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HEADLINES 

----The TCWP-coordinated Washington visit of 92 conservationists leads to more congressional 
and editorial support and to hope trl8.t, "in 15-18 months," the Department of the Interior 
wilI find a soluti.on to the 1943 Agreement that will not involve destruction of wilderness 
in the Great Smoky Mts o National Park 0 

---,�Secretary E:ickel i s new pol.icy guidelines for the National Park system include restrictions 
on ma<.lor park road constructions and directives for speed-up on wilderness studies. 

----TCWP has incorporated, is tax exempt, contributions deductibleo 

-�--There is a del,ay in federal studies on the Obed, but the Big South F'ork study is progressing 
on schedule 0 

----Oak Ei.dge schoo::;" system guarantees TCWP- supported participation of t.en 5th-grade classes 
in resident KlJ.vJronmentaJ. Education pr10gram in Smokieso 

----Environmental Studies course at ORRS is about to become a reality but will require 
further TC!WP help 0 

----To prevent even more unjustified dams from being authorized, action is required to 
prevent adoption of even laxer procedures for calculating benefit-cost ratioso 

----TCWP represented at Depto of Conservation meeting on natural areas legislationo 

-_�_'ICwplS greenbelt :foot trails publicized in LWV hike. 

WASHINGTON TRIP BY SMOKY MOUNTAINS DELEGATION A SUCCESS 

The mJ.ch discussed meeting with Secretary of the Interior, Walter Jo Hickel, concerning 
wilderness and roads in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park ( see NEWSLETTER Nos . 
21, 22, 23) final.ly took place on eJune 230 TCWP coordinated the efforts of organizations 
and i.ndivi.duals and assembled a delegation of 92 persons who were members of 88 organiza­
tions, officially representing 38 of them 0 They came from 7 states in this regi.on, and 
they travelled to Washington at their own expense, the bulk of them in two chartered 
buseso Eleven representatives of the delegation first met for 45 minutes with Secretary 
Hickel, National Park Service Director George B. Hartzog, Assistan.t Secretary :for Fish 
Wildlife and Parks, Dro Glasgow, and two other members of the Depto of Interior staff 0 

Another small group had already met with Undersecretary Russell Train. Following these 
con:ferences, at which we discussed our point of view and presented the Department with 
much wri.tten and pictorial material� Secretary Hickel, Director Hartzog, and Dr. Glasgow 
met with the rest of the large delegation 0 

Secretary Hickel announced that he had directed Mro Hartzog to make a thorough new study 
of ways of settling the 1943 Agreement., and to report his recommendations in from 15 to 
18 monthso Members of the delegation felt hopeful that a solution would be found that 
did not involve destruction of the 'wilderness in the Park 0 

The entire morning and the portion of the afternoon remaining following the meeting at 
the Department of the Interior were filled with visits to Congressmen and government 
officials 0 Each member of the delegation made 4-5 visits; each group, ranging from 5 
to 40, had a leader who had prepared a presentation, was equipped with visual and other 
material., and followed up with correspondence 0 In addition, TCWP later thanked each 
person visited and sent post-visit editorials as well as lists pertaining to the 
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delegation 0 Altogether 35 visits were made, encompassing all of Tennessee's and most 
of North Carolina's Senators and Representatives, several key members of the House and 
Senate Interior Committees, and the Bureau of the BudgetQ 

'<, 

The response has been gratifyingo Three Tennessee Congressmen--Brock, FUlton, and 
Blanton--clearly endorsed our positiono Even while we were in Washington, Repro Brock 
wired to Secretary Hickel� "I wish to express my strongest support for the conservation 
group meeting with you today in regard to the transmountain road across the Smokiesoootl 
Repr. Fulton later wrote to us� "I want to assure you that I will support the TCWP 
in their opposition to the proposed roadooo"; and Repr. Blanton had earlier written, 
"Iooofeel that your recommendations are excellent 0 Please be assured.ooI will support 
your viewsolf We feel that the remainder of the Tennessee Congressional delegation 
has become more aware ofy and perhaps somewhat more sympathetic to our point of viewo 
Many stated that they were impressed by the informative nature and thoughtfulness of 
our presentation, and by our obvious conviction. 

It should also be noted that, following our return, three major area newspapers ( The 
Knoxville Journal, Knoxville News-Sentinel, and Oak Ridger ) editorially endorsed our 
posi tion 0 We had previ.olisly had the support of only one of the se 0 

HICKEL ANNOUNCES POll ICY GUIDELINES FOR NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

On June 18, Secretary Hickel transmitted an II-point policy directive to NPS Director 
Hartzog, supporting ( with one exception ) the policies of former secretaries and adding 
new guidelines. The single policy change is to direct the NPS, rather than concessioners, 
to operate campgroundso Emphasis in the new guidelines is placed on bringing uParks to 
People" through establishing park and recreation lands in large urban centers and by 
making exi sting parks more meaningful. through improved and expanded programs.. Two 
points in the guidelines will be of particular interest to TCWP members g First.� Sec 0 

Hickel notes "that the private automobile is impairing the quality of the park experi­
enceo.ooln this connection, before major park road construction is initiated in the future 
in any natural area, I wish a thorough study to be made of alternative methods of access 
and transportation" [mass transportation is specifically recommended in this comlection] o 
Second, Mro Hickel states, "! am also deeply interested in preserving the wilderness of 
the National Park System. In this connection, I note that you are behind schedule in 
your wilderness stUdies of roadless areas of the National Park Systemo It is important 
that we get this program on trackoli The full text is available on request from. the TCWP 
editor. 

Note: Although this may be coincidence, it is of interest that the Depto of Interior 
released the ll-point directive on June 22, that is on the day before the delegation of 
92 conservationists visited WaShington to discuss wilderness and roads in the Great Smoky 
Mtso National Park 0 

TCWP INCORPORATES, IS TAX EXEMPT 

We have applied for and received from the Secretary of State for Tennessee a charter 
of incorporation which authorizes TCWP to operate under the laws and rules of domestic 
general welfare corporations 0 The Internal Revenue Service has ruled that TCWP is 
exempt from Federal income tax, and that contributions made to TCWP are deductible by 
donors, as provided in section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code 0 

FEDERAL STUDIES ON OBED AND BIG SOUTH FORK SYSTEMS 

Severe budget cuts have delayed initiation of studies required under the provisions of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act on the Obed system ( including Clear Creek and Daddys 
Creek ) e Unless the staff of the BOR regional office is further reduced, it is, however, 
hoped that a task force will start work early in the spring 0 TCWP, whose membership is 



most anxious for speedy inclusion :)f t.his river system 
in close conta�t WJ.th :BOa on this matter 0 

t:he national act, will keep 

The task force report for t,he thr'ee-agency study of alternatives to Devils Jumps Dam 
on "the Big South Fork of t.he C1.�"'Tiberla:nd has gone to their editorial connni ttee 0 After 
review (probably starting i.n early Octocer ) by a Washi!lgton st.eering committee, the 
report wil.l be a-:railable .:::'"'cr ci't.lzen pey'usal,o TCWP hopes to examine the report on the 
earliest possible occ:asic.n� See NEWSLETTER Noo 22 for TCWP recommendations submitted 
for the task f'or:;e report 0 

1. The NEED program. at tr.:.e Tremont Center in the Smoki.e s <> 

National :8nvir()1i.me:ltal, Edu:::a1::ior:. Devel.opment (NEED) i,s a Nat:i.onal Park Service program 
to foster envir'\..-;· nrr. ..• :7;ntaJ .. . awareness and Involvement in the indi"qjdual. child 0 A curriculum 
has been developed u!:�der cor...tr'a.c"G tc the NPS and space for a week in residence "on-si tell 
is provided i.E a nat':lTal area whi,cr_ 1.S a�der NPS jur�,sdictiono The former Tremont Job 
Cor-ps c,enter became "teI'"tativ8i,y availat":�,e for this :vcTpose-"-provided operation, maintenance, 
and staffing c,!)u1d.. be guarar.,"teed t:rJ'm�g!�, the part.i,:::ipati.o�l of several school systems 0 

TCWP urgell �te Oak Eidge :8�hool :C,car:) to g�Lve favorable cons:ideration to this proposal) 
and several l'CWP ILe:m.be.rs spoke til? for it at ·the last school board meetingo We are happy 
to report th,at -t,r:e Oak Hidgf; school system r."as c.ommi tted itself to the participation of 
ten 5th-grade :Jasses duri.ng the coming school yearo :For further information, call 
Tee Brichetto 482-266'{0 

2" Environmental Etud:'.2S course at Oa.k Rid.ge High School 0 

* 

This ,course, proposed by 1....3 last year (:see NEWSLET'l'EH #1.9) is about to become a reality) 
after many meeti:'1.gs with sc:O.oo1 offIciaLs 0 Small teams of students will do research 
on current protlems of our East Tennessee environment.? each stadent in a team concentrating 
on a different aspec�t of the problemo The work will involve library research, field trips, 
interviews J etc 0, and eacb teaIn 'Hill be d.irected by an OP�S faculty advisor as well as 
by an outside advisor 0 In addition, 'Weekly seminars will be held which will draw 
heavily O::l outside speakers 0 The TGWP committee that worked on the planning of the course 
will also prc'nlide outs� .. de ad"lisoY's {will:ing to supervise resea.rch of a student team for a 
period of at :Least 9 week,s) and serr�r.sr partiJ;ipants ( willing to provide one tal,k, demon­
stration, field trIp.� et,'c;,,) 0 Any vo:Lm�ee:rs shoru,d get in touch with Claire Nader, 483-7077. 

PROPOSED SlANDAROS FOR BENEFIT-COST RA.TIO CALCULA.:t'IONS COULD LF..AD TO MORE DAM 
'\;USTIFICATIONS" � ACTION NEEDED 

The Federal Water :\eso'U ... y'ces C:)Wlci,l recently released a s:pecial task-force report advocating 
evaluation procedures for Federal water projects ( da."1ls,9 etco) that--if adopted--would result 
in approval of even more econoIT2.cally unjustified projects tr�n under the present procedures. 
The recent recommendations, by abolishing t.he differentiation between "secondary benefits" 
( which most economists regard as largely illusory ) and "primary benefits" ( which they 
recognize ), would res'lJ� t in even more apparently favorable benefit-cost ratios than do 
the present procedures � LIhe t.ask force report furthermore ignores earlier recommendat.ions 
by economists and conservationists that would have led to more stringent computations of 
benefit-cost ratios; one of the most important recommenda+'ions ignored being that economic 
evaluations of dams and othe.� water projects be ca.rried out by independent agencies, 
rather than by those t.rA8.t would bui.ld them. 

Those anxious to :improve j rather than worsen, t.he basIc evaluati.on procedure may wish to 
urge the Water Resources Council to reject the task. force report, and to authorize, instead, 
a new study of revisions of Senate Docu.rnent 97 ( which outlines the present procedures ) 
by a group including academi.c economists knowledgeable in the water resources field. 
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(Note that 3 of the 4 authors of the present task force report represent the 3 Federal 
agencies most heavily engaged in water�·related public works projects 0) Submit your 
statement for the recordJ by September 19, to the Executive Director, Water Resou.rc;es 
Council, 1025 Vermont Aveo, NoW., Washington, DoC. 200050 (Or, if you can, attend an 
August 22 hearing i.n Louisville, Kyo (Call Water Resource Council for de_tails.) Further 
information, particularly suggestions for improvements in Senate Document 97, can be 
obtained from Alan CarlinJ 627-J San Vicente Blvd, Santa Monica, Calif. 904020 

TENNESSEE STATE LEGISLATION 

On July 8, Col. Slayden, Assistant Commissi.oner of Conservation, conducted a meeting in 
Nashville on the subjeet of House Joint Resolution No. 88 (Victor AsheJ chief sponsor)J 
which directs the Department to stud.y the need for recognition, classification, and 
preservation of natural. areas and to recommend adequat.e legislation to accomplish these 
ends. Representatives of other state agencies and of conservation groups att.ended by 
invitation ° 'rCWF'was represented by .L" Bo and W. Iio Russell 0 Although no action 'was 
taken, several suggestions coneerning the legislation to be recommended were di.scussed" 
Representative Ashe 'will be seeking the further assistance of TCWP in connection with "this 
legislation" 

Following the meeting, the TCWP represent.atives consulted with lvf..ax Young, who recently 
joined the Department of Conservation to work on state scenic riversJ and who appears to 
be approaching his new job with intelligent energy 0 

GREENBELT TRAILS 

We have had many enthusi.astic comments on TCWP j s program for developi.ng simple foot t.rail s 
in the extensive Oak Ridge greenbelt, and on our obtaining the blessings of the City 
Counc:Ll for this projecto On July 30, the League of Women Voters sponsored a "Go-See Hike!! 
to acquaint its members with our first traj.l., Lily Rose Claiborne, who led this excllrsion 
for TCWP, reports a most favorable response from the approximately 35 people who turned UP6 

MEMBERSHIP, DUES 9 EVENTS 

We hope to circulat.e a 1:1. st of our approximately 400 members with our next NEWSLE'r'.:'.:ERS" 
This is an extra reason to bring your dues up to date<� if you are behindo We are grateful. 
for two recently added li.:fememberships--Herman Baggenstoss and Frances Pleasonton--
who join lifemembers Phin and Anna Rachel Whitingp Jack and Mary AXln Gibbons, Helen Mas0!11 
Dro Go Mayfield, and the many others who have helped so generously 0 

Please note that.� according to our bylaws, new members joining after Ju1.y 1 of any year 
shall be assessed only half the year's dues. Only $1050 will buy a new 1969 membershi.p 
to TCWP! 

Although TCWP has scheduled no meet:i.ngs or outings for the month of August, we have 
been asked to announce a canoe and kayak competition on the beautiful Hiwassee River, 
sponsored by the Tennessee Valley Canoe Club on Sunday, August 31. Information sheets, 
as well as entry blanks., are available from the editor of the NEWSLETTER 0 

Lee Rus sell, edj. tor 
130 Tabor Road 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 
482-2153 
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