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Shaded box or star means "Action Needed." Don't be overwhelmed — check the ACTION SUMMARY on p.2!



11. ACTION SUMMARY

1No| Issue chm “Message!" or Action

B |BSF Genera Plen | BSF Superi “Partions of Adjaccnt Arca must be OFF.Lits to ATVS!"
2B | erokee Forest Plan By 1119, submit comments | “Reduce timber harvest inregse wilderuess; ecc!” (see 2B)
2C | Southern Forest Resowres Assmi | USFS, FWS, EPA “Add Cumberiand Piateay as Small Study Area: eic!” (see 2C)
2D | Rowdess Areas protection in NB | Pres. Clinton i 5 i lay!”
2F | Smte laws to proweat forests Justin Wilson “Suppoct strong, comprebensive legislasioo!”

3A | Splitin state parks management | Gov. Sundquist “Strengihen resource-Managemeot portion of parks systean!”
3B |Promn Head land scqusiion | Gov. Sundquist “Work toward acquising Love Mtn portin, toof™

3C | Fall Croek Falls Vice Pres. Gore “Suppart the LUMP; rule out re-miming!™

4A | Consorvarion education Gov. Sundquist “Reeswhlish Office of Conservaticn Education in TDEC!™
4B | Big Brush #2 mine ' TDEC Comment on NPDES permit

4C | Abandooed mine clean-up US Rep; Pres; Vice Pres, | “Spead AML Fund for what it was colecied for!”

4D | Smith Bead acquisition Foothills Land Conservancy | Request educational materials and brochure

4G | Taxreform Your State legislators “Tax reform needad (0 fund conservation programs!”

68 | Smokes’ hormible air quality US Rep. & Semtors “Altow EPA (0 eaforce revised NAAQS ™

7 | Propaedlease of Parcel ED-3 | DOE and Ook Ridger i bo ED3"
8A | Inter.Approp.s dangerous “riders” | Pres Clinton; Sens. & Reps.| “This bill must be vewoed!”

9 || TCWP events, activities ‘Atiend these meetings, outings; participate.

Senator Jobo Doc: ‘The Hon. Jobn Doc: Pres. Bill Cliaton GonerorDon S

United Siates Senate  U.S. House of Represcaiatives  The White House State Capl

Washingion, DC 20510~ Wassingion, DC 20515 ‘Washington, DC 20500 Nesbuile N o
202456-1111; Fax 4562461 615-741-2001; Fax 5329711
ent@whitchouse.gov
Deas Senalor Doe Dear Congreseunan Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Sundquist
Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respectfully yours, Respectfully yours,
Sea. Bill Frist: Sen. Pred Thoapso: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Pu: 202-224-3344; FAX: 202-228-1264  Ph: 2022244944 FAX: 202-228-3679 Phooe: 2012-225-3271

omnl senstor_frisi@ fri

.80V

Loal: 423-602-7977

To

cal any Rep or Senaior, dial

Congressi
‘Weh coptacts:  hew://www house.gov, and http://www.seate.2ov.

e-mail: senaior_thompson
Locsl: 423-5454253

@tboago0seasle. gov

£00883-2369
Local: 4234833366
jonal swilchboa, 202-224-3121. To find out about the status of bills, call 202-225-1772
Gezera) cantact info: hup:/jwwwvov.org
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Two pieces of very good news:
Moratorium on BSF tralls
construction (91R)

Gulf Tract gets needed $$ (92R)

1. OBED and BIG SOUTH FORK

Great news: a trali-construction
moratorlum for the Big 8. Ferk

Our strongly expressed amcems about a
proposal to develop a large multipuspose trail
with associated road extensions (NU228 12B),
and about the methods by which horse trails in
general were being canstrucked (NL226 12B),
have been heeded. The National Park Service
has done what we mged them to do: impose a
moratorium on all trail construction until a Roads
& Trails Plan has been generated. Such a Plan
must follow the General Management Plan
(GMP).

Implicetions for the BSFNNRA GMP

ause there will now pressures
from certain trail users to generate a Roads &
Trails Plan, there is same danger that the GMP
{which must precede that Plan) may get rushed
through in its present, unsatisfactory state
(NL228 24). To remind you, the latest draft of
the GMP, while in same ways an improvement
over the original one (NL225, special insert), is

much WOISe in one respect: I of the proposed
units, except for the G row
excludes All Terrain Vehicles. ATVs  are

excluded from the Gorge Area anyway because of
the language of the authorizing legislation, so
theGMP draft gives o additional protection.

Some argue that this problem can be “fixed”
by the specifics of the Roads & Trails Plan
However, touse an analogy, the GMP is like the
Constitution, under which individual laws are
promulgated. An individual law does not give
permanent protection unless it is backed by the
permanency and authority of the Constitution.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: We need tosend aloud
and clear, yet simple, message before the draft
GMP gets cast in stone: the GMP must designate a
portion of the Adjacent Area that is kept off-
limits to Al Terrain Vehicles. Send a short
letier, postcard, or e-mail as soon as youcanto
Superintendent Reid Detering, BSFNRRA, {4564
Leatherwood Rd., Oneida, TN 37841; 423-569-
9778; e-mail BISO_Superintendent@nps.gov).
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Park Servica meats TCWP request
for high-iavel meeting

In a letter of Sept. 21 to Jerry Belson, Director of
the Southeast Region of the National Park
Service, TCWP expressed its strang concem about
the direction in which the Obed Wild & Scenic
River and the Big South Fork NRR A seem to be
heading. In particular, we are concemed about
the lack of leadership (stil no Obed
superintendent), the lack of adequate funding for
cesource protection and operations, and the lack
of effort foward iring the rest of the lands
that are authorized for completing the parks. In
our letter, we requested a ocweting with Mr.
Belson to discuss the future of these parks. Wi
expressed our willingness to travel to Atlanta, but
would prefer if he could came to this area to

personnaly view the esoues and potential
Trreats to them.

Ms. Belson subsequently instructed Reid
Detering, the new superintendent of the Big
South Fork NRRA, 0 set wp a meeting with us,
and this will take place in the near futwe. In
addition Mr. Belson also hopes to meet with ts
personally. We look forward to same positive
and productive interactions.

Paddie 2K (TP2K)

Obed conservation
A big rendezvous of area paddling
chibs and conservation planned for the
April 7-9 weekend in Wir\burg, will foaus o
conservation of the Obed system and the Obed
National Wild & Scenic River. Dale Robinson,
whose brainchild this is, has already secured co-
sponsorshup from a large eumber of paddling
(including the American Whitewater
Association), some conservation groups (TCWP
and NPCA), and the Park. We view this event as
an excellent opportunity ¥ increase popular and
political support for the several things still

badly needed for Obed protection (e.g.,
for land acquisition and resource protection). As a
., the TCWP Water Issues Comnittee
is working to include conservation items among

the activities.

Tenn
to etre.

Prominent among the planning teams being
organized is the Conservation Team, which
includes Danielle Droitsch, NPCA (457-7775),
Chuck Estes (482-7374) and Ralph Harvey (423-
974-8387 or 974-5553), TCWP. TCWP will have
an educational booth at the Wartburg celebration
area, which will probably be located in the open



space between the Obed Visitor Center and the

Court House. Other possible activities
being considered by the TP2K Conservation Team
are a stream-ecology and water-sampling event,
a wild-F.ower walk, and rafting of Nemo Rapids
provided for people who have had ro river

‘would be most welcome, as would offers of help.

g South Fork enters
Wetershed Management cycle

For its water-quality assessments and
regulations, TDEC’s Division of Water Pollution
Control has, since 1996, uwsed a watershed
management approach that employs 5.year
management cycles. The Big South Fork
watershed has just entered Year 1 of the cycle,
whichbegins with planning and data collection.

TCWP members Tom Berg, Marcy Reed, and
Lee Russell attended the kick-off public meeting
at Jamestown on Sept. 14 We learned that the
studies will be conducied by two DWPC offices:
the Knoxville office is handling the eastem half
(New River watershed. While Oak Creek, Bear
Creek, etc), and the Nashville office the
westem half (Clear Fork watershed, North
White Oak Creek, eic.).

At the meeting, we listed the following

amang potential problems that should be

addressed in the studies: effects of large-scale

logging; pollution from abandoned mining sites;

impacts of water-supply and other small
in the

F.
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We meet with Obad climbers
concerning need for 0 Plan
Three members met an Oct18 with 3
leading and nsponsxbla b of the climbing
communi o concems about
resource dimagt within the Obed WSR that has
been by some less-than-responsible
chmbers (1226 1C), and about the fact that an
infrastructure has been established, without
planning or review, on lands intended to be wild.

The 3 climbers present were clearly
aboutavoiding eesource damage. They offered o
work with us Yo repair some of the damage that
has already oscurrd, and they propased to
develop (with input from us) a pamphlet &
avoiding damage and on the implications of the
“wild" classification of the river syskm. Such a
pamphlet would be distributed through climbing-
supply stores. Most important, they agreed that
a Climbing Management Plan aeeds to be
developed, and that they would participate in
requestingone.

Sucha Planwouldbe executed within the spirit
of the legislation and the provisions of the
already approved General Management Plan. It
would designate regions of the in which
dlimbing trails would be either permitted or
forbidden, and would specify the types of
development allowed in creating such trails. Our
very positive meeting with the climbers was an
important step in achieving a Climbing Plan and
in establishing good lines of communication

use that might cause erosion, such as ORVs or
ATVs. A National Park Service representative,
like us, i water-supply
ents as potential problems (water
quantity is a water-quality issue). He added
brine fram oil & gas well and
sedimentation sours of various kinds. The BSE
watershed supports over 25 mussel species,
including 5-6 listed as endangered or threatened,
someof which reproduce only. in this watershed.

Incidentally, the removal of the old
Brewster Bridge (now replacedby the ultra-high
H'way 52 bridge) will adversely impact
endangered mussels, unless the piers are left in
place. Unfortunately, the decision on whether o
not to do this will be entirely an interagency
matter, with no place forpublic input

to Comm.

In appreciation for his important role in
broketing a successful compromice on the Tier-3
(ONRW) designation for the Obed (NL228 §1:
NL229 §1A), TCWP will present Cammissioner
Hamilton with a framed photographic
entargement of a view of the Obed gurge (photo
by Bill Russell), inscribed with ow thanks. The
presentation will be made during the
Commissioner's appearance at the SAMAB
meeting in Gatlinburg on Nov. 2.

Emory River Watershed Assoc.
may be formed
[Contributed by Jani Lovegrove]

Interested citizens and stakeholder of the
Emory/Obed area have been meeting over the
past 3 months to discussthe possibility of starting
an Emoty River Watershed Association. This
would promote watershed awareness through
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‘educational o] ities and activities for
stakeholders of all agesin the region. Attendance
at the meetings has included lmdowmfs,
farmers, businesswn, g overnment

(state, coumty and feders), Tocal e
board aember, educators and other interested
citizens.

The meetings have covered a manber of
diverse topics. General information for starting a
watershed association was presented by Tam
McDonough (TVA), whoalso listed oppoctunities
for attending water-quality workshops. Ed Smith

Best Management Practices i forestry.

assessment/condiion of the Emory River

watershed. The next meeting will fous o
smeams impacted by abandoned mining
operations, and there will be 2

brainstorm future opportunities that interested
stakeholders may get involved in. Hopefully,
thegroup will be able encourage local citizens to
accept the challenge of working with goverment
and industry toward acceptable management of
the natural csouras while preserving local
culture, customs, and econoenics.

Obol cepsules
rom the Obed Watershed Aséoc. of Cwrberland Cy.|

. C:lebnle the Obed River with Song and Music,

Sunday Nov. 7, 2:30-3:30 p.m. CST, Lilly Bluff
overlook. Carpooling from the Highland Plaza
{Kroger) at 1:30 p.m. For further info, call 931-
484-0937.

Mead Corporation has bought timber rights to a
large acreage in the headwaters of the Clear
Creek, near Maylandand 1-40. It is reported that
theyintendto clearcutthe property over the next
5 years and have already built extensive

roads into the area. Unless erosion is very
carefully controlled, there could be extensive
damage to aquatic species downstzeam. Because
1o regulatory tools are presently available,
citizen pressure an Mead Corp. would seem
important.

The Crossville Urban Growth Plan, es addressed
by a recent joint Planning Commission meeting,
projected rapid growth, a water-supply dam a1
the Caney Fork, reads for commercial
development an the north- as well as south-side
of 1-40, and a growth area designated in Clear
Creek headwaters. (For further info, contact Don
Clark at 931-277-5467, or clarkid@multipro.com

>
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2. CHEROKEE NATIONAL FOREST
AND OTHER FOREST ISSUES

Outlook geed for Gulf Tract

wted in part by Dan "Wingfoot” Bruce]
Located between the French Broad River and
the Smokies, partly on the west slope of Max
Patch (oneof the finest grassy balds), ovulooked
by 9 miles of the A.T., andalmost

national forest land along the Tennessoe NG
line, the 6,820-acre Gulf Tract clearly needs to be
added to the public domain instead of being sold
for commercial development  The latter,
however, looked likea distinct possibility nless
the US Forest Service could ame wp with
sufficient fmds to the tract from
Champion International, the present owner.

At ourlast report (NL229 15A), the Clinton
Administration had recammended the required
$3.5million for purchase of the Gulf Tract, buta
Senate appropriations committee had allowed

only $500,000, the camesponding House
committee zero. Now, as a result of strong grass-
700t peessure (in which TCWP played a part),
the Conference Committee an
Appropriations has reported out an FY 2000
budgenhil includes the full $3.5 million funding
of the entire Gulf Tract.
Unlnmmalely the  eonference cammittee’s
overall Interior Appropriations bill includes a
number of dangerous anti-environmental ~ riders
(none having to do with the Gulf Tract issue), so
Democrak on the conference committee withdrew
their signatures from the conference bill, but the
full House nevertheless passed it (18A, this NL)
1f the Senate, too, passes the bil! and sends it to
the President, he will probably vetoit because of
the terrible riders.

Should this probable scenario come to pass,
it is unlikely that we will lose the Gulf Tract
appropriation when the bill is reworked, since
the veto has nothing ® do with this item.
However, the process could drag ari for weeks
until we have a final bill that can be signed by
the President into law. We can only sit tight
until then and feel good about having played a
partin what will (hopefully) be a major victory
for protection of critical lands. You can view

photos of the Gulf Tract at
Bitpe /eaiplace com/ gulfindex

Forest ’lln for the Cherokee
{Contai

developed the so-called Rolling Alternative for



the cuaragement plan of the Southem
Appalachian National Forests, which  include
the Cherokee NF (CNF). This alternative
attempts to add prescriptions for NF units based
largely anbits and pieces of camments from the
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6

cesUring or maintaining ecosystems, or habitat

restoration.  Most of the Cherokee National

Forest would fall into a category where

commercial harvest is allowable under certain

conditions. The plan calls for enough wood
i

howthe forests are managed

As stated by the USFS, lhe goal of the
Rolling Alternative is to addre

« the Fogest Service's overall Naturai Resource
Agenda

* the Regional Forester's emphasis areas

+ the issues common 1o ail National Forests

* theissues unique to each National Forest.

to the USFS' “Southem Appalachian

Forest Plan Revision Update,” the theme an
emphases of the Rolling Alternative are to
maintain and restore ecosystems
healthy watersheds; provide for sustainable and
diverse ecosystems; support viable plant,
wildlife, and fish populations; and provide for
high-quality recreational opportunities.

chart in that publication provides the
foliowing broad-scale look at same preliminary
allocations i the composite of Southem
Appalachian  Foresk  (excluding  North
Carolina):

« ~400,000 acres for ecosystem
restoration/maintenanceareas

* 200,000+ acresof remote areas

+ zeroacresforforestproduct emphasis areas

+ ~500,000 acres for landscape habitat emphasis

« -620,000 acres forrecreation/scenic emphasis
areas

* -90,000 acres forold growthforest

« ~230,000 acres of special areas (Appalachian
Trail, etc)

+ ~350,000 acres of wilderess (existing plus
recommended).

Overall, the Rolling Alternative has some
g00d elements and some disappointing and very
bad ones. It goes a fairly long way towards
protecting or maintaining same of the key
Tennessee Mountain Treasures in the southem end
of the CNF. Inseveral cases, these prescriptions
do not go far enough towards protecting
wilderness, and in some cases they are actually
destructive of wildemessvalues.

Additionally, although zero acres are
specifically set aside for forest-product
emphasis, commercial harvest can still take
place under the guise of protecting forest health,

P
supply of timber to local industries ouerfize
However, a study quoted at the October 23
meeting (in Unicoi) showed that, in 1992 (current
figures were not available), the Cherokee
National Forest had over 9 million visitors that
brought in over $8 mllion from tourism. That
same year logging brought in only $1 million.
Because our National Forests only provide for a
very small percentage of harvested timber, and
because that timber is heavil i
perhaps timeto consider eliminating the bulk of
timber harvestingin our National Forests.

We urge you to eamment @ the Rolling
Altemative (details in box, below). Ask the
FS to:
Reduce or climinate the amount of tmber
harvested in the CNF and at the very least
reduce the number of prescriptions that allow for
logging. 1 harvestingis to continue, ask that the
sizeof clearcuts be reduced to 10 acresorless.
Increase the amount of acreage set aside for
wildemess androadlessareas
Reduce the area open to motarized vehicles such
as dirt bikes and ATVs (All Terrain Vehicles)
Provide the highest level of protection for
watershed and riparian areas
Place emphasis in the CNF an recreation and
ecosystem_protection, rather than on timber
harvest.

Several meetings have been held to get
public opinion on the Rolling Alternative. The
first two sets of meetings (Oct4-23), following
introductory sessions, required participants 1o
work in facilitated groups o identify items of
cancem with the proposed management plan.
compile a list of cncems, and discuss possible
improvements. The USFS planning team will
review the possible improvements and make
recommendations to the Forest Supervisor and
staff.

The last set of meetings (dates and locations
below) is directed toward reviewing and fine-
tuning the local management prescription
allocations. Copies of the management area
descriptions and all the alternatives  being
considered will be available at the meeting.
Oiscussion will most likely focus specifically e



@)

(3)

'WHAT YOU CAN DO:
1tis important to attend one of the remaining

Information sources:

the rmowres of each particular district. Al
meetings are from 69 p.m

Oct 28 (Thurs.), Unicoi, TN, Ranger Station, 4400
Unicoi Drive

Nov 2 (Tues), Greeneville, TN, Trinity United
Methodist Church, 524 Tusculum Blvd.

Nov 4 (Thurs.), Tellico Plains, Ranger Station,
250 RangerStation Road

Nov 9 (Tues.). Benton, TN, Old Ocoee Baptist
Church on Zion Valley Road.

The actual draft of the management plan is
not due until next July. Once released, there will
be 90 days to comment on the plan

meetings, which provide additiana)

assew of each district.

By Nov. 9, submit your comments on the Rolling
Alternative - see above for suggastions. Ynn can
e-mail to

il themn to LMP, Crerokee Rational Forest, PO
Box 2010, Cleveland, TN 37320.

Call Red Anderson (423-476.9737) to requesta
copy of the management-area desaiptions and
the altematives. Ask that you be put on the
wailing list for a copy of the draft management
plan when it comes out nextJuly.

Cherokee National Forest Planner, Red Anderson
(423-476.9737); The Cherokee NF website,
www.r8web.com/cherokee/.

Info on USES tecminology, andaction suggestions,
are also available from Dean Whitworth (Sierra

NL 230,10/26/99
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those of the USFS. State forestry agencies are
also includedin the project team.

On behalf of TSRA, Mary Buckner recently
wged the study team to address the following
issues:

Effect of timber-harvesting methods an water
quality

Impact of conversion to pine plantations m
biodiversity

Impact of coal-fired power plants (i.e., SO, and

NO, air pollution) on forest health
* Recommy

endations for laws and rege to enforce
Best Management Practices
Examination of environmentally  sensitive
harvesting techniques.

Thislistmay give you some ideas on issues to
urge the team to address. We might, in addition,
suggest the need for corsidering cumulative
impacts when individual permits ate issued; the
need fornotice and reporting requirements when
cuts beyond a certain size are contemplated; and
the placement of regulatory authority into
agencies other than merely forestiy departments,
whose concem is )y commercial timber.

TSRA also rsomaended that  the
Cumberland Plateau be corsidered an initial
small study area to document the impact of
curent demands e the forests, watersheds,
eomamunities, and local econamiss This is an
excellent suggestion that each commenter might
want to reiterate.

Club) 423-727-7214.

Southarn Fo.
Resource Assessment

The important, somprehensive multi-agency
assessment of private and public southem forest
eesousres (N1.228 13A and 17B) has a two-year
deadline and a huge potential agenda. Yet the
budgetisa trifling $200,000. The status of forest
resources must be evaluated for 13 states, as well
as for one or more selected smaller areas. There
clearly won'tbe any money for new research, and
some of the existing information is outdated. In
addition to the US Forest Service (lead agency),
federal agencies involved in the study are EPA,
US Fish & Wildlife Service, and TVA, and it is
to behoped that they will be equal partners, as
well as matching resources and staff time with

WHAT YOU CAN DO: As soon as possible, send
comments to David Wear, USFS, POBox 12254,
Reseatch Triangle Park, NC 27705, And/or e
mail to the following:

SFS: mdombeck/wodks fed us
jamie_clark@fws.gov
A: fox.chuck@epa gov
Visit the project Web site at
‘wrw.srs fs.fed.us/sustainand send caoonents.

President decrees
rotection for netional forests

On Oct. 13, President Clinton directed the US
Forest Serviceto develop (and propose forpublic
comment) regulations to provide long-term
protection for most or all of the inventoried
roadless areas, as well as for smaller areas in
national forests that warrant protection. The
finalregs are to reflect the best available science
and give careful consideration toto the full range




of ecological, econcmic, and  social
inherent inthe roadlesslands.

values

Merely having a president assert that
national forest have a higher than to
supply timber is a watershed departure (double-
meaning intended!) from prior national policy.
(Past, administrations have been entirely biased
toward timber production, even ignorin

environmental law where national forests were
concemed). Pres. Clinton made the announcement
in a Virginia national forest, suggesting a shift in
attention to the Southeast, just as much of the
nation'stimber cuttinghas shifted to our region.

In the Cherokee NF, under existing plans,
345 000 0f 632,000 acres (55%)are open to logging

road constructon (a mere 10.6% are
pemunenlly protected fiam timber harvesting
through Wildemess designation), and there are
1400 miles of roads The new regulations
proposed by the President would protect about
87,000 acres of inventoried roadless areas in the
Cherokee (we dont yet have information about
additional smaller ~areas).  Nationwide, 40
million acres in national forests (a little over
20%) would be protected fram road building
(unfortunately, Alaska’s Tongass NE was net
included in the blanket protection). The process
that culminated in the President’s recent
annourcement began with a moratorium on road
construction and timber sales in roadless areas,
announced by USFS Chief Mike Dombeck in
January 1998 (NL220 1).

As expected, forestindustry groups are crying
foul There are several ways in which the
Clinton plan might not come te fruition: the
needed administrative actions (finalizing the
regs)m ghtnot be completed before the president
leaves office; an unsympathetic next president
couldreverseit; an unsympathetic Congress could
impede it. LET THIS BE A REMINDER OF
WHAT'S AT STAKE IN THE NEXT ELECTION!

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Express yoursincere
appreciationto Pres. Clinton (addresson p.2)and
urge that the regs be finalized as quickly as
possible. Watchfor opportunities whenyoucan
conmenton the proposedregs

z
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“categorical _ exclusion” which asserts that
tim ber sales below a certain sizearenot subjectsto
the provisions of NEPA (the National
Environmental Policy Act). In September, a
federal DistrictCourt Judge ruled that the USFS
had acted illegally. This judicial nuling, which
will affect 110,000 acres nationwide, is the first
one to affect the National ForestSystem as a
whole.

State legisietion mnnd
to protect fore
Con b oy Gil Melear- Hough, SOCM]

The savond nelf of the 2year legislative
session starts on January 11, 2000, and efforts
continue to protect Tennessee’s forests. TCWP's
ally, Save Our Cumberland Mountains (SOCM),
hastwo forestry bills in the legislature, ready to
go- [See NL227 §3A for additional forestry bills,
Ed]

Forest Practices Act, SB
lssl(Fowlex)/HB 427 (Stulce), also known as the
“Comprehensive Bill.” This would retum the
Division of Forestry from the Dept. of Agriculture
to the Dept. of Environment of Conservation,
require permits for commercial harvesting above
a certain_acreage, require licensing of loggers,
reqy Management Practices, require
permits for chipmills, etc. (sce NL227 3A for
more details)

The Tennessee Forest Industnies Ecomomic
Development and Taxpayer Protection Act, SB
1754 (Kyle)/HB 1570 (Curtiss. Modeled an a
successful Kentucky law of B95, the bill requires
the State to undertake a forest-resource
assessment, to analyze the impacts of
potential over-harvesting, prior to _granting

incentives for wood-products industries
to locate in Tennessee.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

Contact Justin Wilson, Deputy to the Governor for
Policy (G 10, State Capitol, Nashville, TN
37243, or jwilson@mail state.tn.us). Ask him to
supportstrong comprehensiveforestry
legislation. If possible, add personal reasons for
believing thatweneedto prokectour forestsfrom
industrial harvesting

Court shuts down timber seles
on 110,00 ecres nationwide

The US Forest Service has for years allowed
timber sales under a loophole called the

and chip mills.

Host an in-district meetingwith your State
Representative and/or State Senator. Gil
Melear-Hough hasofferedto help organizesuch
meetings, which are incredible powerful. Call
him at the SOCM office, 423-426-9455.




A

3. STATE PARKS

Spiit in State s management

Starting Oct.1, the State Parks Division,
formerly managed by Asst. Comonissioner Walter
Butler, was splitin two. Pam Hewlett (man was
named Assistant Comunissioner to manage all
retail and marketing aspects, and ¥ direct the
state’s 7 resortinns, 8 golf courses, 9 restaurants,
marinas, and Parks-operated gift shops. Walter
Butler, continuing ¥ managethe cemainderof the
State Parks Division, will hcus an cultural and
natural interpretation and conservation, park
facilities and their maintenance, and park
properties in general. This adminis trative
change was touted as a move to strengthen the
resource-management role of the traditional state
park system.

TCWP's Jors Lovegrove subsequently wrote to
Gov. Sundquist, asking for specifics of this stated
objective. The following were among her points.

« Concern that manpower will be sapped from the
already depleted resource-management staff.

. that Plaoning Section persannel that
dealt with resourceissueshave been dispersed.

* A recommendation that revival of the Office of
Conservation Education would be fitting for the
newly constituted Parks Division (see 14A,
below,

* A recommendation that parks programming be
focusedon nature interpretation.

+ A carvem that park inspector teams are ignoring
resource aspects of park management and
concentrating on resort aspects.

« A strong request to expedite land acquisitions and
notuse any of the existing land-acquisition funds
for resort development.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: _Wiite to Gov. Sundquist
(address on p.2) and urge him % implement the
statedmotivesof the split and, in {acl
strengthen the resource management portion of
the State Parks system. Support any of Joni's
points thatyou feel stronglyabout. If possible,
send copies to Comm. Hamiltonand Asst.
Commissioner Butler (401 Church St,. L&C
Tower, Nashville, TN, 37243-0435).

Frozen Head -
prospacts for partisl acquisition
[Contributed by Jors Love
We started over two yeus ago an ow efforts
o have the state acquire 3,200 acres 8
Frozen Head State Park and Natural Area.
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These lands, which had then just been bought by
the Forestland Group (FLG), constituke the
viewshed and watershed for mudi of Frozen
Head.

Little do visitors to Frozen Head realize
how much of what they see is not in public
ownership. Next time you stand an the porch of
the Visitor Cemu, notice that the bowndary line
goes only to the FLG owrs everything
Eoyend the blue markers, al the way to the top
of the mountain. Similarly, i you look out the
back of the Visitor Center you will see that the
Boundary Trail is only a few feet from the door;
allthe land beyond is also owned by FLG.

The Forestland Group clearly states that it
is an investment company and must show a profit
10 their investors within a 10.year period. We
are nearing Year 3 and the state still hasn't
acquired any of this land. “The primary product
of the fimVs acquision and
strategies,” states the FLG portfolio,
sawtimber.” FLG is presently clear-cutting on the
Emory River; this is a valid amcem and should

the state %o expedite the process of
acquiring the Frozen Headtract.

Current state acquisition mechanisms make
the process very slow. Because purchase of 3,200
acres would deplete the Stete Acquisition Fund.
IDEC (Tenn. Dept. of Envt and Conservation)
decided that it would initially purchase only a
portion of the property (Love Mountain Tract)
and obtain the remainder (Bird Mountain Tract)
as money became available.  The order of
acquisition was subsequently reversed, with Bird
Mountain comingfirst. Bird Mountain is o the
left of the valley, as you drive up toward Frozen
Head, and it is slated to be traversed by several
milesof the Cumberland Trail.

If the Bird Mountain acquisition does go
through, it will probably be all we'll see fiom
this administration for Frozen Head. We need to
keep pushing until the entire acquisition is
mmplmd how ever longthat may take!

The following are some argument in support
of this land acquisition:

* Natural-and cultural-resource protection

* Several rare and endangered species have been
identified on this land

15 archeological sites were identified in a 1983
inventor

« The Boundary Trail is actually partly o FLG
property



* 34 cniles of the Cumberland Trail are designated
togo through thisproperty

« Potential developments in FLG tracts would be
incompatible with Goal 1 of the State Park's
MasterPlan

« Logging would cause immediate adverse impacts
an Flat Fork Creek, which is a designated
reference stream

« Protecting Froaen Head’s viewshed
wate rshedisan economic”plus”for thearea

* The earlier designation of the area in

e, the new FLG property) as Unsuitable for

Mining under Federal law (SMCRA) was a very

svmgsme and Federal statement in supportof

protecting the aesthetic resource of Frozen Head.

Acquiring the land would complete this

protection.

© We waited for years, in vain, for the previous
owner to be willing to sell the land. Now, with
FLG, we havea once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

and

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Gov. Sundquist
(address p2) towork toward acquiringthe whole
tract, including Love Mountain. Perhaps the
willing seller, FLG, can enter into a contract to
hold the land untilthestateis able to purchase
. Send a copy toTDEC Commissianer Hamilton
{401 Church St.. L&C Tower, Nashville, TN,

37243-0435).

Fell Creek Felis ~
finel countdown for LUMP

The final EIS on the SOCM/TCWP Lands
Unsuitable for Mining Petiton (LUMP) is
scheduled to be available for review by the end
of October, Ouring the final review period (30
days) comments will be accepted, but ro formal
hearing is likely 10 be held. A decision on the
LUMP is expected before the endof theyear.

Dumg the past 2-3 months, committed
@embers of SCM, TCWP and friends have sent
over 3,000 postcards to Vice President Gore asking
his support. Now, withtheE®abouttobe issued
and a_decision to be made son thereafter, it is
more important thanever to keep up thepressure.

he following paragraph is condensed from the

DEC Hot S penagrop)

The sate "o Tennessee has heid many with

OSN. Recognizing that designtion o the area as
unsuitable for could be a temporary solution,
ihe Satesoughtnew altmtivs that would provide

a permanent protecting the park and

would clean existis

si
R/ Forww state tn s/environment epo/fallree
W Eilireck b “Techetca) Contach, David Turner

€
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(423-594:5529); Policy Contact, Dodd Galbreath
(615- 532-8545).

What the above mears is that re-mining is
offered by the State as an acceptable form of
ceclamation in the Fall Creek Falls (FCF)
watershed. SOCM and TCWP have issued an
official _statement that re-mining is nQl
acceptable for the following reasons:

It would disturb the highly acidic and toxic
Sewanee coal seam

The FCF watershed is o place to experiment
with new technologies

To ouke re-mining economically feasible, the
operation would have fo disturb an are:

larger than the current abandoned anines

An OSM rule published 2/12/%9 exempted re-
ining operations om standards of the federal
surface mininglaw.

WHATYOU CANDO:

Without delay, contact BeveslyBrock, Oﬂm of
SurfaceMiningin Knoxvilte (423-545-410;
ext146; esta mpy of
Abe Final EIS, so you can provide informed
comments, if needed { the SOCM office, 423426
9455, will have additional copies available].

(2) Contat Vice President Gore and urge him to
suppoct the Fall Creek Falls LUMP (Old
Executive Office Building, Washinglon DC 20501,
202456-2326;

(3 Inall communications, strongly oppose re-ining
as a “solution.”

.

Friends of Pickstt being formed
[Contiibuted byFrankH ky]

Pickett staff are a group called
“Friends of Pickett Sme Park” and they're
‘hoping that many of us will join. To do so, send a
postcard to:

Pickett State Park

Attn: Meredith Mullen

4605 Pickett Park Highway

Jamestown, TN 38556.

A complimentary subscription to the TCWP
Newsletter is being sent to the park office.

(In our next NL, look for interesting news o
protective land acquisitions around Pickett]

4. OTHER STATE ISSUES

Office of Conssrvetion Educstion
should be reinstated
[Contrioaed by Tont Lovegrove]
Starting in 193, the Tenn Dept of
Conservation had an Office of Environmental



Education, headed by Jim Bailey. For years, this
office was the home of many fine programs an
teacher workshops. Later, it also served as the
home for nationally recognized programs such as
Project Wild, Project (eaming Tree, and Project
Aquatic. However,about3 years ago, after being
transferred to the Dept. of Education, the Office
of Caservation Education was abruptly
abolished.

In arecent letter to Gov. Sundquist cancerning
the split in our State Parks Program (see 13A,
above), Joni Lovegrove recommended revival of
an Office of Conservation Education as very
fitting for the newly constituted Parks Division,
providing the State is indeed serious about the
Division's mandate for preservation and resources
management (see 13A, above). Environmental
education is the key to changing the current
mindset and the mindset of the future.
Reestablishing the Office of Conservation
Education would further the Parks Division’s
missionand would also be a good public relations

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write toGov. Sunquist
(address on p2) and urge that the Office of
tion Education be inthe

points are made by
* Acvordiny
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on LUMP). SOCM has found that Skyline*
repeatedly violated its permit, with high levels
oftoxic and acidic substancesentering the

and surface water. The following additional

ing to information supplied in water-
monitoring data collected by Skyline Coal Co.
and OSM, each of the toxic-materials handling
plans has failed

No significant restoration plans, maintenance,
and protection of water resources are recorded
within the permit

The amount of treated wastewater discharged
over the next five years will affect the
Sequatchie Watershed. Insufficient water
monitoring data from thepermit makeit difficult
to evaluate these impacts.

3of the 4previously permitted sites in the area
are row perpetual treatment sites. This is a
strong indicat.onthatthe Big Brushsite is also a
candsdate forsevere acidand toxic mine drainage
probiems.

*[The Skyline Co. has stated that it is going out
of business. The SOCM Stripmine Committee is
somewhat skeptical in view of it experience
with other mining companies that have used this
tactic to stop opposition.]

sme Parks Division of the Tenn. Dept. of

Envirorumen t& Conservation.

Permit renews! requested
for Big Brush #2

Background: Over two years ago, SOCM and
TCWP sued the Office of Surface Mining (OSM)
for granting the Skyline Co. a permit for its Big
Brush #2 mne that failed to require adequate
water-quality monitoring, amang other things
(NL2i8 95B). The lawsuit was largely successful
indecreeing improved monitoring (N1226 §5D)

Skyline has now requested a renewal of its
NPOES

(water with

Buren and Sequaichie Countes. Unfortunately,
this NL reaches you too late to encourage your
participation in 'a 10/28/9 Water Pollution
Control Div. hearing an this renewal request.
TCWP was represented by Exec. Dir. Marcy Reed.

The Big Brush mine is located near Fall
Creek Falls SP, though not in its watershed
However, Skyline has miningoperations within
the watershed, too (see 13C. this NL, forarticle

WHATYOUCANDO: Written comunen s canbe
submitted to Don Owens, Tenn. Dept. of

Pike, Suite 220, Knoxville, TN 37921-5602; or fax
(423) 5946105

Need to cleen up
endoned minee
The estimated cost ol Termessee's
283 abandoned coal mines (which continue to
have major adverse impacts an water quality,
amang other things) is $29 million. The
Abandoned Mine lands (AML) Fund has
accumulated $15 Lillion, but this sum is being
wsed #o offset the federal deficit, so 11.000
aband mines  nationwide  remam
unreclaimed. The AML Fund is scheduled to go
outof business in 2004

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Get yourCongressman,
Pres. Clinton, and Vice President Gore (addresses
Pp2) to support spex\dmg the AML Fund on what it

the mines and our wﬂ(ers butwould create jobs ~
1,000in Tennesseealone,




Cempelgn to acquire Smith Bend
for cranes end

ibuted
The  Foothills has
lamnched a $19 million fundraisingcampaign to
save Smith Bend on the Tennessee River. This
tract of land consists of 2,500 acres located in
Rhea County TN. Smith Bend is used by more
than 20 species ofducks, % species of shorebirds,
several threatened songbirds, and a growing flock
sandhill cranes that over-winter at the upper
end of the Chickamauga Reservoir. The wetland
portions, once purchased, will be managed bythe
Tennessee Wildlife Resousces Agency (TWRA) as
a refuge, and the upland partions as a wildlife

managementarea.

The cranes will be arriving in November.
They can be viewed from the observation area at
Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge off Hwy 60 just north
of Birchwood, TN. You may obtain a road map
from the Conservancy website (see box). To help
increase awareness and interest in the Smith
Bend Campaign, the Foothills Land Conservancy
s offering a school curriculum packet, poster and
video about Smith Bend free of charge to area
schools and educators.

WHAT YOUCANDO: Torequestthe
educational materials ora Smith Bend brochure,
visit the Conservancywebsiteat

www.foothillsland.org, or call 1-800-601-9763.

Note by Ed.: The Mead Corp. i selling the tract
for $6.9 million, toward which TWRA wil! spend

the equivalent of 2 years worth of State
Wetlands Acquisition Find money (-85 million).
Fotother interesting facts aboutthis acquisition,
see NL22815E

Committes to raview ONV Policles
{Basedoinf ofrom TDEC"s“Hot List"}
ouv; (off nghway Veh:des) include 4xds,
, dint bikes, f such vehicles
consmuled a mgh propoxhon of those who
testified at public meetings held on Tennessee's
first comprehensive Greenways and Trails Plan
(NL228 5D). The State is currently putting
finishing touches on this Plan, which was
developed by the Govemor's @
Greenways & Trails through the Recreation
ResourcesDivision,

Because of demands by OHV users, and
problems associated with this form of recreation,
a special committeeis being convened to review
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state policies goveming the use of OHVs. These
vehicles are increasing in popularity and use.
Isues % be discussed, include noise and
envirorumental impact, and the fact that many
outdoor enthusiasts do not wish to share trail
areas with motorized recreationists. Liability
for private, state, and federal landowners must
also be addressed, as well as regulations against
trespassing.

The Committee is comprised of state and
federal agency representatives and motorized-
and non-mot -recreation representatives.
‘The strategic planning process will probably las(
one year. The Committee will cecmmend h
Tennessee should manage this form of reeceation.
For information an the committee and n the

reenways and Trails Plan, contact Ellen
Williams (615-532-4968).

Re-icensing for Tenn ms
nansuppmbyyhmpymgl
MouTe o ds e ownad by federal

agencies (TVA, Corps of Engineers) and are
exempt from licensing by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC). ~ There are,
however, two major dams in Tennessee that
belongtossetof 4 privately-ownedones operted
under a single FERC lcemse. They are
Calderwood and Chilhowee Dams an the Little
fenvessee River in Blount and Marroe Counties.
Thelicensewas issuedin 1955 and expiresin 2005.
Currently, a scoping document is being developed
that will guide technical studies to take place in
2000-2001. Deadline for this document is Dec.4.

Isthereany interestamongour readers inthe
dam-removal altemative? If no, is there any
interest inshaping the scoping document? Does
anyone have any expertise in benefit/cost
analyses ofdam removal? Ifyou say “yes” to any
of these questions, contact Philip Youg
pyoungl@utkux.utce.utk edu.

A new web page has been set wp to inform and
encuurage environmental and recreational grovps

to participate in the relicensing.  Visit
http://web.utk edu/~pyoungl
Tex reform Is key to funding

CONServ n progrems
From items in this and earlier NLs of this
yesr (e.g. NL228 3D), it should be clear that
Tennessce's conservation and  environment
programs are in a very sonry state financially,
and that protection of our lands and waters will
suffer increasingly as time goes by. Overall,

in state sy i




tax revenues. In a recent inlerview, TDEC
Cammissioner Hamilton said: “We have a tax
system thatdoesn'tworkforthis day and a8 -

1" encourage folks who are cocemed
environmental issues to contect their leglslalors
andtell themthat they supportfunding for these
and other critical programs. We need form

WHAT YOU CANDO: Howabout itfolks? The
legislature willsoonbe calledback [or a special
session on taxes. Contact your legistators without
delay to telithem how youfeel! (See Political
Guideforaddresses,etc.)

X

Comments on
proposed ARAF program

The Aquatic Resource Alteration Permit
(ARAP) program applies to the alteration or
destruction of ouw states streams, rivers, and
wetlands. ARAP regulations must be as strong as
possible to ensure the protection of our waters.
The present NL unfortunately reaches you too
lateto alert you toa series ofimportant hearings
on the State’s proposed program. We
contact the Tennessee Clean Water Network
(cleanwaternt@igcapcorg, or call Danielle
Droitsch at 423-457.7775) to find ou whether
wnitten submssions are still in order, and what
the suggested talking points are.

8. TVA ISSUES

Melton Hill Rese voi, Land Management Plan
The TVA Board approved this Plan en April 21,
choosing the Preferred Altemative (B). The
altenatives were described in some detarl in
NL225 7C.
support for the altemati've (B} that has now ben
our several ceasans fordoing s
the Worthington Cemetery tract
(which we are committed to maintain as an
environmental education area, see also 19E, this
NL) was assigned to the “industrial” zone in
Alternative A, but to “Sensitive Resource
Management” in Altemative B. For further
information onthis Plan, call 423-986-2440.

* Lower Watts Bar Management Unit: Draft Plan

This Draft Plan addresses lands along both
shorelines of Watts Bar, from the dam upstreain
to Tennessee River Mile 543. The TVA-managed
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public lands comprise 3,481 acres, including the
€oochee Peninsula, the dam reservation and
severalembayments. TVA prefers Altermative C
“because it would result in wildlife habitat

cements, improved forest vigor, increased
collaboration  with ~ conservation and
IWRA,  and \prove
opportunities.”

ips
recreational

5(_ The cmrent period ends Nov. 20. 1f you

have questions o want to request a copy of the
Plan/DEA, call Richard L. Toermissan (423-988-
2444) or RalphJordan (423-632-1604).

B. TVA and EPA to collaborate

on environmental protection

Inlate August, TVA and EPA’s SE Regional
Office signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) to share expertise and resources in trying
to solve the region’s environmental problems.
This is actually a renewal of a similar MOU the
agencieshad 15 years ago, but which had been
allowed 1o lapse. Specific efforts, which have
not yet been announced, will probably include
reduction of air pollution, reforestation of clear-
cut lands, and wetlands restoration. EPA’s
regulatory and enforement side will apparently
notbe involvedinthe agency interactions, which
will be rimartly with research, data
gathering, and brainstorming,

c. ip

cuunell for TVA

wrote to TVA Chairman, Craven
Crowzll, requesting to be considered for the
environmental-organization seat an the proposed
Regional Resource S\ewardsmp Council. This is
a public adv:sary group designed to assure that,
inthe absence of Congressional oversight (since
there is ro longer any Congressional funding),
companants of the non-power peogram other than
flood controland navigation wilf notbe allowed
to wither away.

6. SMOKIES NEWS

A. Superintendent Wada le.
Great Smoky Mountains NP Superintendent

Karen Wade left the Park on October 22, 1999 to
‘become Director of the National Park Service’s
Intermountain Region. We are sarry indeed 1o see

her go, but congratulate her on the major
promotion. The Regional Office she now heads is




located at Denver, CO. Assistant Superintendent

Pl Pranciswll be Acting Supteinendent 1 the
2 surcessor is camed. (Contact Bob

Miller 234361208 for asther information)

B. Smokies Csucus meets

en Alr Quality
[Based on itemin TDEC's “Hot List"]
Termessee Senators Thompson and Frist and
Rep. Zach Wamp met in Washington an Oct.19 to
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Assessment) back in July, questioas raised by

convinced the agency that a public meeting was
needed.

Parcel ED-3 consisks of 450 acres adjacent to
Blair Road and Highway 58 near the K-25 site,
including much of the pre-Oak Ridge community
of Wheat. (A map of the site is on the Intemet at
http://www.domet.org/aforr/ed3map GIF)
Although most of the land was used as a gew
of K-25, it reverted toa

discuss Smokies air-q
in the meetng were Tracy Cater, TDEC
Administrator for Environmental Pograms and
Acting Chair of the Southemn Appalachian
Mountain Initiative (SAMI), Jim Renfro (NPS),
Niki Nicholas (TVA), Stephen Smith (Tenn.
Valley Energy Reform Coalition, TVERC), and
representatves fiam EPA, Friends of the
Smokies, and the East Tenn. Ozone Study Group
(ETOS). Impacts fram TVA power plants and
fiam private automobiles were identified as
issues to be addressed. Senator Thompson was
interested in what stepsthe federal govemment
take after SAMI releases its policy
States. and he

saund science.
iNote added by Ed: Already by mid-
September the Park had broken last year's record
for the eumber of days a which czane pollution
exceeded unhealthy levels.
1997 -2

1998:
1999:  47by Sept.13— with weeks still
left tocount in the summer ozone season]

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Y¢

natural state after WWD,

In their many conmems and questions,
meeting attendees voiced canwem over how DOE
and CROET have been handling the development
of Parcel ED1, and suspicion about DOE's
commitment to cammunication and to mitigation
of environmental impacts.  Carcems were
expressed about,among others, the specific nature
of the intended action; DOE’s intentions
regarding a buffer area shown an project maps;
DOE’spiecemea) approach to changing land uses;
fragmentation of the Oak Ridge Reservation;
protection of the Wheat historic district;
enforcement of mitigation mesures; CROET's
suitability to manage the property; and ecanomic
impacts on the community.

Schedule. DOE indicated a two-week
camment period (ending about October 13) an the
scope of the EA, and release of a draft EA for
public comment around theend of November.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Although the “formal”

Senators (addresses onp.2)need toknowthat
EPAmustbe allowed toenforce the revised
National Ambient Air Quality Standard
{NAAQS) for Ozone (Os) and Particulate Matter
smaller than 2.5 microns (PM 2.5). See N1229
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7. OAK RIDGE:
PROPOSED LEASE OF PARCEL ED.3
[Contributed by Warren Webb and Ellen Srmith, AFORR]

More than 80 people turned out on Sept. 29 for
the Department of Energys (DOE) public
meetingon the proposed lease of more greenfield
land (Parcel ED-3) to CROET for industrial
development. Although DOE had
their intent to prepare an EA

have elapsed, it's never too
Jate to let DOE and the community know that you
have cancems.
Write a letter to The Ogk Ridger editor Ron
Bridgeman (or e-mail to rbrid; idger.com,
or to lettecsor@oakridger.com), with copies to,
(a) Mayor ]euy Kuhaida (107 Pembroke Road,
OR., email: 2@ci oak- ndgt m us) and
) Laah Devtx, Managu, DOE, Oak Ridge
Opeuuons (P. O. Box 2001, Oak Ridge, TN 37831
00)-

Wile a Jte 10 DOE with your comments on the
proposed action and requesting acopyof thedraft
EAfor review. Addressyourcommenisto: Walter|
Perry, Commuru'ty Relations Manager (DOE
Public Affairs Office, Federal Building, 200
Administration Rd, P.O. Box 2001, M4, Oak
Ridge, TN 37831. Fax 423-576-1665; e-mail
Besure to send t

P
Leah Dever (as above).




8. MNATIONAL

A. Interior Appropristion, fosded with

harmful riders, pesses House
The Interior Appropriations bill for FY2000,

HR2466 (which provides $14.6 billion for the
nation's primary land management agencies)
sontains gy items we — including the
$3.5 million for the Gulf Tract (124, above).
BUT it is %0 loaded down with riders that are
incredibly harmful to the enviranment that it
mustrot become law in its present form. These
riders, among other things, attack the
Endangered Species Act, weaken national forest
and rangeland management, and_give special
favors to extractive md\lsmes Naturally, ro
opportunity was given for
debate onany of these riders (Aplly called “tag-
along legislation”).

On October 4, the House passed a motion
instructing  its conferees to remove anti-
environment riders from the confererce report.
Despite this, the conference repor t emetged with
Virtually al} anti-environment siders from both
theHouse and Senate versions of the bill left in,
and, on top of these, conferees added at least 3
rewand equally harmful riders. There are now
20inall. The bill also fails to provide even
minimally adequate funding for the President’s
Lands Legacy Initiative, which is the basis for a
fully and permanently funded Land & Water
Conservation Fund, LWCF (NL229 18A).

Despite all this, and in contravention of
their own vote of Octd, the House passed the
Conf erence Report an HR. 2466 by a vote of 225-
200 an October 21. Within the Tennessee
delegation, “NO.” the pro-environment vote, was

Republicans (Jenkins, Ouncan, Wamp, Hilleary,
Bryant) cast the anti-environment “YES” vot

Conference Report still needs o be
passad by the Senate (no vote has yet been
scheduled) before it goes on to President Clinton
for his signature. Clinton has indicated that he
will veto thebill because of the anti-environment
riders it contains. Because there was ro veto-
proof majority in the House when it passed the
bill, the veto would likely stand.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:
1) Contact your Representative(P.2) andthuank him|
ifhecast the pro-environment vote ("NO”),but
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abjectingif hev oted “YES,” thuspassing 20
dangerous anti-environment riders. Ask your Rep|
t05ign Rep. Vento's letter to the President, urging
2 veto.
Urge h,
‘bill and to sign Sen. Durbin's letter 0 the
President, urginga veto.
Supportthe President inhjsintentionto vetothe
bill in ordes to cemove the riders (address onp.2)
Usge your Representative and both Senators to
supporta permarently and fully funded LWCF
program through whatever campromise
leg)slamm emerges (possiblyin the Omnibus

bill)

Sec. t¢ cleared of eliagetiens
After a 19-month investigation by an
Independent Counsel, Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt was cleared of all allegations against
He was one of 6 Clinton Admiuistration
officials who were targets ofsuch investigations
which, in aggregate, have cost taxpayers $84
million to date.

Pr ntial debate
on conservation Issues

Mark January 10 and 12 an your calendar.
That's when Republican and Democratic

:andxdates, nspecnvely, pamclpﬂtms in the
1 cuses debate  agriculture,
conservation, energy ot Sovonaioot e
(acronym: ACE debates) at Cedar Rapids, lowa.
The debates, which will be broadeast live
nationally, are sponsared by two lowa
publications, the League of Conservation Voters
Education Fund, and the Izaak Walton League of
America.

How would George W. Bush be
on the environment?

When you elect a president, you indirectly
elect a cabinet. The Nov./Dec. issue of SIERRA
(the magazine of the Sierra Club) has an
extensive article a the people that Gearge W.
has used in environment-retated positions in his
Texas administration, and the people he would
most likely use in a national administration
Send a self-addressed,stamped (55¢) envelope i f
you'd like a copy.

Home Depot changes cours:

Home Depot is cusrently the world’s largest
retailer of old-growth wood products. A 2-year
campaign of pressure (including  boycott
campaigns) has now succeeded. In August the



compary armourced that it would end sales from
endangered areas by the end of 2002. While we
don'tasyet know how such areas will be defined,
it appears that cmsurers do have some powers
over coiporate giants. We hope that Home Depot
will be a leader in positive change elsewhere in
thebusiness world.

9. TCWP NEWS

A. TVA Lands and wWatars are Annual

Meeting focus
[Contributed by Sandra Goss)

information, Recreatron, and Conversation
Regrster Now!

For the November 13 Annual Meeting, TVA
experts Judith Bartlow and Dan Ferry join
longtimeTVA observerSteven Smith in a panel
o the future of TVA's public lands and waters
and the planning for water-supply resources.
This moming program will be held in the Tea
Room at Norris Dam State Park

Following a brief business meeting and box
lunches, attendees wil! choose among many
opportunities to enjoy the great ouidoors at a
convenientlocation. One canhiketheRiver Bluff
Trail with Judith Bartlow, or a moderate-to-
difficult trail tobe arnouncedby hike leaderRuss

. For the non-hikers, there are pontoon-
boat rides, the Lenoir Museun, assorted games
and puzzles, or enjoying the brisk autumn an the
Tea Room deck overlooking the lake.

A rew feature of the Annual Meeting 1s the
Silent Auction (see 998, below). Don' miss this
opportunity to purchase jewelry, plants, gift
certificates, and much mere. Froceeds benefit

WP. As the day draws o  close, there will be
hors d'oeuvres andwinewith the wrap-up of the
Silent Auction.

It is not too late to register for the Annual
¥ Meet ng! (see yow brochure)

This family-oriented day is a project of the
Service  Committee’s ~ Annual  Meeting
Subcommittee and the State Parks Committee
For more information about the Annual Meeting,
call Sandra X. Goss (423-522-3809) or e-mail
dgos@ergecom.

renki fii Difig ik
continental  breakfast, well  have the
opportunity tomeetand converse with all of the
Regional Directors and other staff of the
National Parks & Conservation Assoc. (NPCA)
an organization with which we have frequent
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valuable interactions.  (They are meeting
chewhere atNorrisand wil join s for the early
partof the day.)

Trede Treesures for Tressures ~
the Sllent Auction

son]

been successful at helping save
manytreasures of Tennessee,and there are others
out there that need our attention. A fun way to
support our efforts is % take pait in the Sileat
Audtion at the Annual Meeting. We all have
wonderful things that are not as appreciated as
they shouldbe. (Clue, if yougot it as a gift two
yeass agoand have neverused it, pass it on)

Bring these to be auctioned at our Annual
Meeting where they are sure to find a new home.
Dosomebiddingof your own. Remember, ‘tis the
season o be an the fookout for unique gifts for
friends and family. A fewofthe items you may
lookforward to bidding on: wine tasting glasses,
used fiberglass kayak, plants, National Audubon
‘magazines, Hummingbirds video, a stained-glass
window.

Your partcipation will help TCWP  save
the flowing streams and wild lands that are ow
treasuresof Tennessee.

Coupons heve releed money
for our office rent
{Contributed bySaridra Goss]

Our Kroger Cares coupons program has, in just
over a year, raised enough maney to pay for one
year'stental ofourTCWP office. The coupansare
Certificates, negotiable just as if they werecash,
for purchasing goods at any Kroger store. They
come in denominations of $10, $25, 350. and $100,
and you buy them from TCWP for just thase
amounts. , however, buys them from
Kroger ata discount, andit is this discountthat
goes toward funding TCWP expenses, such as o
officerent

The coupans are very convenient: they save
you bam having to write a check for your
purchase, and the cashier gives you any amount
of change in cash. They also make great gift
certificates for that hard-to-buy-for friend or
relative. They will beavailable at curNov. 13
Annuzl Meeting. If you want to get some prior to
this, o loc more informa tion, call Marcy Reed a t
6918807

Outing to Burgess Falls, Dec. 4
[ContributedbyHalSnith]
TCWPwill sponsoran outingto Burgess Falls
State Park toview a spectacular series of three
falls (First, Middle, and Big Falls) plus several




X

pretty cascades. The area is locaked 8 miles south
of Cookeville on TN 135, but the scemery is worth
the 2-hour driving time (each way). Hiking
distance is only about 2 miles RT, but the trail is
steep in places.

We'll meet Saturday, Dec4, 830 a.m.
in the parking lot of Food City (formerly Winn-
Dixie), S Nlinois Ave (near intersection with
Tumpike) for carpooling. Anyone starting_from
anotherlocationshould call Hal Smith (865-483-
5731) to arrange an altemative rendezvous site.
Bring | beverage, raingear, camera.
Preregistration is not required but would be
helpful (call Hal).

Public Lends Day
wes success st Worthington
[Cont n'bumd byludithBartlow]

TCWP continued several years of strong
invoivement in Worthington Cemetery Cedar
Barrens. In 1991, Larry Pounds was the first
botanist to recognize the cedar barrens
characteristics in the lands surounding the old
cemetery, Itwas fitting that hebegan this year's
Public Lands Day activities with a plant-
identification walk aroundthe Barrers.

National Public Lands Day spotlights the
last Saturday every September as a day on which
citizensmay volurieertime and labor ko improve
public lands. Approximately 30people turned out
to cut invasive Japanese wisteria, a vine
introduced in the 1830s as an omarental. This
beautiful vine has fragrant, very showy, blue
racemes Unfortunately, it twines around trunks of
trees and kills them by girdling or over-topping
After a short safety discussion, volunteers split
into goups and cut the large climbing vines.
Volunteers worked hotand heavy for 11/2 hours,
and then broke for a hot-dog lunch (courtesy of
TVA). TVA staff treated the cut wisteria stumps
with herbicide

Work resumed in the aftemoon with
cons truction o fa footbridge, a project organized,
financed, and Jed by Frank Hensley. Crossing a
boggy spot in the trail, this new bridge is artistic
as well as functional ~an exceptional pb. TCWP
volunteers were also joined by students from Oak
Ridge High Ecology Class. Thanks to everyone
who worked on the Public Lands Day projects!

sful

Minl-prairie outings succe.
{Contributed bnynanws]
Several TCWP members enjoyed the
September Saturday ounn;s ledby botanist Larry
Pounds. Touring treeless areas around Jefferson
Junioc High School, Haw Ridge, and Elza Gate
Park, participants leamed about various
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damestic and exotic plants that grow only in
sunny locations. The trips were more informative
than many 8 botany class. The third and final
outing was held in ian with National
Puble Lands Day (§9E, above).

©. TCWP Speskers Buresu resdy

Our Speakers Bureau is now up and aumning,
with volunteers available to give an informative
andenjoyablepresentation to any group that has
an interest in leaming about Tennessee’s natural
landsand waters and what can be dore to protect
em. The presentation includes our 35minue
informative and beautiful slide show. If any
goup you belng to or have contacts with
% (organizatian, clab, charch, schoo!) would like to
have such a program presented, contact Sandra K.
Goss, 4235223809, * skgoss@esper.com; Marcy
Reed, 4236918807, marcyrreed@aol.com; or Lee

Russell, 4234822153, cussslllb@sprvact com

H. Fund.relsing efforte:

Community

‘The TCWP Board recently decided to became

amember of Community Shares. Whilethis will

provide a potential new funding source., it will

also require s to contribute same fimeand effort.

Wewould greatly appreciate offers ofhelp from

ous membership. The number of hours per year

thatwouldberequired from any one not

large, but can be very meaningful. To volunteer

% (or to find out more before deciding), contact
Sandra K. Goss, 423-522-3809,

or Marcy Reed, 423-691-8807,

Marcy attended an informative fund-raising
‘workshop in Atlanta on October 9.

3. ..m-u network reminder

‘mail lists can be an invaluable aid for
mumng quick communication members,
ortosendout urgent alerts. Ifyou have an e-mail
*- address, kindly send it to the TCWP e-mail
address, TCWP@kormetorg, and/ar to Marcy
Reed, MarcyRReed@aol.com and Sandra X. Goss,

skgoss@esper.com.

K. Esrth Day: 30" snnivarsery
TCWP will partner in a celebration being
planned by the American Muscam of Science and
(AMSE) for April 22, 2000, the 30™
% anniversaryof Earth Day. Weneed volunteers to
help with the planning and execution. Contact
Sandra K. Goss, 423-522-3809, skgow@esyer.com



peciel mentione
You wili find special mentians of volunteer
activities and achievements by TCWP avembers
scattered throughout this NL. Here are a few

ore
< At the cecent “Centennial Celebration of our
Public lands” in Asheville (N1229 {10),
Corservation  Achievement  Awards  were
presented to 4 Tennesseans: mm; Arthur
Smith, and Bill Russell and e Russell. All 4
, e TCWP members
was recently featured in a
hnku\g edition of METROPULSE.
* Mike Frome, nationally known author (eg.
Strangers in High Places) received the
Outstanding Abannus Award om the Union
Institute from which he hadearned his doctorate
in 1993, His introducer noted that Mike had
“usedhis considerable writingtalent ... to became
a staunch guardian ofthe enviranment ... refusing
to let special interests or unwise policy
compromise either  his journalistic o
environmental ethics” Quite recently, Mike
contribute d a veryinteresting articleon Heroes of
the Early Wilderness Movement to Redrock
Wilderness (the magazine of the Southeast Utah
Wilderess Assoc).
« Special thanks to Ruth Young, who, for 16 years,
stored 18 boxes of old TCWP files; and to Mary

and
Lee Russell who recently moved these boxes to
the TCWP office (where they awast filing).

« On Oct. 13, Batrice Cole hosted a free beer-and-
pizza party at Barley's for students of the UT
Ecology Department in hopes of recruiting new
TCWPmembers.

« N229 wasassembled by Erank Measley Charlie
P 2 & e

Sandra Goss and Marcy Reed
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*Nov. 13, Gatlinburg, TN, SAMAB (Southern
Appalachian Man and the Biosphere) Conference
(Call 423.974-4583, or samab@utk edu).

Nov. 7, Lilly Bluff Overlook, 230-330 CST,
Celebrate theObed with Song & Music (11)).

« Nov. 9, deadline for comuments on Cherokee Plan
(42B).

*Nov. 13, TCWP Annual Meeting Nomis State
Park (19A).

+ Nov. 20, deadline for comments on TVA's Lower
Watts Bar Plan (15A).

© Dec. 4, TCWP Outing to Burgess Falls (19D).

* Dec. 10, Unitarian Church, TCWP Holiday Party
(tentative).

« April7-9, Wartburg and Obed, Tennessee Paddle
2K (11D).

* April 22, 30th Anniversary of Earth Day (19K).

Executive Director (overseeing a staff of?)for the
Dogwood Alliance, a regional network working to
prokect  southeastern forests from  the
pmMenhnn ofchip mills and the expansion of
industrial forestry. Deadline, Nov. 5. Call 828-
883-5889 or e-mail info@dogwoodalliance.org

*View the Master Plan for State Parks at
www state tn.us/environment/parks/mpsp.htm
«“Landowner’s Options for the Voluntary

Conservation of Land i Tennessee”
informative booklet developed, with support
fom TVA, by the Tennessee Parks & Greenways
Foundation. The Foundation is also available to
consul tan possible options for protecting private
land. Call them at 615.386-3171, or e-mail
tenngreen@earthlink net
« Earth Day Network 2000 is organizing events,
Planning strategies, and sharing solutions for
Earth Day and for its special Clean Energy
Agenda. Contact them at 91 Marior Street,
Seattle, Wa 98104; 206-264-0114;
t

10. CALENDAR; JOB
RESOURCES

(For details, checkthe
referenced NL item; or contact Sandra K. Goss,
4235223809, skgoss@esper.com; or Marcy Reed,
423-691-8807, marcyrreed@aol.com)

« Nov. 2, Lincoln Memorial Univ, Harrogate, TN,
69 p.m, TVA meeting about Norris Reservoir
n and Ciinch/Powell Watershed Plan.

Call David Harrell, 423-632-1636.

« The Rails-toTrails Canservancy has joined the
Conservation Fund to launch a Trails and
Greenways  Clearinghouse  (877-476-9297;
www.trailsandgreenways.or|

« Status and Trends of the Nation's Biological
Resources is a new 986-page report by the US
Geological Survey that reflects the expertise of
200 scientists. Many of the voluminous findings
are quite depressing (g, the South’s 144 big
reservoirs have put 73% of it freshwater mussels
and 19% of its fish species in jeopardy). ($98,
Stock No, 024-001-03603-7;  202-512-1800;
biology.usgs.gov).



NOMINEES FOR THE 2000 TCWP BOARD

PRESIDENT: Jimmy Graton. Wotks on envmmmentnl issues (wetlands) wllh &n Oak Rudge wnsn)lng
ﬁrm Prior to that, worksed fo: jonal Park Sezvice for6 HasM.S. in forestry, butdoe:

msdfn!mzsm 'I'CW Board membemnoe 93; Prs '99; suvesono R. Eovil Qualny
Advlw‘y Bd. and as enviroomental rep. on CROET. Active o trails, NF issues.

'VICE PRESIDENT: Eric Hirst. Corporase Fellow ORNL, a0d ndent consultant on electric-
industry resructuriag. TCWP member since early 1970s; on Board since ‘92; V.Pres. since ‘95.  Has
handled media contacts and now heads TCWP Service Cummmeg For past 2 years has spearhcaded
rebuilding the TCW P iafrastructure, including swaff suppor

TREASURER: Cl le Klabuade. Physicist mred from ORNL's Solid State Div. Past pres.and 11-
yr. newsl MHC. Avid folk dancer. Has served s TOWP Theasurer and organuzer of
T oershi coeutds fo 24 years, 3a1s plesced tocommmae T serice w th orpaniagaon

SECRETARY: Chuck Estes. Waste management task manager for Bechtel Jacobs Co. TCWP Board
since '95; See. ‘99; chairs Water Issues Commitiee. TCWP liaison for Scotts Gulf preservation effort.
Patticipated in Obed General Mngt Plan. Active in E.T. Whisewater Club. Special interests: river
protaction, WQ issues, forest management

DIRECTORS (* indicates newcomer to Board):

Patrice Cole. Has been regulator for State of Tennessce in water-pollution control; subsequenly,
geological sk assessor ot un enyionmental consuling fim, Curteatl working Bl e for PAD. in
Ecology. On TCWP Boardsince'93. Wans to emphiasize wilderness values of Smokies and to reduce
motor-traffic impacts on area.

Mary Lynn Dobson. An avid namiralist who lives near Rockwood. Has been a swate park naturalist and

served on the board of the Haivey Broome Group, Sierra Club. TCWP Board ‘99. Has worked on
container-deposit law. Interested in ways wilderness and aatural values can be protected on private (as
well as public) lands.

Jenlly Freeman. Involved with TCWP since the late 1970s as Exec. Director (later, Board Member and

93-98), sheis serving her CTedt term “at large.” Jemny, husband, and 11-year old daughter are
mvdmg for a year in Canadz, the U.S., and Mexico, and expect 10 retarn in August 2000. St provides
icput to the Board viz e-mail. Her primary TCWP interests have focused on state park issue

*Olive Gaines. Joined TCWP Board August ‘99 and is member of Parks Comaittce, A professional
artist, this native 1T actes Passionate interests include anything
involving wildlife, wilderness preservation, and animals in general. In Birminham, served on boards of
Cllvpl-d Children's Clinic, m? Cross, Discovery Museum, and Alabama Humane Rescus Association.

l-animal surgery at U.T. College of Veteriaary
Medlcmc Fomerly in environmental loxlcolcgy at NIH. Joined TCWP Board August ‘99 and is
member of Water Issues Commiiee. Long involved in whitewater kayaking and other outdoor ackivities,
and belongs (o boating and conserva¥on groups.

Jonl anmvﬂ. year o the TCWP B oard, she is also mvdved in umu g'wups
“riends of Fl.ll Cl'!ek Fllli (bm!d mesber and new sietter editor) and the Cumberland Trail

Sﬂl egnc C cil -- and in conducting Cherokee Culture Presentetions. Worls on TCWP Parks
Committee and is particularly actve in issues couceming Frozen Head. Energesically eacouraging
development of Emoty River Watershed Association. (alecested in fostering cooservation education.

Liane (Lee) Russell. Senior Corporate Fellow at ORNL, doing research in mammalian genesics. A
‘TCWP founder; Vice Pres. '66; Pres. '67- 70 8687, Newslellu author and edi[m. 66-mem Memt

of Water Issues Committe ig South Fork NRRA

andObed WSR; also active in stipmine, wﬂdnmcss,and pnblxc~lands issues.

OVER



NOMINEES FOR THE 2000 NOMINATING COMMITTEE
s Commitiee will nominate the 2001 Board and Nominating Committee)

Chuck Coutant. Ecologist al Oak Ridge National Lab. Served on TCWP Board 1982-1993.

Maureen Cunningham, Bownist currentty completing Ph.D. thesis at U.T. TCWP Board '89; V. Pres.
°90-'91; Pres. *92; Sec. '93-94.

Neil McBride. Director ofRural Legal Services. TCWPBoard *90-'94,

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO TCWP CONSTITUTION

The TCWP Board of Directors pro poses an addition to Article I nflhe‘IWPConsum-m This pew
paragraph would follow the existing second paragraph, which specifies the method of election of
Officers and Directors by ballot at the Annual Meeting. The wording of the pmposed additional
paragraph is as follows.

“In cage & vacancy occurs among Officers or Directors, the remalning members of the
Board of Directors may seek nominations fiom any TCWP member for areplacement. If
more than one ination is received, a si vote of of
the Board will chose the replacemeat, who will assume his/her duties at the next Board
meeting and will serve for the remainder of the calendar year. That person’s same may
subsequently be included among the nominees preseaied to the membership at the Annual
Meeting during which elechion of the Board for the succeeding calendar year ocows.”

thons(imlional amendments may be adopted by a two-thirds vote of members voting at the Annual
ecting.

WHAT IS TCWP?
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