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12. ACTION SUMMARY

o]  lesue

‘Contact

"Messagel" or Action

1A | BSF Land Protection
1B | Obed & BSF

IC | Obed Management Plan

3 | Road thru Cherokee NF
4A | Nongame species

4A | TWRA

4C [ Tennessee wetlands

4D |Trail on RR 1ight-of-way
5 | Cherokee NF

8A |Tongass NF

8C | Eaviromnental Scorecard

9.

>

Oak Ridge Greenbelt

TCWP: NPS

Sens, Sasser, Gare:
Rep. Cooper: your Rep

Sens. Sasser, Gare:
Rep. Caoper, your Rep

Fed. Highway Adm.
State Sen. & Rep.
Gov. McWherter
State Sen. & Rep.
R K Bvans
Hugh trwin
USFS
Sen. Gore:

et Gavton
TCWP

Get infonned for poastbly needed action
“Work for FY '92 acquisttion funds: $6M for
'BSF: 660,000 for Obed!”

"Urge NPS to proceed with Obed GMP!”

"A complete EIS 1s required!”
“TRWA needs Nongame Appropr. of $250.000
* License 8§ to be spent for wildlife only!"
“Oppose any bills threatening wetlandst"
Offer to help
Offer help with Cherokee fssues,
“We support Alternative A"

“We cammend you on high LCV score!

Offer to get tnvolved in pieverting (nvaston
of Northern Greenbelt

Senator John Doe
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

‘The Hon. John Doe

Governor Ned McWherter

U.S. House of Representatives State Capitol

Washingten. DC 20515

Nashville, TN 37219

Dear Senator Doe Dear Congressman/woman Doe Dear Gov. McWherter
Stncerely yours, Stncerely yours. Respectfully yours,
Tocalla or Senatar. dfal C (202) 224-3121

To find out about the status of federal bills, call (202) 225-1772



1. BIG SQUTH FORK AND GHED
PR ISSUES

A. RFS developing Blg S. porkumdm
tection
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Scenic River and the BSFNRRA included in this
document, with recommended _funding
amounts as explainedbelow. ftheseareasare
funded, it will be under the Interior

ares
As we reported in NL179 (11A), the long
‘compiicated stiuggle to make possible the
completion of fand acquisition for the
BSFNRRA finally ended In success with
passage of a bill (on the last day of the 1990
session) that
Jurisdiction over the BSFNRRA fromthe Corps
of Engingers (CoE) to the National Park Service
(NPS). The cost-sharing provisions that had
haipered the CoE no longer apply, so that
acaisiton will be done with 100% federal
A parallel bill appropriated $1 miliionfor
P acquigilion in FY 1991, phis a $0.5 M add-
on for NPS operations in the BSFNRRA (and
$0.5 M for the infrastructure for the Kentucky
lodge).

1 step is development by NPS of a
Land Pretecion Ban (LPP), the prerequisite to
actual acquisition of the remaining 16.000
acres. A recent NPS news release states that
the LPP will prioritize the tracts of fand 1o be
acquired, with factors to be considered
including watershed protection, scenic or
recreational values, rare or endangered
spedies, fulure plans for visitor facilities, and
potentiai uses that might have a negative
environmentalimpact on the area's resources.

It is anticipated that the draft LPP will be
available for public comment in April1991. We
urge those of you who are concerned about
speedy protection of the as-yet.unacquired
lancs {which inclade the beautiul North While
Oak Creek and Laurel Fork gorges) to take an
active Interest in the LPP. We can expect the
LPP to address possibly controversial issues
(e.g.. the O&W right-of-way), and we must b
ready 1o pull our weight against pressures for
_)(_ adverse development. It you are willing to help,

contact Lee Russell (adress on p.1). If you
have questions about the LPP or want copies
of documents, contact NPS' Ron Wilson, 615-
879-3625.

B M“mmﬁmm

Ccrlgross will soon begin work on the
Vll\als FY1992 appropniations bills. Several of

ihe nationat conservation groups are currently
assamhllng a document for Members ol
recommended Land & Water
Conservation Ful’\d appropriations for vanuus
areas ali around the country. TCWI
sucoeeded in having the Obed National wu &

It is estimated that aktogether about $13
million wilt be needad to acquire the remaining
16,000 acres within the BSFNRRA. ~After
careful deliberation, we decided to work for $6
M tor FY1992 in order 1o achieve protection
where il Is most critically needed.
reasoningwas as follows.

Two major tributaries, North White Oak
Creek and s Laurel Fork in the upper part of
the BSF watershed, contributectean waterthat
signiticantly ﬂllules the siltation and pollutants
brought in by the New River, one ol the BSF's

major st Iems MOYBDVOY 1 these two rivers flow
through highly scenic and wild gorges. Some
tandowners in the area have understandably
become discouraged over delays in the
government acquisition program, and are
seriously threatening 1o timber their tracts,
develop them for oil, and/or sell them for
residential developments. This would have
disastious etfects on water qually. sceric

values, and vegetative diversity. About
the 11,000-acre N.White Oakitaurei ka ama
just three tracts, requiring fairly

5 buckstor the puichase of 6ach ract

The total area currently authorized for the
project is 5,074 acres {inuch 100 littie we think,
but that's another question). Of this, 1,639
acres remain to b federally acquired, at an
estimated cost of $1,150,000. NPS currently
has aboul $540,000 in the bank for the Obed,
mest of which could prbably be obigated in

991, We have decided to work tor
sson 000 for FY1992 in order at /ast (afier 15
yeais!) to compiete land acquisition

The Obed WSR is a very fragile resource
and caneasily be severely damagedby certain
deveiopmenis. Amiong these are timbering that
Is becoming more prevalent in the area. coal
mining, ol & gas extraction (which is now
accelerating because of the Increased price of
oil), and residsntial consiruction. There have
already been harméutintusions into the gorge,
such as timber and skne removal, and the
construction of an oll pipefine; seeping oil wels
have appeared on privale land within the
authorized boundary. Speedy completion of
acquisition is thereforeot the essence.



WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write 1o Sens. Sasser
and Gore, to Rep. Cooper, and to your own Rep
(addresses on p. .2) ang urge them to work or
of $6 milllonforthe BigS.

Foik, and $600, 000 for the Obed.  You may
wish 1o include some of the reasons clted
Sove why |nose approprialions e
portart. Also, it you have not done

iprass your thanks for thet aflols in
Daseing Ing- 1990 transter: -legisiaton. and
socuring the FY1991 appr

The e ts. again
We have baen lold repealedly that an
Obed General Mahagement Plan (GMP) s ¢ op
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for nalional parks protection effoits. With the

$1,152 that went to the BSFNRRA, the

following walev-qualily equipment will be

a PH meter, a conductivify meter, a

dussolvnu -oxygen meter, and a probe for
nitrates.

RIVERS ASSESSMENT FO!
(Based on materia] vubmaled vy
Jenny Free:

To get Ternesseans thinking about the value
of theirrivers, as wel aslo provide a factualbasistor
assessing opporiunities, needs, and problems in

ofallrivers

priofity at N
muﬂeﬁonal omce in Anama kups byoassmg
the Obed and, instead, aulhoriaing projects for
which they have been lobbied by
Congressmen. We were hoping that FY1991
would finally bring good news forthe Obed, but
nowwelindthatihe Iwo projects chosen bylhe
Regional oflice lor GMPs are Nalchez National
Historical Park and Birmingham Distr Heritage
CormidorStudy!

A GMP for the Obed is Ygacs overdue.
Specmc management puscn and

actions basad on the GMP, ar
o provids. longasm  protection for. ihe
resource. Somehow, we getthe impression
the Regional Office does not Quite appreciate
whal a great resource we have in the Obed, ard
how traglle itls. It's hard (o believe that the
Obed i MP ma

am! An Obed GMP may
actually be reiatively easyto generate sincethe
1978 Obed Development Plan already contains
mos! of the Infonnation needed for a GMP.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: if other Congressmen
can lobby NPS, 50 can ours. but we must get
their suppoit first. Write to Sen. Gore,

Sasser, Rep. Jim Cooper, and your own Rej D
(addresses on p.2) and ask them to uige NPS
1o proceed expeditiously with deveiopment ol
an Obed GMP. Point out that the Obed WSR
having bean established over 14 yeais ago, it is
high time NPS cleared (ha way for needed
‘management actions. The Obed shouid not be
a stepchlld of the SE Regional Office. Send
coples to 5 idenour, Director, NPS,
US Dept of me lnl.noh interior  Bidg.

Weshingion, DC 2

Equipment bought with money we
collacted

in Novernber, the Big South Fork NRRA
finally receivad the money TCWP raised in
connection with the March for Parks (NL177
{10B). We raised $2,007, but tumed over
$855 to the Natl Parks & Conservation Assoc

in the state. However, State govemment has not
provided funds for such a project. Thereiore. we
decided to atlempt (o move the process forward wih
private funding. TCWP's exec director, Jenny
Freeman, obtained the collaboration of the
Tennessee s:-mc Rivers Assoc (TSHA), and
mgenm. the two organizations wrofe a

a1 $80,000 foundason grant (see LTS 135 o
details).

In mid-December, we were officially rolfied that
the Lyndllu!sl Foundation of Chatlancoga would
provide a grant of $30,000, and would release these
funds when we had secured commitment for an
additional $50.000, at leas! half of which must be
from public_sources (ederal, state, or local
governments). We have until 6/30/92 (o secure
theseaaditionaifunds.

On January 2, Jenny Freeman (TCWP) and Bil
Allen (TSRA) wenl to Nashville to meet with Dr. Auth
Nett (Ptannirg Oftice), Mike Counless (Deputy
Commissioner of Conservation), Jack Murran
(Lyndhur!l President), Wink Hastings (National Park

Servica [NPS], Attanta), Fred Quinanes (State Dir. of
the U.S. Geological Survey), and Terry Bonham
(Tenn Dept of Conservation [DoC}). They discussed
at length how USGS and the Stafe might provide
additional suppoit for the rivers assessiment. The
USGS., while Rot a funding age ihe capability
ot providing in-kind technical suwun through the
compulerized G'owapmcal Information System.
However, the USGS is not equipped to tackle the
most important part of the project - public
Involvernant. The rivers assessment shouid be a
mechanism for bringing various fiver interests
together throughoul the State, including
conservalon groups, the Farm Bureau, the Forestly
Assoc, ripanian land ownera, U.T. TVA, and
pertinent State agencies.

The group decided lo tackle the problem of
additional support by having two proposals
submitted simuitaneously to DoC: (a) USGS will
address the technical aspects of the project, and




(b) TCWP, TSRA, and NPS will address public
panicigmtion as well as the ways in which Gata wil be
used in the future. The group will then evakuale
whherine two proposals cen be melded o o

esive package. As to funding, DaC has indicated
o altempt 1o find Stale revenues for the
project; and the Lyndhurst Foundation has indicated
that It might enhance the Initial funding amount

The Nashvilie mesting was most encouraging
because It generated enthusiasm for the rivers
sessment and helped buitd momentum toward
antving at a funding schema. It s fitting that this
eflort wili be ongoing in 1991, which is the 25th-
anniversary year for both TCWP and TSRA, and that

@ two organizations are once again working
together tor Tennessee fivers, as they did al their
founding.

3. APROPOSED ROAD THAT WOULD
SEVERELY DAMAGE THE CHEROEEE NF

The Tennessee Dept of Transportation (TOOT)
last July compieted an Environmental Assessment
(EA) that discusses altemalives for State Route 40
(US 64), which currently runs along the Ocoee River
in Polk County. TDoT's "preferred alternakive,” A-1,
would move the road up, out of the valley, and
fragment a large tract of the Cherokee National
Forest with 9.4 niles of a high-speed 4-lane high-
way (the equivalers of a piece of an Inferstate). Both
TWRA (the Tenn Wildiife Resources Agency) and
EPA heve pointed out that lliis rolite,as well as one
proposed earier to run along the mountain crest,
would cause ieversible damage 1o high-qualiy
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had fo be brought against TDoT under the
Tennesseo Water Quaity Act.

e EA has akeady gone to the Federal High-
way Mmmmranon (FHWA) for review. I a firing of
No Significant l'msa (FONS) is handed down, tie
State will seek Cor funding, and this over-
designed project will bacome a park barrel

_X WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write 10 the FHWA

(address follows) 10 oppose this projact. Cite some
el the arguments described above. Point out that a

complete Environmental Ivrvan Statement snould
be required in view of the piojection (by TWi
EPA, and others) that the prmmd attemative A-l (as
well as the mountain-top atemative) would result in
probably ireversible damage to wildlife, lorest. and
aqualic resources. An EIS should also more fully
address the alfernakive of upgrading the existing
road. Address: Mr. Dennis Cook, Administrator,
Federal Highway Adminisiration, 249 Cumberiand
Bend Drive, Nashville, TN 37228.

4. STATE CAPSULES

A nongame and
pevies need your help
The Tennessee Wildife Resources
Agency (TWRA) is responsible for managing
wildlife in our State. Over 88% of Tennessee's
approximalely 1,440 wildite species are
classified as nongame (about 150 species are
isted as endangered, threatened, orin needot
manaaemenl) Yet, only 1.4% ol TWRA's
budget s devoled 0 the Nongame and

sireams (whi
of roag-cuts mwugn pyriic soils) and 1o e
habitats (this portion of fhe Cherokeels home to one
o the largest bear populations in East Tennessee,
aswellas 1o turkey, andio manyothier species)

h TWRA and EPA have urged TDoT to
chose the “reduced-design” alternative (modified
Afternative B) that would improve Irafiic low and
safety by creating passing fanes and pull-oft areason
the existing road. It is m|mnny|nat the EA barely
discusses modified Allemative B. and provides mo
cost estmate for it. The “preferred” Allemative A-lis
estimated lo cost $318 mifion. Even this slaggering
sum ls, however, a Major underestimate, since it
does not inciude mitigation costs associated with
wock in pyrttic soils, consuitant fees, and relocation of
several TVA towers.

In it document on the Ocoee road, TDOT
makes assurarices about Impact miligation Ihat ring
distinctly hollow in view of the agency's poor
envionmental record. In fac, these assurances are
disturbingly simifar 1o those given prior 1o the
initiation of the Foothilis Parkway Projecl, which
tumed out so damagingthat an enforcement action

pecies program. The program
has only one Tuiiting “and tour parl-ime
employees. The threat to species
comes from destruction of habitaf. but many
trends could be reversed il the resources were
available.

A broader problem atficting TWRA is the
diversion of sporismen's icense $$ from wiidite
pUIPoses 1o other uses, such as support of

te goverment in general.

* WHAT YOU CAN 00: (1) Write your State

Senalor and Reprasermative (see Poitical
Guidafor sdosses)arnd urge ham o ncrease
TWRA's Non, ndangered Species
appropriation 1o szsn nnn (currently, it is
$100,000). (2) Wrlle 10 Gov. WcWherter and
ask him 1o ensure that TWRA license $§ be
used for wikdite purposes only

B. At least one State Forest without clear-
ating
Despite a greal deal of input by cilizens

concemed about clear-cutting, the finally com-
pleted management plan for the Prentice



Cooper State Forest, near Chattanooga, tumed

by
delipht that the stale had no clear-culting plan:
at ioast for the coming year, and thal the omy
ree-outt be for pest con-
1rol, wikliife management, and road mainte-
n:'nu. Obviously, cilizen pressure had paid
off.

However, in the absence of writlen lssur
ances, cortinued viglance will be needed,
to keep the state fo their *no clear- culllnn
promise, and (b) to make sure that culling
;usuheﬂ as pest control orwildife management
not tum into something more extensive.
TM Sllle will formuiate iirplementation plans
on an annual basis. and will hold two public
meelings per year. If you have any interest in
the Prentice Cooper SF, we urge you to get
involved. andto hielp maintainthe vigltance.

2991 wlll see another fight over
Tennessee’s wetlands

About 70% of Tamasms original 2.3
million acras of wetlands are gone. Natiomwids,
during the past 200 years the lower 48 states
have ios an average of 60 acres of watlands
overy hour! Wetiands are essentiat to the
environment -- as wildife habitats, as
resuppliers ot ground water, and as substrates
for valuable harwood forests.

Another fight now looms over the fate of
the siate's wetlands, most ot whi We:
Tonnaseso. I 1630, ine Generat Assembly
deferred action on two opposing bills. This

year, we are expecting another wetlands-
uasmahn il { ly simitarto lastyear's SB
2187) to be dratted by the Tennessee Famm
Bureau, the primary wellands-drainage
proponent. The bill will probably attempt o
exempt certain wetlands Iromihe provisions of
the Tennescee Water Control Act.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: (a) Wiite o your State
Senator and Representative (see Political
aum for @dresses) to inform them about the

‘of welands, and o uige them 1o oppose
Me Fem Burnus ‘wetlands-destruclion’ bill,
Aiso, or aemalively, (b} ask us (address on p.1)
fora copy of a petillon that describes wetland
values, collect signatures on this petition, and
send it on 1o your state legisfators.

to convert raflroad erack to trall
A 14-mile railroad line between Crossville
and Crab Orchard is being abandoned by
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Southem Raitway. Raikoad ties and tiack wil be
removed, and the company is in process of
appraising_the value of the righ-of-way.
Attomey Richard Evans, Kingston, s attempt-
ing to oblain support lor comversion of the right-
of-wayintoa trallforhkers, mountain biers and
horseback riders. Questions: (a) is the Raitway
willng to sell 1o the State? and (b) is the State
interesled In buying? To achievethe latter will
obviously require some urging. If you are
intorestedinhelping, contact Richard K. Evans,
1000 Brentwood Way, Sulte 200, POBox 777,
Kingston, TN 37763, Ph. 615.376:5353.

Changes In State gervonent
Conservalion Commission Ebert Gill plzns not
to serve for McWherler’s second tem.

According to one report, Gov. McWherter will

ask the General Assembly to spii the current

Dept of Health and Environment (DHE) into a

Dept of Public Health and a Dept of

Environment.  He hias for some time considered

DHE to be too large, and the Dept has been
with i r i

fo
related permits. Another source has since
denied that all this will come about. We suggest
ich the papers to see what happens.

OSM plans stronger environmental
conprols for Tennessee coal

The Otfice of Suriace Mining, which en-
forces Tennessee's federal peogram, recently
stated that a gradual decreasein viofations has
treed inspectors for other work.  As a resul, the
Knoxville office of OSM is planning
improvements in_environmental protection.

ich as continuous monitoring of mines foracid
drainage (inaddtionto pre-parmit testing ol soil
samplas)and forlandsids potental. n addiion,

OSM will oblain multiple expert opinions_on
mining and reclamation pians. -- The
Tennessee Coal Association hes complained
inat these new procedures consifute delaying
factics lor parmitting m

Rew faces in the State legislanse
There will be 28 new fegislators in the
Tennessee General Assembly in 1991; 15
incumbents were defeat those not
returning _are Soveral that hag good
environmentast records, such as Chris Tumer
and Pam Gaia, both of Memphis, and Bill Owen
of Knoxville. There will be a new Speaker of the
House (probably Jimmy Naleh), and a new
Majority Leader (probably Bill Purcell, who has a
j00d environmental record). tn the Senate,
John Wilder will remain as Speaker. Commifiee
assignements wil be made later this month.



Look for your TCWP Poltical Guide, which will
be mailed as soon as we have that iformation

ZQABs
Local Environmenlal Quality Advisory
Boards in Terviessee, with Oak Ridge's EQAB
for an example, have been nominated for a
Renew America project that Idantities,
promoles, and rewards successiul environ-
mental programs nationwide. For turther info,
contact Jim Harless, Municipal Technical
Advisory Service, U.T., 600 Henley Street,
Sulte 120, Knoxviile, TN 37996-4105

6. CHFROGFE NATIONAL FOREST
CAPSULES

Charvkee Forest Volces sy alert
Cherokee Forest Voices (CFV), consisting
otrepresemtatives of several groups (including
TCWP), was formed after the seftiement of the
Cherokee Fores! Plan Appeal to monitor
complance withthePianand lo work towardan
orientation in the
ot the Charokee. There have been successss
as wall as problems. FV is awailng a
Gociion iromthaGhialol 1 Foroet Sonice on
the remaining issues of the Cherokee Appeal:
biological divelsity, below-cost timbersales, and
CFV will atso monitor and in-
development of management plans
tor Wildemess Areas within the Clieiokes, and
will work for protection of other speciat areas
There is also a need to find vorteers uhio wia
review compartment pians (see 158).

'?

CFV will hokd a one-day planning session
on FebauanyS. I you aroinerestedin atiending
or in working on CFV i act Hugh
Irwin, 3200 Haggard Drive, Knoeuie, TN
37917, Ph. 522-3093.

Cherokee NF {nvites review of compart-
ment plans

A considerable number of plans will be
foniulated by the Cherokee NF during FY
1991. These plans are for individual cornpart-
ments  within individual ranger districts
{Hiwassee, Nolichucky, Ocoee. Tellico, Unaka,
and Watauga), and they conlain specilics on
proposed timber harvests and road con-
struction. The plans are slated to be
implamented between FYs 1992 and 1995, but
the public commeni deadline for most s quite
800N, and for many i has passed.

[] youae willng 1o review any of the plans
contact Cherokee NF (POBox 2010,
cwvmm TN 37320) lor addresses of the
ranger districts. Also, notify Hugh lmwin (see
45A, above).
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6. TVA CAPSULES

* The entire Tennessee Congressional dele-
gation recentfy wrote 10 Pres. Bush opposing
ah increase inhydmelectiic ratesfor TVA. OMB
had asked DOE fo fequire public power
agencies fo boost thelr hydroelectric rates fo
market levels in an etorl to end federal
subsidies. Hydroelectric generation provides
about 20% of TVA's power. TVA's pos
program pays foritsall and is not subsiized

« TVA was one of 6 federal agencies recently
hanored by Trout Unlinited (TU) for making a
public commitment to improving America's
fisheries. Among TVA activities of paricular
inferest to TU have been the agency's efiorts to
increase dissolved-oxygen content and
increase minimum flowbelow Noris and Tims
Ford Dams. These achievements were the
fesut of aninltiative by David Freeman whenhe
was TVA chairman during the Carler
Administration.

7. THE 101st CONGRESS: WRAP-UP

Here Is the good news
A Clean Atr Act

Passage of the comprehensive Clean Air

Act was probablythe mos! significant achieve-

ment of the 101st Congress (see NL179 178)

Despite he tramendous gains made (especiaily

with respect to acid-fraln control), several

im||alivos tol by the waysds. Eg. a ibuster

weslem senators killeda provision

to redu:e vuslmlxy inpairing air pollution over

farks and wildereness areas. EPA is directed
merelyto study the visibikty problem.

B. End ¢f a decadelong fight over the Tongass
NF

The Tongass NF in southeastem Alaska.
the last targely infact rain forest in thetemperale
zone, has for a decade been sublac! to
excessive cutling_mandated by a 1980
(NL174 $8D; NL175 {6C). Al kong last, con
gress agreed on a compromise that (a) drops
the automatic annual $40 M appropriation for
timber operations, (b) ends the requirement
that the USFS sell 450 miilion board feet
annually [but the Forest mus! supply enough
tiner to meet local "market demand’], (c)
modifies [but, alas, does not end] a 50-year
swegthear | comdrac! with two farge Pulp mils, (d)
designales 296,000 acres of wilderness, (e)
bars_commercial logging In an additional
723,000 acres [which are, however, still open to
mining and other usas], and (1) establishes a
100--wide bufier along mmr salmon streams
where timber cutting is barred



National Wdlife Refuge ANWR)
Just one day efter lraq Invaded Kuwait,
Sen. Murkowski (R-Alaska) attached an
amendment to the Defense Authorization bili
that would empower the President to hypass
laws Wke the Endar\gnad Species Act
National Environmenta Poicy Act any nme |hs
amount of foreign ofl lno USA consumes
anceeds & certain (easily reached) linil, and to
a "scheduleof leasing® that opens
up tracts In (hl orderof their ol & gas potential
(Nun 46A). This provision was obviously
aimed al ANWR. The Murkowski amendment
lortunatelydid not make il through conterence
comwmines, but a similaronsiaughtonANWRis
expectedearty in 1991.

National Park Service

The Vento bill was passed that requires
NPS to prepare a report every three years on
the needs of each unit of the System in areas
such as land acquisilion, resource manage-
ment, interpretation. eic. Within the next year,
NPS inust also prepare a set of criteia for
evahuaing effects of park boundary changes,
inchidifig cost, impact on focal communities, elc:
(this, in lieu of the badly-needed boundar)
Siudies per s6).  Congless boosted NPS
funding for FY91 by $320 M over the Admini-
suration's recommendation

Natlonal Park Sis%em additions

A new sile was created. Pelroglyph
National Monument near Albuquenque. Ever-
glades National Park was expanded by the
addition of 108,000 acres of wetlands. Pecos
NatlMonument in NM was expar
and renamed. Several Historical anc Mllllaly

Wi & Scenic Rive's Sis%on gains

About 87 miles were added 1o the system
on riversin NM, WY, and CA, but attempts tailed
to give Scenic River designation fo 76 miles of
the Niobrara in Nebraska. 232 miles were
desngnamd for sluﬂy on rivers in FL, GA, NC,
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Farm Bill has good environmental
Sare

Congress increased wetlands protection
by denying subsidies to farmers who destroy
wellands. Additionally, under l new long-term
wetlands easement program, the govemment
will pay farmers for setting aside high-quality

from o . The bill also
ing aseitance o farmers to
implementwaler.quality-protection programs,

Nationa) Bwiranmental Education Act

Modeled after a sirnilarmeasure enacted in
the early 1970s but repealed in 181, this Act
sets up an Office of Environmental Education
within the EPA, authorizes up to $5 M annually
forgranisto scliool systems and $7 M annually
for teacher training and curviculum assistance,
diracts natural resource agencies to Creale 300
intemships per year, and sets up a foundation
% solicit donations.

Other successes

The overall national timber cut for 1991 was set
at 9.3 bilion board feet (bbf), a decreaseol 17%
trom the 11.2 bbl in 1990.

The Packwood amendment that would have
greatlyweakened the End angered Spacies Act
and increased the logging of ancient forests
{00 NLI79 17A) was coleated, with both
ans. Gore and Sasser voting against it. They
deserve your thanks. (Note that this success
was merely a maintenance of the status quo.)

Abillwas passed that greatly lirits the exportot

raw logs cut on federaland state lands inPacific-
Coast states (NL179 ¥7A). Thiswill heip reduce
timber demands on ancient forests and will
increase employment in local rrills.

A new American Conservation Corps was
created to enhance habitat and rscraawn on
public lands. Authorization: $17 F
rising to $32 milion for FY93. F\mmg isto bs
lo sfales and non-prolits who

iH, a0d M;
Wr the NPS Rlvsrs an\1 Trails program, and for
#Aver studies by NPS, USFS, and BIM..

New wildemess areas were designated in
AZ, &L, ME, and NV, but atlempts to designate
wilderness areas in iD, MT, UT, CO, CA, and NC
were put on hold, et least temporarily. A major
onstaught by Sen. McClure on the Wiklemess
Act liselt (NL176 17) fortunately fafled. McClure
retired et the end of the session.

provide a 25% match.

Oil-gpill iegistation was passed that dramatically
increases penallies for spillers as well as their
abilty for damages (NL178 198)

Congress voted a one-ygar oll-dilling ban on
Outer Continental Shelt areas additional to
those already protected by the Bush
moratoriumot last summer.

The BidervBoxer bill that sets standards for
tuna-caniabeling was passed (see NL177 §8C;
NL179 §7F).



And now for the bed news.
L fue)

The country has recentty baen gaing in
the wrong direction on fuel efficiency: tha
average miles per gation tor cars sold in 1988
wes 28.8, but that for cars soid in 1990 was only
275, A 8t by Son. Bryan would have oy
the “Corporate Average Fuel Economy” (CAFE)
10 be Increasad to 40 mpg by Iha year 2005 (an
achievement thal is lechnologically leasible
@even now). This would have saved 40% of the
amaunt of olf we currently imponl (NL179 §68).
Despi i from (he majority otiha Senate
(Sen. Gore was a strong advocale, but Sen.
Sasser an opponerd), the Bryan was hated
by a fiibuster. The bill will be reinfroduced, sol
is important to inform both Senators of your
suppori for strong fuel-etliciency fegistation
and of your feelings on how they voted on this
Issuein 1990

No reform et of the 1872 Mining Law
Under this law, which is sfill in affectfor ali

“hardrock® minerals, anyone who discovers a
“valuable mineral” on most public 1ands hasan

automalic right to mine it, pays no royatty 10 the
government, and is under no_obligation to
festore the land (NL178 §8B). Two bilis were
introduced to reform this aw and aimos{ made
Sens. Gore and Sasser balh voled for both m
the reform bitls, and Sasser was a co-SPoNso!
oneof tham.

{farnio Desert
The Cranston-Levine bil that would have
protected the fragile Cakforma deserl and would
have designated 4.5 milion acres
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ovnr| million acres. Another 15-16 million
, however, are stil af the mercy of day-to
day Fores! Service decisions. The Forest

rvica has written & draft management plan
that calis for clear-aAtbing 420 million board feet
(mbt) of Tongass Simber annually, lar exceeding
recent rates, which have peaked at 377 mbl
Clearcuts are proposed for some of the best
wildile habitat in the Tongass, and some of the
richest salmon streams would be impacted
This dralt plan. if approved, would govern
Tongass management for the next 10-15 years.
Therefore, it is terribly important that it be
modified.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Without delay. wiite to
oppose the agency's *praferred alleralive”
and fo support Alternative A, which proposes
the strongest protection. Address: Mike
Barton, Regional Forester, US Forest Service,
POBox 21628, Juneau, Alaska 99802,

returns

Etection results were a very mixed bag for
anvironmentat candidates. For us, locally, who
have so long been hoping for a Smokies
wildarness bill, the news was all bad: Harvey
Gantt failed o unseat Sen. Jesse Heims; -m
Rep. Jamie Clarke (NC, 1th Distr) wert dowr
defeat. B 3 aisonore wasihe 1arests
deleat Senators Hatlield (R-OR), Helin (D-AL),
Gramm (R-TX), and McCanneil (R-KY). In each
casa. the pro-anvironment challengers were
clearly outspent by industry-backed
i -+ However,
incumbants who were vulnerable putted
through successtully; and £ number of pro-

was deadlocked as a result of oppositon by
Sen. (now Govemor) Pete Wilson.

Other lnittatives that failed
The American Heritage Trust Act, which would
heva provided an increasad capablkty for
parks and open
acquisition
Abil lo restructure NPS so as to make it more
nt of political interference

A bill to grant EPAcabinel status

An attampt 1o ﬂn:vusema Forest Service
roads budget by

8. OTHER NATIONAL NEWS

Tongass still neads help

Despite passage of reform legistation (see
478, above), the magnilicent Tongass, the
largestremaining (emperata-zone rain forest, is
still in trouble. The relorm iegislation gave
protected status ofone form or another 1o e fittla

mast notably Paul
Welistone in MN and Mike Kopetski in OR)
managed b disiodge anti-environment
incumbents.

eryone knows. of course, that Big
Greenlosimn Calilomia, and that the Adirondack
bond issue lost (though oniy barely) in New
York.  But he media made little of
environmental initiativesin other states, many of
which passed. Among these were creation of
the Arizona Herilage Fund, band issues for
conservation acquisitions in Florida, a
Conshutionat amepdmant n Minnasota inat
dedicates 40% of lotlary proceads!o the sfate's
Natural Rosources Tiuet and a bond issu for
parks, wikikte, and land prolection in Nevada.

The 1990 National Environmental
Saorecowrd

The League of Conservation Voters
recently issued this scorecard based on 12
Senate and 8 House votes. Here is how the
Tennessee delegation scored (compared with
scores forprecaedingyears):



YEAR. 90 B B8
Gore 2 100 50
Sasser ] 80 0
Oullen(R-1) 13 0 i
Duncan(R-2) 38 2 -
Uoyd(D-3) & 40 %

(04 7 80 7
Corant (D5) s 50 50
Gordon(D6) 75 90 &
Sundqus (R-7) 38 20 19
Taer (08) % & -
Ford(D-9) ) 80 50

Tennessee's average 1990 Senate score of

75% compareswellwiththe natiomwide average

M 49%, and with the southeast average of

Owaverage House score is the same as.

Ihe nationwide average —54%. Aty memberol

* the delegation who scored 75% or higher
deserves our commendation

D. An@wad trend.fortheLWCF?

The Land & Water Conservation Fund,
derived from royalies paid to the government
for ofishora oil & gas leases. constitutes the
money avaliable forpurchaseso! public lands.
However,eversincethe advent of the Reagan
Administeation, the actual appropriations under
the LWCF have been only a fraclion of the
authorized potential. and the state-and-local
poition of the appropriations has shrunk to
next-to-nothing (see Figure. below)

Land and Water Conservation Fund

Appropriations: FY 1965 - FY 1990
ton Dolurs

Fiacal Year
= Authortzad Funding IR Federal Porton N Stae Grants
S Mo Pk Bories

Not onfyare appropriations way belowthe oll &
gas revenues, bul the latter are seriously
minimized, accordingtoa recent Congressional
study. This study showed that (a) the oil
companles under-repoit theirtakings. and (b)
duelo lax dmiristration, royalies amounting 1o
over $400 M annually go uncoflected.
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The good news has been Ihe recent upward
trend in appropriated land-acquisition monies
{recall howeer that we strted from whal was

i w). Figures areln thousands

of$s.

FY  FY®  FY91
NPS 526 875 1036
FWS 575 740 1006
USFS 642 634 887
BLM 123 126 156
States 67 165 298

Reryrle facts

(Adapted from the Tenn Envil Education
Newsletter, Fall 1990) The quantities being
comparedare 1tonin each case.

Rew Recycled

PAPER

Requires: 17 rees O1trees
24,000 galwaler  10.080gat
28MBlusenergy  20M Bius

Releases:  1255bsCO; 89010sCO,

Disposal:  1.5cuydlandil 0 'space

ALUMINUM

Requires.  4.5tons bauxite Oons
1000 ks Petr.Coke  Otbons
200MBlusenergy 10 MBlus

Releases:  2900s Ct 1450sCOz

GLASS

Requires: 1330 Ibs sand Nosad
15.2M Blusenergy  2.3M Blus

Releases: 441 Ibs CO? 103 IbsCO2

Government mus! encourage energy
conservation

There is e slrong connection between
saving energy and protecting the natural
environment. Currently, energy consumption
biings with it stipmining for coal, oil umumg in
fragile areas, and emissions of CO2,
NOxs that increase the Gr
produce acidiain, and inpairvi

For a while, the USA did quite well on
conserving energy. Batween 1973 and 1986,
though the gross national product grew by
35%, Ihere was no increase In annual energy
use, and actually a 2.3% decline in CO2
emissions. Then, In the next 4 years, ent
use increased by9.5%,and COzermissions by
9% Duiing that period, also, inwors of OPEC
oilimorethan doubled.



in his tak at the Dec.12 TCWP meeting,
Eric Hirst madethepoint that the polentiaifor
Increasing energy efliciency (which the public
supports) wil not be Implemented without
n. For exampie, DOE could
expand R&D on new energy-saving
technologles, work with states on building
standards, collect Informelion on energy use
{8nd not just on supply), end educate the
public. Administration loadership mooth
the way 1o energy-saving legistation, though
this sometimes gels enacled even without
Adminiiration support; e.g. the National
Apglunea Energy Efficiency Act was passed
abr an infial Roagan vato in 1987, and has
llrsady uvoa the nnval-m of 35 larga coal
fired steam plants. What needs o be done via
legislationistoupgrade o(limncy standards for
motor vehicles and for ings, 10 increase
investment in mass mnsn and 1o require
utilities to weigh the economic and
environmental costs of new energy production
against costs of efficiency end renewable
aftematives.

8. OAK RIDGE GREENBELT

In September, Ronald Asher (Ridge Realty)
submitted a request 1o the Oak Ridge Regional
Planning Commission for the annexation of a 49-acre
strip for a 52-house subdivision noith of the City
boundary, and bordered by North tiinois Ave
(Highway 82) in the northeast and ReservoirRoad in
the wast. It soon became apparent that the
requested parcel was separated irom the inhabited
pait of the City by a portion ot the Northern
Greenbet within which lies the Noith Ridge Trail.
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paving of subdivision streets, police and fire
protection. etc.

Quite a number of TCWP members and other
citizens attended the Nov. 19 Councll meeting and
expreased these CoNcems as wellas others. For
exavwla it was wlrlld out by many area residents

ihat the new intersaction Detween Reservoir Rd and
Wosl Outer Drive would be in a very bad location
from the point of view of Ireffic safety. Others
menlioned thet a huge powerline would cross the
annexed parcel and Might present efectromagnetic
health hazards 1o residents. [Whether this is the
case or not, we calculate that the powerkne right-of-
way would signlficantly decrease the number ot
homes that could be constructed on the parcel, thus
uau.nlmmw tax mv]ﬂlns and hmn r Increasing

Still

msuom of adding $250,000 nomos onthe peiiphery
of the City when no money was being spent to
rehabilitate the okd neighborhoods in the center.
view of the clear opposition, the developer withrew
his request for a first reading of the annexation
ordinance and said he would bring the matterup ata
future Councit meeting, atwhich time he would have
more facts.

The matler came up before the Dec.6 EQAB
meeting, but action was postponed, panding more
factal information. In response toa question, Asher
stated that he would not develop the parcet (which
he has not yet purchased) unless it was antiexed
andhewas alowed 1o crossthe greenbell

Though many individual TCWP members have
several of the concems that were brought up et the
Nov.19 City Council meeting, TCWP as_an
must restrict itself to the greenbeit

Asher requested to crass with a sewer
line.

On October 25, the Planning Commission, on
recommendation of City staft, voted unanimousfy to
recommernd annexaton of the parcelas well as of the
light-of-way alang Reservoir Road (presently only a
;uat‘l;:'lrﬂ) which would become the access o the

Prior to the City Coundil meeting of November
19, 8t which lhu First Raading of the annexalion
odnance was 1o be acted on, we obtained the City-
stalt analysis i anticipated coNsequences of thie
n. This cortained some very Interesting
\nformution. For example, manw:slouluuﬂvo
would be increased by 50%: 520 s por
be dded tothe current 1050 rips. e amvxa(u)n
would be & net financial loss to the City; m
diferantial betwsan ew City taxes 15 10
the City was expected to be aboul $2500 annually,
but even this was presumably an underestimate
since It cidnot include costs such as the eventual re.

issue. On January 3, al the developers request,
four TCWP Board members (Adler, Coutant,
Cunningham, and Russell) met with Ridge Realty
management. We expressed ourselves opposed to
traversing the greenbelt with a sewer kne because
we feel that this would set a dangerous precedent
tor invading the Northem Greenben eisewhere. The
Ashers have alealing that running the sewer kne on
atemali've routes (up Highway 62. o up Reservoir
Rd) would be prohibilive, but they have not
generated any actual estimates of the cost (could it

recouped by a skght increase in the piice per
Iot?). They also have not so tar drawn up the intemal
plans for the proposed subdivision. how many
houses would there actualty be? and how close to
Ih: q,luerlbell, which, in one section, is only 200 t
wide?

WHAT YOU CAN DO:. Pisase keep Informed on
and involved n I 100, The qreonball is a major
1actor in making this a wonderful city. Call Maureen
Cunningham (433 (5312 or $76.58%6) or Lily Rose
Claibome (483-3250) fo say you want to piay @ fole.



Planto atiend the January 28 City Councll meeting
fo voice your opinion. If you can' attend, call as

f8 as you can prior 1o the
meeting (mmnncnycmkuz 8311 for a kst oftheir
names and phone numbers).

10. TCWP NEWS

A. 1690 in reste>
The year pastwas a highly successfulone
for TCWP. A very abbreviated list of our major
achievermnents follows.

+ Attong last, we won on our petiion to have the

ivately-owned valiey adjacent to Frozen Head

State Park designaled unsuitable for surace
‘coalmining.

+ Atlong last,we broke the impasse thathadtor
years prevented the completion of land
acquisition for the Big South Fork NRRA and
had brought imminent threat of adverse
development: a bill was passed to transfer
jurisdicionto NPS.

+ Wegot the lirst post-transfer appopriation ($1
million) for buying the remaning BSFNRRA
lands; we also secured increased fundingfor
NPS administration (0 help get the work dane.

» We starsd a major elfort for a statewide rivers
assessment and secured a $30.000 challenge
grant to stimulate other suppost for this
program.

* We woiked|lo revitalize the State Scenic Rivers
program and secured a seed grant tor
producing a brochure.

* We workedto get land acquisition cranked up
for the Obed. (The Obed should gel much
more ofour attention in 1991.)

+ The Cedar Barrens fence was completed from
moneywe had collected or soliciled, crowning
oureariier victory in saviig this registeredState
Natural Area from development.

+ We organized a March for Parks evenl and
collected money for water-quality monitoring
oquipment for the BSFNRRA.

+ We pastidpaed in Forest Voices (which keeps
an eye on the Cherokee NF), lent support 1o
aremptstoprotectthe state’s natural lands and
waters, warded off certain development
pressures for the BSF. and mainlained the
North Ridgeand Whites Creek Trais.

B.
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statement nous Pol ttical Guide laser

A statement for you 1991 dues is

ed.  Your prompt payment saves us a

great deal of etfort and money. Dontset the
statemert aside.

We had intended aleo 0 anciosathe1991
POLITICAL GUIDE whichis being assembied by
Lynn Wiight However,the Tanviessee General
Assembly has not yel met for its committee
assignments.  Oftice epace and phone

Rombers have also nol yet been assigned. We
hops to mai you the Pollica Gulda falr tis
ro the session proper starts. Save

itina placewhers it wilbe ssosb i loyoulll

of TCWP. Dec.12
About 35-40 members attended our
meeting on Dec.12 and greatly enjoyed a highly
informative talk by Or. Efic Hifst on eneigy
consarvation and its implications ({8F. above).
Since (his also had to double as our Annual
Meeting (see NL179 3A), we heard shor
summarles of our year's achievements (see
{10A.above) andof the state olourtreasury,as
well as electing the 1991 Board (see §10D.
below). Finally, we enjoyed a variely o home.
made bakeries

TCWPs 1991 Board and Nominating

President:  Martha Kelelle
Vice Pres..  Maureen Cumingnam
Secretary:  LouiseMarl
Tressurer  Charoskiasonde
Directors:  DavidAdler
Dick Ambrose
Judith Bartiow
ChuckCoutanl
Luxmoore
Neif McBride
Lee Russell

[Thisis the first time in TCWP's 25-year history
that he entire board was reelected. No ant:
incumbency mood here']

Nominating committee: Sylvia Hubbell
KarsinFinkel
Webb Van Wirkle

Volunteers

We are grateful to the following who
asserbled NL 179. Dorls Adier, Dick Ambrose.
Frank andMary Henstey, Miam and Francois
Kertesz, Charies Kiabunde, and Henri and
Bettie Levy.



11. ACTIVITIES, ORGANIZATIONS
READING MATTER

Feb. 15-17, Southeast Public Lands
Conderence, Dauphin Istand (near Mobile), AL,
Iplnly sponsorad by Sierra Ciub, Widaress
Soc., and Audubon. Contact Wanda Setlers
Blem Club SE Offcs. 864 Walsgaiver R,

- Knoxville 379°

March 13, Workshop on Environmenta)
Education and the Arts, $65 incl. meals &
lodging, Gt Smoky Mtns Inst at Tremont,
RL1, Box 81, Townsend, TN 37882; 615-448-
6709.

March through September 1991, 10-07 17-day
pariicipations in volunleer research on the
turtles of Tortuguero (Costa Rica). Coordinated
E{ Massachuselts Audubon Soc., Natural

dstory Travel.Lincoln WA 01773 800.285-

une 7.8 and o, Appalachian Region Forestly
Workshop at Holiins College. Roanoke,
sponsored by the Sierra Chib's Appal. Raglonal
Coord. Committee. _Contact Hugh Irwin,
Knoxville, 615-522-3083.

«ue24-30, Jily15-21, Natralist andEducator
Weeks, $170 each week, incl. meals & kodging,
Gt Smoky Mtns Inst at Tremonl, RI.1, Box 81,
Townsend, TN 37882; 615- 448-6709

1991 Audubon Ecotogy Workshops will be
held in SFlorida. Yellowslone, Costa Rica,
Trinidad, etc, etc. For brochure, wrile
Audubon Ecoiogy Camps and Workshops,
DepiA, 613 Riversvile Rd., Greerwich, Conn.
06831, 203-869-2017.

The Southern Appalachian Hightands
) i
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iike the olhevs (the Big South Fork and the
South Cumbetland guides) is avaiiable in area
bookslms for $9.64 (incltax), or from Laurel
Place, POBox 3001P, Noriis, TN 37828, for
$10.79 (incl.shipping).

Economic impacts of Protecting Aivers. Trails,
and Greenway Corridors is a 130-page
publication by the NPS’ Rivers and Trais
Conservation Assistance Program that
neficia |impacts in delailand ofers
modls for analysing the economics of a
greenway project. Free; call 415-556.5751

rways for America, by Charles Llllle offers
gumm:e 1o individuals who are looking for
effective ways lo preserve nalural wildlife
migration corridors, protect scenic routes from
development, and provide pailis for recreation
(237 pp., 44 photos, 16 maps). $22.95 from
«Johns Hopkins Univ Press, 701 W 40th, Suite
275, Battimore, MD 21211

The Audubon Sancluary Directory ksts and
describes about 250 wildlife sanctuaries
throughout the USA that are owned and/or
managed by the Natl Audubon Soc or its
chaplers for wildiife habitat, recreation, or
environmental education. Sanctuaries range
Irom1/8 acre to 23,000acres. $10 (including
smppmg) lmm Sanctuary Dept, Nall Audubon

t Comwall Rd. Sharon, Conn.

06069

Wild by Law is a large-format book of superb
photograpts of places that were saved by the
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund. The text
recounls landmark cases in environmental law.
$39.95 trom SCLDF, 2044 Fillmore Street, San
Francisco,CA 94115.9971

Word Wll:h Magazine comes from the
at World Watch (Lester R. Brown,

smoy AMuray Moot Funiio hoorStan
for his dedication in saving the Highlands of
Roan. During Stan's felime, 14,500 acres
were put under prol The Fund will be
Used o puchase 3 377-acre tracl on Housion
Ridge. Contacl SAHC, POBox 4092 CRS,
Johnson City, TN 37602.

Russ Manning and Soncra amioson have

recently published Historic Knoxvile a

County, a walking and touring gulde o

City's Blcentennial celebration In 1991. The
256-page pocket-sized book Quides the reader

through the city center, nolghbomoods. and

pake.of Kol and the back f

Courty. This is the third Tag-Along Sook anc,

Pres.). Its arm is "to reverse the trends of
environmental  degradation that are
undermining the future.” $13 per year (6
issues, no advertising) from World Watch,
POBox 6991, Syracuse, NY 13217-994

The Earth Care Annual 1991 promises
“inspiring Solutions %o help you transtorm your
own concern for the piight of the earth into
positive action” rom Rodale Libraries,
POBox 10250, Das Moinas, 1A 50360-0250,







