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10, ACTION SUMMARY

™No| Tosue. Contact "Message!" or Action
1A | Obed & BSF Appropriations | Sens. Sasser. Gore scpuisition and operating fundst"

Rep. Coopes e for Hovbe appropratio
2B | Smokes bears Haywood Cy.. NC "Do not place dump next to Smokdes!"
3A | Cumberland Trag Comm Luna “Restore Cumberland Trall Manager job!"
3C | Park acquisition funds Your state legislators | Thank them {f they voted "aye'!
4A | Columbia Dam Chmn. Runyon *TVA should not spend another dime on dam!"
4B | Chip mills TCWP Offerto review TVA's EIS when avatiable.
5A | Ancient Forest protection | USRep. “Co-sponsor Jontz's HR.842!"
5D | Forest roads US Senators “Support Fowler amendment to cut road budgett”
6A | Energy bils US Senators “Filibuster $.341! Support 5.741!"
6C | Artic Refuge Us senators “Co-sponsor $.39 and S.344!"

USRep. “Co-sponsor HJR2391"

Alaska Coalition Call them for up-to-date info
7C | Btological diversity USRep. “Co-sponsor HR.2082 and/or HR 585"
7D | Highway bill US Senators "Support Moynthan's S.965!"

Rep. Mineta “Incorporate STPP's billboard reform!"

US Sens. and Rep. J “Oppose S.400/HR 1155!"
7F | 2ton National Park Sec. Lujan & Rep. Vento| "Prevent Warld Odyssey siting at park entrance!”

Utah Wilderness USRep. “Co-sponsor Owen's wildemess billt"

8A | TCWP action network TCWP Fill out and return the form.
8B | TCWP canoe trip TCWP Jotnus

Senator John Doe
United States Senate
‘Washington. DC 20510

Dear Senator Doe
Stncerely yours,

Tocalla

The Hon. John Doe

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington. DC 20515

Dear Congressman/woman Doe

Stncerely yours.

or Senator. dtal Cc

Governor Ned McWherter
State Capitol
Nashville, TN 37219

Dear Gov. McWherter
Respectfully yours.

(202] 224-3121

To find out about the status of federal bills. call (202) 225-1772

Continued from Page 14
* Reducing, Recycling, and Rethinking Garbage, an 8-page pamphiet, is the second in NRDC's series of
EarlhAction Guides which are mailed free to 20,000 science teachers across the country. Copies available
from NRDC. 40 W 20th St., New York, NY 10011.
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1. BIG SOUTH FORK AND OBED PROTECTYON
ISSUES

Status of Obed and BSF acquisition and
aperading

Prospecis arethalwe may be lucky {o get about
one-third of the FY1992 land-acquisition appropri
tion Nliat we had recommended, and which Sens.
Sasser and Gore and Rep. Cooper had asked the
respective commiliee chairmen 1o appropriate
These amounts were $610,000 for the Obed Wild &
Scenic River (OWSR). and s miion for the Big

Fork National River & Recreation Area
(BSFNRRA)(NLIBZ‘HB

The biil that emergedtrom the House commillee
contained $2 million tor BSFNRRA land acquisition
nd $0 5 miliontor the Kentucky-lodge intrasiructure
(the latter amount supported by Congressman
Rodgers). We and others have written lo Sen.
Sasser, urging that the Senate appropriate a larger
sum tor land acquisition, but conversalions with statt
indicatethatthisis unlikely 10 occur, sincethe Senate
appropriation is traditionally lower than the House
one, and since the Adminisiration request is for §2
million. There is some hope, however, that the
Senate commillee may increase operating tundstor
BSFNRRA/OWSR from the $311,000 requested by
the Administration lo the $500,000 supporied by
Sen. Sasser.

lithe FY1992 acquisition funds turn outto be $2
million, NPS would have allogether $3 million
available tor the BSFNRRA, since the $1 million
appropriated last year has not been spenf -- and
cannot be_spent until the Land Profection Plan is
approved. The LPP has been drafted for quile some
time nowbutis apparently held upin the bureaucratic
maze. Inthe meantime, not justone but three of the
owners of large tracls in the pristine Norlh Whiteoak
CreekiLaurel Fork area have threatened 10 timber
their lands. It is hoped that The Nature Conservancy
an be o some help in pre-acquiring some of these
tracts.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge Sens. Sasser and
Gore 1o persevere in their etlorts 10 obfain land
acquisition funds for the purchase of threatened
tracts in Ihe BSFNRRA and OWSR. Thank Rep.
Cooper lor having secured a House appropriation.
Urge att three legisiators 1o support adequate
operating funds tor these NPS units. Addresses are
2.

Otter Croek Dam Swprises

At our request, and that of other concerned
citizens, the Division of Water Poiiution Control
organized a site visit (May 29) and a hearing (June 4)
on the proposed dam for Otter Creek, a southern
Iributary of the Obed National Wild & Scenic River.
Our main concern about this dam had been ts huge
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size (80 #1 high, 25 fl wideatthetop, and385 ft wide
at the botlom) and the likely poliution from sediment
and from possible foxic slrata Ihat might be
encountered in the course of the massive
excavationsneeded (see NL182 §1A).

From the permitapplication anrouncement we

by a private individual who wished o develop a
recrealion lake lor himsetl. What was being
concealed (andwe foundout only 4 days beforethe
hearing) was thatthe Crab Orchard Utiity District had
applied 10 Ihe Farmers Home Administration (FmiHA, a
branch of the U.S. Depl. of Agriculiure) for a “loan &
grant” ot $7,700,000 for construction of this
feservoir. The project thus becomes a major tederal
tion and as such is subject 10 review under NEPA
(ihe National Environmental Policy Act). We con-
tacted the SE Regional Oftice of the Park Service,
and they wrole o FmHA 10 say that an in-depth
environmental assessment, and possibly an environ-
mental impact statement, should X
did not on iis own take this iniliative, and at the
hearingagreed only refuctantly fo do an EA.

In the light of the new information, another
concern is now added (o our previous ones: maior
changes in the existing pattern of water flow. About
75% of the water normally flowing through Otter
Creek would be laken away by the Crab Orchard
Utilty District, and, added 10 this, is the water lost by
evaporation from the surface of the 120-acre
reservorr.

Inour testimony atthe June 4 hearing, weurged
the State Water Pollution Control Division lo deler
consideration of the permil until after the NEPA
process has run ts course. Wehad waged a lerigthy
bul unsuccesstul battle 1o iry and get the Corps of
Engineers 10 go through its “404™-permit process for
this_project, instead of automatically granting a
“Nationwide* permit. Senators Sasser and Gore both
contacted the Corips torus, and both were intormed
thal the size of ihe watershed was below the fimit that
riggers an individual 404 permi.

An incinerutor on Clear Creek?

A proposal has surfaced in Fentress County for
an incinerator that would bum not only local waste
(about 25 fons per day) but lies hauled in from a
muti-state region (aboul 75 tons per day). This
incinerator would generate steam-powered electricity
and theretore woukd needto locate on a river. Oneot
o siles proposed is on Clear Creek, a majof tributary
of the Obed:; the location would be only about a mile
upstream from lhe Wild & Scenic River boundary, al a
pointwhere a natural spring, originating in a cavem,
runsinto the Clear Creek.

The power generated by the incinerator would
be used 1o heat and light a 15-acre hy droponic



greenhouse. RBS Co. from Michigan, which Is
fioating the proposal, is somewhat of a mystery outtit
since its total listed assets are apparently way below
what us needed for the projected enterprise ~ well
over $30 million. One interesting factor: the stale
legislature recently exempled solid-waste In-
Gineralors trom toxic-waste laws.

TCWP will atlempt to stay informed on this issue,
and will try to fnd O\A ‘whether TVA would be involved

a purchaser of the power. A meeting of
apponents is scheauled for July 23, 7 pm Gentral
Time at the Fentress County courthouse. Call 863-
3864 0r 863-5362 lor information.

Ott and gas development in the BSFNRRA

The Act that authorized the BSFNRRA
established two management zones: the stringently
protected Gorge Area and the Adjacent Area (mainly
plateau lands) where certain developments are
permitted Among these developments are oil & gas
exploration and exlraction. When Adjacent Area
landis were scquiced bythe Corpa of Enginesrs. land
owners on approximately 22,000 acres elected 1o
retain their mineral rights. There are presently about
280 oil and/or gas wells within the BSFNRRA
boundaries. The common method of exploration is
“wildcatting.” l.e., driling where production is
uncertain, and this increases the number ot wells.
Aquatic, recreational, cultural, and wildile resources,
as well as rare, threatened. or endangered species,
may all be Impacted |o some degree by petroleum
exploration and development. NPS needs more
personnel resources to be able to enforce
compliance with the various federal and state
environmental profection lawsthat mvgh!  miigate the
impacts of ol & gas activities. This is one reason more
operating funds are needed lor the BSFNRRA (see
1A, this NL)

Big South Fork Reglonal

5%
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s infor another 6 years), but we also didnt expect the
kind of bill that woukd make a future wildemess bili
even harder to pass. Tetty Sanlord, North Carolina's
other senator (who has begn more or less an ally in
the past), recently introduced a bil to compensate
Swain Coumy for the 1943 Agreement.” Such
compensation has always been an inlegral feature of
past wilderess bils. nelping 1o generale. Swain
County allies for the proposals. A “money-only” bl is
not aooeptable tothoseofus who hope evantuallyto
bring permanent protection o the Smokies through
wildemess legisiation.

landflll spalls death s bewrs
Haywood County, NC, proposes to locate the
23-acre White Oak dump between the Gt. Smoky
Mtns Nationat Park (just iwo miles trom its boundary)
and the close-by Pisgah National Forest. The area is
heavily utilized by black bears hat move back and
fo n the park and Pisgah, which is a bear
sanctuary. The garbage ot e dump, and of the
tnicks heading for f,is bound 1o exerta falal attraction
tor bears and to draw them out of their sanctualy
areason each side. Probable outcomes: bears shot
on private property; bears returning to the park and
forest inclined 1o seek out (rather thanshun) heavily
visited areas (thus leading to more bear-human
conflicts); bears crossing 1-40, potentially leading to
accidents fatal to humans and bears. The experience
ot Yellowstone has clearlyshown the foly of having
dumps accesshle fo bears. The state of NC last tall
gave Haywood Cy permission to draw construction
plans or the dump; as soon as the state tinds these
plans technically acceptabl, th state could ssue a
construction permit

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Ed Russell, Chair,
Haywood County Board of Commissioners, 420
North Main Street, Waynesville, NC 28786 to
express your concem.

This association of individuals and businesses in
the area surrounding the BSFNRRA lists as its first
objective the support of the legislalive mandates and
PuOSes tor which the BSFNRRA was established.
The association also aims to facilitate and conduct
environmental-education and research programs,
promote interpretive activities of various types,
support regional planning, and support environ-

o ;

economic development. The address ot the BSF
Regional Association is POBox 839, Oneida, TN
37841

2. SMOKIES: A BAD BILL; AND A BEAR TRAP

. Abill that might jeopardize future wildemass
We didn't really expect a Smokies wikdemess bill
to come up in the near future (now that Jessie Helms

3. STATE NEWS
Cumberland Trail is a victim of State’s budget
cuts

Since the General Assembly had failed to come
1o grips with Tennessee's fiscal crisis, many critical
services were eliminaled at the beginning of the
State’s fiscal year, July 1. Inthe conservationarea, a
cut that really hurts is the elimination ol all positions.
dealing with the Tennessee Traits System. That
means the State Trails Administrator (Bob Richards)
and the Cunierland Trall Manager {Bobby Harbin)

The Tennessee Tralls System Act of 1971
authorized seven Scenic Trails, but only one, the
Cumberiand Trail (CT), ever came to fruition, and that
only because of sirong volunteer involvement
{especially by the Tenn. Trails Association); the State
has nevershown any interest in Implementing either



ts Trails or Rivers statutes. The route of the CT
follows the eastern escarpment of the Cumberland
Plateau, extending 200 milles from Cumberland Gap
in the north to the Tennessee River Gorge in the
south, passing through several designaled state
paiks, forests, and natural areas. Harbin had done
wonders for this strip park, making it into a

resource for the State, and forming friendships with
localfolks and landowners all afong the Trail. Cutting
the funds that supporied him and this very low-
cosuhigh-return park s a very shorl-sighted decision

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Wiite fo Commissioner
JW. Luna (0ept, of Environment & Conservation,
701 Broadway, Nashvitle, TN 37219) and urge himto
restore Bobby Harbin's position. The Cumberiand
Trail is Tennessee's only operating State Scenic Trail,
and is a major resource for outdoor recreation and
conservation education.

Forestry's move to Agriculture is already
having adverse results

Despite maijor eftorts o prevent it (NL181{t,
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development, gr lacility development; (d) condem-
nation maynot be usedto acquireland.

The bills passed by maioritles of 247 in the
Senate, and 50:39 in the House. Among senators in
tavor were Cohen, Crutchfield, Darnel, Dunavant,
Gilbert, Greer, Harper Henry, Koella, McNally,
OBrien, and Patten. Among representatives voting
“Aye® were Armstrong, Bmle, Bivens, Chiles, Co«ey,
Cross, Davis (Knox), Halteman, Hillis, Kerneit,
McAfee, Odom, Peroutas-Draper. Severance, and
Winningham. We hope you will thank your legisiators
it they voted “aye” (If they ara not on these
abhr:wale)d lists, ask us and we'l let you know how
th
{information supplied by John Wiliams)

Collins River threatened by gravel mine

The beautiful Collins River was a_prime
component of the Tennessee Scenic Rivers System
until certain local opponents of State river protection
succeeded, not foo many years ago, In having the
river deleted from the Act. Now the Colins is fair
game for damaging developments such as a
tromthe

NL182 4A), the transferof the Forestry
the Dept. of Environment and Conservation (DoEC)
10 the Dept. ot Agriculture (DoA) took place on July 1.
One of our concerns about the move was that
Forestry would be separated from the DOEC's
Ecological Setvice's Division, and would fail 1o be
y ecological
appears 1o have happened already, even belure lhe
aclual move occurred. The Tenn. Wildife Resources
Agency has received preliminary approval to use upa
large portion of the 1,200-acre Chickasaw State
Forest (75 miles east of Memphis) for the
construction ot a 200-acre fishing lake. The
proposed lake site contains some of the State's best
stands ot sweetbay magnolia trees, a species fisted
as threatened in Tennessee.

Park-and acquisition fund now in place

We had eariier reporled the good newsof the
passage ot the *Stale and Local Parks and
Recreation Partnership Act (NL182 §2A), which
provides an assured, permanent (even though not
very large) source o funding for the purchase of
landstor parks, natural areas, greenways, etc. The
money isderived foma 4c per $100 increase inthe
recordation taxon the transfer of real properly not all
of which goesintothepark fund: 0.75¢ (along withan
equal amount taken out of the existing Wetlands
fund) goes info the newly created Agricultural
NonpointWater PollutionControi Fund.

Provisions resulting from last-minute amend-
ments include the following: (a) the State- and local-
government portions of the iand acquisiion Fund are
1.5¢ and 1.75¢, respectively; (b) at feast 60% ofthe
local-government portion must go 1o municipalities;
(c) the funds may be used for tand acquisition, trail

fiver for sale. and, supposedly, for flood control.
Aside from the environmental and aesthetic damage
the sand-and-gravel mining would produce, it is of
only doubtiuletfectiveness for flood control.
commient period on the proposed project has closed,
and the applicant is expecled to respond 1o the
problems identified by respordents. Subsequently,
the Corps of Engineers will decide whether to deny
or grant the permi, or whether 1o hold a hearing
TGWP has asked tobe notfiedof any actons b be
taken.

Tennessee Environmensal Protection Fund

The recently passed SB631/HB1089 authorizes
the imnposifion of fees (e.q., permit fees) under all
environmental regulatory programs. These will be
paid into the Tennessee Environmental Protection
Fund, along with any penalties and damages
coliected under environmental regulatory laws. Upon
being appropriated by the legisiature, monies trom
the Fund will be used for permitting, monitoring,
entorcement and other functins of the DOEC and

existing

Spproptctons. The Tenn EmviiPratecion Fund
therefore provides new money for an expansion of
the staff of the environmental regulalory program
(curcentiy, there is a tremendous shortage of
personnel) and for Improvements in the sataries ot
existing staff.

The coalition that worked for this bill included
such diverse groups as the Environmental Action
Fund (ably represenled by John Williams), the
Business Aound Table, the Tenn. Municipal League.
etc. Sponsors of the bill were Senators Greer and
O'Brien, and Representatives Purcell, Kernell,



Herron, Hillis, and Davidson, all of whom deserve our
thanks.
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37902); tell him Cofumbia Dam is a loser and TVA
should not spend anofher dime on it.

Impact on chipmilis

More pollution than ever "nade in

According to a recent EPA repoit on toxic
emissions into air, water, and land, Tennessee has
moved from being the sixth worst 1o being the fourth
worst state in the nation. While overall emissions
have decreased nationwide, they have increased for
Tennessee.  Hopefully, the newly created
Tennessee Environmental Protection Fund (3G,
above) will improve our standing!

4. TVANEWS

Columbia Dam again in the naws

Columbia Dam on the Duck River is again being
promoted its backer, the Upper Duck River
Development Agency (UDRDA), despite that fact that
all studies have consistently shown it to be a loser:
the benelit/cost ratio has repeatedly come out well
below 1.0 (most recently, in 1985 it was calculated to
be 0.4) About $82 million were spent on the dam
and associated land purchases between 1976 and
1983, approximately $150 million more would be
needed to complete the project. Work was hatied
when It was found that endangered mussel species
woukd be wiped out. TVA has been unsuccessful in
its attempts to transplant breeding populations of
these mussels 1o other rivers.

UDRDA has pressured the TVA Board (worki
especially, through Director Waters) inio authot
yet additional studies of three options for compk
the project that would not harm the mussels.

At
UDRDA's instigation, the four counties in the project
area have for some time been collecting water-bill
surcharges 10 support the cost of Completing the
dam. About $5 million have been collecled but are
rapidly being used up to pay for lobbyists, PR, etc.

Congressman Ban Gordon, who represents two of
the counties, supports completion of the project
Congressman Jim Cooper, on the other hand,
believes thedamhas no chance of being completed
and that the counties couid bestuse the $5 niilion for
improving their education systems.

Cofumbia Dam is not designed to generate
power o to permit navigation. lis benefits are
supposed to be water supply, flood control, and

How will TVA handle the "wood chipper* Issue?
This will be a real testof the agency'sstated resoive
fo be 3 national environmenal leader .. more
meaningfuf than any words that may be writien Inio
TVA's Ten-year Plan for Environmentaf Leadership
(draft expected late this summer).

led by concerned groups and individuals,
and especially by EPA, TVA is finally producing an
EIS onthe silingof bargeterminalsrequestedby four
private chipmills, Since the demand for chipmills is
expected to grow, the EIS will also include a
proposed TVA policy for reviewing additional
requests in the future. 1VAput this EIS on fast track:
the draft was originally planned to be completedby
early July. and the final EIS by October. TVA staft
who were assigned portions of the EIS were
apparently unable to do a proper study in the woefully
inadequate time; rumor has it that the intemal draft
ended up being so bad that it had to go back for re-
writing, andwill not be readyfor public release unfit
September. Even that exlension seems o us fo
allow inadequate time for a proper study of thefar-
reaching consequencesof moving chip miflsinto the
Tennessee Valley.

Each chipmill will require about 15,000 ac"2s to
be clear-cut per year; even the frst four mills would, in
20 years, cause the clear-cutting of an area twicethe
size of the Gt. Smoky Mtns National Park. The
Rarvest (fo e fout mils alone)is expectedto involve
a 42-county area, including much scenic land (e.g.
he beautita Sequalchie Vafley).~ Massive cleat
cutling causes numerous disastrous effects, such as
soil erosionand resuhant stream sitation, loss ofsoll
fertilty, fiooding due to elimination of the water-
retention capacty ot forest tioors, destruction of
ecosystems andblodiversty, lossof wildilte habitat,
diminution of fish habilat (direto sillation), increases
in air poliution (due to bark burning), augmentation of
the greenhouse effect (dueto bark buming and the
destruction of CO2-consuming trees), and decreases
in the opportunities for outdoor recreation.

Most of the waod that would be processed by
the chipmilis wouldbe exported (oneof thetirstiour
mils isin S, Koreanownershp), usingbarge ransport
nnessee Riverand

recreation. Thefirstof these Is
by UDRDA as a prerequisite for atiracting industry.
However, the Saturn aulo plant at Smyma, the area’s
biggest industry, located there after the dam was
already stalled, and a spokesman said: "When we

down here, we determined the water system
was adequate for ourneeds.”

WHAT YQU CAN DO: Wrile to Chairman Marvin
Runyon, TVA {Summitt Hill Drive, Knoxville, TN

*

the TennesseeYembabee Canal (the usefulness of

Corps, would like to
demons(rale) The finished product (probably
paiticle board) would be sold back to the

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Offer to help review and
commenton the Draft EIS when it becornes available
(letus know if you can do so). To request copies, call
Dale Wilhelm, TVA, 632-6633.



no threatens (for now)

As if the chipmillswerent badenough,the Mead
Corp. proposed 1o build a major paper piant just
below Watts Bar Dam. Mead owns 2,500 acres at
Smith Bend, near Dayton, and had asked TVA for
easements over adjoining TVA lands for water intake
and effluent, barge terminal, etc. The plant would
produce bleachad pulp and paper at the rate of 1,000
tons per day, consuming 1,400,000 tons of green
pulpwood per year. To feed this demand. 30.000
acres peryearwouldbe clear-cut in an 85-miferadius
tromthe plant, involving 59 counties. (This acreage
would be additional to the chipmi nd, but
involve many ofthe same counties.) Localcitizensin
the area ot the proposed plant were aiso greatly
concerned about dioxin releases (from chiorine-
bleaching of pulp), about odor, Ct-gas releases, and
violations of NPDES permits (which have occurred at
Mead plants elsewhere).

TVA initiated the EIS process by scheduling
scopinghearingstor June 7 and 8. On .June 3, Mead
announced a -delay in construction until the late
1990s." TVA cancelled the scoping hearings and
announced that the EIS would notbe prepared. This
is construed fo mean that Mead, perhapsput off by
the signs of major citizen opposition, has decided to
buildits plant ata site in Kentucky or Michigan, where
the company also owns land.

TVA has abandoned energy conservation
Pphilosophy

TVA's home energy conservation program was
initiated by former TVA Chairman David Freeman.
Between 1977 and 1988, it surveyed over a milion
homes and saved 1.2 billon watts in electrical
capacity, roughly the equivalent of the amount
provided by a nuclearreactor. Las! year, the Board
under Marvin Runyon slashed the program from $40
million to $18 million: all that remains are low-interest
loans for heat-pump purchases. An explanation
given for the cut was that TVA now has more than
adequate capacity. If this is true, why isthe agency

i its po

EPRI (the Electrical Power Research Inst) has
eslimated that electrical energy efficiency could, (a)
save the country 22-24% of the power that would
otherwise be used by the year 2000. and (b) coutd
make certain industrial plants operate profitably that
might oth ewise have ta close. David Freeman (now
the head of a California utility) believes that
opportunities for conserving thousands of megawalts
of additional powerstillexistin the TennesseeValey.

TVA is now considered a backward utiity,
instead of a leader in the field. Energy-conservation
expert, Eric Hirst, recently testifying before a House
subcommittee, suggested that Congress could
require TVA (and other federal power authofities) to
promote energy savings programs. Possible actions
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would be to promote energy-efficient office lighting
systems and home appliances, adjustable-speed
drives for industrial motors, and off-peak operation of
power-intensive industries._ The energy saved would
reducethe needfor mining coat or oil, and lower the
emission of greenhouse gases into the world's
atmospher

TVA must comply with 1990 Clean Air Act
Amendments

Under the provisions of the Clean Air Act
Amendments passed last fall, TVA must cut SOz
emissions by 60% over the next decade, with some
reductions mandated even earlier. Options for the
various plants are, (a) the installation of scrubbers
(which would permit TVA o keep burning high-sulfur
coal), and (b) switching to low-suffur coal. In addition,
low-NOx burners may be installed at some of the
plants.

A draft environmental assessment for Clean Air
compliance by TVA's Paradise and Cumberiand
steam plants has been issued. and is availabie tor
public comment Contact Dale V. Wilhelm, O Stall,
632-6693.

EJ6 for LBL

A is preparing an Environmental impact
Statement for Land Between the Lakes. The EIS will
address updates and modifications in the exi
Natural Resource Management Pian. The dratt is
expected to be available for internal review inthe late
summer, and for public review not too long thereatter.
It interested in seeing a copy, call Dale Wilheim, TVA,
632-6693

5. NATIONAL FORESTS

Furest protection bills

Only about § million acres of ancient forests
remain in the Pacitic Northwest, less than 10% of the
original torests of the region (see figure). These
temperate raintorests are thought to be even ncher
in life forms than are the tropical rain forests. A
number of bills are before Congressional commitees
that would affect the survival of these torests. Four
are briefly summarized here.

Rep. Jim Joniz' Ancient Forest Protection Act
{HR 842), which has 91 co-sponsors to date, wouid
establish a reserve system ot “ancient forests™ and
contiguous “associated forests™ on Forest Setvice
and BLM lands. The "associated forests® are needed
as buffers and corridors to aidspeciessurvival in the
ancient forests. The biil defines the two types of
forest, and requires the appropriate agencies (USDA




managed fike wilderness-study areas (with road
building, logging, and mining prohibited) until such a
time as Congress passes another law determining
which of fhe lands within the drawn boundaries shall
constitute the permanentty protected Ancient Forest
Reserve System

THE DESTRUCTION OF
AMERICA'S ANCIENT
FORESTS

If logging continues at present rates,
within the next ten years there will
be no ancient forests.

Source Naive Fores Counl, Evgene, OR

NL183. 7/17/91
8

Bruce Vento, chairman of the interior Sub-
committee on Parks and Public Lands, has
introduced HR, 1590, which would establish a reserve
system of 6.3 million acres in 17 nationaltorestsarid
six BLM districks within which commercial logging
(including salvage sales) would be prohibited.
Specific boundaries would be recommended by a
scientific committee 5t up by the bill, but there woukd
be interim protection untii these boundaries are
drawn. Old-growth foresls not designated as part of
the reserve system would have to be managed
according 1o *new foresity" methods, designed to
regenerate old-growth characteristics (e.g., leaving
behind more standing and dead trees). The Vento
billalso contains a package ot economic assistance
for loggers and communities in the region, and it sets
minimum timber-sales fevels for USFS and BLM,
which are, however, signiticantly lower thar current
levets. (Theeconomic-assistance package could also
be added to the Jontz bill as an amendment.)

The interim protection features of both the Jontz
and venio bils are tiefcely opposed by the timber
industry and by the major unlons. Timber interests
are ropvesented in HA 1360, 2 bil by Rep, Smith (R,
OR), which would require agencies to consider
community stability_and economic factors in their
torest_planning. The bill also requires logging
reductionto be phasedin slowly.

There Is some sentiment in parts of the
‘conservationcommunity for having a bilithat protects
not only the Northwestern torests, but il torests on
pubilc lands. Rep. John Bryant has introduced
HR.1969, the Forest Biodiversity and Clearcutting
Act, which would ban cfearcuts and "even-age
management" on federal fands nationwide, and
would allow only “selection management.~ To date.
there is no Senate companion tor this bill or for the
others summarized above.

The major conservation groups that are
supporting the Jontz bill are not unsympathetic to
protecting forests nationwide. However, they believe
that while there is now some chance of winning
protection for Northwestern forests, the addition of
other forests at this lime would afouse so much
Congressional opposition as 1o kill this chance. Once
a lorest-reserve bill has been enacted, it could be
amended in futureyearsto include other forests.

*wmr YOU CAN DO: Tell your representative

that the endangered ecosystem ol the Pacific
Northwest forests is a vital part of America's natural
heritage. ~ Ancient-forest protection should be
mandated by Congress, should be based on
scientilic principles, and should Included all ancient-
forest ecosystems. Urge himvher 1o become a co-
sponsor of Jontz's Ancient Forest Protecton A,
.842.




The spotted owl. a
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Forest. ein

 for forest
While controversy over the sponsd owl has

Road constuction in national forests resulisin
dam: In addition,

figured heavily in the battle for t
forests, mostofus have reallz ed (’Iallhs owl is mainly

(axpayer subsndlredraad bwldmg isa ma]ov cause of

an indicator_species for
ccosystem. The spoited ow! was finally listed as
“threatened" fast summer. Even prior to the listing,
aninteragency taskiorce (headed by USFS biologist
Jack Ward Thomas) had been charged with
producing a plan to ensure survival olthe species.
The panel recommended a network of habitat
conservation areas that would alow thespeciesstilto
be in existence 100 years from now, even though
50% of the poputation would be lost.  In April 1991,
US Fish & Wildie Service Director, John Tumer,
stated thatthe Thomas plan might be insufticient to
save the owl, and proposed. instead, to set aside
11.6 million acres in three states (CA, WA, and OR) in
which jogging would be  restricted (though some
logging would still be permitted).  Earlier, the USFS
had suggested 6.3 million acres, and this was the
basis forthe acreage listed in Vento's bill. Vento
might now feel encouraged by Tumer's statement 1o
increase his protecledacreage.

Forest-management myths

Myth No.1: Local communities get money for
timberharvests on nationat forests.
Fact: The USFS shares millions of dollars annually
with counties in which tederal timber is cut. The catch
is that these timber receipts are sublracted from the
payment-in-lieu-ot-taxes (PILT) that the counties
receive due to the tact thaithe tederal lands are tax
exempt. A recentstudy of lour Southwestern stales
has shown that in less than 18% otthe counties did
timberreceipt exceed PILTin 1990.

Myth No.2: Trees are a renewable resource.
Fact: In past centuries, huge forests covered
Lebanon, North Atiica, and Greece. The forests were
cut, the soil and the nutrients eroded away, andihe
forests never returned. More recently, experience
with tree plantations has shown that successive
rotations, despite increased amounis of feriilizer
application, produce weaker trees and less output;
some plantations quitentirely atterrnutiple rotations.

Myth No. 3: We must chose between owis
and jobs.
Fact: Even before modem environmental taws, the
wood-products industry was always plagued by
boom.and-buist cycles. What the region needs is a
diversified economy. The industry has not included
n economic-assistance and transition package in
legislative proposals they have sent to Congress
Instead, industry profits are poured into PR and
lobbyists. Environmentalists are not asking that ali
logging be stopped; there are lots of trees outside
owihabitat in 17 national forests, aswellas state and
private lands.

3

massi ams (i. e

Inese days of tiht money, why not reduce the Uers
appropriationtorroads?

The House Interior Appropriations Sub-
commiltee has recently cut $40 million from the
USFS's FY 1992 road budget (an all-time high cut for
this subcommittee). The Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations bill_witt very soon be
considered by the Senate, and Sen, Wych Fower wil

e d- i

an
appropriation by $70 million.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contac! both your senators
without delay (address on p.2) and urge them to
support the Fowler amendment. in addition to alt
environmental considerations, this would be a vote
forfiscal constraint!

ation managenentof grassy balds

The US Forest Service has issued a Draft
Environmental Assessment on vegetation manage-
ment for aboul 2,500 acres of grassy balds in the
Roan Mountain Highlands. A ditferent altemative is
listed as the prelerred one for each of four areas
studied. These preferences are as follows: (a) Mow
only for Jane Bald/Grassy Ridge: (b) mow and graze
for Round Bald/Engine Gap; (c) mow, burn, and
rerbicides tor Little Hump/Yellow Mtn.; and (d) mow,
graze, burn, and herbicides for Hump Mtn/Bradiey
Gap. The public cominent period on the EA closed
May12.

6. ENERGY POLICY AND THE FATE OF ANWR

S.341: the threat to ANWR worsens

The Johnston (D, LA/Walop (R, W) energy bill
$.341, cleared the Senate Energy and Naturai
Resources Commitiee on May 23. An atiempt to
remove the provision that would open the 1.5-milion-
acre coastal plain of the Arctic National Witdiife
Refuge (ANWR) to oil & gas drilingtailed on a vote of
8 : 11, with only two Demacrats [Shelby (AL) and the
chairman Johnston] supporting the ANWR driling.
The bil is now ready to go to the Senate floor at an as
yet unspeciiieddate;see below for strategies.

Quite apart from the ANWR provision, §.341 is
an environmental disaster, and has been described
as a mere repackaging ofthe Bush national energy
strategy, w»lh its’ great emphasis on_ener
production. neglect of energy conservation.
$30 plovides billions of $$ to subsidize the energy
industry, expands  offshore oil exploration, limits




public review of energy projects, inctuding dams
proposed for free-flowing rivers, weakens the Clean
Alr Act, and eases restrictions on pipeline
oons"u:llon.

prospects

Proposed energy legislation that_has the
support of environmentalists is 741,
comprehensive bill by Sen Tim Wirth {D-Colo) lhal
eniphasizes energyconservationand efliciency, and
theuse of altemative fuels. (Afhough lalso provides
Incentives for Increasing production, it would not
open up ANWR,) S.741 incorporates the auto fuel
efliciency measures of the Bryan bill (see below).
Consult NL182 7B for other provisions of §.741
The main objeclives of S.741 areto address the
nation's energy problems in a_comprehensive
manner. and 10 reduce globalwamming. 1t is not clear
whether the Senate Energy Commiitee will consider
lgs; bill, now that they have passed Johnston's

341

When $.341 reaches the Senate floor{no date
has been set), there will be considerabie floor
debate, and amendments may be o(lered (0
substitute portionsof the Wirlh bill, A co
senators have declared that they will llllbusler S:M‘
in its presentstate.

$.341 contains no provisions to _Increase
automobile fuel efficiencyand merely leaves itto the
Sec. of Transportation to set new - but not
necessarily higher -- fuel mieage standards. It is
hloblytikely thal any overal energy bil inalyenacted
by the wicle Senate will contain some sort of fuel
nomy provisions. Chances are that one of the
soverat existing bills addressing this subject willbe

] qr
have supported Sen. Bryan's Motor Vehicle Fuel
Efficiency Act, $.279, which provides for a 20%
increase in the fuel efflciency of cars and trucks by
1996, and a 40% increase by 2001 (NL182 §7C).
Sen. Al Gore, Jr. is a co-sponsor ofthis bill

There issofartio energy bill in the House, but
subcommittee hearings are Scheduled for July 16
and August 7. Speaker Foley wants a House energy
package as soon as possible, which means that
environmentalists may have to be fighting on the
House and Senale fronts at the same time

Thevalue of ANWR

In the debate on S.341, Sen. Wirh said that
driling in ANWR woufd impose a huge industrial
complex on the fragile arctic refuge in order to
produce a very small contrbuton o nationat energy
security. The try (whichreportedly has set up
STomd 181572 mtionTor lobbying Congress on this
issue alone) and the Bush Adminisirationwould have
you believe otherwise.
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A bigoil ad recentiy promised"verylitle impact
on America’s natural environment.” We recommend
Tracking Arctic Oil,” ane xhaustivestudyof
fhe actuat Impact of oil development (e.g., at Pridhoe
Bay) on Alaska’s wiklemess and coastline (available
for $5 from NRDC, 40 W 20th Street, New York, NY
10011). The tepor dacuments the 1,500 mies of
0ads the thousands of;
'ﬂclll(les that sprawf OVBY this once-| prksnne
wilderness, the hundreds of waste pits containing
industrial gaibage, fhe tens of thousands of gallons
of spilled crude oil and loxic chemicals, the major
gnvionmental Impacts of the Vaide: faciiy, where
North Slope oil is loaded from the pi
tarkers, which, themsaives have spill 13 noo 000
gallons ofNorth Siope crude since 1980.

Energy SecretaryWatkinstestiied in Marchthat,
without ANWR, Norh Slope oif production is
expected to dropirom about 2 mbd (million barrels
per day) to 0.3 mbd by the year 2008, causing the
trans-Alaska plpefine toshut down. He also saidthat
Pres. Bushwould probably velo any national energy
strategy bill that does ot contain a go-ahead for oil
leasing INANWR.

Alaska's Governor Hickel has described the
ANWR coastal pfain as *a barren, marshy wikdemess.
In the sumimer Infested withuncountable mosquitoes
* Butto others (including mysel, whohas visited it),
ANWR “is a place so wiid that a visitor can walkfor
dayswithoutseeing signof anotherhuman. In spring
and summer, His a place of verdant tundra, exquisite
wildflowers, braided fivers, and endless sky. In
autumnthe ground is pattemed in iwsset andgold. In
aliseasons,iheice tioes ofthe Beaufor Sea singand
glimmer, and the towering peaks of the Brooks
Range fill the eye* [Wilderness Societyl. ANWR is
the only part of Alaska's 1,100-mile coastline that is
offimi {0 oll developinent.

We remind you (see, e.g.. NL179 §6A and
NL181 §8B) of some of the facts about ANWR's oil
that there is only a 20-30% chance of finding ol
equivalentto a produciion of 2mbd ; that, even ¥ oil is
found, # would take 7-10 years for @ 1o be in
significant production; that the miost optimislically
estimated amount is Insufticient to reduce demand
on foregn il by Mmore than 5% that ANWRYS average
production would probabfy never amount o mor

T6% of US. daily of consumption, Even i
ANWH could produce 2mbd, more than this amount
could be saved merefy by faising auto mieage
standards for new cars back up 1o 27.5 mpg (they
were fowered to 26 mpg in 1986). Raising standards
to 40 mpg (as In the Bryan bi) would save over 15
times of what ANWR could, optimisticaly, produce.

*WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT ENERGY BILLS

AND ANWR: (a) Urge your senators to filibuster
$$.341, the Johnston/Wallopenergy blll,as passedby



the Energy Committee., and to suppart amendments
that would substitute features of the Wirth bill, $.741.
Ask Sen Sasser lo inform you ot his position; Sen
Gore opposes S.341 and supports $.741 (thank
him!) (b) Urge your senators o co-sponsor S.39
(Roth, Baucus), the ANWR wilderness bill, which
currently has 20 co-sponsors, including Sen. Gore
(thank him!), as well as $.344 (Roth), which calls for
the designation of an international widile reluge
between the US and Canada (c) Urge your
Representative 10 co-sponsor Mrazek's HJR. Faothe
"Morris K. Udall Wilderness Act.” which incorporales
HA.39, Udall's ANWR wilderness bil. Several
Tennessee Representalives who co-sponsored
HR.39 fast year (Cooper, Gordon, Ford) have not
(yet?) done 5o this year. The Tennessee delegation
needs tohear fromyou! Letthem know that there is

nailernative to the destruclion of ANWR, namely,
reducing oil consumption. (d) For up-to-date
intormation, call the Alaska Coalition, 202-875.7912
(Melinda Pierce).

7. OTHER NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
ISSUES

‘nuaﬁnends of the environment lost from

ngress

On April 19, Congressman Mo Udall announced
his retirement trom the House, and on April4, Sen
JohnHeinz was killed in a planecrash.

Congressman Udall (D. AZ), who has been
sutfering from Parkinson’s disease since 1980, had
served 30 years inthe House, the last 14of themas
chairman of the Interior Committee. Under his
leadership,asmuchenvironmental legislation passed
on the floor of Congress as had passed in the 100
years before that. Among bills introduced by Udall
himseff was the 1980 Alaska Lands Acl. which
preserved vast amounts of wilderness, parks, and
rivers, and two Arizona Wilderness Acts that
protected over 4 milion acres. He strongly supported
wildermess and parklands acts for numerous other
states. Agains! great odds, Udall won passage tor the
1977 Surface Mining and Reclamation Act, the first
tederal law requiring land restorationby stripminers
The bill Ihat would preserve the ANWR caaslal plam
as wilderness (see §6C, this NL).
authored by Udall, and the issue is masl dsav(o nim.
He brought to the committee's deliberations "a
character of civility and consideration and good
humor, and at such times he gained again and again
the respect of all of us,” said Rep. Bruce Vento.
Taking Udall's piace as chair otthe Interior Commitiee
is Rep. George Miller (D, CA). who has served on the
committee since 1975 and has an excellent
environmentaf record.

Sen. Heinz (R, PA) had frequently worked to
break regional or partisan logjams that held up

o
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progress in protecting the environment. Together
with Sen. Tim Witth (D, CO). he sponsored a study
that inspired major elements of the 1990 Clean Air
Act. He challenged US inaction on qobal warming,
and pressed for legistation fo protect Iropical rain
forests.

When there are so few eflective friends of the
environment in the Congress, Udall and Heinz will be
dearly hissed.

New Assistant Sec. ¢f the fnterior
Pres. Bush riominated Mike Hayden to replace
Constance Harriman as Assislant Inerior Secretary for
Fish, Wildiife and Parks, a past which supervises the
National Park Service and the US Fish & Wildiife
Service. Hayden, a former governor of Kansas
(1987-1991), and, before that, a member of the
Kansas legislature, is considered by the National
Wildife Federation to have the professional
background and experience forthe job. He holds a
8.5. in wildiite conservation from Kansas State Univ.
nd anMa.in biology from Fort Hays State Univ.
NWF believes that, as govenar, Hayden signiticantly
improved the state's wildiife and parks department
and the management of wetlands.

Biological-diversity bills

Because Ht protects only species that are on the
verge of extinction, the Endangered Species Acl, by
itself, is insufficient to preserve the countiy's
biologicaf resources. Twobilis have been introduced
thatwouldmake conservation ofbiologicaf diversilya
national goai. Both bills would require that EISs
consider impacts of federal actions on biological
diversity, and both bills call for a federai strategy to
conserve biodiversity.

One bill, HR.585, was introduced by Rep.
Scheuer, chairman of the Science Subcommiltee on
the Environment, the other. HR 2082, by Reps.
Studds and Scheuer. Studds chairs the Merchant
Marine Subcommittee on Fish & Witdife. HR 2082
would direct the Secretary of the Interior to identity
the kinds of nalural areas currently protected (in
national parks. wildernesses, etc), and to ensure
fong-term preservation of areas not currently
protected. HR.2082 would also provide fundingfor
stale ‘and privale programs that could provide
data tor land

ﬂecl ions.

Both bills would establish a national center to
help set scientific priortiesin biodiversify research.
HR585 would pface this center in the Smithsonian,
while HR.2082 would leave the decision 1o the
President. The total funds authorized by HRS85 and
HR.2082 are, respectively, $30 million and $52
millon over a 3-yearperiod. It has beenpointedout
that Ihese amounts are peanuts when compared w



*

%
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o1$250million annually.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge your Represen\ahve
lo co-sponsor HR 2082 and/or HR 58

The Highway bill has environmental
ram{fications

The Surface Transportation Assistance Act
(commonly known as the Highway bill) is up for
reauthorization. Traditionally, 80% of all federal
transportation funding goesfor highways; now there
s a need for a more balanced transporiation policy.
The Bush Administration has proposed the tollowing
formula forthe next 5 years: $67billion for highways
and bridges, $32 biilion to be allocated among
various modes of transportation, and $7 billion for
mass transit. By cnmras( STPP, a coammn oi

has recommended ssmmon 550 biion, and$3E 7
biliion, respectiveiy, forttese three categories. Sen.
Moynihan has introduced the Surface
Tronsporiation Eficiency Act, $965, which would
allow states and cities considerable flexibil

shifting funds from highways to mass transi
wails,and pedestrianwalkways.

it
. bike

Scenic Tennessee, which is a memberof STPP,
is urging incorporation of billboard control reform into
the Highway bill. Such reform must stop construction
of new bilboards along federal highways, restore
local conlrol over billboard removal, and prohibit the
Bilboard industy rom destroying publcly-owned
trees inoiderto make bilboardsmore visiole.

Beware of S.400 (Symms)/HR.1155 (Petri), the
National Recreational Trails Fund Act. The title
sounds good, but the contents are dangerous.
These bills would divert about $250 million from the
Highway Trust Fund (ie., gas-tax moneythatcould
otherwise be used to pay for mass transit, bridge
repairs, etc) to fund the construction of motorized-
vehicle trails In public-fands badkcountry. Such trails
could have long-term detrimemal eftects on natural
ecosystems.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: (a) Urge your senalors to
suppont Moynihan's $965 (b) Urge Rep. Mineta,
chairman of the Surlace Transportation Sub-
committee, to incorporate Ihe STPP's billboard
reformproposals into the Highway bill. (c) Urge your
Representative and Senators to oppose HR.1155
andS.400. Foraddresses, seep.2.

Coal field water protection

‘The Citizens Coal Council a coalition of citizens
groups in America's coal fields, is supporting
introduction of a bill that would protect water supplies
in coal-mining areas. The current stripmine law,
SMCRA, passed in 1977, does not adequately
empower the Office of Surface Mining to protect

, whichare notoriously polluted byal
kinds of coal mining. Hyou want more detaits on the
bill and its progress, contact the Citizens Coal
Councii (80 F Street, NW, Suite 714, Wash, OC
20001 Ph: 202.757.2217).

F. sSues
Because we know of a number ot TCWP

menmbers who love Zion Nationat Park and the Utah

canyon country, we bring you this information.

(1) World Odyssey, Inc, a Calfomia-based coirpany,
s proposing to build a giant cinema complex just
outside the south entrance to the Zion NP,
essentially between the visitor center and the
campground, right in the foreground of the
spectacular view of the arc of red sandstone clifisat
this end of the park. The town of Springdale is
amending Hs ordinances to facilitate thissiting. The
complex would include a 350-seat theater (which,
ironically, wouid show a film abou the beauties ofthe

ark), 12,000 square teet of retait space, and a 169-
space paiking lot.

The issue has had some national publicity, and
World Odyssey and the town of Springdale have
received hundreds of lefters opposing the proposed
site. The Park Service has uiged World Odyssey to
place the project elsewhere in Springdale and has
offered to estabiish a park shuttle-bus staging area
next 1o the relocated project. A shutlle-bus system
would also serve to solve the trattic problem on the
dead-end road up the Virgin River Valley. World
Odyssey hassaid itis willing to consider other sites,
but has pressed fothe one at the park entrance.

* WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Sec, Manual Lujan

(us Dept of th Interior, Washington, DC 20240) and

Rep. Bruce Vento, chairman of the House Inferior
Nallonal Parks Subcommittee (address on p.2), and
urge them to take aclion to protect Zion NP. Send
copies of your lefler to your senators and
representative.

(2) Rep. Wayne Owen (D, UT) has introduced a bifl
that would protect 5.4 million acres of BLM lands as
wildemess. BUM had proposed only 1.9 milion acres
for wildemess status. The area specilied by Owen
includes intricate canyon lands and stalk mountairss
rising out of the westem Utah desert. Much of the
fland surrounds national parks which would be
bufteredby the surroundingwildemess.

3¢ WHAT YOU CaN DO: Ask your representative

(address on p.2) to co-sponsor Owen's Utah
wildemess bill, which currently has 70 co-sponsors,

G. National Flood Insurance
HR.1236 would reform the National Fiood
Insurance Program by guiding new development
away from flood- and erosion-prone areas, such as



coastal floodplains. Keeping such coastal areas
undeveloped would also provide critical wildiife
habitat and avert damages from sea-level rises
projected fo occur as global warming worsens. You
may wish you Gongress-person to support HR.1236.

Bush scores "D

The League ot Conservation Voters consulted
dozens of environmental leaders in rating Pres.
Bush's two-year (mid-term) environmental record; the
final grade was a "D.* Bush was rated high on the
Clean Air Act for creating the initiat momentum, and
tforhokding outfora strong acid-f preclpnahunprogram

h

the Senate 1o weaken Significantly the bil i
passed the committee. The President scores very
fowon energy policy, especially for whole-hearledly
supporting the opening up of ANWR, tor blocking
improvements in auto fuel elficiency, and for
proposing incentives for energy production rather
thanfor energy conservation and renewable-energy
development. Instead of supporting an international
drive fo reduce greenhouse emissions, Bush went
for a “research oniy* clmate treaty. The Admini-
stration supported legislation that would have
exempted timber-cutting plans trom provisions of the
Endangered Species Act for 10 years. The Bush
Administration continued the Reagan-era policy of
denying that populalion growth is an environmental
probfem.

The USA blocks protection of Antarctica

une 22, the occasion ot the 30th
anniversary of the 1961 enactment ofthe Antarctic
Treaty, the 26 treaty members, meeting in Madrid,
had planned 1o sign an environmental-protection
agreement that included a 55-year banon mining in
Antarctica. The US delegate was the only hoidout,
having failed to get government approval for the
protacol, and asking for more time o study the
provisions. The environmental protection protocol
m'qu( stil be signed al another meetingslatedforthe
tafl:

Global warming tidbits
A recent National Academy ot Sciences report
recommends that prompt achon be taken to reduce

the atmospheric cum:enuahon ot CO2 and an
average temperature rise 010.5-1.1° F wllhinthe last
century. CO2 concentration confinues toincrease at
the rate of about 0.5% per year. The reporturged a
sharp increase in en"phasis on fuef efficiency and
conservation in federal energy research, and a
greater effortto develop alternative energysources
Itaiso calls for development of a new generation of
nuclearpower reactors, provided that nuclearwaste
canbe madesafely disposable

Dr. Diane Fisher, an EDF scientisthas recently
studied the production of "greenhouse” gases
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(GHGS) by presently available aftemative fuels. Fuels
derived from biomass can potentially reduce GHGS by
up 10 70%, but the only biomass fuel currently
available, com ethano!, increases GHGs 25% above
gasoline becausefossil fuels and nitrogen ferliizers
are required to grow the . Methanol made from
natural gasis roughly equivalent to gasotinein GHG
emissions; andcompressednatural'gas isupto 15%
better than gasoline. Engine technology is a major
factor in all cases. Obviously, much research needs
1o be done

Friends of the Earlh has designed a Global
Warming Workshop that can be led by non-expets. It
is focused on discussion and idea generation, rather
thanon lectures, and provides afoundation tortulure
action. You can order the handbook tor $2.50
(i. e., postage costs) from Activist Members Program,
Friends of the Earih, 218 D Street, SE, Washington,
DC 20003,

P

8. TCWP NEWS

Help us build a network

Legislators 0o respondto constituent concems,
and olten It takes very few calls or letters 1o make
them decide which side of an issue to come down on
The trouble is that the window of fime within which
such confacts areusetutis oflen very narrow. lfwe
knewahead otthe event which ofyou werewilliig to
help, we could concentrate our efforts onthe critical
legisiative districts.

o assis! us in building this type of a network, we
hope you witt fill out and return the form thai is
enclosed wih this Newsleffer: when you fod the
sheet, you willfindit aready pre-aduressedlous -all
you need You can advance
TCWP issues Uemendously by insicatiog  your
willingness 1o do the following: (a) contacting your
legisiator(s) when they are in a key position on an
issue, and/or (b) phoning not more than 7 other
TCWP members and telling them what action is
needed. We promise notto calion you unfess there
isa ciear urgency

Melton Hill Canoe Trail event, July 27
The next in TOWP's series of 25th-anniversary
events is the christening ot one of the Melton Hill
Lake canoe ftrails being developed as our
contribution forthe city's upcoming 50th anniversaty.
We will assemble at 9:30 a.m. at Soway Park,notat
theboat! bulinthe secton
Cove enters the lake. Canoes wil travef along the
shores of Haw Ridge Park, entering the numercus
scenic coves. We expect to sneak up quietly to view
d 1o see interesting shore vegetation.
Returning to Solway Paric at abouf 12 oon, we will
then proceed o Maureen Cunningham’s house, 102




Lake Hills Drive, for a picnic. Bring your own
sandwiches, but we plan to provide iced tea,
lemonade, and cookies. Come join us, and bring
friends. Ityou need further info, or it youwould like to
come aiong but don't have a canoe, cal Chuck
Coutant, 483-5976,

Owrother 25th @ents

The Red Wolf talk by Bob Miller, May 22, was
attended by about 50 people, inciuding several
students, who tound the program to be higl
informative, despite the fact that the iast few et
could notbe shown (projeclortrouble).

About a dozen people enjoyed perlect weather
forthe HoneyCreek hike on Junes. A reporton tral
conditions and maintenance needs was sent to the
Park Service

In case youve lost your list, see 19, this NLfor
information on other upcoming 25th-anniversary
events.

ATCWPexhibit is displayed

Maureen Cunningham and Bil ard Lee Russell
recently produced an atiractive 3-panel exhibit about
TCWP's involvements. Bill and Lee 100k it o the
Knoxville Zoo on June 1 10 pariicipate in the z00's
first Conservation Day celebration. Even though it
seemed to us that most otthe interest in the exhibit
came fromother exhibitors andfromz00 docents, we
were informed afterwards that the general 200
afiendance that day was 20-30% higher than normally
projected.

News about TCWP members

Director Dick Ambrose has recovered beautifully
from his recent operation in which a benign growth
was removed from the inside of his skull. He isback at
earning a iiving, and helping TCWP: this Newsletier is
being assembled underhis direction

9. JOB OPENINGS: ACTIVITIES:
READING MATTER

July 27, TCWP to christen Melton Hill canoe trail.
Canoe trip and picnic. See 188, this NL, or contact
ChuckCoutant, 483-5976.

Seplember 22, TCWP's Obed overlook hike and
picnic. See next Newsleller tor details, or call Lee
Russell, 482-2153.

October 20, TCWP's Whites Creek Hike. See a
future Newsletter, or contact Judith Bartlow, 494-
9421,

Noveniber 9-12, "Parkways, Greenways, Riverways:
Partnerships for Beauty and Progress.”
Charlottesville, VA. A conterence sponsored by the
Blue Ridge Parkway, the National Patk Service, Amer.
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Soc. of Landscape Architects, and others. For info,
call Appatachian Consortium, Boone, NC, 704-262-
2064

November 15-17, TCWP Annual Meeting, Wesley
Woods. Look lorspecial meiling.
The Alliance for Environmental Education is
establishing a computer-linked network of interactive
environmental education Centers across America,
Already, 100 centers are In the network. Write
Alliance tor_Environmental Education, 10751
Ambassador Drive, Suite 201, Manassas, VA 22110.
Tohorior Stan Murray or his dedication in savingthe
Highlands of Roan, the Southern Appalachian
Highlands Conservancy (SAHC) has established a
fund to purchase the Stanley A. Murray Memorial
7-acre tract on Houston Ridge. The initial
paymeni or: this property has now been made, but a
fot more money is needed Contact SAHC, POBox
2501, Johnson City, TN 36601
American Youth Hostels Is sponsoring AYH Discovery
Tours, a selection of hiking and cycling tours in the
U.S. Canada, and Europe. The tours emphasize
respect for natural environments and for other
cultures. Call Pittsburgh412-362-8181 for info.
The Great Smoky Mins Institute at Tremont has a full
calendar, with over a dozen events remaining for
1991, Call615-448-6709 for info.
Jobscan is the Student Conservation Association's
tried and true tisting of jobs in conservetion. H is
published monthly in the magazine Earth Work
{$29.95 annuaily from SCA, POBox 550,
Charlestown, NH 03603).
The Cherokee National Forest General Report {0 the
Public for 1990, a 19-page publication, Is available
from the Forest Supervisors Office, 2800 Norlh
oee Street, Cleveland. TN 37312
Tracking Arctic Oil: The Environmental Price of Dritling
the Arctic National Wildife Reluge, is a recent reporl
by NRDC, NWF, and Trustees for Alaska. Forinfo on
how 1o order. contact Natural Resources Defense
Council Publications, 40 W 20th St, New York, NY
10011; 212-727-4400.
Eight Greenway Fact Sheels, on subjects such as trail
construction and maintenance, fund raising, land
preservation techniques, etc., are available from
Scenic Hudson, 9 Vassar St, Poughkeepsie, NY
12601. Each 8-page pamphlet costs $1.50; or get al
eight tor$8.
The Kidls Guide to Social Action, by Barbara Lewis,
which is the true story of how a group of sixth graders
mounted a successful grassroots campaign, makesa
compeling model for activists everywhere (§14.95
from Free Spirit Pubiishing, 400 First Ave North,
Suite 616, Minneapolis, MN 55401-1724, or in
bookstores).

continued on page 2



TCWP ACTION NETWORK

Name:

Address:

Phone: work () home ().

The best times to reach me are:

My U.S. Rep ive is:

My State legislative district is No. (House) and No. (Senate)
[Note: if you do not know the district numbers, give the names of your
state legislators, if known to you}

Check one or more boxes below:
{ ) Tam willing to contact legislators occasionally

[ ] 1 am willing to call up to 6 TCWP members occasionally to inform them
of needed actions

[ ] 1am willing to help, but only on the following issues [examples: natural
areas, Obed, Smokies, etc]:

Remarks:
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