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11. ACTION SUMMARY

qNo| Issue Contact "Message!” or Action

1A |Obed ONRW (Tier-3) designiaion | Comunissioner Hamilon | “Thank you for helping t achicve this protcction!

1B |BSFand Obed planning SE Regional Director, NPS | “Roads & Trails and Climbiug plws awe badly needed!™
IC | Waker quality in BSF waiershed | TCWP Offer 1o atlend Sept. 14 mecting al Jamestown

ID | BSF Geuerul Management Pl | John Fischer, NPS planner | “Keep soune Adjucent Area poctions ot

s to ATVE

3Ab | Souther Forest Resources Assmt [ by 9/1, to Regional Forester | Submit comments and questions about suhstance of study

38 | Airquality detesioraon Gov. Sundquist *Submit Teanessee’s SIP in Sept., commit us to clean air!"
SA | Guif Tract acquisition Reps.Waunp, Jeakins: Sens. | “Appropriate $3.5 mittion for his critical viewshed"!
5D |Sinokies’ bomible air quality | US Rep. & Semstors ~Allow EPA to cnforue reviscd NAAQS!™
6A | Reducing pover-plant emissions | TVA Chairmmn “Thanks for stayig the course onNO, ! Reduce SO, too!™
78 | Three Bends Are, ORR Sec. Richardson, elc. “Many thanks for Thrce Bends (hut extend time of agracment)!
Carry oun planing for protection within rest of ORR, (001"
8A | Land & Water Conservation Fuod | US Rep. Support the revised, improved, CARA, HR.7011"
88a | Protaction for Arctic Refuge US Rep. & Senators Co-sponsor ANWR wilderness bills, HR.1239 and $.867!"
8C | Endangered Species Act US Senators “Oppose S.1100; supportSen. Lavtenberg's billt"
2A;5{k7AID.E,F: TCWP events. activifes Attend these melings, outings, etc.
9G,H| A few volunteer opportunities | TCWP Help with these limited, short-tenn, tasks
Senator Johw Doe Te Hon. John Doe Pres. Bill Clinton Govemor Don Sundquist
United Stales Senate US. House of Representatives The White House State Capitol
Washington, DC 20510 Washingioa, DC 20515 Washingion, DC 20560 Nashville, TN 37243.9872
202.456-1111; Fax 4562461 615.741-200; Fax 5329711
presidenl @wbitehouse.gov
Deay Senator Doc Dear Congressinan Doc Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Sundquist
Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respectfully yours, Respectiully yours,
Sen. Bill Fist: Sen. Fred Thompson: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Phi 202.224-3344; FAX: 202-28-1264  Ph: o m 4944, FAX: 202-228.3679 Phone: 202-225-3271
e-mail: senator_{rist@fristsenate.gov  e-mail: senator_thompson@Uhompson.senate. gov
Local: 423-6027977 Tk 1255454253 Local: 423.483.3366

To call any Rep or Seuator. dial Congiessional switchboard, 202-224-3121. To (ind out about the status of bills, call 202-225-1772.

WHAT 1S TCWP?
far




1. OBED and BIG SOUTH FORK

Obed ONRW designation
hss Indeed happened!

Wehad togotothe printerjust one day beforeit
happened, m June 22, but we anticipated the
outcome correctly (NL228 91). The Obed has been
an Outstanding National Resourte Water for
exactly two months now. The Stale of Tennesse
at last officially recognizes the Obed WSR for
the treasure it is.

The compromise um finally did the trick was
to RW (Tier-3) to
the entire federal polhon of the Obed; but if the

erland Plateau Regional Water Authority
(recently created by the legislature) were to
determine that it is necessary to use the River as
a sourceof drinking water, sucha permitwould be
considered under the requirements for Tier 2
(insteadof Tier 3). Fortunately, the multitude of
alternative  water-supply options for the
Cumbertand Plateau that have recently been
identified, and which provide more economical,
secure, and environmentally sensitive means for
obtaining water for the region (NL226 {1A),
make it highly unlikely that this exception
would cme into play. of
water pollution  will now be permitted,
recognizing the National Park Service's mandate
o preserve our national parks unimpaired for
future generations.

compromise was put before the Water
Qualny Ccmlrol Board on the initiative of TDEC
Commissioner Hamilton, after he had become
fully apprised of the situation (described in
NL226 1A, 1B; N1227 11A) and of the stung
support there was for the Obed. (Read more in
N'Lﬂﬂ 11 about ourroleinthe outcome.) TCWPis
a  presentation Commissioner
Havmllom in appreciation of his actions.

A leaderiess time

for both Obed and Big South Fork
Neither the Obed Wild & Scenic River nor the

Big South Fork NRRA currently have a

superintendent. At the Obed, Don Forester is
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about to retire and will_be an sick leave until
then. At the Big South Fork, the superintendent
position has beea vacant since Rolland Swain
retired in March, and Assistant Superintendent
Judy Iberg will retire in September. Even Mary
Collier, Superintendent at Cumberland Gap
National Historical Park, who for a while was
also Acting Superintendent at BSFNRRA, has
gore back to her own park full-time. A new
superintendent for the BSFNRRA has been
identified and will arrive in October. He is Reed
Detering, presently chief of law enforcement at
Everglades National Park. After his arrival he
will have to fill at least three other vacancies
now existing in the Park.

This leaderless time at the two parks comes at a
time when there is much important planning
cither under way (BSF General Management
Plan) orneeding tobedone, such as the BSF Roads
& Trails Plan (NL228 92B) and the Obed
Chmbing Plan, without which destructive

climbing is proceeding uncontrolled (N1.226 11C).

Attead water-qusiity meeting
for Blg South Fork watershed

The Tennessee Dept. of Environment and
Conservation (TDEC) has for some time been using
a watershed approach to analyze and deal with
water quality. The watershed of the Cear Fork,
one of the two major stems ofthe Big South Fork,
will be addressed at ameeting on September 14, 7
p.m. (CDT), at the York Institute, Jamestown.




tnput into BSF Managamant Plan
urgently needed
Herc is an impartant reminder from NL228 92

YOU CAN DO Wl‘ need to send a loud

E. Cepsules
*An effort is under way to start an Obed
Watershed  Association in Morgan  County,
involving local interested citizens and diverse
stakeholders. The focus will probably be an
water quality. Don Todd and Joni Lovegrove are
planning an exploratory meeting in the near
Future.

*A new Nemo Bridge over the Emory River is
under construction, and the Cumberland Trail
Conference has proposed that the old one be
retained as a foot bridge for the Trail, and also to
preserveits historical significance. It is not yet
clear whether approval can be obtained from all
the parties involved.

*With completion of the new, unbelievably high
(208 ft.!), Route:52 bridge over the Clear Fork
Riverwest of Rugby, the Dept. of Transportation
has proposed to remove the old Brewster Bridge.
Itis very likely that endangered musses exist at
the site. TdoT that “at least 75% of
mussels ... willbe removedand reiocated by hand
to the nearest suitable habitat upstrea

2. STATE PARKS and FORESTS

A. State Parks Forum, Aug.28
[Contributed by Marcy Reed]

TCWP is co-sponsoring the Third State Parks
Forum, August 28, 9 am to 430 pm, at the
Sevierville Civic Center. Costis $10 for the
foruun (including a continental breakfast) and $5
for lunch (optional). Other ce-sponsors are the
Tennessee Recreation and Parks Assoc., Tonnessee
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Environmental Coundil, Environmental Action
Fund, and Sierra Club.

We have an excifing line-upof participants
for this forum. The keynote speaker will be
Richard Hilton, a former state parks employee,
‘who worked both as a regional naturalist and as
a park ranger. He is still an avid vser of, and
advocate for, state parks.

The remainder of the agenda consists of tvo
pancls (cach lasting about 11/2 hours). The first
will discuss the implementation of the receatly
comploted master plan; and the sccond will
examine financial issues related to state parks
management.

Participating in the first panel are Walter
Butler, Assistant Commissioncr of State Parks,
Nancy Dorman, TDEC parks planner, and Bill
Terry (unconfirmed). Terry, a planner for the city
of Goodlettsville anda memberof the Sierra Club
and TSRA, would provide balance to this panel
anda different perspective.

The second panel will consist of Sue Atwood,
Acceuntant Manager, State Parks; Dwight
Hensley, Director of Faci
State Parks; and Ed Cole,
Commissioner. With the panels manued fargely
by the peaple who are running our state-park
system, we have a great opportunity to make our
concems known and to ask some really hard
queslions.

‘The final item on the agenda is to develop
strategies and an action plan for the future.
Please cometo the forum with all your questions,
concerns, andsuggestious.

Additions to existing state si

. In ongoing negotiations with the
Forestland Group, which currently owns much of
the land encompassing Frozen Head State Park
and Natural Area (NL223 96), the State appears
to be discussing acquisition of the Love Mountain
tract, for which sufficient money has now been




obligated. Acquisition of the Bird Mountain tract
wlll bepursued as funds become available.

The 1,125-acre Buiton Talley tract that
was donated to The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
earlier this year is, hopefully, the first of
several areas contiguous with Pickett State
Forest to be protected. A few of us went to view
this spectacularand wild area a couple of months
ago, and TCWP will probably become formally
involved in its safekeepit one or another
mechanism (negotiations with TNC are in
progress). TCWP's Frank Hensley, who has been
wging the State 10 acquire other adjacent areas
that he has researched, was encouraged by a
State Lands Committee meeting he attended last
week in Nashville. It looks as if, in aggregate,
an additional ~3000 acves contiguous with Pickett
(indluding the Burton Talley tract) may receive
protected status.

Cumberiand Trall SP progr
The highly energetic Cumberland Trail
Conference, under Project Manager Rob Weber,
has organized site surveys for a aumber of major
segmmxs projected for the Trail. Several TCWP
actively involved in teams
(aldumg these site surveys (eg, Charlie
Klabunde, Mike Lain, Doris Gove Gary
Geametbauer). Don Todd and Joni Lovegrove will
guide the surveysforthe Frozen Head Segment of
the CISP. This segment will aoss downtown
Wartburg on i% way between Nemo Bridge (over
the Emory) and Frozen Head SP, thus providing
access to the Obed WSR Park office. One of the
two CTSP rangers, whichare comingon board late
besdquanerd there. The Temeabe Pots &
headquartered there. The Tennessee Parks &
Greenways Foundation (N1.226 95E) is provid
leadership for adding the Black Mountain
registered State Natural Area (in the Grassy
Cove Segment) to the CISP.

3. OTHER STATE ISSUES

Forest convarsions
and over-harvesting
There are glimmers of hope on the horizon
for alleviation of the rapidly increasing threats
of massive forest conversion (hardwoodsto pine)
ud non-sustainableharvesting inour state. Help
y cme from two different processes, both of
whlch will benefit fiom our involvement and
assistance.
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(a) SOCM's Economic Incentives Bill, SB. 1754
(Kyle)/HB.1570 (Curtiss). SB.1754 passed t
full Senate this year (N1228 13A), but HB. 15)0
still needs to passthe House in 2000, the second
half of the two-year General Assembly. Modeled

successful Kentucky law of 19%, the bil}
requires the State to undertake a forest-resource
assessment prior to grinlmg economic incentives.
for wood-products industrics.

M. Huber, a huge NJ.-based company, was
denied economic incentives in Kentucky, where
the 19% law had just gane into operation.
Unfortunately for ws Huber then located in
Spuing City, TN, and received $600,000-700,000 in
incentive funds from the state of Tennessce, The

is cutting treces in an area that is
already being heavily  harvested by the
Bowater Paper Co. To prevent repetition of such
disasters, let's all get ready to push HB.1S70
(Curtiss) through the House when the General
Assemblyreconvenes.

Forest Resource Assessment. This 2-
yearcomprehensive assessmentof both privately
owned (%0%) and public forest is being initiated
for Tennessee and 12other southern states by the
US Forest Service (USFS), in partnership with
EPA, US Fish & Wildlife Service, TVA, and
state forestry agencies (N1228 §7B). Information
will be collected and evaluated, on forest
productivity (timber, wildlife, recreation, water,
B TS

y, an

This is the type of comprehensive study we
have advocated for quite same time. It should
focus attention on forest values in addition to
board-feet of timber, and it should throw a
glating light on the non-sustainable industrial
exploitation of our forests that is cutrently under
way. The suces of this process is heavily
dependent on publicinput.

ive meelings are being held in August to
solicit public cammas o the direction of the
study. Unfortunately, the Knoxville meeting
(August 17) will be over bythe time you receive
this NL (quite a few TCWP members attended);
however, written conunents will be accepted until
Sept. 1 (see box, below). Youcan ask questions
would like to see answeredby the study about the
impacs of various types and magnitudes of
harvesting, state what our forests mean to you
and why you want them protected against
destruction, and suggest safeguards you would
like to see in place before large-scale ‘industrial
harvesting is permitted or facilitated.



Alr gquality deterforation
[Basad on a contribution by Steven Smith]
EPA had last year called on 22 states,

including Tenncssee, to bring about major
reductions in their smog-forming emissions of
nitrogen oxides (NO,s). These pollutants are
dangerous to haman health, have caused major
death of plant species in the southern
Appalachians, and have diminished the visitor
experience in the Smokies and esewhere (NL226
97A; NL222 97B). State Implementation Plans
(SIPs)for reducingNO,s by the year 2002 were to
be submitted by September 1999.

In May of this year, a US. Circuit Court of
Appeals put a “stay” on the SIP deadline. The
count did not question the science and process
conducked by EPA that justified the setting of
more protective standards, but based its ruling
solely o an old and often discredited
constitutional theory. The courts ruling, further,
does rot prevent states from voluntarily movi
forward to adopt NO, controls consistent with the
SIP Call.

Not surprisingly, a few polluting industries,
like Tennessee Eastman, are pressuring the state
to pull back an the subrwission of the SIP. (See
wwwTnGroencom for more detail). It is
therefore doubly important for us to urge the
Governor to submit Tennessee’s SIP in September
1999, as planned. Too much is at stake for our
tuman and ecological health in

c.
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Linked watar tralls proposed
[from JuSites, UT)

The University of Tennessec’s Water
Resources Research Center is faclitating  the
devclopmentof a regional “blucways” netwaork of
linked water trails in East Tennessce that will
encourage canocists and kayakers to make use of
local waterways and also promote other forms of
recreation, natural resources stewardship, and
ecotourism.  The project (coordinated by Laura
Wilks and Jeff Duncan) began as a pilot program
along the Holston and lower French Broad rivers
and proposes to link to other waterways and
greenwaysin East Tennessee.

Tn LCV WILL INCREASE POLITICAL
EFFECTIVENESS OF TENNESSEE
ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT
[Contributed by Mary Lynn Dobson and Erin Kelly)

The Environmental Action Fund has
into a2 new i
coalition, the Tennessee league of Conservation
Voters (fn LCV).  With this change comes the
promise of better communication and support
between our respective conservation groups, the
media, and mast important, the people who are
representing us in Nashville.  This coalition is
ableto draw an the and strategies that
ave been effective in other states. The Tn LCV
plans to:

* Publish a scoreeard onhow each of our legislators
voted on bills affecting the environment. Did
your representative, g, vote for the bill that
addressed the water-quality impacts of bad
forestry? The answer will be in the scorecard.
Overall, did your representative consistently
vote to provide Tenfesseans with a clean
environment and protection of natural cesources?
‘The scorecard will make clear whether he/she is

view of TVA's public-spirited decision to proceed
with dearup of their steam plants, which
constitute a major souree of NO, in our area
(V1224 96C), it should be relatively easy for
Tennessee tocomply.

Nng your need:

«Provide funds to send interested members from
environmental groups aross the state to a
leadership training course, May 16 in Atlanta.
This will strengthen the overall effectiveness of
the environmental community.

Prior to an election, send out candidate
questionnaires to incumbent legislators and
potential challengers to ascertain  their pesmon
on a variety of environmental issues.
responses, willhelpus targetracesand Setermine



which candidates descrve our endorsement and

support
+Hold briefings for candidates  with
environmental groups in their cloctoral distictto
make the candidates aware of local
environmental issucs.

These actions will increase communication and
effectiveness throughout the web of our state’s
environmentalgroups. TCWP is oxcited to be one
ofthe 18 members of this coalition.

5. CHEROKEE and SMOKIES

Critical viewshed needs acquiring
Adjacent to 9 miles of the Appalachian
Trail, and constituting a major component of the
viewshed from the Max Patch area and the
eastern end of the Smokies, is the “Gulf Tract.”
‘This 6,600-acre tractin Cocke County, TN, about 3
miles from 140, is owned Champmn
lnlemihonzL which is eager to sell it
ngressional appropriation is needed for the v
Forest Service topurchase this land. Unless this
happens, the tract is bound to be sold to private
developers.

Acquisition by the USFS is supported by Rep.
Bill Jenkins (in whose district the land is
located) and by Tennessee’s two Senators. The
Clinton Administration has included $3.5 million
forthe Gulf Tractacquisition inils FY2000 budget
proposal for the Land & Water Conservation
Fund. However, only $500000 has been
appropriated by a Senate committee, and zero by
the House Appropriations Subcommittee cn
Interior Affairs. Rep. Zach Wamp is a member of
the latter. In to a letter from s
supporting the Gulf tract appropriation, he
writes: “Unfortunately, the House bill does not
indudethe money. | support the preservation of
the Gulf Tract and will urge my colleagues to
indude the funds in the final bill.” (He also

states that he was able to secure $900,000 for
infrastructure improvements in the Cherokee NF,
and $150,000for the Trail of Tears.)
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Protacting the wiidlands of the

paiachisn Trall: progrem & hike

{Contributed by Eric Hirst

The Appalachian Trail nune 2 thousand
miles through the tugged and beautiful Southcrn
Appalachian mountains, including the Cherokee
National Forest and Great Smoky Mountains
National Park in Tennessee. Unfortunately, the
U.S. Forest Service has built roads and allowed
togging on sieep and scenic wildlands just outside
the aamow teail comidor.  Prescrvation as
wildemess would protect critical arcas for future
generations and save them from all foms of
“development.”

On behalf of a coalition of conservation
groups, Peter Kirby, a former staffer for the
Wildemess Society, is leading a hike along the
AT o promote protection of wildlands along this
famous trail. At a time when forest-plan
revisionsare in late stages of preparation by the
US Forest Service, itis hoped that the hike will
educate and influence the public, federal
agencies, local officials, and themedia about the
needand opportunity to protect these wildlands.
1t will be possible for s to join Peler for segments
of his hike (see below).

The Sierra Club and TCWP are sporeacing an
Evening with Peter Kirby, who will present a
talk and slide show "Southern Appalachian
Wilderness Walk: A Hike to Protect the
Wildlands of the Appalachian Trail."

Tuesday, August 31, 1999

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Church

2501 Kingston Pike Knoxville

7:30- 9p.m.

Complimentary copies of the repor, Tennesse's
Mauntain ~ Treasures, available.
Retsethmentn wil beserved ater the

Peter has also invited people to join him for

days of hiking along the

Appalachian Trail in Tennessee (where he'll be

mostof August). The pace will average about 10
miles a day.

Contact  Will ~ Skelton (423.523.2272
skelton@bassberry.com) or Eric Hirst (423483
1289, Hirstea@esper.com) for mote information
about what promises to be a very interesting and
informative evening, and also about the options
for hiking with Peter along the Appalachian
Trailin Tennessee.



c.

Cherokee Capsules
« A comprehensive multi-agency assessment ofthe
forest resources of 13 southem states hasgot under
way (NI228 97B). While national forests,
including the Cherokee, are included in the
study, almost 90% of the forestsin this region are
privately owned and managed (43A(b), this NL).

*An article a the AT. by TCWP's Sandra Goss
and Eric Hirst appeared in The Ouk Ridger of
August 4. I addition to amnouncing the Peter
Kirby Walk and Talk (158, above), the article
contains several interesting facts, e.g..

~ Theoriginof the 2,160-mile AT. is traced to a

1921 article by Benton MacKaye, in which he
suggestad  establishment  of  recreational
commarities along the Appalachian chain, to be
(anmcted by a walkingtrail.
— Of 632,348 acres in the Cherokee National
Forest, only 10.6% are permanently protected
from timber harvesting through ~ Wilderness
designation, and_another 34% have partial
protection. Over55% of the Cherokee is open to
lopgingand associated road construction.

Smokles air Is bad, bad, BAD
You have heard it before, but it bears
repeating in the light of related stories in this
NL (3B and 16C). The parkis downwind from a
~great many pollution sources associated with
“growth.” Itis a barometer of what's happening
ina much wider region.

« At least 30 species of plant in the park are dying
orhavebeen badly damaged because of ozoneand
acid precipitation.

50; pollution increased 21% over a recent ten-
year period.

« A cecord 44 days of unhealthyozone levels in the
park were charted in 1998, twice as many as in
1997.

*Sumunertime vistas have been reduced by 80%.

Huge Inventory under way

The All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory has got
under way in the Smokies. It is planned to take
10 years and will bethe largest bioinventry ofan
area ever undertaken. As of now, scientists can
name only about 10% of the over 100, 000 species
thought to live in the ~520,000-acrepark.
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Meany In Townsend oppose 5-laning

Construction is scheduled to start in the fall
for 5-laning the highway into and through
Townsend. A group led by Eric Bonner points out
that there are just three weekends during the
year when the present road experiences excessive
traffic. (He asks: “should you 20-lone 1-40
through Knoxville to accommadate traffic for the
6 Saturdays of U.T. home-games?”). The group,
which is concerned about Townsend turning into
another Pigeon Forge, is coflecting cvidence of
local opposition. For mase information and action
suggestions, contact Eric Bomer, 423-573-6716 and
leave a message.

8. TVA ISSUES

Commend TVA for “staying the
course® on NO, reduction

{Based on a contribution by Steven Smith)

Despite the fact that a federal appeals court

has thrown a (hopefully temporary) monkey
wrench into EPA's rules for redudng nitrogen
oxides (NO,) emissions ({38, this NL), TVA has
chosen to "stay the course,” planning to reduce
summer NO, emission by 75% by 2003. This is
particularly importantin view of the fact that it
should make it much easier for the state of
Tennessee to file a State Implementation Plan
(SIP, see 13B, above).

Most harmful to ecological and human
health, visibility, and visitor experience in the
Southern Appalachian _region, ‘induding the
Smokies, are sulfur emissions (that cause acid
precipitation and haze) and ozone-forming NO,.
Approximately 40% of the latter came from coal-
fired power plants, with 30% emitted by
automobiles, The power plants additionally
contribute 75% of the fine sulfur particulate
matter.

The 1990 Clean Air Act grandfathered older
steamplants against the new, mare stringent,
requitements on the assumption that these plants
would be phased out before long. If any plant
instead expanded i% production of electricity, it
was required to install upgraded pollution-
control equipment. This, in fact,  has not
happened, and the biggest and dirtiest coal-
burming power plants, many of them upwind from

in violation of the 1990 Act. The
ties in the region that includes
American  Electric  Power,

the Midwest—
Southern, and TVA —accountfor about 1.3 million



tons of NO, annually, equivalent to the pollution
from 200 million cars. OF these huge polluters,
TVA is the only one that has announced a
voluntary program of compliance: $500-600
million will be spent to reduce NO, emissions
from all 11 of the agency’s coal-fired pawer
plants. And, TVA is staying the course, even

though the recent court ruling has  essentially
said it doesn’t haveto.

Gulllm.ll Dam baing dismantiad
concrete manifestation of the end to
Co]umbla Dam and Reservoir (NL223 14) that
TCWP had worked for so hard some years ago
came on une 1 when workers retumed to the
uncompleted dam to start tearing it down. Last
summer, already, the massive gates that would
have held back the water, had the dam been
completed, were dismantled. The current
demolition, which should be finished by January
2000, will reduce the 105-foot-high concrete
structure to a height of 32 feetand form a natural-
looking beem, retaining the diversion channel
that was constructed preparatory to dam
construction. All of these efforts will cost $2.4,
thefinal expenditure for an unneeded project that
was the pork barrel of local politiGans. Over the
years, TVA had conducted three feasibility
studies, all of which failed to show an economic
justification for Columbia Dam. Yet, some of the
local business leaders even mow blame the
Endangered Species Act for non-completion of the
projectl [For fate of the Columbia fands, see
NI228 18D.]

Advisory council
for land snd water programs

A plan to form the Regional Resource
Stewardship Coundl, a public advisory group,
was announced by the TVA Board in June. Except
for $7 million specifically earmarked for Land
Between the Lakes, TVA no longer receives a
Congressional appropriation for its resousce (non-
power) program and is using about $100 million of
interest savedfrom refinancing itsd ebtto nan the
needed activities. Consequently, there has been

that, in the absence of Congressi
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oversight, companents of the non-power program
other than flood control and navigation might be
allowed to wither away. The Regional Resource
Stewardship Council was conceived as a means of
strengthening public input into TVA decisions
concemingits resourceprogram

Complating the TVA 8
Following the resignation of Johnny Hayes
(to work on the Gore campaign) and the
retirement of William Kennoy inMay, the TVA
Board has operated with a single member,
Chairman Craven Crowell. The following two
nominations by Pres. Clinton are very likely to be
in Septetnber: Skila Harris and Glenn
McCullough. Harris, who has in the past worked
as chief of staff for Vice President Gore, is
executive directorof a DOE advisory board. She
would be the first woman ever to serve an the
TVABoard. McCullough, proposed by Trent Lott,
hasbeenmayorof Tupelo, Mississippi, since 1997
andwas at one time state office director for the
Appalachian Regional Commission.

Woman premotes clean Tennessaa
River by swimming alf of it
To draw attention to the beautiful
environment of the Tennessee River and to the
need for improving and peesecving the river's
water quality and other features, Mimi Hughes
Has started 3 652-mile swim. It will take ot 5
yama{Auguslswm\s toget from the start of the
Tennessee River, above Knoxville, to where it
joins the Ohioat Paducah, KY. Mimi Hughesisa
43-year-old mother of 4. TVA has decided to
sponsor theswim.

7. OAK RIDGE and KNOXVILLE

North Ridge Trsll has new steward
[Contriby ic Hirst]

The baton is passed! For about adecade, Ken
and Helen Warren have mainined the North
Ridge Trail in Oak Ridge. Ken and Helen
periodically walk the Weiles o eail; mark
trees with white, blue or ced blazes on the main,
access, and Delaware-loop trails; pick up trash;
and remove trees that have fallen aoss the
trail, Thanks o their efforts, many people can
readily enjoy hiking on this trail, which offers as
near to a wilderness experience a5 one can get %0
close tohome.

W. A. (Tom) Thomas is the new trail
steward. Tom, a 30-year member of TCWP, is the



Senior Planner at Oak Ridge Assocuted
Universities. An avid birdwatcher and runs

Tom spends tmuch of his time in the Oak Rn e
greenbelt. Any TCWP members (or o«hus)
interested in helping Tom maintain this Oak
Ridge treasure should contact him at 423-576-
9561 oc Thomast@ORAU.gov. Thanks Tem for
taking over this important responsi
TCWP.

Part of Oak Ridge Reservation

dealgna conaarvation araa
On June 23, Secretary of Enegy Bill

Richardson set  aside

Reservalion as a conservation and  wildlife
management area. In a ceremony at the historic
Freels Cabin, atiended by many TCWP members,
a proclamation was signed for a cooperative
agreement between DOE and TWRA (Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Agency) that calls for the
land to be managed for preservation purposes
under a use permit. In recent years, TWRA has
been been responsiblefor deerand turkey hunts an
the 35,000 acre Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR)
and forhabitat development programs.

The Three Bends Scenic and Wildlife
Management Refuge Area is located in the ORR's
buffer zane, on Freels, Gallaher, and Solway
Bends. The three peninsulas jut out into the
Clinch River (Melton Hill Lake), forming about
20milesof shoreline, same ofwhich rises in high
limestone bluffs. Theland is vital habitat for at
least 10 aeotropical migrant songbird species,
watecfoul and much other willée. Threatencd

e plant
Fiher apioue features are also found ithin the
Three Bends area.

AFORR (Advocates for the Oak Ridge
Reservation) believe that the new agreement
promisesto give official legitimacy to the use of
this area for wildlife conservation, recreation,
and educak'on. They are hopeful that, as the

blic increasingly recognizes and appreciates
first-hand  the  conservation, recreational,
educational, and research values of the land,
people will stand up for its permanent protection.

Secretary Richardson’s very  welcome
tdoes not, of course, eliminate the

needfor mncem about the rest ofthe 35,000-acre
ORR.AFORRpoints out that, even for the Three
Bends 10 permanent protection is
guaranteed bythe announcement - the agreement
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is for 5 years only. Local real estate developers
and some city officials would like to see this
shoreline become a high-end residential

development and will continue to exert pressure
on DOE, which could terminate the agreoment
with vety short notice.

Land trust for Knox lsnds;
and a WILL SKELTON GREENWAY
The Knox Land and Water Conservancy, a
newland trust, has been formed to preserve the
land and water resources of Knoxville and Kaox
County. Protection may be through donation ,
bequest, purchase , or conservation easements.
Thefiest property tobe acquired was a 130 acre
tract on the French Broad upstream from ljams.
ContactTim Gangaware, /o jjams Nature Center,
POBox 2601, Knoxville, TN 37901

The Conservancy will also protect land for
greenways And, tatking of greenways, the one
formerly referred to as the “Forks of the River
Greenway” was dedicated as the “Will Skelton
Greenway" at groundbreaking - a most fitting
way to honor Will, who had the vision for the
Knoxgreenwayssystemandhasbeen such a major
factorinthe effort lobring it to fruition.

8. NATIONAL ISSUES

Good chance for [end-acquisition
and other consarvation funding

At last there aeems to be a chance to
“liberate” LWCF money! The Land & Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF), which is fed by
royalties from offshore oil & gas drilling, is the



source of maney for acquiring lands needed for
packs, foresks, wildlife rvefuges, etc. It is
authorized for $900 million annually, but the
money that 1as actually been appropriated in
recent years for federal acquisitions is but a
fradum of this, with the rest of it being credited
. The state

pm'lmn of the LWCF hasdriedup altugether. In
the meantime, millions of acres nationwide that
badly need tabe protected are being irrevocably
lost todevelopment.

Several bills introduced into this Congress
would require the annually autlreiized $900
million ofthe LWCFtobe actually appropriated
each year. The major ones of these bills are, (a)
the Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA),
HR701 (Young)/S25 (Murkowski), and (b) the
“Resources 2000 Act,” HR798 (Miller)/S.446
(Boxer). Both of these have good featu es for
protecting habitat on a state, as well as federal,
basis. However, CARA had several other
provis ons (see below) that made it originally
unacceptable. Fortunately, an eamest effort is
presently underwayto eliminate or soften these
initially  objectionable provisions in the House
bill. This is very important ndeed because, by
virhseof YoungandMurkowski being chairmen of
their respective comumittees, the bill that will
move is CARA, rather than Resources 2000.

While the chance ofgetting a Senate bill out
of committ im indeed, things look good at
the House side. Rep. Don Yousg has been

agreeable to working with Rep. George Miller's
staff to achieve an acceptable compromise and
get a substantially improved CARA out of his
committee by September 15. This, in tum, will

Presidents budget package, as part of the
Administration’s Land Legacy Initi For
this reason, it is essenhial that we support the
improved CARA without delay (see box below).

As originally introduced, CARA had several
‘major failings. One of these was that it required
a stparale Congressional authorization for each

ct costing over $1 million. In actual fact,
oot acededland acquisitions involve areas that
had already been authorized (e.g. completing
the boundaries of the Obed WSR and the Big
South Fork NRRA, or buying inholdings in the
Cherokee National Forest), o areas that
currently do not need separate authorization
(e.g, small new wildlife refuges). As revised,
CARA will aow require only an appropriation

B. Protect/on for Aleske’
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ot a new authorization in such cases.
Another failing of the original CARA was
limitation of land acquisition on the basis of
geography (thus, acquisiton of the important
Baca Ranch in NM, forexample, would not have
beeneasily possible). Also repaired have been
some features of CARA that would have
provided incentives for additional off-shore
drilling.

Wilderness
(a) Hopes for the Morris K. Udall Wilderness
Act, HR1239, which would give wilderness
designa ion to the important coastal plain of
ANWR (Arctic National Wildlife Refuge), have
received a boost. Altogether 160 representatives
have nowsigned onas cosponsor — nine more than
last year's total. The senate bill, introduced by
Senator Roth, 867, nowhas24 cosponsors.

(b)On August 11, Dr. Edgar Wayburn was one of
eight individuals awarded the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award
bestowed by the United States Government. The

awaid read, in part: “Recognizing that
development  threatened  California's  most
beautifulopen spaces, he warked to establish the
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Point

Reyes National Seashore, and Redwood
National Park. With his wife, Peggy, he led a

suacessful campaign to preserve millions of acres
of Alaskan wilderness™

Ende: rod Species Act
The fact that the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) has for several years now been overdue for
reauthorization makes it very vulnerable to
langerous amendments.  Last year, the
Kempthome bill that would have weakened the
ESA in about 30 different ways was stopped after
almostpassing, despite its proponents” attempt to




sneak it through as a rider on a must-pass bill
This year, 51100 (Dowenicd), has already been
marked by the Senate
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() Anticipating ratification of the prope
(998, below), the

Committee. Sen. Chafee and others were able to
remove several bad features, though it still
remains of concem because it would weaken the
critical-habitat provision of the ESA. Further,
the great likclihnod that S1100 would attract
serious weakeningamendmentsonthe fioor makess
it a bill tobe opposed. By contrast. Rep. Geoge
Millers HR960 would enact comprehensivi
rather thanpiecemeal reform. Sen. Lautenbery is
about to introduce a companion bill to HR 960

DOE cresting wildiNe refugee

The Department of Enecgy released a Draft
EISin April concerning itsplanto create a 90,000-
acre national wildlife refuge anthe mothballed
Hanford Nuclear Reservatvon. The land, which
borders the Hanford Reach, the only undammed
section of the Columbia River, is home to 200
spedies of birds, elk, mule deer, and mountain
lions. Sec. Richardson’s proposal to create this
wildlife refugeisbased on a 199 recommendation
by the US Department of the Interior. (For DOE's
land-protection initiative an the Oak Ridge
Reservation, see 7B, this NL)

9. TCwe NEWS

Chenges in the Boerd
(a) Jenny Freeman is on the road, but she’s ﬂgreed
to stay o the Board (our Board member *
|.,ge ), communicating by e-mail. She took ot
8 for an extended trip with her
hutm, Bill Allen, and 11-year old daughter,
Mei Mei. They ‘are headed first to points north
(Maine, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island)
“to see the sights andfind the cool,” says Jenny.
Theirsubsequent trip inciudesstopsalong theeast
coast, Mexico, the west coast, the southwest, and
the westemmountains. They're traveling in a
Coleman pop-up camper and have their bikes.
Jenny, Bill, and Mei will be home for the TCWP
Annual Meeting on November 13, 5o they can
catch you up on what they are seeing and
experiencing. Their on-the-road e mail address is
allfree1@worldnet.att.net  They would love to
hear fromyout

Board has moved to Fill two vacancies — Roger
Carlsmith and Don o who have had to
resign. Thenew Directors are Dr. Ralph Harvey
(Lenoir City) and Olive Gaines (Rockwood). We
are most grateful for thuir willingness to serve
and forthe service they have already given -- o
the water-resources and parks  committed,
respectively.

Proposed smendment
to TCWP Constitution
The TCWP Board of Directors pmprecs an
addition to Article II of the TCWP Consttution.
This new paragraph would follow the existing
second paragraph, whichspecifies themethod of
election of Officers and Directorsby ballot at the
Annual Meeting. The wording of the proposed
additional paragraph is as follows.
“Incasea vacancy occursamong Officers or
Directors, the remaining members of the
Board of Directors may see k nominations
from any TCWP memberfor a replacement.
1f more than one nomination is received, a
simple majority vote of the remaining
members of the Board will chose the
replacement, who will asume his/her
dutiesat the next Board meeting and will
serve for the remainder of the calendar
year. That name may
subsequently be included among the
nominees presented tothe membership at
the Annual Meeting during which election
of the Board for the succeeding calendar

¥ urs
Constitutional amendments may be adopted by a
two-thirds vote of members voting at the Annual
Meeting.

TCWP's Inter-group Internctions
Coalitions, networks, boardrepresentations -
these are way’s groups can interact to become more
effective in specific areas. TCWPhas long been
an organizational member of TEC (Tennessee
Council), EAF
ActionFund) and of a few smaller, specialized,
coalitions.  More recent interactions are the
foliowing:

*We joined the Tennessee Clean Water Network,
which operates an informative action-oriented
listserve and organizesan annual conference. Our
representative is Philip Yowg who is a member
of the TCWN steering committee




»*

*We are represented on the Board of the recently
formed AFORR, Advocates for the Oak Ridge
Reservation (see 7B, this NL), by Frank
Hensley.

«We have become a member of the brand-new Tn
LCV (Tennessee League of Conservation Voters),
which is described in 94, this NL. Mary Ly
Dobson represented usat the inaugural mucling

September TCWFP outings:
“mini-prairles
[Contributedby SandraGoss)

Did you know that the Oak Ridge area has
several mini-prairies with unique native plants?
Join expent bota Pounds in exploring
theseonone or more of three successive Saturday
momings in September: September 11, 18, and 25.
A different arca will be visited each week, and
Lanyy will discuss theecologyand conservation of
these areas in addition to identifying plant
species. Assemble at 8:30 a.m. in the parking lot
in front of the American Musamn of Science and
Energy. Participants will walk short distances
(less than a mile), of which is over rough
ground. The outingsarelimited to24 persons, and
each participant should pre-register by calling
Sandra K. Goss at 423-522-3809 or e-mail
‘skgass@esper.com.

TCWP activitias to caisbrate
Public Lands’ Day, Sept. 25
(Contributed by Marcy Reed]

Public Lands’ Day is celebrated on the last
Saturday ofSeptember asa day for volunteers to
invest some time in our public lands. Since its
inception in 1994, the activilyhas grown from 700
volunteers working on 3 sites to nearly 17,000
volunteers at 82 sites in 1998 (NL228 §10G).
These volunteers contiibuted nearly $1.5 million
in improvements, such as building and upgrading
trails, improving wildiife habitat, and pl.nlmg
native species. Tennessee's first Publi
Day Celebration was held last year at Big South
Fork National River and Recreation Area.

TCWP will hold ie first Public Lands’ Doy
Celebration on September 25, in conjunction wit
TVA, at the Worthington Cemetery eccloglcal
study area at the east end of Oak Ridge. The
maxmirg starts out with a plant_identification
walk led by Pounds (see 19D, above), who
will meet participants ‘i front of the Musum of
Science and Energy at8:30 a.m. and go from there
to Worthington Cemetery. During the walk,
there will be same exofic-plant removal, so, i f
you have a hand saw, bring italong.

»
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After the walk, at about noan, wewiil have
a picnic. Hot dogs, drinks, and chips will be
provided. If you wish, youmay bring something
toshare with the group, crbringyour ownlunch if
you prefer. The final event of the day is the
building of a small footbridge across a low-lying
muddy area. Frank Hensley will becoordinating,
this effort. Thisshould startaround 130 p.m.

For furthur information, or to voluntecr to
help with organizing this ovent, ploase call
Marcy Reed at 691-8807 or e-mail her at
MarcyRReed@aol.com.

Annual Meeting Nov. 13 --
updatad pians

ThisSaturday meeting at Norris Dam State
Park will feature an informative and timel
program in the moening, a choice of outdoor (and
indoor) activities in the afternoon, and
socializing in the evening. There will also be a
shortbusiness meeting before the catered lunch,
Headquarters for the meeking will bethe lovety
secluded Noris tearcom that has a deck
overlooking a wooded cove of the reservoi.

Following a continental breakfast, the topic
of the moming 1s TVA’s rorpower programs,
specifically, the proper planning for water-
supply resources of the regon (Dan Ferry), and
the preservaton of the natural character of
TVA's public lands Judith Bartiow). A non-TVA
speaker (to be announced) will take a look from
the “outside” at how well TVA is doing, what
programsneedsupport orchange ofdirection, and
whalcitizen conservationists can dohelp realize
the potential for good that resides in this
importantregionalresourceagency.

In the aftemoon, attendees can chaose from
hikes of varying difficultics inside or outside
Norris Dam State Park (IVA and State Parks

ts will be available to lead these
tivities), a museum tour, and (if you'd rather
stay indoors), games, puzzles, displays, and
sof aurrent conservation topics. We'l
then have substantial snacksand drinks toget
ready foran evening ofsocial activitiesthat will
probably includeslide shows. For people coming
from farther away, reasonably priced overnight
accommodations are available at the Park.

Put November 13onyour calerdar now, and
lookforyour brochure in early October to e
for this enjoyable day. For further information,




*

-

contat  Sandra K. Goss,
skgoss@esper.com

423-522-3809,

Volunteers needed
for @ fow {Imited tesks

This is not a generalized call for vajunteers
butonefora few specific, very short-term tasks.
For the 8/28/99 State Parks Forum (424, this
NU), weneed a few “mectersand grecters.”
For the 8/31/99 Peter Kirby talk and slideshow,
(978, thisNL), we necd help with refreshments.
For the 11/13/99 Annual Mceting, we nced help
with the continental breakfast and the evening
snacksand drinks.
Hyouan Mlp wnh bl of these tasks, please

contact 23.522-3809,
-k@e@sp«mm, or Mamcy Reed, 423.691.8807,
marcyrreed@aol.com

e-mell network end slide show
se-mail listserves can be an invaluable aid for
achieving quick convnunication among members,
or to send outurgent alerts. If you have an e-mail
address, kindly send it to the TCWP e-mail
address, TCWP@korenetorg, andfor to Marcy
Reed, MarcyRReed®aol.com and Sandra K. Goss,
sk,

er.com.
+The TCWP slide show is ready —about 35 minutes
of pictorial and wond slides (NL228 §10D).
Volunteer to present it to your favorite group (a
“cheat sheet” with text is available), or ask us to
supply apresenter. Contact Sandra K. Goss, 423
522-3809, skgoss@esper.com; Marcy Reed, 423-
691-8807, marcyrreed@aot.com; LecRussell, 423.
482-2153, russelllb@sprynet-com)

Speciai mentions

‘Throughout this NL, in conjunction with
specific issues or events, you'll find mentions of
TCWP members, who have contributed their time
and effort in highly significant ways. Here are a
few additional folks that richly deserveour very
speaal thanks.

i was the easy winner with regard
to the mumber of le collected fiom for this
year’s Marchfor Parks, as well as for the total
‘amount collecked. Bobmanaged to get 48 donors to
Lvnmbule altogether $430. Great job, Bob!

in addition to completing, together
wxlh Helen, about a decadeof North Ridge Trail
stewardship (17A, this NL) also contributed a 3-
pagedescription of the Trail to Chapter 9ofthe
Sth edition of Hiking Tennessee Trails (Evan
Meansand Bob Brown, 1999, The Globe Pequot
Press). Noend of thanksforeveiything!
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*NL228 was assembled by Don Davis, Kahla
Gentry, Frank Hensley (leader), Charlie
Kiabunde, Dick Raridon, Marcy Reed, and
Juanita Williams, to ali of wha weare grateful.

K. Fund.raising efforts

Through the efforts of our Membership &
Development Directors and  Board - members,
several grants have been applied for, and other
funding sources are being; explored.  Grants
applied for include East Tennesses Stat Parks
Connections, and grants from Lockheed Martin
and Bechtel Jacobs. (Unfortunately, wefaiied to
get the Urban Forestry grant — see N1228 §10C).
Applicants for tie ORNL management contract
have been approached as passible contributors
Organizational membership in Community
Shares is being explored. Sandra and Marcy will
attend a fund-raising workshop in Atlanta
October9.

40. CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES;
OPENINGS; RESOURCES

Events calendar (For details, check the referenced NL
item; or contact Sandra K. Goss, 423.522-3809,
ok er.con; o Marcy Reed, 4234691-8807,
marcyrreed@aol.com)

*August 28, 95, State Parks Forum, Sevierville
Civic Center (12A).

eAugust 31, 730 pm, Southern Appalachian
Wilderness Walk - talk and slideshow by Peter
Kirby, TennesseeValley Unitarian Church, 2931
Kingston Pike, Knoxville (47B).

*Sept. 1, deadline forcomments on Southem Forest
Resources Assessment (3A(b)).

+Sept. 11, Watershed Improvement Workshop #2,
Brookhaven Farm, Seymour (NL228 §6A).

«Sept. 11, 18, 25, 830 am., Miniprairie outings,
Oak Ridge area (§9D).

+Sept.14, 7 p.m. (CDT), York Institute, Jamestown,
state water quality meeting on Clear Fork (a
‘major stem ofthe Big South Fork) (11C).

<Sept. 16, Knoxville, “Tandowner’s Options for the
Voluntary Conservation of Land,” a seminar
presenting legal, tax, and financial strategies for
preserving family lands by Stephen Small, Esq,
P.C.For location, time, seminar fee, etc, call
615-855-3700.

#Sept. 25, TCWP’s Public Lands Day celebration at
Worthington Cemetery, (19E)

*Oct, 22, NC Atboretum, Asheville, “A Centennial
Celebration of our Public Lands,” sponsored by the
Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition (SAFC,
8282529223 or [toll-frec] 888-BFOREST).




*Nov. 13, Gallinburg, TN, SAMAB (Southern
an an
(Cal 4239744583, or sarnab@ulk edu).
Abstracts maybesubmitted bySept.1.
November 13, TCWP Annual Meeting Norris
State Park (39F)

Exccutive. Director(ovemecing staff of 5) for the

Sociely for Ecological " Restoraton  (access
s stors, o ke Dr. Wikl Halvocson;
ogical Sciences East, Univ. of Arizona,
'nmAz 85721). Application deadline, Sept.

Quallhed volunteers (free mam and board) for
ecological restoration activities on aforested
reserve in Costa Rica (contact Joel Clement at
canopy@seanet.com, or 206-524-1376).

outhWings ~ ConservationThrough Aviation -~
concentrates its efforts primarily an the Southern
Appalachians and Cumberland regions (NL219
93F). In 1998, with one plane and one pilot,
SouthWings flew 233 influential decision makers

missions, in addition to educating
conservation representatives, media
people, educators, and,others on issues such as
deforestation and mining, SouthWings, (287
Airport Road, Jasper, TN 37347) ascepls tax-

*Americans forthe Enviranment has launched a
campaign to prepare local activists for grasstoots
action ‘n the all-important election of 2000.
(Contact AFE at 1400 16th Street, NW, Box 24,
Washington, DC 20036-2266.)

*To substibe (free) to GREENLInes, news from
around the world about wildlife and wildlands,
send the following e-mail messige to
listproc@envirolink.org: “subscribe greenlines
John Doe” The secvice is operated by the
GrassRoots Enviroamental Effectiveness
Network,202-682-9200x236.

~TheGreat Smoky an\uns lnsmute at TI!nnnI
offers environmental educat

feature the natural and mllura] hema;e onhe
Smokies(phone 4234486709 for list

events, or visit www.nps. gnv/grsmlktmonthrm).
oNatural Resource Year in Review, 1998, is a
National Park Service publication that
summarizes and analyzes the year in natural
resourcestewardship and science inthe national
park system. (For a printed copy, contact Jeff
Selleck, NPS WASO-INFO, POBox 25287,
Denver, CO80225-0287; or jeff_selleck@nps.gov)
+Coop America, a non-profit organization,
publishes the National Green Pages, which list
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over 150 categories of sclogiclly s producs
and seevices from socially fesponsible businesses.
(520 fiom Co-op America, 1612 K Streel, NW,
Suite600, Washington, DC 2006, 202-872-5307 -
www.coopamerica.org)

«Congressman John J. Duncan has given up his o-
mailaddress. You can find a link to"Write Your

ep” i d

orwww.house gov/ writerc

*Notices for proposed projects requiring Corps of
Engineers regulatory permits are no longer being
mailed (cxcept on special request) and now
appear n the Nashville District's web page,
http:// www.orn.usace.army.mil/cof/

To receive hard copy, contact Brad Bishop,
Regulatory Branch, POBox 1070, Nashville, TN
37202-1070.

«Republicans for Environmental Protection try to
raise environmental awareness among the
legislators of their party which, with a few
exceptions, have very poor environmental voting
records. REP publishes a newsletter, the GREEN
elephant. (REP AMERICA, POBox 7073,
Deerfield, IL60015

“Nobody makes a greater mistake
than one who does nothing because
they could only do a ittle” Edmand
Burke.

‘TCWP contact information (continued from p.2)







