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11. ACTION SUMMARY

o] Tesuc Cantact “Message!" or Action
1 |Frazen Head mintng Gov. McWherter “State should become intervenor in petition!”
osM Come tohearing Nov.16 and/or send
commnents.
2A |BigS. Fork Sens. Core. Sasser; “Do gt amend Act; allow no additional roads
Rep. Cooper in Gorge Area
3A |State Scenic Rivers Act Gov. McWherter, ¥ agree with Alty Generals Opinion: the state
{copy toComm. Gal) should implement the Ac
3B |State Rivers Assessment | Gov. McWhester, “Initsate and fund this assessment"
3C |Ruvers in Cherokee NF U.S. Forest Service Get an input into river studies.
3C [Nolichucky proposal Rep Quillen “Sponsor Nolichucky WSR billt
4E | State Forests Bob Rochelle Suggest areas that need protection
SA |Endangered spectes mngi | U.S. Forest Service Send comments on Red-Cockaded Woodpecker
habitat protection.
5C [Natl Forest clearcutting | US. Rep “Co-sponsor HR 2406!"
6A | Abandoned Mine Iands US.Rep “Support HR 2095"
U.S. Senators “Support companion billt"
v
8A | Amer. Heritage Trust Fund | Reps Qutllen. Sandquis{ "Co-sponsor HR 876!"
Clement,
Other Reps. “Thanks for co-sponsoring HR 876!"
8B | Antarctica Pres. Bush “Support Antarctic World Wilderness Park!”
US Sens. “Do not ratify minerals treaty: support park!"
8C | Californta Desert US. Rep & Sens “Co-sponsor HR 780/S 111"
8D |Arctic Wildlife Refuge US. Rep & Sens *Co-spomsor HR 39/8 391"
8E [Auto Fuel Efficiency Sen. Gare “Support strengthening amendments for
$12241
8F | Tongass NF reform U.S. Senators “Co- FEponeo:S 5346 but nclude protection for
{copy to Pres. Bush) wildern:
Senator John Doe The Hon. John Doe Governor Ned McWherter

United States Senate
‘Washington. DC 20510

Dear Senator Doe
Sincerely yours,

Tocalla

U.S. House of Representatives State Capt

Washington, DC 20515

itol
Nashvﬂle, TN 37219

Dear Congressman/woman Doe Dear Gov. McWherter

Sincerely yours,

or Senator, dial C

Respectfully yours.

{202) 224-3121

To ind out about the status of federa) bills. call (202) 225-1772



HIGH PRIORITY ITEM

1, DECISION NEAR ON MINING AT FROZEN
HEAD:YOUR INPUT 3§ VITAL

Bociground

All of you who have visited the beautiful Frozen
Head State Park and Natural Area have noticed a smali
stripmine scar high on the horseshoecrest of mountains
that head the Flat Fork Valley. f is on the left as you
approachthe park, and visibiefrom almost all view points
within the park What keeps it from growing into a tufl-
fledged stripmine (extending for quite some distance in
all directions) is a citizens’ pelition fo designate the Fial
Fork Valley as unsuitable for mining. At this time,
however, there is considerable danger tha the federal
ifice of Suriace: Mining (OSM; may deny this petiion,
andthis is why we are requesting your hetp.

The original petition was filed 3/24/83 by three
groups incuding TCWP) under Secion 522 of the
tederal stripmine law. On 4/16/84, the Tenn. Dept. ot

Health & Environment (DHE) -- at that time lhs chief
regulator of sur'ace mining in Tennessee - fuled in our
favor (NL141 97). Not long thereatter, however, the
legislature repealed the State stripmine law, and OSM

came the enforce rot federal stripmine regulations in
Tennessee. OSM refused to recognize the unsuitabilty
determination for the Flat Fork Valtey that had been
made earlier by the State’s DHE. Consequently, on
9/27/85 we tiled another "522" petition. this time with
OSM (NLH5 §3). In September of 1988, OSM
conducted a “scoping” hearing in Warlburg (o determine
whether to prepare a tuli.fledged Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) or a much more superficlal
Environmental Assessment (EA), which provides no
mechanism for publicinput. A targe crowd turned out
(including uite a number of TCWP members), virually all
of them opposed to mining in the Flat Fork Valley, and
calting tor the tull EIS (NL166 11). OSM subsequsmly
embarked on the preparation ot a drafi E1S, which, under
the provisions of NEPA, must cow be followed by public
inputbeforethelinal EIS is generaled.

The Dratt Eis Is a lengthy document which, amon
other things, makes statemenis on the atfecled
environment and the socioeconomics of the area, and
analyses potential coal resources (2.5 miilion tons, of
which, however, 0.6 million would be recoverable by
deepmining from outside the petition area): designation
of the area as unsulatble for mining "would not
significantly influence coal price or supply in the
domestic o expor markel." The EtS then goes o to
analyze the allegations made in our pelition, agreeing
with several of them, bul throwing out others, based on
OSM's assumption thal reclamation will proceed
according (o the regs and that it wil be perlect. We know
only too well that this never happens. The most cogent
example is the extension around Ihe back of Bird
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mountain of the very stripmine wecan see a iitflepieceot
aswe approach thepark. Despite the factthat this mine
was reclaimed under the current regs, and supposediy
under OSM supervision. a disaster area of landsiides and
erosion was left behind that has been photographically
documenied by the petitioners. OSM shrugs this oft by
attributing #t lo “improper spoil placement on the
outsiope” (so, what's the probabiity it wouldnt happen
again?) It is our position thatthe terrain in the pefition
area istoo steep 1o allowproper reciamation.

‘OSM does agree with some of the allegations in our
petition. It agrees, e.g., thal the chemistry and aquatic
biota of the streams flowing into the park would be
affected: that, by degrading the views trom the paik,
mining would be incompatibie with the park master plan;
that mining would signiticantly impact the aesthelic
qualty of the petition area and of the paik and would
destroy the last semaining unmined views of the
Cumberland Mountains; that water-guality impacls would
eliminate the use of Flat Fork Creek as a “scientific
baseline” stream; that mining-associated noise would
have a roticeable impact onthesoltude oﬂhe area and
that blasting would be audibie in a large portion of the
park; and that surtacemining “coulddiminish* e Fiozen
Head recreational experience, whichis unique inthatno
other similar lands orfaciliies are available

However, OSM keeps coming back to the argument
that the Frozen Head master plan is not applicable "o
the adjacent private land holdings which are not under
the authority ot the State park plan.” It seems to us that
'OSM misses the whole point of the “522" process, which
is intended tozonetand-use -- analogous. pethaps. o a
city's wling that a dump shall not be allowed in the
midde ot a residentiai area, eventhough theland is ot
Inthe city's ownership. Thereis., fur her, a precedent lor
granting 522 petillons on the basis ot protecting the
viewshed from a park; thus, OSM several years ago
designated lands unsuitable for mining because mey

were visble from lookouls in Bryce National Paik. it might

also be noted that the State had already “zoned" the Flat
Fork watershed as a butfer zone for the park when it
granted our 522 petition in 1984. Just a tew months
ago. the Tenn. Commissioner of Conservalion wrote to
OSM to urge that the petition area be considered as a
“iragile land” based onthe scientiic and nahuralvalues it
shares withthe pak -- values which cannot be separated
{e.g., several species found in the park also need the
adjacent forests areas fortheir survival) (NL171 §2B).

In considering the inpacts of various afternative
OSM decisions on the patition, the draft EIS assumes a
scenario under which 200,000 tons/year would be
nynedfor a 5-year period from a 150-acre strip mine, after
which mining would stop. (If's not clear why it is assumed
o stop, since another 800,000 tons of sudace reserves
would remain unmined ] Under Altemative 1, the entire
petition area would be designated as unsuitable tor all
surace or underground coal mining operalions, while.
under Alternative 4, underground mining would be



permitied. Alternative 2 woukd designate none of the
petition area as unsuitable for mining. Alemative 3
would designale parls of the area or some of the usages;
three sub-atematives (3a, 3b, and 3c) are considered.

Athoughthe draft EiS doesnot explicitly come out
for any one of these alteratives, contacts with OSM
appearlo indicate thatthe agency favors Aftematives 3a

protect a sliver of mountainside
mmedlamy ad]acem m the weslem park boundary, and
including a cou ple of creeks that drain into Flat Fork
within the park beundavy The entire remaining
mountainside, more than 80% of the petition area, would
remain unprotected. including Bird Mountain, on which
the presently-halted mine is located. 3c would include
the area designated under 3a, as well as all the lands
underlying Tenn. Dept of Correction properly (ie.. the
Prison you pass on your way into the park). About haif
the mountainside would remain unprotected. again
incuding the area on which the presertly-haiedmineis
ocate

The Stase pasifion

1t is clear from the draft EIS that OSM does not
consider thepeition area 1o be part of the park's master
plan. Vet the Commisssioner of Conservation has
sated (see above) that the petiton area shares
inseparablevalueswith the park and must be considered
fragile lands, And the Commissioner of Health and
Environment ruled in 1964 that the petition area should
be designated unsuitable for mining. What is needed at
this time is for the State to become an official intervenor
in the petition process, thusjoiningthe threegroupsthat
fitedthe petition. Gov. McWherler must be convinced to

'WHAT YOU CAN DO:

(1) Write Gov. McWher-er (address on p.2) and urge
him (a) to designate the petition area as an
estabiished park buffer zone. and (b) to have
Tennessee become an intervenor in the petition to
have the Flat Fork Vafley designated unsuitable tor
coat mining. Send copies to your State tegislators
(ﬂodmsses in TCWP Pol ide)

(2) Comment on the draft EIS, orally andior in wmmq
Help us have a good tumout at the hearing w!
will be held Thursday, November 16, 1989, 7 DN\
EST atthe Central Elemertary School, Warlburg. A
very simple oral statement is allthatis needed at that
lime, stressing that you favor Altemative 1, and
giving one or two reasons. If you would like to
carpool, call David Adler 462-1274, or Jenny
Freeman Johnson 577-5219. Regardiess of
whether or not you atlend the hearing, you can
send written comments by Dec 11 to the Oifice ot
Surface Mining and Reclamation, 530 Gay Street,
SW, Sulte 50, Knoxville, TN 37902, attention
Witlis L. Gainer. Be sure to mention that your
‘comments refer lo the Draft Fat Fork, TN, PED/EIS.
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2. BIG SOUTH FORK AND OBED

HIGH PRIORITY ITEM
A. Renewed pressure for roads in gorpe must be

Once again, the Scott County Commission has
passed a resolution requesting the Congress to
allow additional roads into the Gorge Area of the Big
South Fork National River and Recreation Area.
Because it took the Corps of Engineers 14 years
ater passage of the authorizing legislation to
acquire road rights-of.way in the BSFNRRA, the
issuegrew out of proportion in the minds of a tewo!
the local people and went on 1o fesler. Though
three of the counties (Fentress. Pickett, and
Morgan) have been perlectly ha poy toindicate they
had no interest in any Gorge roads, thetwo others
(Scotl and MeCreary) have off and on agitated about
iheroad question, andthere have been unpleasant
exchanges between various people.

The law that authorized the BSFNRRA
established two management zones, the Gorge
Area and the Adjacent Area (uplands). While
various sorts of development are permitted in the
latter, the Gorge Area is to be maintained with the
least' possible amount of man-made intrusion;
mining, drilling, timber cutting, structures, and
motorized land or water vehicles are expressly
barred. The legislation did, however, permil 11
speciiies 10ad crossings o river accesses (6in TN, 5
in KY), including 7 that involve the BSF tseti and 4
that involve major tributaries. These 11 vehicular
accesses or crossings provide ample opporiuniies
for peopleot all ty pes 10 visit or use the river. Any
more accesses -~ and certainiy any f0ads running
any distances within the gorges ~ wouid destroy the
feeling of wildemess and soitude that makes the
BSF such a valuableresource inthe first place

Finally, in 1988, the Corps issued a Declaration
of Taking or the Soot ana McCreary Counly roads
in the BSFNRRA, making it Clear that all Adjacent
Area i0ads that aposav on 1988 County road maps
would be kept open. Al gorge roads. except those
Spechiod in e tagisiaion, would be ciosed in he
sping of 199). Scotl County now wants Congress
10 amend the law S0 as 1o keep 5 of thesegorge
*roads” open (several of them are, infact, ltle more
than  trails). only did the Scott County
Commission pass such a fesolution, but they also
authorized the County Executive and another
Counly official to travel to Washington 1o lobby Re p.

per and Sens, Sasser and Gore on the subject.

* WHAT YOU CAN DO: High priority

It is very important that this push to degrade the
Gorge Area be neutralized. The additional foads
would destroy the very valves that the law



attempled to protect, and which make the
BSFNRRA unique. People from all over the USA
coma Io the Area because of Ihese vakies, and
evertually (e hope) the counly politicians, 100, will
recognizs Ihis, The law that established the
BSFNRRA was very caretully crafted, wilh i

alotot diverse interesis. Opening ft up tor a mas
amendmant seems almost unthinkable. PLEASE.
write a shorl note 1o Senators Gore and Sasser and
to Rep. Jim Cooper (addresses on p.2) and tell
them NOT to open the Act for ameixdments; and,
especially. not 1o allow Ihe gorges to be degraded
by Ihe addition of roads (we've got 11 already!)
Your lefler can be very shor, but please don failto

‘The ESFNRRA Deferred Areas prodlem

Tite problemo Deferred Areas(NL172 §1) has
been with us for several years now. They are major
and important portions within he aulnonzed
boundary of the BSFNRRA that the Corps ol
Engineers decided were not subject to land
acquisttion, untilconditions radically changed. First,
the Corps was watting forthe authorized spending
limit to be raised (since all the money had been
used up tor BSF developments, instead of iand
acqietion). Then, when the fimit was raised. ihis was
done as part of a bill that contained complex
requirements for locat cos! shatirigfor water projects
(e.g., dams); the Office of Management & Budget
(OMB) and the Corps irterpreted these provisions
as applying lo BSFNRRA fand acquisition. It
became apparent that fwo steps were needed
before Deterred Areas could be acquired: (a)
removal of the cost-sharing requirement for Ihis
projecl, and (b) an appropriation for federa
acquisition

In the midst of the overall problem, a specific
crisis arose: within the largest and mostsignticant
and beautiful one of the Deterred Areas
(surrounding Notth Whiteoak Creek and its Laurel
Fon:) was 3 900-acro tract whose owners wanled i

aps otherwise developed without
ﬂelny This fhrealened 1o produce a deming eflect
Ihat coutd impact a very major portion ol Ihe area.
Several avenuas for Irying 1o averl this ciisis were
explored by us and 1he Park Service (NL172 §1)

Now we may have a skight reprieve in the

e crfsis, while the eflorls 1o solve the farger,
vera, prckiem contre minshed. 1 seema
that the tinber company that was said 1o have
an ofier onlhe tract is not lmeus(ed in Dursuiﬂg Irus
for the lime beirig, givirig us a itle more time 1o work
oul sokilions. A Coupf i
tried in parallel.

ration to drop ils interpretation thal ma
cost-sharing provision applies 1o the BSFNRRA.
fact, this interpretation is clearly erroneous i
severalgrounds, not the least of which is that aprior

c
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Act of Congress clearly exempts National
Recreation Areas from cos| sharing A number of
pmmvr\ln( people have tried to get OMB to change
mind, among them former Sen. Howard Baker
( (who was o efleclive in getling the BSFNRRA
established in the first place), Sen. Sasser
(chairman of the Senate Budget Commitiee), and
highotliclalsin the Dept. o the Interior. No positive
response has 1o date been obtained flom OMB.

The second approach being considered is to
bring about at this time the transfer of the
BSFNRRA from the Comps of Engineers to the
National Park Service (NPS) - a procedure called
forby the authorizing legislation for a fimewhenthe
Area is “substantially” complete. This wouid place
aulhority for the remaining fand acquisition into the
hands ot NPS. Because NPS, in generai
fitile money to do alllt needs todo nationwide, this
approach would be effective only if it were coupled
with an appropriation of new money, specilically
earmarked forBSF Deferred Areas acquisition. Our
Senators are convinced of the urgent need to do
something eflective anddo not, at this time need a
large outpouring of letiers from us. You may wish,
however. lo thank them for continuing their ettons
on behatt of the Deterred Areas.

capmiles

« The Unit Manager of the Obed Wild & Scenic
River. Walter Mayer, was named superin-
tendent of Fort Donelson National Batllefield,
andassumedhis new duties on Oct.1. Mayer
was he first ranger to be assigned o the
Obed. 11 years ago, and subsequently
became Unl' Manager 'Until a replacement is
made (probably not before December), Frank
Douuhman s Aclmu Unk Manager.

« Acquisition is proceeding carefully because
NPS loses its authority o condemn atter more
than 50% of the authorized acreage has been
purchased. The elfort is therefore 1o 1tyto buy
fromthe potentially most diticult seliers firsi(in
case cotdemnation should be needed). and
leave the witling ones ® the end. Sen. Sasser
has requesled an acquisition update from the
SE Regional office of NPS.

S. RIVERS IN TENNESSEE

A. Will the Tennessee Scenic Rivers Act be

implemented?

Three months ago, Tennessee's Aftorney
General issued an Advisory Opinion on the 1968
State Scenic Rivers Act (SRA). According 1o this
Opinion, the Commissioner of Conservation has a
iegal responsblmy (which, for 21 years fias not
baen exercised) o establish boundary areas akong



state scenic rivers, within which boundaries (and-
use restrictions will apply (see NL172 §2A for
examples). The Opinion further finds that tlie
Commissioner's designation of boundaries and the
resulting land-use restrictions area valid exerciseol
thestate's authority 10 regutate land use and do not
constitute a taking of privale property” for whicti
the state woutd have to pay the landowner.
However, the SRA encourages the Department fo
acquire - through voluntary sales (condemnation Is
not permitied) -+ easements (preferrably) or fee litle
to preserve the natural environment within the
boundariesof the system.

The Tennessee Scenic Rivers Advisory
Council (TSRAC). a group that was created 10
examine SRA impiementation aflerthe Collins River
was amended out of the system, met in September
10 consider the Opinion. Subsequently, they wrofe
a letter strongly urging the Commissioner of
Conservatlon 1o proceed expeditiously with the
designation of boundaries for each stream in the
system. Theletferalso pointsout that, in the past.
opposition fo specific rivers remalning In the SR
system had been the resuitof the State's fallure o
nurture local grassrools suppori. Members of the
Council offer their assistance in identifying local
interested groups and in working with these

At the TCWP Annual Meeting on Sept. 23,
Bob Allen, the Dept. of Conservation's Scenic
Rivers Administrator, summarized the Atiorney
Generat's Opinion and we spent some lime
discussing follow-up actions. Like the TSRAC, we
fell that there was an urgency to secure local
grassroots support. We suggested that local
advisory councils be set up (and discussed their
possible composition), that the DoC add at least
one staff person fo work full-time with these local
Sounclis. ang thal the Commissioner of
Conservation write immediately to County
Commissions in aflecled counties lo statethat it was
his intention towork through focal councils

5
'3

Unfortunately, none of this is happening
Instead, DoC once again appears fo be running
scared of possible actions by ceriain powerlul
members of the legisiature. A DoC letter was sent
out (o legislators of affected districts, asking forthelr
views on the Opinion but making no mention of
DoC's intention o work with kocal councils. The big
tearinthe DoC is that legisl ators who have been
negatively lobbied about the Opinion will simply
scutlle the entire Tennessee Scenic Rivers Act.
This eventuality could possibly be postponed by
having the whole matter referred 10 a legislative
study commitiee. [in fact, the Opinion is being
viewed quite favorably in certain districts; thus,
there was a very supportive article on the Halchie
River in the Mermphis Commercial Appeal.
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A meeling was organized at DoC in early
November with the Fann Bureau (a very powerlul
lobby in the General Assentbly) and the Forestiy
Assoclalion, groups that are vocal
govemment “taking away the rights of individuals™
by regulating Iand -use, even in a limited way. No

th

wers 3onad s oton e meeting. We would

suggest that the Farm Bureau be asked wliether

they feel cerlain river segmenis are worthy of

protection. f hey say "o. e hat be krownto e
world_ If they say 'y es.” they shouid be asl

come up with proposass for enecuvelyoamgso

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write fo Gov. McWherter
(address on p.2) and 58nd a copy to Commissioner
£ Gil (Tenn. Dept. of Conservation, 701 Broadway
Nashvilie, TN 37219). We need an outpouring of
letters. Express your support of the Atorney
General's Opinion, Tell him that Tennessee is
forlunate in stili having beautiful rivers, but that
these must be protected. The Stafe Scenic Rivers
Act gives us an excellent vehicle for doing so, if only
DoC will finally (allev 19 years) implement it. The
reguiation of land use is a valid exercise ot the
State’s authority (and is done all the time, e.g.,
when the State seeks to build roads or bridges),
and Inthe case of the rivers canbe dane with locat
advice and support. -- If you live in a district that
contalnsa State ScenicRiver (callusif youarenot
sure), sehd a similariet/erio your stale legislators.

Statewide Rivers Assessment is needed

Staf of the Depts. of Conservation and Health
& Envionment, and of the Tenn. Wildlile
Resources Agency, have been working 1o generafe
a proposal for a Statewide Rivars Assessmenl. The
National Park Service's Technical Assistance
Branchwould provide help for such an assessment
Recently, Gov. McWherter approached TVA fo
determine whether that agencywouid Iiketo jolnin
the ellort which, he believes, would “increase
public awareness of the valueot fiver resources 1o
the siale” McWherler's letier also states: "M
experlence with the Clinch and Powell iniiative and
the Pigeon River problem .. have demonstrated to
me that Tennesseans have strong teelings about
the protection and preservation of our fiver
resources.”

TVA responded favorably 10 the Govemor's
requesl and offered a sumber of its resources that
would be highly valuable 1o the rivers assessment.
This was several monihs ago. The ball is now in the
State’s courl as regards aclually starfingthe project
and funding it for 1990. With the current rapidly
growing development pressures on our fivers, the
undertaking would be timely indeed

* WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to Gov. McWherter



(address on p.2) and urge him 10 initiate and fund
the statewde rivers assessment for which both TVA
and NPShave already offered assistance

Cherokee NF rivers are candidates for
National Wild & Scenic Rivers System

The Cherokee is the oniy eastem national
forest in which rivers have been designated as
candidates for possible inclusion in the Nationai
Wild & Scenic Rivers Sysiem: nine rivers are
aflected. This candidate status was achieved as a
result of the review of US Forest Service land-
management plans by two national environmentat
Groups (NL171 14A). At he TOWP Annual Meeling
on Sepl.23, Steve Hendricks of the Cherokee NF
listed the 8 rivers that are eligible for format study:
the Conasauga, Doe, French Broad, Hiwassee,
Littie Tennessee (wha's ‘et of ), Ocoee, Tellco,

an EIS, is estimated totakeabout 2 years. We don't
know which of these studies are being conducied
simutaneously (if any).

A ninth river, the Nofichucky, has already been
studied and recommended for National Scenic
Rivar slatus. We urge those of you wha know the
Nolichucky to analyse the USFS' study
recommendations (are the boundaries exiensive
enough? is “Scenic” the best designation?) and fo
share your_opinions wilh us.  [Contact Sleve
Hendricks, Cherokee NF, POBox 2010, Cleveland,
TN 3711, Ph. 615-476-9700 f0 request a copy of
the study repor] To conved an administralive
ion into an actual designaik i
an Act of Congress. and thus support of the
district's US Representative. In the Case of the
Nolichucky, that's Jimmy Quillen. We urge il of you
who live in Congressman Quillen's district to ask him
10 sponsor a bill making the Nolichucky part of the
national System

As regards the other 8 candidate rivers in the
Cherokee NF. all interested persons should get an
nput inlo Ihe studies as eary as possiie ko ensure
that the maximumiiver mileage is being considered
and that no atiributes are being overlooked.
Comaat Mr. Hendricks at Ihe above address,

EPA tssues flnal  for Plgeon River

On September 25, EPA issued an NPDES
permil to Chamipion Intemational Corp {lo become
effective Oct.25), which has only “minor changes
from the fentative delermination previously
announced [in the draft permit]. Le.virtually none
of the modifications requested by persons
teslityingat the MarctvApril or Juty/August hearings
were made by EPA. One monioring stafion was
added and one sampling condition was sel.

Atter repeatedly denying i in the past,
Champion finally admitted in August that dioxin is
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being discharged by the Canton mill._in its final
permit, EPA set a dioxin limit (1o be achieved by &-
292) but did not adopt the suggestion by the Dead

on R. Council that dioxin fevels be measured in
fish rather than in water. However, the final permit
does require Champion o develop a Plan of Study
(due 12-23-89) to assess dioxin levels in ambient
fish tissues on an annual basis. Another major
concem expressed at earlier hearings was thatthe
permit does not specify a sel schedule of
incremental Improvements 1o be made during the 3
years in which Champion must come into
compliance with EPA limits. Though the finalpermit
still does not specity such a schedule, it requires
the first of Champion's 6-month status reporls to
identily major milestones.

Atter the permit was announced. Champion's
president, who had stated repeatedly that
compliance with the permit would mean the loss of
1,000 jobs al the Canton mill, said that he did not
now expect any significant lay-ofis. Nevertheless,
one day betore Ihe permit was 10 go into etlect,
Champion filed an appeal with EPA, contesting the
discharge limis. The Dead Pigeon River Council
(DPRC), which does not have the tinancial
resources 1090 1o court. filed amotion requestinga
hearing on specific provisions of the permil.
Champion said it would drop ifs appeal il EPA
refused the DPRC's request for a hearing. By the
end of November, EPA must decide whether or not
1o forward the appeals lo an adminisirative law
judge. Consideralion by such a court could take
months, and during this review the conlested
portions ofthe permit (inthis case. the bulkof it) are
suspended. -~ Gov. McWherter has been quoted
as saying thal Tennessee would nol appeal the
permit unless the Pigeon R. is not cleaned up by
theendof the 3.year period

4. OTHER TENNESSEE ISSUES

‘How can we get Nanurul Areas finding?

Many natural areas in Tennessee are highly
worthy of protection, but the funds available for
acquiring and managing them are limited indeed.
How 1o increase such funds and how lo prioritize
|he|l expenuuure wereamongthe issues discussed
by Ben Smitn, Dan Eagar, Paul Somers, and Jeff
Smks al the TCWP Annual Meeting. During the
Alexander Administration, $2 million per year were
appropriated for three years in a fow fo the Sale
Growth Fund, available for acquisition of areas ot
natural or cuitural signiticance. No turther such
appropriations have been made urnder McWherter,
and there are only $500,000 of the 56 million left.
This money has already been earmarked lor
acquisition of a few areas, including Short Springs
Window Ciitls, and Burgess Fall expansion.



Another possible source of funding is the
Natural Resources Trust Fund, establishedin 1385
as a result of the afforts of Charies Howell,
Commissioner of Conservation under Gov.
Alexander. This Fund is fed by revenues from the
sale of State-owned non-renewable resources,
such as minerals, or real estate (timber is excluded).
The interest from this Trust Fund maybe used for
tand acquisition, lor the development of outdoor
racreation facilities, or forthe presevation of historic
or archeolgicalproperties. Currently, the corpus of
the Fund is over $2 millon (generating about
$200.000 in annual interest), and $414,000 in
interest has accumuiated fo date. How will this
money be spent? Some constituencies, e.q.. the
Tenn Recreaton and Parks Assoc (TRPA), are
pushing for expansion of recreation facilities
{lighting of baltfields ?). It wili require an effort by
those of us concerned about natural areas
preservation to get some of the money used for
land acquisition.

The Environmental Action Fund (the lobbying
arm of the Tennessee environmental movement, ol
which TCWP is a member) is considering support of
legisation that wil provide new naural aress

nding (§4G. bel At this time. matters still
under discussion are what revenue sources to tap
(abond issue? a tax on certain purchased items? a
fee?), what to fund (only natural areas? or also

reenways, uiban open space, etc.?), and what
legislative vehicle touse.

For,both, the existing money (Heritage Trust)
andthe riew money thal mght come from egisiston
row being drafled. decisions have to

en
protection and other possuble uses, snd (b)
between & large numberof natural-area candidates
Areas wilh scienfific_significance are being
inventoried through the Protection Pianning effort;
while areas with scenic or recreational value are
brought o the State's attention by the public
Among sites of equal blological significance,
Preference is now given 1o those that have local
support (usually, scenic sites).

Protecthe buffers around public lands

1t Is bacoming increasingly evident that, as
recommended by the Goveor's Commission on
Tennesseans Outdoors, protective buflers must be
established around public lands. In the case of

/age Gul, for example, now
occur rigltt on the rim of the gorgeand easilyvisible
from within #. We learned at our Annual Meeting
that there are $500,000 in the capital budget of the
Dept. of Conservation for acquisition of “defensible
boundaries.* (Another sum we have heard rumored
is $1,500000. That would ba good news indeed!)
Abil'has been drafted by the Tenn Recreation and
Parks Assoc (TPRA) that would provide a
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mechanism for limiting tand use in bufler zones
around not only state-owned but also federal
publicly-owned resource lands in Tennessee.
TCWP s in touch with TRPA abou strengthening
this bill

State acquisttion
In 1986, the Tennessee legislature passedthe
Wetlands Acquisition Act, which created an

uid from a small increase in the real-
oefato ransiartax  and designated the Temmessee
Wildife Resources Agency (TWRA) as the
implementer of the law. Ben Smith reporied at the
TCWP Annual Meeting that a Wetlands Task Force
has been created and that an Acquisition Pian is
under development. While TWRA's main wellands
focus is on waterlowl and hunters, many of the
fands that will be acquired also have considerable
valueas natural areas. More than 70% of the State’s
wetlands are in West Tennessee; to help get the
support ot Eas! Tennesseans, the Legislature this
year passed an amendment that allows the
Wetlands Fund to be used for purchase of the
40,000-acre Koppers Property in Clalborne Counly
- ‘ot a wetland. While hunters are again the
primary constituency, it is safe to assumethat In a
ract this large there are bound to be areas of
biological signticance

A significant wetlands aagulsition

The Tennessee Nature Conservancy has
provided significant assistance in the establishment
of the Chickasaw National Wildiife Refuge, located
in Lauderdale County along the Mississippi River
The area has been characterized as possibly the
most outstanding wetiand habitat remaining in
Tennessee. lts preservation is particularly signifi-
cant inviewof the fact that bottomland hardwood
forests in the Lower Mississippi Valiey are
disappearing at a rate of 250,000 acres per year
TNC has pre-acquiredtracts inthe area for the US
Fish & Wildite Service. which hasbeen authorized
to utilize money generated by the sale of federal
duck slamps for evenlual tederal purchase of the
Refuge. (n addition to providing habitat for large
populations of wintering waterlowl, Chickasaw NWR
supports many other species of wildlife. The
Refuge currently extends over 15.000 acres, andis
expected 10 growin the fulure.

Forest management planning

The DoC's Division of Forestry had been very
open to inpul on the Natchez Trace and then the
Prenlice Cooper Forest Management Plans. Large
numbers of people turned out for the Prentice
Cooper hearings (NL169 §4B) and urged that major
emphasis be given to habitat protection and to
nonconsumptive outdoor recreation, that timber
harvesting be barred from the viewshed of the
Tennessee River Gorge, and that, elsewherein the



Forest.clearcutti ng be kepttoan absolute minirnum
or abolished altogether. The Prentice Cooper
Management Plan was reteased in September and,
while representing an improvement over previous
management, turned out not to be the ‘radical
departure® thatwe had been ledtoexpec!. Several
paris of the 24,000-acre Forest, inciuding the
Tennessee River Gorge, have indeed been
designated for low-intensity management (littie or
no timber harvesting), but about 70% of the area
(over 16,000 acres) is open 1o the full range of mulli-
use activilies, whichinclude clearcutting

Even a moderate amounl of receptivity by the
Foresfry Div. fo vatues other than board-feet ot
timber is, however, encouraging news. We must
persevere in bringing these values to their
aniention. It you feelthat certain speciiic scenic or
ecologically significant are as in stale for ests shoukl
be prolecied from timber cutting, wnw m Bab
Rochelle, Division of Forestry, TN
Conservation, 701 Broadway, Nashwlle 372\9).
andsend usa copy.

Roan National Scenic Area proposal
withdrawn

Thecarefully drafted proposal by the Southern
Appalachian Highlands Conservancy (SAHC) fo
establish a Roan National Scenic Area (NL170 13A:
NL171 §5A; NL172 §3A) was so badly maligned and
misrepresented that SAHC was forced fo withdraw it
in August. The intent of the proposed tegislation
was to ensure that an area of unmatched scenic
vistas, great biologicaldiversty, and distinc! cuural
heritage would remain free of the harmful
developments that (despite the best intentions of
local residents individually) are bound o be
generated by pressures of population and maney.
Local cltizens became so angered by what they
learned from deliberately-spred rumors and
misinjormation that they were unable fo

what was, intacl, For
example, the proposal did not create new federat
land-grab opportunities; the Highlands ot Roan are
insice the National Forest protiamasion boundary
within which the federal government is already
ed toacquire tands. The proposal secfed

NL173. 11/9/88
9

opportunity 1o parlicipate in any future proposals.
The local people are in agreement with SAHC in
their abhorrence of commercial developmen of the
Roan, buthaverit yet lutiyrealizedthat protection
on a completely votuntary basis is not achieveable;
sale of a single key tract for noncompatibie uses
couldeasilystart a trend.

A footnote. The great biological value ol the
Roan has once again been demonstrated; the US
Fish & Wiklife Service has proposed nominating
twoplants that exist onlyinthe Roan Highlandsarea
o the federal st of threataned and endangered
species. They arethe Roan Mountainbluet andthe
spreadingaven.

EAF gears up for legislathe sesston
The Environmentai Action Fund (EAF), the
Iobby arm of the Tennessee environmental
movement, has grownirom 7 to 11 orgarizational
member. Recent addiions ere Tenn. Trails ASSoc..
Tenn. Recr. and Parks Assoc., Tenn. Trial Lawyers
Assoc., and Tenn. Federation of Garden Clubs.
(TCWP has been a member since the time EAF was
formed.) In an etiort fo establish a legislative
agenda that s representative of issues across the
state, EAF recently formed an Advisory Commitiee,
which met for the first time in October 1o discuss
interest items for the 1990 legislative session.
Seven issues will be handled by EAF in 1990. The
top priority ones are: naturat areas fnding (14A,
above), Dept. ot Health and Envi. funding. and
stream channelization. _In the next priority group
are: the State Scenic Rivers Act, golt courses in
parks. underground storage tanks, and recycling in
the legislature.

TCWP pres. Martha Ketelle and exec. dir.
Jenny Freeman are members of the EAF Advisory
commitiee. and Rom Uppuluri represenis TCWP or:
the EAF Board. if you have an interest in EAF's
aclivities,contact anyo! these threepeople.
(ContributedbyMarla Ketelle)

5. U.8. FOREST SERVICE ISSUES

authoriz
that landon
from mrlmq slllers unless owners were planning
fanduses incompatible withthe national scenicarea
concept; agriculturaf uses such as grazing and
Chrisimans-tree production were considered
compatible and could continue in private
ownership. On the other hand, the building of new
homes was & non-allowed use. and that was the
feature of the proposalthat generated the greatest
opposition.

Whai next? SAHC is working towarda seriesof
dialogues with focal leaders in each ofthe three
counties involved and will give them ample

for.
f

The endangered Red-Cockaded Woodpecker
(RCW) s found in national forests in 15 southern
states. Promoted by a Legal Defense Fund lawsuit,
the USFS intiated a NEPA (Nati Envil Policy Act)
process for amending the Regional Guide to
institute management practicesthat wouid protect
RCW habitat. Phase 1 of this process, an interim
protective measure while the study proceeded,
limited cutling within 3/4 mile ol RCW colonies. A
million acresware thereby put off-fimits 1o logging.
resulting in a formal appeal by the timber industry.
Later phases in the process could result in an
aleration of the initialprotection



The USFS is currently beginning the NEPA
process for Phase 3, arid is soliciting our help in
defing the issues and concems that shoud be

RCW is said 1o

" ‘Among possibis oW
management strategies are changes in forest
management, protection from predators,
augmentation' of sparse populations, etc. In
aadition 1o suggestions on strategies. the USFS is
seeking comments on whether management
should be intensive -- even if this interleres with
timber harvest or recreation -- or conservative
Comments should be mailed without delay to David
P. Smith, RCW EIS Team Leader, 1720 Peachtree
Rd., NW, Allanta, GA 30367

road construction budget is cut

Eachyear, the USFS requests huge sums of
mcney for road construction; and each year,
attempts 1o make cuts in thisamount are only very
partially successtut,failing, generally ,in the Senate.
This is why it came as a pleasant surprise 10 leam
that the Senate had recently approved an
amendment by Sen. Wyche Fowler (D-GA) -
supported by Sen. Sasser, a member of the
Appropriations Committee -- that cuts $65 million
trom a proposed $206 million USFS road-
constructioin budget. Of this amount, $25 million
will be returned 1o the US Treasury, and $40 million
will be transferred 1o underfunded programs in
habitat protection, wetlands conservation,
stewardship, etc. The House bill, after $22 mition
were cut trom it, came up with a slightly higher total
for roads. Differences beiween the House an
Senate bills will be resolved in conterence
committee.

Billso limit nattona) foreses
Al of us know that clearcutling is exiremely
unsightly. But it is more than an aesthetic evii
leads1o erosion, and it efiminates habitat for vast
numbers of species -- not only the obvious
mammaiian and avian ones but the plants that
consttute the ground vegetation and the myriad of
invertebrates that five among and
Following clearcutting, this wealth of lite torms is
generally repiaced by a pine monocuiture that
plovides few habitats indeed.

HR 2406 (Bryant) would amend the Fores! &
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act ot
1974 so s o strengthen the restraints on
clearcutting in national forests. Among early
sponsors is Temnessee's Congr. Quitlen, who
deserves our thanks. Drop hima note, aspecialy if
you ive in his district. H you ive elsewhere, urge
your awn Congressmaniwoman 10 co-coonsor HR

nsors need also to be found for a
Senateveraonot e bi

For our big stripmine story,

A

B.
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6. STRIPMINE NEWS

e §1, this NL

To extend Abando ned Mine Lands,

September, the full House Interior
Committee voled by a wide margin (27: 11) for HR
2095 (Rahall, D-W.va.) which would exiend the
Abandoned Mine Lands (AML) program, 1o the year
2007 The AML prugvam‘ a part ot the 1977 federal
Surface Mining Act (SMCRA), is currently set to
expire in 1992. Reclamation fees collected from
operatorsof post-1977 mining operations areused
forthe rehabiltation of mines abandoned pre-1977
Through September 1988, $2.3 billion ot such tees
had been collected, but another $4 bilion wil be
needed 1o complete priorily reclamation projects
afier 1992. The AML exiension is opposed by
Western legisiators who see it as an attempt (o get
Western coal companies fo payfor the cleanup ot
Eastern abandoned mines. To allay these
concemes, HR 2095 halves the fees for any state
thatcerlities that it hascompleted abandoned coal-
mine cleanup.

Under existing law, 50% of the reclamation
fees gotothe Secretary of intefior, while the other
50% go directly forAML projects inthe state where
the tees are collected, but onty IF hat state has
primacy (i.e., is in control of ils own reguiatory
program). Tennessee repealed is state siripmine
law in 1986 and. since hen, hes had & federal
in placs
Togeive he Siale’s shar of AN, and has nad o
tight torcruibs tromthe Secretary’s share. Astar as
we can gather, HR 2085 would maintain the current
allocation of funds. except that 20% of the
Secretary's share would be earmarked fof the Rural
Abandoned Mine Program (RAMP), which both the
the Reagan and Bush Administrations have been
trying 1o starve outof existence. Fuither,upto 10%
of the Secretaiy's share could be used 10 rectaim
sites abandoned ater SMCRA was enacted, but
before a state-regulatory programwas approved

Western coal interests wil concentrate their
opposilion 1o AML extension on the Senate, where
there is, as yet, no companion bill 1o HR 2095

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Ask your Congress-
manwomanto vote for HA 2035 when it comes to
the floor. Urge both Senators 1o support a
eompan»n bill that would exfend the AML program
in a manner that makes assignment of funds
independent of a sfate's primacy. Send a copy 10
Rep. Nick Rahall. Addresses on p.2.

sesles erwironmental input
The Office of Suiface Mining Reclamation &
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Enforcement (OSM) has invited
groups to parlicipate in a Citizens Information
Exchange Group with the Knoxvitle Field Oflice.
The torlowing groups were repvesenled at the first
meeling, Oct.12: SOCM, T TSRA, and
Leage of Women Volers Ot it distussed
several new programs, including the Abandoned
Sttes Rute under which the Irequency of inspection
of abandoned sites may be reduced 5o as 1o permit
more frequent (lwice monthly) inspections of
Tennesse’s 110 actlive sites. A new Permit Fee
Rule, which will soon be published in the Federal
Register, establishes a charge for OSM-issued
mining permis, made up of 3 fixed fee plus an
acre: -on. -~ OSM has otered to host the
mesiings quartery and 1o respond o dscussion
topics ot interest fo conservation groups. It you
have an interest in participating on behalf of TCWP,
contact Martha Ketelle, 522-2443.

(Contibutedby Martha Ketelle)

7. TVA CAPSULES

Nickafack and Chickamauga Plans
Nickajack and Chlckﬂmﬂugﬂ Reservoir
Land Management Plans are up inal approval at
the 11-22-89 TVA Board meeting. The printed
plans will be ready lor distribution in January. To
request a copy call Connie Woosley at 615-632-
549. - Because of insufficient response to the
prospectus seeking a commercial operator for the
Running Water Recreation Area on Nickajack Res.,
TVA plans to retain control of this area for the
immediate future

Floodplain

TVAhascome a ways from the days when it
proposadto eliminate llood-prone areas by buikding
dams upsuum from them. its current goal is to
“increase ... the recognition of the mulliple benefils
ol noouplam management practices.” TVA has

a number of brochures toward this emi

and i currentty cooperating in the development
30-minute videotape devoted to residential
construction practice sin1i00d-hazardareas.

@urce on
A bill recently approved by the Senate
Appropridions Commitiee earmarks $50 million o
EPA aporoprialion for sats 1o 16cce nanporn.
source pollution, and specifically directs EPA to
provide funds to TVA's nonpoini-source program.

8. NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ISSUES
TenneSsenns muust STPort Amerlcan Heritage

Charies Howell,lll. former Tennessee

*

Conservation, who was
inementaym passage of s Temnesses Natwsl
Resources Trust Fund (see 14A, this NL), has lor
some lime been working hard for AHT legisiation,
HR B76; recently, he went o Washinglon to lobby
for . He reports that we have lost Congressmen
Quillenand Sundquist as co-sponsors, prodablyas
a result of pressure from the Farm Bureau and
Chamber of Commerce -- organizations that, aiong
wilh mining. grazing. and timberinterests, are trying
o kill the bill._Representalives Cooper. Gordon,
Ford, Lioyd, Duncan, and Tanner are still co-
sponsors (we don't know Clemenl's position), but
Janner is geting much pressure from the Farm

ureau.

The American Herilage Trusl {AHT) would
provide the means that shouid be ~ but are not --
available under the Land & Water Conservalion
Fund(LWCF)forcompleting aireadyauthorized paik
unitsarwdiorsiowing downthe alaming lossot
space in America. Recently {(NL171 §8; NL172
47A), we re-acqainted you with the problem and witi
the contents of HR 876 (Udall). This bill would
restructure the LWCF into a dedicated trust fund,
invested in interest-bearing accounts. Bythe time
$1 billion in annual inlere: s genersted. the Fund
would become sef-sus he inlerest would
e automatically applopmalad lotlodora and stae
land-acquisition and outdoor-recrealion needs.

HR 876 was approved by the House interior
Commitiee on May 3 but still laces opposition from
the Busi Administration (despite a Bush campaign
promise), from public-land users, and from park
inholders. On the other hand,various associations
of govemars, slale legistatures, and mayors support
1 companion bill (S 370, Chafee Sen
Sasser is a co-sponson) fies dormant i the Senate
Energy Committee, which is watting lor the House o
cormplete actionbeloremoving lorward

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Wa cant alford to lose any
more Tennessee Congressmen as co-sponsors of
HR 876, We hope you will Ihani those who co-
sponsored the bill -- Reps. Cooper, Gordon, Ford,
Lioyd, Duncan, and Tanner -- and ask lor thelr
ennnnum strong support.  Ask Rep. Clemenl to

a co-sponsor (if he Isnt already) and wge
Reps. Ouillen and Sundquist 1o sign on again. it
you knowof a local area that could be prolected it
onlyfunds were available, usethisasan iliustralion
Inyour letter. Addresson p.2

Help save Antarctica from mineral
devel

The Convention on the Regutation of
Antarctica Mineral Resaurces Activities (CRAMRA),
adopted in June 1988 by the 20 countries that
operate research bases in Anlarctica, would open
tiis fragile continent fo mineral exploration and



development. For the agreement 10 enter into
force, i must be signed by 16 nations ihat have
temritoial claims on the continen. Recently, wo
such clalmant nations, Australia and France,
announced Ihat they would not sign the
agreement.  Australia  will, (ns(ead, xplore
prospects for the establishment of an Antarctic
Widemess Park, and France will support such a

Here in the US, however, the Bush
Administration strongly lavors the minerals
agreement. and the State Depariment has
presented the CRAMRA treaty to the Senate for
consideration. Ina recent letter to Pres. Bush.nine
environmenlal _organizations urged the
Administration 10 “respond positively ard creatively
to the Austrafian and French initiatives, which
provide a way to demonstrate the new US
commitment lo protect the global environment.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO : Write 1o Pres. Bush (the
While House, Wash. DC 20500)and uge him to
support estabiishing the Antarctic World Wildemess
Park. Ask both your Senators (addresses on p.2)
NOT 1o ralify the Antarctic Minerals treaty, and
instead, to supporl protection of the last wilderess
continent.

The futureof the Callfornia Desert

The Calfomia Deserl is a magical piace ofsand
dunes, mouniains and valleys, home to 760
speciss 0 M wuame a capet ol wildliowers In the
spring, jon of over 100,000 archeological
sites. Muchnllhe deserl has been putto extensive
use, and today even the last remnants ot the
deserl's natural and cultural treasures are
threatened. in recent years, off-road vehicies have
added tremendous pressures. The desert is very
easy 1o injure -- through erosion, soif displacement,
compaction, airpolftion --andit s very slow to heal
(e.g., vehicletracksshowfor decades)

The Calitomia Desert Protection Act, HR 780
(Levine)’S 11 (Cranston), would eslablish the
nation's S1st national park on present BLM lands —
the 1.5 million-acre Mojave National Park. Death
Valley and Joshua Tree National Monumertts would
be expanded and woukl become national parks. A
tolal of 4.5 million acres of specacular BLM lands

Id be preserved in 81 wilderness areas,
representing a cross section of the desert's
ecosystems. The bill is violently opposed by the
Calfornia Deser! Coalition (mining, ranching, and
matorcycie Industries), which has poured great
deals of noney Into a campaign of misinformation
Contrary 1o their allegatior:s. the bill leaves open
over 30,000 miles of roads; off-road-vehicte
enthusiasts would continue to be able to use an
area larger than Sequoia National Park; all active
mining and all valid claims woukd continue; grazing

X
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would continue, even within designated wildemess
areas; existing military uses of the desert would
continue.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to your US
Representative and both Senators (addresses on
p.2) and urge them to co-sponsor HR 780/S 11.
Chances are, they have already been lobbied with
misinformation by the bil's opponents; therafore
mention someothe rebutials (above) inyour letter,
alorigwilh reasons otwhy it is importani {o preserve
the desert.

Natiomal Arctic W ldl{fe Refug e (ANWR)

n August 22, the Natural Resouces Defense
Council (NRDC) filed suil against the Dept. of the
Interior, asking thecour!to declare as deficientihe
1987 Legislative Environmental Impact Statement
(or “1002 Report”) that recommended opening
ANWR to driling. It NRDC wins the suit, USDI wil
have 1o prepare a new LEIS. Environmental and
civic groups that have analyzed the 1002 Report
believethat it failsto address a number of important
environmental impacts and does ol examine ai

250
such groups (distributed over al 30 states) Sarior
this year pefioned Sec. Luian to prepare a new
LEIS. After the Exxon Valdez disasler, Lujan was
again asked10do 80 The lawsuit was filed only after
no_substantive response had been received to
either of Ihese petitions. In September. USOI
declined to resporid to a TCWP letler about ANWR,

ailing the pending NRDC lawsiit as the reason

Each time we read about ANWR, we run across
new facts that we'd like to share with you. Did you
know that virually all of Alaska's coastine is already
open to drilling? The ANWR Coastal Plain (1002
Area’) Ihat the oil companies lust tor wouid add only
3% fo the 55,000,000 acres already under
development. Al the oil that may be under ANWR
(underoptimislic projections) wouid last usonyfora
six-month “oil fix.” The Prudhoe Bay oilfieid,
2djaceni o ANWR's wester dge, omits 13 2
much nitrogen oxides as does allof New York City: a
suppressed USFWS report documents an alarming
decline inwildiite around Prudhoe

TCWP's letters about ANWR have brought
recent responses from a Senator and a
Congressman. Al Gore, Jr., stales that he does not
support S 684, the bill thal wouid open ANWR to
driling. The ieasing proposal, he writes, “reflecis
the failre of the Reagan and Bush Administrations
to develop a credible, comprehensive energy
policy.” - John Duncan, Jr, on the other hand, is
impressed by USDI's estimates of how rnuch o
there might be underthe Coastal Plainari saysthat
*any exploration would have to adhere to strict
environmental laws.*
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Although atl ANWR legislation (good and bad)
is currently on hoid while memaries of Exxon Valdez
are siill vivid, it will probablybe brought up again
nextyear. It you support profection tor "America’s
Serengetl,” your Senators and
Congrossmanwoman should know that you woud
like them to co-spansor S 39 and HR
respectively. the bills that wauld designate the
Coastal Plain as wikdemess

Inreased auto fuelefficiency could alleviate
several nmensal problem

There's something we ¢ando about global
warming, about alr potiution, and about the pressure
1o dril in areas ke ANWR (§8D, above) we can
greatly increase tre tuel efticiency of our cars
Unfortunatety, this efficiency was lowered, instead
of raised, when Pres. Reagan oliedback the CAFE
(Corporate Fuel Economy Average) standards tor
new cars that had been set by Congress. For 1986,
the CAFE standard was27.5 miles per gallon, but
Ihe Admmls(raﬂon reduced the requirement to 26

Forunately, Pres. Bush has raised the
Sndard, a loast bACK1027.5 g for 1990 cars

The MotorVehicle Fuel EfiiciencyAct, S 1224
(Bryan), would require that each manufacturer
Improve averagefuet economy ol both carsand light
ticks byS0 millon tons a yearby at least 20%by
1995 (average, 34.4 mpg). and 40%by the year
2000 (average. 40 mpg). Consw‘ger what would be

very one mpg @) a
reduclion ol 320,000 barrets a dayotoil imports; (b)
a reduction of $15 millon/yr in our trade defict.
Over the next 20 years, we would save more than
10 times the amount of il that could be recovered
from ANWR (under most optimi projections).
The bill would also resuftin major reductions inCQp
emissions, which cause global warming the first
step atone (20% improvement by 1985) would
reduce COzemissions byS0 milion tons a year.

The bill could be strengthened by requiring a
65%, instead of 40%, increase in CAFE standards
bythe year 2000, equivalent to an average of45

Most of this is achievable with existing
technology. _ Further, the bill shoutd specify
procedures that would prevent the currently
common practice of overestimating mpg; an
additional 5 mpg couldbe achievedihatway.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Sen. Gore, who is a
member of the Committee on Commerce, Science
& Technology (which is handiing S 1224) has
announced his intention 1o co-sponsor the bill
Express your appreciation, andurge him to support
the strengihening amendments summarized above.

Timber management reform for the Tongass
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The strong House bill, passed overwheimingly
in July, that reformed management provisions which
have led to greally excessive timber cuts in the
Tongass National Forest (NL172 {7E) was
Incoporated into the budget reconciliation bill (since
t saves a great deal of money) Alaska's Sen
Stevens (who in pastyears had svocessflly fought

any Tongass reform), urged Senators 1o reject
inclusion of the bill in the budget reconciiation.
whigh e aharacioripd '35 o House mahovver
designed to circumvent Senate debate on the
Tongass issue. In the Senate, Tongass-reform
legislation had not gone beyond the hearing stage:
s (Wirth) is similar to the House-passed bill
except that it does not contain any wilderness
designations (the House bill designates 1.6 milion
acres)

As_differences between the House and
Senate budget reconciiation bills are worked ot,
the Tongass reformwill hopefully stay in the final
package. Should this, however, fail to happen, it wil
be very important to get a good Senate bill passed
in this session.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to your senators
{address on p.2) and urgethem 1o co-sponsor the
Tongass Timber Reform Act, S 346. They should
suppor a reform package that includes a/i the
provisions of the House-passed bill, including
protection of 23 wilderness areas (as currently
written, S 346 supports only interim protection).
Send a copy to Pres. Bush and urge him to help
end taxpayer-subsidized deslruchnn of the
magnificent Tongass.
n.%ms in narion

According 1o a recent AP dispatch, Interior
Secretary Lujan told National Park Serviceoflicials
that he would like to see concessionaires in the
parks ban all non-biodegradable containers,
packages. and utensiis. An exception tothis poicy
might bemadeforplasticitemsthatare disposed of
througha recycling program

9. TCWP NEWS

The following were glected at our Annual Meeting
angwill serve TCWP in 1990:

President:.  Martha Ketelle

Vice Pres:  Maureen Cunningham

Secretary’ Louise Marke!"

Treasurer: Charles Kiabunde

Directors: Chuck Coutant
David Adier Bob Luxmoore
Dick Ambrose Neil McBride®
Judith Barlow Lee Russel

* marks newcomers to the Board



Nominating Commitiee:
Mtiamiertesz(chat)
Sylvia
LynanghI

Anqual Meeling Report

Over 50 of us spent a delightiul and highly
Intormative weekend at Pickett State Park,
22-24. An outstanding program had been arranged
by Martha Ketelle and Jenny Freeman Johnson,
most of it focussed on discussion of water- and
land-resource conservation in Tennessee. This
NEWSLETTER reports on quite a bit of what we
leaned about the state Scenic Rivers Program
(§3A), candidate National Wild & Scenic Rivers
(§3C), funding strategies for land acgisition for
najural-areas protection (§4A). other resource-
protection strategies (§4B, C, E}, and the problem
of Big South Fork Deferred Areas (§2A). Special
mention should also be made ofthe highly informed
and informative wrap-up by John Wiliams and the
delighttully illustrated after-dinner talk by Chris
Brown about river conservation.

The thoroughly scrumptious meals and snacks were
catered byJenny's siste, Martha Friedman, andher
husband, Richard. The weather was just right
raining and drizzing whilewe listened to talks and
panels, then ciearing mid-afternoon Saturday,
exactly intimeforour shoripre-dinner hike. Sunday
was a briliantly clearday,which many ofus enjoyed
byhikingtothe Twin Arches, andon paitwaytoward
Slave Fals. Atogether, a memorable weekend

Board member David Adler has taken on the Iarga
task of updating the He'
gratefulto any of youwho agree tocalla short cnaln
{usuatly, 7 people) when an occasion arses

The following assisted in assembling NL 172 and in
getting # ready for mailing: Dick Ambrose, Marion
Garber, Mr. and Mrs_Frank Hensley, Louise Markel,
Alice Runisch, and Fred Sweeton. They have our
gratitude.

Bill and Lee Russell received the Tennessee
Nature Conservancy's annua conservation award

10. ACTIVITIES; READING MATTER

Needed: people lo feach h a residential
environmental education program near
Chatianooga; pay based on background and
experience. Contact John Shober, Envil Program
Dir,, Camp Lookout Outdoor Education Center, At
2, Box 290, Rising Fawn, GA 30738, Ph.404.620-

EARTHBEAT is the_name of a new weekly
environmental news TV program on the Turner

NL173, 11/9/89
“

Broadcasting Syst; airtime, 11-11:30pm, Sundays

can take to follow tmougn on the solutions 10
problems disaussed on the show.
The week of April 22, 1990, has been designated
Iora National Celebration ol the Outdoors, when, it
groups throughout the USA wil organize
activitiesocreatepublic awarenessof,and support
for, protection of scenic resources andopen space
function ot the Celebration is o include
Pprotection of land resources among the issues that
willgain prominence when the 20th Anniversary of
Earth Day is celebrated in Apri 1990. For
suggestions on activities that you might wish to
organize, and forother into, write Natl Celebrationof
the Outdoors. 1250 - 24th Si, NW, Suite 500,
Wash,DC 20037.
“The Tennessee Recycling Repor” is the name of
of a new publication by theTenn Envtl. Councifs
Solid Waste Program., 1725 Church St., Nashville
37203

Recycle Source, Inc., Nashville 615-254-9559 sells
recycled paper suitabie fora variety otuses.
“Clearcutting: A Crime Against Nature.” by Ned Fritz,
is availabie thiough the Texas Comiltee on Naturai
Resouices, 5934 Royal Lane, Sulte 223, Dallas, TX
75230; send check for$16.50. Fritz isa trial lawyer
andwasa leader inthe efiortto establishBig Thicket
National Preserve
The 1989/90 guide, "The most Energy-Eflicient
Appliances®, $3.00, is one of severai publications
by the American Council for an Energy-Efficient
Economy (Sulle 535, 1001 Connecticut Ave, NW,
1001 Connecticut Ave, Wash. DC 20036)
. The Environmenta Magazine” will go on sale in
January as a 64-page bimonthly. I promises to
synthesize a lot of dwerse Information, provide
overviews, and take an activist stance. $20 for 1
year. Call 1-800-825-0061
“Land Letter" is an information service on natural
resource policy, legislation, litigation, etc., that
provides three reporls every month. $100/year.
Call 202-783-7762
“Ominous_Fulure Under the Ozone Hole:
Assessing Elologlcal Impacts inArtarctica, by Mary
Voytek, 6 $10 from EDF, 1616 P Street,
WihoC 20077 804




