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The main thrust of this paper is that social movement theories, which have traditionally 
conceived of the various aspects of social movements through the lens of the nation-state, 
would do well to further adopt and integrate a transnational paradigm. The paper examines 
anti-neoliberal social movements, and the case of the Occupy movement in particular as an 
illustration that we cannot make sense of the emergence, actors, strategies, tactics, or goals 
of social movements without incorporating the context and salience of transnationalism in 
today’s global landscape. The paper attempts to justify the above thesis by demonstrating 
the nuanced linkages, similarities, and dissimilarities between the collective actions across 
Latin America (the Landless Workers’ Movement in Brazil and the Zapatista Movement 
in Mexico), the Global Justice Movement, and the Occupy movement. The hopeful novelty 
presented in this paper is that an intricate analysis of the Occupy movement makes clearer 
than ever before the significance of transnationalism in understanding contemporary social 
movements. It is through the specifics of the Occupy movement, which are given particular 
emphasis, that we can further refine the proper role of transnationalism in social movement 
theory. The movements assessed in this paper, connected by grievances brought on by 
neoliberal globalization, can be conceived as part of a web of spatiotemporal relations. 
However, movements may still be very nationalistic and dependent on culture. It is important 
to recognize transnational aspects when analyzing social movements, but also make 
distinctions between and within various movements.  

Introduction
The study of social movements is complex, as movements themselves are inherently 

messy. Movements may splinter, transform identities, or change tactics and strategies, making 
WKHP� GLIÀFXOW� WR� DQDO\]H�� )XUWKHUPRUH�� JHQHUDOL]HG� JOREDOL]DWLRQ� KDV� DGGHG� D� QHZ� OD\HU� RI�
complexity to social movements. Globalization has opened new spaces for communication, 
DOORZLQJ�LGHDV�WR�ÁRZ�IUHHO\�DFURVV�ERUGHUV��6LPLODUO\��JOREDOL]DWLRQ�KDV�FKDQJHG�WKH�ORFDOH�RI�
social movement activity. Although, traditionally, social movements have often been analyzed 
relative to the nation-state model, social movements are expanding across borders. Movements 
GR� QRW� H[LVW� LQ� D� YDFXXP�� WKHLU� EHKDYLRU� LV� LQÁXHQFHG� E\� WKH�ZRUOG� DURXQG� WKHP��ZKLFK� LV�
becoming increasingly integrated on a number of fronts. Movements often utilize globalized 
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tactics and strategies to express their grievances and build coalitions across borders. This 
process can be seen when analyzing the myriad of emerging social movements targeting social 
movements emerging targeting various aspects of neoliberal globalization. 

With the emergence of the Occupy movement, it is obvious that social movement action 
against neoliberal policy is growing. Although the Occupy movement possesses unique qualities, 
some aspects of the movement are shared with past anti-neoliberal social movements. The 
movement has extensive ties with the Global Justice Movement (or Alternative Globalization 
Movement) and a number of social movements in Latin America including the Zapatistas in 
0H[LFR� DQG� WKH�/DQGOHVV�:RUNHUV·�0RYHPHQW� LQ�%UD]LO��7KH� ÁRZ� RI� LGHRORJLHV�� VWUDWHJLHV��
tactics, and actors between these movements highlights their transnational characteristics. The 
transnational aspects of these movements call into the question the true target of movement 
actors. Many social movements have often targeted the state, seeking policy changes. But the 
neoliberal doctrine is not bound by borders, and its policies are entrenched in governments, 
LQWHU�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�RI�FRXUVH�WKH�LQWDQJLEOH�´ZRUOG�PDUNHW�µ�,Q�LWV�QDVFHQW�
stage, the Occupy movement targeted Wall Street, but as it expanded across borders, the target 
of the movement was blurred. Grievances against neoliberalism surpass the scope of the state, 
forcing actors to seek channels outside the realm of normal politics. 

The primary thesis of this paper is delivered in section 5: social movement theories, 
which have traditionally conceived of the various aspects of social movements through the lens 
of the nation-state, would do well to further adopt and integrate a transnational paradigm—
the case of the Occupy movement in particular illustrates that we cannot make sense of the 
emergence, actors, strategies, tactics, or goals of social movements without incorporating the 
FRQWH[W�DQG�VDOLHQFH�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�LQ�WRGD\·V�JOREDO�ODQGVFDSH��6HFWLRQV���WKURXJK���DUH�
an attempt to build the case for the thesis outlined in section 5, by demonstrating the nuanced 
linkages, similarities, and dissimilarities between the MST, the Zapatistas, the Global Justice 
0RYHPHQW�� DQG� WKH�2FFXS\�PRYHPHQW��7KLV�SDSHU� LV� FHUWDLQO\�QRW� WKH�ÀUVW� WR�XQGHUOLQH� WKH�
VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�WKHRU\��7KH�KRSHIXO�QRYHOW\�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKLV�
paper, however, is that an intricate analysis of the Occupy movement makes clearer than ever 
EHIRUH�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV��
,W�LV�WKURXJK�WKH�VSHFLÀFV�RI�WKH�2FFXS\�PRYHPHQW��ZKLFK�DUH�JLYHQ�SDUWLFXODU�HPSKDVLV�LQ�WKLV�
SDSHU��WKDW�ZH�FDQ�IXUWKHU�UHÀQH�WKH�SURSHU�UROH�IRU�WUDQVQDWLRQDOLVP�LQ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�WKHRU\��

Grievances Across Borders: The Emergence of Neoliberalism
The dominant theme in the international economic arena appears to be one of insecurity. 

7KH�QHROLEHUDO�GRFWULQH�WKDW�HPHUJHG�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�JOREDO�ÀVFDO�FULVLV�RI�WKH�����V�VWLOO�GRPLQDWHV�
economic policy to this day. International Financial Institutions (IFIs), dominated by western 
thinkers, still promote neoliberalism as the means to create and sustain development. The recent 
global economic crisis suggests that the neoliberal promise—that markets can self-regulate and 
GHOLYHU�VXIÀFLHQW�DQG�VXVWDLQHG�SURVSHULW\�IRU�DOO�²�DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�IDOOHQ�UHPDUNDEO\�VKRUW�LQ�
WKH�H\HV�RI�PDQ\�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�DFWRUV��6LPLODUO\��RWKHU�:HVWHUQ�QDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�WKH�8.��
Spain, Greece, and Germany, have adopted neoliberal policies to combat the growing recession. 
8.�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�'DYLG�&DPHURQ�KDV�HYHQ�GHFODUHG� WKDW�(XURSH�KDV�HQWHUHG� WKH�´$JH�RI�
Austerity.”

� ,Q�UHDOLW\��WKLV�VR�FDOOHG�´$JH�RI�$XVWHULW\µ�KDV�H[LVWHG�VLQFH�WKH�SHUFHLYHG�IDLOXUH�RI�
.H\QHVLDQ�SROLFLHV�LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�FULVLV�RI�WKH�����V��ZKLFK�OHG�WR�WKH�SRSXODUL]DWLRQ�
of economic theories emerging from the Chicago school, pioneered by economists Friedman 
DQG�+D\HN��7KH�JORULÀFDWLRQ�RI�IUHH�PDUNHW�SROLFLHV�KDV�QHYHU�FHDVHG�WR�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSHG�
ZRUOG��QRW�HYHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�����������LPSOHPHQWDWLRQV�RI�ÀVFDO�VWLPXOXV�SDFNDJHV�LQ�YDULRXV�
GHYHORSHG�FRXQWULHV��RULJLQDOO\�DGYRFDWHG�E\�'RPLQLTXH�6WUDXVV�.KDQ��PDQDJLQJ�GLUHFWRU�RI�
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the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The current atmosphere of insecurity is only heightened 
by the polarization of economic ideologies within political systems.

 Neoliberal theory is deeply rooted in intellectual property rights, rule of law, and most 
importantly, the ability of institutions to thrive inside the free market. It is assumed that as the 
government’s role decreases, the growth of the private sector will lead to increased productivity 
and competition, which will reduce costs and increase quality of goods and services. Theorists 
DOVR�FODLP�WKDW�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�UXQ��YLD�WKH�´WULFNOH�GRZQ�HIIHFW�µ�QHROLEHUDO�SROLF\�FDQ�HOLPLQDWH�
domestic and international poverty. Simply put, the theory postulates that although growth may 
KDYH�XQHTXDO�EHQHÀWV� LQ� WKH�QDVFHQW�VWDJHV�RI�QHROLEHUDOLVP��HYHQWXDOO\�JURZWK�ZLOO�´WULFNOH�
GRZQµ�WR�WKH�SRRUHU�FODVVHV�'HOLQHDWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YDVW�DUUD\�RI�QHROLEHUDO�SROLFLHV�LV�GLIÀFXOW�
EHFDXVH��DV�+DUYH\�H[SODLQV��´QHROLEHUDOL]DWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�VXFK�DV�WR�IRUFH�DGDSWDWLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�
varied greatly from place to place as well as over time.” In a simplistic explanation, there are 
three essential categories of neoliberal policy: austerity, trade liberalization, and privatization. 
Policies relating to these three categories have been implemented across the world, but these 
policies are not uniform and often produce varying results. 

Neoliberalism in the United States
'HVSLWH�FRPPRQ�EHOLHI��WKH�ÀUVW�PRGHUQ�H[SHULPHQW�ZLWK�QHROLEHUDOLVP�GLG�QRW�RFFXU�LQ�

WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��,Q�IDFW��LW�ZDV�LPSOHPHQWHG�E\�&KLOHDQ�GLFWDWRU�$XJXVWR�3LQRFKHW�LQ�������
The US backed leader received guidance from the economic specialists of the Chicago school 
in restructuring the Chilean economy. The economists recommended policies that included 
slashing public spending, increasing foreign direct investment through the privatization of state 
run industry, and the exploitation of national resources. As the Chilean economy grew, the 
QHROLEHUDO�PRGHO�EHFDPH�JORULÀHG�E\�ÀVFDO�FRQVHUYDWLYHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�E\�OHDGLQJ�
,),V��7KLV�ZDV�QRW�D�IDVW�SDFH�RYHUKDXO�RI�WKH�.H\QHVLDQ�V\VWHP��DV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�QHROLEHUDO�
thought had been laid almost a decade before the election of Ronald Reagan in 1981. Although 
Reagan is credited as the pioneer of neoliberalism in the US, corporate deregulation had begun 
before his time with accelerated globalization and vastly complex growing global supply chains. 

With the election of Ronald Reagan and the rise of neo-conservatism in the US, neoliberal 
rhetoric was adopted by policy makers in Washington. However, neoliberal policy was already 
being enacted in the late 1970s, when the Carter administration enacted supply-side tax 
policies. A massive wave of deregulation began, and continued into the 1980s. Business policy 
organizations (BPOs) played a major role in developing economic policy proposals during this 
time. These BPOs served on government advisory committees, and launched massive lobbying 
campaigns promoting free-market ideas. Neoliberal thinkers, as well as these BPOs, helped 
Reagan create his economic platform of austerity and business deregulation. In 1981, under the 
Reagan administration, the US passed the largest tax cut in US history, the Economic Recovery 
Tax Act. During his presidency, Reagan also increased privatization, most notably in education 
and healthcare. All of these policies were enacted in order to reduce the size of the government, 
DV�QHRFRQVHUYDWLYH� WKLQNHUV�EODPHG�ELJ�JRYHUQPHQW� IRU� WKH�ÀVFDO� FULVLV��7KHVH�SROLFLHV� DOVR�
JDYH�ULVH�WR�H[WHQVLYH�FRUSRUDWH�LQÁXHQFH�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��

� 1HROLEHUDOLVP�KDV�OHG�WR�FRUSRUDWH�GHUHJXODWLRQ��DUJXDEO\�D�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�����������
VXESULPH�OHQGLQJ�FULVLV��,QFUHDVHG�FRUSRUDWH�SRZHU�DQG�LQFUHDVHG�FRUSRUDWH�LQÁXHQFH�LQ�SROLWLFV�
are cited as reasons for the emergence of the Occupy movement. The neoliberal doctrine, 
created by institutions in the Global North, was adopted by IFIs that pushed governments of the 
Global South to enact similar policies. Since the 1980s, the neoliberal doctrine has remained the 
dominant paradigm throughout the international political economy. It also remains dominant 
across the Global South and in the US, IFIs, and many international organizations. 

Neoliberalism in Latin America
$VLGH�IURP�WKH�H[SHULPHQW�LQ�&KLOH��QHROLEHUDOLVP�RIÀFLDOO\�DUULYHG�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�LQ�

the 1980s after the debt crisis. In order to make up for the lack of economic growth during the 
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1970s recession, many Latin American countries began heavily borrowing, sparking a balance 
of payments crisis across the region. Between 1970 and 1980, debt in Latin America increased 
IURP�����ELOOLRQ�WR������ELOOLRQ��EXW�WKH�DQQXDO�GHEW�VHUYLFH�SD\PHQWV�ZHUH�RQO\�DURXQG�����
PLOOLRQ�GROODUV��7KH�GHEW�FULVLV�EHJDQ�LQ�������ZKHQ�0H[LFR�EHFDPH�WKH�ÀUVW�FRXQWU\�WR�GHIDXOW�
on its debt. As US corporations had projects in Mexico, the US government scrambled to create 
a short term rescue plan for the country. Countries across Latin America were struggling to 
UHSD\�WKHLU�PDVVLYH�IRUHLJQ�GHEWV�GXH�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�QHW�ÀQDQFLDO�WUDQVIHUV��KLJK�LQÁDWLRQ�UDWHV��
and deteriorating trade. Many Latin American nations began taking out new loans in order to 
pay off old ones. The rise of neoconservative thinking led to the fall of direct imperialism and 
WKH�ULVH�RI�HFRQRPLF�LPSHULDOLVP�WKURXJK�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�ÀVFDO�DXVWHULW\��,),V�LQFOXGLQJ�
the IMF, World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank, became the forerunners in 
restructuring debt for developing nations in order to end the debt crisis.

These institutions sought to reform economies and government practices through 
PDFURHFRQRPLF� VWDELOL]DWLRQ� SROLFLHV� WKDW� FRQIRUPHG� WR� WKH� ´:DVKLQJWRQ� &RQVHQVXV�µ� 7KH�
´:DVKLQJWRQ� &RQVHQVXVµ� VHW� IRUWK� SROLF\� SUHVFULSWLRQV�� RU� VWUXFWXUDO� DGMXVWPHQWV�� DLPHG� DW�
preventing countries from defaulting on their debt. These measures included stabilization 
policies that sought to cut back on public health, public education, state sector employment, 
and subsidies to basic consumption items and transportation. They also included measures 
to privatize government-run industries including health care systems, education systems, 
telecommunications, water supply systems, mining industries, and ports. However, as Robinson 
H[SODLQV��´WKH�FRQVHQVXV�DOVR�DFKLHYHG�LGHRORJLFDO�KHJHPRQ\�E\�VHWWLQJ�WKH�SDUDPHWHUV�IRU��DQG�
the limitations to, debate among subordinate groups on options and alternative projects for the 
hemisphere.”

The newly democratic governments of Latin America saw no choice but to accept 
these policy prescriptions, as IFIs controlled the ability of governments to secure new lines 
of credit. Thus, many Latin American countries largely conformed to the new world order 
RI�QHROLEHUDOLVP��7KHVH�PHDVXUHV�ZHUH�VXFFHVVIXO� LQ� ORZHULQJ� LQÁDWLRQ� UDWHV�DQG�SUHYHQWLQJ�
countries from defaulting on debt. However, they also lead to economic stagnation during the 
����V��D�SHULRG�NQRZQ�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFDQ�KLVWRU\�DV�WKH�´ORVW�GHFDGHµ�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��'XULQJ�
this time, GDP per capita decreased on average throughout the region and unemployment rates 
rose exponentially, causing a rise in informal employment. Latin American populations also 
saw accelerated impoverishment and socioeconomic inequality over this period. The emergence 
RI�´SRVW��:DVKLQJWRQ�&RQVHQVXVµ�WKRXJKW�UHVKDSHG�GHYHORSPHQW�UKHWRULF�LQ�WKH�����V��3HWUDV�
H[SODLQV�WKDW��´WKH�DLP�RI�WKLV�SRVW�:DVKLQJWRQ�&RQVHQVXV�ZDV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�PRUH�LQFOXVLYH�
form of development, a more pragmatic form of neoliberalism based on a new development 
paradigm according to which the poor are to be empowered to act for themselves— to take 
responsibility for their own development.” During this time period, more rigid policies were 
enforced, especially in regards to the privatization of state owned business. Although many 
Latin American countries saw improvements in their economies, poverty and inequality still 
lingered. Furthermore, the notion of state-motivated development was illusory, as governments 
were still tied to western countries and IFIs. 

Instead of creating free societies with widespread economic mobility, austerity measures 
manifested a polarization of the rich and the poor, as funds became heavily concentrated in the 
KDQGV�RI�WKH�IHZ��´%\�WKH�HDUO\�����V��WKH�ULFKHVW�����RI�KRXVHKROGV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�ZHUH�
UHFHLYLQJ�����RI�WKH�WRWDO�LQFRPH��ZKLOH�WKH�ERWWRP�����ZDV�JHWWLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ����µ�6LQFH�WKH�
1990s, this trend in inequality has essentially remained constant. According to World Bank data, 
LQ������WKH�ULFKHVW�����HDUQHG�����RI�WKH�WRWDO� LQFRPH��DQG�WKH�SRRUHVW�����HDUQHG�������
Despite these documented inadequacies of neoliberalism, the World Bank and other IFIs still 
promote neoliberal policy as the means to promote economic development and solve social 
problems.
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Emerging Anti-Neoliberal Social Movements
From the onset of neoliberalism in Latin America, collective actions were organized in 

opposition to its policies, occurring at varying intensities and differing by country. As a region 
already facing entrenched poverty, neoliberal policy further extended hardships and grievances, 
causing an explosion of social movement action in the 1990s. The US had not experienced far 
reaching social movement action against neoliberalism until recently, with the emergence of 
the Occupy movement. Globalization has increased connections between anti-neoliberal social 
movements, creating spaces that allow for collective actions in response to similar grievances. 
Social movements in Latin America have laid a foundation for global collective actions against 
neoliberalism, as the region has experienced explosive social movement action.  

An Examination of Anti-Neoliberal Movements in Latin America 
(GZDUG�*DOHDQR�VDLG��´/DWLQ�$PHULFD�LV�WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�RSHQ�YHLQV��HYHU\WKLQJ�IURP�WKH�

discovery until our times, has always been transmuted into European—or later US—capital, 
and has such accumulated in distant centers of power.” Latin America has been a locale of 
direct and indirect imperialism for centuries. Since colonial times, meddling in the affairs of 
Latin American nations has led to extreme poverty, increased inequality and global economic, 
political, and cultural marginalization from western hegemonic powers. The hardships and 
grievances caused by direct and indirect forms of imperialism have compelled marginalized 
populations to mobilize for social change across Latin America. Since the rise of neoliberalism 
DV�D�EODQNHW�DSSURDFK�WR�´GHYHORSµ�WKH�SHUFHLYHG�´EDFNZDUGQHVVµ�RI�WKH�*OREDO�6RXWK��PXFK�
social movement action has been directed at combating national policies that adhere to this 
global paradigm.

 In the 1950s, social movements exploded across Latin America, seeking revolutionary 
change in order to halt the socioeconomic and political exploitation of the popular classes. A 
majority of these movements were anti-western-hegemony movements, and saw Latin America 
as a neo-colonial enterprise of the US. The ideas and goals of these movements were arguably the 
stepping stones for the anti-austerity movements that emerged in the 1970s. The most notable of 
these movements was the Cuban Revolution of 1959, which portrayed socialism as a favorable 
alternative to the capitalist world system, seen as overrun by western interests. After the Cuban 
Revolution, the US launched a massive campaign to ensure the compliance of countries in the 
$PHULFDV�WR�86�KHJHPRQ\�DQG�FDSLWDOLVP��-DPHV�3HWUDV�DQG�+HQU\�9HOWPH\HU�FRQWHQG��´7KH�
FRPELQHG�XVH�RI�ERWK�WKH�YHOYHW�JORYH��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�WKH�LURQ�ÀVW��PLOLWDU\�
force), and the mobilization of the state apparatus by its allies in the region, succeeded in 
establishing the sway of imperial power for the United States.” After the rise of socialism in 
the Americas, the US launched indirect military campaigns to remove government regimes 
they viewed as insubordinate, and the US Agency for International Development (USAID) was 
created to enforce micro level development projects among the rural poor in order to offset the 
mobilization of guerrilla groups. As the US became directly involved in the affairs of many 
Latin American countries, mobilizations decreased but tensions remained high. 

7KH� HFRQRPLF� GRZQWXUQ� RI� WKH� ����V� DQG� WKH� JURZLQJ� VKLIW� WRZDUGV� ÀVFDO� DXVWHULW\��
coupled with increased democratization of Latin America, created a shift in US foreign policy. 
Instead of directly crushing leftist movements, the US began supporting popularly elected 
democracies and free market policies to facilitate political and economic development, and 
shunned countries perceived as undemocratic or unwilling to adopt capitalist policies. When the 
debt crisis hit and the subsequent Washington Consensus was implemented, social movement 
activity decreased. After the lull of the 1980s, Latin America experienced a revival in social 
movement action in the 1990s. At the same time, the IMF and World Bank were implementing 
SROLF\� UHÁHFWLYH� RI� ´SRVW�:DVKLQJWRQ� &RQVHQVXVµ� WKRXJKW� WKDW� IRFXVHG� RQ� FRXQWULHV� WDNLQJ�
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GHYHORSPHQW� LQWR� WKHLU� RZQ� KDQGV�� 7KH� DLP� RI� WKH� ´SRVW�:DVKLQJWRQ� &RQVHQVXVµ� ZDV� WR�
HPSRZHU�LQGLYLGXDOV�WR�HVFDSH�WKH�SRYHUW\�WUDS��+RZHYHU��WKLV�SURYHG�GLIÀFXOW��DV�FODVV�PRELOLW\�
across many Latin American countries was essentially nonexistent. Although these measures 
were enacted to appease the popular classes, their effects were minimal, and massive protests 
broke out in Latin America. 

With heightened grievances, new social movement organizations formed to combat 
austerity policies. Discontent with both neoliberal thought and the electoral left caused the 
emergence of new leftist organizations in the 1990s, known as the New Latin American Left. 
Perhaps because of the wave of democratization in Latin America, these new movements seek 
change through elections and popular protests, instead of armed revolutions. The actors of these 
leftist movements largely consist of peasantry, workers, and trade unions. The movements are 
rooted in ideas of collective leadership and utilizing participatory democracy to facilitate the 
LQWHUFKDQJH� RI� LGHDV� WR� FRPEDW� JULHYDQFHV�� 3HWUDV� DOVR� H[SODLQV� WKDW�� ´WR� D� JUHDWHU� RU� OHVVHU�
extent, these leaders were highly critical of the opportunism of the electoral Left and NGO 
intellectuals who they experienced as manipulative outsiders serving external patron.”

The ideologies of the New Latin American Left resonate heavily with the ideologies 
of the Occupy movement. These movements seek an alternative to neoliberal globalization, 
straying from the channels of normal politics. Previous social movement actions in Latin 
America, such as the revolutionary movements of the 50s and 60s, sought regime changes to 
end neo-colonialism and an unequal international system. The next two sections of this chapter 
will analyze two major movements of the New Latin American Left: the Zapatistas in Mexico 
and the Landless Workers’ Movement in Brazil. These two anti-neoliberal social movements 
have become global actors: both utilizing the forces of globalization to strengthen their own 
PRYHPHQW�DQG�LQÁXHQFLQJ�RWKHU�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�DFURVV�ERUGHUV�

Straying from Normal Politics: An Examination of Autonomous Communities from the 
Zapatistas to the MST

Zapatistas
The Zapatista movement, or the Ejército Zapatista de Liberación Nacional (EZLN), 

HPHUJHG�DV�DQ�DUPHG�JXHUULOOD�PRYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\VLGH�RI�&KLDSDV�LQ�������$W�ÀUVW��WKH�
movement was considered identity-based, centering its goals on empowering those of Mayan 
decent. However, as the movement progressed, it emerged in opposition to neoliberal policies in 
general and in particular the creation of the North American Free Trade Treaty (NAFTA). Some 
UHIHU� WR�1$)7$�DV� WKH�´0H[LFR�3XUFKDVH�µ�EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�DJUHHPHQW·V�ELDV� WRZDUGV� WKH�86�
and Canada. Although NAFTA was supposedly created to facilitate development in Mexico, it 
only deepened poverty for popular classes, especially for the campesinos, or peasants. NAFTA 
loosened trade barriers and protectionist policies, such that Mexican peasants must now 
directly compete with corporations across North America and Canada.  Also, NAFTA disrupted 
traditional notions of landholding in Mexico, as corporate farming expanded into indigenous 
lands. What emerged as a guerrilla movement in the Mexican countryside protesting NAFTA 
soon transformed into a transnational movement, adding the entire neoliberal doctrine to its list 
of grievances. 

� 2OHVHQ�H[SODLQV�WKDW��´$W�ÀUVW��WKH�DUPHG�=DSDWLVWD�XSULVLQJ�WKHUHIRUH�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�
an anachronism, a relic from the Cold War and a time when Latin America was the home of 
numerous armed groups inspired by socialist ideas... But the Zapatistas soon started moving in 
D�GLIIHUHQW�GLUHFWLRQ��LQVSLULQJ�&DURORV�)XHQWHV�WR�ODEHO�WKH�UHEHOV�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�SRVW�FRPPXQLVW�
rebellion in Latin America.” The categorization of this movement as an armed communist 
rebellion is misleading. In reality, the movement transformed into a creative force that initiated 
dialogue on the meaning of democracy, and educated the marginalized peasantry on issues 
surrounding hardships emergent from the neoliberal doctrine. Therefore, Olesen explains 
WKDW�� ´LQ� WUDQVIRUPLQJ� WKHPVHOYHV� LQWR� DUPHG� GHPRFUDWV�� WKH� =DSDWLVWDV� KDYH� EHFRPH� DQ�
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oxymoron embodying the major differences between the time before and after the ending of 
the Cold War era.” The Zapatistas signify a change in the progression of social movement 
activity: the movement shows the shift from the local to the global, and the subsequent rise of 
transnationalism.  

 The movement’s armed rebellion only lasted about three months, in which it seized 
a few towns and cities. The Mexican militarily attempted to forcefully squash the movement, 
as it threatened the ruling party, the Partido Revolutionario Institutional (PRI), which had been 
LQ� SRZHU� VLQFH� ������$�PDLQ� EDVH� RI� WKH� 35,·V� SRZHU� OLHV� LQ� WKH� SHDVDQWU\� RI�0H[LFR�� WKH�
VDPH� JURXS� WKDW� WKH� =DSDWLVWDV� VRXJKW� WR�PRELOL]H�� 3HWUDV� H[SODLQV� WKDW�� ´:LWK� WKH� HQWU\� RI�
many thousands of Mexican Federal troops, and in the absence of a wider base of support, 
the Zapatistas withdrew to their jungle and mountain bases.” It was in these bases that the 
Zapatistas succeeded in creating communities that functioned autonomously from the Mexican 
state. Instead of seeking revolutionary change, or even electoral change, the movement largely 
drifted away from normal politics.

Stahler-Sholk explains that in October of 1996 a new phase of the Zapatista movement 
HPHUJHG�ZKHQ�PHPEHUV��´ER\FRWWHG�PXQLFLSDO�HOHFWLRQV�DQG�UHIXVHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�RIÀFLDOO\�
elected authorities, instead following indigenous usos y costumbres to choose leaders in open 
FRPPXQLW\�DVVHPEOLHV�µ�7KH�=DSDWLVWDV�H[SHOOHG�JRYHUQPHQW�RIÀFLDOV�IURP�WKHLU�VWURQJKROGV�
in order to create a new kind of government based upon collective leadership. The Zapatistas 
utilize a highly organized and functional form of the direct-democracy model, which has widely 
been cited as an inspiration in the decision-making structures of other movements, including 
the Occupy movement. Although largely withdrawn from the Mexican state, the movement 
does engage with the state in some ways. For instance, in 1999, the Zapatistas pushed for a 
referendum that would acknowledge indigenous rights and cease the Mexican occupation of 
Zapatista territory. Members of the EZLN lobbied for popular support of the referendum across 
Mexico, and educated citizens on the Zapatista movement. 

 Although the movement is not considered a pungent force in Mexican politics, it has 
succeeded in creating an extensive transnational solidarity network. In 1996, the movement 
voted to shift its focus to combating negative aspects of neoliberalism on a boarder scale, 
straying from the movement’s original focus of combating strictly local issues. In doing so, the 
PRYHPHQW�FUHDWHG�D�JOREDO�QRWLRQ�RI�́ =DSDWLVPR�µ�D�FRQFHSWLRQ�WKDW�FDPH�WR�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�*OREDO�
-XVWLFH�0RYHPHQW��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�H[SORUHG�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FKDSWHU��.KDVQDVELVK�H[SODLQV�WKDW��
´���WKH�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�UHVRQDQFH�RI�=DSDWLVPR�UHSUHVHQWV�D�UHLPDJLQLQJ�RI�SROLWLFDO�VWUXJJOH�WKDW�
has at once reinvigorated the search for new kinds of socio-political possibilities not limited to 
YDULDWLRQV�RI�FDSLWDOLVW�RU�VRFLDOLVW�LGHRORJLHV�µ�,Q�D�VHQVH��WKLV�QRWLRQ�RI�́ =DSDWLVPRµ�UHSUHVHQWV�D�
FROOHFWLYH�VWUXJJOH�WR�H[SORUH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�QHROLEHUDO�JOREDOL]DWLRQ��%\�JURZLQJ�´DXWRQRPRXV�
municipalities” that focus on local development, while at the same time developing the global 
QRWLRQ�RI�´=DSDWLVPR�µ�WKH�=DSDWLVWDV�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�VWUHQJWKHQ�FHQWUDOL]LQJ�
and decentralizing forces. Utilizing transnational solidarity networks created out of the spaces 
afforded by globalization have allowed them to help cultivate a global sympathy for their 
QDWLRQDO�JULHYDQFHV��7KLV�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�ÀHOG�KDV�EHHQ�ODUJHO\�XQVXFFHVVIXO�LQ�
producing a national movement within Mexico itself, but it has been more successful perhaps in 
helping facilitate cognitive liberation on issues surrounding the neoliberal doctrine on the global 
scale.

MST
Similar to the Zapatista movement, Brazil’s Landless Workers’ Movement (Moviemento 

dos Trahalhadores Ruais Sem Terra, or MST) has created alternative communities across Brazil 
to contest neoliberal policies. The movement did not gain momentum until the mid-1980s, 
ZKHQ� LQ������PRYHPHQW� OHDGHUV�ZHUH� LQYLWHG� WR�SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ�D�GLDORJXH�RQ� ODQG�UHIRUP�LQ�
the city of Parana. The main tactic of the movement involves seizing unused plots of land and 
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GHYHORSLQJ�VTXDWWHU�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�ÀUVW�ODUJH�VFDOH�RFFXSDWLRQ�RFFXUUHG�LQ�������ZKHQ�RYHU�
�����ODQGOHVV�ZRUNHUV�WRRN�RYHU�D������KHFWUH�SORW�RI�ODQG�LQ�5LR�*UDQGH�GH�6XO��%\�WDNLQJ�
land reform into its own hands, the MST has become one of the most successful and largest 
movements in Latin America, as well as one of the largest social movements in the world. Over 
500,000 families are members of the MST, and the movement is present in almost every state in 
Brazil, including over 700 municipalities. 

 Land inequality has been a salient feature of Brazil since the colonial period. With the 
emergence of neoliberalism and the privatization of Brazilian land, peasant workers were further 
VDFNHG�RI�WKHLU�ODQG�ULJKWV��0DUWLQ�VWDWHV��́ 'HVSLWH�WKH�SURSRVDO�WR�SULYDWL]H�ODQG�UHIRUP�VSRQVRUHG�
by the World Bank, the struggle goes on. Occupation and production are both considered part of 
the MST’s economic and political strategy against neoliberalism. The settlement is conceived of 
DV�D�ZKROH�SURGXFWLRQ�XQLW�DQG�QRW�RQO\�D�OHJDO�SURSHUW\�µ�7KH�MXVWLÀFDWLRQ�RI�PRYHPHQW�DFWRUV�
OLHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�FRQVWLWXWLRQ���0DUWLQV�H[SODLQV��´%\������%UD]LOLDQ�ODQG�ODZ��SULYDWH�
SURSHUW\�FDQ�EH�FRQÀVFDWHG�ZKHQ�LW�LV�QRW�FXOWLYDWHG�RU�ZKHUH�WKHUH�DUH�FRQÁLFWV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
owner and workers or environmental damage.” Therefore, movement actors view themselves as 
citizen enforcers of the law. 

� 7KH�DFWXDO�SURFHVV�RI�́ 2FFXSDWLRQµ�LV�NQRZQ�DV�ÀHVWD��RU�́ WKH�SDUW\�µ�/DQG�RFFXSDWLRQV�
occur at night due to fear of government retaliation. Movement actors turn the land into squatter 
communities and remain there until the government recognizes their claim to the land. Wolford 
H[SODLQV�� ´,I� WKH� RFFXSDWLRQ� LV� VXFFHVVIXO�� XVXDOO\� DIWHU� PDQ\� PRQWKV� RI� QHJRWLDWLRQ�� WKH�
government expropriates the property and divides it among the landless poor, creating what 
comes to be a called a land reform settlement.” Many of the encampments created by the MST 
have become intricate communities complete with schools, medical clinics, and markets. Voss 
DQG�:LOOLDPV�FRQWHQG��´5HÁHFWLQJ�LWV�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�NHHSLQJ�XS�ZLWK�WKH�QHHGV�
of farmers it has established research institutes that provide ongoing courses in ecology and 
agronomics as well as participatory leadership skills and training.”

 Paradoxically, the MST utilizes state channels to gain land rights, while at the same 
WLPH�FUHDWLQJ�DXWRQRPRXV�FRPPXQLWLHV��$FFRUGLQJ� WR�9RVV� DQG�:LOOLDPV�� ´ZKLOH� LW� HQJDJHV�
with the state, its pronounced activity is its clandestine land occupations in which it builds 
new communities on fallow land.” Unlike the Zapatistas, the MST works directly with the 
Brazilian government to gain concessions. However, these concessions, the land rights, are 
utilized for the establishment of communities that possess their own decision-making apparatus, 
separate from that of the state. The form of grassroots organizing utilized by the MST places 
importance on collective leadership, in which each individual in the community is involved in 
GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��9RVV�DQG�:LOOLDPV�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�OHDGHUVKLS�PRGHO�´OLQNV�LWV�ORFDO�
struggles for land with a larger struggle to build an alternative world through the process of local 
transformations in power relations.” 

� 7KH�067�KDV� VXFFHVVIXOO\� IRUJHG�ZRUNLQJ� UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK� JRYHUQPHQW� RIÀFLDOV�
and organizations, local civil society organizations, political parties, and other social movement 
actors. At the same time, the MST has gained support on a global scale through coalition 
building and creating transnational solidarity networks. Friends of the MST, a solidarity network 
promoting the MST, has chapters in a few major cities within the US. Similarly, the MST 
has transported its strategies and tactics across borders by sending representatives to educate 
actors of various social movements with similar ideologies, such as the Occupy movement. 
7KH�PRYHPHQW�KDV�DOVR�LQÁXHQFHG�%ROLYLD·V�/DQGOHVV�0RYHPHQW��%UD]LO·V�+RPHOHVV�:RUNHUV�
movement, and the Take Back the Land Movement in the US.

Conclusions
Latin America has a long history of social movement activity that has sought to challenge 

exploitation within the global economic and political order. The historical accumulation of 
grievances and hardships, emerging from direct and indirect exploitation, has clearly caused 
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explosive social movements in the region. The ideas, strategies, and tactics of the revolutionary 
movements before the neoliberal era are key to understanding the later emergence of anti-
neoliberal movements. It is important to understand, though, that these new social movements 
have changed the trajectory of social movements in Latin America by creating alternative 
communities and challenging globalization. 

The Zapatistas and the MST have transformed peasant movements into globalizing 
forces. These movements have helped create a globalized framework for other movement 
actors. At the same time, these movements are localized. Both movements to varying degrees 
IRFXV�RQ�LVVXHV�VSHFLÀF�WR�WKHLU�FRXQWU\��7KH�067��PXFK�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�WKH�=DSDWLVWDV��IRFXVHV�RQ�
XWLOL]LQJ�JRYHUQPHQW�FKDQQHOV�WR�EHQHÀW�WKHLU�PRYHPHQW��EXW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�UHVLVWV�WKH�VWDWH��
The linkages between anti-neoliberal social movements are clearly complex. The transnational 
characteristics of the Zapatistas and MST show how seemingly localized movements can 
simultaneously be global actors. 

Exploring the Transformation of the Occupy movement
The Occupy movement emerged at a time of substantial global unrest. Movements for 

democracy appeared in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Bahrain, Syria and Yemen. Greece, Italy, and 
Spain saw massive protests against austerity and economic collapse at the same time. Israel saw 
massive demonstrations protesting the cost of rent. Chilean and Colombian students occupied 
universities protesting their highly privatized education systems. Although these movements 
created favorable conditions for the emergence of the Occupy movement, the movement itself is 
much more complex than an extension of these waves of protest. The Occupy movement is also 
connected to a myriad of other collective actions, whether by indirect or direct communication 
with members of other movements or by utilizing their strategies and organizational structures. 
It is apparent that the Occupy movement has deep grievances with the neoliberal paradigm, 
as do the movements in Latin America. The following section will provide an overview of the 
Occupy movement and discuss the movement’s linkages to social movements in Latin America, 
including the Zapatistas and the MST. 

An Overview of the Movement: Emergence, Strategies, Tactics, Actors, and Goals

Timeline of movement activity 
The initial process surrounding the planning of the Occupy movement began in early 

�����ZKHQ�.DOOH�/DVQ��FUHDWRU�RI�$GEXVWHUV��DQ�DQWL�FDSLWDOLVW�QHZVSDSHU���DQG�0LFDK�:KLWH��
Senior Editor of Adbusters, began collaborating on the creation of a mass encampment 
protesting Wall Street. The art department at Adbusters designed a symbolic logo to accompany 
D�FDOO�IRU�DFWLRQ��D�EDOOHULQD�VWDQGLQJ�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�´&KDUJLQJ�%XOOµ�VFXOSWXUH�ORFDWHG�QHDU�:DOO�
6WUHHW��7KLV�GHVLJQ�ZDV�XVHG�RQ�D�SRVWHU�WKDW�VWDWHG��´:KDW�LV�RXU�RQH�GHPDQG"�2FFXS\�:DOO�
Street. Bring Tent. September 17th.” Adbusters released an email proposing the occupation and 
H[FODLPLQJ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�DQ�´$PHULFDQ�6SULQJ�µ�,Q�WKHLU�EORJ�WKH\�H[SODLQHG��´,W�ZDV�RXU�RQH�
simple demand that Barack Obama must ordain a Presidential Commission tasked with ending 
WKH�LQÁXHQFH�WKDW�FRUSRUDWH�PRQH\�KDV�RYHU�RXU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��2XU�RQH�VLPSOH�
demand is: Stop the monied corruption at the heart of our democracy.” 

Online activist groups, such as Anonymous and the creators of US Day of Rage, began 
spamming the internet calling for citizens to join the movement. Calls for action were readily 
available to viewers of Reddit, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, blogs, online forums, etc. On 
6HSWHPEHU���WK�� WKRXVDQGV�RI� DFWLYLVWV� IURP�DURXQG� WKH� FRXQWU\�ÁRFNHG� WR�=XFFRWWL�3DUN� LQ�
ORZHU�0DQKDWWDQ�WR�SURWHVW�WKH�H[SORLWLYH�WDFWLFV�RI�:DOO�6WUHHW�DQG�FRUSRUDWH�$PHULFD��7KH�ÀUVW�
day appeared chaotic, but with the guidance of the original planning committee, the movement 
developed a myriad of action committees including: Safe Spaces, Food, Medical, and Direct 
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Action, among others. Actors on the ground were able to setup an elaborate encampment, 
complete with tents, food supplies, medical equipment, and even public libraries. There were 
also spaces for performing artists, prayer, and even electronic charging stations. The General 
Assembly, the movement’s decision-making body, soon passed a declaration of occupation, 
ZKLFK�H[SUHVVHG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VROLGDULW\�EHWZHHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�́ IHHO�ZURQJHG�E\�WKH�FRUSRUDWH�
forces of the world.”

:LWKLQ�D�PRQWK�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�SURWHVW�RQ�6HSWHPEHU���WK��WKH�PRYHPHQW�VSUHDG�WR�PRUH�WKDQ�
100 cities in the US. Over the next four months, as movement activity went viral, encampments 
mimicking the one at Zuccotti Park popped up across the world. As the movement eventually 
spread to over 500 cities in 100 countries, the Occupy movement became Occupy Together, 
leading to further decentralization of the movement. Many of these occupations echoed the 
same grievances as the original occupations, but also incorporated more localized concerns. 
0RYHPHQW�DFWRUV�FUHDWHG�D�FROOHFWLYH�LGHQWLW\��FDOOLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�WKH�´����µ�7KH�ORFDOH�RI�WKH�
actual movement became more and more ambiguous as movement activity could be traced not 
only to tangible occupations, but also to the depths of the internet. 

 The Occupy movement still exists today in a post-occupation period. Movement actors 
were forced out of encampments across the world, which largely diminished the movement’s 
visibility. The movement is most active online, where activists still maintain websites, blogs, 
Twitter accounts, Facebook accounts, etc. Many argue that this period of post-occupation marks 
a failure of the movement because the initial zeal of the movement has since died down. The 
movement has planned some activities in the last two years, most notably May Day calls to 
DFWLRQ��2Q�0D\��VW�RI�������WKRXVDQGV�RI�SURWHVWV��PRVWO\�RUJDQL]HG�E\�WKH�2FFXS\�PRYHPHQW��
took place across the world. Once again, the Occupy movement, along with immigrant rights 
DQG�ODERU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�MRLQHG�WRJHWKHU�WR�SODQ�DFWLYLWLHV�RQ�0D\�'D\�������7KH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�
FDOOHG� IRU� SHRSOH� WR� ´FRPH� WRJHWKHU�� VXSSRUW�ZRUNHU� DQG� LPPLJUDQW� VWUXJJOHV�� DQG�ÀJKW� WKH�
LQMXVWLFHV�RI�WKH����µ�+RZHYHU��WKHVH�DFWLYLWLHV�ZHUH�VKRUW�OLYHG�DQG�ODFNHG�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�WKH�
HQFDPSPHQWV�RI�������

Movement Actors
Adbusters vehemently expressed their desire for movement actors to choose the direction 

of the movement, asserting that Occupy Wall Street must be leaderless. As the encampment at 
Zuccotti Park grew, so did the diversity of movement actors. Protestors came from a variety of 
different backgrounds: students, teachers, workers, unemployed, and homeless, among others. 
Many activists came from other social movements: the feminist movement, the environmental 
movement, the labor movement, the Global Justice Movement. Labor unions played an active 
role in the marches and protests, and the executive council of the AFL-CIO expressed unanimous 
support for the movement. 

 The multitude of movement actors and issues, especially in culturally, politically, and 
economically distinct areas of the world, adds a layer of complexity to categorizing the various 
members of the Occupy movement. The original actors on the ground at Zuccotti Park only 
UHSUHVHQW� D� IUDFWLRQ� RI� WKH�PRYHPHQW·V�PHPEHUV�� -RQHV� H[SODLQV� WKDW�� ´7KH� YHUE�2FFXS\� LV�
YHUVDWLOH��LW�OHQGV�LWVHOI�WR�PDQ\�XVHV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�PXOWLSOLHV�LWVHOI�HDVLO\³2FFXS\�WKLV�7RZQ��
Occupy that Problem, etc.” During the occupation phase of the movement, encampments 
popped up everywhere under various names. There were encampments named after cities: 
2FFXS\� 2DNODQG�� 2FFXS\� 0LDPL�� HWF�� 7KHUH� ZHUH� FRXQWU\�VSHFLÀF� HQFDPSPHQWV�� 2FFXS\�
0H[LFR��2FFXS\�1LJHULD�� HWF��7KHUH�ZHUH� LVVXH�VSHFLÀF� HQFDPSPHQWV� DV�ZHOO��2FFXS\�2XU�
+RPHV��SURWHVWLQJ�KLJK�IRUHFORVXUH�UDWHV��2FFXS\�WKH�+RRG��DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�EULQJ�SHRSOH�RI�FRORU�
into the Occupy movement. Each of these movements represents a different sector of the global 
population, all united by similar grievances and hardships, but at the same time very distinct 
concerns.

 The identities of movement actors must be separated within a number of categories: 
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E\�ORFDWLRQ��FRXQWU\��VWDWH��FLW\��WRZQ��HWF����E\�JULHYDQFHV��LVVXH�VSHFLÀF�PRYHPHQWV���DQG�E\�
WKHLU�UROH�ZLWKLQ� WKH�PRYHPHQW��RQ� WKH�JURXQG��RQOLQH���6SHFLÀFDOO\�� LW� LV� LPSRUWDQW� WR�PDNH�
a distinction between the protestors who participate in the actual occupations and marches, 
and the protestors who are active on the internet. In the beginning, the Occupy movement 
experienced relative success in reaching out to the public by exploiting online resources. These 
individuals represent movement actors who participate in activities in a more passive capacity, 
and although these actors do not participate in live marches on the ground, their activism 
manifests itself through statements of solidarity and the sharing of movement activities online. 
Jones explores this issue by distinguishing between the movement actors on the ground and 
WKH�´����µ�)RU�KLP��WKH�´���µ�UHSUHVHQWV�PRYHPHQW�V\PSDWKL]HUV�ZKR�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�KDYH�
been active in encampments. He considers the actors who worked in General Assembly creating 
PRYHPHQW�OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�ZKR�VDFULÀFHG�WKHLU�WLPH�WR�NHHS�WKH�PRYHPHQW�YLVLEOH��WKH�EDFNERQH�
of the movement.

Strategies, Tactics, and Goals
 The strategies, tactics, and goals of the Occupy movement have shifted since the 

LQLWLDO�SURWHVW�RQ�6HSWHPEHU�����������$V� WKH� LQLWLDO� WDFWLF�RI�´RFFXS\LQJµ�SXEOLF�VSDFHV�KDV�
been limited, movement actors have been organizing small-scale protests. However, in the 
movement’s infancy, its strategies were characterized by the occupation of public spaces, 
non-violence, disruptive tactics, horizontal decision-making, and launching massive internet 
campaigns to gain visibility. The goals of the Occupy movement are vexing, as movement 
actors strayed from releasing concrete demands. In the initial call for action, Ad Busters asked 
PRYHPHQW�DFWRUV��´:KDW�LV�RXU�RQH�GHPDQG"µ��0DQ\�RUJDQL]HUV�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�PDNLQJ�VSHFLÀF�
demands would alienate the movement and prevent creative thought on changing the system. 
Instead movement actors focused on consensus building and voicing grievances, attempting to 
create inclusiveness and common identities between various movements. 

 The most visible tactic of the movement was the utilization of public spaces to create 
a new dialogue concerning grievances felt by movement actors.  The encampments were 
essentially a metaphor for a public takeover of the political system, which many movement actors 
deem corrupt and overrun by corporate interests. The encampments were essentially mini cities, 
equipped with food, libraries, medical care, and entertainment. Similarly, the encampments 
gave organizers the ability to develop literature for the movement, discuss grievances, and make 
action plans face-to-face. Movement actors utilized horizontal decision-making through the 
*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��D�WDFWLF�ÀUVW�HPSOR\HG�E\�WKH�HDUO\�DQDUFKLVW�RUJDQL]HUV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�
2FFXS\�:DOO�6WUHHW�ZHEVLWH��´7KH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�LV�D�JDWKHULQJ�SODFH�RI�SHRSOH�FRPPLWWHG�
to making decisions by working towards a collective agreement or ‘consensus.’ It aims to 
facilitate discussion and getting to know one another, in order to establish common ground 
and encourage compromise through mutual recognition of difference.” Decentralization is an 
imperative feature of the movement, as it promotes collective ownership, thus empowering all 
actors, instead of just a few. 

 Arguably, the most important tactic of the movement was the successful exploitation 
of social media. The movement’s swift accretion can be attributed to its successful exploitation 
of online resources and its disruptive tactics. Nathan Schnieder, columnist for The Nation, 
SRLQWV� RXW�� ´:RUNLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� DFWLYLVW� KDELW� RI� UHVHQWPHQW�� DFTXLUHG� E\� VHHLQJ� SURWHVW� DIWHU�
protest fail to make headlines, the organizers planned much more for creating their own media 
than serving anyone else’s.” By streaming videos, utilizing the blog sphere, posting on online 
forums, and creating Facebook and Twitter posts, organizers were able to quickly spread news 
of the movement on a global scale. Actors across borders were able to seek advice and learn of 
new strategies, goals, and tactics more easily. 

 As the movement spread to different countries, the demands of movement actors 
EHFDPH�PRUH�FXOWXUDO��DQG� ORFDWLRQ�� VSHFLÀF��)RU� LQVWDQFH�� WKH�2FFXS\�0H[LFR�VHFW�KHDYLO\�
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FLWHG�WKH�:DU�RQ�'UXJV�DQG�1$)7$�DV�D�VRXUFH�RI�SURWHVW��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�LQÁXHQFH�RI�FRUSRUDWH�
SRZHU�LQ�SROLWLFV��0DQ\�JRDOV�DUH�VSHFLÀF�WR�HDFK�RII�VKRRW�RI�WKH�JHQHUDO�2FFXS\�PRYHPHQW��
7KH�2FFXS\�7RJHWKHU�ZHEVLWH�H[SODLQV� WKDW�� ´2FFXS\�ZDQWV� WR�HQG� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS�EXLOW�RQ�
PRQH\� DQG� GRQDWLRQV� EHWZHHQ� RXU� HOHFWHG� RIÀFLDOV� DQG� FRUSRUDWH� LQWHUHVWV��:H� EHOLHYH� WKLV�
relationship has led to rampant corruption and criminal activities that undermine our economic 
and political system. We simply want a system that operates in the interest of the people and 
to empower people to be a part of the process.” However, the movement does not list action 
SODQV� WR�DFKLHYH� WKLV�JRDO�� ,QVWHDG� WKH�ZHEVLWH� OLVWV�´LVVXHV�µ� LQFOXGLQJ��&RUSRUDWH� ,QÁXHQFH��
&RUSRUDWH�3HUVRQKRRG��6WXGHQW�'HEW��:URQJIXO�)RUHFORVXUHV�� ´7RR�%LJ� WR�)DLOµ�%DQNV�� DQG�
Healthcare.

 In a sense, the movement’s lack of clear and distinct demands is relative to its overall 
JRDOV��DQG�LV�ODUJHO\�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQW·V�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�WDFWLFV��&RDOLWLRQ�
building has been a main function of the movement since its inception. In the early stages of the 
movement, the NYC General Assembly passed a statement of solidarity, listing the following 
SRLQWV� RI� XQLW\�� ´(QJDJLQJ� LQ� GLUHFW� DQG� WUDQVSDUHQW� SDUWLFLSDWRU\� GHPRFUDF\�� H[HUFLVLQJ�
SHUVRQDO� DQG� FROOHFWLYH� UHVSRQVLELOLW\�� UHFRJQL]LQJ� LQGLYLGXDOV·� LQKHUHQW� SULYLOHJH� DQG� WKH�
LQÁXHQFH�LW�KDV�RQ�DOO� LQWHUDFWLRQV��HPSRZHULQJ�RQH�DQRWKHU�DJDLQVW�DOO�IRUPV�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ��
UHGHÀQLQJ�KRZ�ODERU�LV�YDOXHG��WKH�VDQFWLW\�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�SULYDF\��7KH�EHOLHI�WKDW�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�
D�KXPDQ�ULJKW��DQG�PDNLQJ�WHFKQRORJLHV��NQRZOHGJH�DQG�FXOWXUH�RSHQ�WR�DOO�WR�IUHHO\�DFFHVV��
create, modify and distribute.” Making demands would damage the need for solidarity. In 
many ways, the movement attempted to stray away from normal politics in general, opting to 
UHFUHDWH�GHPRFUDF\�ZLWKLQ�LWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VWUXFWXUH�E\�LPDJLQLQJ�´D�QHZ�VRFLR�SROLWLFDO�DQG�
HFRQRPLF�DOWHUQDWLYH�µ�-RQHV�H[SODLQV�WKDW��´7KH�SURWHVWV�ZHUH�KHDYLO\�FULWLFL]HG�IRU�QRW�KDYLQJ�
FOHDU�GHPDQGV��%XW��LQ�IDFW��LW�ZDV�WKH�ODFN�RI�GHPDQGV�WKDW�OHW�WKH�PRYHPHQW�JURZ��DQ\RQH�ZKR�
felt aggrieved could get involved, feel ownership, and shape the demonstrations around their 
own sensibilities—without having to sign on to a particular policy solution that congress was 
not going to pass anyway.” Essentially, organizers believe the change needed cannot stem from 
the political system, as it currently operates. 

The Diffusion of Strategies Tactics, Goals, Rituals, and Symbols: Exploring Transnational 
Aspects of Occupy Wall Street

$OWKRXJK�WKH�2FFXS\�PRYHPHQW�KDV�PDQ\�XQLTXH�TXDOLWLHV��LW�KDV�EHHQ�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�WKH�
ideologies of many other movements, both on the national and international level. For instance, 
the Occupy movement claims to have drawn inspiration from the Civil Rights movement in 
the 1960s, especially its focus on non-violent action. It also draws inspiration from the labor 
movement, the environmental movement, the feminist movement, and other movements that 
have roots in the US. When juxtaposing the ideologies of the Occupy movement and various 
social movements in Latin America, there are obvious similarities. The movements of the New 
Latin American Left and the Occupy movement are strikingly similar: the use of collective 
decision-making to create a leaderless movement, straying from the channels afforded by 
normal politics, and the desire to create an alternative manifestation of globalization are features 
RI� HDFK� PRYHPHQW�� 7KHVH� PRYHPHQWV� VKDUH� PRUH� WKDQ� DQ� LGHRORJLFDO� YLHZSRLQW� UHÁHFWLYH�
of reprobation of the grievous effects of neoliberalism. These movements share coalitions, 
strategies and tactics, and even movement actors. 

 As is the case with many other transnational movements, the Occupy movement 
has successfully utilized spaces afforded by globalization to spread outside national borders. 
Through extensive coalition building via technological means, the movement has successfully 
established an extensive transnational solidarity network. The Occupy movement’s transnational 
network includes the anti-neoliberal movements discussed above, the Zapatistas, and the MST. 
The Occupy movement also has roots with other transnational movements, such as the Global 
Justice Movement, which has similarly drawn much of its inspiration from the anti-neoliberal 
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movements of Latin America. The following section will explore the Occupy movement’s 
connection with the Global Justice Movement, as well as its connections to the Zapatistas and 
the MST. 

The Global Justice Movement
The Global Justice Movement (GJM), which emerged in the late 1990s, is essentially 

comprised of a convoluted web of global social movements. The movement is made up of a 
myriad of actors including NGOs, civil society organizations, transnational advocacy networks, 
religious groups, anarchist groups, etc. For instance, the Zapatista movement, Amnesty 
International, and Greenpeace are some of the organizations that constitute the vast list of 
members. Hosseini explains that there are three essential parts of the Global Justice Movement: 
´ÀUVW��7UDQVQDWLRQDO�6ROLGDULW\�1HWZRUNV��761V��IDFLOLWDWHG�E\�WKH�,QWHUQHW�DQG�F\EHU�DFWLYLVP��
VHFRQG�WKH�2QOLQH�'HOLEHUDWLYH�)RUXPV��2')V��DV�PXOWLSOH�´SXEOLF�VSKHUHVµ�DQG�WKH�WKLUG�WKH�
WSF [World Social Forum] and its regional and local chapters.” 

7KH������´%DWWOH�RI�6HDWWOH�µ�ZKLFK�LQYROYHG�RYHU��������DFWLYLVWV�SURWHVWLQJ�WKH�:RUOG�
Trade Organization, is often cited as the foundation of the GJM. However, an in-depth analysis 
VKRZV�WKDW�DQWL�QHROLEHUDO�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSLQJ�ZRUOG�ODUJHO\�LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�
of the GJM. The World Social Forum, developed in opposition to the World Economic Forum, 
LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ZD\V�WKH�YDULRXV�DFWRUV�RI�WKH�*-0�FROODERUDWH��0RJKDGDP�H[SODLQV��´,QLWLDOO\�
supported by the Brazilian Worker’s Party (PT) and the Brazilian landless peasants movement 
[MST], and intended to be a forum for the grassroots movements from all over the world, the 
WSF has been most frequently held in Porto Alegre, Brazil, a traditional stronghold of the 
37�µ�7KH�:6)�ÀUVW�PHW�LQ�������DQG�E\�������WKH�IRUXP�KDG�JURZQ�IURP�������SDUWLFLSDQWV�WR�
155,000 participants. The WSF has regional organizational structures, including a few in the 
US, but these are predominately in Latin America and Europe.

 The GJM and the Occupy movement emerged to combat issues stemming from the 
neoliberal system, and both movements focus heavily on extreme networking and growing 
national and international movements. In the nascent stages of the GJM, actors centered activities 
RQ�HQGLQJ�SRYHUW\�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSLQJ�ZRUOG��+RZHYHU��LW�KDV�VLQFH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�LGHD�RI�´DOWHU�
JOREDOL]DWLRQµ� WR� UHSODFH� QHROLEHUDO� JOREDOL]DWLRQ�� +RVVHLQL� SRVLWV� WKDW�� ´DOWHU�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�
attempts to rebuild global governance and transnational relations not just through institutional 
reforms but also predominantly through the plural participation of grassroots from below in 
transnational solidarity networks and autonomous plural public spheres.” The concept of alter-
globalization emerging from the GJM resonates heavily with the Occupy movement, especially 
with its focus on anonymity and resisting being co-opted by formal political organizations and 
businesses. 

 Aside from the obvious ideological similarities, there are direct linkages between the 
*-0�DQG� WKH�2FFXS\�PRYHPHQW��%RWK�PRYHPHQWV� KDYH� EHHQ� LQÁXHQFHG�E\� DFDGHPLFV� DQG�
activists like Francis Fox Piven, Cornell West, Chris Hedges, David Graeber, among others. 
,Q�UHJDUGV�WR�WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�2FFXS\�SURWHVWRUV��6OHGJH�H[SODLQV��´2OGHU�RUJDQL]HUV�ZHUH�
SURWHVW�YHWHUDQV��PHPEHUV�RI� IDU�OHIW�SDUWLHV�� DQDUFKLVW�RU�XQDIÀOLDWHG� VXSSRUWHUV�RI� WKH�DQWL�
globalization movement who have spent the decade since 9/11 marching against banks and both 
Democrats and Republicans. Many of them can tick off battle scars and arrest records from a 
ORQJ�OLVW�RI�SURWHVWV��WKH�:72�LQ�6HDWWOH�LQ�������WKH�*���LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�LQ�����«µ�$FFRUGLQJ�
WR� %HUUHW�� ´2FFXS\�:DOO� 6WUHHW·V� PRVW� GHÀQLQJ� FKDUDFWHULVWLF³LWV� GHFHQWUDOL]HG� QDWXUH� DQG�
its intensive process of participatory, consensus-based decision-making—are rooted in other 
precincts of academe and activism: in the scholarship of anarchism.” And this is no coincidence, 
as David Graeber, well-known anarchist inspired by the Zapatistas, spent six weeks in New 
York educating demonstrators on horizontal decision-making. 
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The Occupy movement, the MST, and the Zapatistas
 Aside from the sharing of movement actors and ideologies with the GJM, the Occupy 

movement has made direct connections with the Zapatistas and the MST. For instance, members 
of the MST visited the Occupy Oakland encampment to issue statements of support and educate 
PRYHPHQW� DFWRUV� RQ� WKH� VWUDWHJLHV� RI� WKH�067��2Q�1RYHPEHU� ��� ������ (OLDV�$UDXMR��067�
PHPEHU��DQQRXQFHG� WR� WKH�2DNODQG�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��´:H�FDPH�KHUH� WR�EULQJ�\RX�D�KXJH�
hug from the peasants and social movement in Brazil. And more than a hug we came to give 
you support and an incentive to continue with your struggle.” Similarly, Jeff Frank, National 
&RRUGLQDWRU� RI� WKH� )ULHQGV� RI� WKH�067�� EHFDPH� WKH� RIÀFLDO� ODZ\HU� RI� WKH�2FFXS\�&KLFDJR�
HQFDPSPHQW��,Q�$SULO�RI�������KH�DGGUHVVHG�2FFXS\�&KLFDJR�PHPEHUV�RQ�KLV�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�
the MST to inspire the Occupy movement to employ similar tactics. The Take Back the Land 
0RYHPHQW��ZKLFK�DVVLVWHG�ZLWK�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�´2FFXS\�2XU�+RPHVµ��KDV�DOVR�VXVWDLQHG�WLHV�
to the MST. Take Back the Land began in Florida, where movement actors began occupying 
foreclosed homes to avoid homelessness. The movement lists the MST as one of its partner 
organizations, and claims to have drawn its tactics and organizational structure from the MST. 

Along with drawing ideological inspiration from the Zapatista Movement, the Occupy 
movement has also attempted to establish direct linkages with movement actors. Occupy Wall 
Street issued a statement of solidarity, showing their support for and sympathy with the Zapatista 
movement. The movement also produced an online petition, after members of Movement for 
Justice in El Barrio presented information on the Zapatista movement to the protesters in Liberty 
Square. Similarly, many local offshoots of the Occupy movement have also issued statements 
in solidarity with the Occupy movement. In response, the Zapatistas invited members of the 
Occupy movement to attend a conference to be held in Chiapas. The Zapatistas, through one 
RI�WKHLU�VXSSRUW�JURXSV��FRQWDFWHG�WKH�2FFXS\�PRYHPHQW�E\�VHQGLQJ�WKLV�PHVVDJH��´*UHHWLQJ�
from Chiapas Mexico. We have been asked to invite OWS to this activity, and that there is a 
special hope that whoever comes could bring a video message to the Zapatistas.” Occupy Wall 
Street accepted this invitation, and sent some of its movement actors to Chiapas to attend the 
conference.

Conclusions 
Through technological means and forms of indirect and direct connections, the Occupy
Movement created and was created by linkages with a variety of other movements. 

The web of social movement activity that has emerged alongside increased globalization is 
convoluted, creating linkages in a plethora of ways among a virtually unlimited number of 
actors. It is apparent that many of these movements share similar tactics, strategies, goals, and 
even movement actors. The linkages between the various social movements in Latin America 
only represent a fraction of the transnational connections within the Occupy movement. For 
instance, Adbusters, the group that sparked Occupy Wall Street, is a Canadian organization. 
In many ways, the fact that Adbusters is a non-American organization epitomizes the need 
IRU�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�FODULÀFDWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�WKHRU\��WKH�2FFXS\�PRYHPHQW�ZDV��DW�OHDVW�
in part, cognitively borne from movement actors that could not be explained through nation-
VSHFLÀF�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW� WKHRU\��PRWLYDWHG�E\� WUDQVQDWLRQDO�JRDOV�DQG� WDUJHWV��7UDQVQDWLRQDO�
PRYHPHQWV�KDYH�FKDOOHQJHG�ERXQGDULHV��ÀQGLQJ�XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�ZD\V�WR�FRQQHFW�DQG�FRPEDW�
various problems within the global system. Although many of these movements attempt to 
address problems that exist on the global scale, it is apparent that they also address problems on 
WKH�FRPPXQLW\��UHJLRQDO��DQG�QDWLRQDO�OHYHOV�DV�ZHOO��7KLV�H[HPSOLÀHV�WKH�WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
global and the local, as the two are becoming increasingly interconnected.

6WULNLQJO\�HQRXJK��DV�H[SORUHG�LQ�WKH�ÀQDO�FKDSWHU��WKHVH�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�OLQNDJHV�UHPDLQ�
largely unexplored in social movement theories. Perhaps this is due to the inherent messiness 
in understanding social movement emergence, organization, structure, and success. But what is 
clear, as the examples above have shown, is that social movements are changing. Although they 
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VWLOO�KDYH�JULHYDQFHV�RQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VFDOH��QHROLEHUDO�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�KDV�DPSOLÀHG�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�
grievances. With the changing direction of movement activity, it is clear that social movement 
theory must reform in order to explore the transnational aspects of social movements. 

Transnationalism and Social Movement Theory
The Occupy movement, Global Justice Movement, Zapatistas, and MST are all 

JOREDOL]LQJ� IRUFHV��$W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� WKHVH�PRYHPHQWV� DUH� LQÁXHQFHG� E\� HDFK� RWKHU�� VRFLDO�
movements of the past, other anti-neoliberal social movements, and, in some cases, even 
seemingly unconnected social movements. This spatiotemporal web of social movement activity, 
depicted by the connections among various anti-neoliberal social movements, demonstrates the 
growing importance of transnationalism when analyzing social movement activity. Traditional 
theories of social movements, developed in western nations, mostly examine the emergence 
DQG�VWUXFWXUH�RI�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�ZLWKLQ� WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�VSHFLÀF�QDWLRQDO�ERUGHUV��7KHUHIRUH�
social movement theories can inadvertently categorize movements as nationalistic, even when 
PRYHPHQWV�DUH�QRW�FRQÀQHG�ZLWKLQ�FHUWDLQ�VWDWHV�

� 'HOOD� 3RUWD� DQG� 7DUURZ� H[SODLQ� WKDW�� ´0RGHUQ� VRFLDO� PRYHPHQWV� GHYHORSHG� ZLWK�
the creation of the nation-state, and the nation-state has for many years been the main target 
for protest.” However, with the onset of rapid globalization, the nation-state model faces new 
challenges, both internal and external. Economic, social, and political power are becoming 
LQFUHDVLQJO\� GHFHQWUDOL]HG�� DV� SHRSOH� DQG� PDUNHWV� DUH� QR� ORQJHU� FRQÀQHG� ZLWKLQ� QDWLRQDO�
borders. International Organizations, especially IFIs and Intergovernmental Organizations, 
are gaining power, not only as mediators between nation-states, but as international decision-
making bodies. Similarly, neoliberal globalization has catalyzed the concentration of political 
and economic power in multinational corporations. Grievances from policies and situations 
arising from neoliberal globalization have caused a massive outcry across countries. But who 
is truly responsible for the policies emerging from neoliberal globalization? As demonstrated 
ZLWK�86�LQÁXHQFH�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��WKH�VWDWH�LV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�SHUSHWUDWRU��6WDWHV�DUH�LQÁXHQFHG�
by other forces, and no longer possess complete sovereignty over their borders. 

 The research presented in this paper draws three conclusions: (1) social movements 
FDQ�EH�JOREDOL]LQJ�IRUFHV������PRYHPHQWV�DUH�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�JOREDOL]LQJ�IRUFHV��ZKHWKHU�E\�RWKHU�
VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��HWF�������FODVVLI\LQJ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�QDWLRQ�VWDWH�FDQ�EH�UHGXFWLRQLVW��7KH�QRWLRQ�RI�´DOWHUQDWLYH�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�µ�VHHQ�
in the autonomous communities created by the Zapatistas and MST, and in the ideologies of 
the Global Justice Movement and the Occupy movement, demonstrates the changing trajectory 
of social movement targets. Social movements are no longer solely turning to policy changes 
ZLWKLQ�VSHFLÀF�FRXQWULHV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKHLU�JULHYDQFHV��7KLV�LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�
are completely disengaging with the state, but that movements are engaging with the state less, 
and no longer see the state as the sole possessor of the means to alleviate grievances. These 
three conclusions suggest the need for further inclusion of the transnational paradigm in social 
movement theory. 

Traditional Social Movement Theories
The foundations of the traditional collective action theories remain useful in analyzing 

movements, but fall short in understanding the relationship between globalization and social 
movements. Three main social movement theories: resource mobilization, political process 
theory, and new social movement theory, have dominated studies of social movements since 
the 1970s. These social movement theories emerged after the explosive social movements of 
the 60s and 70s, when it became apparent that pre-existing social movement theories (collective 
behavior theory, mass society theory, and relative deprivation theory) were limited in their 
DSSOLFDWLRQV� WR� WKHVH�QHZ� VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV��7KLV� VHFWLRQ�ZLOO� EULHÁ\�KLJKOLJKW� VRPH�RI� WKH�
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GHÀQLQJ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�WKHVH�WKUHH�PDMRU�SDUDGLJPV��DQG�WKHLU�OLPLWDWLRQV���
 Resource mobilization theory asserts the importance of resources in determining 

movement emergence, movement continuation, and movement success. McCarthy and Zald 
H[SODLQ� WKDW�� ´7KH� UHVRXUFH� PRELOL]DWLRQ� DSSURDFK� HPSKDVL]HV� ERWK� VRFLHWDO� VXSSRUW� DQG�
constraint of the social movement phenomena. It examined the variety of resources that must 
be mobilized, the linkages of social movements to other groups, the dependence of movements 
upon external support for success, and the tactics used by authorities to control or incorporate 
movements.” Although resources are important in movement emergence, it is clear that 
grievances, hardships, solidarity, and collective identity also play a major role in movement 
HPHUJHQFH� DQG� FRQWLQXDWLRQ�� (GHOPDQ� QRWHV� WKDW� UHVRXUFH� PRELOL]DWLRQ� WKHRU\�� ´UHJDUGHG�
collective action mainly as interest group politics played out by socially connected groups 
rather than by the most disaffected.” Political process theory is often viewed as an extension 
of resource mobilization theory, as both paradigms emerged at the same time, and have been 
UHÀQHG�E\�VLPLODU�WKHRULVWV��7KH�SROLWLFDO�SURFHVV�DSSURDFK�SRVLWV�WKDW�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�ZLOO�
emerge when conditions in the political system are favorable. Tarrow believes that political 
opportunity refers to power shifts in the political system, increased number of allies sympathetic 
to the movement’s interest, or periods of increased expression by the state. The political process 
approach is heavily concerned with the relationship between social movements and the state. 
Although the relationship between the state and social movements is important, it is apparent 
that transnational social movements may or may not engage with the state because the state is 
no longer always the target of social movements. 

 New social movement theory developed in the Europe at the same time as resource 
mobilization theory and political process theory. New social movement theory tends to stray 
IURP�HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�LQ�GHÀQLQJ�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�DQG�
continuance of social movements. The paradigm emerged to showcase the inadequacies of 
Marxism in explaining social movement emergence. New social movement theorists believe that 
new social movements are emerging as society progresses from industrial to post-industrial, or 
FDSLWDOLVW�WR�DGYDQFHG�FDSLWDOLVW��7KLV�SDUDGLJP�ZDV�KHDYLO\�LQÁXHQFHG�E\�WKH�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�
in Latin America in the 1990s. Staggenborg explains that some new social movement theorists 
´KDYH�EHHQ�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�KRZ�ODUJH�VFDOH�VRFLRHFRQRPLF�WUHQGV�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�
RI�QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�KDYH�IRFXVHG�RQ�FKDQJHV� LQ� WKH�VLWHV�RI�FRQÁLFW�DQG�
QDWXUH�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�LQ�DQ�´LQIRUPDWLRQ�VRFLHW\�µ�2WKHU�QHZ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�WKHRULVWV�SODFH�
emphasis on the importance of collective identity in shaping the emergence and outcomes of 
D�PRYHPHQW��0DQ\�VFKRODUV�KDYH�TXHVWLRQHG�WKLV�SDUDGLJP�DQG�LWV�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�´ROGµ�
DQG�´QHZµ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV��$OWKRXJK�WKH�WUDMHFWRU\�RI�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�LV�FKDQJLQJ��SDVW�
FROOHFWLYH�DFWLRQV�FRQWLQXH�WR�LQÁXHQFH�QHZ�FROOHFWLRQ�DFWLRQV��7KLV�LV�DSSDUHQW�ZKHQ�H[DPLQLQJ�
KRZ�WKH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�PRYHPHQWV�RI�WKH�1HZ�/DWLQ�
American Left. Similarly, it is apparent when examining the shared horizontal decision-making 
structures of the Occupy movement, Global Justice Movement, Zapatistas, and MST. 

Transnationalism 
The transnational paradigm provides the missing link in major social movement theories, 

and may better explain the relationship between globalization and social movement theory. 
*KLPLUH� H[SODLQV� WKDW�� ´6RFLDO�0RYHPHQWV� IUHTXHQWO\�PXWDWH� RU� HQWLUHO\� QHZ� RQHV� HPHUJH��
thus the need to a constant renewal on the existing theoretical and analytical parameters.” The 
transnationalist approach has become increasingly popular in the study of social movements 
VLQFH�WKH�ULVH�RI�WKH�*OREDO�-XVWLFH�0RYHPHQW��$V�$\HUV�QRWHV��´,W�LV�ZLGHO\�DFFHSWHG�WKDW�UHFHQW�
global transformations such as growing economic integration, emerging issues that transcend 
national borders, the proliferation of international institutions, conference, treaties, and the 
communications revolution have given rise to contentious politics that transcend national 
borders.” Transnational activism is not a new phenomenon, but with the emergence of new 
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transnational social movements, such as the Occupy movement, it is apparent that it is occurring 
on a much larger scale. 

3LHWHVH�H[SODLQV��´«PXFK�FROOHFWLYH�DFWLRQ�LWVHOI�LV�D�JOREDOL]LQJ�IRUFH��,W�LV�FDUULHG�E\�
technological infrastructure and possibilities, propelled by political opportunities and driven by 
necessity. From the outset, globalization is not something that occurs outside collective action 
and vice versa: globalization is rather a spatial expression of domain, a condition and medium 
of collective action.” Thus, social movements are not independent of the forces of globalization, 
and have the ability to propel globalization. As seen with the transnational connections between 
the Occupy movement and the Zapatistas and MST, movements have the ability to coalesce with 
each other quickly, and with more intensity. Therefore by exploring the relationships between 
social movements across borders, and the cross-border aspects within movements, we can better 
understand movement emergence and movement progression. 

� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� *KLPLUH�� ´GHVSLWH� LQFUHDVHG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� HFRQRPLF� DQG� FXOWXUDO�
integration in recent decades, the national setting continues to remain acutely important in 
contention politics.” Each of the movements discussed in this paper have inherently nationalist 
characteristics, and are dependent on national culture. For instance, the MST and the Zapatistas 
are heavily comprised of rural actors that still rely on agriculture. The occupations created by 
these movements serve as a solution to their particular grievances. The Occupy movement, 
particularly Occupy Wall Street, created squatter-like communities like the Zapatistas and 
MST that were more of a tactic rather than a solution. Occupy Wall Street actors used the 
encampments as a form of contentious politics as well as a place to inspire dialogue. Each of 
these movements has engaged with the state in some capacity, but do not rely on the state to 
DGGUHVV�WKHLU�VSHFLÀF�JULHYDQFHV��

$OWKRXJK�WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI�WKH�VWDWH�WR�VROHO\�PDLQWDLQ�DQG�FRQÀQH�WKDW�ZKLFK�OLHV�LQ�LWV�
borders is becoming more arbitrary, the nation-state model is still a salient feature in the overall 
structure of the international world system. Therefore traditional collective action theories 
are still relevant in analyzing social movements. Relationships between the local and the 
global are complex. Illusive and complex forces, such as the world market, do not make easy 
targets for movement actors. Similarly, although neoliberalism is a feature of the international 
economic political arena, its policies can be implemented on a local scale. My research shows 
that the mobilizations against neoliberalism discussed in this paper do not operate completely 
independent of each other, but can be seen as part of a web of spatiotemporal relations. At the 
same time, there are aspects of these movements that are very nationalistic and very much 
dependent on culture. Therefore I argue that it is important to recognize the transnational 
aspects within social movements, while still drawing distinctions between movements and 
within movements themselves.
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