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1. ACTION SUMMARY

Wo] s

Contact

"Message!" or Action

Obed & BSF Land
acquisition

Proposed Clear Creek dam

Smokies legislation
Chip mills
Big Flery Gizzard Creek

TDOT's destructive 1-26
6 | Cherokee Natl Forest
6 | Eligible Cherokee NF rivers

7C | Wetlands

8B |Alaska wetlands

9A | Planned TCWP events

9F | TCWP meetings. outings

9F | TCWP Action Calls

Sens. Sasser. Mathews
Reps. Cooper, Lioyd

TowP
Sen. Mathews
Sen. Sasser

Corps of Engineers
TAGER.

Rep, Lioyd; your State
legislator; IDEC

Gov. McWherter
USSens. and Rep.
US Sens, and Rep.
[Reps Lloyd, Cooper, For
[Reps. Qu
amon, G
Semttet Taner

EPA lif comment
period is still open]

TCWP
TCWP

“Support Obed and BSF acquisition funds
recommended by conservationistsi*

Offer to help fight dam.

“Continue Sen. Gore's position on wildermess!”
“Conttnue your past strong stand!”

“Do not issue permits without an EIS!"
Suppart the group financlally

“Oppose dam!"

“Make sure TDoT adheres to settlement!"
“Support approprtation to acquire Inholdings!"

"Spansar (nchusion of these rtvers in WSR
Syste

“Co-sponsor Edwards wetlands-protection bl!"
“Switch your support from Hayes to Edwards
1y

“Reject regulation that would exempt Alaska
wetlands from Sec. 404 protection!

Participate in events listed in I9A.
Make suggestions

Send us copies of letters you write.

Senator John Doe
United States Senate
Washington, LC 20518

Dear Senator Doe
Sincerely yours,

The Hon. John Doe
U.S. House of
Washington, DC 20515

ear Congressman/woman Doe

Stncerely yours,

Representatives

Governor Ned McWherter
State Capitol
Rashvilie, TN 37219

Dear Gov. McWherter
Respectfully yours,

(202) 22¢-3121

Tocalla

or Senator, dial C

To find out about the status of federal bls, call (202) 225-1772

continued from po it

* The TED experience: claims and ma/:?y, is an EDF report that disproves shrimpers' claims that "turtle excluder

devices” wouid reduce the shrimp c:

and provide no real benefit to sea tuitles. $3 from EDF (257 Park

verce Souih, New York, NY 106101 Dhane 212-505-2100).
* The impacts of Rail-Trails is the report of a study, released July 1982, done cooperatively by the Rivers and Trails

Conservalion Assistarice Program of

the National Park Service and Penn State University. For copies or info,

contact Tom lurino (NPS, USDI, POBox 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127, phone 202-343-3669).
* The Watchable Wildife Series, wildlife viewing guides for a number of states, is produced by Defenders of
Wwildife with a grant trom the US Forest Service. Published by Faloon Press, 1-800-582.2665



1. BIG SOUTH FORK AND OBED

Time to support land-acquisition
appropriations for Obed and Big S. Fork

The new Congress is in session and will soon
get down 1o business. Not discouraged by our
fallure to secure acquisition funds tast year (NL180
12A) (though we did get some the year before), we
start again, because our efforts are so essentiat to
the the profection of fragile fands that remain highly
wulnerable until they come into federal ownership.

Funding for acquisition of authorized National
Park Syslem lands is appropriated by the conqress
from the Land & Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).
This year again. money we seck for the BSFNRRA
(Big South Fork National River & Recreation Area)
and OWSR (Obed Wiid & Scenic River), $3 million
and $785,000, respectively, wil be included in the
National Park & Conservation Association's priority
listot nationwide acquisition needs.

NPCA reminds us that. in recent years,
ress has been approprialing only a fraction of
the authorized LWCF monies. Eventhough about
$300 mition are added tothe Fundeach year (trom
ofisnore energy lease fees earmarked for his
purpose). Congress appropriated only S50 miion
forine National Park Syster (NPS) tastyear. NP GA
ad fequestod S331 filion kr 86 NS projects.
Members of Congress are not hearing from their
constituents, says NPCA.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Let us make a major
effoit to secure BSFNRRA and OWSR acquisition
funds this year! Write to Senators Sasser and
Mathews, Representatives Cooper and Lioyd, and
your own representative and senators (it different
from the above), explaining why the completion of
important. (Simply put: highly
<nts ihreaten unless tha tancs
In Question areprotectedby acquisition.) Urge them
fo support adequate FY'94 LW cFapp-oprm.on in
genual. e e BSFNRAA  ond OWSA

roprialions in particular. Ask them whether they
= willing to do this; and i they don respond, or
vespond inadequalely, write again. This is
something we can afford 1o 1ake a litlle time over.
{Oak Ridgers: visit Marilyn Lioyd's oftica in person
and ask to speak to Martha Wailus. Make it clear we
are asking for acquisition funds; Obed
development fundslas! year.]

A little later, we shall also have 1o lobby for
operating funds for BSFNRRA and Obed, as well as
for the NPS Southeastern Region (SERO). For
example, land acquisition has been viiually stalled,
even when there is money available, because
essentially one person handies all of SERO's
aoquisition tasksfor several dozensol NPS units.
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Yet another dam proposed for Obed WSR
headwaters: this one on Clear Creck:

Our summary ot the horror story of the Otter
Creek dam proposal in NL190 §2C ended with this
statement: “Transcending the Otter Creek dam
issue, the fonger-range problem for the Obed is the
ongoing quest for more and more water by
Crossuile and lher piateau commundies hal are
reluctant o set limits (o growth.” e know
how soon we'd be proved right.

Clear Creek is one of the two major
tributaries of the Obed River, and the segment
downstream from the Fentress County line is
included in the Obed National Wiki & Scenic River.
On Oct. 13, 1992, the Caioosa Utilty District
submitted a Project Notification Form to the State
Clearing House (in the Tennessee State Planning
Offic) thal H propased tobuilda walersugply dam

Creek, impounding a 100-acre reservoir.
The Sie Clearing House forwarded this to 9 state
agencies and set November 20 as the cut-oll date
for comments. The National Park Sewice heard
nothing about the_proposal urtil December, and
thenonlyfrom the Sierra Club, via us.

We have sincethen teamed a bitofthe histoiy.
The Catoosa WUiilty District commissioned a studyby
‘GRW Engineers, Nashville, which was published in
March 1991 (we have onty just seen it). The report
recommended that a raw water supply source of 3.0
MGD (milion gallons per day) be pianned for. ttwent
onto i i

and compared them to the existing afternative of
purchasing potable waterfromthe City of Crossville:
Clear Creek, Drowning Creek, and the Obed River,
The Clear Creek dam would be just west of the
Piateau Road (west of US 127) and would impound
101 acres. The Drowning Creek reservoirwould be

location woutd involve censtwcllon of a water-
supply weir rigit in the Goulds Bend section, one o
the most dramatic parts of the Obed goige.

‘e report found Cfear Creek to be the most
econumlcal focation. The General Development
Corpany (who are they?) “hasexpressedinterestin
pursuing development of a lake on Clear Creek for
their benefil and the benefit of the Catoosa Uliliy
District," and would donate construction costs and
water rights; even with that, and assuming Farmers

e Administration (FmHA) financing, the cost of
Ireated water from a Clear Creek dam would be
higher than the cost ot purchasing potable water
from Crossville (I} (However, GRE fears Crossville
may raise the pice as tinwe passes.)

Now, the GRW recommendation has been
transtated inlo an actual proposal. As in the caseot

the Otier Creek dam, funding woutd come from



FmHA: a total of $3,370.000, half of it an outright
grant, hakt a loan. This project would thus be tunded
by lederat doliars and is therefore sublect to the
provisions of NEPA, fequiring an Environmental
Iinpact Statement. Furher, under Sec. 7(a) of the
National Wild & Scenic Rivers
or agencyol the UniledStates shall assist ... Inthe
construction of any water resource project that
wouldhave a direct and adverse eflect onthe values
for which suchriverwas establishedas determine
by the Secretary charged with its adminisiration.
Already, FmHA personnel have referred 1o the
roject as “smal, with no real impact,” so we clearly
have another fighton our hands. It is certaltdy tobe
toped that the National Park Service will take a
strong. active par inthis fight.

This theft of water from the Obed system is
clearly getting to be a habit. Where will It end?.
Some stronger protection forthe headwatersof Wild
& Scenic Rivers is clearly needed. As far as the
water needs of communities are concemed, state-
wideor regional water-supply ptanningthal Includes
underground as well as surface water -- andthatis
ot afraid to set limits to growth -- is clearly a
necessity.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: As soon as this snuaﬂon B
dlaritied, we'll need help on this issu

fouchwithLee Russell (addresson Sotomel o 1) i
You are willing tohelp.
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While we have not yet analyzed the entire
document in detail, it seems clear that each
alternative contains some _desirable and some
undesirable_re commendations. For example,
alternative C recommends (pending additional
legisative authriy) and acquistions that we have
long advocated: expans boundary to that
recommonded by the original 858 eligibiliy study.
namely 100 river miles {in fieu of the cuarentd5 mile):
and_additions of the inadvertent omissions,
significatif tributary resources, and 20-30 miles of
Emory (downstream). Recommendations ot
altemative C thatwe are lesshappy about include
improving additional river accesses (‘as supported
by analysis). such as Obed Junction, and
constructing a visilor center within the park

The Open House, which was held at the Obed
Visitor Center in Warlburg on Octaber 27, was
attended by 41 .~ SERO has roughly
summarized the comments received on about 4
pages. These comments seem to have been in
general in tavor of non-development or restricted
development; e.g., a majority opposed a road and
developed overlook at the Obed/Clear Creek Jat.,
others asked that developed camping and

picnicking be resiricted to Nemo Bridge, that there
B "no averiooks anless you hike to them.” that
there be no paved trails, that the park be kept

“primitive,” etc. were quite a lew
ions to extend the

Progress report on Obed General
Plan

Three meetings have now been held in
onneclon wih generaing the Obed WSR Genaral
Management Plan (GMP). Two of them were
intenawe - and wllstructured brain.storming
sessionsis -- the Planning Workshop of May27-28
(NL188 1) and the Alternatives Workshop ot
September 10 (NL190 §2B); the third was an
informal “anybody-drop-in* open house on October
27 (NL190 128)._ The Planning Team In he Park
Sewvices Southeast Regional Oflice (SERO) has
now generated a discussion paper which is partly
based on these meetings but includes
extrapolationis by SEROteam membe 1s. We have
been invited to comment on this discussion paper
by January 1.

The paper develops three alternatives with
regard o each of the following subjects: Resource
Management (ecosystem and cuttural msuurces).

Visttor Use (activities, visitor services and facilties).
and-Park. Operations. (managerent. facities).
Atemative A Is a continuation ofthe present course,
rellecting existing conditions. Alternative 8
*represents a condition that achieves a gre ater
consistency with the park purpose by providing
addiional resources tor basic park management.”
Attemative C “represents a strong, proactive fole.”

including the lower Emory, Daddys Creek canyon,
Crocked Fork Creek, Isiand Creek, Whie Creek from
Lavender Bridge, Crab Orchard Creek. People were
in favar of stopping the Oter Creek dam, geting

WRA to amend their ctear-cutting policy for
C:toasa and entorcing high water-quality
standards

Obed River Wildlife Ccnter apens
Karen Lyles and her husband Buddy Cumbie
bought land in Morgan County four years ago and
moved into their unfinishe d home in the sping, of
1992 L ittledid theyknowthat their taking care of
ew orphaned animals would soon bogsom info thir
operating a rehabilitation centerfor widite. In their
Fall 1982 newsletter, they tabulate 31 animals that
they have taken care ol. Only5 of these eilherdied
orhadtobe euthanized. Therest were treated and
released or relocated; two (a red-shouldered hawk
and a great homed owl) have become permanent
residents. These folks could use donations of
equipment, supplies, or money, as well as help with
the work. They are wilting to schedule programs.
Call Karen at 346.7747 (or wrile POBox 425,
Wantburg, TN 37887).




2. SMOKIES

Wilderness prospects worsen
Hopes for a Smokies Witdemess bill, already
extremely remote as ing as Sen. Jesse Helms (R-

N.18l. 1/11/8
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in the meantime, all members of the the wolf
famiy that was experimentaly released in October
1991 have been recaptured. aduits were
transferred to the Alfigator Siver National Wit
Reluge, but ihe tua female ofispring are In Smokies
and are prime candidates force-

NC) was in office, just about hen Sen.
Teriy Santord (D-NC) was defeated on Nov. 3. Had
Sanlord been reelected, ha would probably have
introduced a bill_containing both a monefary
settlement for Swain County (compensation for
flooding of the Norih Shore Road when Fontana
Resaivoir was created) and wildemess designation
that included the disputed area north of Fontana.
Sen. Helms, playing 10 the tune ofthe Swain County
Cemetery Association, is sponsoring a bill that would
authorize conshuctian of a new North Shore Road,
in addition to faﬁym Swain County a monetary
setiiement ot $16 million. The election of ulira-
fightwing candidate Lauch Faircloth now gives
Helms an unquestioning ally.

in the past, Tennessee’s Senators Sasser and
Gore have always stongly supported Smokies
wildemess leglslation that included the area northof
Fontana and that also provided a monetary
setliement for Swain County. it is to be hoped that
wilt carry
on Gore's position on this matler. it is highly unikely
that the North Carolina senators could pass any
legislation that did ot aiso havethe suppor! ofthe
Tennessee senators. So the best we can hope for
is a stalemale: no wildemess, but also no new North
Shore Road. In the meanwhile, the Smokies are at
least administratively protected by an excellent
General Management Plan that provides for de faclo
wildemess management for major areas of the Park,
including the area noith of Fontana.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Wit to Sen Harian
Mathews urging him to continue Sen. 's
position on Smakies wildemess.
Sasser, thanking him for his strongstand inthe past,
and urging him to stand firm in the future also.
Addresses on p. 2.

Red Wolf update
Permanent releases have begun! A family of
wolves -- mother, fathar, and four 6-manth-old pups
(all radio-collared) -- was released from the Cades
Cove acclimation pen in October. There are no
plans to re-capture them, and they will thus be the
tirst group of red wolves to reside in these
mountains since 1905, and the firsf wolves to be
reintroduced into any U.S. nationalpark. A similarly
consfituted family willsoon be (or, perhiaps already
hasbeen) released intothe norihwestem section ol
the park, and thereare plansfor

o Se'!

Fatazse since they are paskbom and have ived
the wild most of their lives.

A lot was leamed from the experimentaf release
The wolves sfayed clear of humans (even though
they occasionally entered a piciic area and were
occasionally seen hunting woodchucks) and
showed no interest in panhandiing. There were four
occasions, when individual wolves leffthe park, bt
on two of these the animals retumed on their cwn.
They ate deer, racoons, rabbils, and woodchucks
withoul making a noticeable impact on the
population size of these prey species. Recently the
first instance of the wolves killing a witd hog was
documented -- good news since the park has
worked for decade to reduce_the size of this
destructive, exofic_species. There was some
predation on domestic animais, bath in Cades Cove
and outside the park, and a tofal ot $253 hasbeen
paidtor fivestack lossesiromthe largedonatedfund
that had been set aside to indemnify properly
owners. frformation on woll-Goyote interactions is
incomplete because most ofthe coyoles no longer
had functioning radio collars; however, all observed
contacts were_hostile, lessening the fear that
interbreeding might become a problem.

3. AROUND THE STATE

Chipmills and the South Cumberlands

The threat posed by chip mils became very vivid
10 those of us who attended the TCWP Annual
e South Cumberiands. The rich cover
o deckiuous forest makes this area of mountain

gorges one of the most beautiul in our state.
‘And vitgally nona of s protected. O the walk 16
Raven Point for example, we leamed hal the

nky we were traversing, the magnificent Big

Fiely Gizzard gorgwe averiooked framthe Poink,
and the hills rising beyond the gorge fim on the
other side were all privately owned, mostly by timber
‘companies. 'e same was tiue when we went to
Foster Falls.

A istuibing piece of i i
that the Mead Corporation, a big consumer of
fosests, has been secretly buying up timber rights
on about 12,000 acres belonging to private
individuals in the South Cumberland region (look for
an articte soon to appear in the Nashville Banne).
Mead contracts signed last June are for cutling

of a few additional pairs each year until the park's
canying capacityhas been reached.

plateau ithin 52 months, and *side or slope”
Fands wilhin 138 morhs - anather sign that e
industryintends fo sweep the area clean of ts forest
in 5-12 years, then pull up stakes and move



elsewhere. The thought of whatltie beautitul South
Cumberlands would look like it clearcut was
horcitying indeed — especiallyso since, on ourway

onteagle, we had passedNew Hops the site
wher
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atlected states enactedrequired BMPs forforestry.
Some chip-milt proponents oppose any conditions
that would regutate forest-management praclices on
private lands. Certaingroups, e.g., the Tennessee

of a chip il (Boise-Cascade, cleavly trying 10
pressure TVA into granting chip-mill permis, has
said that, although river transporlation wouid be
desirabla, it is not mandatory, andthat the coinpany

ill move the chips by truck or train, see NL130
14A).

Gore, when writing 10 us recently,
contisming thathe had urged TVA and the Corps of
Engineers to deny chip-mill permits, wenl on 10 say:
i am tully aware that at least one company has
announced its intention to proceed with the
construction of a chip mill with orwithout a pemi ...

egardles sof any independent action taken bythe
nmpmullopsramrs permits for chipmills alangme
Tennessee River should be denied
companies must get a clear message: oo
government is serious about

League, want 10 push a law through
the Tennessee legistature 1o enact forestry BMPS,
but the currently proposed billlacksteeth.

Regardiess of how desirable legislated BMPs
(however strong) would be for other purposes, we
must ask whether they could do anything much to
avertthe real threat fromchip mills. mostof which
comes from clear cuting. Aflerall, BMPs are chiefly
erosion-mitigation measures. They do nothing 1o
guaranteethie survivat ofthe forest ecosystem, and
they do not even require sustainable forestry. Worsi
of aft, their enactment would probably give the
agencies (TVA, CoE) an excuse for granting chip-
mill pennits.

More about the proposed Big Fiery Gizzard
Creek dt

protection.”

Boise-Cascade claims that chip mills practice
ut i thi -swere thecase, the

ating in South
Alabama, Mississippi, andihe sotwes), Insieadof
having cleared out 1o move intoour area. (See also
6, ttisNL).

Not only the Tennessee River but also the
Cumberland River is being sought for chip-mill
lacations because ot the cheap barge teansport of
the_product, most ot which would be exported 1o
Japan and elsewhere overseas.

ion with our TCWP ling at
Monleau\e (see ‘95 lhls NL) wemade a field rip o
1he site for whi Fiety Gizzard Creek
has been proposed. Water supplylor Tracy Cily i
the juslification (NL189 §4A). Our local guides and
Hosts. were he wondedul Mays famay (Byeon.
Cartene, and Valerie). The dam site is only a short
distance upstream from where the creek beginsto
cut the spectacular Fiery Gizzard Gorge which
deepens as i confinues southward, providing
shade and moisture fora uniqueremnantforest.

There are major problems with the proposed $5-
acre resemmv (a) t would mduoe watevnewwnnm

River is under the _jurisdiction ot the Corps of
Engineers (CoE). We must therefore male H clear 1o
the CoE that the public does not want these mils.

WHAT YOI CAN DO: (1) Write 1o Lt Col.
Sheppard (Regulalaly Branch, U.S. Army Corps ol
Engineers, POBox 1070, Nashville, T!
1070} and request that: (3) no new permits snouu
be Issued without an onsite and offsite cumulative
Environmental Impact Statement, such as the one
done by TVA for South Pitisburg; and (b) no
existing port pemit muslbe used for shipping chips
or logs without re-evaluating the existing permit
through anEIS process and holding pubic hearing.
) A group called T.AG.E.R. (Tennesseans/
Alabamans/Georgians for Envionmental Respons-
ibility) has been spearheading the battle against
chipmills. They need financial support 1o carly on.
Send any contribution o them at POBox 764,
South Pitisburg, TN 37380

BMPs (aen Management Practices] for
JSorestry

Inits urau EISon chip mills, TVA indicated that it
would be more incfined lo issue permits if the

dunna Beriods hat are namrﬂlly dry); (b) it would
floodanarea that is in itself worth saving, a relatively
unspoit wooded valley contzsing ineresting rock
outcroppings and pink tady siiopers, a state-listed
plant. And these destructions canno be justified in

name of necessily because there are severat
ahtemative ways of getting water for Tracy City {two
neighboring utiity districts, both of which have an
excess of water; unlapped ground-water supplies; a
nearby 78-acre spring-fed take, Ramsey Lake,
whose owner is willing 10 sell water fo the city
(though “safe yields™ may not be adequale from this
source]; and a recently authorized and tunded
pipeline fo pump water from the Tennessee River
up “the mountain®).

So why the pressure for damming Big Fiery
Gizard Creek? There is a suspicion that one or
more people may be speculating on sales of
reseivoirside lands. Itwasalsovely interesting 1o
tind outthat, aswas the case with the Otter Crel
dam we had fought last year (NL190 §2C), e
promoting federal agency is the Farmers Hom
Administration (FmHA), which operates stealthily



nd scoms the proper assessment of environmental
impacts. The reservoir wou!d be lunded by a
nillion grant from FmHA.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: A local hearing on the
proposal had been held shorly before we visiied
the sife, but there was st fime for TOWP President
Maureen Cunningham to provide writlen comments
or the hearing record and loalert EPA. Even now,
your letlers poinfing out the polential
destructveness of the project and the availa bilty of
altemative water supplies would help. Your lefters
should be sent to: (a) Rep. Marilyn Lioyd (address
on p. z), (b) your state legislators (see Political
Guide). and {c) o Mr. Rbert Baker (TDEC, Diysion
of Waler Pollution Cortrol, Natural Resources Sex

4th Floor TERRA Bldg, 150 Ninth Ave Nunn
Nashville, TN 37247-301). urging him 1o deny
Permit Application 91.092.  The state Water
Pollution Controi Divisioncanonly consider surface-
water alternatives; il's apparently up o citizen
opponents ofthedamto push other attemativesvia
the politicalprocess.

Settlement reached in tausuit agalnst TDoT on
destructive 126

Construction by the Tennessee Depl. of
Transporiation, TDoT, of 1-26/-181, and paricularly
Ui segment rom Enan, TN, south lo he NC Stale

E
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ratherthan comply enthusiastically withthe termsof
u e sefllement. We need o ask Gov. McWherter fo
TDoT 1o carry out specific provisions e.g.,
gsl the bear-migralion sludy starled Immediately,
andthe advisory comenitieee initiated. Address on
2.

Planning for new trails finds

The National Recreational Trails Fund Act
passed bythe last Congress has some bad feafures,
notablythe potential encouragement if provides for
development of ATV (all-terrain vehicle) trails in
currently unspoiled areas. There are also some
potentially good features. For example, each state
Is required 10 set up a Recreationai Trails Advisoly
Board, which can have a strong impul info the
choice of trail projects (o be funded underthe Acl.

The State Trails Courcil of Tennessee recently
met with officials of the Tean. Dept of Environment
and Conservation to discuss formation of the
Advisory Board and implementation of the Act in
general. If youare Interested In participating!n this
process, get In touch with Bob Brown, Chairman of
the Tenn Trails Council, 4904 Colorado Ave.,
Nashville, TN 37209, phone 615-373-3467.

lative initiatives for EAF
Milo Pyne, TCWP's new representative on the
i i of the

#ne at Sams Gap, has had disastrol
consoquences (NL18D S48 NL169 §50: N has
levelled forests, caused huge scars on the
mountains, (otally_ deslroyed or degraded

on Fund
Tennessee environmental movement) informs us
that EAF will support at leest two intiatives. On bill
Yo be sup pored wouldmake!t harderior developers
o instaf i placed, septic

Innumera ble streams, and
of Sii andother polisants gy Nolichucky
walershed. Repeated nolices from TDEC (Tenn.
Dept of Environment ard Conservation) to TDoT,
citing manydozensof violations, brought fo results.
Furher, the road will be a barrier fo wildiife
movement, arid the Appalachian Trail will become an
encased walkway suspended over 4-(ane tratlc.

in Septem ber, the Tennessee

1arks (aurenty a mjorsourceo! waler palon). I
addition, a cilizens' suit bill will be supported that
should makelt easler to brngsuit againstagencies
or peoplethat violateenvironmentallaws. Detalls of
these bills, sponsors, etc., are still being workedout.
There has been some discussion of a BMP bill, bul
EAF mem ber organizatlons are spiit on whether this
would be a good idea (see Y3B,HisNL).

Council (TEC) and a local group, Good Earth
Defense (GED), filed suit against TD0T and FHA lo
block consirucion o the project urli furher
environmental review is performed. In

Sellloment was reached Ina Incluces the folowing
provisions: (a) TDoT will not appeal findings from
TDEC, which wil involve some lnes; () wnigratory
paths of black bears will be sluded, and TDoT
takesteps 10 see that these are not blocked bylhe
road; (c) TDoT will restore streams (inciuding
streamside vegetation) lo as nafural a state as
possible; (d) an advisory comniitteewil; be toimedto
include representatives of TEC and GED, and TOOT
wiill cover expenses upto $20,000.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Those who have have had
prior dealings with TDoT on other projects are
inclined o predict that the agericy will drag its feet

A

4. COAL-MINING NEWS

1992 )y Bill addresses Valid Existing
Rxghsmﬁ

Surlace erinn Control and Reclamation Act
ot 187 (SMCRA) prohibits mining in such areas as
natlonat parks and forests, wild & scenic rivers, the
vicinities of cemeleries, pu blc buildings, etc. The
coat industry owns mineral rights in some of these
areas, and has claimed the right 1o mine them,
resulling In a controversy of how fo define VER
(Valld Existing Rights) in the regulations
promuigated under SMCRA.

Under regulatory language written not 100 long
alter passage of tire Act. only those companies or
individuals that held (or werein processof securing)



mining permils by the date SMCRA, was signed
(August 3, 1977) have VER to mine in areas
otherwise resticted bythe Act. Attentive to the coal
industry’s pressure for the right to mine in amy
location in which they own mineral rights - however
pristine or fragile - the Reagan and Bush
Adminlstrations made a couple of formal atternpls to
change the regulations so as to accommodate the

industry. Each time, tlieywere stowed down by the

groups, expressed at hearings. However, there
were umors that the Office of Surtace Mining (OSM)
was simgly wailing for the election to pass before
pronuigating the indushy-supported regulations in
finalform.

Forlunately, a last-minute amendment to the
1992 Energy Bill, passed in October, established a
one-year moratorium on any new defintion of VER
This means that any reconsideration ot the
regulations will come during the Clinton
Administration.

1992 Energy Bill addresses damages caused by
coal mining
‘Shortly before the 1992 Energy Bill was passed
In October, an amendment was added that
addesses (he damages caused by coal mining
iing companies imust now replace dririking water
supplles (wels, spings, elc) damaged by ither
S or underground-riring.  They must aiso
compensate owners of occupied cwellings
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requied the company to develop a toxic-materials
handling plan, This plan was not generated, and
M-K, after granting numerous extensions, finally
ordered the mine shut downin July. Subsedquently,
OSM-K was ordered by high OSM officials in
Washington to withdraw the Cessation Order, and
the mine continued operating — without a permit,
pending courtaction.

Skyline was finally ordered shut on December
12 by Adminiiraive Law Judge Torbetl, wio made
the interim ruling 1 the toxic-materials
handiing plan (which s finally been dralled) was
inadequate to take care ol the waste material
chemically (confinining whal knowledgeable persons
had long said: the Sewanes Coal Seam cannot be
worked safely by any known procedure). This shul-
down resulted In Skyline workers sending
delegations to Rep. Marilyn Lloyd, and 10 Gov.
McWherer, and organizing demonsirations. Rep.
Lloyd called for "some sorl of compromise.” [The
sadfact is thatthe workers have been hurt by their
company'stailure toobeythe law.]

The company requested a temporary work
order, but Judge Torbett ruledon Jaruary 7 thatthe
operation cannot reopen unless and untif an
eflective Jong-tenn handiing plan can be approved.
Each side has 30 days to submit wiilten arguments
and thecour! willissue a tinai suling on March 1. This
will be a precedent-setting case in more ways than
gne because the apparently unlreatable Sewanee
1 it i |

damaged
an ocwneme ol a5 common in Tamessee asi
states wherecoal seams are thicker, and long-wall
mining is practiced. The Reagan and Bush
Administrationshad tor 12 years refused tolnctude
such provisions in the reguiations promulgated
under SMCRA.

Washington repeatedly overruled regional
regulation of stripminis

in Novernber, chiets and employees of Office ot
Sur tace Mining {OSM) offices in 6 states (inckiding
Tennessee) wenl public to reveal that OSM director
Hany M. Snyder had repeatedly ordered them to
end investigations of violations, reduce tines,
eliminate penalties, divert prosecutions, and
prevent inspections. Never mind that the law was
being violated, Snyder was implementing the
philosophy of Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan, who
had said: "We don't want to be a regulatory agency;
‘we want to be a development agency.”

A Tennessee example of what has been going
on is a stripmine near Duniap operated by the
Skyline Coal Co., a wholly-owned subsidiary of Amax
Coat Industries, Inc., the nation's third-largest coal
producer. About 2 years ago the regional oftice of
OSM in Knoxville (OSMK) started tingthemine for
generaling major amounts ol toxic drainage, and

5. THE €LECTIONS AND OTHER
POLITICAL NEWS

The top of the ticket, and the cabinet
appointments
f you read our last Newsletter's summary of the
non-partisan League of Conservatian Voters (LCV)
profiles of presidential and vice-presidential
candidates (NL190 {1A). you will understand why
the country's environmertal commurity is pleased,
gxcted. and challengadby the Cirton-Carg vicory.
Significantty, Clintor/Gore won almost every siate in
Which Bush had wamed thal the Democrels were
“environmental_extremists™ whose election would
here wil undoubtedly be anti-
environment pressures _brought on the new
aon o o ‘

citizens may wish lo write the new President,
commending him on his position that sustainable
economic development and a healthy environment
can, and indeed must, co-exist.

Already, we can take heart from several of the
cabinet appointments. Bruce Babbitt is a great
choice indeed tor Secretary of the Interior, judging
not only fram his fine record as former Govemor ol
Arizona, and the positions he took as a 1988



Presidentiat candidate, but trom the extensive and
effective work he performed as President of the
League of Conservation Vofers, 1o which he
devoted about 2/3 of his time for $1 per year. --
Another promising appointment is that of Carof
Browner 1o head EPA. Browner had woiked as
Sen. Gore's top legislative aide until two years ago,
when she joined Gov. Chiles' administration to
strengthen environmental regulalations in Fiorida.
While still working in the Senate, she played a major
role inwinninga federaimoratarium onoil drilling off
the Florida Keys. — Finally, several TCWP menbers
who know him personally wil be thoroughly
delighted with the choice of Jack Gibbons as
Presidentiat Science Advisor (Head of OSTP). After
working as a physicist at Oak Ricge National Lab,
Jack became director of U.T's Energy &
Environment Center, and finally moved to
Washington o head the Oflice of Technology
Assessment, a jobhe has heldforthe past 13 years
OTA conducts studies on scientitic, technical, and
social issues at the request of Congress, and Jack
established a wonderful working relationship with a
nurnber of key legisiators, including Sen.
Incidentally, Jack has been an active TCWP member
for many years

Other appointees 1o cabinet positions that are
important 1o environmentalists are more difficuft to
evaluate, mostly because less is known about them.
Hazel O‘Leary will head DOE, after it was widely
expected that the job would go to Sen. Timothy

th. a staunch advocate of energy conservation
and environmental protection. Candidate Ctinton
had said he wanted to wean the nation from its
reliance on coal and oil by converting 1o cleaner
alternative energy sources, lo encourage energy
efficiency and energycanservation, andio expand
the market for poliution-cantrol technologies and

from only 26-43 over tha past 3 years) will be
Secretary of Agriculiure, but the important
appoiniment ta look for there is who will be chosen
asheadofthe U.S. Forest Sewice.

Senate/House wins/losses
Pro-environmentcandidateswon ina majortyof
races; e.g., 64% ofthe candidates supported by
LCV were elected. The percentage was even
higher (67%) in the case of 52 LCV-supported
candidates running for open seats, who will become
treshman members of Congress. Greally welcome
were the elections of new Senators Barbara Boxer,
Dianne Feinstein, Patly Murray, Carol Masely Braun,
and Russ Feingold. Several House victories have
particutar significance for environmental legistation.
Among these is the reelection of Rep. Gerry Studds
(D-MA), an environmental champion who ctiairs the
commileethathas Lrsdiotion overihe Endangered
s Act, wetlands issues, and ANWR.

NL191. 1/11/88
9

Unfortunately, there were also some losses of
fong-term environmental stalwars, such as Sen
Wyche Fowler and Representatives Jim Jontz, Peter
Kostmayer, Gery Sikorski, Tom Downey, and Bill
Green. The defeat of Sen. Terry Sanford wi hurt us
on Smokies issues (see §2A, this NL), and the
failure of ctallenger Les AuCoin to defeat Sen. Bob

means continuation ofan uphill fightfor
ancient-forest preservation. Wayne Owens'failure
10 gain the Utah senate seat was also a sad
disappointment.

Tennessee situation

The Nation's (and our) gain of an outstanding
vice president, means our loss of an outstanding
senator. Harlan Mathews will serve only as a

al the seat tor anditi:

hoped that he will peipetuate Sen. Gore's positions.
Because heis newto Washington, he does needto
hearfrom us on issues that concem us, especialy
since he will serve on the imporiant Energy and
Naturaf Resources Committee. TCWP had writtento
Gov. McWherter recommending appointment of
Rep. Jim Cooper, who has a good environmental
record (see below) and has been helpful with the
Big South Foik NRRA; Cooper may fun lor the
senate seat in 1994.

Al incumbent Tennessee representatives were
reelected. This may be a good tme to look at their
LCV (League of Conservation Volers score forthe
past three sessions.

192 1991/92 1989/90

Quilien(R) 6 3 6
Duncan(R) 6 7 28
Lioyd (D) 25 2 50
Cooper(D) €3 70 78
Clement (D) 38 4% 61
Gordon(D) 56 55 63
Sundquist (R) [ 7 F3
Tanner(D) 25 2 56

ord (D) 63 70 72

“Tennessee Conservationists for Clinton-Gore®
sentout maiings in October. Among the foughly60
prominent Tennessee conservationists isted o the
letterhead were the following whose names may be
Tamitar 1o TOWP menbers: 50b Alen, Jon Doyat
Jenny Freeman, Hugh Irwin, Barbara Kelly, Russ
Manning, John' McFadden, Ray Payne, Mack
Prichard, 81 andl. o6 Fussell, Join Sherman, Wil
Sketton, Arthur Srrith,andJohn Willams.

Environmental initiatives

On Election Day, voters approved 60% ofthe20
major environmental inifiatives on state and local
ballots.  Counting all of 1992, the record for
envlmnmemzl initiatives was 18 winsand 12 losses.
This
ballofiniialives n generai, which hasbeenjusta%
since thetumof the century.
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FORESTRY ISSUES DISCUSSED AT TCWP
ANNUAL MEETING

In additionto other activites(lorwhich see§98), our
annual meeling featured four excelient speakers
who discussed various forestry issux

following are hightights from their talks, inthe order
inwhichtheyweregiven

, much of whose talk addressed the
chip-mill threat, represents the Tennessee
Hardwood Coalition, made up of 70 comparies with
over 6,000 employees. _Altogether about 60,000
jobs are suppored by the Tennessee hardwood
industry (furniiure and pallet makers, sawmills),
which generally uses mature trees that are
harvested by selestive cutting with the aim of
maintaining a continuous supply.

By contrast, the paper-and-pulp segment of the
wood industry (chip mills) goes for maximum fiber
value from pulpwoodthrough clear-cutting; the ratio
of soltwood tohardwood usedby this industry was
90:10 in the mid-eighties, bul is now 50-50. Chip-
mill operators claim that theyuse only crooked, low-
ade timber. In fact, their machinery will not handie
Craoked trees, and.the mils use. ymmalure high-
grade pole timber. A typical chip i (which employs
relativelyfew people) runs only5-7 years before it
needs major investments; at that time, the owners
pick up and move outofthe region they iave clear-
cut. The non-sustainability ofthe forest resource is
illustrated by the following figures: if the
procurement area for themills were tob e withina 60
radius, the growth/harvest rafio wouldbe 3.2/4
(ie. fess than 1);i! the radius is45 miles, the rafio
would be. only 1.8/4 - a devastating resource
depletion. it becomes even viorse in terms of what
is left for the hardwood industry when it is
considered that less than 50% of the hardwood
actually growingis available. Bobalso pointed out
that the area that would be devastate dby the chip
mills_currently supports a $300 million tousist
dustry, most olit basedon the natural beauty of
the region.

talked about the Western North
Carofina Alliance she helped found 10 years ago,
and which she now serves as executive director.
WNCA was formed by citizens concerned over
pioposals to open massive oil & gas leases in the
national forests ofwestem NC (the leases did not
come to pass). and the group has remained very
much involved in national forest issues. For
example, they appealed the Land Management
Pians for the Nantahala and Pisgah NFs (which
calted for nearly 100% clear-cuting), andthe revised
drafts are an improvement, though sl not good
enough. WNCA also monitors individual timber
sales and has formed chapters corresponding to
ranger districks (*districtwatchers”). Mary stressed
the importance for organizations to build a broad
grass-roos base, rather thanto put alltheirreliance
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on stafl. She also recommended thatcitizens work
morecioselywith Forest Servicepersonnel, starling
atthe ranger level.
Tying tight into Mary'slast theme, parl of thetalkby
, Supervisor of Tennessee's
Cherokee National Forest, addressed "ways in
which we can work together.” He urged us to get
involved, to comment earty on proposed reguiations
(e.g., the proposed changes in the appeals
procedure) and on EAs (of EISs) on timber
management,specialuses, etc.
One prime example of where ciizen acton is
needed Is for the designation of Wild & Scenic
Rivers (WSR) within the Cherokee National Forest.
The Nolichucky River was recommended by the
Forest Service for WSR sfatus as long as 6 years
ago, and the Telico, Hiwassee, and Conasauga
have been found eligible. It takes Congressionat
action, nowever, 10 add a river 1o the WSR System:
and that, in tum, takes ciizen support. HERE IS
SOMETHING YOU DO (see p. 2 for
addresses of your senators and representative). We
must also work to get some land acq
appropriations for the Cherokee NF. which has
never had a line-item appropriation for such
oses (except for the Appalachian Trail). There
are ciitical inholdings that need to be purchased,
and we'llty o get you more information on this tater.
Othernational forests inthe southeast got a total of
almost $15 milliontorFY 1993.

Mr. Ramey also talked about trends in the Forest
Sewvice overall, the history of the Cherokee NFin
particular (it was designated in 1936), and about
what he tell were currently the major issues. He
rated user confticts as the Noi issue. Timber
management was No.2, and taw enforcement No.3
(urban crmes are moving intothe forest).

Buzz Williams ,the southeastem coordinatorfor
AFSEEE (Association of Forest Service Employees
for_Environmental Ethics) brought our formal

yalso urging i

Forest Service, where possible, and togetinvolved
in Forest Service issues. For example, the new
perspectives in ecosystem management that are
based on good science must be encouraged.
Rangers and forest supenvisors too, wantto protect
the resource, but this has not happened in our
region, the reason being that there are
Congressionally-mandated timber targets, and that
managers are rewarded for meeting these poltical
targets (NL190 Y5E). Here in the southeast, we
have one of the most diverse forests in the worid,
and itis therefore particularly important for us to
protect what ittle blodiversity we have lett. Groups
like TCWP need to find out what needs protection
(look at watersheds to start with ecosystem
management), must raise public awareness, and
must help the Forest Service to regain its
conservation leadership roe.

*



7.  WRAP-UPOF 1992 CONGRESSIONAL
ACTIONS: 1993 PROSPECTS

Anctent Fores:

Acfion on a forest bill stalied in June, when
House Speaker Foley pressured several member of
the House interior Committee 1o drop their support
for a relatively strong measure sponsored by
Chairman George Miier (NL 189 988). Lafer in June,
a measure simiar to Miller's was introduced in the
Senate by Leahy and Adams. These bils may
became sfarling vetiicies in 193. In the meantme,
the courts have affirmed the need for forest
protection. In the fa, the Fish & Wildife Service
Ssted the matbied munete as fweatened specles.
This
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WHAT YOU CAN DO: The Tennessee
Cungressmen Who co-sponsored the bad Hayes bill

must be persuaded ot 1o do so this year.
Ty lo.c ConincS, e, 25 wel 3 B presently
uncommilted Representafives (Lioyd, Cooper,
Ford), 1o become co-sponsors of the good Edwards
bill. That bil strengthens wetlands protecti
expedites and otherwise improves flie permit
process. affirms existing exernplionsfor agriculture,
and creates fax incentives 1o encourage the
protection of privately.owned wetiands. Wetlands
fiter and purily sur ace-water inofl, provide critical

and suppart mil

mmmmmm

Den aanmated by slearcutting.

Species Act (ESA)
Although authorization for the ESA expired in
Congress voted 1o continue funding
through FY 1993, and batles forre-authorization will
undoubtedly take piace this year. A reauthorization
bill by Gerry Studds, chair of the House Merchant
Marnes and Fisheries Committee, which would
strengthen the Act in a number of ways — especially
bylnckidingsome crtical-habitat proteclion (Nuas
99A) -~ garnered 107 co-sponsors. Studds
retuming as committee chair, and his bill may be
used as a staiting vehicle for 1993. Look out,
however, for a rival bill containing ESA “reforms,”
that wouid actually weaken the Act; ihis bill will be
reintroduced in both House and Senate in 1393,
and wewill need to educate legislators about this
deceplive measure.

Wetlands protection
Two bills under consideration last ysav
ave greatly
404 of the Clean Water Act (wlich vequla(es he
dredging and filing of wetlands) and thus
acceleratedwetiands loss even beyoﬂdlile current
290,000 ecres/year. Unlortunatety, six Tennesse
Congressmen were amang the sponsors: Quillen,
“Ouncan, Gordon, *Clement, Sundauist, and
Tanner (the starred ones are members of the Public
Works Commitiee, which has jurisdiction over the
Ciean Water Act). A strosig Wetlands Reform Act
(Edwards) was introduced and attracted 82
sponsors bythe endot the year --notoneo! them
from Tennessee. We must cedtainly tiy 1o do
something about this(see below).

In 1991, the Bush Administration proposed
revisions in the wetlands delineation manual that
would have narrowed the definition of wetlands so
as 1o leave half the nation's wetlands without
protection. In 1992, pubtic pressure forced the
administration o reconsider the revisions, and
Congress authorized funding for a National
Academy of Sciences study on how 1o identity and
define wettands.

for the coastat plainof the
Asctic National Wildite Re!ug; (ANWR).

The CalitomiaDesert Bill (NL187 §7A).

raise grazing fees on public lands.
(Note that tie current fee of $2/cow/month
represents scarcely ¥/3 the government's costo!
managing the land, and is only about V5 the
avarage grazing rate charged on private range
tands)

The Montana Wildemess Bill. which was bad (NL187
§78), and the Colorado and Alaska Wildemess Bifs.
Reform ofttie 1872 Mining Law (NL18819D).

The National Park Concessions Bill (NL185 §9A).
Elevation of EPA to Cabinet status (this may very
well happen under Pres. Clinton).

SomeBills that passed
TheEnergy Bill(NL188 110A; §4A and4B, thisNL).
Reform of water use in Caliofornia, reserving 1.5
million acre-teet of Centrai Valley Project water for
environmental purposes.

A number of river-related bills, for which see J8A,
this NL.

Addition of land lo the indiana Dunes National
Lakestior

Moderate increases in funding for international
famitypsanning.

8. OTHER NATIONAL NEWS

ection in 1992

The following is exerpted from a year-end
summary by American Rivers (AR, formerly the
American Rivers Conservation Council), a nationa
organization devoted to fiver protection.

Additions to the Wild & Scenic Rivers (WSR)
System included 28 cver segments, fotalling over
1,000 miles; 4 of these segments were in
Michigan, 8in Arkansas, the remainderin Caifomia,
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. Studies were
authorized for another 19 river segments totaling
850miles. Study status protects fiversand adjacent



lands for a minimum 016 years;afiera riverls found
engnble. ittakes an Act of Congress 10 add it to the

A Iarne number of rivers on public lands were
lound to be elgible for WSR designation, including
114 In the Tongass National Fores! in Aiaska and
>120 within management units of the National Park
Service. An additionat >50 rivers on federal lands in
theweslweregiven interim protectionas patofthe
Forest Service and BLM planningprocess.

Congress adopted a flow regime for Gfen
Canyon Dam ihai will permanently slop destiuclive
waterreleases thatwere eroding the beaches and
associated ecosystems of 1he Colorado within the
Grand Canyon

The National Park Service's Technicat
Assistance Program for Rivers and Trails was
increased by20%10 over$ 7 milion. This growth in
the program should allow NPS 1o place dozens of
technical advisors inthe fleldio assist with stale and
local grassroots prolection eflorls.

Administration attempted to exempt Alaska
fiom wetlands protection
Accommodating the oil industty and ofher
businesses, the Bush Administration in October
(just before he election) proposed a regulation that
would exeinpt 1.7 million acresof Alaska'swellands
irom ul protecton of Sec. 404of he CleanW aler
The proposed regulation would do away with
oy requirement that developers must avoid filling
wellands where allernatives exisi, and mus
compensate for wetland losses by restoring or
crealingolhevwellanus
e 1.7 million acresproposed 1o be exempted
inciudeali 145,000 a0t highly vatuable coastal
arshes, | Alaskas renowned fisheries (which

D.
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protection agency employees 10 join logether in
one, powerlul, united voice for change. The new
organization’ is AFSEEE
(Associalion of Forest Service Employees for

wironmental Ethics, see NL190 Y5E: 96. this NU).
While AFSEEE is tocused on the Forest Sewvice,

olher_agencies have other lypes of issues: bul
PEER, like AFSEEE. will concentrale on
encouraging employees 1o speak oul for
environmenial e1hics and 1o pressure agendes 0
uphotd faws and the opublic trust. PEER wil
suppoIl individual employeeswho speakout within
their agencies and in the govemment al large. The
PEER addressis POBox 428, Eugene, OR 97440,

'World Sclentists’ Warning so Humanity"
A 4-page document signed by 1,575 prominent
scientisls worldwide, including 99 Nobel prize
winners, warns thal no more than one or a few
decades remain before the chance 1o avert the
threals we now contront will be fost and the
prospectsfor humanity Immeasurably diminished.”
mong the grealest dangers clted were ozone
depletion, wasteof water, poisoning ofthe ocean,
damageto farmland,deforestation, loss ofplantand
animal species, and human population growth.

current humanpracices.

Thedocumen catled foraction In five areas: (a)
Contralling activities that damage the envionment,
such asuseot coal or oil, delorestation, and poor
farm practices. (b) More eficlent use o energy,
water, and other materials. (c) Stabilzing the human
population.  (d) Reducing, and eventually
efiminating, poverly. (e) Equality for women,
including assuring the 7ight 1o ortion.  (e)
Reducing viofence and war. The appeal was
coordinated by the Urion of Concemed Scientists.

supporl 70,000 jobs, as well a:
110,000 Natives) thrive because wetlands ﬁl!er
surface runoff and provide critical feeding and
rearinghabitatorfish. The wellands also playa vitai
roleln sustalting huge migralory bird populations.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: About 70% of the
nation's remaining wetiands are in Alaska. We must
doa betterjobof profecting wetlands there thanwe
have done in the Lower 48. The comment period
on the proposed regulation ended December 21;
however, a 90-day exlension was requested in
numerous festimonies, and it may ein effect;
caliMelinda Pierce ofthe AlaskaCoalition (202-547-
1141 forinto}igommerts aresil beingsecspled.
send them to Mr. Gregory Peck (yes!), C
Wellands Alaska Docket (A-104F), U.S.EPA, o
Street SW, Washington, DC 20460
Public Employees for Environmental
Responsibility - PEER

PEER s a new organization that wil alow all
government land managers and environmental

A

8. TCWP NEWS
Upcoming TCWP events: we hope you'll
participate

1._Whites Creek Trail work trip, January 23,

The Whites Creek Small Wild Area, which was sel
aside by TVA alinost 10 years ago althe urgingo!
TCWP. consisis of loresi-covered rges and deep
covesaiong tha shores of Walls Bar Lake. TCWI
assistsin maintainingthe attractive, varied irail at
winds thioughtthe area. Whetherornot you plan to
help us with needed trail maintenance, come and
join us forthe lovely 3-10 4-mlle hike (and biing
famity and friends). A short but Important segment
of the Irail leaves TVA lands 1o climb through a
Bowaters pine plantation 10 a viewpoint. This
segment has grown up inlo a jungle of blackberry
brambles, andwewill probably have % reroue It -- a
newchallenge.



ifyouwisfi1o carpool , meet at9 am EST at Big
Turlle Park {on the Oak Ridge Tumpike, just west of
Trafficlight #15). Togo 1o the traihead on your

n, take US 27 south from Rockwood, chiecking
your odormieterwhere U.S 70 partsfrom US 27 {stay
on US 27). About 4.2 riles beyond, you witlcross a
newly constructed double bridge over Whites
Creek. Almost exactly 2 mifes beyondthe bridge,
tum left at Roddy, and proceed 1 mile o a paiking
areaat the shores ofthe lake. We will assemble
there at 10 a.m. EST. Bring a tunch, canteen, and
raingear. |f youwishio assist in trail maintenance,
bring a plasticgarbage bagard vegetationclippers.
For moreinformaton, call Judith Bartiow, Nortis 494-
9421, o Knoxville 632-1592.

. Sadar Baen werk 1" 0 be scheduled (check
papevxor date).
We wil participate in

March for Parks, April 17:
s nationwide event, which raises money for
various park projects {iwo years ago, our March
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Results of TCWPelections

During the Annual Meeting, the slate of
nominees was elecled by acclamation. In case you
fost NL190, these arethe peopte whowill represent

youin 1983

President: Jenny Freeman

Vice Pres:  DavidAdter
Secretary:  Maureen Cunningham

Treasurer:  Charles Klabunde
Directors (*designates newcomers 1o the Board):

Charles Coutant

JimGroton
ErcHirst Nominating Comminee:
Fred Holtzclaw Dick Ambrose
NeilMcBride BobLuxinoore {chair)
Lee Russell Lynn Wiight

TCWP fund

raising
1. Wearedeeply gratefulto the many ofyou (about
50 checks, 1o date) who responded to our dect-

raised money for water-qualit
equipment in the Big SouthFork NRRA). Details of
the Apri 17 event will be announced in the next
Newsletler.

s i Ploketl Sisia B
5:2: Mark your calendar now- we're bound tohave
afine meeting.

Annual Meeting report

The 1992 TCWP Annual Meeting was held
October 23-25 at Monteagle. in the Southern
Cumberlands. We were blessed with magnificent
weatherthat allowed us10 enjoy thepealof the fall
colors. The Saturday morning program on a variety
of forestry issues, addressed by four outstanding
speakers, is summarized in §60f this NL so that
those ofyouwho could notatlend (100 many)) canat
least get the flavor. During the program, Judy
Roitman ably entertained the Kids in an adjacent
room. There was a choice of two hikes Salurday
aflernoon_(Raven Point or Foster Falls to Litlle
Gizzard Creek - what fabulous gorge views for
both), aswell asa choice oftwo activilieson Sunday
(a hike down the Big FieryGizzard goige or a field
{rip to the proposed dam site-- see §3C, this NL)
Friday and Saturday rights, there was a slide show
(10° from the Norih Pole); Saturday night before
dinner we had a pleasant social hour; and after
dinner we gathered around a huge bonfire on the
grounds and_ sang accompanied by Wet

our people stayedindoors, glued tothe TV se 1o
watch the tinal game of the World Series). The
Dubose Center food was excellent, and the
accommodations very good. A great deal of the
credt fororganizing thissuper meeting goes toour
executive director, Joan Burns.

%

mail y itcameso late
(see 99E). The appeal wil probably raise over
$2500 in specil contributions(additionalto dues).

2. TCWP has been looking into the possibifty of
Ioiingsome work plce givng acivy, butwe need
feedback from members bslore we can make

decision, W cearly do hot Gually 1o Unied Way.
which is the mode of giving a severat o the big wolk

yoty
that allow donations to be made through Community
Shares, or through Eaith Shares? We wouid be
mostgratefulif you could let us know, because it is
the easiest way we have of of finding out which
employers dowhal. CatlJoanBumsat 481-02860r
482-5735, or drop us a posicard at the address
shown atthe botiom ofp. 1

3. Sam's Wholesale Ciub has made a donation of
$350 10 TCWP,as part oftheir programto contibute
1o conservationgroups intheir seivicearea. Weare
most gratetull

or delays
This Newsletter is late (and our year-end appeal
was late) because your editor had an operationin
er.. It was a Totatip repiacemert from which
she appears 1o be recovering (atter a setback),
though more slowly than expected. She hopes 10
hike with some of youin a few monthst
Miscellany
#f you have not already paid dues, a billing is
enclosed with this Newsletler. Please pay without
lay -t saves us money and time.
We should like your suggestions on meetings
andor outings you would like 1o See us spansor. 1f
you have not partcipated in our annual meetings
lately, let us know whether there is something we
could do 1o make them more to your fiing. Call Joan



Burns al 481-0286 or 482-5735, or drop us a
postcard atthe addressshown atthe botiom ofp.1
When you respond tooneo our “actioncalls"and
viie aleter L0 a legislator, elc..we woud love o
copy. Iisvery hard forusio gauge whatkind
ofefleciouractionealls might be having. Do a iot of
people write? Does nobody?
On the matter of the TVA land on Melton Hill Lake
lhal includes the Worthington cemetery (NL190
8A): the City ot Oak Ridge has recently zoned it
greenbeu. TCWPhas oflered toctean up the area,
10 make it info an urban wildife sanctuary, and 1o
develop an ervironmental-education-shudy
witin § that would be avatable to Studerts of Oak
Fidge and Anderson County schools. TVA is
currently considering the request
On October 29, TOWP was one of 6 groups that
pariicipated in a panel discussion ending a U.T.
course on environmenta-protection issues. Sam
Brown of WKXT-TVwas the moderator

Wethank our volunseers

We are graleful to the following people who
helped assemble Newsletier 190 on Oclober 19:
Dick Ambrose, Jean Bangham, Chuck and Lola
Estes, Harry and Syivia Hubbell, Charlie Klabunde,
Ed Sonder. Likewise, our gralilude tothe following
who assembled the fund-raising mailing in
December: Dick Ambrose, Don and Vera Davis,
Henri and Betie Levy.

10. ACTIVITIES; READING MATTER
January 23, 10 am, TCWP hike and work rip in
Whites Creek Smalt Wild Area. (See {9A, this NL)
April 17, March for Parks event organized by TOWP.
(See 49A, thisNL.)

April 23, 24, East Tennessee Environmental
Conference. orgarized by the Knoxvile Junior
League. Detais la

May 14-16, Spring ‘Naturaist Weekend, focusing on
the natural history ofthe Smokies(a combinationof
hikes and lectures). G1. Smoky Min. Inst. at
Tremont, Rt.1, Box 700, Townsend, TN 37882;
615-448°6712,

Nov. 57, TCWP Annual Meeting, Pickett State Park.
TheClean Water Network, which includes hundreds
of orgarnizations nationwide, has issuedthe National
Agenda for Clean Water, a detailed outline of how
the Clean Waler Act shouldbe strengthened. Fora
copy, contact Robyn Roberts, Clean Water Network
(1350 New York Ave NW, Suite 300, Washington,
DC 20005, phone 202-624-9357).

The Corps of Engineers has issued an
Environmental Assessment of the control of zebra
mussels and reiated species i laciliies operated by
the Corps or by TVA Corps has issued a
FONSI (finding ol no significant impact) and thus
does ot plan an EIS. Comments on the EA are due
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by January 22. (Contact Mr., Richard Tippit of the
Corps'Nashviile District, 615-736.2020)
AARP (the American Association of Retired
Persons) runs a Volunteer Talent Bank, which refers
volunleers 1o environmental groups and agencies.
A computer database malches potential volunteers
with appropriate volunteer positions. (Contact
AARP Volunteer Talen! Bank, Dept. MM, 601 E
Street NW, Washington, DC 20049.)
Americans for the Environment (AFE) frains
grassroots environmental volunteers in how o
pariicipale in, or manage poliical campaigns. (AFE,
1400 - 16th Street NW, Box 24, Washinglon, DC
20036-2266; Phone, 202-797-6665)
EarthAction is an intemational par nership ofcitizen
groups, designed to mebitize global public pressure
for a more just, peaceful, and suslainable world.
Each month, paricipating orgarizations receive an
EarthAction Alerl focusing on one corcrete issue
(e.g., protecting our ozone shield) and suggestin
key decision-makers 1o contact. —{In Norih Americ:
EarthAction's address is 30 Cottage Sireel,
Amherst,MA 01002.)
The Audubon How to Make a Diffetence Video #2:
Wetlands, is available for $9.95 from Ar.llvns| Video
National Audubon Soc. {700 Broadway, Ney

Y You canatsoorder (for$5) a We(lands
Tool Kit, conlammg fact sheets, a brochure, and
skill-buildingtactsheets. (Shipping is $3 additional,
whether youorder thevideoaloneor both items.)
Process to delineate boundaries and implement
management strategies for the Tennessee Scenic
Rivers Program is the report of two meelings
conducted in November 1390. For info, call Bob
Allen, Tennessee Scenic Rivers Administralor, 615-
632-0034.
1993 Directory lists
depanments and agencies of the US government,
Stale agencies, cilizens groups, national parks,
-wildiite refuges and fosesis. and numerous other
items, aif helpfully indexed. $18 (plus $4.85
shipping) from National Wildiife Federation (1400 -
16th Street NW, Washinglon, DG 20036-2266:
phone, 1-800-432-6564).
Automotive fugleéconomy: how far should we go?*is
the repor: of a commitiee convened bythe Nationa!
Research Council and published by the National
Academy Press (2101 Consfilution Ave. NI
Washinglo, DC 20418),
Ten Ways to create jobs, save the economy, and
protect the environment is an effective one-page
{act sheet available (free} from Friendsofthe Earh
(218 D Streel SE, Washington, DC 20003, phone
202-544-2600).
Three newfacisheels relatingpopulation growihto
forests, wetlands, and wildiife are available (free)
from Nationa! Audubon Soc. (666 Pennsylvania
Ave, SE, Washington, DC 20003, phone 202-547-
9008). fcontinuedon page2]




