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13. ACTION SUMMARY

TNo[ Tssue Contact “Message!” or Action
3 |Fall Creek Falls watersbed OSM andiits “bosses” “Grant oue petition! Abandon OSM's ‘prefenied’ altemative!”
4A | Pickett Suate Forest: added lands | Gov.Sundgiist & list “Don’tdelayin purchasing Conningbam wact!”
48 |Golf coursesand resont parks [ Gov.Sundquist & legislators | “Revenue production is not gmmary mission of our Parks!”
State’s Laud-acquisition precess | Yourstate legislators “Land-acquisiti dsto fatal "
4C | Seote’s Gulf gift Bridgesione/Firestone “Thanksfor giftand for romised prowction of retained wact”
4E | Comtainerdepositiegisiation | Yourstate legislaior "Support upcoming billto study liner & recycling problems!"
5B |Friends-of-the-Forest coalition | Marcy Reed Plan (0anendpublic bearing on February 2
6D | Source Water Assessment Progran Plan 0 attend hearing o Dec. 15
7B |Shoreli Tuiative [Tere McDonough, TVA | Comment on propossd Blended Ahecuative
7C | Melion Hill Land Mngt Plan | Patsy Becker, TVA “We support Altemative BY”
9A | Anderson Cy. asphalt plantquarry | Cy. C¢ “Op: ing; support fili o
11A [ TCWP outing, Jan30 TCWP (Hal Smith) Amange to pasticipsie
11C | TCWP eomms TCWP (commitiee chans) | Join a commitiee
Senator Johu Doc ‘The Hon. John Doe Pres. Bill Clinton Govermor Don Sunduist
Urled SaesSense U, Houseof Represensives The White House State Capitol
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243-9872
202.456-1111; Fax 4562461 615-741-2001; Fax 5329711
president@whitehouse.gov
Dear Senator Doe Dear Congresspan Doe. Dear Mr. President ‘Dear Gov, Sundaquist
Sincerelyyouss, Sincerely yours, Respectfully yours, Respeetfully yours,
Sen. Bill Frist: Sen. Fred Toeaipson: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Pb: 202-224-3344; FAX: 202:228.1264  Ph: 202-224-494; FAX: 202-228-3679 Phone: 2022253271
email: senator frisi@fristsenate.gov  e-mail:senator_tbompson@thompson.senate. g0V
Local: 423-602-7977 Locd: 423-545.4253 Local: 423.483-3366
To callany Rep or Senator, dial C i 2022243121, To bills, call 202.225-1772.

WHATIS TCWP?
ring) T e




1. BIG SOUTH FORK -- GMP etc.

A. Your pre-draft input needed
on Generel Management Plen (GMP)

The National Park Service is taking the
unusual step of soliciting comments on preliminary
ideas they have formulated carceming
alteratives to be in the Draft GMP for
the BigSouth Fork National River and Recreation
Area (BSENRRA). the tentatively
proposed altematives embody significant, harmful
operdevelopments, and our input s therefore of the

ce.

We had extremely short notice (10 days!) about
4 meetings heldon the subject (Nov. 30 - Dec. 3) but
triedto get word out toas many interested folks as
possible. Therewere 18, ~30, ~50. and (?) people at
the Jamestown, Oneida, Oak Ridge, and Whitley
City meetings, respectively, and a lot of lively
discussion. The meetings are now over, but your
written comments will get equal weight to any oral
ones (no firm deadline, but the sooner the better
because the planners are already working an the
% draft). Please read the endlosed fact sheet and
tske action. As you will see (under ~Your
Comments”) you are being asked to answer very
simple_questions and your responses can be very
brief. For more infornation call us (423-482-2153),
or check with NPS (423-569-9778).

. Big South Fork has priority
for Unified Watershed Assessment Funds
The Tewwssee Dept. of Envirunment and
Conservation has identified 35 Category-l
watersheds (i, those with water-quality
problems), out of which the state has selected 4 top
priority watersheds. These are being submitted to
EPA in application for Unified Watershed
Assessment Funds (see 96A for a fuller description
ofthis progeam). Amarg the prorlty sivers, South
ork Cumberland River is the f named.
R groups, mganuuhons, officials
and others willbe contacted about a public meeting
canceming the operationof the Unified Watershed
AssessmentFunds program

2. OBED NEWS

. Cumberiand County Water Supply Study
nearing completion

>

In the last Newslellu

(NL224 §1A), we reported in same detail a
September meeting in which we received an update
o the progress of the “technical feasibility”
water-supply study that will have a major impact
urrent and future dam proposals in the Obed
watershed (e.g, the Clear Creek Dam proposal).
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At the proceding une) mosting we had expressed

of this study, wmch bemg a le:slmhry andrnot a
project study - was not being conducted under
NEPA, and thus without general public input
(NL223 93A). The Corps had responded by
including 3 hypothetical = scenarios of growth,
which werepresentedfor the September meeting.

We came away from that meeting concerred
that the range of these scenarios was clearly on the
high side. Even though there will be a more valid
needs analysis once NEPA comes into play, a
specific proposed federal projectthat would trigger
NEPA will presumably be chosen on the basis of the
current Corpsstudy (the greaterthe perceived need,
the more massive a project), and this choice will

havea

We communicated this continuing concem to the
Corps and they have now added another “low-
growth” scenario, namely, 1.5% annually through
Year 2025, then 1.25% annually through Year 2050.
One may still ask why the low margin of the range
is not a no-growth scenario. Another question we
are trying to get answers to concems the data
supplied by the utility districts, on which the
needs analyses arebased. Specifically, wewantto
know whether the tallies of “new” water users
include thosehouseholds and businesses that newly
connect to a water system, regardless of whether
they might already have been water users
water) prior to Ouw coems were
communicated to the m.gn ‘team.

County Executive speaks. ~ Brock Hill,
Cumberland County Executive, spoke at the recent
TCWP Annual Weekend (118, this NL), about the
area’s water supply situation. Since Hill became
Execut ve in1994, the sounty has experienced 23%
growth (partly from new retirement communities),
straining the infrastructure. Of five rural water
districts, all except Crab Orchard are served by
Crossville, and the contracts are coming up for
rene He succeeded in getting the utility
districts to sign a joint request to the state to assist
inobtaining a water supply;and the state, in tum,
Tiopesto use the process as a model for other areas
in Tennessee. Brock Hill is working to form a
consarSum n regional water supply to continue
dealing with the state. Sen. Thompson and Rep.
Van Hilleary were approached to get water-
supply funds for theCorps of Engiscers.

Upper Obed poliuted

but not proposed for cleanup funds
ssee’slonglistof pollutedwater bodies, the

"303(.1)" list (¥6B, this NL) includes the uppermost




o

27miles of the Obed, “from the confluence of Little
Obed to Lake Holiday.” This segment s listed as
"ot supporting” designated uses, with pollutant
sources being wban runoff/storm sewers (medium
magnitude) and upstream _impoundment  (high
magnitude). There s “a significant loss of expected
biological diversity below Lake Holiday.
Samplingnear Catoosa WMA also indicated stress
to biological community” Although the Obed
within the Wild and Scenic River (WSR) boundary
does fully support designated ses, the significant

and the fact that
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3. FALL CREEK FALLS “LUMP"
(Lands Unsuitable for Mining Petition)

A. More effort needed to have OSM get tha

massage
[&nmbuicd by Marcy Reed]

One might have thought OSM would have got
the message. The June public hearing on the draft
ES for the Lands Unsuitable for Mining Petition
(N1223 qiB) was attended by 350400 people,
virtuaily all in favor of declaring the watershed

mining Oialmost peakers (many

in the watershed are growing, caused the WSR
portiontobe described as “threatened;” this means
that “the Division believes that a continuation of
land use or other trends will cause the stream to
fail to support designated uses within the next two
years.”

Despite this dire prognosis, and despite the
significance  of the “threatened”
downstream , the upper Obed was not included in
the recent priority list for Unified Watershed

s The state’s rationale for this
omission is described in J6B. We are looking into
way s to remedy this situation.

Obed Watershed Association formad
Because of growing pressures to develop and
exploit the Obed watershed (see, eg. N(224 11).
the Friends of the Obed/ Cumberland County (where
agood part of the watershed is located) decided to

of wh ritten comments), only one
opposed the petition. Subsequemly, OSM received
207 letters, again virtually all supporting the
petition (see 93B, below, for letters requiring
special mention).

There are, however, disturbing signs that OSM
isnot startingfrom scratch. Instead, they appear to
be generating a supplemental EIS in which they are
merely respondingto eachsubjectarea raised by the

but still denying the petition to declare
the watershed unsuitable for mining. As you may
recall (NL223 11A), their “preferred alternative”
was the separate EIS be
prepared for each individual permit application
within the petition area

Itis important now tokeepthe pressure on OSM
and on OSM's “bosses” within the Adminsitration
(see list in Action box, below). You can make the
 following paints:

transfonn into a coalition, the Obed
Association (OWA). An organizing meeting was
held in Crossville an November 6. TCWP's
Executive Disector, Marcy Reedaddressed the group
and stressed the need to include as many types of
stakeholders as possible. Several organizations
have already joined the coalition, and others are
likely to affiliate over the next several months.

The purpose of the OWA is to be adocates for
restoring, preserving, and appreciating the Obed
River and its watershed. Committees are being
formed to address the following issues: water
quality and supply, forestry, mining, sustainable
development, tourism and recreation, and valuing
our watershed. The challenges to these committees
were recently outlined in some detail by Don Clark.
One committee has already met, and others are
getting under way December 7. If you want further
infonnation, or can suggest groups that might be
interested in joining the coalition contact Donor Jean
Clark at 931-277-5467.

ing evidence that

Acld Mine Drainage produced by this area can be
effectively predicted and treated.

« The preferred alternative does not take into account
cumulative impacts of numerous individually
permitted mines

« The preferred alternative would shift the burden of
permitting individual mines from the federal
govenunent to the state, creating an
federal mandate.

*The EIS did not include a systematic inventory of
the impact of miniug or: threatened and endangered
species in the watershed of the park, as requiredby

aw.

«The ElSdid not provide information onthe ecanomic
impact of enining the watershed an state and local
ecanomies, especially tourism (in fact, the Park
supports over 740 jobs locally and over 930 jobs
statewide, and produces very large sums of income
for local counties and the state).

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write, call, or e-mail the|

SIEMing Lt uf pesple oo o o mose o the
above points, and urge them to abandon the|

“preferred altemative” and t the petition.




[Seretary Bruce Babitt,
US Department of the Interioe
1849 C Street, NW
Waskington OC 20240
202-208-7551
bruce. babbitt@ios.doi.gov
[Beverly Brock, Supervisor, OSM
530 Gay Street SW, Suite X
Knoxville, TN 37902 =

4235454100 x146
BBROCK@OSMRE.GOV
[Kathy Karpan, Oirector, OSM
1951 Constitution Ave., NW
Hraisiondeiceaige
2022084006

KKARPANGOSMRE.GOV

George Frampton, Interim Director
Council on Enviranmental Quality
360 Old Executive Olbm Building

Washington, DC
2024566224; FAX zuussmo
Vice President At Gore
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20501
202-456-1111
vicepresident@whitehouse.gov
Your Congressman and Senators (see p.2) |

B. Soma_notaworthy comments

on OSM’s Draft EIS

InJuly, the State of Tennessee submitted a 12-
page letter (covered in same detail in N1223 11D)
which concluded that “there is a very substantial
likelihood that, upon further review, the Petition
should be granted at least in part* Thus, the letter
says, “thereis convincing evidence that some lands,
such as the watershed of Fall Creek and Cane
Creek, mustnotbe mined.”

Similarly, the EPA (Environmental Protection
Agency)in August cxammended that the Preferred
Alternative be #3c, under which selected
watersheds within the petition area can be
designated as unsuitable for surface mining. EPA
stated that OSM “should designate the Cane Creek
watershed and possibly the Meadow Creek and Fall
Creek watersheds as off limits tomining” and that
“each new mining application in the remainder of
the petition areabe required to have an individual
mining plan EIS."

The US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) had
carlier submitted to OSM their review of our
(SOCM/TCWP’s) petition and stated we were “in
general ... accurate relative to the description of
fish and wildlife tesourars within the petition
area,” but that we had omitted two endangered
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Species, the gray bat and the Virginia spiraea,
which also are found there. “We strongly agree,”
said USFWS “that serious adverse impacts will
occur to sensitive biological cesources should ovining
be permitted to octur within the petition boundary

conducted in skrict compliance with
applicable statutes and regulations.”

\gressmen Gordon and Wamp, and Sen. Frist
have expressed to us their support of the petition,
though we dor't know whether they have directly
interacted with OSM, and if o, what their
approach has been.

Finally, it was interesting to read the opposite
view in the Skyline Coal Company’s letter to OSM,
which stated that “designation for the petition
area as unsuitable for miningwould likelyhave the
effect of shutting Skyline dawn ... , as continuing
mining outside the petition area is significantly less
economical than in the petition area ..." According
to Skyline, not only thegranting of the petit.on, but
even the preferred alternative (which, they say,
“in fact amounts to a partial granting of the
petition”) “would constitute a taking for which
Skyline would seek compensation.” It is
undoubtedly the fear of a “takings” lawsuit that
has kept OSM from granting the petition; they
probably realize that their “prefecred alternative”
could notbe constiued tobe a taking.

4. STATE LANDS AND OTHER CONCERNS

A. Support purchasa of addition

to Pickelt State Pari/Forest
{Contributed by Frank Hensley]

The Forestry Division (of the Tenn Dept of
Agriculture) is working to purchase 1,148 acres
located inthe headwaters of the Little South Fork
of the Cumberland River adjacent to Pickett State
Forest. This tract, (the old Arbuthnot land, now
referred to as the Cunningtam property), is
bordered in the north by the Kentucky state line
and Daniel Boone National Forest, and on the west
and south by Pickett State Forest. It would
constitute a very important addition to Pickett
However, the Forestry Division tells us that,
whilethe acquisition has a high priority, there is
at present o gurantee that it will take place in a
timely fashion.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: To help. assure that this
tract is prirchased by the state before a private|
developer acquires it, contact (a) Covemor,
Sundquist (address p. 2), (b) Commissioner of|
Agriculture, Dan Wheeler, 615-837-5100, (c) State
Forester, Ken Amey (Ellington Agtic. Center, POB|



40627, Nashville 37201, Phone 615-837-5411,
kamey@mail state.tn.us), (d) your state legislators
(see Political Guide).

. Stal

Parks Legislative Forum
[Contributed o<y

On November 14, TCWP Executive Director
Maccy Reed attended a farum held in Nashville to
discusspotential legislation and action in regard to
state parks. Charlie Tate and Dare Bible fram the
TDEC's State Parks office presented the state’s
plans forthenextfew years. Because East Tennessee
presently has relatively fewer parks containing golf
courses, Gov. Sundquist is planning to add several
rew golf cowses and is projectingat least ane resort
park in East Tennessee. Thie intent is for the golf
courses to be self-supporting and possibly even to
provide furds for other state parks. The general
philosophy of this state administration is to have
stateparksbe revenueproducers.

Tennesseans do not want golf cousses in their
parks. When all the cosk are factored in, existing
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private land conservancy (e.g, the Conservation
Fund for the Pickett addition). At the forum, reform
of the stateland acquisition process was deternined
tobe a kop priority. It will be handled as such
amang the Environmental Action Fund's legislative
items for 1999,

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Alert yourstate legislator]
(see Political Guide)aboutthe need to reform the|
state’s land acquisition prosess in order tobe able to|
add desirable Jands to the State pPark or Naturall
Areas systems when such track beames available|
from willing sellers.

2

Follow-up on Scotts Gulf gift

~4000 acres ofland donaked to the state of
Tennessee Bridgestone/Firestone  (BF} an
September 3 (NL224 §2A) will be administered by
TWRA (Tenn. Wildlife Resource Agency). TWRA's
Executive Director, Gary Myers, recently outlined
(in the Friends of Scott's Gulf newsletter) some of
the planned activities. They include “management
of the fields to improve small game

facilities can be shown not to be sel
Valuable tax dollars endup funding the golf courses
and resort parks, with necessary resource protection
and state park maintenance being neglected.
Additionally, creation of a golf coure destroys
large acreages of natural landscapes in a

operation of the facility is environmentally
harmful in that it requires water resources and
contributes herbicides and pesticides to the run-off
that goes into the creeks and streams of the park
and its surroundings.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write o Goy. Sundquist|
(address on p.2) and compliment him an his recent
designation of the Cumberland Trail State Park
NL223 12; 1228 §4D). Reqmsz u»m he
recansiderhis dedision to construct new golf courses,
and a resort park in East Tennessee, n(mg same of|
the reasans given above. Urge that maney be
instead spent an maintaining the natural cesources
of existing parks and p g bufer zones
lmm Object m lh: philosophy that state parks
roducers. Send a copy to your,
state kgxslalors (see Political Guide).

Another item discussed at the forum was the
state land acquisition process. Currently, an
incredibly complex bureaucratic pathway must be
followed before desirable lands can be bought fram
willing sellers, and a great deal of potential park
land has been lost this way. Several of the
additions that have been made in recent years were
accomptished only thiough intermediate action by a

habitat;  improve upland timber resources;
protection of the forested riparian comridor of the
Caney Fork River system; and establish public use
peograms that are low impact such as big game
hunting, small game hunting. hunting dog field
trials, and other oukdoor activities such as hiking,
horseback riding, bird watching, canoeing,
kayaking, photography, and cave exploring
consistent with the Conservation Easement” [note
that BF's gift included a conservation easement
that restricts development (including commercial
tree cutting) on the property). “Roads and parking
areas to permit all-weather access will be
construcked ... All other unimproved field and
forest roads and forest trails will be closed to
moborized traffic, including off-road vehicles such
as ATVs, and horses.”

There is a great deal of geographic and other
information about the area m the Scott'’s Gulf
website, which includes a great “virtual tour” of
the area, at http://www. tatech edu/www/life/
orge/grotto/Gulf/gulfhtml. TDEC also has a
Scott’s Gulf website at hitp://www statetn.us/
environment/epo/ bridgefire/ index html.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: If you haven't almdy done]
50, express your appreciation to Masatoshi Ono,
Ch: , Bridgestone/Firestone Inc., % Century
Blvd,, P.O.Box 148900, Nashville, TN 37214-8900.
You may wish to evention not culy the land gift
itself, but the commitment to develop a long-texm



environ-mental management plan for the remaining
of the BF property.

D. TDEC's Strategic Plan ready for raviaw

The Tennessee Dept. of Environment and
Conservation’s Four-Year Strategic Plan will apply
toall of TDEC's areas: State Parks, Conservation
(eg, Natural Areas, rivers, trails) and
Enviconment (eg, air and water quality, solid
waste). TCWP’s Wendy Lane, Frank Hensley and
Marcy Reed atkended a teleconference an the Plan
an December 3 at UTK and voiced their opposition
to the development of golf courses in state parks
(see also 14B, above). To facilitate further public
input, the state has made the draft available at
the TDEC website (http://www.state.tn.us/
enviconment/tdecplan htm). You can also request
hard copy by phoning the PlanningCoordinator at
615-532-0072, butyou maybe told the deadline has
passed (supposedly, December 10).

E. Container.deposit legislation
[Based on a contribution by Mary Lynn Dobson]

The ten states that have container-deposit
legislation (which requires a refundable deposit o
beverage containers) recycled 30 million rs more
containersin ane year than did the 40 other states
combined. Such recycling reduces eonsumption of
natural resources needed %o fabricate containers.

* Wastehas been reduced by 5-8% in these states

* An EPA report shows that using a reusable that is
filled just 10 times reduces both air and water
pollution significantly.

* Other studies have documented that littered
beverage containers cost fanmers millions of $§ in
work delays, injured livestock, and ruined crops
(834 million a year in Pennsylvania alone).

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Ask your state legislators
{se Polica Guide) to supportthe upcoming bill
sty lter aod recyciog Communicate|
o oo s s oy el e o oaes
container-deposit legislation|
polls).

Anunnm
(GAO and Hart steaxd\

F. Toll-tree reporting

of environmental concerns

1f yoususpect an environmental crime (e.g., an
illegal dump site, damage to a protected area), call
the toll-free number 1-888-891-8332, which gets you
in touch with the nearest TDEC office. Your call is
confidential, but an 1D number assigned to y
inquiry allows TDEC to give you feedback an how
your complaint is being resolved. From the same
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phone number, you can also get information @
recycling, pollution prevention, andpermits.

5. FORESTRY AND TIMBERING IN
TENNESSEE

A. Further analysls of
Forestry Panel’s recommandations
The cecommendations of the 40-member Forest
Management Advisory Panel (FMAP), which were
summarized extensively in NL224 13C, include a
number of potentially harmful positions formulated
by the majority of the panel (industry
representatives, large land owners, oppoments of
cegulations).  Thus, BMPs (Best Management
Practices) would remain voluntary; a statewide
study of chip mills would not be supported; and
land. be for

imposed restrictions (“takings”).  Possibly most
insidious is the reconunendation to pass a right-to-
practice-forestry law. This type of law, which has

proposed in some other states, offers forest-
land owners varying degrees of “protection” om
local or state ordinances that regulate forestry
activities. (Steangely, even public-land forestry
may be encampassed by thls “protection,” meaning
that the citizens who own these public lands are
prevented fram promulgating — through their
elected representatives — any regulation of
activities on these lands.)

The FMAP report, which will be released in
late December or January, is merely a set of
recommendations. What actually happens (or fails
to happen) in the legislature will, to a large extent,
be the result of other pressures. I recognition of
this fact, a new coalition has been fonned (158,
below)

8. Friends of the Forest
(Contributed by Marcy Reed]

Ancor cosliion, Fiends of the Forest, has been
formed o work for legislation to protect Tenaessee
forests.  The organizational meeting, held in
Nashville on November 15, was attended by
representatives of TCWP (Marcy Reed), Save Our
Cumberland Mountains, Sierra Club, Ovgwood
Alliance, Katuah EFI, Memphis Audubon Society,
TN Forest Defense Council, Environmental Action
Fund, TN Environmental Council, and The Center.

Several of the individuals in atiendance had
been members of the Forest Management Advisory
Panel (T5A, above). Friends of the Forest plans to
hold a public hearing to discuss the

i This is
tentatively planned for February 2, 1999, 5:30 pm, in
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the Legislative Plaza, Nashville. The hearing R/Upper Clinch R. being alternatives.  Local
will include an in-depth critique of the FMAP watershed groups, organizations, officials and
process. possible unveiling of a others fram the propased watersheds will be
Compul\enslve Forestry Act. contacted about public meetings.

Members of Friends of the Forest are currently in B. Proposed proce:
the process of drafting legislation for several for setting Furore ‘priorities
different bills they would like tosee passed inthe How does the state propose to handle the 28
nextyearandoverthe nextfive years. One of these, Category-T watersheds that have to date not been
a "bad actor” bill, is based an a recommendation assigned a priority for funding (J6A)? The answer
from the FMAP; it would require timber companies is based on the 303(d) list, which Tennessee revised
to register their cuts and, if waterquality violations in September 1998.
oorur, best management practices would
mandatory.  Among other legislation being Under the 303(d) program of the federal Clean
contemplated is a chip mill bill, and are requiring Water Act (NL223 15A), a state must list all
the cument forest-inventory system to include waters. that do not meet state water-quality
ecalogical information rather than just a count of standards even after point soures (eg., factories,
trees. As these vatious bills take more substantive sewage plants) have installed the minimum
form, we'll provide more information in the TCWP required levels of pollution-control technologies.
Newsletter. For such waters, the state must then establish a

ranking of the order in which TMDIs will be

WEAT YOU CAN DO Atiend e pobic Tearim developed (all TMDL must be developed by Year
o tentatively planac for Fehruaty 2, 530 por 201). ETMDU(Total IMaxiinioyDailyjLoad) Is the
ST. Contact Marcy Reed (423481.0633 or pollution level above which the waterbody can ro
longer support its designated uses. Based an this

level, cleanup plans must be developed. The value
o{ the TMDL program liesin farusing on cumulative

pollution.

marcyrreed@aol.com) for further info on date,
time, and location, and for possible car-pooling

The Tenn. Dept. of Envirunment and
Conservation has dectded to give high priority to

ES LU ERWATER QUACIIVRISSUES water bodies that, (a) are located within

A. Priority watersheds chosen watersheds that begin their 5y ear management
for clean-up funds cyclein 1996, 1997, or 1998, and (b) are impacted by
Under a directive from President Clinton, the a pollutant for which guidance for TMDL
EPA and USDA (Dept of Agriculture) have generationis available. If the pollutant is ene for
prepared the Clean Water Action Plan, released in which EPA has not provided guidance, the affected
February 1998 (see also 1B, this NL). The key waterbody isdoomed to a low priority.
element is a cooperative approach called the
Unified Walershed ~Assessment and Restoration c. G-lling t'u legm-lun educated
Plan, in which various levels of govemment and e vy EAR

the public, (a) identify watersheds with the most
critical water quality problems (Category 1), and
(b) identify specific projects in these critical
watersheds to receive funding for restoring the
impaired waters.

Speaking at TCWP's Annual Weekend, the
Environmental Action Fund's lobbyist, Erin Kelly,
discussed several approaches to interacting with
the legislature on water issues.

« Paving the way by showing legisiators where they
needtogetinvolved by bringing new bills. A major
example is the burgeoning of large animal feed Jots,
which seriously pollute surface and greund water.
‘The pereception might be that these feed lots are
farms, whereas they are, in fact, factories. The
state is actually inviting them in, with 1o broad
public involvement

«Stopping bad bills by showing legislators the
shakiness of the rationale behind them and the
magnitude of the probable cmcequences An

The Tennessee Dept. of Environment and
Conservat on (TDEC) has identified 35 Category-1
watersheds. Using priority lists fram TDEC, TDA
(Tenn. Dept. of Agriculture) and NRCS (Natural
ResourcesConservation Service), Tennessee selected
4 top priority watersheds to submit to EPA for
Unified Watershed Assessment Funds. South Fork
Cumberland River is the first one named. Others
are Red River, Upper Duck R., and Nolichucky R.,
with Ft. lowdon Lake/Little R. and Powell



example is this year's series of bills (V1220 12:
NL22114D) sticmulated by one farmer, that would
have resulted in toppling the whole ARAP
(Aquatic Alterations Peimit) program.
Another example is this year's bills that would
have decreed that the Obed and Conasauga
Riverscould never be designated Outstanding
National Resource Water — bills that would have
set the precedent for the legislature interfering
with decsions ofan independent Board created by
past legislation.
*Making legislators accountable. Tennesseans need
to devlop something analogous to the League of
onservation Voters' national environmental
scorecard for Cangress and campaign actions based
an that (see TI0B, this NL). EAF is hoping to
develop the appropriate data base, but will need
$10,000-20,000f or this purpose

0. Source Water Assessmant Program
(SWAP) open for commants
The state is now soliciting public comments o
the SWAP, which was established by a 1996
Amendmern Safe Drinking Water Act
(NL224 14B). This programrequires each state to
analyze existing and potential threats to the
quality of public drinking water supplies and to
submit a plan to EPA by February 6, 1999. Amang
other things, the state plan must delineate source-
water protection areas, a possibleavenue

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Hearings will beheld at 3
locations across the state an Dec. 15-17, the first
being at Knoxville, Dec15, 1:00 p.m (Knox Cy.
Health Dept Auditorium, 140 Dameran Ave.),
Anywritten comments must be received by Dec. 31
{Tenn. Div. of Water Supply, éth Poor, 1&C Tower,
401Churchst., Nashville 37243-1549). Tennessee’s

SWAP  overview may accessed  at

For further info, call Thomas A. Moss (615-532-|

0170).

7. TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

A. Non-powar program
limping slong on partial funding
TVA's resource (non-power) am was
“zerced” in the regular TVA appropriation (NL224
6A), butis,or may be, picking up qumbs here and
there. As nearaswe can ascertain $50 millionwas
incuded in the water  resources
appropriations bill (which typically funds Corps
of Engineers projects). It is also considered quite
possible that additional money may come fram a
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refinancing of TVA's debt. If approximately $3.2
billion of ouktanding high-interest loans were
refinanced, an estimated $I00 million in annual
savings could be used to pay for the non-power
program. The refinancing would, however, have to
be approved by the Treasury Depattment’sFederal
Financing Bank, which in the past has refused to
allow TVA to pay off loans ahead of schedule.
Possiblypartial refinancing would be approved. In
the meantime, activities such as the Shoreline
Management Initiative and reservoir management
plans - Including that for Melton Hill - are
continuing(seestoriesbelow)

. Shoreline Management Initlative ravised

101996, TVA offered its Shoreline Management
Initiative (SMD) and Draft EIS for extensive public
review. There was a great deal of disapproval of
TVA's preferred alternaty ve, and this disapproval
went in two opposite directions with respect to
resource conservation but addressed different
aspects of the proposal. On the one side, there were
many vocal owners of shoreland residences who
didn't want TVA to curtail their right to clear
vegetalion (“briar palches,” as they referted toit)
in the Shoreline Management Zane (SMZ), and
didn't want restrictions on the sze and types of
docksthey couldbuild,and objected to dock-related
and other fees they would have to pay. On the
other side, there were TCWP and other
organizations, and numeros individuals, who
objected to the proposed considerable increase in
the percentage ofshoreline that would be open to
development

Responding to this_miscellaneous collection of
concemns, TVA spent 2 years developing a new
proposal, the “Blended Alternative,” which was
presented tothe public ata series of 150 pen houses
held between Nov. 30 and Dec. 3. TCWP's Marcy
Reed and Lee Russell attended ore of these and
recognized soine other TCWP members among the
people looking at exhibits and talking to TVA
staff. Although the mevtings are over, TVA still
welcomes written comments (see Action Box, below).

The Blended Alternative responds to what had
been ourmayor canem by not allowing any increase
in “Open Shoreline” beyond the existing 38%
system-wide average (individual reservoirs vary
greatly). Open Shoreline has two components: (a)
private shoreiine an which TVA has a flowage
easement (ie., the right to flood up 10 a certain
level), and (b) TVA public lands where the
adjoining private property ownerhas access rights
across the land.  The existing 38% of Open
Shoreline is composed of 13% curently developed



and 25% undeveloped; thus, the 38% represents an
upper limut — a goal ~within which
developmentcouldoccur.

‘The Blended Alternative contains a “maintain-
and-gain” poiicy wder which rights in ane place
could be exchanged for those in another place,
provided this would result ineither nonetloss or in
2 gain of publicshoreline, and in equal or greater
public value of the land, Under the alternative,
TVA would also promote donation of conservation
easements from lands that continued tobe privately
owned (thls was one recommendation in TCWP's
1996 eomuments).

The greatest part of the remaining 62% of the
shoreline “is currently available for resource
mangement (wildlife, openspace, cultural resources
protection, visual protection, forestry, and related
purposes).” These 62% are compased of 25% TVA-
owned and -managed, and 37% that are TVA-
owned but managed jointly with other entiries
(usually a goverment agency). TCWP would like to
see TVA include a provision in their SMI to the
effect that Small Wild Areas (such as the ane o
Whites Creek inwhich TCWP maintains a trail)
would remain inviolate.

‘The Blended Altemative appeases those who
didnot want theirrights to vegetation clearing and
dock construction curtailed. A grandfather clause
allows continuation of mowingofexisiinglawns and
use of existing docks. Various fees proposed in the
earlier draft are eliminated. The Shoreline
Management Zane (SMZ), required for TVA land
across wich adjacent property owners have access,
has been narrowed fromtheearlierproposed 100ft.
depth to25 ft. (isthat reallyenough tomeet water-
quality objectives, help control erosion, andbenefit
the aquatic habitat?). Within the TVA property
inland fiom the 2Sft-deep SMZ some selective
thinning, pruning, and other vegetation

be allowed with

TVA.

TCWP likes the provisions of the Blended
Alternative that address public-land protection
(with regard  both quantity and value) and

urce conservation. We would like to sce an
explicit statement that Small Wild Areas will
remain inviolate. Further, we have some concems
about the adequacy of a 25ft-deep SMZ; the depth
mayneed tobeincreased.

WHAT YOU CAN DI

By Januaty 31, send yow|
comaents to Ms. Tere McDarnough, SMI Project]
Leader, TVA, 17 Ridgeway Road, Norris, TN
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37828; or call 1-800-TVA-LAND and leave your
name and address along with your comments;or ¢+
mail

c. umon Hill Plan
‘A h

eld an Open House on November 30 to
pmvxde |nlom|mn and answer questions about the
Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for the
Melton Hill Reservoir Land Management Plan
(LMP). Early in 1997, TVA initiated a scopng
rocess with a wide distribution of questionnaires
A large majority of returned comments were in
supportof scenicbeauty,natural resourceprotection,
and public land values, andin opposition to future
developments.

Two altematives were considered:

- The no-action alternative, under which TVA would
cantinue the resevoir-land Forecast developed in
1966, Under that alternative, a land use proposed
either by an an external applicant or by TVA is
evaluated for consistency withthe Forecast.

B. The EMP developed in the current Draft EA, which
was based on public input, existing and newly
collected field data, and technical knowledge of
TVA, TWRA, DOE and other agencies.

»

‘The Jand-use zones defined wnder Alternative B

and the acreages allocated to them areas follows:
Zone  Designation Acres
No.

#1  NonTVA shoreland

#2  TVAproject operations 205
#3  Sensitive cesourcemanagement 1276
#4  Natural resource conservation 592
#5  Industrial/commercial 2
#6  Developed recreation 2%
#7 Residential access 158
Total 2578

‘The SensitiveResource zone (43) includes wetlands,
habitat protection areas, Small Wild Areas,
ecological study areas. significant scenic areas, and
several other types. The Natural Resource zone
(#4) may include wildlife and forest management
areas, informal recreation areas, wildlife viewing
areas, and others.

Comparison between the alternatives shows
that of the 1,868 acres that are allocated to zones
#3 and #4 under Alternative B, Alternative A
wouldallow 592 acres for industrial development,
684 acres for public recreation, 9 actes for
commercial landings, etc. Clearly, TCWP picks
Alternative B as the better choice. Of special



interest tous is that Worthington Cemetery (near
Elza), which TCWP, a few years ago, comumitted to
g . 2

assigned to zone “industrial” inAlternative A.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: We recommend

Alternative B. Written comments should be sent

Jamiary 511 Paey R Becker, TVA Melion Hill
Land Management

for]

t Office, 2009 Grubb Rd. lumk
, TN 37771, or via e-mail at m

D. Other managemant pians

rocess similar to that described for Melton

Hm Reservoir (17C, above) is currently under way

natural  resource management  units

hn:ludmg Davis Creek on Norris Res) and the

drafts will be available for public review within

the rext month. Development of plans for other

units will start in the spring. For information call

Ralph Jordan at 423-632-1604, or send e-mail to
jrjordan@tva gov

-

SMOKIES BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES, etc.

»

. Report of Smokies Network meeting

{Contrbuted by Pattice Cole]

The Smokies Network met in October at the
GSMNP Headquarters to discuss issues of comman
interest to TCWP, the Smoky Mountain Hiking
Club, SierraClub,1zaak Walton League, andother
local, regional, and national environmental and
recreational groups. Patrice Cole will represent
TCWP in setting up a steering commitiee and
definingits funcbons. Articles and announcements
were solicited for a Smokies list server which is
soen tobe developed

Assistant Park Superintendent Phil Francis
dxs(umd the xscovu Amenci lmhitlv! to
the GSMNP
(N1221 §2D). The project is expedtd o
10 years, involving eumerous partnerships with
universiies, e, and should resul n 3 list of
roughly 100,000 species, compared to the 20,000 or
5o currently known to occur in the park. Twin Creeks
is being considered a5 a location for a small
“campus”to provide temporary living quarters lov
researchers and perhaps a “science center”
displaying  the results of the  surv zy
Altemnatively, an off-park parcel ofland might be
donatedforthis purpose.

The LeConte Lodge reservation system. which
has traditionally been “closed” in the sense that
priority is given to those who have stayed there
before, isbeing considered for revision s0asto make
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it more open, recognizing that all Americans own
the park, not just a small elite. TCWP's Patrice
Cole asked if there were plans to eventually
eliminate this cancession, which many park users
consider  to inappropriate  under
circumstances. Phil Francis replied that this would
be considered only when the General Management
Plan is revised, which will not ocw in the
foreseeable future.

A trail_maintenance Environmental Assessment
is currently underway at the NPS technical center
in Denver. Whax issued, the EA will invite public
comment an which  trails should receive priority
and an the best policy for accomplishing trail
maintenance (e.g., speedy and economical versus
quietand less intrusive methods). More than one-
half of the Park’s 800 miles of trails are in poor
condition; 23 trails are slated for majorrenovations
during 19%9.

There was a brief discussion regarding the
cancellation of the red . —Ieintroduction
program in GSMNP (18B, below).  Finally,
attendees were reminded to thank Senator Fristand
Congyessman Duncan for supporting legislation that
canlead torestrictions onpack overflights.

8. Aed wolf reintroduction effort abandoned
On October 8, the US Fish & Wildlife Service
and National Park Service jointly announced an end
to the 8-year effort to restore a wild population of
red wolves in the GSMNP. Of 28
have been bom in the Park and not removed, nane
appears to have survived its first year. ~Biologists
suspect that disease (e.g, parvovirus), predation
(coyotes?), malnutrition, and parasites contributed
to the high pup mortality. Adult wolves also
strayed out of the Park, possibly because of a
scarcity of prey.

The GSMNP has had considerable sucvess in
restoringpopulations of other wild species, such as
the river otter and peregrine falcon The red
wolves that are still in the Park will be captured
and relocated.

C. insect and dise: acts
on Park vegetation - non-native invaders
ral Resource Specialist Kris Johnson has
recently summarized pest species currently present
in the Park. They include the balsam woolly
adelgid (an insect, which has devastated the
Fraserfir stands),.dogwood anthracnose (a
butternutcanker(a fungus), Chinese chestnut blight
(which kills resprouted American chestnuts),
Dutch elm disease, Ewopean mountain ash sawfly,




beech bark disease (an insect and a fungus), and
southempine beetle. Pesksof fulure aoncem arethe
gypsy moth (which threatens old-growth oak
stands) and the hemlock woolly adelgid (an
insect) It is a gloomy picture that promises to get
worse. The exact role of air pollutants is unknows,
but it is possible that the non-native invaders
would be less lethal f individual trees were not
already stressed by acid deposition, ozane, orthe
largeinfluxofnitrogen.

The threat from invasive alien species increase
as Americans buy more goods frum abroad. Many of
the hitch-hiking pests are transported in ships’
ballast water, in cargo, and especially in packing
material. A strategy of fumigabng packing
material with methyl bromide is row in place in
China and elsewhere, but this gas is a Class-l
depleter of theozone layer, S0timesmore depleting
than are the chiorofluorocarbons (CFCs). The US
Dept. of Agriculture is being urged to initiate
regulations to require importers to utilize types of
packing thatwouldnotbe hospitableto pests.

Foathills Parkway

jpon passage of TEA-21 (NL224 $9D), the Park
received $86 million to construct the 16 miles
remaining in the 16-mile Walland-Wears Valley

t of the Foothills Parkway. Construction,
started in the early 1980s, was halted becauseof
engineering problems and major environmental
damages.
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pmblem now before us is that

Commissioners are wavering and want to find a
compromise before theappeal is submitted. That's
what the Dec. 21 hearingis about.

‘This is what re-zoning would mean:

s environmental degradation of air and water,
dangers of blasting, dust, aoxious fames, traffic,
noise, odor

*loss of local control ~ allowing a propsperous
corporation to undermine the public planning
process with inappropriate development

esetting a precedent for industrial use along the
highway which may attract other operations

+lossofa primary tourism gateway -- the site is at
the off-ramp to the Museum of Appalachia, Norris
Lake, the County Visitors’ Center.

WHAT YOU CAN County residents, and]

especially Oak Ridgers, “should call their County
&ianers to oppose the re-zoning an d suppod)

filing an ippell

Comumissioners from Oak Ridge are listed below.

Their current probable leaning is indicated a

follows: » = i x = pro-Rogers; 7 = swing

vote.

x JamesVines, 482-4111

2 Larry Dickens, 483-0289

7 Harold Jenigan, 452-9879

o Jerty Creasy,482-1171

x Jacqelin Holloway,482-5077

. 1,481-0526.

8. LDCAL ISSUES: AN

@ you went the names of the other 10

THREAT TO ANDERSON couNTv

A. Oppose iarge asphalt piant

A large asphalt plant and 30-acre quarry,
projected to operate 40-60 years, threaten the
Bethel community on the Norris side of the
intersection of 175 and H'way 61 You can do
something about itby calling County Commissioners
and/or coming to a public hearing an Dec. 21 (see
Action box below).

Rezaning of 106 acres woud be required for
theseoperations — tozone 1-2 for the quarry and to
zone 13 forthe asphaltplant. When the Andesson
County Commission unanimously denied these re-
zoning requests by the Rogers Group, the company
filed a $32 million takings suit A Roane County
Chancellor instructed the County to grant the 1-2
zoningrequestorpaythe company$5 millionin lost
revenues(theRogers Group intends 4o keep pushing
for the 13 rezoning also). County Commissioners
agreed to appeal the chancellor's decision. The

call Jean Creswell at 494-7002))
The hearing is 12/21/% 53 pan. Romn 312/
County Courthot

nway progress
pletion of work o the Third Creek
Greenway has resulted in a continuous greenway
from U.T’s Sutherland Ave. apartments to Londan
Lake, a total of ~33 miles. There is now a network
of connecting greenways in the downtown, UT,
Sequoya Hills, and Bearden areas, with a total
mileage of well over 9 miles.

10. NATIONAL NEWS

Katie McGinty quits CEQ

Kathleen (Katie) McGinty was not just the
Chair of CEQ(Coundil an Environmental Quality,
which has oversight over NEPA), she was the
Clinton Administration’s principal envuonmeatal
quality advisor for the past 6 years. Having



worked an environmental iseues foc Al Gore, Jr.,
when he was a senator, she was originally
appointed to dizect the White House Office an
Environmental Policy, which later merged with
CEQ. She is now moving to India, where she and
herhusband have accecpted positons at an energy
research institute.

McGinty “was behind some of Ihe boldest and
most controversial environmental initiatives ofthe
Clinton presidency,” wrote the Washington Post,
such as the creation of the Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Morument (this alone should
eam her undying gratitude - Ed), stopping the
planned gold mine just upstream fram Yellowstone,
and the Administrab'on’s commitment to
greenhouse-gas reduction (yet %o be ratified bythe
Congress). Mostrecently,she played a critical role
in getting over a dozen of the worst anti-

riders off the bills
(NL224 99A). If Gore is elected in 2000, Katie
McGinty is likely to get a senior jb in his
administration.

On November 7, George T. Frampton was named
by the President to succeed McGinty as head of CEQ
(le has to be canfirmed by the Senate). Frampton,
formerpresidentof the Wildemess Society, served
as AssistantSecretar y of Interior for Fish Wildlife
& Parks from 1993-1997. At an earlier time, he
served as law clerk for Supreme Court Justice Harry
Blackman.

Environmentel gains in the Nov.3 election
The non-partisan League of Conservation
Voters (LCV) issues periodic environmental
scorecards for all Members of Congress, as well as
rating challengers. FortheNov.3election the LCV
ActionFund targete da “Baker’s Dirty Dozen”(i.e.,
3) incumbents for defeat. Of these, 9 were
defeated - 5 cuming for the Senate and 4 forthe
House (including Sen. Lauch Farcloth, NC, whose
last 3 score-card ratingsranged from 4-14%). All 10
of LCV's EarthList candidates (for whom

some
against heavy odds (including cne of the most
active proenvironment senators, Barbara Boxer).
Of~90 endorsed candidates, 90% won.

In addition, there are several newcomers in the
House who are tuly pro-environment, such as the
Udall cousins (sons of Stewart and Morris Udall,
respectively) and Rush Holt; and there is a great
new voice in the Senate, foriner Rep. Chuck
Sehumer (last three ratings ranging 83-100%) who
defeated Alfonse D'Amato (range 3-29%). A poll
commissioned by LCV immediately before the
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election dgmonstrated the  importance  that
environmental issueshad forthe electnnlg Among
7 races in which the poll was conducted, the
enviconment ranked at the top of all issues tested in
two,and was amang the top three issues in two
others. The poll also found that environmental
cumrems have grown in the heartland, the south
and the soulhwest. LCVcanbe reached at 202-785-
8683; orvisit their websiteat http://www.lcv.org

Government sued
for opening Petroleum Reserve

In August, the US Dept. of Interiors Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) ammounced that over 4
million acres of the National Petroleum Reserve-
Alaska (NPRA) (an area the size of Indiana)
would be opened to oil exploration and drilling. A
group of organizations has now brought a lawsuit,
consending that the decision of the final EIS
violated NEPA.

The NRPA was designated in 1923, with the
requirementthat it betapped only if the mation's
energy needs warrant it. Currently, the nation is
awash with cheap oil. The EISactually conceded
that not only is there no national energy policy
(and thus 1o need within any articulated time
frame), but ro guarantee that the oil from the
Reserve would even be marketed inthe USA.

The plaintiffs also charge that the
environmental review in the EIS was totally
inadequate for as fragile and pristine an area as
Alaska's Arctic. Forexample, the EIS relied on
outdated and incomplete data with respect to
migratory birds, which are such a major component
oftheregion'sbiota. Even though the EIS makes a
couple of specific areas unavailable for leasing
(Colville River and the of Teshekpuk
Lake), it allows other industrial activities in these
areas.

‘There has been no lease sale in the NPRA since
1984. Now, BLM is preparing for the fust sale
under the EIS’ “preferred altemative.” The agency
will detetmine “what portion, if not all (italics
ours], ofthearea ... willbe offered in the first lease

. Federal water ri

hts
{Based on ik y Don Barger]

Unlike the West, which has water laws
governing its limited supplies, the Eastern United
States is comparatively water rich. Its riparian
water law, which deals with how to use and retum
water, essentially assumes that there 15 enough for
everyone. Butweare closer totheedge thanmast of



us assume. Few people realize that we reuse water
over and over again (e.g., the Tenessee River at
Chattanooga would be dry if water were not
retumed repeatedly). Thus, water quantity is a
water quality issue, though there is little
preparation for this in law.

In the West, when federallands are “reserved”
(ie. set aside) for a public purpose, water, too, is
reserved. This was established by a precedent-
setting case in Death Valley, when water
withdrawal from oulside the park threatened to
extinguish a unigue species of fish. Many eastern
federal lands do not protect their headwaters, and
anitssuchas Mammoth Cave and New River have
already experienced the problem of incremental
water losses (as have we, in Tennessee, in the case
of the Clear Creek dam and earlier water
withdrawal proposals -- q2A, this NL). There is a
pressing need to establish clear public property
rights for eastern waters (ie, federal reserved
waterrights) inorder to prevent incremental water
depletion from destroying the very purpose for
which an area was set aside We must speak out:
protecting water quantity is the issue, and there
mustbe limitsto growt

. Forastry capsules
* According to Camman Cause, the American Forest
and Paper Association spent $2.7 million in soft
moniey an Congressional campaigns between 1991
and 1957. Members of Congress who had voted with
the timber industry received,on average, 4 times as
much as thosewho had votedagainst theindustry.
« Worldwide, at least 8750 tree species (1 in 10
species) may be threatened with extinction. The
United States ranks 12th in the world, with 259
speciesat graverisk. Overall, key threats are
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Colorado {see 912, this NL). Should wood from
federally-managed forest lands be certified? One
cogent argument against this (among others) is that
certification might well become a political device
to justify increasing the harvesting levels o
federal lands.

»

11. TCWP NEWS

- TCWP outing, Januaty 3

o ot vetes of outings planned for
1999, we'l.l )uke along Clear Fork, ane of the two
main stems of (he Big South Fork in the BSFNRRA.
Starting in Rugby, the trail takes ws down to an
area ofthe riverthat.during the daysof the Rugby
Colony. was called The Gentlemen's Swimming
Hole, downstream along beautifully figured
sandstone bluffs and house-sized boulders, to the
confluence of Clear Fork with White Oak Creek,
which we may follow a short distance upstream
(water-level permitting). The total trip is 3-4
miles of moderately easywalking. After the h
youmaywishto visitRugby and/orhave tea at the
Harrow RoadCafe.

For car pooling inOak Ridge, meet Saturday,
Januaty 30 at 9 am, EST, in the Winn-Dixie
parking lot (lllinois Avenear comer of Turnpike).

ose going individually will meet car poolers in
Rugby, Harrow Road Cafe, at 10:15 am. EST.
Route: Hwy 62 to Wartburg, then US 27 to Elgin,
then Hwy 52 to Rugby. The Harrow Road Cafe is on
the left, setback slightly from the road.

Sring Junch and a beverage, wearsturdyshoes,
and come prepared for cold weather and/or rain.
Formoselnlo (orfo decsons concerning whelnes lo

logging, fuel collecting, agricultur
forest fires, and alien species. m World List of
Tireatened  Trees can be sed free at
www.weme.org.uk/trees

+ Approximately 351 million acres, 72% of the
productive forest land in the USA, is privately
held. Of that, 19% is owned by the forest products
industry and 81% ‘s individually held as non-
industrial forest land. Ow public forest lands, the
average annual cut increased from 2 billion board
feetto10bbfbetween 1955 and1990.

+ Certification, usually indicated by a physical
trademark stamped an the wood product, is
designed to assure the consumer that the product
was harvested according to measurable standards
that assure a defined level of environmenta, sucml

and The

call trip
feader Fial Smith (483.5731)

Report on Annusl Weekend
Despite the delay in date (whi'ch cut down our
attendance to 30+), our Weekend was a
weather clear (but cold), talks
wonderful (see below), outings varied an
beautful, camaraderie great, slideshows  artistic
and informative. The Saturday moming talks are
sununzrized elsewhere in this NL: Don Barger's o
public water rights ({10D), Erin Kelly's o
interacting with the legislature on water issues
(§6C), and Brock Hill's an the Cumberland County
water supply (12A). There was alse a nom
scheduled evening talk by Mary L o
legislation (4E). “In addition o

certifiation s disowsed in a brochure by \he
Natural Resources Law Center of the Univ. of

p
aSaturday outing to Fiery Gizzand (led byCharlie
Klabwide) and a Sunday cne (led by Chuck Estes),



several smaller groups set out an outing of their
own. Allin all, a most successful weekend.

C. Report from the new committees
Three new commitiees have held their
inaugural meetings summaiized below. Ifyonare
interested in joining one of these commitiees, call
the chair persons listed, or call Sandra Goff (522-
3809) orMareyReed (481-0623).

[Contributed by Eric Hirst)

The inaugural meeting of this commitiee was
held on November 17,with the following 7people
joining Eric at his house: Davis, Miriam
Kertesz, Marion Burger, Hal Smith, Janet & Bob
Lowrie, and Marcy Reed. A oumber of ideas were
discussed for attracting new members, such as
increasing media coverage for TCWP issues and
activities, including local TV (channels 2 aid 12),
p!epirmg stories for TV, radio (espeﬂa]]y wuoT),
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* waysto revitalize thepush forreforms to the state
parks system that TCWP initiated 2 years ago.
The next meeting is January 6, 7:00 pm, at Jenny’s
house (371 East Drive, Oak Ridge), and we hope
additional people will join the committee. The
“inherent values” ol swte parks that the 1937

acossthe state whohave a vision ofour parks as
placesto reslore thesoul and rest themind.

.chair,

Meeting with Chuck athis house on December 3
were Jason Darby, Melissa Mundell, Lee Russell,
and Sandra Goss (functioning as organizer). The
committee wlll initially focus on the Cumberland
Plateau water-supply study (124, this NL) and o
water-quality issues being addressed by the state
through the TMDL process (16A&B, this NL) and
through watershed studies. First priority will be
given totheObed watershed and the Obed Wild &

(includi

workmg o March for Parks, deslgung display
boardsand staffing booths atcommuriity events and
fairs. Also discussed was the importance of having
regular activities, such as hikes, lectures,and other
programs. The first test of our ability to organize
such an eventsuccessfully will beahikeled byHal
Smith an ]ammy 20 inthe BSFNRRA near Rugby
(see T11A]

Aphone tree is planned that will be used only
when the time is too tight to use other means of
communication. Marion Burger and Janet & Bob
Lowrie will call people who would comprise the
fusst line of the “tree.”

The next meeting is January 7, 7:00 pm. at
Eric's house (106 Capital Circle, OakRidge), and it
is hoped that additional people will join this
important committee that has already outlined
manylarge tasks to be accomplished, with others
yet t0 be discussed (., our service jobs, such as
trails maintenance and stewardship activities).

[Contributedby Jenny Freeman]
Five enthusiastic people joined Jerny for the first
meeting, Dec. 2 Joni Lovgrove, Frank Hensley,
Wendy Lare, Marcy Reed, and Sandra Gass
i i % s

thesepriorities (inorderof importance)

thelands acquisitionprocess

inappropriate developmentofour state parks

* ways to educate Tennessaans about the Sundquist
administration’s proposal (148, this NL) for 4 more
golf courses and 2 resort parks for East Tennessee
(one idea: hold a "March for State Parks
Awareness”)

e.g..the Water Resource Management
Plan that is currently being generated,and thePark
Service's efforts enting ~ baseline
hydrological data that might figure in water
rights issues

Specific near-term activities:

*The Obed superintendent, Don Forester, will be
invited to meet with the goup in mid-January
(check with Chuck orleere exactdate).

« Chuck will lead a hike in the Nemo segment of the
Cumberland Trail, within the Obed WSR, to
acquaint people withthe resource

* An existinglistof contac & forriver andwater issues
will be updated and enlarged.

This committee has major and urgent onging

to tackle and woud greatly welcome

additional members. The next meeting will be

January 14,7 p.m., at Chuck’s house. 114 Baypath
Drive, Oak Ridge.

iKroger Cares® Certificates: an essy way to
ralse money for TCWP

Justanother m'mnde! that we provide Kroger
certificates as a find raiser. You can use
these certificates justlike cash (or like a personal
check) at thecheck-out counter ofany Krogerstore
Forevery $100 of certificates youbuy from TCWP,
we make $4. You may contact Marcy Reed with your
order at 4810623, or email her at
marcyreeed@aol.com. She can arrange for mailing
ordelivery ofcouporsto you on a regular basis, b
you wish.




12, ACTIVITIES, READING MATTER,
RESQURC|

= As soou as possible; comments a Big South Fork
Master Plan (1A and special page)

.mmm 21,530 pm., hearing an Anderson Cy.

for quarry/asphalt plant, Clinton

Cnunhoust(] A)

« Owcember 31, 1 p.m., hearing on Source Water
Assessment Progeam, Knoxville (16D)

« January 6, TCWP Parks Committee, 371 East Drive,

idge (911C)

«january 7, TCWP Service Committee, 106 Capitol
Circle, Ok Ridge (§11C)

« January 14, TCWP Water Comumittee, 114 Baypath
Drive, Oak Ridge (111C)

«January 30, TCWP hike to Gentlemen's Swimming
Hole (111A)

« January 31, deadline for receipt of camments m
TVA’s Shoreline Initiative (178)

«January 31, deadline for receipt of comments m
Melton Hill Pian (§7C)

« February?2, 5:30 CST, Nashville, public hearing an
state forestay issues (158)

-Apnl 1214, “Going to the Soarce — Protecting

Tenneeessee’sDrinking Water,” organized by Tenn.

Section of the American Water Resources X
(contact Michael W. Bradley, Nashville, 615-837-
4703)

Resources

«The Waste Xchange, operated by the Knoxville
Recycling Coalition, has stationery, office
supplies, and some office fumiture. Open an first
Saturday of each month, 9-1030 am., at City of
Knoxville Transfer Station (take Webster Ave exit
from 1-275 and follow signs). Available items,
with  photographs,  are  listed o
http://www Kormet.org/recycle/

« The Southeast Watershed Forum -- anmloxmauon
clearinghouse serving 9 states -- is aimed
Relping community groups find financial and
technical assistance and to access watershed
information.  The Forum's newsletter is a free
publication featuing news about state and local
watershed programs. To get an the mailing list,
call TVA at 6327517328,

« “Innovations in Forestry: Sustainable Forestry and
Certification” is one of several pamphlets
published by the Natural Resources Law Center,
Univ. of Colorado School of Law (Phone303-492-
1288, ore-mail nrlc@spot.colorado.edu).

«The 1999 Conservation Directory lists more than
3000 organizations,agencies, colleges, etc, and has
an extensive keyword s index (361 from
National Wildlife Federation, 410.516-6583).
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«The 1998 Mining Conservation Direcory lists
grassroots mgmxzalmns as well as information an
how to organize, how to network, etc. (free from
Mineral Policy Center, Washington, DC; call 202
887-1872, or e-mail to mpc-us@msn.com).

« “Earth Day Countdown Teacher Day,” Feb. 23, is
amang several coures offered by the Gt. Smoky
Mins. Inst. at Tremont (call 4234486709, or e-mail
gsmit@smokiesnha.org).

« “Advanced Wildemess First Aid,” Feb. 11-14, is
amang several courses offered by the Nantahala
Outdoor Center, Bryson City, NC (call 888-662-1662
x355).

 The Smoky Mountain Feld School offers aumerous
classes, most ofthem outdoors, lasting from ane day
toone week. (Toordera catalog, call 423-974.0150,
or e-mail: FieldSchool@gateway.ce.utk.edu).

« “Landscaping with Native Plants” is a highly

infomative pamphlet pubiished by the TN-EPPC

{TennExotic Pest Council, Nashville, 615-532-

0436).

“The Dark Side of the American Dream: The Costs

and Consequences of Suburban Sprawl” (free, 202-

6757907, o1at www.sierraclub.org/transportation).

« Many varieties ofnativeplants are available from
two East Tenn. nurseries: (a) Native Gardens,
Greenback, TN 37742, and (b) Sunshine Gardens,
Andersonville, TN 37705.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!










