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12. ACTION SUMMARY

iNo/ Issue Contact "Message!" or Action
1A |Big S. Fork Sens. Sasser, Gore: “Thanks for enacting transfer and
Rep. Cooper appropriation!"
3C [Tenn. wetlands State legislators "Oppose wetlands-dsalning bsllt"
3D | Water Qual. Contol @card | Gov. McWherter “Appoint Ray Noriis as conservation rep!"
4A | Cherokee Natl Farest Gov. McWerter and Do not spend $8 for destructive road access to
Sen. Sasser Oxoee Riverd”
Alternatives to ol Paes. Bush "Lead countsy in reducing oll consumpton!”
development in fragtle Sen. Gore “Thanks for support of Biyan bill; persevere!
areas Sen. Sasser “Sorty you opposed Bryan Bll;
eh our ming!”
US Rep “Co-sponsor bill to save auto fuelt”
7A | Anctent Forests Sen. Gore "Thanks for support 1"
US Rep and Sens “Support Ancient Forest Protection bill!"
7C [ wildufe Refuges Fish & Wiidilfe Serv. | “Put me on maling list for workshops!"
USRep “Support Studds’ or similar Wildlife Refuge
protectionbilll*
7D | Cosps of Enginees land Asst. Sec. of Army Do not seli or develop Corps’ recreation lands!"
US Rep and Sens. Send Coples
7F | Dolphin-safe tuna US Senators. “Supvort international ban on driftnets!"
8A | Oak Ridge greenbelt City Counctl “Do 110t let annexation disrupt integrity of the
‘meeting Nov. 19 grenbeltr -
SB. | Olwver Springs landfill Anderson Cy Comumrs. | "Resist pressure for out-of-court settlement!’
Cov. McWherter “Issue Exec. Order to stop destruction of State
Tranr"
9A | TCWP meeting Dec. 12, 6:30 pm Atlend and bring friends
1 |Bigs. Fork: TCWP Volunteer for one or more of these activities
3A | State Scenic Rwers.
9B | TCWP's anniversary

Senator John Doe
United States Senate
Washingt 205!

on, DC 20510

Dear Senator Doe
Sincerely yours,

Tocalla

The Hon. John Doe

Governor Ned McWherter

U.S. House of Representatives State Caplitol

Washington. DC 20515

Nashville, TN 37219

Dear Congressman/woman Doe Dear Gov. McWherter

Sincerely yours,

or Senator, dial Ci

Respectfully yours,

(202} 224-3121

To find out about the status of federal bills. call (202) 2251772



1. BIG 60UTH FORK LAND ACQUISITION NOW
POSSIELE

A Hﬂbpnslnlrﬂnsf B&FNRRA from Corps to
NPS and to appropriate funds for acqulsition
twasa il nangerihallookust e veryrast
dayot the Congressional session, but Ihefongand
complicated struggle 1o make possible the
completion of land acquisition for the BSFNARA
has ended in success. Senators Sasser and Gore,
and Congressmen Cooper and Rogers (Kentucky)
i liS sUCCess il

BACKGROUND In order 10 coinplete the land

ig
South Fork NRRA i wat necessary thal contro of
the Area be transferred from the Corps of
Enginoers (CoE) fo he National Park Senico (NPS)
(see NL177 §1A for details). Administrative ranster
(which is provided tor by Ihe 1974 authorizing
legisiation, and which both parties have signed off
on) was insufficient by itselt 1o permit fand
acquisition by NPS since the authorizing Act (which
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Gore and Sasser finally managed1o get a Senate bill
passed onthe very last day of the session.

Inthe meantime, Sen. Sasser had managed to
inctude in the Interior Appropriation bill some
FY1991 funding thatwas contingent on the transter
bil's passage. The sum was somewhat decreased

uringthe course of the budget negotiations. and
ended upas follows: $1 milliontor land acquisition,
0.5 M add-on for NPS operations in the
BSFNRRA and $0.5 M tor the infrastruclure for the
Kentucky lodge (Rep. Roger's had already passed
this in Ihe House). The operations add-on is very
important, nol only because NPS will have 1o
perform some of the functions previously
performed by the Corps, but because land
acquisition has 1o be preceded by a Land
Protection Plan that must now be generated by
NPS as quickly as possible.

JOBS FOR THE FUTURE: We must now
supporINPS in the speedy generation of the Land
Prolection Plan, and we must have input into this
pian, :,ance“ will develﬂp acquisition pmmesas well

S (e.g..

had envisioned completion ot lhe Area by the CoE)
prohibited the use of Land & r

Fund money, the NPS' sole souvce of acquisition
funds. Therefore a legislative transfer was also
needed.

RECENT EVENTS: The strategy decided on
earlier his year was fo add fransfer language
{(drafled by NPS, with input from us) as an

1heO&W, see 1\5) We must alsobenm eaviy inthe
next session 1o generate support for additional
appropriations for land acquisition: the present $3
M, while providing an imponant toot in the door,
represents only a fraction of what will be needed.
Finally, because the total acquisition wil sl take
some lime, we may have 1o work wih The Nature
thatareina

amendment 1o Ihis year's Water
Development Act. (the fatest in a seriesot biennial
authorizations forCoE navigation and flood-control
projects).  This, in fact, occurred ir, the House;
however Ihe Senate bill was passed without the
BSFNRRA transfer amendment.

posmnmoao pre-acquisitions” of criticatiracs.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: (a) Write to Sens. Sasser
and Gore and lo Rep. Cooper (addresses on p.2)
and ¢ xpress your thanks tor their effors in passing
the transfer legislation and securing the
Ofter your help 1o TCWP for the

ing proper
jurisdiction then surfaced in the House, Therefore,
in mid-Se ptember, Congressman Cooper decided
10 introduce a free-standing BSF transter bill
(equivalent 1o the WRDA amendment) for
consideration by the Nationat Parks and Public
Lands Subcommittee of the House Interior
Committee. True to Chairman Vento'spromise ol
fast-track consideralion. a hearing was held Sepl.
25, just 6 days affer the bill was introduced.
submitted festimony, as did the Tennessee Sierra
Ctub, the National Parks & Conservation
Association, Reps. Cooper and Rogers, and Ihe
Nationat Paik Service. We are particilarly gratetul to
IPCA, who presented well-researched oral as well
= wmlen lestimony despite being alened by us
days betorethe hearing. The Hﬂuse bill
passm very soon after the hearin coper
having obtained a waiver of wnsdrchon lmm the
Environment & Public Works Committee. In the
Senate, jurisdictional problems became eritical in
view of the imminence ot adjournment, but Sens.

jobs thatremainto be cone (see above)

Funure of the ORW rightafiay
The 1974 aulhorizing Act provided for a sludy
of, and recommendation for, use of the ailbedof
theformer Oneida & Westem RR (which runs along
Pine Creek and North Whiteoak Creek). Over the
years, the Coips carried out numerous studies. with
recominendalions ranging from bicycte path to
restoration of rail service. Nonewas approved at the
Washington level and forwarded 10 the Congress.
Following another series of more recent hearings
NL{74 §1D) arother recommendation may yet be
forthcoming, but the Park Service is expected 10
provide a position paper that may take a ditferent
pointof view.

Scott County has been pushing for an
automobile road along the whole length of the rignt-
of-way, which il claims 1o own. Recently, Scott



County demolished the atizactive walkway which the
Corps had constructed across the O&W Bridge,
thusagaln making it possible lorcarsto traverse the
bridge. In addition, the county wanisto construct a
new bridge over the North Whiteoak Creek, which
would extend the intrusion of motorized vehicles o
the west side ofthe BSF. We obviously will have a
fot ol work todo on this issue and, as always, will

S welcome volunteers.

2. FROZEN HEAD UFDATE

It's been 8 months since the Oflice o! Surface
Mining (OSM) granted our *522" petition and declared
the 5,250-acte Flat Fork watershed unsuitable for
surface coal-mining operations. Our joy was somewlia
marred when on June 20 {n¢ Emoty River Land Co.
(ERLC), which claims to own coal reserves in the
watershed, appealed OSM's decision 10 the US District
Court, on the grounds thaithe designation consfituted a
“taking without just compensation.” Once again, we tiad
tocallon the setvices of our attorney, CarolNickle, who
on August 31 filed a Motion 1o Dismiss, partly on the
grounds that the ERLC appeal was filed in the wrong

. Subsequently, OSM also asked the Court to
disniss the ERLC complaint ongrounds similar 1o those
presented by us.

On October 15, ERLC asked the Court 1o overule
our Motion to Dismiss. Two weeks earlier, however,
ERLC's aiomey had prisiely appvoached OSM to offer
a deal. Thus, ERLC would "accept the sum ot
$3.722,470 as ... compensal o 1ot soeal senes
In refurn [ERLC] would not challenge the [osM]
Oirector's decision, and the unsuitability designation
would remain in force and in effect. Furtner, [ERLC]
would agree notto seek a change inthe designation in
the future.” OSM's response was essentially 1o ask
ERLC to substantiate the amount of compensation they
requested. We feel it would set a bad precedent for
OSM to compensale ERLC, since it would imply that the
granting of a "522° petition constitutes a “taking."
Another eventuality to be on the lookout for is that the
case may be transierred to Claims Court, where we would
not be a parly unless we intervened. In the meantime,
however, it is comforling 1o know that the OSM decision
onour pelition remains intact.

3. TENNESSEE RIVERS
A. The long road toward implementing the
Tennessee Scenic Rivers Act

it 100k 19 years from passage of the 1968
Tenn Scenic Rivers Act for the Dept of
Conservation to emerge from is state of inaction
and start thinking about ways to protect the
designated rivers. The transformation was brought

about by the State Aftorney General's 1989
Advisory Opinion, which held that the
Commissioner of Conservation has a legal
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responsibilily 10 establish boundary areas along
State Scenic Rivers, and 10 apply ceitain land-use
festrictions within these bnunaanes (NL172 2A).
An extra fillle impetus came from House Joint
Resolution 561, passed tis Spg. wnh requests

onservation (DoC) 1o promulgate
venu\ahons specitying procedures 10 establish
boundaries along scenic rivers, and 1o oulline

including acquisition, zoning, and othert
techniques tor achieving preservation of fiparian
tands within Scenic River Corridors.” HJR 561 also
directs DoC 10 submit the draft regs to the General
Assenbly belore promulgating them.

has been working with defiberation.
During the sumtner, Bob Allen, DoC's Scenic Rivers
Administrator, organized workshops with the Scenic
Rivers Advisory Council and with representatives of
various interestgroups. |was decided that thenext
step “iad tobe betler definitionol the task. Tothis
end, a group is meeting on Nov. 13 1o recelve
advice from a panel of experienced fiver-
preservation experts and1o generale a proposal 1o
take 10 the public. DoCwill subsequently schedule
public listening sessions, probably in parts of the

where there has been prior management
experience and landowner contact (Hatchie,
Hiwassee, Harpeth Rivers).

Thetype of public pariicipation effort that isin
the offing has the potentialfor building a grassroots
constituency for the Tennessee Scenic_ Rivers
porgram.With this in mind, TCWP exec director,
Jenn, Freeman, applied 1o the National Rivers
Coalifion for a seedgrantto produce a Tennessee
rvers biocture (NL177 §2C). - The §1.000 grant
(financed by REI) is being supplemented by
another $1,000, contributed jointly by TCWP and

TSRA ($500 each), and the brochure is now welion
itsway toward cotripletion.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: We need more of you 1o
volunteer 10 get brochures distributed to
appropriate fecipients and 1o perform other
educational services. Contact us (address on p.1);
and thanks to those of you who have already
offered 10 hetp.

B. Rivers assessment: we submit proposal for
foundation grant
The designated State Scenic Rivers represent
but a small proportion of Tenniessee's rivers that are
‘potertially worlhy of some form of protection. To
provide a better ilea of opportunities. needs, and
problems will require an assessment of allrivers in
the state. However, State government has not
provided funds for such a project. Therelore, we
decided 1o attempt 1o mave the process forward
with private funding. TCWP'sexec director, Jenny
Freeman, recently succeeded in gefling the



Tennessee Scenic Rivers Assoc (TSRA) 1o agree to
collaborate with TCWP in an eflort to secure
funding.

Thetwo groups have jointly writiena proposal
for a foundation grant 1o support a coordinator
(working for 18 months) and an assistant (working
for 12 months) to generate the assessment.
of the work wouldbe carried out by resource task
groups comprised ot expert volunteers. it is our
hope that the State would at least provide oflice
space, and computer and phone access. The
proposal was submitted 1o a major Tennessee
foundation, which has already exhibited enough
interest 1o arange for meetings with our
reprssen(alwss No decision is expected before

mid-Decet

Another fight looms over Tennessee's
wetlands

Duringthe past 200 y ears, the lower 48 states
have lost an average of 60 acres of wetlands every
hour! Another tight now looms over the fate ofthe
state's wetlands, most of which are in West
Tennessee. Wetlands are_essential to the
environment -- as wildiife habitats, as resuppliers of
ground water, as substrates for valuable hardwood
forests.

The 1990 General Assembly deferred action
on two opposing bills: a wetiands destruction bill

*

A
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Talmadge Crichield, amermber of the ObiovForked
Deer River Basin Authority. OFDRBA's main activity
has been the channelization of rivers,

authority has a fong history of Water Quality Control
Act violations, including wetlands drainagewithout
necessary waler qualty peimits.

By contrast, Ray Norris, a retired Vandeibilt
professor, has for several years been extremely
achve in water-qually issue. He has served as
president of the Tenn Scenic Rivers Assoc. and is
currenlly organizing the lzaak Walton Lea
Save Our Stream Initiative for Tennessee. It should
be otvious which of these two men is the one riore
qualil ed to serve as conservation representative on
the Water Quaity Control Board. Our govemor
needs 10 hear from youl (address onp.2)

4. CHEROKEE NATIONAL FOREST
Damaging road proposed through Cherokee
NF

The Tennessee Dep of Transpartaion (TDoT)
i sing 1o build a potentially very damaging
Tokathroughiie CherokooNF. This 10A0, wheth &
touted as a sder and faster access 1o the Ocoee
River (with its commercial raftIrips) than the present
valley r0ad, US 64, would follow fhe crest o the
mountainsand cut through prime bear habitat. This
pottion of he Cherokee, in facl, is home 10 one of
in East Tennessee, as

(SB 2t87), which would
permits for several types of weliind-draining
activities: and a protection bill (SB 1937/HB 1732),
which would substitute environmentally sensitive
Stream Obstruction Removal Guidelines (SORGS)
for channelization. Both bilis were referrec fo a
study committee, bul the Tennessee Farm Burzau
(the main wetlands-draining proponent) has not
waited until lhe 1991 session to push its case.
Recently , its members met with Gov.
Wesnerter who  expressed considerable partiality
10 their point of view, and who imparled the Wﬂul'
rews that, the Corps of Engineers & removing 0

acres of croplands, nationwide, trom
wellands -protection status.

H will be importar for us {o inform our individual
state legislators (see Poliical Guide) aboutthe value
of wetiands, and 1o urge their opposition 1o the
wetlands-destruction bill

ints wetlands foe so Board
The Tennessee Water Quality Control Board
has one slot for a conservation representative.
Various groups_(including TCWP) have urged
appointment of Dr. Ray Norris, a hluhly quahlled
candidate (see below).  To everyone's
consternation, Gov. McWherter instead appolnl!d

well as 1o tutkey and many species of smaller birds.
The mountain-top roule is environmentally highly
fragit ., especially 50 since the rocks and soils in the
area, whencut through, will probably cause a vely
acidic runvoff. TDoT, which has a distinctly poor
envil ;nmental record -- most recently on the
Foollils Parkway -- will undoubtedly attempt to
make this a fast road, wideand fairly straight, thus
compounding the damage.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Since road proponents
are seeking federal as wel as state funds for this
foad, yau can write both o Gov. WcWherier and
Sen. Sasser telling them why you believe that ng
money should be spent on this project. Addresses
onp2.

Cherokee
A recent

incorporates
new wildemess. Speci

the aviendment adds direction forthe manaqeme

of air resources, threatened and endangered
species, and wildfire. The USFS has slated that the
amendment is not a significant change in the LRMP.
You may obtain a copy from John F. Ramey,
Supervisor, Cherokee NF, POBox 2010,
Cleveland, TN 37320.



+ This year's Cherokee NF Conference will be heid
Dec.1, 8:30- 300, at the UTK Piant Science Bidg on
the A campus. These annual conferences allow
the USFS to report accomplishments, air future
plans, answer question, and discuss issues.
Following an opening session featuring Forest
Supervisor John Ramey and Congressman John
Duncan, Jr., Mike Murphy will discuss monitoring
and evaluation. The rest oftheprogram consists of
presentations by different branches of the NF
{timber, wiidife recreation, etc), a panel of citizens
representing diverse interests. and boothsat which
District plans canbe commented on. Call 476-9729
for further information.

* Kirk Johnson repoits that in the Shawnee NF in
Ninois and the Ouachita NFin Arkansas,

NL179, 11/14/90
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of abandoned sites and to timit the operetor's liability for
any damage caused. Sincere-miningis likelytoincrease
acid mine drainage, such an amendmem could have
donegreat ham (see NL176 §18)

6. PROPOSED HARMFUL OIl. DEVELOPMENTS,
AND HOW TO RENDER THEM UNNECESSARY

A. Oildevelopment pressures. for ow mast fragile
aeas

*Iraq has invaded ANWR [the Arctic National
Wildiife Refuge]* was the apt headiine in a recent
Conservation Fund publication. Oil industry
interests, with Administration backing, areexploiting
our loss of Iragi and Kuwaiti oil to build a national
hysteriain favor of opening up potentialdomesticoil
reserves that are currently off-timits because of

hasbeen vitually stoppedandis beingreplacedby
selective cutling methods andseed-roe harvests.
Kirk urges the Cherokee NF (in Tennessee) to
adopt similar policies. Thiswouldimprove biological
diversity and visual sensitivity aswellas efiminating
below-cost timber sales, hich cast the Cherokee
NF $2,750,000in 1989 alon

* interest is growing In developing the Tennessee
portion of the
Cherokee NF:; the Georgia poriion is Zompiee, See
111 for BMK-Trail-relatedevents.

5. ABANDONED MINE LANDS FUND S
REAUTHORIZED

The Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) fund, which

would have expired in 1992, has now been
reauthorized, tnough not nearly for s long a period as
had been hoped. The bilf that passed the
Ootober 198 would have extendad AML tunding unt
2007; but thebillthat wasfinally enactedbecame par of
the Budgel Reconciliation process, its provisions
deemed 10 contribute to deticit reduction for 3 years
itough 1993)." The provisions of the re.utharzalion
resemole those of the original 1977 Act (SMCAA)
requiring current mining activities topay a reclamauon
fee (35 centson of surface-mined coai, 15 centsftonof
deep-mined coal) into the fund, which is used for
reclamation of mines abandoned prior to 1977. Ol the
monies collected, 50% are retumed to the state where
the current miningwas done (provided that sate has its
own stripmine regulatory program, which Tennessee
does not), and 50% go Into the Secretary’ discretionaly
shareof the AML.

By passing as parf of the budget-reconciliation
package, the AN reathoizalion avoided wriggeringolt
certain threalened attacks on
Wendell Ford had promised to kil any AL ensnsion
unless SMCRA was amended so as to permit (e-mining

Ik in those
quariers of enevgy efficlency or alternative fuel
sources (see 6B

The most dangerous onslaught came from an
amendment atlached to the Defense Auttiorization
bill by Sen. Murkowski (R-Alaska) just one day after
Iraq invaded Kuwaft. Under this amendment, which
fortunately did not make it through conference
commitlee, the President couldbypass laws like the
Endangered Species Act or the National
Environmental Policy Act, and could override any
bans on oit development in Wilderness, Wildlife
Refuges, etc, any timethe amountof foreign oilthe
USA consumes exceeds 50% of its total oil
consumption during 6 out of any 12 consecutive
months. These conditions, whicharenotas rareas
youmay think (infact, according to Land Lefter, the
50% threshold was exceededfive times inthe past
12 months) would trigger a Presidential “action
plan” which includes a “schedute of leasing" that
opers up tracts in the order of their oil & gas
potential. This provision is obviously aimed at
ANWR, though the Outer Continental Shelf areas
that were recently protected by a 10-year
moralorium on new drilling arealsoobvious targets.

The 1980 Act that established ANWR decreed
that the Refuge's 1.5-million acre coastal plain must
be studied prior to being either designated
Wildemess (like the remainder of ANWR) or opened
to oil exploration. The 1987 Interior Dept report on
ANWR, which recommended the latter, is still being
challenged in court on the basis that USDI ignored
the findings of its own experts. USDI estimates that
there is a 19% chance that the Coastal Plain may
hold 3.2billion barrels of oll. The Prudhoe Bay are:
which currently accounts for 1/4 of US domestic o
production {butfor only 1/80f its use, the restbeing
expored) is estimated to decline o hall s current
production levels within a decade. Even if ANWR
were opened to expiorationtoday, it would take?-
10 years for it to yield signifcant amount s of o



Thus, lying ANWR exploftation 10 the current ceisis
is clearlya ploy. Saviag oilis faster thandriling it

Itis aniicipated (hat Alaska's Sens. Murkowski
and Stevens will early in the nex! session introduce
a bill that would specifically open ANWR 10 oit
exploration. Sen. Ted Stevens has called ANWR
“nothing but a frozen, barren desert” Many of us.
however, agree with Rep. Moriis Udall, who calls 4 *a
sacred DHC! -+ nol just because it is AMES

NL178, 11/14/90
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technologically feasible even now, would have
saved 2.8 mb/day, ie., almost one-hall the oil
currently consumed by Cars and iignt irucks, and

% of the amount of oil we currently import
(namely, 7 mbiday). [ the CAFE were raised b 45
mpg. we would save about 50% of the currently
importedoil.]

How does this compare wilh the amounts of oil
we could expect 1o exiract f we were 10 lnvade
as? Based on the USDI

Serengeti, with an incredible
willlite, buf because it is one ot ourfew remalmng
large wild lands, the largest inthis ecosystem

Murkowski amendment, and new bills that
wilt pvobably be introduced, are not the onty threat
10 fragile areas. The Administration is looking
eisewhere 100. Thus, US Forest Service has
produced an "idea document’ which states that
environmental regulafionsare *siowing or blocking™
extraction of an estimated 7 billion barrels ofoilin
National Forests. And environmentalists are fair
game for attack. Thus, right-wing columnist Pat
Buchanan has called them *Saddam Hussein's
unwitling collaborators.” Tennessee's swn Rep.
John Duncan. Jr., blamed US oil insuticiency on
"environmental exiremists” who “locked up our
efforts to develop ourown oilfor 100 iong.*

What are the alternatlues to opening Sraglle
areas to oil exploitation
A cartoon tepmduced in the latest
Greenpeace magazine shows a general talking 10 @
soldier under the broiling sun of (he Arabian
peninsula: "t know s hot ou t here in the deser |
But you better get used 1o i, because we have 1o
neutralize Saddam and free up the oil suPPly — S0
we can use (he oil and produce carbon dioxide,
which will feed the greenhouse effect. And then it
ke this everywhiere. o you betler get used 10
i

Cutting down on US oil consumption would
not only reduce the bkelmooa ol infernational
crises: it would siow advent of warming,
reducethe riskof disastious oit spt . decrease the
quantily of polluting road run-off, and cut down on
the huge amounts of land consumed by automobile
use. Afew figures are instructive. Our domestic oil
consumption is 16 million barrels {(mb)per day; of
this, 6 mb/day (37%) are used for cars and light
trucks. Increasing energyefficiency tor this portion
of our oil needs could thus effect great savings.
Unforunately, we have recently been going in the
opposite direction: fhe average miles per gallon for
cars sold in 1988 was 2 8.6, but that forcarssoldin
19%0wasonly 276 The recentbil (S 1224, Bryan)
that would have required the *Corporate Average
Fuei Economy" (CAFE) to be increased 10 40 mpg
by the year 2005, an achievement that is

assumplnnlhal allogemer 3 2 billion barrelsof oif
are recoverable from ANWR (see 16A), we would
recover only 0.29 mb/d: r the lite of the
reserves. From Calfornia's offshoreoillields (again
based on USDI estimates), we would recover 0.27
mb/day. Either one would thus yield only about
one-tenth of the oil that could be saved under the
proposed Bryanbill (2.8 mb/day).

Unlortunately, the Bryan bill was opposed by
the Administration and by aufo industry advocates,
andwas prevented by a filibuster threat tromever
coming 10 a vote. While Sen. Gore was a strong
advocate of the Bryan bil, we are sorry1o have 1o
report that Sen, Sasser opposed it. A similar
measurewill undoubtedly be brought upagain eary
in the next Congress.

An increase in CAFE is not the only way to
save on oil consumption. The number of vehicles
on the road needs tobe decreased through public
transportation and through ride sharing (industry
and ould help by ishi
incentives for this); the use of clean-burning
alternative fuels should be expanded (the
government could institute regiona! demonstration
projects); las er-city rail service should b!
instituted or upgraded. [Other measures, such as
lowesing (he speed limit or imposing a reallsllc
gasoiine tax, are currently 100 unpopular to be
achievable.]

Presidential leadership s clearly called for in
having us kick our tossiHuel habit. This ceriainly
has not been lorthcoming, so far. As the Atianta
Journal Constitution recently wrote, "it's almos! as i
the President considers conservation un-American
andiess than macho. He stilllives bythe credo that
Americans can produce and consume their way out
otanyproblem, a credothat sees conservationas
theactofawimp.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO: (a) Write 10 Pres. Bush
and tell him thaf it is a wise leader (and not a wimp)
Who espouses energy conservation. (b) Thank
Sen. Gore lorhis suppor. of the Bryan bill and urge
him 1o push for a similar measure in 1991. (c)
Express your disappointment to Sen. Sasser for his
having opposed the Bryan bil, and point out o him
whydecrease inoil consumption is so imporant. (d)



Urge your Rep. to co-sponsor a House version of an
automobile fuel-savingsbill.

TCWP has scheduled an expert
speaker on energy cﬂlcloncy for
December 12 -- see {9A

7. OTHER NATIONAL NEWS
Ancient Forests. the spotted owl, and citizen
lousuis

Recently, the ancvem lnres|s ol our Pacific
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sconamy by diveting fimber hat would lave been
shipped overseas tomills using local tabor

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Thank Sen. Gore for his
strong support of ancient forests and the spotied
owl habital, Ask both Senalors and_your
Represenative to suppor! the Ancient Forest
Pvuleclinn bill when 1 is reintroducednext year, and
ny measure similar to thal advocatedby
it year. Addresses onp.2.

Clean Alr legislation signed into law
he overwhelming margins by which the

Norihwest, atready sof
through ciear- :unvnu, were further thicatened by

commitlee bill passed both Houses of
Congress in the closing days of the session beti

legislation sponsored by Sen.
i colleagues that would have led to gven more
excessive levels of timber cutting. Even
dangerous were provisions in the Hatfield blll (D
manage all national forests strictly for their
commodiies (at the expense of wilderness, wildife,
etc), and provisions that would have badly
weakened the legal righs of cizens 1o challenge
federal actlons that threaten natlonal forests (see
NL178 §7). In the debate onthe Hattieldbill (most
parts of which were defeated), Senator Gore
distinguished himself in defending the ancient
forests and the spotled owl habilat.

Already in 1989, an atleinpt had been made
(via sections added fo the interior Appropriations
Act) to limit_cilizens' access to thecourts in cases
pertaining to limber cuts in national forests; in
September of this year, these sections were
declared unconstitutional by a federal appeals
courl. A month earlier, 20 senalors, Sen. Gore
among them. wrote to Senate Appropriations
chairman Rober! Byrd fequesting that cilizens'
access to the courls not be hampered by
legislation. The letler to Sen. Byrdalso suggested
that timber-sale levels (sef via the appropriations
process) should be based on sustainabliity of an
entire{orest ecosystem, rather than, as herefolore,
on sustainabity as defined merely in terms of timber
poroduction.

[tncidental intelligence: The Pacific Yew, which
grows within the ancient forests of the NW,
produces a chemical, taxof, that has been found
effective Inthe treatment of ovarian cancer. Several
organizalions and cancer researchers have
pefitioned Sec. Lujan to list the Pacllic Yew as a
threatened species.}

A bill enacted in August, which will help reduce
timber demandson ancient forests, bans the export
of logs cut on all federal and state lands in Oregon
and Calfornia; and of 75% of logs cut on federal and
stale fands in Washington state. Sen. Gore was a
supporter ol this bill, which will also help the local

months of struggtes, bargammg.
and tradeolts. The bill takes up 1,100 p:
sections on attainment and marn\enam:e ol alv—
quality standards, motor vehiciesand fuels, foxic air
poliution, acid rain control, permits, entorcement,
protection of the ozone layer, and clean air
fesearch. ttis obviously toocompiex for usto do it
justice in this Newsletier. However, we ofter a 14-
page summary by the congressional Environmental
and Energy Study Conference, which we will be
happy 10 send to anyone who supplies a self-
addressed, stamped (45 cents) envelope.

Nationa) wildfffe
Our country's 455 National Wildlife Refuges
occupy over 90 million acres. Unfortunately,
according 1o three recent independent studies,
more than 60% of these refuges now permit
aclivities thiat are hanniul towildife, such as oit & gas
drilling, mmvnu, trapping, logging, grazing, ORY
use, waler skilng, ard military air exercises. In 1989,
the Fish & Wildiite Service (FWS) drafled an EIS for
Refuge management, but was forced 10 scrap it.
Prior to drafting a new EIS, “Refuges 2003," FWS
willhold a series ofworkshops around the country in
order to develop proposals for inclusion in the
management plan, For this reason, it is very
important hat the workshops be attended by
people who have a concem for the many problems
facing the Refuge system. Amorg issues that must
be lacedare waterrights and quality, the protection
of biological diversity, land acquisition needs, etc.
FWS shoukd also be urged (a) fo involve the public
in making decisions on whether uses proposed for
Reluges are compatible with wildiife, and (b) to
perform a comprehensive review of Refuge lands
for pessible wildemess designations.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: (a) Notity FWS that you
want to be on the mailing list for *Refuges 2009*
workshops. Write Natl Wildlite Refuge Planning
‘Team, USFWS, Dept of Ihe interior, Mall smp -670
AR:SO, 1849 C Street, NW, Was| 0. (b)
Urge your Congressman/wor >port
legisiation in the next Shssionihat & smnlano but




stronger than, fast year's HR 4948 (Studds) ~ see
NL178 $8E).

Corps of Engineers' lands may become
Disneylands

The Coips (CoE) is second only tothe USFSin
the amount of acreage managed as outdoor
recreation areas. Over 4,000 such areas, covering
11.7 million acres of reservoirs and surrounding
lands, are maintained and operated bythe Corps
with an annual budget of $160 million. Several

ths ago, Secretary of Army Civil Woks, Robert
Page. ordered the Corps (o carry out a study 1o
develop several aliematives for reducing the size of
the recreation expendilures. Based on a number
of surveys, which cnfics charge were not broad
enough, Stu
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lands, sets up a program for rehabilitating degraded
habitats, and establishes educational programs for
thepublicandtrainingfor DoD personn

*Dolphin'safe” tuna: labeting law

Do these figures shock you? The USA has set
an aiowabig kil of 20,500 dolphins io be Kiled
annuallydiing tuna fishing operatons, thougny
killsiastyear dropped to*only” Downmk\lls
byloreignvessels last year Hosedoshia 600D
1988 law required us 10 impose an embargo i
end of 1989 on any nation whose dolprin-ling
rate was twice the US rate. The Commerce Depl,
however, nas taied 1o |mpnse such embargos
because foreign nations have been siow 10 supply
data on their dolphin kil but 3 tedecat judge

number of options, including sellvng lands 1o
developers, transferring management of GoE lands
1o developers, providing financial incentives to
developer, reiaxing current development
regulations, etc. All in all, it sounds as though
what's in the offing would be the antithesls ofthe
Corps’ purpose, which is stated as follows in their
receation brochure: “Facilities are caretully planned
10 promote the use of project land and water while
conserving the natural environment.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO: (a) Express your views 10
Robert W. Page, Ass Sec of the Amy, Civit Works,
Room 2E570. Pentagon, Wash, DC 20310-0103,
Phone 202-696-8986. (b} Indicate that you are
sending copies to your US senators and
representative.

Notes onfederal agency actions

The Bureau of Land Management now requires that
reclamation bonds beposted for any explorationor
mining that involvesovers acres of BLMlands per
year.

The US Inferior Depariment's Inspector General
recently issued a report polnting out the severe
Inadequacy of the endangered species program
According 1o the report, it couid cost $4.6 billion to
protect all presently known endangered species,
but the FWS has an annuat budget of only about
$33 milion. Even the isting process —the frst step
foward protection ~is waybehind; about 50species
havebeenisted buthere i 2 backlog of over600
applications, and probably another 3,000
andangered species that haven' even got to the
application stage.

The recently passed
appropriations bill contains an initi hat should
help coordinale_environmental activities on
milion acres of DoD lands. This so-called
Program _establishes standard procedures for
inventorying the environmental resources of DoD

an on tuna imports by §
uniit they can prove they are kiling fewer dolphlns
than the maximumseibythe 1988iaw.

The 60od news is tha the Biden/Boxer bill that
sets standards tor tuna-can labeling (see NL177
8C)was passed near theendof the Congressional
session. Earlier this year, the major tuna canners
(Starkist, Chicken of the Sea. and Bumble Bee) had
announced that theywould not sell tuna that was
caught by setting purse-seine neis on dolphins.
This was a big slep in the right direction, but
consumers sl had to buy tuna on faith. ~For
example, as Earth Isiand institute’s Dolphin Project
discovered, Bumble Bee was siil buying albacore
caught in drifinets,which kilfdolphins on aimost as
arge a scale as do seine nets.

With passage of a tabeling faw, observers will
now need fo be stationed on boals; currently, some
packagers tabel theirtuna "dolphinsafe* merely on
the basis of a leiter from the skipper of the tuna
boat. To make the sysiem work, observers would
have tobeon foreign vessels as well asUS ones;
the great bulk of the 1una fleet is under foreign
regisiry. Also badlyneeded isanintemationalireaty
banning dritnet fishing (as well as purse-seining) of
dolphin. Tarawa Declaratioin, an
infenational accord that would ban large drifinets In
1he South Pacific. has not been signed by the USA.
When the Congress returns for the new session,
ask your Senators 1o support an infernationa! ban
on drifinets as well as on purse-seine fishing on
dolphin

8. OAK RIDGE AND VICQITY
An annexation request and the Northern
Greenbelt
ptember, Ronald Asher submitted a

request to the Oak Ridge Regional Planning
Commissionfor the annexation of a 4-acre Stip for



a 52-house subdivision north of the City boundary

by Noith illinois Ave (Highway 62) in
the northeast and Reservoir Road in the west.
Nowhere in the original notice was there any
mention of any possible impact on the Northern
Greenbelt, which, intheareain question, lies south
of the City boundary. However, TCWP member Lily
Rose Claiborne one of the developers of our North
Ridge Trail, suspected thatthere mighl be such an
impact and attended the Planning Commission
meeting.

Subsequently, Chuck Coutant, on behalt of
the TCWP Board, wrote 10 Planning
Commission chairman, expressing three concerns:
(a)thatthe greenbelt be recognized and protected;
(b) that any road access from West Outer Driva 10
the annexed area 1ot cross the greenbeit (access
could be provided from Reservoir Road and/or
Highway 62); (c) that the continuity of the North
Ridge Trail (a National and State RecreationTrai)
not be broken (e.g.. by utility corridors which the
developeris requestingfromthe City).

©On October 25, the Planning Commission, on
recommendation of Cily staff, voted unanimously to
recommend annexation ofthe parcel as well asof
the right-of-way aiong Reservoir Road (which would
become an extension of Mississippi Ave). The
developer, Asher, said that this would be the
access to the parcel, and that no roads cutting
through the greenbeit would be requested. The
Planning Commisssion also recommended that the
impact on the greenbet from installing utllities be
minimal, with any fand disturbed restored to its
originaicondition; and that the Noith Ridge Trail be
moved (??) it its integrity was endangered. All he
wanted, said Astier, was a 4-inch sewage line that
would cut across only 3 feet of the trail. (Someone
pointed outthat verbal assurancesof thistype may
not be worth much in the long run) City stait
estimales that there will bea netinangiailosstothe

of about $48 per house in the proposed

The Planning Commission recommendation
must slill be acted on by the City Council. The
publichearing andfirst readmg ofthis issuewilltake
place Morday. Nov. 192t 7:30pm inthe Municipal

Bidg Courtroom. We hope you {can atend o show
your support for greenbelt integrity. If you cant
attend, call City Council members before the
meeting

1t's not too late to take action aanin.n landfill
that would qffect Cumberland Trail
(Based on a report by Margaret n)

The Tenn. Division of Sohd Waste
Management recently issued a permit to build a
landfill on a 250-acre site just outside Oliver
Springs. This tandlill (whichwould accept trash from

¢
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all counties In Tennessee as well as from
surrounding states), in addition to many other
adverse impacts, would eliminate a 3-mile section ol
the Cumberland Trail (CT), a State Scenic Trail
estabiished in1871. Quiteapartiromthe impact on
1heCT iise (Ihe localtopography makes re-routing
near-impossible), this_would set a very bad
precedent for the entire Tennesse Trails System

The Anderson Couty Commission has
disapproved the site andfiled suit against Remote
Landlill Services, inc: a temporary injunction is in
place against further development. - However, a
Pennsylvania-based company (Chambers
Deve lopment Coip) has comitted o buying the
landfill permit and leases, and is lrying to get the
Anderson County Commisssion o drop the fawsuit
and settle out of court. We must urge the
Comrission to hoid firm. A recent protest hike over
the potentially affectedsection of the trail drew 85
hikers and produced media coverage.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: (a) Call one or more of the
Anderson Counly Commissioners and urge them 1o
resist any pressure foran out-of-court settiement.
in Oak Ridge, cail Jerry A. Creasy, Jacqueline
Holloway, Alan Robinson, George Builock, Robert
L. Jolley, or Robest Terty Weaver. Their names are
in the phone book, but if you have trouble seaching
them, or i you need the names of non-Oak Ridge
Commissioners, call Margaret Olson (483-0605) for
information. (b) Urge Gov. McWherter 10 issue an
Executive Order 10 stop development of this
destructive landiill. Address on p.2: or call 534-
6072, his Knoxville otfice.

Scenic canoe trails for Oak Rid ge

On behalf of TCWP, Chuck Coutant has laid
out two scenic canoe traiis in the Oak Ridge area.
One, departing from Solway Park, is at the southern
margin of the Haw Ridge peninsula; the other winds
among the islands opposite the Oak Ridge Marina
Bothirails are In areas protected from power-boat
teallic and wind throughwetiand habitats filled with
wildife. Trail markers and descriptive brochures are
being_prepared in cooperation with TVA and the
ORR. Recreation Depl.

0. TCWP NEWS

‘TCWP Meeting Dec.12 features talk onenergy
conservation and its implications

As you canread elsewhere in this Newsietter
(46), decreasing our oil consumption is infinitely
Prelerrable to opening our environmentally fragile
areas to oil extraction. This and other aspects of
energy conservation and energy efficiency have
become very hot topics in the fight of the current
Persian Guifcrisis.



Evic Hirst, a leader in energy-etficiency
research (and a long-time TCWP member) willtak to
us on this subject at a meeting on Wedriesday,
Decenber 12, 1990, 6:30 p.m.. Oak Ridge Library
Auditorium. See the flyer enclosed wilh this N for
more details about the program. We hope you will
comeand bring friends.

1 annual meeting at Monteagle had to be
cancelld because of 1ow pré-regaation. The

after we_had taken pains 10 avoid a scheduling
confict, TEC had to charge the date fortheir big
20th-anniversary celebration so that it fell on the
sameweekend as the one we had reserved. In
turn, when we learned this, we gave up on
arranging a program of atractive speakers --the
feature that usually stimulates atiendance at TCWP
annual meetings. The brief business meeting,
including election of next year's Board, that would
have been held at Monteagie wil oow be held n

n with our December 2 program. In
adiion, we nope 1o have some reffeshments for
you to enjoy.

TCWPs 25th year comng up

In June of 1991, TCWP will be 25 years old.
We are beginning to plan now for events with which
to celebrate our anniversary year. Volunteers to
help With this planning would be greatly
appreciated. Cay us (see p.1).

Capsules
TCWP menbers Bill and Lee Russell attended
on November 3
atwhich he announced the recent enactment ofthe
BigSouth Forkiransfer andappropralionsbilis(see
41, this NL). They personally Ihanked the senator
forhisrolein getling this legislation passed.

Here.ts the fial.accounting for TCWP specia
22 NLI78 $10lor summany o
fenco Butding efion)
the fand (ncuding the $100 ffom the ORKHS Biog
Clubandthe $250 Bechtel Earh Day contriution)
was $3,050. We spent about $119 in connection
with the March 1988 JJHS rally (duning the Cedar
Barrens protection campaign), and $972 for the
cedar fencing material (all labor was volunteered)
This means that only $41 had lo be taken from
TCWPgeneralfundsto batance the account.

Several TCWP members have volunteered 10 serve
as intewviewers In a telephone poll designed 1o
gauge Oak Ridge aftudes about gurb-sige pickue

“The ciy's contract with BFI
for garbage piokup willexpire in June 1991, andthe
public works department wants o examine the
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passiilty of combining recycing with garbage
pickup in a new contract.

+ The Tennessee Environmental Councii, as part of

its 20t aniversary celebration, presented 11

e went 1o TCWP

Do B and 62 Pusrol the others 1o state

employees Mack Prichard, Ruth Neff, and Bary

Sulkin, and 1o private citizens Gary Davis, Stan

Murray (posthumously), Arthur Smith, Marjorie

Raines, Chester McConnell, and John Wiliams
Most of these are also TCWP members.

* Weare gratew!fo thefollowingwho
178: Dick Anibrose, Oddy Curtiss, Marion Gaiber,
Hary and Sylvia Hubbell, Charles Kiabunde, and
Louise Markei.

10. APPEAL FROM COSTA RICA

This appeal is being published because your editor
hasvisited Costa Rica and knows how muchthis fantastic
litle count'y hasto lose. Two rivers, the Reventazonand
the Pacufre are threatened by flour proposed
hydroelectric dams and a tunnei that would divert water
from oneriverto the other. No studies havebeen made
that consider adverse impacts, such as the loss of
Blodiversiy, irgn ran lorest, and ecolourismeevenues.

he Costa Rican Assoc. lor the Protection of the Rivers
(Apdo 4600-100, San José, Costa Rica; 506-23-1925)
invites us towrite or call it we need more information, 1o
send a financia! contribution, and to writeto President
Rafael Angel Calderon and/or o the Minster of Natural
gesourcor Energy and Mines, Heman Eravo, San José.
os!

11, ACTIVITIES, ORGANIZATIONS
READING MATTER

* December 12, 6:30, TCWP meeting -- see 19A and

Benton MacKaye Trail events are scheduied lor
December 3 (a BMT slide show) and Dec. 8 (trail
maintenance). Call Kirk Johnson, Chattanooga,
615-892-6609.

The Southem Appalachian Highlands Conservancy
is again this year seliing Christmas cards and
notecards with photographs of the scenic Roan
Highlands. Write SAHC, POBox 4092, CRS,
Johnson City, TN 37602.

+ The Environmental Action Fund. the fobbying arm
of the Tennessee environmental movement, is
holding afundraiseronNov.16. Toolateforyou to

EAF wil accept_contributions any time

(POBox 22423, Nashville, TN 37202).



Americans for the Environment (1400 16th Street,
NW, Wash. DC 20036) sponsors workshops
provides educational materials to teach citizens how
fo use the electoral process tor promoting
environmental issues. A recently developed
manual is “The Power of the Green Vote,"$15.

COOP AMERICA attempts to change the economic
system 1o one thatvalues environmental quality. it
helps its members 1o buy environmentally safe
products, invest in “green” businesses, and
boyoott environmental outlaws. For more info, write
2100 M Street, NW, Suite 403, Wash., DC 20077-
6784

Carrying Capacity Network, fnc, is a nonprofit
organization providing critical information and
rvices to other nonprofit organizations and
i sls concerned about our environment,
population growth, and resource use. For more
info, write 1325 G Street, NW, Suite 1003, Wash,
DC 20005-3104.

“Steering a New Course,” about transporiation in
the USA (see §6B, this NL) and "Cool Energy: The
Renewable Solution to Global Warming® are two
reporls available (for $950 each) from Union of
Concerned  Scientists, 26 Church Street,
Cambridge,MA 02238.

“The Simple Act of Planting a Tree: Healing Your

rhood, Your City, and Your Worid." (§12.95
from Jeremy P. Tarcher, Inc., 5858 Wilshire Bivd,,
Los Angeles, CA 90036] is a manual for stimulating
oommunities 10 generate urban forests. Royalty
proceeds goto Tree People.

"The Status of Water Quality in Tennessee” is the
Tenn Dept of Health & Environment's 1990 report
on a statewide assessment of stream, lake, wetland,
and groundwater quaity. Either the full techrical
repoit or a summary may be obtained from the
Techn. and Adm. Services Sect, Div. of Water
Poliution Control, TDHE, T.ER.R.A Bidg, 150
NonthAve, Noith, Nashville, TN 37247-3420,

The final "Rules of TDHE, Tennessee's General
Water Quality Criteria and Stream Use Classifications
for Interstate and Intrastate Streams™ have been
published and the Final Rulemaking Hearing on
them will be heid December 13.

he Climate System” is the first of a series of
informativa anchighly illustratedbooklets on climate
and global change intended for pubfic education
The Sarles is a oint effort of the Offce for
interdis y Earth Studies (University Corp for
Aimospheric Research, POBox 3000, Boulder, GO
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80307-3000) and the NOAA Office of Global
Programs. Booklets will be issued every 6 months
and distributed to secondary schools and
universities.

“women in Natural Resources™ is a 10-year.old
quarterly magazine that blends techrical articles
with arlicles about the personal and philosophical
aspects of working women (Univ. ot Idaho, Bowers
Laboratory, Moscow, ID 83843).



TCWP Meeting

Erle A.Hirst
Energy Division, Oak Ridge National Laboratory

"Energy Efficiency: Alternatives to Harmful Energy
Devalopments®

TIME: Wednesday, December 12, 1990; 5:30-8:45

PLACE: Oak Ridge Public Library Auditorium

REMAINING PROGRAM: Short TCWP business meeting,
including election of next year's Board and Nominating

Committee

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

The recent loss to us of Iragi and Kuwaili oil has given fuel to

renewed oil-industry pressures to open some of our most fragile

(and presently protected) lands and oceans to development. But
there are alternative solutions, which would not only leave
these areas untouched, but would slow the advent of global
warming and of other types of environmental deterioration.

Eric Hirst, a long-standing TCWP member and a Corporate Fellow
in the ORNL Energy Division is well equipped to discuss these
issues knowledgeably, His work on ensrgy conservation and
energy efficiency are nationally renowned. The talk will be

illustrated by slides.

Bring your friendst







