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10 OUR, EMBATJ,LED RIVERS: THE DUCK AND LITTLE T 

A. Columbia Dam: Don't let onl the dam ro onents do the talkin ! 

2 • 

Dam proponents are 19 t1ng not on y or new un s ut or 0 ones. 
(a) New funds: the Administration budget contains "only" $7 million for this project for 

Fiscal Year 1979 (see "hit list" item �9D). The pro.;.dam lobby complains that, at that 
rate, the dam won't be closed until 1985. Sen. Sasser says he'll try to get more than 
4 times what the budget recommends -- he'll ask for $30 million -- when this item comes 
before the appropriations committee on which he serves. Sen. Sasser's office claims 

� he;s getting no anti-dam mail. Let's try to remedy this! Remember that this project 
I'� makes no power and has no navigation. It was "justified" in terms of highly questiona­

ble caTCulations for recreation, water supply, and secondary employment benefits. 
The third one of these supposed benefits is a way of counting the second one twice, and 
has repeatedly been disallowed in Bureau of the Budget calculations that arrived at 
benefit/cost ratios of way below 1.0. Even with TVA's juggling of the facts (which 
was successfully exposed in court) the b/c ratio was no higher than 1.3. When TVA 
was required to re-calculate b/c during last year's hit-list review, it came to 0.6. 
The Duck is a beautiful river, bordered by rock ledges and probably some of the big-
gest trees in Tennessee. With regard to fauna, it is the richest river in the eastern 
U.S. Please let Sen. Sasser know some of these things (Senate Office Bldg., Washington, 
D.C. 20510), Send a similar letter to your Representative (House Office Bldg, DC 20515). 

(b) Old funds: of $20 million appropriated by Congress for Columbia in FY 1978, TVA was 
planning to spend only $13 million. This was due to the fact that for Congressional 
demands for $153 million worth of expenditures for a combination of various TVA projects, 
the agency actually received only $138 million. On Feb. 6, however, a group of Columbia 
Dam supporters led by Lon McFarland appeared before the TVA Board and demanded an in­
crease in the FY78 expenditures for the dam. They got to sit at the Board table and 
several of them made speeches. A goodly number of dam opponents were there too, but had 
to sit in the audience. Only one of them, Frank Fly, got to talk. As TCWP executive 
director, Bill Chandler, went to the microphone, he was cut off when Lon McFarland 
claimed that, since he had called the meeting, he didn't have to let the opposition 
speak. TCWP's written statement, however, went in the record. A few days following 
the meeting, Chairman Wagner announced that the FY 78 expenditures for Columbia would be 
uPfed from $13 to $16 or 17 million. We are trying to find out what other TVA projects 
Wl 1 suffer as a result of this money transfer. 

The lawsuit is still in the works, but there ;s pressure on us to hold off,for the time being, 
on the endangered species aspect of it (where we would have a superb case) in order to decreasE 
threats to the Endangered Species Act (see �lB)o There are, however, other grounds on which 
the suit will probably be filed. 

--7 Remember to �/rite to Sen. Sasser and your Representative. 
B. Keep writing about alternatives to Tellico Dam 

Supreme Court action on the Tellico Dam Endangered Species s�it may come in a month. Since the 
defendant (TVA) is a government agency, the U.S. Justice Dept. has now filed a defense brief. 
However, this brief contains a dissenting appendix by Interior Secretary Cecil Andrus, stating 
the position that there are beneficial alternatives to the dam. It may be recalled that the 
Genera 1 Accounting Offi ce I s Repo��t,j#EMD-77 -58) recommended that a thorough benefit/cost 
reevaluation be carried out, and.that alternatives to the dam had not been properly evaluated 
by TVA. 

There are a few indications that Sen. Baker may be backing off a little from his intention of 
weakening the Endangered Species Act by (it has been widely reported) amending Sec. 7 so as 
to permit an agency to decide on its own whether a given project would harm critical habitats 
of endangered species. The nation's largest conservation groups, the National Wildlife Federa­
tion and National Audubon Society, have joined in our effort; and their presidents, accompanied 
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by Bill Chandler, are meeting personally with Senator Baker this week. Please back them 
� up with your letters (Senate Office Bldg, DC 20510). 

7\ 
In the House of Representatives, the Merchant Marine Committee is presently considering 
simple re-authorization of the Endangered Species Act, with no major amendments expected. 
However, in March, the Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife Conservation & Environment will 
ho 1 d overs i ght heari ngs, and Tell i co Dam is 1 ike 1y to be on the calendar March 10-12. 
A roughly similar agenda is expected for the Senate. Write to your Representative and *. both Senators" now and ask them to transmit your opi ni on to the appropri ate commi ttee 
considering the Act. Remind them that the GAO report (see above) has concluded: " Congress 
shoul d prohi.:bitthe [Tenn. Valley] Authori ty from further work on the project and shou1 d 
not exempt the project from the Endangered Species Act until more current information 
[on the alternatives to the dam] is received." Remind them also that the dam would flood 
17,100 acres qf prime agricultural lands, and that the freeflowing Little T and its valley 
constitute a tremendous recreational resource (floating, trout fishing, historical study) 
that could relieve the extreme overcrowding in the Smokies. Every agency, except TVA, has 
been able to live with the Endangered Species Act in literally thousands of possible con­
flicts. The Act must not be jeopardized to save a worthless project! 

2. TVA: LET'S GET A FINE, NEW TVA BOARD 

A, TVA Board appointment 
A vacancy on the three-member TVA board of directors will occur in May when Aubrey Wagner 
retires. A recent " Businessweek" article mentioned three potential nominees: Al Smith, 
John Gibbons, and Frank Smith. Rick Herod, a top aide to Senator Baker, has also announced 
his candidacy. Al Smith is a newspaper publisher from western Kentucky and was billed as 
the leading candidate for the position. Many of you, of course, know Jack Gibbons, a char­
ter member of TCWP, from his work as director of the ORNL-NSF Environmental Program, his 
position as director of the Office of Energy Conservation in the Federal Energy Office, and 
his current job as director of University of Tennessee Environment Center. Frank Smith is 
a former Mississippi congressman, and is not considered a serious contender for TVA. Rick 
Herod is very knowledgeable about TVA (and has been most helpful to TCWP on many occasions), 
but supports the Columbia and Tellico Dams. 

TVA badly needs a second board member with the credentials of David Freeman, that is, 
someone who is technically sophisticated, knowledgeable and experienced in energy issues, 
and sensitive to the environment. The TVA, with its profound responsibility for the well­
being of our region, is no place for on-the-job training. John Gibbons has very impressive 
credentials: he has directed research on energy and the environment for years for agencies 
as diverse as the National Academy of Sciences, the U.S. General Accounting Office, the U.S. 
Office of Technology Assessment, the National Science Foundation, and the Tennessee Energy 
Office. Most recently, he was confirmed as a member of the Tennessee Energy Authority 
board of directors. By contrast, Al Smith has spent his entire professional career in 
newspaper publishing, a position which he used, among other things, to promote stream 
channelization projects and bad dams. The Kentucky Rivers Coalition reports that Smith 
had always been a strong supporter of the policies of Chairman Aubrey Wagner, although 
now he claims to be in 100% agreement with the ideas of David Freeman. Basically, Smith 
does not haveithe credentials and experience necessary to do a good job, nor is he probably 
sensitive to the critical issues involved. 

�_WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to President Jimmy Carter (The White House, DC 20500) and recommend 
l' that he nominate John Gibbons for the critical job of director of TVA (to replace Aubrey 

Wagner). Gibbons is a Virginian (some people claim we can't have another Tennessean on 
the Board) who is widely recognized both nationally and internationally. Stress Gibbons' 
broad range of experience in energy and environmental issues, and point out that TVA is too 
important an agency to risk while political favorites such as A1 Smith gain on-the-job 
training. -- Send copies to Senators James Sasser and Howard Baker (Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20510) Je.V o/, 
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B .  Other TVA capsu l es 
(i) TVA i s  devel opi ng a computeri zed i nformati on system for i ts Reg i onal Her i tage program. 
The system wil l conta i n  locati ons of  endangered spec i es , waterfalls , natural bri dges , 
nati onal hi stor ic  s i tes , and other unusual resources . T he  TVA Reg i onal Heri tage Program 
was establ i shed wi th the cooperati on of the Nature Conservancy .  As an outgrowth of the 
study , TVA i s  developi ng pl ans to protect caves hous i ng the endangered gray bat . 

* 

( i i )  TVA i s  the only federal agency that i s  compl etely exempt from the prov i s i ons of the 
F i s h  & Wi l dl i fe Coordi nati on Act of 1 934 , whi c h  requ i res rev i ew of  dam pl ans  by the U . S .  
F1sn & Wildl ife Servi ce for the purpose of prov i d i ng m i t i gati on for destroyed habi tat. 
T here are many other weaknesses i n  th i s  44-year-o l d  l aw, and a move i s  underway to 
strengthen i t .  
( i i i )  Cl i nchport , V i rgi n i a  has gone through  4 major Cl i nch  R i ver fl oods i n  the past 20 
years . Rather than promoti ng a dam , TVA i s  prov i di ng $2 mi11 i on to relocate about 50 
fl oodpl a i n homeowners to h i gher ground nearby .  Perhaps the non-structura l  approach to 
floods has fi nally come to the Tennessee Vall ey� 
( i v )  I n  a recent s peech , Di rector Dav i d  Freeman po i nted out that while the envi ronmenta l 
movement of the late 1 960's may have spo ken wi th pretty strident vo i ces ( because softer 
s tatements hadn ' t  gotten much attenti on ) , i t  brought about changes i n  nati onal di recti on 
that our ch ildren and grandch ildren will be gratefu l for .  I ndustry has come to accept 
bas ic envi ronmental safeguards as a part of doi ng bus i nes s . He call ed for lI an end i n  
the c i v i l wars that have raged between energy and the env i ronment , and between Government 
and industry .  The pla i n  truth is that we are i n  a race for surv i val . 1I 
(v) TVA has approved a $7 . 6  mi l l i on so lar  demonstrat i on prog ram , whi ch would look at 
ways to bri ng  down the cost of solar i ns tallati on , identi fy the most  rela i ble and economi c 
equi pment ,  and evaluate u ses of so l ar energy to replace conventi onal fuel s i n  s upplyi ng 
process s team for i ndustri al use . I n  a rel ated study , TVA would exami n e  the poss i ble 
use of forest product res i dues and other II b i omas sll fuel sources from plants . The solar 
demonstrati on program will be funded from power revenues . 

3. SMOKI ES: HELP NEEDED I N  MOV I NG SEN . SASSER ' S  B I LL 

Senator Sasser i s  persi sti ng i n  efforts to get heari ngs i n  the Senate Energy & Natura l  
Resources Comm . o n  h i s  bill ( S.2342 )  wh i ch would des i gnate 475 , 000 acres of the Great 
Smoky Mtns Nati onal Park as wi l dernes s ( see NL 84 � l A ) . However , he i s  recei vi ng strong 
pressure from Rep. Lamar Gudger of Swa i n  Cy , N.C . ,  to hol d off until a settlement of the 
1943 Agreement i s  reached. (As you may recal l ,  i t  was the demand for a settlement  of th i s  
agreement that had l ed the Park Serv i ce i n  past years to come u p  wi th the North  S hore 
Road and the subsequent T ransmountai n Road proposalsJ The Gudger pressure i s  probabl y 
a l so respons i b l e  for the fact that no one i n  the House has i ntroduced a compani on b i l l  
to Sasser ' s .  Congressmen Duncan and Qu i l l en ,  whose d i stricts are i nvol ved say they are 
studying  the i s sue; and Congresswoman Ll oyd says i t  would be i nappropri ate for her s i nce 
i t  i sn't her d i stri ct. However , settlement i s  an i ntegral part of the Sasser b il l  � i t  
s tands , i . e . , the Secretary of the I nter ior  i s  d i rected to seek agreements wi th the State 
of N.C .  and Swa i n  County II pursuant to the Agreement of July 30 , 1 943 . 11 Such settlement 
mi ght ta ke vari ous forms ( i nclud i ng , perhaps , a federal cash  payment to Swa i n  County)  
wi thout encroach i ng on  the  proposed wilderness .  S i nce the b ill  s pec i fi cally calls for 
settl ement,  there i s  absol utel y  no excuse for del ayi ng i ts progress  through Congress. 

What you can do: ( a )  If  you have not yet wri tten to Sen . Sasser to thank h im  for i ntro­
ducing this long-needed b ill ,  pl eas� do so now and ask  h i m  to push  for early  commi ttee 
heari ngs. I f  you have a l ready thanked h i m  please wri te aga i n to ask  for the heari ngs 
(Senate Offi ce Bl dg , Was h . DC 2051 0 ) . ( b )  Wri te to Congressmen Duncan and Qu illen ( House 
Offi ce B l dg 2051 5 ) , aski ng them to  i ntroduce a compan i on b i l l  and explai ni ng  that the 
Sasser bi ll  takes care of the 1 943-Agreement i s sue . If you l i ve i n  N . C . , be sure to 
wri te to Congr .  Gudger . 

The NPS has i ssued a Statement for Management for the G t .  Smoky Mtns . Natl . Park . ( We 
have a copy . ) The General Management Plan will be ready late i n  the s pri ng . I n  the 
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meant ime , there are i ncreasing threats of mi smanagement around the Park ' s  borders . A 
,OOO-acre , multi-mill i on $$ "theme park ," 'Caned Smokyworld and Smoki es , has been pro­
posed by developer J .  D.  Lee ( remember Laurel Valley? ) for the L ittle Ri ver valley near 
Townsend . The  plan call s for , among other th i ngs , a 12-story ferri s wheel , two 2 1 - story 
towers , condomi n iums , and a convent i on center . I f  you want to do someth i ng about it , 
get i n  touch w ith Alternat i ves  for Blount County , P .  O .  Box 1 694 , Maryville, TN  37801 . 

4 .  B I G  SOUTH FORK: FUNDING PROSPECTS ; PLANN I NG 

A .  Fundi ng prospects 
As we had predicted ( NL 84 �4 ) , ( a )  the Admi n i strat i on ' s Fi scal Year 1 979 budget request 
d i d  not i nclude any fund i ng for B i g  S .  Fork land acqui s it i on (th i s be i ng part of the 
"no new starts  II pos iti on ) ; and ( b )  t he  prospects st ill look good that such a budget 
request will be fort hcomi ng  s hort l y .  Kathy Fletcher , Asst . D i rector o f  t h e  Wh ite House 
Domest i c  Pol i cy Staff , writes: " . . .  we have every i ntenti on to propose new starts by 
about March , when as a result of our Water Pol i cy Rev i ew , we will probably have a number 
of new proposals  to send to the H ill . T h i s will be st ill t imely for t he budget process, 
and all of your i nformat i on and letters have not gone unnot i ced . "  Another encouragi ng 
statement came from the Offi ce of Management & Budget: "We are pleased to know of t he 
support for the project by groups such  as yours and the congress i onal delegat i ons . We 
will certai nly take thi s support i nto account i n  any future recommendat i ons we may make 
with respect to it . "  Senator Sas ser i s  keep i ng up the  pressu re on the Wh ite House . On 
January 26 , he agai n  wrote to the Pres i dent , reiterat i ng that lithe B i g  South Fork i s  
envi ronmentally a good project . . . .  [ it] i s  one of my pri orit i es . "  Sen . Sasser , al so , 
i s  aware that a revi sed Pres i dent i al budget recommendat i on will be made after completion  
of the water-pol i cy rev i ew ;  and , in  any case , he has  promi sed to get an appropri at i on, 
regardless  of  whether or not t here i s  an Admi n i strat i on request . What you can do: If 
you have not already done so , thank Sen . Sas ser for h i s  conti nu i n g  support . Ask both  � your Senators and your Representat i ve to help i n  getti ng the largest poss i ble appropria­
t i on for acqu i s it i on funds th i s spri ng . 

B .  0 & W rail bed alternat i ves and other plann i ng 
I n  the meant ime/the planning process st ill goes on . The Corps  of Engi neers i s  studyi ng 
the desi rabil ity and feas i bil ity of restori ng rail serv i ce or other modes of transporta­
t i on along t he old 0 & W ra i 1 bed between Onei da and Jamestown . Th i s  ra ilbed follows the 
Pi ne Creek on the east s i de of the BSF , then a lengthy stretch of the BSF i n  one of its 
wildest parts , t hen the North  Wh ite Oak Creek on the west . Alternat i ves con s i dered to 
date are: ( i )  a full-work ing  spur l i ne from the Southern RR at Onei da , extendi ng all 

* 

the way to Jamestown (we understand there i s  some pressure for th i s  from fre i ght  i nterests); 
( i i )  a ra il l i ne extend i ng from Verdun ( on the outsk i rts of Onei da )  to Zen ith on the N. 
Wh ite Oak Creek ( i . e . , omitti ng the Zenith-to-Jamestown port i on of alternat i ve i ,  wh ich 
compri ses the upper 2/3 , approx . ,  of  the N .  Wh ite Oak Creek valley) ; ( i i i )  a road from 
Verdun to Zen ith ; ( i v )  a b i cycle pat h  from Zenith  to the  0 & W RR bridge over the BSF .  

TCWP i s  completely opposed t o  alternat i ve ( i i i ) ,  whi ch would bri ng the i ntru s i on o f  noise, 
smell , and overcrowd i ng i nto frag ile and wild gorge areas . We hope you will i ndi v i dually 
express your oppos iti on to t h i s  alternat i ve ( Col .  Robert K .  Tener , D i stri ct Eng i neer, 
Corps of Engi neers , P .  O. Box 1 070 , Nashville , TN 37202 ). We are , further , opposed , to 
any construct i on expenditures that would compete with acqu i s it i on funds i n  these t imes 
of scarce money . Land acqu i s it i on to protect the Area agai nst degradat i on ana speculation 
i s  the A- 1 pri ority ri ght now! If  someth i ng does get bu ilt on the 0 & W ra i 1 bed i n  the 
future -- and only after all the l and acqu i s it i on has been funded - - a l imited ra ilroad 
( alternat i ve i i)or an even s horter stretch ) mi ght not be envi ronmentally too harmful , 
prov i ded care i s  taken ( a )  that the ra i 1 bed , its shoulder , and the bri dges are constructed 
so  as not to  be also usable by motorb i kes ; and ( b )  that no accessory road i s  bu ilt to 
help in-railroad construct i on ,  s i nce such  roadway, even if subsequently abandoned , would 
undoubtedly rema i n  as:motorb i ke path . Alternat i ve ( iY ) , the bi cycle path  from Zen ith  _ 

.. ,�, .---­all 



to the BSF i s  al so envi ronmental ly  acceptabl e ,  provi ded such a path does not become 
access i b l e  to motorbi kes at the Zen i th end ( i t  wou l d presumabl y  be safe at the BSF 
end i f  the bri dge i s  l eft unrestored ) .  

· 6 . 

At a meet i ng of l ocal  offic i a l s recently hel d at One i da , i t  was dec i ded that the three 
devel opment d i stricts i nvol ved i n  the 7-county area shou l d  serve as col l ectors of materi al  
to be formul ated i nto an overal l reg i onal p l anni ng program , and shou l d work j o i nt l y  lito 
secure federa l funds so that emphas i s  on the proj ect  can be accel erated ."  I n  Tennessee 
the partici pat i ng deve lopment d i stricts are the East Tenn . DO and the Upper Cumberl and �O. 

5 .  OBED: WATER QUAL ITY PROTECT I ON EFFORTS 

The Nati onal Park Service i s  tak i ng vari ous steps to protect water qua l i ty i n  the Obed 
system. ( a )  NPS has expressed i ts desi re to partici pate i n  the pl ann i ng ,  devel opment , 
and i mplementati on of water-qua l i ty management pl ans for the watershed (wi th i n  the frame­
work of the Sec. 208 and Sec . 303 programs of the Fed . Water Pol l ut i on Control Act ). 
( b )  NPS has requested that the ful l 1 00 mi l es recommended for Wi l d  & Scen i c  Ri ver status 
in the BOR study be i dent i fi ed as outstand i ng nati onal  resource waters i n  the state's 
water qual i ty management pl an . (c ) NPS has requested that stri pmi ne permits conta i n  condi ­
t i ons that properl y  contro l  or el imi nate d i scharges i nto the system , and has as ked for 
copi es of a l l permi ts . ( d )  NPS wi l l  establ i sh a water qual ity monitori ng system and 
wi l l  noti fy the state of any pol l ut i on . ( e )  N PS i s  worki ng  through E PA to have an  i nput 
into the revi ew and approval of the state's water qual i ty management p l an .  TCWP i s  most  
ap prec i a t i ve of these far-rang i ng efforts  by the NPS , and  part i cul arly by Projec t  Manager , 
Doyl e Kl i ne .  

6 .  STR I PMINE  NEWS 

A. The federal l aw swi ngs i nto acti on 
The SE reg i onal off i ce of the new Offi ce of Surface Mi n i n g  and Rec l amat i on Enforcement 
wil l  be l ocated i n  Knoxv i l l e. John W i l l i ams , formerl y a staff attorney for the East Tenn . 
Kesearch  Corp . ,  wi l l  be l ega l counsel i n  a h i gh pos i t i on i n  that offi ce . Many of  you 
know John, who hel ped organ i ze TCWP ' s  b i g  Water Qual ity Workshop a few years back , and 
who has , over the years , been one of the strongest forces i n  gett i ng stripmi ne-generated 
water po l l ut i on under state and then federal contro l . We can't imag i ne a more qual i fi ed 
person for the job . -- We got numerous requests for appl i cat i on forms for the vari ous 
job open i ngs  in stri pmi ne- l aw admi n i strat i on that were announced in the l ast NEWSLETTER 
( NL 84 �6A . i i i ) .  Apparentl y there i s  sti l l  an open i ng for Recl amat i on Spec i a l i st ( GS - 1 3 ) , 
since we ' ve recei ved a new set of forms . 

The fi nal i n terim regul ati ons for the federal l aw ( PL 95-87 ) were publ i shed i n  Decembe� 
and affect al l new mi nes open i ng after Feb . 3 ,  1 978 and al l ex i sti ng mi nes after May 4, 
1 978 -- except for smal l operati ons ( l es s  than 1 00 , 000 tons/yr ) , which have unt i l 1 / 1 / 79  
to  compl y .  The fi nal ly  publ i shed regs d i ffer from an ear l i er draft i n  many respec ts : 
they are stronger i n  some ways and weaker i n  others , but t he l atter changes seem to pre­
dominate. A particu l arly unfortunate weakeni ng feature concerns bur i a l  of toxi c and ac i d­
formi ng materi al s; the draft requ i red 5 feet , many c i t i zens asked for 8 feet , and the fi nal  
regs requ i re on ly  4 ftl An important strengthen ing  feature , however , i s  t hat i n  order 
for an operator to come under the 1 00 , 000 tons/yr exempti on ( see above ) he has to furn i s h  
a sworn affi davi t/and there must be med i a  not i ce o f  th i s appl i cati on . Look for these , 
s i nce a l arge number of East Tenn . operators wi l l  be affected . - - There appears to be 
some confu s i on i n  the  state l eg i s l ature as to what i t  takes to get a State regul atory 
program approved, Unti l t h i s  occurs , the i ni t i al regs are i n  effect . 

B .  State re u 1 ati ons for surface mi ni n i n  waters 
As reported ear i er NL 84 �6B . i i i  , fo l l owi ng l ast year ' s  v i ctorious  fi ght aga i nst  AMAX , 
the Water Qual ity Contro l Di vi s i on was requested to draft regs perta i n i ng to  mi n i ng  i n  or 
through streams. Two of our members , Jenny Freeman and Lou i se Gorenfl o ,  s ubmitted deta i l ed 
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and knowledgeable testimony on behalf of TCWP . These testimon i es ,  wh ile commending the 
WQCD for an excellent attempt at comply i ng wi th the Board's d i ffi cult mandate , also sug­
ges t qui te a number of changes in the proposed regs. As  one testimony points out, the 
regs attempt to establ i s h  gui del i nes for mi n i ng procedures that have not yet been ade­
quately researched. I f  mi n i ng through streams i s  permi tted at  all , many of our streams 
could be i rreparably damaged before we learn what we should have k nown ahead of time. 
Coal stri ke used as excuse  to relax water protection 
Governor Blanton , on the recommendation of Tenn . Energy Authori ty ch i ef Spi tzer, has 
reportedly as ked EPA to wa i ve the i r  rev i ew - - and part i cul arly the c i ti zen i nput proce .. 
dure - - of d i scharge permi ts for coal mi ning operati ons. He cla i ms th i s  would speed 
up getti ng coal to TVA in the present "cri si s "  situation. I t  s hould be noted ( a )  that 
there i s  no prov i s i on i n  the law to permit such a wa i ver , ( b )  that only 6% of  TVA's coal 
comes from Tennessee stripmi nes , and ( c )  that , i f  anyth i ng has slowed down str i pping, 
it is  the weather rather than the permi tt i ng  procedure .  Blanton reportedly was asked by 
EPA to furn i s h  more proof that we are i n  a cri sis , i .e  •• he was let down  gently. 

Stri�mi n i ng and floods 
In , 77, areas in Appalach i a  that were never fl ooded before experi enced 3 or 4 floods, 
with severi ty be i ng proportional not to ra i nfa ll  but to humanly caused land d i sturbance. 
Even though clearcutti ng, construct ion , and certain agri culture all play a role, the pre­
domi nant factor appears to be stripmi n i ng ,  part i cularly on steep slopes . The Appalachia 
Sc i ence i n  the Publ i c  I n terest Flood Project ( P .  O .  Box 6 1 2 ,  Corb i n ,  KY 40701 ) is  collecti 
meteorolog i cal ,  geolog i cal ,  and hydrolog i cal data , as  well as i nfo on human land distur­
bance and flood damage i n  Harlan County . They also suggest ( and we concur)  that the 
federal government undertake an i nteragency study ( E PA ,  USD I , Corps , USFS , TVA , etc.) 
on the causes of recent Appalachian flood i ng. 

7 .  WATER QUALITY IN TENNESSEE 

A. Non-poi nt  sources : TCWP to  organize a 208-prorram workshop 
Sec. 208 of the Federal Water Pollut ion Contro Act provides for water qual i ty/land use 
plann i ng by the s tates to prevent pollution from non-po i nt sources. I n  December , the 
Conservati on Foundati on s ponsored a Sec . 208 C i tizens Tra i n i ng I n s t i tu te at Callaway 
Gardens ,  and as a result ,  Tennessee now has a statewi de C i tizens Adv i sory Commi ttee (CAe), 
chai red by Dr. Ruth Neff. A TCWP comm i ttee has been formed to mon i tor the state's imple­
mentati on of the 208 Program , wi th Lou i se Gorenflo (who attended the Trai ni ng I nst. at 
Callaway Gardens )  as TCWP ' s  representative on the CAC ,  and Bill Chandler r�presenting 
TCWP on the Techn i cal Advi sory Subcommittee on Min i ng .  The CAC is  arranging a series of 
day-long workshops around the state , funded by a Conservation Foundati on grant, and TCWP 
has offered to organize the one on mining . Volunteers are needed to hel p plan this 
mining workshop and to part i c i pate i n  the others. ( The first  one , on agriculture, will 
be at the UT Student Center March 4 .  See calendar. ) Please contact Lou i se Gorenflo. 

��. 974-2410 or 546- 105 1 , or Bill Chandler , 974-4251 , both i n  Knoxv ille , or Ruth Neff, 
J\- 25 1 - 1 1 10 i n  Nashville , i f  you can help. 

B. Poi nt  sources : State i n  danger of los i ng control over NPDES permi ts 
Under the 1972  Water Polluti on Control ActJthe National Pollution Discharge Elim i nation 
System ( deal i ng wi th poi nt sources ) can be admi n i stered through states , provi ded they 
are properly qual i fi ed. Although the EPA has found Tennessee's  law and regulations to 
be exemplary , i t  i s  granti ng the state only prov i sional authori ty to admi n i ster NPDES 
permi ts . The reason for this  is  that the Blanton budget conta i ns not a red cent of 
funding for the N PDES program , even though the WQD i v i s i on had l i sted this  as  their A-l 
pri ori ty. Naturally , EPA i s  worried abou t  the adequacy of the state' s  resources for 
meeti ng program requ i rements . As a result , the state's performance will be reviewed 
every quarter ; and , i f  the General A s sembly doesn't override the Blanton budget recommen­
dati on and provi de some funding for next year , EPA will w i thdraw N PDES from state control 
altogether. 
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C. Hol ston Ri ver polluti on makes i t  i nto SC I ENCE 
An art i cl e  i n  SCI ENCE of Dec. 9, 1977  focuses on two eastern ri vers wi th bad mercury 
contami nation, and one of them i s  the North Fork of the Holston. The contami nat i on comes 
conti nually from the si te of a chl ori ne plant ( Ol i n  Corp. ) at Saltv ille, Va., that cl osed 
i n  1 972 . Mercury contami nati on extends to Cherokee Reservoi r. Concentrati ons i n  sed i ­
ments and fi s h  exceed the FDA l imi t, and are l i kely to rema i n  h i gh for decades to come. 
Who shall pay for cleanup? The Ol i n  Corp. pulled out i n  1 972, and before that, d i d  not 
fl out any federal l aw ( there was none ). But they caused the damage ; and if  they don't 
pay, who wi 1 "1 ? 

8. OTHER STATE NEWS 

A. The leg i slature 
( i) The government reorganization bill (wh i ch we opposed ) appears to be dead, hav i ng 
been sent back to calendar comm i ttee i n  mi d-February. Among other th i ngs, th i s  b i l l  
would have created a Dept. of Natural & Cultural Resources whi ch we opposed for several 
reasons : i t  would not separate promoti on and regulation of  resource explo i tati on ; 
it  wou l d  el i mi nate the i mportant two-step system for s tri pmi ne regulation ; and i t  would 
requi re no qual i f i cations for the pos i ti ons i n  env i ronmental  regulati on B ill Chandler 
testi fi ed to thi s effect before the Knox Cy. leg i slat i ve delegati on, and several of u s  
made cal l s .  - - Be on  the lookout  for a pos s i ble substi tu te bi ll  by Sen. Annabell O'Bri en. 
( i i )  The beverage contai ners bi l l  ( wh i ch we supported ) also appears dead. TCWP member 
B i l l  Ba i rd had worked particu l arly hard for thi s l eg i slati on. Among other th i ngs, he 
sampl ed Knox County res i dents by questi onna i re :  100% of the 93 persons who returned the 
questi onnai re wanted a Tennessee bottle law, desi gned to encourage return and reuse  of 
beer and soft-dri nk  contai ners. In response to our s imi l ar question in NL 84 , 1 0, we 
a 1 so had about a dozen cards sayi ng "yes, II and not a s i ng1  e " no. II A new b ill, HB  95 
( Marti n ), would authorize a s tudy to determi ne the poss i ble benefi ts from a bottle l aw. 
There've been studi es a-plenty, and thi s b i ll  can do noth i ng but delay the real thi ng . 
( i i i )  The coa l  severance tax bi l l  ( Sen. Ba i rd's SB 727, wh i ch we supported ) was defeated 
i n  commi ttee. Th i s  bill would have i ncreased the severance tax to 30t/ton ( a  compromi se : 
Ray Bai rd actually wanted 2% ), wi th the money to go to educati on ( 40%), h i ghways ( 40% ), 
and heal th care ( 1 7% ). Voti ng for : Ray Bai rd, Ashe, Gi llock, Whi te. Vot i ng aga i n st : 
A l bri ght, Hami l ton, O'Bri en. Pa ssed : Nea l.  Absen t :  Atchl ey. Some of  the counti es 
whose Senator(s) voted " no "  cou l d  rea l ly  have used th i s  hea l th care too! 
(;v )  The Coal Use Pol i cy bill,  wh i ch would have authorized a study or rel ati ve rel i ance 
on dee�vs. stri pmi n i ng, pas sed the Senate comm i ttee but was killed i n  House commi ttee . 

B. E l sewhere i n  the state 
( i) Gary T. Myers i s  the new D i rector of the Tenn. Wi l d l i fe Resources Agency (TWRA ) . 
He had been acti ng di rector s i nce August when Harvey Bray was f i red by the TWRCommi s s i on .  
Sam Venable (Knoxv ille News-Senti nel  Outdoors Edi tor )  descri bes Myers as  " a  man of com­
pl ete i ntegr i ty ... who' l l . • .  vamoose the fi rst t ime a b i o log i cally-questi onable pol i cy i s  
forced upon h im . 1I Venable pred i cts that the new challenge fo r TWRA i n  1978 will be devel op­
ment of a program ( perhaps a D i v i s i on )  for non-game and endangered s pec i es, l arge ly  wi th  
federa l ly  ava i l able funds. 
( i i ) C i tizens to Preserve Overton Park report that noth i ng further has happened s i nce two 
formerly pro- Park-routi ng groups (the Memph i s  Chamber of Commerce and Future Memph i s, I nc. 
-- see NL 84 , 10) as ked for a study of  alternati ve routi ngs for 1-40. Gov. Blanton 
opposes such a study. Unti l conv i nced otherwi se, CPOP i s  assumi ng that efforts wi l l  con­
ti nue to  amend federal l aw so as  to  exempt the Overton Park segment of  1-40 from ike law� 
protecti on, or to wi thdraw powers vested i n  the Sec. of  Transportat ion ( s i nce Sec. Brock 
Adams rej ected the State's plan to i nvade the Park. ) Sen. Baker has arranged for a heari ng 
by the Subcommi ttee on Transportati on of the Envi ronment & Publ i c  Wo rks Comm i ttee ( probably  
March 23 ), and  he  i s  quoted as sayi ng that 1-40 shoul d be  bu ilt through the  Park. Remember 
that our l aws that protect parklands and other envi ronmental values would have l i ttl e 
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re'levance if  s pec i al leg i slati on can be pas sed each time some local government wants a * destructive highway routi ng! Wri te to Sen. Lloyd Bentsen , Chairman , Subcommi ttee on 
Transportat i on ,  Senate Offi ce Bldg., Wash. DC 20510. Send copies to Senators Howard H .  
Baker , Jr., and J i m  Sasser , and to your Representative. 

(iii ) A Tennessee Youth Conservati on Corps program , under the s ponsorship  o f  the Dept. of 
Conservati on , will be conducted dur i ng the summer of 1978 at  two s i tes  on s tate-owned 
land , Big Hill Pond State Envtl, Education Area ( McNairy County )  and Fort Pillow State 
Histori c Area ( Lauderdale County),  The enrollees , who will be recru i ted by the State 
Recruiti ng Agent under the YCC State Grant Program , will be pai d  $2.65/hr and will receive 
conservation-related work experi ence , such as constructi on of h i king trails , tra il 
s helters , and waterfowl nesti ng structures; river cleanup ( Hatch i e ); development of camp­
sites� assistance wi th archeological excavations; surveys of small mammals and aquatic 
populations. The program will cost ca. $1 1 ,000 i n  state funds and $43,000 i n  federal 
funds. At each site, proj ect staff will cons i st of a camp director , wor k coordinator , 
and group leader. For more i nformation , wr i te to John H. Grant , Jr., D i rector , Div. of 
Info. and Educ., Tenn. Dept. of Conservat ion , 261 1 West End Ave., Nashv ille 37203. 
(iv ) Hike-bi ke trail. The State Building Commi s sion has approved $72,000 to acquire 1 1 .2 
miles of the abandoned Harr iman and NE  RR right-of-way between Harr i man and Petros to be 
developed as an i mportant l i n k  in the John Muir State Scenic Trail. Rep. Al Bissell , Jr. 

� deserves our thanks for helping in the crucial last step for obta i n i ng these funds . No 
motor bikes are , of course , permi tted on State Scen i c  Trails , but local res i dents are 
qlready getting jus tifiably worried that they· 1 1  get on anyway. We urge the Dept. of 
Conservation to take all necessary steps in trail construction and law enforcemen t to 
prevent th i s  happening. 

* 

(v ) An Environmental Educati on Department has been formed by the SE Tenn. Educat i onal 
Cooperative. A coordi nator has been hired and is  arrangi ng workshops , i dent i fy ing  needs 
and resources of the school systems , etc. I niti al fundi ng  comes from the SE  Tenn. Ed. 
Coop. and from TVA. Counti es i nvolved are Pol k ,  Bradley , McMi nn , Meigs , Rhea , Bledsoe , 
Sequatch i e ,  G��&y,and Marion. For info ,  write Mrs. Beverly Gamble , Envtl. Educ. Coor­
dinator ,  1 1 7 Grove Ave. , SW , Cleveland , TN 37311. 

9. RI VERS AND OTHER WATERS ; WATER-RESOURCE PROJECTS 

Search for outstandin free-flowi n rivers 
The Bureau of Outdoor Recreati on now a part of the Heri tage Conservation and Recreation 
Service )  is  conducting a search for outstanding free-flowing rivers in the SE. As  a 
first  step , they are inventorying all rivers that are at least 25  miles long. They hope 
to identify : ( a )  the best examples of river types i n  each phys i ograph i c  region ( the 
emphasis  being on having a respresentative Wild & Scen i c  Rivers System ) , ( b )  any unique 
river , regardless of physi ographic region , ( c )  all rivers wi th potent i al for qualifying 
for the W & SR Sys tem , and ( d )  those rivers with l i ttle or no potential. The Bureau is 
solici ting help i n  i denti fying the various values of the r ivers on the i r  i nventory. To 
that end , they are supplying  river lists for g iven physiograph i c  regions in the SE states 
on request ; and they will hold 12 meeti ngs throughou t  the SE i n  February and March. TCWP 
has i ndicated its i ntention to partici pate in such meeti ngs. We hope very much that our 
individual members will come forth and volunteer thei r knowledge of the rivers of Tennessee. 
If  you wi sh  to help  in th i s  endeavou r ,  please call the ed i tor (482-2 1 53 )  or B ill Chandler 
(579-5084 or 974-425 1 ) ;  or get in touch di rectly wi th BOR i n  A tlanta (404, 221 -4778, Fred 
Klimas ). 

Obion-Forked Deer wetlands endangered 
The Obion-Forked Deer Basin in West Tennessee conta i ns some of the most productive wetlands 
in the country. A Cor ps of Engi neers proj ect to channelize 225 miles i n  the Basin was 
halted by court order ( i ncomplete E I S ). Yet the Corps is  presently i n  the process  of 
grant i ng Sec. 404 dredge-and-fill permit to the Obi on-Forked Deer Bas i n  Authori ty ( a  state 
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agency ) which i s  destroy i ng the wetlands through the dumpi ng of dredged mater i al ,  even 
though under a Cease Order from EPA. The rather i nteresti ng scheme the Authori ty has 
devi sed i s  to make out their permi t appl i cati ons for only a small segment at a t ime ,  thus  
claimi ng that , s i nce the impact is  not s i gn i fi cant , no E I S  i s  requ ired. Several hundred 
separate appl icati ons will be i nvolved. Obvi ously , the combi ned work will have a very 
s i gn i ficant i mpac t  on the environment. We must  i ns i st that the project be cons i dered 
as a whole , and that an E IS be prepared. Ken Warren has done thi s on behalf of TCWP. 
Your i ndi v i dual letters  s hould be addressed to D i str i ct Engi neer ,  U. S. Corps of Engi neer s , 
668 Cl i fford Dav i s  Federal Bldg., Memphi s ,  TN 38 103. 
No " h i t  1 i st "  thi s �ear 
During the Congressl0na1 furor over last year's Admi n i strat ion h i t  l i st (wh i ch i ncluded 
the Columbi a  Dam on the Duck R.) , Pres ident Carter ordered that gu i del i nes for water 
pol icy reform be drawn up . Unfortunately , these recommendati ons  were not complete by 
the time the Admi n i strat i on budget had to be sent to the Congress , and therefore there 
was no backpup for any major water-resource fundi ng c hanges the Pres i dent mi ght have 
wanted to make. So all on-go i ng projects , no matter how unjusti f ied , recei ved a recommen­
dati on for conti nued fundi ng. For many projects , however , ( i nclud ing  the Duck ,  see , 1 A ) 
the amount i s  lower than proponents had pushed for. The water projects currently i n  the 
works will eventually cost the country $41 , 500 ,000 ,000. 
Omn i bu s  wild & scen ic  r i vers  b ill i n  the works  
The House Subcomm i ttee on National Par ks (of the House  I nter i or Commi ttee ) i s  prepar i ng 
an omn ibus b ill wh ich  will conta i n ,  i n  add i ti on to many nati onal-par k  related i tems, 
a package of 8 " i ns tant" and at  least  20 study r i ver s  for the National W ild & Scenic  
Ri vers System. The  package i s  based on  the  Pres i dent's Environmental Mes sage of  May 1977 , 
and the proposed " i nstant"  r i vers  are those on wh ich  favorable s tudi es have been completed. 
They are the Bruneau and Salmon i n  Idaho , Dolores i n  Colo., Pere Marquette i n  Mi ch., 
Skag i t  i n  Wash ., R i o  Grande i n  Texas , Upper Mi s s i s s i ppi  i n  Mi nnesota , and the Delaware 
R .  i n  N. Y .  and Penn. I f  you know and l i ke any of these r i vers , wr i te a letter of support 
to Phil Burton , c ha irman of the above-menti oned subcommi ttee. S i nce th i s  b ill i s  des igned 
for fast passage ,  Burton will delete r i vers  aga i nst  whi ch there  i s  a ny oppos i t i on , 
unless he has a l so heard some support. 
Dam safety 
Following last year's trag i c  failure of a dam at Toccoa Falls , Ga., the Admi n i strati on 
i s  allocati ng $ 1 5 mill i on th i s  year for dam i nspecti on. The Corps has i denti fi ed 9000 
dams i n  the " h i gh- hazard category " ( i  .e., lots of people 1 i v i ng downs tream ) , and i t  1 1 1 
take 2-3 year s  to i nspect just  these. Altogether there are 49 ,000 dams greater than 2 5  
f t  h i g h  i n  our country! I n  the period from 1930 to 1 966 , there  have been 98 recorded 
dam failures i n  the U.S., i.e. , an average of 2.7 per year. Recent ones you may remember 
were i n  Idaho , S. Dakota , Penn. , N.C. , and Ga. Even though the l i kel i hood of  fa ilure 
for any gi ven dam i n  any g i ven year i s  very small , the damage resulti ng  when such a 
fa ilure does occur i s  very huge. I t  i s  thus  pos s i ble that calculati ons will show such 
damages ( per un i t  t ime )  to be equal to , or i n  excess of ,  the flood damages to be prevented 
by the dams. You may wi s h  to request an exce 1 1  ent hear i  ng record , "Dam Safety 1977 "  
from Rep. Ryan's subcommi ttee of  the  Commi ttee on  Government Operati ons , B-37 1 Rayburn 
House Office Bldg , Wash. DC 2051 5. 
Ex i sti ng dams to be used for new hydro power 
The pend i ng energy bill conta i ns a provi s ion  authored by N. Y. Congr. Otti nger for studyi ng 
the feas i bili ty of i nstall ing  hydroelectr i c  generati n g  facil i ti es i n  ex i sti ng small dams . 
Good language i s  i ncluded to guard agai nst  adverse effects  on the streams on wh i ch the 
small dams are loc ated. However , s i nce any k i nd of development has the potenti al of 
harmi ng a r i ver , you should keep a close watch on what happens i n  your area . If the 
extra hydro power c an be i nstalled wi thout  adverse impacts , th i s  may be an acceptable way 
to meet power demands. A recent study estimates a potent i al at exi s t i n g  dams of an add i ­
t i onal 54.8 milli on kw , as compared to a total i nstalled hydro capac i ty i n  the nati on of 
65.2 mill i on kw. -- DOE has i n i t i ated a demonstrati on projec t  for the use 6f bulb turb i nes 
through the c i ty of Idaho Falls , I daho. More than 350 such turbi ne systems are i n  use  
worldwide , but none are yet  in  operati on in  the  USA. 
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G. Seaplanes may now land on Corps lakes 
Are you bothered by the racket of motorboats zoomi ng across  your favori te corner  of a lake? 
Just wai t ,  i t'll be drowned out by the noi se  of a seaplane land i ng or  tak i ng  off nearby! 
The Corps o f  Eng i neers has l i fted i ts blanket ban aga i ns t  such plane landi ngs and will 
by mi d-November des i gnate areas where they'll be permi tted. Heari ngs will be held i n  
thi s connecti on . You may wi sh  to wri te to the Nashville Di stri ct to fi nd out more about 
dates, places , and pos s i ble  impacts ( U . S .  Army Corps of Eng i neers, P . O . Box 1070, Nash­
v ille 3720 2 ). 

10 . A CORRECT I ON ON THE "CORRI DOR K"  ROAD THREAT 

Carl Rei che , one of the most  effect i ve advocates for wilderness on the North Caroli na  s i de 
of the Smok ies , has wri tte n  to correct and ampli fy a s tatement we made i n  our last NEWS­
LETTER ( NL 84 , 1 2C )  about the seri ous  road threat posed by Corr i dor K ,  wh ich  i s  bei ng 
promoted by the Appalach i an Reg i onal Comm i s s i on. We po i nted out that by far the best 
alternati ve was no road at all , s i nce exi st i ng roads have been upgraded and are adequate. 
But we also reported that conservati on groups we suspect opt for alternati ve 8 ,  i f  a 
road i s  unavo i dable . Mr . Rei che poi nts out that Alt. 8 also i s  unacceptable , ana-that 
the conservati on groups that mi ght have accepted i t  in a p i nch are comi ng around to th i s  
poi nt of v i ew .  Mr. Rei c he i s  worki ng t o  gai n  support for h i s  "Alternati ve 9 "  wh i ch would 
improve ex i st i ng roads ( U S  19A , US 19 , US 129A ) ; and provide for tunnels  ( Nantaha1a Mtns . 
and Snowb i rd Mtns ) ,  a Santeet1ah Lake Access Dri ve (129B , from Robb i nsv ille to the 
Wagontrai n Road ); and a Nat i onal Wilderness V i s i tor Center . More detailed i n formati on ,  
maps , cost estimates , etc . are available from Carl A. Rei che , Box 1 28A , Star Rou te ,  
Bry son Ci ty ,  NC 28713 . We suggest that you also ask  h i m  for a pet i t i on sheet i n  favor 
of Alternati ve 9. 

1 1 . ABOUT TCWP MEMBERS AND FRI ENDS 

Mi ke Countess has moved up to the pos i ti on of Ch i ef of Natural Resources in the Di vi s i on 
of Planni ng  Development of the Tenn. Dept . of Conservat i on . I n  th i s  new job he'll be 
superv i sing  the Natural Areas and the Trails Programs , as well as the Sceni c Ri vers  
Program he  formerly headed. 

Joe Ga i nes , who as Trails  Admi n i strator had a maj or role i n  maki ng Tennessee's trail 
system one of the strongest state programs i n  the nati on , i s  leav i ng the Dept . of Conserva­
t ion on March 1. He will j oi n  the planni ng fi rm of Miller , Wi hry ,  and Lee wh i ch i s  go i ng 
to be heav ily i nvolved i n  the B i g  S .  Fork master planni ng effo rt. I n  Joels new job ,  
hell l be plann i ng a tra il system for the BSF Area. 

Neil McBri de has left the East Tenn. Research Corp. to head up the new Rural Legal Servi ces 
of Tennessee . Th i s extens i ve project will have 1 5-20 lawyers and serve 1 1  count i es .  The 
ma i n  off i ce will open i n  Oak Ri dge , probably i n  March . 
Bob Farmer , last year's TCWP V i ce Pres ident , and Murray Evans have s tarted the Tennessee 
Nati ve Plants Soci ety , desi gned to get amateurs exc i ted about preserv i ng one of our state's 
maj or natu ral resources. The Soci ety will exchange i nformati on , provi de publ i c  educati on 
( v i a  lectures , fi eld tri ps , etc.) ,  and promote protect ion of wild plant commu n i t i es . 
Mari on Edey , who last s pri ng was nomi nated by Pres. Carter to be a member of the 3-person 
Council on Envi ronmental Qual i tyJhas now as ked h im  to wi thdraw her name from cons i derati on. 
Mari on1s  confi rmat i on was repeatedly fought by members of Congress angered by her work as 
founder and head of the League  of Conservat i on Voters . A Senate comm i ttee " i ndefi n i tely 
postponed II confirmati on i n  October ,  but the Pres i dent had resubmi tted her name ( see NL 84 
1T13 ) .  

Powell Foster i s  as k i ng our members to help wi th the Cherokee Nati onal Forest areas pro­
posed to be i ncluded i n  the i nventory for the RARE- I I  W ilderness rev i ew process ( see NL 84 
f 2A ) . Deta iled i nfo will need to be worked u p  for boundari es ,  wilderness characteri st ics , 
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hi story , geology , fauna and flora , current management , etc . Please get i n  touch w i th 
Powell i f  you l i ve i n  or are fam il i ar wi th Upper East  Tenn . (91 6 Scen i c  Court ,  Ki ngsport , 
TN 37663 ). Help for other areas i n  the Chero kee NF i s  coord i nated through Will Skelton 
(8029 Sabre Dr . ,  Knoxville  3791 9. Ph 693-5617 [ home] or 546-2800 ). 

Through the recent deaths (a day apart ) of Senators Lee Metcalf and Hubert Hymphrey , 
wilderness advocates lost some of the i r  staunchest fri ends . I n  1 956, Sen . Humphrey 
i ntroduced the very fi rst w ilderness b ill i n  the Senate; and Lee Metcal f ,  w i th John 
Saylor , immedi ately followed w i th a House bill . Duri ng the follow i ng e i ght-year 
struggle , until the bill was s i gned i n  1 964, Hymphrey , Metcalf .  and Saylor played leadi ng 
roles all the way . Sen . Metcalf had i ntended to spend a major part of  th i s  year ( before 
h i s planned reti rement i n  the fall ) on Alaska w ilderness leg i slati on , and on bills to 
preserve grizzly-bear habi tat i n  Montana . While nei ther Metcalf nor Humphrey l i ved to 
see the implementati on of the leg i slati on they created , i t  i s  than ks to them -- i f  the rest 
of us help - - that w ilderness has a c hance to surv i ve all of us  who ' re al i ve now . 

1 2. ENERGY CAPSULES 

( i )  SUN DAY ,  Ma� 3. Si nce solar energy w ill have to become one of our very few opti ons 
when all other uels  are u sed up or thei r products become envi ronmentally i ntolerable , 
we are wasti ng valuable time i n  not fully explori ng our solar poss i bil i ti es . SUN DAY 
marks the launchi ng of a program of  worldw ide educati on to explai n  the use  and potenti al 
of renewable  energy resources . Sec . Schles i nger has s i gned a memo supporti ng the Dep t .  
o f  Energy ' s  cooperat ion w i th the events planned for SUN DAY .  Thi s w ill i nclude techni cal 
ass i stance from laborator i es , hosti ng "open houses " for w h i ch DOE w ill prov i de i nformati on 
packages ,  support for rad i o  and TV spots , s peaker ' s  bureau support , etc . DOE contacts 
are L iz Overstreet (202, 566-9029 ) and Ti na Hobson (202, 395-5704 ). In Tennessee , the 
U . T. Envi ronment Center i s  organiz i ng acti v i t i es for a week of events related to SUN DAY, 
Contact Nancy Coll i ns ( 61 5, 974-4251 ). 

( i i ) Jack Gi bbons , head of the U. T .  Envi ronment Center , was recently confi rmed as  a member 
of the Board of Di rectors of the Tenn . Energy Authori ty .  - - TEA has a toll- free hotl i ne 
1-800-342- 1 340 ( operati ng weekdays 7 : 30 a .m .  to 4 : 30 p .m .  CST) on wh i ch staff w ill answer 
semi -techn i cal and general consumer ques t i ons , or  w ill refer you to experts available for 
conference calls . I f  you call outs i de regular hours , you can leave a recorded message . 
(i i i) Some of the nati on ' s  publ i c  util i ti es are aski ng thei r stockholders t o  lobby aga i nst  
provi s i ons  of the Nat ional Energy b ill .  One  of our members has  already rece i ved two 
letters s i gned by the Chai rman of the Board of a major util i ty u rg i ng h im to contact h i s 
Senators to oppose certa i n  prov i s i ons  perta i n i ng to rate s tructure. 
( i v )  DOE energy educati on workshops for h i gh school and college teachers w ill be held 
i n  68 locati ons th i s  summer .  Each workshop w ill serve up to 50 people and w ill last from 
1-3  weeks . Part i c ipants w ill get a l i vi ng and travel allowance , and DOE ' s  total bill 
w ill be ca . $ 1  mill i on .  The Dept . ' s  goal i s  to provi de i nfo abou t  energy resou rces, 
supply , and conservati on technolog i es , and about related economi c and envi ronmental con­
cerns . I n  Tennessee , the workshop w ill be at UT Chattanooga . Details  may be obta i ned 
from the di recto r ,  Dr .  G. W .  Spangler , Dep t .  of Phys i cs and Astronomy , UTC , Chattanooga , 
TN  37401 . For other nearby workshops contact the DOE Off i ce of Education , DC 20461 . 

1 3 .  FEDERAL NEWS 

A .  Alas ka's  w ilderness  needs you 
Conservati on i sts won a v i ctory when the Alaska Lands Subcommi ttee chose H . R .  39, the most  
i nclus i ve b ill , as a veh i cl e  for markup . Our thanks are due to  Reps . Sei berl i ng ,  Udall , 
Kostmayer , and Tsongas for bri ng i ng an excellent bill th i s  far . However . now that the bill 
i s  i n  the full House I nterior Commi ttee , the real controversy w ill beg i n .  H . R .  39 des i g­
nates more than 97, 500,000 acres of w ilderness as nati onal park s , wild ri vers , nati onal 
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forests and wildl i fe refuges. The Senate compan i on bill i s  S.1 500. Of Tennessee Senators 
and Representati ves contacted, Sen. Sasser and Congr. A1 Gore, Jr. appear favorable to 
Alaskan wilderness ; Sen. Baker and Congr. Beard are noncommi ttal. Alaska i s  our bi ggest 

�L remai n i ng wilderness - - and a very fragile one. There are very few people l i vi ng i n  that 
�- state to s peak up for i t, so  i t ' s  up  to us. Wri te to your Senators and Representati ve . 
B. The Nati onal Heri tage Pro�ram i s  approved 

Sec. Andrus  has  approved lmpl ementation  of the concept proposed by the Nati onal Heri tage 
Trust  Task  Force. Th i s  has resulted i n  the followi ng. ( a )  Creat i on o f  the Heri tage 
Conservati on and Recreati on Servi ce to prov i de programs for i dent i fyi ng and p rotecti ng 
natural and cultural resources. ( b )  New fundi ng s pec i fi cally for natural heri tage 
plann i ng and protecti on. ( c )  A leg i slat i ve package to address the obj ecti ves outl i ned 
i n  the Task  Force work. The HCRS will consol i date the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation wi th 
the NPS ' s  Nati onal Natural Landmarks  Program and the Offi ce of Archeology and H i stori c 
Preservati on. I t  will be headed by Chri s De1aporte, D i rector o f  the former BOR. 

C .  Appalach i an Tra il leg i slat i on . 
A s  thi s went  to pres� Senate pas sage of strengtheni ng leg i slati on for the A ppalac h i an 
Trai l ,  5.2066, seemed immi nent. The b ill would expand the protecti ve zone along the 
2000-mi1e tra il to i nsulate i t  from growi ng  development pressu res. Condemnati on and 
acqu i s i tion authori ty would be expanded from 25 to 125 acres/mile, and fund i ng authoriza­
t i on would be rai sed from $5  to 89 mill i on. The Hou se pas sed a s i milar measure i n  October 
( see NL 84 �9C for more deta il ). 

D .  Federal reorgani zati on opposed 
Some of the options in the Admi n i s tration ' s  Reorgani zat ion Project have drawn o ppos i ti on 
from knowledgeable national envi ronmental groups. The Natural Resources Defense Council 
i s  parti cularly concerned over any reshuffl i ng that would d i srupt i mplementati on of the 
Clean Water Act, namely ( a )  transferri ng Sec. 208 water quali ty pl ann i ng from EPA (wh i ch 
must  be i nvolved i n  the � pollution control program) to the USDA (whose neglect i n  
the past has caused pollution from agri cultural activ i t i es ) ;  ( b )  remov i ng the Sec. 404 
dredge and fill permi t program from the juri sd ict i on of the Corps of Eng i neers ( wh i ch, by 
vi rtue of i ts present i nvolvement , i s  becomi ng an agency for water resou rce protecti on -­
rather than  development). 

E .  Redwoods Park b ill passes  
On Feb. 9,  the House  pas sed H.R.3813 by a vote of 328: 60. The correspondi ng Senate bill 
( 5.1976 )  was passed Jan. 31, wi th Sas ser vot i ng for, and Baker aga i nst. Th i s  measure will 
add 48,000 acres to Redwood National Park and was badly needed s i nce c1 earcut logg i ng, 
ri ght  to the borders of the exi sti ng 58,OOO-acre park, was caus i ng extreme eros i onal 
sed i mentati on that threatened surv i val of the trees wi thi n. The bill sets u p  job programs 
and other benefi ts to as s i st loggers put out of work by the park expans i on. 

14. TCWP TO JO IN  P I NEY R IVER  TRA I L  DED I CAT ION 

The Bowaters Corp. has recently completed development of a long tra il in a deep gorge 
on the i r  holdi ngs near Spri ng  C i ty. We commend Bowaters for maki ng the beauti ful por­
ti ons of thei r lands available to h i kers, and parti cularly Davi d Rhyne, thei r wi zard 
tra il  developer. TCWP  members are i nvi ted to jo i n i n  a ded ication  h i ke on the P i ney 
Ri ver Trail on  Saturday, April 22. The h i ke will start at 9 : 30  a.m. EST from the parki ng 
area on the Shu t- In Gap Road west of Spr i ng C i ty .  Th i s  10-mile h i ke ( 800 ft elevati on 
ga i n )  i s  not a loop trip, but transportati on will be prov ided by the Bowaters Corp. to 
bri ng hi kers bac k  to the i r cars from the termi nus  poi nt .  To reach the trailhead, go to 
Spri ng  C i ty on US 27 ; turn west  on TN 68 ; after less than 1 mile, turn left onto the 
Shut- I n  Gap road ; proceed 1 mile to the parki ng area. ( I tem contri buted by Ken Warren . )  

1 5. TCW P  ORGAN I ZATIONAL  
Please be sure to  complete and ma il the enclosed volunteer �ues t i onna i re ( colored 
You need only fold i t  and add a stamp. We do need hel p wit a number of s pec i f i c  
some qu i te s hort term, others extended. 

sheet ). 
jobs  -- ( 

. Q; . 
D/ 
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By January 25 , we had had 1 40 dues payment renewa l s  in  response to  the dues statement 
encl osed wi th the l ast NEWSLETTER.  Th i s  is  good , but not nearly  good enough . If  the 
present mai l i ng does not contai n your  l i tt l e  green 1 978 membershi p card , and you don ' t  
a l ready have i t  from an earl i er ma i l i ng , you owe dues ( un l ess  you ' re a l i fe member ) .  
Another way to check i s  to take a l ook  at the top ri ght corner of your ma i l i ng l abel : 
M = member;  l etters fol l owi ng the M des i gnate chapter , i f  any .  I f  you ' ve pai d  dues both 
for 1977 and 1978 , there shou l d  be 2 numbers after the l etter( s } . I f  there ' s  on l y  one 

. number , you owe 1 978 dues . An X i n  l i eu of the fi rst number s hows you were del i nquent 
� i n  197 7 .  P l ease pay 1 978 dues today . ( Send to Charl es  Kl abunde , treasurer , 2 19  E .  Vander­
(\ bi l t ,  Oak Ri dge , TN 378 30 :  student , $3 ; over 65  years , $6 for i nd i v i dual  and $1 0 for 

fami l y ;  regu l ar i nd i v i dual , $ 10 ; fami l y ,  $ 1 5 ;  h i gher c l asses , i f  you can . )  
- - In  1977 , our membersh ip  was 1 1 3% of our  1976  membersh i p .  We  acqu i red 73  new members . 

Agai n ,  thi s was good but not good enough . Pl ease tel l your fr i ends about TCWP , show 
� them a NEWSLETTER ,  urge them to j o i n  i n  our efforts . . 

At the January Board meet i ng ,  vari ous Board members took  on respons i b i l i ty for fi ndi ng 
cha i rpersons -- or a l ternati ve l y ,  themsel ves cha i ri ng -- the fol l owi ng 1978 commi ttees : 
Smoki es and NPS , Kl abunde ; Bi g S .  Fork and abed , Lee Russel l ;  Stri pmi ne , Don Todd ; 
L i ttle T and Duck Ri ver , Lynn Dye ; Nati onal  Forests and Tel l i co P l a i ns-Robbi nsvi l l e road , 
Ed Cl ebsch ; State Sceni c Ri vers , B i l l  Russel l ;  State Natura l Areas , Patr i c k  Doyl e ;  l and 
use  pl anni ng , Ken Warren ; fund rai s i ng ,  Hal Smi th ; outi ngs and programs , Ken Warren ; 
tel ephone cha i n ,  Lynn Dye . Hopefu l l y ,  the enc l osed vol unteer questi onna i re wi l l  prov i de 
the Board members wi th peopl e to put on these and other commi ttees . 

ADDENDA 

,3 Rep .  Al Gore , J r .  has assured Sen . Sas ser of h i s  support i n  efforts needed to secure 
passage of the Smok i es Wi l derness b i l l .  H i s s taff has expres sed support for the 
b i l l  wi th Rep .  Duncan ' s  staff . 

,4A Rep . Al Gore , J r .  has a l so been a s trong supporter of  the B i g  S .  Fork Area and has 
promi sed to conti nue worki ng for funds . 

1 6. PUBLI CATIONS OF  I NTEREST 

Starti ng i n  14arch , TVA wi l l  publ i s h  a quarterly nontechn i ca l  bul l eti n on TVA ' s  energy and 
envi ronmental research programs . I f  you want to get on the ma i l i ng l i s t ,  contact John 
Van Mol , Di rE:ctcr of Information , TVA ,  Knoxvi l l e ,  TN 37902. 
" Gu i del i nes for Recreation Resource Devel opment  i n  the Tennessee Porti on of the Great 
Smoky Mountai ns Recreation  Regi on , "  publ i shed by the East Tenn . Devel opment Di stri c t ,  
refl ect a n  ETDD- sponsored pl ann i ng effort and present the recommendati ons adopted by 
the HDD Exec . Comm. ( free from ETDD , P . O .  Box 1 5000 , Knoxv i l l e ,  TN 3790 1 ) .  
A number of publ i cati ons about water qua l i ty ,  publ i shed by a vari ety of  agenci es or  
c i ti zens ! groups , are avai l abl e free of  charge from the  Sec . 208 Offi ce , Di vi s i on of  
Water Qua l i ty Control , Water Qua l i ty Pl ann i ng Secti on , Su i te 309 ,  Capi tol Towers , Nash­
vi l l e ,  TN 3721 9 ,  ph . 61 5 ,  741 -2740. Wri te or cal l for the l i st from wh i ch you may choose . 
l iThe End of the Road : A C i ti zen ' s  Gu ide to Transportation  Probl em Sol v i ng , "  provi des 
i nformati on on ways to chal l enge need l es s  h i ghway proj ects, and s hows how the Ameri can 
transportati on system presentl y obstructs energy conservat i on ,  a c l ean envi ronment ,  
and a heal thy econom� ( $3.50 from Env i ronmenta l  Acti on Foundat i on , 724 Dupont C i rc l e B l dg , 
Wa sh i ngton , DC 20036 ). 

l iThe Genes i s  Strategy : Cl imate and Gl obal Surv i val , "  by S .  H .  Schnei der , G O  "so l i d , 
concerned common sense , buttressed wi th facts , II  says r·1argaret Mead 
( $ 1 4 . 95 from P l enum Publ . Co . ,  227 W .  1 7th , NYC , NY 100 1 1 ). 
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"Assess i ng an I ssue in Rel at i on to Envi ronmental , Economi c ,  and Soc i al  Impact . . .  a 
Process  Gu i de , "  by Jonathan M .  Wert , i s  an  attempt at des i gni ng a conceptual  framework 
for asses s i ng spec i fi c  impacts of an  i s sue . Jonathan Wert , formerl y head of TVA ' s  
Education offi ce , i s  now a consu l tant for the UT Envi ronment Center . ( $ 1 1 . 45 from FULL 
C I RCLE PRESS , P .  O .  Box 1 6774 , Mob i l e ,  AL 3661 6 . ) 
" Recreati on Opportun i t i es on I ndustri a l  Forestl ands i n  the South , "  a bookl et of maps and 
s hort descri pti ons of tra i l s  on Bowaters-managed l ands and pocket wi l dernesses . ( Wri te 
Bowaters Southern Paper Corp . , Ca l houn , TN 37309 . ) 
" 1 0 1 Ways to Save Money by Sav i ng Energy , "  l ooks at sav i ngs  i n  the home , i n  i ndustry ,  on 
the road , etc . ( from Al l i ance to Save Energy , Su i te 507 , 1 925 K Street NW , Wash . DC 20006 . 
$ 1 . 50 s i ng l e ;  d i scount on bul k orders ) 
"32  Ways You Can F i ght Pol l uti on and Protect the Envi ronmentl l  i s  a 1 5-page " scri ptograph i c "  
bookl et , publ i s hed by Chann i ng L .  Bete Co . ( 45 Federal St . , Greenfi el d ,  MA 01 301 ) .  
The message i s  O . K . i f  you know anyone who coul d profi t from a s i mpl e-mi nded approach 
( 50¢ each ; great di scount on quanti ti es ) . 

1 7 .  CALENDAR 

March 4 - Nonpoi nt  { 208 Pl ann i ng )  Workshop -- H i gh l i ght on Agr i cu l ture (as a source of 
water po l l ut i on ) . 9 : 30a .m . - 3 : 30p . m .  Student Center Aud i tori um ,  UT Knoxv i l l e .  
( Ca l l Ruth Neff , Nashvi l l e ,  25 1 - 1 1 1 0 ) 

March 5 , 1 8 ,  Apri l 1 , 8 , 1 6 . 29 - Smoky Mounta i n  H i k i ng Cl u b  h i kes . ( Ca l l C .  DuBoi s ,  376-981 3 
or C .  Kl abunde , 483-8055 ) .  

March 8-9 - Leg i s l ati ve Days ( from noon to noon ) , Nashvi l l e ;  s ponsored by Leg i s l . Days 
Coal i t i on .  Works\lopS , meeti ng wi th members of the executi ve and l egi s l at i ve 
branches . 

March 1 0- 1 2 - Tentati ve date for Tel l i co heari ngs by House Subcommi ttee on Fi sheri es & 
Wi l d l i fe ( see , 1 B ) . 

1 5  - Two Bartram Tra i l  Workshops , 2-4 p .m .  and 7-9  p .m . , USFS offi ce , 2321  Ocoee 
Ib Street NW , Cl evel and , TN . 
1 5- 1 7  - Sol i d  Waste Conference . H i l ton I nn .  Memph i s  Ai rport . ( Ca l l Tom H i mes , 

U . T .  Nashv i l l e ,  61 5 ,  25 1 - 1 401 . )  
March 1 8  - TTA h i ke ,  Tra i l of Tears . ( Ca l l Grimes S l aughter , Oak R i dge 483-5859 . )  
March 23 - Heari ng on Overton Park expressway di spute ( see ,8B ) . 
Apri l 1 - Nonpo i nt ( 208 P l ann i ng )  Workshop - - Hi ghl i ght on Mi n i ng ( as a source of water 

pol l ut i on ) . 9 : 30a . m . -3 : 30p .m  . •  Sh i l oh Room , U . T .  Student Center . Knoxvi l l e .  
�Apri l 2 - Gu i tar Festi val - Benefi t for TCWP . B i jou Theatre . Knoxvi l l e .  Watch for a spec i a l 

mai l i ng about th i s  event . 
Apri l 4- 5 - Workshop on Surface Mi ne B l asti ng and Publ i c  Pol i cy ,  Cumberl and Fal l s  State 

Park , near Corb i n ,  KY . Sponsored by the Nati onal  Sci ence Foundat i on ' s  Sci ence 
for C i ti zens Program . (Appa l ach i a  Sci ence i n  the Publ i c  I nterest , P . O .  Box 6 1 2 ,  
Corbi n .  KY 40701 , phone 606 , 523-091 8 . ) 

Apri l 8-9 - Dam F i ghters Conference , Wash i ngton , DC . ( For i nfo , cal l Brent B l ackwel der , 
EPC , 202 , 547-6500 . )  

Apri l 1 5  - TTA Wi l dfl ower H i ke ,  Frozen Head State Natural Area . ( Ca l l Don Todd , Wartburg 
346-31 1 3 ) • 

Apri l 22 - TCWP j o i ns i n  the ded i cati on of  the Pi ney Ri ver Tra i l ( see ' 1 4 ) . 
Apri l 27-29 - 28th Annual Spri ng Wi l dfl ower P i l grimage , s ponsored by UT Botany Dept . and 

the Gt . Smoky Mtns Natl . Park . H i kes , photo tours , b i rd wal ks , etc . TCWP 
wi l l  have a booth . ( For i nfo cal l Ed Cl ebsch , Knoxvi l l e  584-2345 . )  

May 3 - SUN DAY , a nati onal day for focus i ng on sol ar energy ( see ' 1 2 ) . 
� May 5-7 - " Spri ng F l i ng l l  at  the Gi bbons ' Obed farm - - a TCWP fundra i ser . Watch for 

announcement - - and vol unteer your hel p .  
May 1 9-20 - Sympos i um on Endangered and Threatened P l ants and An i mal s of V i rgi n i a ,  V i rgi n i a  

Pol y  tech . Bl acksburg ( Wri te Dr . Dona l d W .  Li nzey , Center for Envtl Stud i es , 
VP I  and State Un i v . ,  Bl acksburg , VA 24061 ) 

� Oc t .  1 3- 1 5  - TCWP Annual Meeti ng weekend at P i ckett State Park group camp . Mark your 
cal endar now . More i nfo l ater . 
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