. TCWP's strength lies in researching information pertinent to an issue, infoaming and educating our membership|
and the public, interacting with groups having similar objectives, and working Ihmugl\ the legislative,
administrative, anid judicial Branches of government on thefederal, state, and lacal levels.
TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37830,
immy Groton, 8654535799 (evening). :
: Marcy Reed, 865-691-8307 or 43102 Mamx&eﬂmm
hip-Development Directors: 5
Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809; SKGoss@esper.com and Marcy Reed, 865.691-8807; MaccvRReed@:ol com
editor: Lée Russell, 865-482-2153.
e-mail: TCWP@kormet.org Internet: http://www.k wp/




A.

1. OBED NEWS

Yot another dam proposal
A dam has been proposed fx asream within

the watershed of the Obed, and only just outside
the National Wild and Scenic River boundary.
o

(see details below).

The importance of this issue transcends the
project itself; interpretation of the Obed’s hard-
fought-for ONRW (Outstanding National Re-
sowrce Water, or Tier-3) designation is at stake
here, asare a nwrber of other basic issues. Your
involvement isgoingtobe very important

Fairfield Glade, a residential development
in Cumberland County, osed to construct
animpoundment an Cove Branch a westemn tribu-
tary to Daddy’s Creek at mile 47, just a couple of
miles upstream from the Obed National Wild &
Scenic River boundacy (which is at Devil’s
Breakfast Table). Where Daddy's Creek re-
ceives Cove Branch, it flowsthrough a deep, rug-
ged, gorge in the Catoosa Wildlife Management
Area. Cove Branchitself has also carved a size-
able gorge (see Hebbertsburg Quadrangle) and is a
lovely, unspoiled stream. The developer pro

to construct an 80- to 90-ft high dam to im-
poundat least 8,400 linear feet ofthe stream (the
public notice erroneously announced only 4,700
feet) to make an 81-acre lake for the puspose of
getting a higher price for the private homes to be
constructed on this 2,500-acre tract (note: this is
not a water-supply lake).

Fairfield Glade’s application to the Corps of

ineers fora Sec. 404 permit (under the Clean
Water Act) went by unnoticed by all of us: the
Corps notice was a one-sentence e-mail message,
giving only the name of the stream without stat-
ing that it was in the Obed watershed. The Na-
tional Park Service’s Obed manager was aot di-
rectly notified.

Currently, the matter is in the State's couct
because, under the Clean Water Act. a Corps of
Engineers 404 permit requires a “@1" water-
quality certification by the Tennessee Division of
Water Pollution Control. On October 9, TCWP
urged the Division to refuse to issuethis certifi-
cation; and the following week, both the Tennes-
see Clean Water Network and TCWP wrote to re-
quest a public hearing. Such a hearing has now
beenscheduled for January 11 at Fairfield Glade
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(see Actian Box, below), and we urge your atten-
dance. In the meantime, it is very important for
everyone to send in comments (see box, below, for
addresses).

The following are important points to make.

Because of potential impacts to a National Wild
& Scenic River, as well as the certainty of public
controversy, evaluation of this project requires a
full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and
notjustan Environmental t (EA).
Both, the Corps of Engineers and the Tern. De-
partment of Conservation (TDEC) are under obli-
gation to consider the ONRW designation of the
Obed.

TDE C cannot assurethat water-quality standards
will not be violated (a prerequisite for 401 certi-
fication). There are numerous reasers to fear ad-
verse impacts of this project, not only during the
construction phase but thereafter. For example,
the generalarea contains toxic coal seams; asimi-
lar impoundment by the same applicant had sig-
nificant water-quality impacts; and a concentra-
tion of residential development in the drainage
has a clear potentlal for continuing poltution.
There are also clear water-quantity and hy dro-
logical implications, especially when the project
is considered in its cumulative context, along with
the hundreds of other impoundments in the Obed
watershed.

This project has a potential impact cn several
plant and animal species of concem, including a
numberthat areon the state or federal list of en-
dangered species.

(1)

. trol, Atn; R.Baker, 7% Floor L&C Annex, 401
- Chirch Stuet, Nashvﬂle, TN 37243-1534.
mail:

WHAT YOU CAN DO: S
‘our comm not be long, and, hopefull

the above list will help y ou formulate them.

Send tHem to the following addresses.

(a) Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Con-

) Carl Olsen, US Army Corps of Ensn\lﬂs l’CL
ox 1070, Nashville, TN 37202- 1070, E-mail

(©) Eric Somerville, US EPA, Region 4, 61 Forsyth

Street, SW, Atlanta, GA' 30303-8960. E-mail;
Attend the hearing on January 11, 7:00 p.m, CST
at the Faitfield Glade Recreation Centér (for
driving direction, call 931-484-3722). If you want
to carpool, call B65-482-2153 or 865-691-8807. We
nee da large attendance, because this will be a
political deciSion




cnmnn, Plan In the making

On Nov. 1, the National Park Service (NPS)
began its formal scoping period for the Climbing
Management Plan for the Obed Wild & Scenic
River. It will acceptverbal and written input ur-
til December 31, andthere will beone publicscop-
ing meeting an Dec. 7 (see box, below). NPS is
seckinginput into developing a proposed action
and altemnatives. Issues that will be addresses
include the management of cuent and Auture
climbing routes, fixed anchors, access, parking,
and environmental impacts.

In the ecologically fragile wildemess areas
of the Obed and tributary garges, the paramount
concem must beto protect the ecosystems, the geo-
togical features, and the visitor experience of re-
motenessand wildemess quality. Any further ex-
pansion ofthe already extensive climbing activi-
ties, and of an infrastructure that has been estab-
lished, without planning and without review, on
lands intendedto be wild, threatens thesevalues,
The Climbing Plan must be established within
the provisions of the Obed General Management
Plan. The segmenis of the W&S River where
climbingis permitted mustbe circumscribed; and,
within thesesegments, the number of routes needs
tobe limited, and very protective criteria estab-
lished.  Responsible climbers are helping by
spreading these messages.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: :
Atiend the publicscopifig meeting on Dec, 7, from
7:9 p.m. at the Obed WSR office in Wartburg
(call Lee Russell, 865-482-2153 yuu'd like to
carpool). : el

may be directed to Chis Stubbs, ¢ Cmumly
Planner, at 423-569-2104 ext231
Send written comments to Kristin A, Stoeh, Unit
Manager, Obed Wild & Scénic River, .0, Box
429, Wartburg, TN 37867.

2. STATE LANDS AND WATERS

Crossville proposes
dam on Caney Fork

In mid-September, the Crossville City Coun-
<il approved a resolution to seek a permit for
building a dam on the Caney Fork River just west
of Bruce Knob and ~1 mile east of the White
County line. The Caney Fork, as mast of you are
undoubtedly aware, has carved Scott’s Gulf, the
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heart of the recently established Bridge-
stone/Firestone Centennial Wildemess — 10,000
acres of public lands (NL235 3C).

The 1,300-acre reservoir Crossvilleis seeking
%o impound on the Caney Fork is claimed to yield
20 MGD (million gallons per day) of water (but
seebelo w). Council voted a budget of $350,000 to
pay for engineering design work, attorney fees,
and other cosk eonnected with the permitting
peocess. Arguments for the resolution were based
on the claim by the city’s engineering firm, Lamar
Dunn & Ass., that the demand for peak water use
will exceed capacity by the year 2006. This con-
trasts with the 1998 Corps of Engineers’ Regional
Water Supply Study (NU226 11A), which esti-
mated that, with a “median” growih scenario,
evenby the year 2050 only 3.1 MGD would be re-
quired. The engineering firm estimates thecost of
the Caney Fork impoundment at $20 million.

The Lamar Duna claims for the Caney Fork
impoundment differ markedly from those in the
Corps’ Water Supply Study; the latter estimated
thecost at $63.5 millioo (instead the engineering
finn's projection of $20 million), and the yield at
12 MGD (instead of 20 MGD). Most important,
the Corps study pointed out the extreme unlike-
lihood that any dam proposal would be ap-
proved, and it provided quite a mumber of alter-
native water-supply solutions. Among these were
several possible pipelines, the most economical
and feasible one coming from Watts Bar Reser-
voir; this couldprovidea safe yield of9 MGD at
acostof about $28 million. Unfortunately, Watts

about all the “bad stuff” that may be coming out
of Oak Ridge.

The statement by Crossville Mayor JH.
Graham 11l that it was time for the city "to serve
as the regional purveyor of potable water" illus-
trates the political power struggle that is going
anwithin the county, where the other 5 utility
districts object Yo having to buy water en the
city’sterms. After many years of uncoordinated
and independent activities of the various utili-
ties, a counly-wide Water Authority was estab-
lished last year by Act of the General Assembly;
but Crossville isnot participating inthis Author-

Chuck Estes, chairman of TCWP's Water Is-
sues Commitiee, is seeking a meeting with the
Crossville City Council in mid-December to dis-
cuss water-supply altematives and ¥o inform



them about the environmental community’s strong
opposition to the Caney Fork dam proposal.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Send your comments about the Caney Fork Dain
proposal to ] H. Graham III, Mayor, City of
Cru!svlllz, 99 Mumup Ave Croﬁsvllle.
38555-04¢
i S Pt Thompson and Rep.
Van Hilleary (adresses on p.2), urging them to
support funding for a rieeds and options analysis
by the Cumberland Gount, Wam Authorit)

Good news on lands
d to state-parks
wi

Frank Hensley reports that the Tenessee For-
estry Division has puechased the spectacular
1,180-acre Cunningham tract, adjacent to Pickett.
The Division’s Bob Rochelle is to be commended
for moving this acquisition through the system.
Frank continues to be heavily involved in efforts
o brirg other tracts of lands around Pickett into
protective ownership.  As reported ealier
(NL235 93E), TCWP has offered to take an some
stewardship function for the 1,125-acre Burton
Talley tract, which was donated to the Tennessee
Nature Conservancy last year.

Joni Lovegrove reports that the State Building

Commission has approved $3.7 million for the
purchase of the large Bird Mountain tract con-
tiguous with Frozen Head State Park and Natu-
ral Area. This is the land visible from the front
of the visitor center. Another step of approval is
still needed (State Finance Administration), but
the Building Commission was the mast difficult
hurdle. Joni ishopingthat phase-2 (NL230 138;
233 14C) will be purchase of the Love Mountain
tract (behind the visitor center).

Fall Creok Falls watersheds
alternatives to be found
to discharge Into Dry Fork Creek
The outflow from a sewage plant proposed
+by the town of Spencer would enter Dry Fork
Creek, in the watershed of Fall Creek Falls State
Park, and the large Spencer Mountain cave sys-
tem (NL234 {4B). In May, however, despite Dry
Creek's Tier-2 (“High-Quality Water”) status,
the Water Quality Control Board (WQCB) or-
dered the State 1o issue a permit for the sewer
plant. A cumber of groups then requested EPA to
review this WQCB directive, and EPA withheld

NL 236,11/25/00
5

federal funding for the project until an environ-
mental analysis had been performed (NI235
138).

At the Sept. 26 meeting of the WQCB, it
was announced that, after extensive research,
EPA's Region-i Administrator John Hankinson
had concluded thatan alternative tothe planned
discharge to Dry Fork Creek had to be found.
TDEC Conunissioner Hamilton informed the
'WQCB that efforts were under way to negotiate a
settlement, and a 30-day postponement was
agreed upon in orderto develop alternatives that
might permit Spencer to have a sewer system
that would not result in a discharge into Dry Fork
Creek. In the meantime, a federal NEPA suit,
filed by a coalition of enviconmeatal groups, is
still pending.

Watershed meetings to attend
To perform its water-quality assessments,
the Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Con-
trol (615532-0348) has, since 1996, used a water-
shed approach that employs a S-year manage-
mentcycle. Different watersheds enter the cycle
in different years, and each cycle begins with
planning and data collection. There are two up-
coming watershed meetings for East Tennessee.
« Lower French Broad, Dec. 7, Sevierville,
Rm 306W, Sevier County Courthouse
« Nolichucky, Dec. 5, Limestone,
Ruritan Bldg, Limestone Ruritan Rd.
Both meetings begin at 7 p.m. EST. We urge all
interested persans to attend and contzibute their
knowledgeand concerns about these watersheds.

Sandhlll cranes
and the Smith Bend campalgn

The upper end of Chickamauga Reservoir is
a prime wintering ground for numereus migratory
bird species. For some time now, the Foothills
Land Conservancy has been engaged in a cam-
paign to assist in the purchase of Smith Bend, a
2,500-acre tract in a big bend of the Tennesee
River just a little ways down fram Watts Bar
Dam. This area is used by a growing flock of
sandhill cranes, and by more than 20 species of
ducks, 25 species of shorebirds, and several
threatenedspeciesof songbirds.

‘The tract is being sold by the Mead Corp. for
$6.9 million. TWRA (The Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Agency)will spend -$5 million toward
its purchase  the equivalent of 2 years’ worth of
State Wetlands Acquisition Fund money - and the
Foothills (and Corservancy has usdectaken to
raise $1.9 million in private funds. This payment



isdueby March 31, 2001. TWRA will manage the
wetland portions of Smith Bend as a wildlife ref-
uge, and the upland portions as a wildlife man-
agement area.

The eastern flock of the sandhill crane has
alzeady started arriving in the general area, A
very good place to view them is in the Hiwassee
Wildlife Refuge, near Birchwood.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: -The Foothills LaAd Con-
servancy is dfferinga’sctiool €urriculum packet,
poster, and video about Smith Bend free of charge|

to area schools and educators. To obtain such ma-
tesials, or to conteibuteto the Smith Bendcam-
paign. write to 614 Sevierville Rd, Maryville,

TN 37801, Or visit the Conservancyweb siteat
hitpi/ /wwyw footnillsland.org

Churches request
chip-mill moratorium

Commission an Religion in Appalachia
(CORA) has sent a resolution ko Govemor Sund-
quist requesting him to “declare a moratorium o
anynewor expanding chip mill or chip-using fa-
cility inthe State of Tennessee.” CORA is the
nation’s largest coalition of denominations (18),
including every southem State Coundl of
Churches.

The proposed moratorium is modeled an one
witten by Missouri’s Gov. Mel Camnahan, who
recently died in a tragic airplane crash (his
widow will serve in the Senate). It is of modest
scopein that it does not address the 136 existing
chip-mill operationsin the south, which are cur-
rently associated with the clearcutting of about
12 millionacres a year.

Environmental Justice plan

Environmental Justice means making sure
that minority and ecoaomirally disadvantaged
comamunities are not made to bear the brunt of en-
vironmental pollution and degradation (as has
oftenbeen the case). Teanessee isthe onlystatein
the Southeast, and among the first in the nation,
to develop an environmental justice plan (it was
one ofonly4 states to receive a competitive grant
from EPA for this purpose). The plan has rew
been drafted by the Department of Exvironment
& Conservation (TDEQ), which is in process of so-
liciting input on it (meeting were held Nov. 13
and 14).

The plan was developed by a citizen panel
from communities all over the state, in coopera-
tion withTDEC and EPA. Copies can be obtained
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by calling 1-888-891-TDEC, or by visiting
www .state.tn.us/environment/epo/ej/plan

A.

LOTS OF PROBLEMS

The North Shore Road
springs back to life

In the waning days f the Congress, Rep.
Charles Taylor (R-NC) and Sen. Jesse Helms (R-
NC) managed to attach a rider to the big High-
way Appropriations bill to add $16 million for
construction of the infamous North Shore Road
along Fontana Reservoir in Swain County. This
21-mile-long foad fram Bryson City to Fontana
Dam would destroy the largest de facto wilder-
ness within the Park, if not within the Eastemn
USA.

Ithas been the lingering dream of the North
Shore Road that has caused Sen. Helms to frus-
trate numerous attemptsover decades to designate
wilderness within the Park. Helms and Taylor
have continuously harped mn the so-called 1943
Agreement involving TVA, NPS, and Swain
County, under which a road would be constructed
to replace one flooded by Fontana Resetvoir.
However, back in the 1905, agreement was
reached whereby Swain County would be paid
516 million in liew of the road, and this provision
was included in all the witdemess bills proposed
over the years (and each time stymied by Sen.
Heims). Taylor's big argument now (as in the
past) is that the road is needed to give local
families access to cemeteries. The truth is that
NPS has all along provided such access on de-
mand, and that very little has been requested.

Aswith all riders, the measure was not de-
bated in Congress, and there was no opportunity
for public input. The way the National Park
Service found out about it was through an article
in a North Carolina newspaper. This is an ap-
propriation without an authorization; the project
has not been approved. It is estimated that the
$16 million that Taylor managed to get appro-
priated would just coverstudies requiredby NEPA
and needed foran EIS. As for the cost of the road
itself, this was estimated to be $136 million back
in19%, andmaybe highernow.

Another controversial road,
Just outside the Park

‘The Tean. Dept. of Transportation (TDOT) is
planning to widen Hwy 321 (SR 73} into a 5-lane
highway along the northem boundary of the



s

Park, between Gatlinburg and Cosby. Construc-
tionof the first 2.5 miles, slated Inslan in Janu-
ary, will cost $36 million. About 70% of this
strekch will actually touch the Park’s boundary
and will involve construction of 27 concrete re-
tainingwalls to hold back the mountains, erout-
ingof streams, and impacts on wetlands. To date,
the National Park Service has only agreed (and
this, under pressure) tod oan Environmental As-
sessment (EA). It seems clear that a full Envi-
ronunental Impact Statement (EIS) is mandated
because federal lands would be impacted in a
highly adverse manner
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uses of these lands. The tractinquestion is on the
National Register of Historical Places.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: For more details, call
Ray Payne, 865-693-6944. To express you opinion
ncerning the proposed land exchange, contact
(a) Superh\ﬂndent, Great Smoky Mountains NP, 107
 Pack Headquarters Rd., Gatlinburg, TN 37738,
(b} Senators Fristand Thompsao, and Reps. Duncan
and Jefikins (addresses on p. 2),
() Sec. Bruce Babbitt, US Dept. of the Interior, 1849
C Street, NW., Washiugton, DC. 20240; or e mail

Send a letter to the pap

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Demand that NPS do a full- E% on the effects of
the Hwy 321 widening. Addresses:
Superintendent, Gt Smoky Mountains National
Park, 107 Pask Headquarters Rd, Gatlinburg, TN
37738, Send a copy to 7

Jerey Belson, Regtona! Director, NESSE Regional
Office, Atlanta Federal Center, 1924 Bldg., 100
Alabama St., SW, % Allinli, GA 30303.

Oppose the 5-laning of Hwy 321 north of the
Fark. Wit lo Gov,Sundquiet and send a copy to
TDOT. sses foll

Gov. Don Suwdqmsl, State Capitol, Nashville,
TN 37204,

Commissioner Brice Salkman, TDOT, 505

Deaderic St, Suite 900, James Polk Bldg., Nash-
ville, TN 37243.

Oppose land exchange with
Cherokee Indlans
Eastern and of the Cherokee Indians
(EBCI) has asked the National Park Service
(NPS) to give them 200 acres of bottor land,
known as the Ravensford or Floyd Bottoms tract,
in exchange for land “of equal value” in North
Carolina, adjacent toany ace of eight NPS units
(including the Smokies). The EBCI plans devel-
r some o all of the Ravensford tract.
The Smoky Mins Hiking Club has developed ru
erous s isin opposition to the land
exchange, includingthe following:
According to NPD guidelines, land exchanges
should beconside ed only where is a demonstra-
ble benefit to the park unit involved.
Ourparksare smallenough asitis; we should not
further reduce their area
A dange ous precedentwould beset by giving vp
landforthe convenienceof adjacentland owners.
Flat bottom lands in the park are a rare
ty, and they provide information cn the past

NPCA sues TVA
for Smokles pollution

The National Parks and Conservation Asso-
ciation has filed a suit in US District Court
cha ging TVA with violating the Clean Air Act
at its Kingston and John Sevier Steam Plants.
The suit alleges that these plants have violated
opacity limits, based on the amount of light that
can penetrate smokestackemissions - yet another
easure of the air pollution that has been seri-
ously degrading plant survival and visitor expe-
rience in the Park.

&. Elk re-Introduction

The comment period for the Enviconmental
Assessment of elk re-introduction into the Great
Smo y Mins National Park has ended, and it
seems that only a handful of the comments op-
posed the proposal. Elk may start arriving in
Januaty or February, all of them from Land Be-
tween the Lakes. Theplan istorelease 25 elk per
Year for the next three years, then do a study for
twoyearsbefore decidingon whether and how to
proceed.

In the meantime, the state of Tennessee is
embarking on a larger-scale project. Starting
January o February, the Tennewsce Wildlife Re-
sources Agency (TWRA) will be releasing about
100 elk per yeas for the next four years, with the
goal of having a herd of 1,400-2.000 within 10
years. The first release will be in the Royal Blue
Wildlife Management A ea, and the ultimate
restoration zone is planned to include parts of five
counties, with the greatest concentrations in
Campbell and Scott Counties. Unlike the elk in
the Smokies, TWRA's elks will be “huntable.” as
well as viewable.




A.

A4, NATIONAL FORESTS: BIG NEWS

One of the largest land-

preservation efforts In U.S. history:
The final Roadless Areas plan Is
oven better than the Draftl

On Nov. 9, USFS Chief Mike Oambeck re-

leased the Roadless Area Conservation Final En-
vitonmental Impact Statement (FEIS). He ex-
pects “to render a final decision o this matter in
1o sooner than 30 day s” The original proposal
(in the Draft EIS issuedin May)was a courageous
and visionary step for the Administration to take
(NL220 11; NL230 120; NL233 1), but there was
a groundswell of sentiment for further improve-
ments. The USFS received over 1.1 million com-
ments (on top of 517,000 earlier submitted an the
scope of the initiative), overwhelmingly urging
stzong protections.

The agency has responded by significantly
strengthening the plan. Here, in a nutshell, are
the major improvements: (a) for inventoried
roadless areas, net only will there be a prohibi-
tionon constructing roads, butaiso an mosttimber
harvesting, and (b) the 8.5 million-acre Tongass
National Forest will not be exempt from the rules
applied to the rest of the national forest sy stem
(NFS), though these rules will notgointo effect
until 2004 for the Tongass.

Inventoried roadless areas comprise S8.5
million acres, & 31% of NFS iands (though this
represents only 2% of the total land base of the
USA). The May Draft EIS considered three sets
of alternatives pertaining, respectively, to pro-
hibitions to be instituted, adoption procedures to
be followed, and the Tongass National Forest

four “Prohibition  Alternatives,” the

agency preferred #2, namely, prohibition of road
construction within inventoried roadless areas.
Now, for the Final EIS, they have chosen #3,
“Prohibit road construction, reconstruction and
timber harvest except for stewardship purposes”
(italics ours]. Certain exceptions apply to the
road construction prohibition.  They  include
situations where a road is needed fo protect
health and safety in catastrophic events, where
is needed d safety,

etc

There were also four “Tongass Alternatives”
in the Draft EIS, among which the agency pre-
ferred #3, namely, “No prohibitions; determine
whether road construction should be prohibited

as part of [the) 5-Year Pian review.” Now, for

NL 236, 11/25/00
[

the Final EIS, a new alternative has been devel-
oped and is designated as the preferred one,
namely, “Tongass not exempt; Alternative se-
lected for the rest of NFS lands wouldapply.”
However, as an economic mitigation measure (to
ease the transition for communities mest af-
fected), mg A'in 1 rulemay delay implementation
of any prohibition alternatives on the Tongass
NF until !he Apnl 2004.

The procedural altenatives described in the
DEIS were dropped from the FEIS, partly because
the comments showed that there was confusion
about how these alternatives would be imple-
mented. Instead, the decision was made to in-

dl area
the final rule for Land & Resource Managemenl
Planning Regulations.

Two recommendations made by many of
those who commented (including TCWP) were not
followed. One was to apply the prohibitions not
only to inventoried roadless areas, but to all un-
roaded areas 1,000 acres or greater in size. The
FEIS considers it inappropriate to apply a na-
tional prohibition to such areas, the delineation
of which it believes to be the subject of local con-
siderations. A second frequent recommendation
was to confine OHV use to specifically desig-
nated roads and trails. The FEJS states that
there is no evidence that OHYV activity poses
“disproportionate risks of altering natural land-
scapes to the same extent as roads and timber
harvesting* It points to the authority of local
‘managers to regulate OHV use.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: You may be sure that the
timberindustry and its allies inthe Congress will
ao their best o derail this plan before the cule i is
firalizéd, so wemustbe heard from.
Commend USFS Chief Mike Dombeck on tfié FEIS
- and, urge him to firialize the rule witfiout delay
(P.O"Box 96090, Washington, DC 20090°6090). (If
outaye Guestions, call 703-605.-5299),
(address
u\pl)lul:llrhemolyou(s ot the USFS
~ Roadless Plaii. If a@lopmle, c;be hcts from
148, below.

B. Foes will attack RoadI
exploiting recent fires
sumumer's serious fires in the West are
beingexploitedby the logging industry and their
Congessional allies as an argument for cutting
down forests (in fact, the 6.4 million acres that

Rule,



bumed this year wereless than one-half of the
century’s annual average). Legislation is bein
plannedthatm ghtbe characterized as the “Son
L7 ides (thei

that allowed all environmental laws to be over-
ridden for the purpose of “salvage” logging to
“save" forests from damages).

A cumber of myths being spread by pro-
logging interestscan becountered by facts summa-
cized by FSEEE (Forest Service Employees for En-
vironmental Ethics).

MYTH: The fires wouldn't have happened if so
much National Forest land had not been placed
off-limitsto logging and road building.

FACT: Only 31% of the areas thatburned were on
nat onal forests, and of those national forest
lands, only a fraction were wildemess or roadless
areas. Most of the acreage that bumed was, in
fact, managed timberland that had already been
togged, andnot pristine oldgrow!]

MYTH: The fires bumed so hot because the forests
hadnotbeenthinned

FACT: The largest acreage that bumed, and the
hottest fires, involved ateas that had been inten-
sivelylogged in the past.

MYTH: Increased industrial logging could pre-
vent fires ofthe type wehadin the summer.
FACT: Industrial logging removes the largest,
most fire-resistant, trees and leaves a linderbox
ofhighly flammable slash and brush.

These facts are supported by two careful studi
ane by the Congressional Research Service (a bi
partisan group that analyzes federal policies for
Congress), the other by the Pacific Biodiversity
Institute. The CRS analyzed logging levels and
fireactivity for the past 20 years

Candidate George W. Bush has  attacked
the Roadless Initiative as a “land grab,” and it is
thought that h'is Secretaries of Agriculture and
Interior would attempt to dismembec it Sen.
Larry Craig (R-ID), who has threaten litigati
to biock the policy, attacked the Clinton Admini-
stration for not including fire-danger data inthe
FEIS (17C, this NL). By contrast, Secretaries
Babbitt (USDD) and Glickman (USDA) issued a
newfederal fire policy onSept. 8 that states ex-
plicitly that roadless areas are less likely to
host fires than are roaded ones. The Forest Serv-
ice has identified 89 million acres of national
forestlands thathave a moderate to high risk of
catastrophic fire; less than 16% of these are in
inventoried roadless areas.

c.
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Delay in Forest Plan revisions
for Southern Region

‘The Forest Serv ce (USFS) has been engaged
ineffortsto revisethe Forest Plans forindividual
national forests in the Southern Appalachians.
Ths process has been delayed due to
questions regarding natronal policies, especially
the Roadless Area Conservation Initiative (see
94A).

Following comment s cn Forest Plans received
in public meetings held last fall, changes were
made in the initial proposals, Recently, Re-

Forester Elizabeth Estill announced that
the pre iminary effects analyses and species vi-
ability assessments will not be ready until next
spring, atwh ch time results will be presented for
more public inputinto the planning prosess. The
Draft EiSand Proposed Revised Forest Plans will
thenbe written andwill be released for public re-
viewinthe fall. Plancompletion!s now expected
latein 2001

Though the Plan revisions are delayed, the
Southern Appalachian Region s busily engaged
in developing management direction to meet spe-
cific needs of individual watersheds andof ripar-
ian ecosyskems, andis identifying wildlife habi-
tat needs. The national forests of the Southem
Appalachians provide habitat for 170 species
Iisted as threatened or endangered. An addi-
tional 660 species are classified as sensitive be-
cause of their rarity. The total number of species
in our regional forests is astounding, including:

80 amphibians and reptiles,

175 terrestrial birds,

65 mammals,

22% vascular plants,
25000 invertebrates.

Ms. Estill reports that this year, in addition to
making species inventor es, the Regvon completed
wildlife and fish habitat improvement projects
onabout 200,000 actes.

Citizens stop two timber sales

Sale inCherokee NF that would add pollution.

Last year, the USFS approved a 13l-acre timber
sale o Rich Mountain in Unicoi County that
would involve several large clearcuts, and con-
struction orrepair of 1.5 miles ofroad on steep ter-
rain. Erosion from this project would add sedi-
ment to the Nolichucky River and Broad Shoals
Creek (= California Creek), both of wh ch are on
the state’s 303(d) list. This means they are al-
ready too polluted to meet water-quality stan-



dards, and the federal governmentmay notcause
additional pollution. A law suit by Cherokee
Forest Voices stopped this timber sale

Sale proposed for biologically significant area in
Naotahala NF.

A US Dept. of Agriculture Inspector General's Re-
port of January 1999 documented serious deficien-
cies in 120utof12 Forest Service (USFS) timber
sales, s pecifically with respect to sensifive spe-
cies. Yet another such damaging timber sale
wouldhave occurredhad it not been forthe vigi-
lance of the Southern Appalachian Biodiversity
Project. In May 1999, SABP informed the Forest
Sexvice ofthe presence of a sensitive plant spe-
cies inthe area ofa proposed timber sale in Riley
Cove, which borders a Roadless Area known for
are Despite this i com-
mercial logging 0f43 acres was approved in July
2000. It took an appeal bySABP o get the sale
withdrawn. SABP has pointed outthat the ne-
cessity for constantly watchdogging theUSFS isa
ood argument for ending commercial logging in
public forests.

5. TVA NEWS

TVA’ Natural Areas siot to be filled

TCWP had been concermed that the position
of TVA Natural Areas Coordinator had not been
filled sinceJudith Bartlow retired inearly May.
There ace currently 82 Natural Areas, covering
~10200 acres an TVA public lands, including
Small Wild Areas (like Whites Creek), Habitat
Protection Areas, Ecological Study Areas (like
Worthington Cemetety), and Wildlife Observa-
tion Sites. The Natural Areas Coordinator man-
ages the huge and expanding heritage database;
inkeracts with state and federal agencies, land
conservancies, and citizen groups; oversees con-
tractors doing environmental reviews; and estab-
lishes guidelines for the protection and manage-
mentofexisting natural areas as well as criteria
for making additions to the system of nature pre-
serves.

After contacts with staff of TVA’s Natural
Heritage Program and attendance at a recent
TVA Green Group meeting, we leamed that the
position was frozen in FY2000, while TVA
workforce restructuring was under way. It will,
however, be filled within the next few weeks.
Most of the responsibilities will remain un-
changed, but several new ones associated with
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outdoor recreation (hiking, bird watching,

camping, etc.) will be adde

TCWP commenta on DEIS for water
supply In the Duck River basin

In a recent Draft Environmental Impact
Statement on“Future WaterSupply Needs in the
Upper Ouck River Basin,” TVA'had proposed
four alternatives (plus the usual "no action”)
(NL235 34A). TCWP submu'tied carvrents oppos-
ing altematives B (constuction of a new 3,600-
acre reservoir anFountainCreek) and D (raising
the height of Normandy Dam). The latter would
(3 have disastrous effects an prime wildflower
habitat in the 420-acre Short Springs State
Natural Area, NE of Tullahoma, and (b) flod a
60-ace TVA Small Wild Area adjacent to the
Natural Area.

There were also two pipeline alternatives,
one (C) from a downstream intake on the Duck
River, the other (E) from Tim's Ford Reservoir
While wehadnot strenuousobjectiontoE. we pre-
ferred C, which would supply more water, require
a shorter pipeline, andbe lesscostly thanE.

Sign up to buy Green Powerl
‘Although your electric utility probably offers
Green Power (Oak Ridge, Knoxville, Chatta-
nooga, Nashville, and the Powell Valley are
amongthose that do), chances arethat it has not
informed you of this. Currently, 63% of TVA's to-
tal power comes from coal-fired plants, at a tre-
enviranmental cost (see, e.g., NL233 19;
1226 §6C), and every kwh you @xsume equals
onepoundofcoalbumed. By participating in the
Green Power Switch *, you pay for Green Power
‘generation (solar, wind, and landfill-gas cobus
tion) to be added tothe Valiey’s total power mix.
Each 150-kilowatt-hour block you sign up for
adds just$4to your total monthly electric bill.

. WHAT YOU CAN DO: Inform yourelectric util-

itythatyou wish to participate in the Green
_Power Switch™. 1f you're not sure whether your
owerymvldel is a participant, contact the
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE) at
65-637:6055, or e-mail Gil@mgreeqcom

River again fit for sturgeon

‘The sturgeon, which cangrow to8ft long and
300 1b, and which can live to over 100, once
thrived throughout Tennessee waters, then dis-
appeared asa result of pollution and habitat al-



teration. Butlast July, 800 young lake st

were released into the French Broad which,
thanks to clean-up and TVA’s environmentally
improved dam management, is now considered
able to again support the fish. The project is the
result of a partnership between TVA, US Fish &
Wwildlife Service, TWRA, the World Wildlife
Fund (WWE), and others. WWF recognizes the
Tennessee River Basin as the aquatically most
diverse place in the world.

TVA capsules

+ TVA’s Regional Stewardship Council
(NL229 §6C; NE232 15; 1233 15D) appears to
be getting heavy input almost exclusively from
people concemed about water levels in the tribu-
tary reservows; they hear fram very few other
citizens. Because many of TVA's non-powes pro-
grans will require publicsupportto stay alive, it
is very important for usto get involved i the
RRSC; we can attend meetings (the next one is
Jan.18 in Nashville) and/er interact with indi-
vidual members. Contact Steve Smith (865-637-
6055) tofind outmore,

«TVA’s plans to sell mineral rights in the Daniel
Boane National Forest, reported in N1235 95C,
have been abandoned, at least fornow.

A.

6. OAK RIDGE AREA

Boeing Tract: should shoreline
become part of elopment?

A 1,200-acre tractofland along the left shore
of the Clinch River, roughly across from K-25, was
at one tume slated to be developed by the Boeing
Co. DOE subsequently proposedto transfer it to a
private company, Oak Ridge Properties, for resi-

i ial/i The
especially controversial pm ofthe proposal is to

include 182 acres of River shoreline lands
(wnl\m the 500-year floodplain) in the transfer to
the private developer. This is the subject of a
ding DOE Draft Environmental Assessment
(DEA). A recent communication fra the Chamber
of Comumerce states: “The business comumunity can-
notallowthe benefik of this development [i.e., in-
clusion of the 182 acres] to be overshadowed by
those whomay mobilize to opposeit.”

This riparian 2one is home to several slate-
listed threatened and endangered species, and a
Nature Conservancy study has designated the
shoreline tract as of very high ecological signifi-
cance. Moreover, these 182 acres should, right-
fully, be TVA public land. TVA transferred cus-

. WHAT YOUCAN DO: Express yoummcems o
~ Katy Kates, Realty Officer, USDOE, P
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tody of the tract tothe AEC in 1959, but retained
specific rights, including that of review of pro-
posed construction activity. In August 1999, TVA
wrote to DOE stakig, “We understand that DOE no
longer has a need for this land and is considering
its disposal. We request DOE reconvey this parcel
toTVA.” TVA felt “areconveyance would provide
TVA with the necessary land rights to protect the
shoreline of this valued riparian 20ue through the
Shoreline Management Policy.” lgnoring this re-
quest, DOEdid not even invite TVA o participate
in the drafting of the EA; in fact, by Nov. 9, key
managers inTVA had not even seen a copy of the
DEA!

IsDOE placing private development interests
ahead of the public interest in the fate of these
valuable Oak Ridge Reservation lands?

2001, AU-61, Oak Ridge, TN 37831 A EA com-
ment deadline is Nov.30, but DOE should sall be
interested in your point of view. Send a copy to
Ruben Hemandez, Vice President, Resource Stew-
ardsKip, TVA, POBox 1589, Norris, TN 37828,
For any additional information, check the
AFORR web site

(http://www kormet.org/afort/)

Land.use planning
for the Oak Ridge Reservation
InJuly, representatives of several organiza-
tions (including TCWP) met with Leah Dever,
Manager of the Department of Energy's Oak
Ridge Operations, todiscuss the need for a long-
term, holistic, land-use plan for the entire Oak
Ridge Reservation (ORR) (NL234 17B). The im-
inputfrom
and the general public in e planning process
was emphasized by the groups, and Ms. Dever
generally agreed enthe need both for the plan-
ningand forincorporating publicinput

Inarecent letter, Ms.Deverwrites that the
Oak Ridge Operation (ORO) office is currentiy in
the beginning stages of revitalizing and revising
its Comprehensive Integrated Planning (CIP)
document. She plans to bring the stakeholders
together within the next three months to discuss
the key issues conceming the land usage on the
ORR. (See NL235 96A for a brief summary ofthe
wonders of this3¢,000-acre area))

In an article in the Knozville News-Sentinel
of Nov. 15, Frank Munger argues that “the best



thing the federal govemment can do with this
land is leave it alone,” %0 se veas a sanctuary for
wildlife, a recreational site, and research park.
“If you take 50% of an environmental research
parkand convertitto otheruses,” he writes, “the
research doesn't lose 50%of its usefulness. More
kel e e e Ypmasiileata
a whole.”

C. Three Bend Wildlife Aree:
Is Oak Ridge a DOE stepchild?
in Jue of 1999,  Seesery of Energy
Richardson announced ,000 acres of the
ORR was being set zsnde as the Three Bends Sce-
nic and Wildlife Management Refuge Area
(N1229 178B). The area includes the three penin-
sulas of Freels, Gallahar, and Solway Bends,
with a total shoreline ofabout 20 miles, some of
which rises in high limestone bluffs. Establish-
ment of the area is. however, still anhold, re-
portedly because DOE has not found the funds
needed to allow TWRA to manage the area.

At Brookhaven, in the meantime, Sec.
Richardson, an Nov. 10, set aside the Upton Re-
serve, 530 acres of pine barrens and wetlands an
the DOE reservab'on. He announced that DOE
would provide the US Fish & Wildlife Service
Wwith$200,000 annually, over a 5-year period, for
land management and reseaxch.

Of course it's important for the Three Bends
Area to receive equivalent financial support for
its formal establishment. It is, perhaps even
more important to assure the integrity of the en-
tireORR.s0 thatThreeBendsdoes not become (in
Frank Munger's words) a “mere buffer zane be-
tween industrial sites and condominium clusters.”

7. NATIONAL ISSUES

14A.above, reporis the National Forest Roadless Ar-
eas Conservation rule, one of the largest land-
preservation efforts inUS history.

A. CARA didn’t make it, but LCPII did
CARA (the Conservation and Reinvestment

Act ~ NL231 17) came oh so close to enactment,

but Majo ity LeaderTzent Lottdidnotletit get to

the Senate floor, despite the urging of Pres.
Clinton and over 63 Senators who co-signed a let-

ter. CARAhad passed the House (though Ten-
qessee Reps. Duncan, Wamp, Van Hilleary, and
Bryant voted against it) and was considerably
improved by the pertinent Senate committee
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(NL233 97A). All it had to do was pass on the
floor of the Senate.

What did pass, when it became apparent
that CARA wasn't going to make it, was LCP1l, a
program that s not 1o be sneeaed at. We try to
summarize itin 178 below.

LCPII ond the
Interior Approprietions bill

LCPIl = Land Conservation, Preservation
and Infrastructure Improvement
servation program, which embodies many of the
elements of the Administrabon's Land Legacy
Initiative, was enacted as Title VIIT of the Inte-
rior Appropriations bill (PL 106-292) signed by
Pres. Clinton onOxt.11. The monies made avail-
able by it, $12 billion overs years, are additional
to the regular Inkerior appropriations.

LCPI has various unique features. 1t groups
a large nurber of conservation prog ams into 6
“baskets,” each of which has a baseline funding
for the next 6 fiscal years (FY2001 through
FY2006). The programs within a given basket
willvie for that basket’s baseline funds for each
of FY2002-2006; the amounts have been set for
FY200L In addition, for these same 5 years, the
overall fund increases by $120 million annually,
and this extra amount can be dispersed to any or
all programs at the discretion of the appropria-
tors. Thus, LCPII is a mix: like CARA, it has
fixed budget set-asides, but within these the
Congress still plays a role as appropriator. Any
unspent money will stay in the program and (in
contrast with the present Land & Water Conser-
vation Fund, LWCF)can not be used forother ac-
tivities.

The following are some figures for FY2001
(in $ millions).

Regular
Appropr _| LCPIt
TWCF "basket”
US Dept. of Interior* 164 0
US Forest Service 107 9
State matching grants 05 50
TUrban & Historic “basket”
U ban Parks& Recr. 10 2
Historic Preserv. Fund 7 15

NP, BLM, USFWS

For a third “basket,” called State and other Con-
servation Programs, the baseline funding for
FY2001 is $300 million. This includes programs
such as the Cooperative Endangered Species



Fund, state wildlife poggams, the Forest Legacy
Program, and several others. There is also a
“basket” for Federal Mainkenance Projects for
which the FY2001 baseline is $150 million,
spread between NPS, USFS, BLM, and USFWS.

ost of these figures represent record
amounts of money in comparison with recent
years. For example, during the latter 1990s, the
state matching grants program of the LWCF re-
ceived zero SS. In FY2001, Teanessee is going to
receive $1,676595 under this program (but we
need for the state to come wp with match'ng
amounts).

In addition to LWCF acquisition oney, the
National Park Service received $1,389 million
for operations, $242 million for construction, and
358 million for recreation and preservation. The
Forest Service received $230 million for recrea-
tionmanagement and$65 millionfor trails (about
halfof this for maintenance).

The worst riders did not stick

Thanks to major negotiating efforts by Pres-
Clinton, most of the really bad riders that anti-
environment members of Congress had attached to
the Interior Approprianons blli were removed.
The most dangerous of these riders would have
(a) limited the President’s power to designatena-
tional monuments (NL235 47A), and (b} blocked
completion of the Forest Service’s Roadless Pol-
icy (NL235 978 and T4A, this NL).

Amonga few riders thatdidpass,one forbids
federal agencies from transferring money to CEQ
(the Council an Environmental Qu o im-
plementation of the American Heritage Rwers
program.  Another forbids permanent dosure of
landingstripson federal lands without state and
FAA approval. A third oneextends the test en-
trance-feeprogram forparks, forests, etc. through
FY . There were other riders of lesser inter-

est.

Outlook for ANWR

It all depends onwho ends upin the White
House. And, in the Congress, thestage s set for a
continuation of lastsummer seffort (52557) toin-
crease domestic oil production by drilling in
ANWR. Fortunately, the Senate’s political cli-
mate will be somewhatimproved (17, below).
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Might Pres. Clinton still be ableto designate
ANWR a national monument? A few months ago,
former Pres. Jimmy Carter joined environmental
groups in urging this. The Alaska delegation in
Congress claims that ANILCA (the Alaska Na-
tional Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980)
has a “no more” clause that would forbid such a
designation. It tums out, however, that this
clause applies only to lands that are not already
ina conservation area, and ANWR, of course, {5
(it's a National Wildlife Refuge).

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Pres. Ciioton
(see p. 2) and tell him that one of the greatest

to designate the ANWR Coastal Plain a naticnal
‘monument.

Environmental slgnificance
of Congressional elections

Well, at least we have the resulk for Con-
gressional races - or do we? One we've been
watching s still toocloseto call)

The nonpartisan League of Conservation
Voters had designated a Dirty Doaes (incum-
benks, who are notoriously hard to displace).
Seven of the 12 were defeated, though one of
these defeats (Sen. Slade Gorton, R-WA) is still
notyet 100% sure. These oukomes, plus another
ane for anopen seat, should greatly improve the
environmental positionof four Senate seats that
had occupied by extreme  anti-
environmentalists, namely, Spencer Abraham (R~
M), Rod Grams (R-MN), Slade Gorton (R-WA),
and Connie Mack (R-FL). Unfortunately, this
gain is partly offset by the loss of VA’sSen. Robb
toan anti-environmentalist. In the House, three
Disty Dozen incumbents were defeated: Reps. Jim
Rogan(R-CA), Steve Kuykendall (R-CA), Linda
Runbeck (R-MN), and Bill McCollum (R-FL).

All six of LCV's “Environmental Champi
ons” were reelected — three Republicans (Sen i
coln Chafee, RI; Rep. Jim Saxton, NJ; Rep. Chris
Shays, CT) and three Democrats (Reps. Joe Hoef-
fel, PA; Jay Inslee, WA; Jim Maloney, CT). Of 7
candidates on LCV's Earth List (pro-
environmental candidates engaged in difficult
races), 6 were elected, and the 7%is still unde
cided (Rush Holt, NJ). We were particularly
pleased that Mark Udall and Jay Inslee were

the winners, and are keeping fingers
crossed for RushHolt.




A major environmenta
that did not get into the news

In October, about 250 million gallons of coal
waste spilled out of a retention pond at a coal-
preparation plant. The coal slurry, which has
the consi of

tated 75miles ofrivers and streams, andthemuck
has madeiits way to the Big Sandy and Ohio
Rivers,

B, TCWP NEWS

December Hollday Party

Everyone should by now have received an
invitation to the TCWP Holiday Party, Decem-
ber14, 7 pm., at the house of Jenny Freeman and
Bill Allen (371 East Drive, Oak Ridge). Hope
youcancome!

January Quarterly Meeting:
Alr Quality in the Smokies

Our next Quarterly Meeting, an January 25,
will feature two highly knowledgeable speakers:
(1) Jim Renfro, National Park Service Air Re-
source Specialist, will update us an the status of
air pollution in the Park and its effect anecosys-
temsand visitorexperience;
(2) Don Barger, Southeast Regional Director of
the National Parks & Conservation Association,
will provide an overview of advocacy effort an
this issue andhow citizens can participate.
The program will start at 700 p.m. in the Oak
Ridge Civic Center Social Room. Refreshments
willbe served.

Report on Annual Moeeting

About 50 people attended TCWP's Annual
Meetin g on October 28, held, Iike last year's, at
the Norris Dam State Park Tea Roam The
weather was glonous, and the Silent Auction

(the auctron el $800).

After the moming program (summarized be-
low), a hilarious awards ceremony (in which
Mary Lynn Dobson and Marcy Reed gave away
crazy hats as prizes to deserving members of the
Service Committee), and a good catered lunch,
there was a choice of three outings for the after-
noon. Actually, it was possible to combine two of
the outings (and many people did): a short hike
through the spectacular rock formations of Sav-
ageGardens (where we saw rare ferns and a coop-
erative snake), followed by a boat ride on Norris
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Reservoir (last ride of the season!). Another
grouptook a longer hike through the Norris wa-
tershe

Summary -of the moming program. State
Parks director Mark Williams had to cancel at
thelast moment, butour two other speakers fully
used the timefor outstandingpresentations. Scott
Davis, Executive Director of The Nature Conser-
vancy of Teanessee, talked about the changing
perspective of TNC. From concentrating on iso-
lated purchases ofhabitat for s peciesof special
interest, emphasis changed, first, to ecosystem
ecology, and aow to functional landscapes, i.e.,
collections of ecosystems. The cument eco-
regional planning approach is outlining 63-6¢
large physiographic regions for which plans are
scheduled to be completed by the end of 2002
Subsequent implementation will be very chal-
lenging because TNC figures that we have only
20-30 years left before possibly irreversible
changes could occur. Because TNC obviously can’t
buy all the lands that need to be protected, it
will work at building functional relationships
with a number of constituencies. TNChas a his-
tory of not engaging in public policy, but feels
theremay be a need to develop proactive legisla-
tion.

Dodd Galbreath, Director of Policy for the
Tennessee Dept. of Environment and Conserva-
tion, talked very knowledgeably about the gen-
eral matter of a state lands policy, as well as
about numerous specific issues TCWP has been in-
volved in. Thestate lacks a clearly stated lands
policy, mainly because of its budget problems and
the absence of steady revenues. The failure to
achieve tax reform isa major threatto thestabil-
ity and viability of public lands, and might lead
to more commercialactivities an such lands. At
the same time, the state has recently meived
and is continuing toreceive, additionallands: the
TVA lands avound Cohumbia (12,000 acres), the
Bridgestone/Furestone donation of Scott’s Gulf
(~10000 acres), Cumberland Teail lands pur-
chased with TDOT money, donations near exist-
ingState Parks, etc. Among other problems the
state needs to tackle are air-quality policy for
the Smokies, finding a place for OHVs to keep
them out of sensitive areas, state water-supply
policy, adjacent land uses around public lands,
etc, etc.

Report on other TCWP events
* Public Lands Day activities at the Worthing-
ton Cemetery Ecological Study Area, September




23. About 30 people participated in a plant-
identification walk, led by Larry Pounds, and
then setto work cleaningout exoticplants.

« “The last great wildemess project,” a multi-

media presentation on the impacts oil devel-
opment would have on the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), was presented in
Oak Ridge, 9/24, and Kunoxville, 9/25 (co-
sponsored bythe Harvey Broome Group of the
Sierra Club). Over 30 people attended each of
these inspirational programs, which tumed out
10 be extremely timely since the Senate was
about totake up 52557 (see 17D, above), and
many of «s went home to contact our senators
(the bill was not brought up).

Gift Ide: Bl Russell donates
Obed print; snd tee shirts are now
avallable In color

Bl Russell has donated a dramatic B&W
photograph of the Obed River gorge to be made
ntoa 16 x 20° posker. This signed poster is now
availablefor$12 (+ $4 S&H) as a fund raiser for
TCWP.

And, ou tee shirts will be available on col-
oredbackgroundafterDec.15. These, too, sell for
$12 (+$4 S&H). Toorder oneor both ikems, call
Sandra K. Goss at865-522-3909, oce-mail her at

And, whileyourmind is an gift giving, don't
forget the absolutely free TCWP membership you
@n give to a friend or relative (see our recent
mailing).

Specisi mentions

jecades-long TCWP member and
pastTCWP President, recentlyreceived the Life-
time Achievement Award, presented by the
Morgan Cownty News. The paper ran a special
tabloid with its October 5 issue that features nu-
@erous articles and congratulatory ads lauding
Oon's marvelous record of activities  and
achievements. The greatest amang these include
the Obed Wild & Scenic River, the Cumbuhnd
Trail, and Frozen Head - but mere
thesebarely scratchesthe surface (to say nolhlng
ofthosenoteven mentioned).

back in August from a year of
traveling (33,821 miles), camping, and hiking all
through the USA (with forays into Canada and
Mexico) with husband Bill Allen and daughter
Mei, has plunged back into TCWP activities. But
ontopof that, she brainstormed the idea for the
Oak Ridge School System o celebrate its stand-
ing among the country’s top 100 (and 2* in the
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South), and got the Coundil 1o erect signs tothat
effect at city entrances.

« Babs McBride designed the attractive brochure
aml e for ou Annual Meeting. Many

* Our pew Mailing Committee sprang into action in
time for assembling NL235. Volunteers on that
occasion were Mary Busey, Den Davis, Tom Tho-
mas, Sandra Goss, and the usual stalwarts, Frank
Hensley and Charlie Klabunde. Thanks to eve-
ryone!

G. TCWP hss new display board
With the help of a mini-grant from the
River Network/Tennessee Clean Water Network,
Sandra Goss and Marcy Reed, with strong assis-
tance from Ralph Harvey and Deb Haines, de-
veloped an attractive (and readily portable and
modifiable) display board. The display had its
debut at the SAMAB conference inGafinburg in
mid-November.

9. JOB OPENING; CALENDAR; RESOURCES
Iob opeaing. Executive Director, NY-NJ Trail
Contererce’ | Desclineq12/12/00 Tt ave

BA/BS and 5+ years of t experience.
For  more  infonmation,  e-mail  ed-
seah@ovejtcorg or visit
hitp://www.nynjtcorg/

(For details, check
the referenced NL item; or contact Sandra K.
Goss, 423-522-3809, or Marcy
Reed, 423.691-8807, marcyresed@aol.com).

« Dec. 5 and7, Watershed meetings, Limestone and
 Sevierville (120).

c. ), sroping meeting an Oted Climbing
 Plan, Wartburg (116).

« Dec. 8, 2000, Tennessee Conservation Voters An-
nual Fundraiser, 530830, The Onyx Room,
Nashville. TCV is the state’s only lobbying coa-
lition that gives voice to enviconmental organi-
zations, including TCWP. For more_information
about the fundraising event, call 615-251-0309, or
e-mail

+Dec. 9, 2000, "2000 Toonesee Arctic Advocacy

* Radnor Lake Visitor Center, Nash-

onsared by the Alaska Wilderness

League. (How canw ekeepoil developmentoutof

ANWR?) To reserve a space, e-mail barrie-

jeff@hotmail.com



« Dec. 14, 2000, TCWP Holiday Party (18A).

« Dec. 31, 2000, Deadline for Climbing Plan com-
ments (11B).

«January 11, hearing a dam proposal for Obed
tributary (11A).

+January 18, Regional Resource Stewardship
Council meeting, Nashville (15E).

«January 25, TCWP Quarterly meeting on Air
Quality in the Smokies ({ 8B).

« April6-8, 2001, Tennessee Paddle 2001

« May 2123, 2001, 10* AnnualSoutheastern Lakes
Management Conference, Knoxville. The theme
will be “Sustainable Watersheds - Balancing
Multiple Needs.” (Call TVA's Sue Robertson,
423-7513747).

Cublications

« The Tennessee Conservationist, a fine bimonthly
magazine that features excellent articles and
beautiful photographs aboutour state’s fauna and
flora, natural areas, rivers, and parks, may go
intooblivionunless it gets help soon. The maga-
zine's annual budget 0f$154,000 was zeroed by
the legislature this year, 5o all state support will
endby July 2001 Annual subscription rates will
goupin Januaryfrom $10t0$15. Prior to January,
youcan stillgetold rates, includin ga 3.year sub-
scription for $25 (The Tennessee Conservationist,
TDEC, 401 Church Street, L&C Tower, Nash-
ville, TN 37243-0420)

« Bridgestone/Firestone eommissioned former Sen.
Howard H. Baker and John Netherton, both
well-known photographers, to produce the photo
book “Scott’s Gulf: the
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* State Water Quality Fact Sheets, based on very
extensive and diverse information sources, have
been compiled by the Clean Wate: Network. Go
to andclick on State Infor-
mation. Forhard copies, call 202-289-2421.

« TVA has published its Environmnental Report for
1999. It includes information on pollution preven-
tion, watershed health, research and technology,
coal-plant emissions, energy efficiency, etc. For a
copy, call 8656322333, or e-mail to

i . The reportis also available on
TVA’s web site,

« “Invasive Plants and their Effects on Natural Ar-
eas” is an illustrated bochure available by call-
ingtheSE Exotic Pet Plant Coundl(Kris Johnson)
at 865-423-1707.

Miscellaneous Esoumes

« There are numerous trails on TVA public lands.
For information, call 1-800-TVA-LAND.

* The Knoxville Recycling Coalition has recpened
its Waste Xchangeat a new lecation, downstairs
from its office at 1914 Ailor Ave, Knoxville. The
exchange features all sors of materials (desks,
chairs, stationery supplies, etc.) that it picks up
free from local businesses. The items ace lisked on

. Hours are 102, Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays, or call 525-
9694 tomake a specialappointment

« Ifany group you belong to would like a presenta-
tion about the impacts of pawer generation and
the Green Power Switch, contact the Southern Al-
liarce for Clean Energy, 865637-6055, e-mail

i comorG om

Centennial Wilderness” (Rogue Elephant Press).
The bookcontains over 100 photos, a brief history
of the area, and stories from people who have
enjoyed Scott’s Gulf for decades. Profits from the
sale of this book wili be donated to TWRA to
help maintain the Centennial Wilderness.
$39.95 in area bookstores (bookstores may order
by callingngram Book Co. at 1-800-937-8100)
« “A Citizen’s Guide to Fight Small Dams" is a
manual on using political and legal means for
fighting municipal, water-supply, and industrial
dams that require permits under Sec. 404 of the
Clean Water Act (it does not address hydro-
power, agricultural, or federal dams). The man-
ual was developed by the Georgia River Network
and can be accessed on their web site,

R //mrvw sativen.cepl A

« “Freshwater Ecoregions of North America” ed. by
Robin Abell forthe World Wildlife Fund, sys-
tematically assesses the biodiversity of North
American Rivers, lakes and streams. (Island
Press, 2000, 368pp. $70.75).

‘TCWP is a member of
COMMUNITY SHARES



