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CHAPTER I

GENERAL STATEMENTS

In 1922 the Board of Trustees of the University of
Tennessee acting on the suggestion of President lorgan, authore
i1zed the establishment of a Department of Rural Education in
the University, whose functions should bes first, to study
intensively rural school conditions in Tennessee; second, to
train teachers for the rural sohoolsp and, third, to co=
operate with the State school authorities in every way possible
to make the work of the rural schools more nearly meet the
needs of the rural cammunitios.l

Following the approval and promise of oo~dperation
of the State Department of Education, it was decided to make
& series of surveys of rural cammunities for the purpose of
determining oonditions in the different counties and of offer=
ing suggestions for their improvement. The first of the series
was that of ¥Wnion County, made in the fall of 1522. Following
this were surveys of Lewis, Crockebt, Pickett, lonroe, Bledsoe,
and Jaokson oourties.

At the request of the County Board of Education and
the Superintendent of Schools for a study of the economic,
sooial, and educational conditions in Blount county, this
survey was gonduoted, Ths purpose of the survey was to
asocertain existing conditions in the county and with the aid of
the University, to deviso same plans for improving these con-

ditionse.

l, Survey of Union County, 1922



The information to be presented in this survey has
been taken from reports of fifty-one of sixty-one rural school
camrmunitiess Although not mathematiocally correct in every
detall, it is believed that the data inocluded in this survey
are fairly representative of sonditions in the countye.

Prosedure

After omnferring with the Superintendent of Schools
and the teachers of Blount County relative to the objectives
of the survey, comrittees of teachers and citizens were asked
to sefve in various caxxmnities to secure the desired informa-
tione As in the preoceding surveys the school community was
taken us the unit, The actual work of the survey began
August 27, 1926 and wes completed Jamary 10, 1927, The
survey committees were directed by Paul G. Houts, Graduate
Student in Rural Education, in the Universlty of Tennessee,
under the direction and supervision of B. 0. Duggan, Professor
of Rural Eduoation,

History

"By an act passed by the Governor, Legislative Council
and louse of Representatives of the territory, Knox county wus
divided and Blount county established. William Viallace, Joseph
Black, Samuel Gluss, David Craig, John Trimble, Alexander Kelley,
and Sarmel Henry were appointed commissioners to select the
place for the county seat and erest county buildings. The mot
names the seat of Justice, Maryville. This was out of respect
to Mrs. Mury Blount, the wife of the Governor. The sounty was

1
thus named for Governor Blount."

l, Rumsay's Annals of Tonnessee pp 643-658



The population of the ocounty on July 11, 1796 was as
followss free white males 16 years and upwards including heads
of families, 5863 free white males under sixteen years, 817;
free white females including heads of families, 1231; end slaves,
183. The total wus 2,816.1

Alexander Kelley wus the first Senator from Blount
County, James Houston aund Joseph Black were the first representa
tiveaol

The first means of transportation wus that of the
stage ooach estublished as eerly as 1806. A mail route fram
Knoxville via Maryville, Pleir's Ferry on the Tennessee river,
through to Savannah, Georgia, wes estublished by the United
States Government, After 1819 the state route was ohanged
via Dalton, Georgla and after 1852, when a railroad was being
oomstructed, it net the trains as they advanced into Eust
Tennessee from Georgla. Freight wus hauled by wagon trains
from Baltimore, Maryland; Loulsville, Ky.; Charleston, S.C.;
and Sevameh, Georgiu to Maryville.?

Blount County's output of iron, whiskey, bacon, and
corn was loaded on flutboats on the Little Tennessee river at
Louisville, Tennessee und taken to Huntsville, ilabam:, and

New Orleans, Loulsiana; this mode of transportation continued

ls Ramsay's Annals of Te.messee pp 643-668
2¢ Information received from Villl Parham, one of Blount
county's oldest citizens and un eaut:ority on its history.



until the use of the steamboat in 1828. After this date
steamboats ocarried praotiocally all of the imports and e:ports.1

A newspaper wus published &8s early as 1833, In 1835
Ferdinand Augustus Parham was induced to come to Marywille and
publish a paper in the interest of Maryville College. Professor
Hoyt of Maryville College wus associated with him in this work.
This paper was contimued until the latter part of 1837, It was
called the "Maryville Intelligencer". Parham later moved his
printings press to Chattanooga. In 1838, Montgomery McTeer
succeeded Parham in establishing the "american Journal of Proe
ductive Industry". This publication continued for an indefinite
period of time. In 1838 a newspaper called the "Temperance Bgnner™
was published and continued several years. In 1863 Y« Pe Collins
founded the "Blount County Advocate”. Two years later, Jumes
Swan established "The Tgnnessean". After the Civil Vir there
were many other pudblications, among which was the "Marywville
Times" which still extsts. This one with the "Maryville Enter-
prise®™ are active newspapors of the oounty to-dayol

Blount county has had five court houses. The first
one wag built in 1796; second in 18003 third in 1842; fourth in
18863 and the fifth in 1907~8. The first two were built of logs,
the third rnmde of brick was burned in 1879; the fourth was tuilt
of briok at a cost of $12,779,01, It was destroyed by fire in
1906, The fifth one 18 the present riodern dbuilding erected at

a cost of 351,780.47.1

1, Files of 1iill Parhan.



Topogra

The surfuoe of the county is mountainous. In addition
to the two large mountein ranges, the Allegehaney and Smoky, there
are mmerous knohbs und spurs., Cades cove which lies at the foot
of the great Smoky mountain is about s8ix miles in length and three
miles in width., This cove 18 one of the most fertile spots in the
county and has many very fine farms. Blount county, we might say,
has two distinot divisions; cne ls the furming area, and the other
is the non~farning aren which consists of mounteins, knobs and
spurs upon which agricultumal pursulits are impossihle.l

Geologists tell us that the Oreat Smokies are America's
oldest mountains, and they are older, by far, than the Alps,
Pyraneesg, and our own Rockies, The Smokies were already relatively
0ld mountains when the Alps and Rockles were formed. The roocks
of the Oreat Smokies have, therefore, disintegrated much riore than
in the Rockles, for instance. 7 are also told that the hardwood
forests of Amerieca, und perhaps of the entire world, originated in
the Groat Smoky Mountains. Even of greater importance is the fact
that the nationt's largest remaining tody of Virgin hardwcod is in
these mountaina.z

Possibly the greatest difference in the general appear
ance of the Great Smoky Mountains and the Rockles is the fact that
the high peaks of the Rockles are barren, whereas, the Great

Smokies are verdure~clad to the highest sumnits.z

1,Topographic Sheet, Knoxville Folio, 1502
2+Carlos C. Campbell, Manager of Chamber of Corwérce,
Knoxville, Tennessee



Abundant rains also contribute largely to the varied
and luxuriant plant growth in the Smokles. The world's greut~
est variety of plant 1life is fourd in thesze mountains. Botanists
from many seotions who huve studied the flora of these mountains
report that there 1s no other areu of equal size in the world
which contuins so many separate speoies of trees, flowering
shrube, wild flowers, ferns, rosses, fungl, etc, The Great
Smokies are without a doubt the rost interesting colleoting

ground for soientiets in Anerica ta—-day.l

Streuns

There are three major stresrms in or bordering the
countys Little River, Tgomnessse River, and the Little Tenn-
essee River,

Little River rises in North Curolina and flows through
the sounty. Although it is not navigable, it pogsesses much
undeveloped wuter power, It furnishes power for Townsend's
lighting system and the Vallund tannery and lighting systems
Among the most important nills which get their power from it
are: Paery's Flowr Mill, Lawson Milling Company, Harris Flour

1 1l, and Rookford Cotton 4511,2

l. Oarlos Ce. Campbell, Manager of Chamber of (Comrerce,
Knoxville, Tennessee

2, Information obtained from H.B. ¥oCall, Superintendent of
8ohoola.



The Tennossed River, at one tie more naviguble than
at present, borders Blount ecounty at the Junction of Little
River and Tennessec River und follows the county line for
deveral miles to a point below Friendsville.l

The Little Tennessee River rises in North Carolina
and Joins Blount cownty below Cheoh dem and runs as & border

line from betireen Cheoh and Caldervood to Sunlimo.l

Wa terpower

There sre soverzl amall devolopmonts of wuter pover
in Blount couniy located on Little River, Little Tgnnossee
River und Tenneasee River.

The majority of the power developments are found on
Little River, which flows in a north westerly direction and
oxtends through the greater purt of the county. The Schlossar
Tamery located at Walland und the Rookford Cotton }ill loouted
at Rockford, two of the most important industries in the county
secure their power from Little River. Three large flour mills,
Peery's Mill, Rookford HMilling Oompnany, and Lawson Milling
Company also secure power from Little River,

There are no large power developments on the Little
Ternessee River except ut Calderwood, The power developed there
is utilized by the Aluminum Company of Americu at Alcos. Thore
is one large dam now under counstruotion at Calderwood which will

greatly inofease power production for the Aluminum Company.

ls Information obtained from i.B. HcCall, Superintendent of
Schoolse



A power survey made by Major liatkins indiocutes the
following possikhle power developments: two developments on
Little River of 17,000 horse power und 156,000 horse pover
rospectively; one on the Ternessee River bordering Blount
county et Coulter's Shoals of 153,000 horse powers end one
on the Little Temossec River at Davis' Ferry of 40,000
horse povier.

Rock Pormatians

There are numerous rocks of URKNOWN ORIGIN though
mostly of sedimentary formoation. They ure classified asy
Vilhite Slate, Citico oonglomerate, and Cades conglomerutes.
Tre Wilhite Slate Formstion is the lowest bed of the oceun
weries, and ie bluish gray or black argillacecus slaute. The
Citico is entirely ellicecous wnd varles from fine widts sande
stonc to coarse quurtz conglomerate with a few thin beds of
sandy slate. Cades conglomerate uppears in a belt formirg
high spurs and outlying mountuins ulonf the N. E. side of the
Smoky Iountains, 2

The CALBRIAN group oonslsts of Land Slack Shale,
Cochran Conglomerate, Nichols Shale, Hebo Sendstane, Heste
Sandstore, Rutledge Limestone, and Meryvilie Limestone.

Tand Slack Shale 1s the lowest level ocouring in the Chilhowse

Younteing and is of lower Canbrain ages Cochran Conglomerate

is mainly shown at the north east end of the mountains but

1, Inrorﬁutian obtained from Js A. Switzer, Professor of
Hydraulic Engineering, University of Tennessee.
2. Goologio Atlas, Knoxville Folio-1902



oocurs also in a small strip south west of Muntvule Springs.
Nichols Slhiale is of praciicelly no value. lebo Sundstone ocours
in the nearly contimious areus along the top of the mountain.
It is a uniform bed of fine, white sandstone, vhich contains only
gralng of fine white sand ciid s:ull quertz pebhbles. Hesse Sandstone
is o flue white sandstone, formed of round quartz greins. It is
found in two separate areus. Rutledyo Limcastore ir dund in masse
ive furms that runige in color from blue und derk blue, black and
grays leryville Linmcstone consists of rassive blue llrestone, with
little change in gppeurance exoevpt frequent eurthy, siliceous bands
cnd oocaslonnl graylsh blue s« rotiled heds.l

The types belonging to the SILURIAN epoch are: Knox
Dolomite, Chiclummaugs limostone, Athens siwle, Sevier zhale, Bays
gandstone, und Cliuch sundstone. Of these, Knox Dolomnite is the
~ost important. This formation oensists of « series of blue, gray,
and whitisn limestone aad dolomitee.l

Debonaire roois lnoludlng Chatturooga black shaule and
gruy shalc may be found in the Chilhowee mounuaﬁus.l

The rooks of tiie Knoxville ures (ineluding Blount County)
have teen distuwrbed from the horigontal nosition in which they were
deposited and bend and broken to a hlgh degree.1

Minerul resourccs

There are sever.l guarries in the oounty which produce
an exocellent quality of oomercial marble, It is a variagated type
which does not detoriorate easily. There ie one large vein whioh

runs through the oounty and othor saml) deposits scattered in

1, Geographic Atlus, Knoxville Folio--1902



different sections of the county. Tha largest quurries are
near Friendsville, .n excellent qualily of iron ors has been
developad recently which is very rich in percentage of iron., 4
rare variety of this ore ie found in Cuces Cove. 8Slate, which
is used for roofing, huas veen {ound in tiie Cnilhowee mountainse
Gold hus bLeen mianed in the vicinliy neur ﬁallund.l

P4zbert

Very liicle virgin timber retmins cxeept in the Smoky
mountulng. Iho Morton-Butlor trasct and the Little River Lumber
Company tract are the ones of greatesi iuportuive. The long and
continued operation of the Little River Lakter Conpuny has greatly
dooreased the wmount of virgin timber.

Rumerous looal rangers are smployed by the State Forestry
Depurtment w assist in preventing and controlllng forest {ires.
This is of great necessity bocause of tlie dunage ocouring each year
through such a destructive agonoy,

Imgrovamnntsz

(a) Rouds

Blount qounty nas &n oxcellent rut work of roads and
railroads runuing throughout the couaty waioh affords ease of
uccessibility to almost and point. The cownty nas had fairly
go0od rouds for a ymuber of yeurs s&nd has expended mumy thousands

of dollars each year on thelr upkeep.

1, Information obtai ned {row: He B icCall, Superintendent of Schools.
2+ Raport of County Superintendent of 8chools, 1927



There are approximutely 500 miles of different types

of roads in the county excluding the incorporated tovms of Mary-

-

ville and Alcoa, This is divided as followss 1l miles of hard _
surfaced road (This is the asphalt MaryvilleeKnoxville highway
from the Knox sounty line to Maryville and a pronp of the same
highway which connects at Clark's Grove and extends to Alcou)j
368 miles of improved roads {gravel or macudamized); and 136
miles of unimproved roads (graded but not graveled). MNaryville
is the center of numerous bus lines within und without the county,
The local lines operate botwscn Maryville and Towmsend vie
¥Walland, Maryville and Friendsville, Karyville and Calderwood.
The lines operating outside of the county are Baryville-Knoxville
and Maryville«Chatenooge via Etowwmh. The Maryville«Kuoxville
division is operated by the lthite Star Line, Inc. of NMaryville.
This line is perhaps the rmost populer one of any in the state
because of frequency of schedule, as 1t makes twenty round trips
enoh day, gives splendid service, and extends every courtesy to
pessengers. The Maryville-Etowah lime makea connection with the
Chattanooga Wus at Etowah thus meking it possible to go from
¥aryville to Chattanooge in e few hourse

 On aocount of the excellent condition of the Haryville
Knoxville highway, it is possible to mmke the trip of about six-
- teen miles in thirty or forty minutes,
(b) Railroads
There are 98 miles of railroad which conneot the

prinoipal towns of the county. The two main lines are operated

11



by the Loulsville und Kashville and Southern Keilroud compenies.
The third line oonnects with the Bouthern at Wwlland und extends
geveral miles above Townsends This is owned and operated by the
Little kiver heilroad Coupenye. Thers ure only six eounties in the
stute whioh have nore railroud mileage than blount. ihey are
Saelvy <31, Davideon lbO, liswiiton 146, Knox 120, ldadison 115, and
Kuaury 102.1

fhe ruilroads operaie principually for carrying mail,
express, and freign%t, s« the majority or the people who travel
use Lueses.

Population

. 2
(a) Changes in population

Youyr Population
1800 5,687
1810 -8 ,839
1820w 11,258
1330 11,028
1840 11,746
1360 12,424
1860 18,270
1870 14,287
1880 16,985
1890 19,206
1900 17,689
1910 20,809
1920 . 28,800

(b) Towns and Villages
There are two large towns in the county
and five villages of pood sizes. Maryville with & population in
1920 of 3,739 is the county seat and the center of practically

all commercial aotivities, Adjoining Maryville is Alooa, the

ls Map of Tennessee published 1922, by Tennessee Department of
Agrioulture,
2+ U,SeCensus reports of dates given,

12



“Aluminum City of Ameriocw", with an approximate population of
3,600. Ilouisville has & population of 300, Iriendsville 400,
Valland 500, and Townsend 700. Theore are othor rural villages
in the county but they are populated principally by fermers and
not by industrial workers.!

Banks®

Thers are four banks in the countyj one is located a§
Friendsville and the other throe ut Haryville, The report given
below is the composite data obtained from the Maryville banks
alone; namely, the First Netional Bank, the Bank of Mauryville,

and the Bank of Blount County:

Cupltul stook - $ 3,000,000.00
Surplus - e e 169,696.00
Total deposits (present) 2,466,119,78
Savings deposits (present) 1,368,640.88
Poroent of savings deposits by °

all oaildren {one bank reporting) Fofl /o
Total resourscs - 3,066,435.08
Pervent of sevings depesits Ly

Farmers sud thelr children eew—wecwms 56.6°/o
Peroent of Time doposits nads by °

formors 70 “Jo
Percent of stock owned by farmers wewwe 40 °/o

Louns o furmers (two banks reporting)e-  600,000,00

Rate of interest charged - 6 Yo to 8%

13

l. Estinates mads by H. Bs i#cCall, Superintendent of Schools.
2+ Information obtained from Casiilers® roport of the Muryville Bunks.



From the above report we I{ind that in the Kuryville
bunks more than fifty perceant of che suvings deposits are mude
by farmers and their ohildren, Farmers tuite advuntage of the
opportunity of borrowlng woney in prauocting thelr agriocultursl
pursults. Iwo benxe aloae Lade loans to fermers in 1927 suns
to the sumunt of $60O,000, |

In apite af tue faot thui fuiwers huve to borrow
money, wo also fiuc tiwt thsy have leaurnod to save it us ‘700/0
of ull time deposiis wire nado by farners.

Practioully all famaers do tholir banking within the
county and with the exception of a few merciiants, nearly all
local industries use the ilayyvilie bunks. Tue attitude of the
banks towvard the sohools, furmers, und business men is very
fuvoruble.

Industries

Blount county has nuiserous industries whioh employ

hundreds of people. Tie vulue of these industries in the county

1¢

is $1,374,824., Aumong the most luportant ludustries of the county are;

Iittle kiver Lauber Covpuiy Townsend
Englend Walton Company (Tunnery) —-ee--- falland
Rook{ord Cotton Mill Reckford
Craig Marple Compuny ; Friendsville
Peeryta Flour Lill Vialland
Lawsont's Milling compary ~~- Townsend
Herris Flour iill #lldwood
Roolford Milling Coe (Flour mill) eweees Rookford
Friendsville Flour iill Friendsville
Baboook Lumber Comparny Aleoa
Aluminum Coupeny of amerioce Alocoe
Knoxville Power Company Alocoa
¥Williams Flour Mill Karyville
Cherokee Lumber Company Maryville
Cooper Lumbsr Gompary Muryville
Maryville liosiery Nill ¥aryville
Maryville Ice Company e Maryville
Maryville Laundry = Maryville

Marble (Quarries - Friendsville




Other

buginoss

As previocusly stuted, ¥aryville is i conter of all

trade activities,

a8 follows:

P

[

[
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Some & the irportant business interssts are

drocery stares

Prug stores

duwrdiure stores
Furniture storea
Lapge depurtment stores
6 & 10£ store
Clothing storos
Jowolry atores
Lestaurants

Baloary

Shoe repair shops
Barber shops

Auto ugoneies
Garages

Filling shutious
Undertakers

Theaters

Practicling physiclans
Dentists

law firns

Property
The following inforisetion wes obtained from the tax

books of the county trusteels office. The amount end value of

land for 1927 was as follows:

Total
Vulue
Yalue
Valus
Value
Valiuc

nunber of wores of land in countywe= 312,098
ol land %11 ,477,070.00
of town lots - 4,312,740.00
of porscnul property —ee 2,764 ,600.00

of Railroad prope‘rtz 1,729,303 .06
of public utilitieghewmmrrmcemnceaeas. 1,374,824.,03

$21,648,657.08

ls The term:i public utilitles used in tne Blount County trusteels
office includes all industries except railroads,
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Taxasl

The scurcss of income for the ccunly wre as followsi
Total property tux -— 2367 4459,13
Polls (Lcsessed) - 16,504400
fces urld fircs —— 1,6556.08
rovenues from pullic atllicies 55,255;46
fron state for public schwoals 37,810,03
Tror other gources -  96,801.,90
Total county Li00M0 mewewem—aw . 574,493,568
Ocouputions?

Blount counly has a mwbos of industiiul plants which
awf'ford employment to & large nunber of people. In fwss, it has been
estinatbed tint over :}Ov 8/0 of the populution of the sounty are
eugaged in Industrial pursuits. Perhaps more than firfty percent of
the population iive on the furus, btut hhls does not mean that they
earn their living.theres & growt rany farsers drive into liaryville,
Alcoa, or sare of the amaller villagers where plants are loocated emnd
work there tw supplenens their yoarly ingome. Some depend solely

upon public works for financial support.

l¢ Taken from the records of the Sowunty Trustee
2. Hs B. lcCall -=Suptee-Blount County Sohools
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CHAPTER II
AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS
Introduotion

In addition to the statements made herein by the
survey oammittee, the ocontent of this chapter is a surmary of
data collected from the United States Census reports from 1860
to 1920 and in a few instances it has been obtained from a sur
vey made in 1926 by the United States deparwment of Agrisulture.
Blount gounty 1s considered as an agricultural sounty due to the
faoct that about two-thirds of the population live on the farm.
In spive of this faot, however, it has been estimated that only
about £ifty peroent of the population actually make their living
wholly from the farms (See Chapter 1, page 16, paregraph 2.)

Bumber and Type of Farms

From the table below the following oomparison may be
observed: In 1920 there were 2,601 farms with a total ascreage of
276,679 as compared with 2,460 farms with a total aoreage of
229,169 in 1910« In 1900 there were 2,161 farms with a total
acreage of 277,982, Prom these figures we find a oontinuous ine
orease in the mumber of farms but & sharp decrease in the total
number of aorei for the ten years after 1900, From 1910 to 1920
the number of fuims insreased gradually while the total acresge
inoreased nowloeably. On the other hand the report of the United
States Census of Apgriculture whioh wus made in 1926 shows a decided
inorease in the number of farms and a very deoided decrease in the
total acreage., In 1520 there were 144,463 acres of improved farm



land with an averuge of 106.4 aores per farm. Of the total number
of acres, 52.2°/0 was improved. In 1910 there were 137,922 acres of
improved farm land with an average aoreage per form of 93.2« Of the
total number of aores reported in 1910, 80.2°/o was improveds In
1900 there were 131,944 acres of improved farm land with an average
acreage per farm of 128.6 In oomparing the figures on the average
acreage per farm it 1s noticed that the farms of 1900 were larger
than those of &ither perliod followings while the peroentege of
improved farm land was lower in 1800 with only 47.4°/0s The smll-
est number of acres of improved farm land ococurred in 1926, dut the
percentage of improved farm land was greater that year than it was
in 1920. In comparing the averuge number of acres per farm for the
state in 1920 with that of Blount county, we find the latter is
very tuch above that of the former, The State average was 77.2
acres, while thut of Blount oounty was 106.4 acres.

The following table indicates these fmotss

Table I

woo- ¢ 19100 4 1s20t . 1926%

Number of Farms 2,161 ] 2,460 ' 2,601 ¢ 2,909

Yotal Acreage " 2 s t
in Farms 277,982 v 229,169 8 276,679 s 216,416
Btmber of Acres ] : t ]
improved 131,944 s 137,022 s 144,453 1 87,126 1
Averuge Aoreage ] ] ] s
per Farm 128,486 ¢ 83.2 1 106.4 Téed o
Percentage improved ] ] ] ]

Parn land ] 60,2 ] 522 ] 69.2

RS e ar SR

l. United States Census reports, 1900, 1910, 1920
2, United States census of Agrisulture, 1926
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General \tax-ming is practiced throughout the county.
A great many farmers however, who live near Meryville specialize
in truck farmdng and meke it a profitable occupation. Before
the World War a great portion of the area was used for the purpose
of grasing. Shortly after the war the amount of cattle production
deoreased noticeadbly; but at the present time meny of the farmers
are turning their attention again to the raising of cattle. 4
great deal of interest has also beon taken recently in the raising
of strawberries and a farmer's assooiation has been formed to proe-
mote this projeoct in the county. The poultry business is verr
profitable in the oounty. A few small farms are devoted exclusively
to thls business.

Sotls

A mumber of soil surveys have been made by the United
States Burezu of Soils but none has been made of Blount County.
The brief swmmary of soils given here has been approved by C. As
UYooers, Director of Agricultural Experiment Station, University of
Tennessee. The soils of Blount County oconsist of:

Sandy loam which may be found on the river btottom land.
This soll is especially adapted %to the raising of corn. This type
of land averages approximately 50 bushels per acre.

Clay Loam is the predominating soil of the county.
From thig soil i1s produced many of the leading farm products; hay,

eorn, wheat, oats, berley, and legurdinous plants {beans and peus)s



Aoid soil whioh is found in small patohes in Cades
Cove, is very infertile despite its richnéss in appearance.
Hany experiments have proved unsuocessful in determining its
causes, It reveals, however, that there are some chemicals in
the soil which are poisonous to vegetubles.

Blue shale which is a type of noneprodusing soil, is
found in the Chilhowee mountains and adjsining spurs and ridgese.

Iimestone Loam i3 found in the mounteinous area around

the vieinity of M¥aryville. This sdl is adapted to general farm
eropss

Among minor types of soll may be found clay, slate,
gravel, conglmmerate, and black shale.

Livestook

The tai:le given below shows the variation in value of
livestook over a period of 60 years from 1860 to 1926:

Table IX

Census ysar Livestock value

18601 , + . o o o o $663,718

1880 . 4 4 4 .. . 414,013

100> v ¢« s o+ « . 685,318

19101-.~..

19200 o . . .. . .1,957,602

1926% ¢« o o o » o o 806,216

- 1’054‘841

le Us 8. Coensus Reports 1860-1920
2¢ U, 8. Consus of Agrioculture 1926



It is observed Lthat from the above faots there wus &
decrease in walue between 1860 and 1880 but a slight Snoremse in
the 20 yeears f'ollowing. Between 1900 and 1910 values praotically
dowbled and ountirmed to increase until 1925, In 1926 the volue of
livestock deoreased more than & million dollars aocording to the
United States Census of Agriocultwes The 1920 report included war
time prioes of livestoek which were wvery smch higher than the
prices of 1935.1

The following table glves the rankdng in wolue of
livestock enterprises in 1920 accompenied by the total number of eaohs

Table IIIz

E;mbar va1u§
Horses and Mules eseeces 6,426 asse. $874,699
Boaf Cuttle seeesseesse 9,077 weess 448,081
Doiry Cottle esesserers 8,203 seves 419,239
HOZS secennscccncnsvoee 14,897 sueee 187,160
Poultry sevecscccscesss 134,648 4oeee 108,198
ShOeD sesssnssessnssass 2,167 seese 21,878

Boes anc Hives(stands) 2,534 sesve 9,723

In the following discusiion we will take each
according to its ranking order.

Horses anc &ules

The United States Censuc Reports indicate an incrcase

1, C. Es Allred, Profossor of Agricultural Economics, Universlity
of Tennessee.
2¢ U+ Se Census Reports 1860«1920
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in the produotion of horses and mules after 1880, However, the

1860 report shows nore horses and mules than in 1880.

In 1930 we find an average of 2.4 horses and miles for

oach farm. In the same year the oensus reports 6,426 horses and
miles valued at $874,698, giving & value of $134 per head. This
number of horses and rmileé is much smaller at present due to the
recent introduation of tructors, automobiles, and truoks, The
present value of horses and mules is very low; in some cases

they are sold for ten dollars per head.

The following table will show the variations in number

of horses and mules since 1860.1

Table IV

Snan.

Census Yeaur | Fumber
1860 secocnccscsccecee 4,871

18801880 ssecccsossnssense 4,141
1890 seesccseoervesces Xo report
1810 seceesscccsessces 5,842

1920 P00 0808000000000 6’485

Beef Cattle
The United States Census reports show a deorease in
the number of heef ocattle between 1860 and 1880, dbut a gradual

inorease after these dutes.

1. U. Se¢ Census Reports 1880«1920



Thers seems tobe at the present more attention to
dadry oattle production than to beef cattle. Bowever, the
farsers who are produeing heef cuttle are finding it a very
profitatle busineas.

The following table will show the variation in the

aunber of heof ocatilc since 1860c1

Census Year Nunber
1860 5,560
1880 5,296
1900 8,524
1910 8,476
1920 9,077

Deiry Cattle

The raising of deiry cattle has always been a profite
able dusiness in Blount County. The greatest inerease in number
has ogcurred sinoce 1910, For a period of ten years fram 1910 to
1920 there was an inorsase of almost 100°/o. Practioally all
farmers have enough oows to supply their omn needs and in addition
many of them have a surplus for murkete.

The number of dairy oattle inoreased from 3,204 in
1880 to 8,293 in 1920. The Census of Agriculture made in 1926 by
the United States Depaurtment of Agriculture shows 6,876 duiry oews
with 2.6 persons per oow.

In 1880 there was one eow for every 4.9 persons, which

l¢ U. 8, Census Reportss 1860~1920



was the greatest proportion given: The Jersey and the Holstein
are given most oconsidersztion., One farmer reported a herd of 118
Jersey Uilk Cowse Plotureas of this herd are included in this
survey. The following table shows the number of dairy cattle,
and the number of persons per ocow at different periods from 1860t

o 1026%
Table VI
T1se0  + 1880 4 1900 s 19103 1920 1026
Punber of Milk Cows ¢ 3,266 1 3,206 1 35,769  14,T7618,295:5,876
Kumber of persons per oow :.0 i 4.9 f 4.6 j 4.3 f Sed ;: 2.6

— -

Creumerios

There aie approximately {ifteen farms in the eounty which
produce milk and butter for commercial purposes. The number of ocows
kept for dairy purposes ranges from 5 to 118, The largest dairy re-
ported was the Little Rlver Creamery owned and operated by Jase K.
Haddoxe This oreumery nss a deily output of 280 gallons of milk,
926 pounds of butter and 1800 guallons of butiermili are sold in
Knoxville wacii weok.

In 1924 there were 6,376 cows milked and 1,958,760 gale
lons of milk produced. Thers were 05,474 pounds ef butter made.

The value of duiry products for this year wus 3225,070.2

Hope
Blount ocounty reises only about half as nany hogs now

L J [ ] »

l. Us S. Consus Reports 1860-1920
2» Ues Se Census of Agriculture 19256
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a8 were ralsed 60 years ago. With the excsption of an increase in
1900 the production of' hogs hes been on « steady decrease until
1920, At this date there wus a slight increuse in number. Many
farmers at present are devoting muoh of their time and attention to
the ralsing of hogs and some of them ruise ons type to the exolusion
of all others. Among the riost cormon pure bred herds aruvs Berkshires,
Hampshires, Poland=China, and Durocs. In addition to those may be
found numerous "sorubs", "Mountain hogs, or Reszor backs" ere also
found in large numbers in the mountainous area, especially in the
8mokies.

The following table shows the variation in produstion
of hogs since 1860 31

Table VII

hdnd

Cengsus Year Humber
1860 sencscocesoes 24,639
1880 weecvcesecces 19,476
1900 seevecscscres 82,5620
1810 senvescvsveees 14,2352

1920 [ EX A RSN NEEN N NN ] 14.697

Poultry

Poultry raising hus made noticeable inoresse since
1900, 1t has inoreused almost tiwve fold us there wars 58,568
in 1900 compared with 124,648 in 1920« As this survoy oovered

only a limited number of homee, it would not te at all acourate

1. Us 8¢ Consus Reports 18601920



to muke comparison with the 1940 ceneus report. Froi observation,
however, it is estimated that the mumber of fowlas raised at present
is still on the inoreuse. An exclusive poultry fern may be found
" on the outskirts of Maryville and mauy other farmers are making
poultry raiging & very profitable business, Over $100,000 was investw
ed in pouliry eccording to the census report of 1920,

ite folliowing tavle shows & rapld incrouwse in the
nunber of poultry since 19001 and the average per farms

Table VIII

1900 191¢ ;. 1920 ;

] H 3
Totul Kumber ¢ 68,368 3 @82,724 ¢« 124,648
] H ]
Average por H H ]
LarMearveee 2740 3 33.6 3 479 2

]

Sheep
The production of sheep i@ one item whioh has shown

a greater deoreass thun any other, The number of sheep in 18(‘:.0"'a
was 11,097 and in 19302 only 2,167, A more recent comparison
shows that from 1910 to 1920 the production of gheep decreused
over 100°/o. tith such rapid deoreasse it is believed that sheep
raising will be almost wholly abundoned., The valuation of sheep

2
in 1920 was §21,878.

ls UeSs Consus Heports 1500=1820
2+ U+Ss Census Reports 1860«1920
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The following table shows variation in production of

sheep stnce 18¢0 sk
Table IX
Census Yeur Fumber
1860 11,097
1880 11,992
1900 6,040
1910 6,543
1920 2,167

Bees and Hives

dore attention is given to the care of bees now than
ever before. In 1860 there wore 14,902 pounds of hees wax and-
honey produceds In 1910 there were 2,326 hives which produced
24,670 pounds valued at $5,849.00. In 1920 there were 2,534

hives whioch produced 33,826 pounds of honoy.1

Grain erops

The prineipeal grain orops are those general throughout
the state inoluding corn, wheat, and oats. Rye and Barley arc also
grom in large quantities. Hay and forage orope inolude soy beans,

olover, oow peas, eand differont graasses.

1. U. S+ Consue Reports 1860 - 1520
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The table below shows the total yield und yield per
aere of corn, wheat, and oats since 1860.1 Also a report

for the entire state in 1920 is given for comparative purposes.

Table X
State County
Census Yoer 3 1920 : 1860 : 1880 5 1900 & 1900 ¢ 1920 s
Aores in comrn + 3,301,176 1 : 38,549 s 32,372 : 34,808 :
To®al Yield in Bushels : 70,639,252 : 557,680 : 450,101 : 608,900 : 827,072 : €71,736 :
Yield per Acre in Bushels : 213 : i : 15.8 : 19.3 : 19,3 :
Acres in Fheat : 684,897 ; . 24,269 s 16,008 1 16,765 s
Total Yield in Bushels : 6,562,567  : 106,581 : 110,196 s 167,500 : 130,617 : 139,118 X
Yield per icre in Bushels : 2.3 : : f 64 : 8.6 : 8.3 :
Aeres of Oatls : 162,417 ; : i 5,108 : 6,101 i 2,314 :
Total Yield in Bushles : 22,413,409 : 67,217 : 96,367 : 49,520 : 58,879 : 32,156 :
Yield per icre in Bushels : 14.9 f : : 9.7 : 11.5 : 13.9 :

1, Use S. Consus Reports 1360«1920

8¢



From Table X we £ind that of the thrae orops produced
in the oounty, oorn is the greatests the number of acores given to
oorn being more than double the number given to wheat, the second
in renks Of the 144,453 aores of improved land in the county,
34,808 acres were devoted to the raising of corn in 1920. Despite
the fact this is the prinoipal, the yield per uore in bushels is
slightly below thé.t of the state. The average for the oounty being
19,3 bushels, while the average for the state was 213 bushels.
Since 1900 the avorage yield per aore has inoreused. This is perhaps
due to the inoreased interest to the uge of cammercial fertilisers.

Wheat is the seoond in renk with an escreage in 1920 of
16,766 and a total yield of 139,118 bushels. %The yield per aore
oan be sompared only sinoe 1900 as no data before thie date ure
available, The production of wheat declined in 1810 but inereased
praotically 10,000 bushels by 1920, The yleld per aore in 1920 was
843 bushels as canpared with 9.3 bushels for the state,

Oats, the last of the three considered, shows a ocontine
ued deoreuse in soreage since 1800 bu% an increase in the awerage
number of bushels per eore. Again we £ind only a slight variation
in yield per bhshsl from that of the state. The yileld for the oounty
in 1920 was 13,9 bushelsy while that of the stute was l4.9 bushels.
Crop rotation und the uge of commercial fertilizer sccount for this

ineorease.

Hey and Forage

fhe production of hay and forage has greatly increased

since 18803 in faot, almost fifteen times as ruch hay and forage were



produced in 1920 as were produced in 1880, The only deorease over
a period of sixty years came between 1360 and 1880 when it dropped
almost 50°/0. During the ten year period between 1910 and 1920 the
number of tons of hay produced more than doubled. The followling

table indioates these faetasl

Table XI

AP B <kt T i TS Oy O U e D 20 e GO

Conpugs Yoear Humber Tonus of Nuy
1860 seeavrsrcanees 7,002
1880 weeeseeccncrve 5,810
1910 serecvrecacnes 22,651

1980 IR EEE RN NN NN NE] 49‘154

The crops out for hay end forage irclude those generally
produoed over the stute. They are: Clover, scy teuns, red top, oow
peas, timothy, ulfalfe, ard wild graesses, Ihe leguninous plents in
many oases are "plowed under" the szoil or left in the fields for the
hogs to harvest. If &ll this forege wers cut f'or hay, the number of
tons produced would be considerably inoreased.

corn is out for forasge in differenrt ways. Some out the
ontire stalk and shock it in the field until sufficlently cured for
sterage in the barns Another nethoé commonly used is "“topping", the
proocess of cutting only the upper portion of the stalk for forage and

loaving the remainder in the field to be harvested later.

1. U. 5, Census Reports 13601920



Speocial @rops

Anorng speoinl crops dsserving conslderation ure Irish
eénd Sweet potatoes. Difinite information relative to production
of these crops wus not aveiluble to survey comnithees, but obser«
vetion indicateos & decided increase in their production. The teble
below shows the muimber of scres devoted te the rulsing of each crop

vith the total nurber of btiushels raised and the averago yleld per

3
Humber of Bushels sessseses: 27,413 36,238 ¢ 656,850

3 s
Yield per acre in Bushels i 704 93.8 ¢+ 119.6

acreal
Table XIIX

Irish Potatoes eeeecocessss 1900 ¢ 1910 3 1920 3
: ) 3 t
AOrO8 cscansvseesncsnvscsset 178 3 320 H 397 3
3 t 3 s
Numbers of Bushels «csesee: 9,258 : 26,891 ; 27,329
[ H : s
Yield per icre in Bushels : 6l.8 8¢ 3 69.8 3
- - o 3 - ¥ g-.--u.-oana-’
Swoeet Potatoes t ] ] ]
H [ R . H
AGYrO8 sesccccconosnnsensnnl 389 ] 86 467 3
s $ $
) s
t g
3

The Irish pctuto orop in blount county increased very
noticeable in 191C. The inarexzse betwsen 1900 and 19210 wus 17,656
bushels, There was a comparatively suull irerecse between 1910
end 1920, The averago yield per acre varied esach Censug year. The
largest yield per acre wus in 1910 when the a verage w.s 84 bushels.
The npumber of bushels of Irish potatoes produced in 1920

wus lese tha i1 half the numbsr of bushels of Sweat potatoes produced.

le Us S, Censug Heports 19001320
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The inorease in production of sweet potatoss has heen oontinuous
sinoce 1800, The average yield per sore of sweet potatoes has ine
oreased from 70+4 bushels in 1900 to 11948 bushels in 1920,

In addition to the comminitles whore ferming is the
sole cccupation, Blount county has several villages the inhabitants
of which have their own truck orops. They ralse produce not only
for local use but for marketing purpose as well,

The orops produced by truok farmers which have not already
been discussed are: beans, tomatoes, peas, cabbage, radishes, ete.
This is a very profitable business for the truck farmers who live
neer the towns of MHaryville and Alocoa.

Watermelons and oantaloupes are rissed in large quentity,
mary of which are marketed outside of the sountys last year considersable
acreage wus devoted to the ralsing of these arops.

Strawberries are rziven much more consideration now than
formerly as evidenced by the following report from the Blount oounty
"Fpeult Grower's Assoolation™; (Fall meeting 1927)

"Ten thousand erates will be required for the strawberry
orop this year, it vms announced at the meeting of the Blount County
Fruit Growerts sissoclation. The aoreage has inocreassed from ll to 200
in three years. Two hundred aores of cantaloupes and us many of
string bouns were reported, The advisability of raising tometoes and
oorn was oonsidered,"

¥Molasses, the product of sorghum cane, is made by many

farmers of the couny. This, however, is mede principally for home

ugse; only a few furrers produce cane on a corrmercial busis,
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Qrohards and Qerdens

a. Oroharis
The fallowlnpg table ghows the number of frult irees

with the number of bushels prodused, and the numbar of grape vines

with the number of pounds produc;edsl
Table XITIX
"nun““:““——*a“ t 3

Cer:sus Yoar :+ 19@0 ¢ 1920 1920
Bunber of Apple Trees T zwuo,oa? : 66,;?9 ¢ 72,108 .
Rumber Bushels Produced : 66,892 3 116,095 :: 44,234
Humber Peach Troos . 40,878 : 47,878 3 47,1;;
Rumber Bushels Produsod : 32 ;: 27,090 : 1,843
Humber Pear Treec | s 2,199 ¢ 2,237 i 6.31i~“
Rumber Bushels Produced 3 363 1 716 360
Number Grape Vines “:"15 2499 ¢ B,016 3 17,471
Pounds Produged 1 136,96L ¢ 69,028 3 18,207

The produchion of epples Jdeoreased nore than fifty pere
cent from 1910 to 1920, despite tiw faot that the muber of trees
increassed. The grestest npple oron reported was in 1210 when 116,096
bughels were produced. The number of Pesch tress has varled vor:; ‘1ittle
in the past thirty yeurs although the number of bushels pmdueed doéa very
congidorubly. This is probably due to a poor crop during the eensua year,
In 1900 only 32 Bushels of peaches were reported while in 1910, there

were 27,090 bushols wnd in 1920 only 1,843 bushels.

l.e Us S+ Ceonsus Heports 1900+1920



The number of pear trees has steadily inoreased sinoce
1900, the inorease bveing from 2,199 at this date to 6,311 in 1920,
In 1910 the yield in bushels of pears doubled the yleld in 1800,
In 1800 there were 15,499 grupe vinuss &n the county which yielded
135,961 pounds. In 1910 however, only half as nany vines were
reported with a deocrease in yleld of approximately one~half. From
1910 to 1920 the number of vines incrcased 11?°/o while the proe
duotion of the vines decreased 279%/o.

8ince the last census report was teken a few farmers
have planted hundreds of fruit trees, which will inorease the
production of fruit in the future. In addition to these young
orchards, there are a great many old ones which have failed to
produce a good orop in a number of yeuars,

b. Gardens

Much attention is given to gardening throughout the
oounty by those engeged in almost every occupition. Town residents
have their own "back yard" gurdens as do the farmers in the mosti
isolated seotions of the county. "Back yard gardens" are devoted
chiefly to the raising of vegetubles for home use although sme
gardeners market their produces The vegetubles common to the state
are also oommon to Blount county.

Size of farme

The following table shows the distribution of the

2,601 farns in the county aoccording to the 1928 censuss



Teble XIV (a)

Noe. Farms ’ hores in Deoh

5 0 - 3
133 3 - 2
261 10« 19
057 20 - 49
735 50 - 90
£19 100 ~ 174
17¢ 3 1756 « 259
76 280 - 499
25 00 - 999
11 1,000 & Over

The U,3« Cengus of Agriculiture gives 2,909 ferme in
1925, which sre distributed as follows:

Table XIV  (b)

No, Furms Acres in Each
G 0 = 2
307 3 - 9
377 10 « 12
762 20 ~ 49
770 S0 - 39
451 100 - 174
144 176 -~ 269
79 260 - 499
16 » 00 -« 939
4 1,000 « £,999

0 5,000 & over




Tomurs
T 1925, ?So/o of the farnmers of Blount County were
either full ownars, part owners or zmenagers of thelir farms.l The
same report is givon for 1910 but was decreased to 700/0 in 1930.2
The survey showe that 84%/0 of the epople interviewed own their homes.

General Ferm Upkeep

Of the ferty-six camrmnities reporting in the survey,
twenty reported that the gemeral farm upkeep wus good, nineteen re-
ported the condition as of farms falr, and seven reported the condi

tion as poor.

grop rotatiomn

Considerable attention is given to the rotation of orops
by the farmers who operate the lurger farms, This does not mean,
however, that those who operate the enull farms de not prasctice this
plan, bu t the proportion of the larger farms to the total is mueh
greaters Acoording to table XIV (a) thero are 810 faurms of one=
hundred acres or more and in teble XIV (b) there are ounly 693 of
equivalent wureages.

Fertilizors

Thirty=-eight cormunitles reported the use of commercial
fortilisers. 7he range was {rom {ifty poundes to one~-hundred-fifty
pounds per mere. Tho individual survey shows 83°/0 of the fermers
interviewed wor'e using some kind of fertilisurs The oity of Knoxville
'mppilaa rnogt of cho Peruillsevs used, Lccorli' g to the report of the
1926 oensus of agrioulture, 1,189 farms reported the oxpandltire of

$36,966 for fertilisors including lime.

1. U.S. Census of Agriculture 1926
2¢ UseSe Consus of Agriculture 1910-1920
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liarketing
Aocording to the survey, the average distance of oom=

mnities from the rajilroad s only 2.7 miles and 11,3 miles from the
county seat., S8ix communities reported roads to market as good, one
reported fair, while none reported the cordition of the roads bads
As explained in the preceding chapter, the genersl condition of all
roeds in the ocounty is very goods With these good roads farmers
usually haul their products to Maryville in truocks; or in oase of
delivery to foreign markets, they sare brought to Knoxville. Livee
stook is usually marketed through a "dealer™ who buys from different
geotions of the county and markets all of them toe-gether. Although
hogs are usually slsughtered in Meryville and sold on the looal mare
Wot, some are shipped to Knoxville. The Fruit Growerts Association
is arranging to market its products on & cooperative basis.

Effeot cf Low Prioces cn Cattle and ule Production

After the war when prices began to decline, mamy of the
farms were well stooked with cattle, and their owners suffered great
financiel losses. This deflation forced many fermers to abandon
cattle produotian. The tendency at present, however, is to inorease
production.

The production of mules is gradually decreasing in
Blount county, In 19251 there iere 5,931 horses and mules as conw
pared with 6,425 in 3.92().2 The tractor is supplanting the mule

now, as 49 were reported on farms in 1925.1

le UssSe Consus of Agriculture 1926
2+ UsSe¢ Consus Rgports 1920



spricultural Rank of Blount County in the Stute in 1926

Ranls 10th 4n number of bushels of wheat produced 81,772
Renks 16th in number of beef cattle (two yeurs and older) 2,918
Ranks 18th in nuxber of tons of hay produced 18,444
Ranks 20th in number of pounds of butter produced 505,474
Ranks 22nd in number of oords of firewood out on farms 32,107
Ranks 23rd in total mmber of gallons of milk produced 1,938,750
Renks 26th in number of dosens of eggs produced 667,746
_Ra.nka 26th in total mumber of sheep 2,643

Ranks 27th in number of duiry cattle (two years and o‘der) 4,714

Ranks 27th in value of all farm property $11,670,146
Ranks 29th 4n number of poundc of wool produced 8,416
Ranks 3lst in number of sheer shorn 1,910
Ranks 36th in number of pounds of tooaooo raised 162,660
Ranks 36th in number of tractors 45
Ranks 44th in number of chickens raised 172,690
Reanks 44th in corn produstion for all purposes 2,366
Ranks 46th in per cent of land mortgsged 2049
Ranks 46th in averuge number of gallons of milk produoced

per cow 330
Ranks 32nd in number of horses 2,910
Ranks 63rd in number of mules 3,021
Ranks 60th in nuuber of hogs 6,960
Ranks 67th in per gent of tenancy 2748

l. U, S. Consus of Agrioulture 19256



CIAPTER IXT

HONES

The information subtmiited in this chapter was obe
tained with much difficultys. One~hundred«fifty homes of the
following seven oommunitles were visited: Cades Cove, Alynwick,
Hubbard, West View, Raseasr, Forest Hill, und the Brown Sohool
cawmmity. In many of the homes 1t wns impossible to obtain full
{nformation. Therefore the duta herein in some respeois is in-
completes but on the whole, fuirly represents the astual oondie
tions in the hories of the county.

Bui ldingi and Grounds

The survey shows 1 two~room building, 22 three~roon,
25 foureroom. 30 five~roor, 30 sixzeroom, 19 seven-room, 20 eighte
room, 2 nine~roon, und i ten~room building. Very good ocare seems
to have been taken of these buildings as sixtyweight per cent of
them were painteds The lawns of seventy-two per cent of the homes
were in good conditions Figure I shows graphically the number
of buildings abd the number of rooms in eaoh type. The figures
at the top indicute the nmurber of houses and the figures at the

bottom show the number of rooms in the bulldings.
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BUILDINGS
RSP R
Pigures al the top show nuuber of houses.

vipures at the bottom show number of rooms in the houses.
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HOME CORVENIERCES

A great many of the homes in the county have modern
home oonvenlences. The following regort indicates the convenienw
cos founc in the homes:

Water System

Yater systers were found in five hores with kitchen
and bath room fixwres. Thirtyeseven per cent of the homes secured
water from wells, thirtye-six per cent from olsteims, twentyeone per
cent from springs, and the remainder secured wuter fram both springs
and wells., 7There was only one wore well reported than olstens.

With a few exveptions, the water used by all homer is considered as pure.

Zelephones

The telephorne sertioce is uxtended to almost ull seotions
of the sounty. In the homes inspesoted, thirty«two percent of them had
telephones, all of whioh wers party lines,

Lighting,

The old kerosene luiap is still the prevalling type of
light used throughout the suuntys Electric lights were found in
five homes; two of these hua the Delco systems, while the others used
the regular current of the Knoxville Power Company. A carbide lighte
ing system was found in one home. Townsend urd Walland furnish their
own power for lights in these villages.

Conveyances

Good roads oall for amutomobiles, «nd the people of
Blount county heve theme Although the horse and buggy is atill used,

they are gradually being replaced by the automobile. Fiftyweight per



cent of the homoo reporteod the ownersihlp of an autorobile., Huny
lurueors use them for the transportation of furm produscts to markets.

Sanitation

A great deal of attention 13 given to sanitution in the
rural sections of the county. Seventy~one per cent of the homes
wore properly soreec:ed. Four homes had inside toilets, six, outside
but sanitary, sight, outslde and very insunitary, snd the remeinder
wore outside and in fuair oondition. Illost of the tollets were within
a reusonable disimnce of ihe houses Garbage and manure heaps were
found neay many homes,

Recreation and Culture

This phuse of oommulty life is greatly neglected. ¥ith
the exception of organs, planos, phonographs, and resios in a few
homes, the reoreational 1life is laclkding. Most of the rural people
who have autonobiles drive to liaryville or Woxville for roocreation.

Newspaperc end kgpezires

Hinty~slx homes were recelving the county paper and
gixty-two, a daily pupere~-The Knoxville Journal or the Knoxville
Sentinel. Among other papers cid nuguzines found in the homes ares
Comf'ort; Hationsl Ceographic; Southern Agricsulturists; Farm Journal ;
Farm and Firoslde; Peoples Popular Monthly; Southern Rurallsts;
lsedle Craft; Tns Country Gentlemang Physical Culture; lcCalls;

Farn Life; Yellow Juckets Progressive Farmer; Every Day Life; Youths
Conmpanion; Baptist and Refleotor; Ladies Home Journal; Christian
Herald; True Story; Saturdey blude and ledger; ihe Hame Circlej
Farmer's Wwifej Illustialod wochauiics; Collidrs; Pathfinder; Holiundsj

VWoman's World; literary Digest; Southern Cultivaborj Cenliowons;



Liberty; «ud Picloriul leviews The ubove list shows that the bad

u8 wwll as the good type of literature goes into the rursl home.
The Bible was feurnc in praciiczlly all homes. The lurgest humber of
books reported from any hons wus 600 voluree. The range is from
none to five-~hundred with an average of fifteen.

PAMILIES

S58ze of Fanilies

The size oi funilics reuges from twoe to fourteen, There
wore 7 families of two peoplej 21 of three peoplej 30 of four people;
23 of five people; 14 of six people; ote. Figwe II on the next page
gives a graphio representation of the sige of families. The average

mmber in each family is 5.7 peoples



Flgures at the top represent the nucher of families.
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Age of Heads of Farilies

The age of the heads of families varies from twentyeeight yeurs to

eisl:ty~cne years, The following figure is a gruphic representation of

their ages. The figures above the graph show the number of famillesj
thoce below *he age of houdo.

29
27
24
W‘
22
18
10
-ty
4 4 4
1
i
25-29 365~39 46~49 6669 65+69 81
30-34 40-44 60-64 6064 70

Flgure III



Reliﬁious APPLliation of Hoeds of Fanilies

Galy ehout helf of the homes reported their
relighous offilintions, Of these 39 were Baptists; 13 Methodistss
10 Presbyterianss 1 Curistiang e«nd 7 who belong to no Church at all,
L8 this report is {noeomplete and was tskon fron so many different come
mnd tdee ic hac 204 besn poesible to ocompile a table showing how
neny people in euch curmnmity helong o the éifferent deneminationa,
90°/o of those roportlig, wers affiliated with same church. This
would, perhaps, not be too high for the county es & whole,

Bducation of Heads of Familics

The grest msjority of the hewds of families received
& very meeger esaucatlions 7Tho Cth grude was the average. In spite
of thw fact that there were tihree peorsons who never went to school
et all, thers were 32 who rouched %he eighth grade, 18 who resched
high gohool and & who rewoned oollege, Pherc sre many rore collage
men in the rurel seotlons than this report siows. Haryville College
has nade it posgsibvle for many farsors to reéeive & high school and
collage edusation, who would otherwise never have gotten it, Fipure
IV shous the educatlon of tne herds of fiumiliess The figures helow
the graph ehow the groades reuched by the hoads of families; those

above, the mmbor or ramilicss



EDUCATION OP HEADS OF PAMILIES
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Pamnily Pinances

Of the 160 homes vieited 1t was found thet 8% 0 of the
homes wers owned By those living in them, while 13°/o were renters
and Zofo hired men. The home ownership percentage is too high
for the entire oounty.

(a) Bank Accounte

The following tuble shows the attention given to
banking by farmers and their families. The percentages huve been
camputed for the mmmber of families reporting in the survey.

Heads of femilies having bank accounts~=--60%/o

W.vee having bank nocounts «29 "
Hoads of fanilies having suvings aococuntes27 *
Wives having savings scoourt 20"
Vidves having separate inoone 20 "

"

Children having bank scoounts sececcccswes?2y

(b) Sources of Income

There are nureroue souroes of income given by
farmers; most of which are the result of ferm labors, among the
sources of income rmentioned the greatest numover of times are:

(1) srops, such as corn, wheat, wutermelousz, tobacco, strawberries,
and hey; (2) livestook; (3) d=Sry prodvets; (4) pouttry and eggs;
(6) teachinz; (8) earpenteringg and (7) preachinge E&ver with so
pany diff'erent ways of making money the majority of the farmers are
not making any more than 18 neeessery for farm and family upkeeps
Forty per cent reported they were ahle to make nore than necessary

living expenses..
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CHAPTE IV
THE COMJUNITIES

Introdugtion

This awrvey includes 61 school comminities of whioh
forty-seven urce rural aadé four ure villape. The tascher in each
commnity acted as ehairman of the locul commitiecs in working out
the date 1acluded ir the survey bLlanks, «.¢ The conmitioe vas
compoged of the teacher ard ciiizens of the corrwnity vho vere
either native or who had rosided in the commwmity for a long period
of time.

Yaolation

The sversge disterce of gll comtmnities trom the ralle
roed is only 247 rdles. Thore sre 33 miles of railroad in the county,
vwhich, with a network o excellent rwcadenmbzed rocds give the farmers
eagy aocsss o the murket certers. The averuge distance of ocormminie
ties from the cowmty seat Zs 1led riles. The distance is eamparatively
short when Uiie exvelient newrs of trunsportation is considered« The
greatest distunce of any corviunity from the railromd is 11l miles and
from the gounly eeat it is 20 miles, The people in tihe rural come
sunities ure not oampeliled to do wusoir suopplng within their own ocane
munity nor at the county soat, Laryville. Inirtyefour commnitles
reported visits to Knocxville lor busiicse «nd sccdal purposes and two
reporied vielts to Chatlanoogas Among other tewns or cities visited
ocutside the vounty for tic saue purpose erc: Grecnsaok, Loudon, Se-
vierville, Lenoir City, and .tlautea.

Preotically cll cawanitles huve tho advantuege of a dally
meil as there are mall routes from daryville, Tovneern., liiendsvills,

walland, end obuer couters tharoughouu Liw Vericus comsnruitiess



Topogra

In tmnety~one communities topography is rolling, in
seventeen hilly, in nine mountainous, and in one level. The surface
of the county is very irregular as thirtyweight communities out of
forty~eight reported either rolling or hilly. The average community
is drained by lel streans., One sommunity is drained by six streams
while five are draeined by none. Little River is a very important
river in the county and drains six of the communities reporting.

Haoiel Decent

The muss of the population inoludes lative Americens or
AnglowSazons. Thirtyethree commmities reported only Anglo~Saxons,
five reported AnglceSaxons sand a few negroes. Among the nationalities
represented ares Bnglish, American, Bwiss, Irish; Germans, and Dutoh.
The negro population in the county is very a:all, only 2,776 reported
in 1920 which is 9¢3°/0 of the total population.

From the 1920 Census the following dute were guthered
concerning Blount County pooph;

Total population seecssecscsssssnesse28,800

People of Native Parentage (white) ..25,742

Per ocent of Native White Parentage .« 90.1

People of Foreign Born Parentege sees ™

Forelgn Born White ecseececcosseccesesr 176

Negro Population essesvececnceesasces 2,676

Per oent of Negro Populatim sesceess 943



Reoreational Aotivities

Moving piotures are the only source of oommeroialiged
reoreation. These are found at Tremont, fownsend, and Maryville.
Pioctures run dally et ¥aryville, but semi«weekly at the other
pleocess Schools and churches sponsored pioniecs in seven commni-
ties, ple suppers in eeven, lectures in two, athletics in four,
and general community meetings in two. Five camrmnities have no
reoreation furnished by the churche OQther recreations offered by
the oormnitles ere: fishing, hunting, boating, swimming, and dencing,

There is a great deficienay of olub organizations throughe
out the county. This condition should not exist as the University of
Ternessee would be glad to furnish programs £o the various comme
nities for oludb organisations for both boys and girls.

S8inging and ohurch revivals constitwte the greatoest
soolel aotivities during the year. The revivals afford an opportunity
for soclal contacts within the oommunity, while the singing bring toe
gother people from different sommmities throughout the county.

Too many of the young people of the various commnities
leave before attending four years of high school, Thirty communities
reported that one hundred forty of its young people had left the com-
minity within the past five years: Of these, thirty-three had never
attended high schoal, eighty-five hed attended, mamy of whom graduated,
and twenty-two of them had atéended college, Mamny of these young

people migrated to eastern cities, where they dawe continued to- make
their homes. The greatest problem of the rural ccmmunity to-day is

that of keeping the young people on the farm when they reach the age of

soolal and economic value to the cormmunity,
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Joralit

With only two exceptions, the moral oconditions in the
various communities were reported as being very favorables The most
ocbjectionable things mentioned are whiskey, thievery, and figchting.
Except for the existance of a morael atmosphere in the churches and
schools, nothing 1s being done to raise the moral standards in the
somrunities.

Churehes

The following report vill ineclude derominations, ministers,
church services, and bmildings,

Denominetions

The following table gives information coneerning the
prinoipal denominations of the county arranged acoording to the size

of eongregationsa;

Kumber of | Average Number
Dsnomination Congregations Towal memsbers Persons per Congrogation

Baptist « o o = o B8l . s e ¢ 1,769 ., .. . 104
Mothodists .+ « «+ 13 o+ 4 s » 490 <« 2 o o & 81
Presbyterians . . 6 o ¢ 00 205 o« 4 0w o 78
Christian .+ « « 2 oo 8O + o ¢« 0 o 26

Union o+ o+ ¢ ¢ o l 4 ¢ 0 41.¢vot 41

b2

The survey found fifty~two active churches in the comme
nities vigited, two inactive, and seven abandornod. Four of the ocome
minities had no chureh bullding. There were reported in several oome
mnities Quakers and members of the Holiness ehuroh but sinse their
mimbers were inconsiderable, no attempt was made to determine the

sanct rumber,



Ministers

There are nine resident ministers and twnety~one
minigters having a oirouit with 2 to 6 churohes, Moat of these,
like thoze of other sounties, supplement their salaries by farming
or other type of industry. The reason for thls is that compensetion
for their services is so smell, averaging $513.46 per year or $26,12
per month, Salaries range from §$76.,00 to $1600,00 per year, the
latter being paid to a resident minister. The attitude of ministers
toward edusation is friendly but in meny oases they do not take an
aotive part in school welfare worke. The oasmittees in the various
sommnities are almost evenly divided on the question of religious
leadership. BSeventesn of them reported the needs as being met, while
twenty=~two say that they are not.

Proaohini servioos

One comgmunity reported weekly shuroh service, or "preach-
ing", twenty reported semi~monthly services, and twenty monthly sere
vicos. 7Twenty-gsoven reported individual Sunday Schools, while nine
reported Union, and one reported none, Twenty-seven commnities re=
ported individual revivals and eleven reported union, thirty-three
of which are held yearly, two are held twioco a year and one reported
every two years. 7The average attendanse at ohurch servioes other
than revivals is fifty-fours

Buildings

Only four eommunities reported no ohurch bullding, two
of these reported the use of the school building for church purposes,

In thirty~eight of the commnities reported, there are fifty-two
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churches, This shows that the ocounty church is aotive in prace
tiocally all communities, soms having as many as three in a single
camrmnitye. Of the total number of churches only four are of bricks
Iwenty-alne of the churches werce found in good condition, and the
rcecainder wore fair except four which were in poor conditlone. The
groundec of tho majority of churches erc in good condition,

go-operatim

Iwenty~three commmnities reported that their people work
towgether well au. have the coamnunity'’s woclferc st heart. Boven e~
ported faotions, due to chiefly to church differencus. Iu one comw
munity 4t iz reported thst a oontroversy began ten yeurs ego, when
two groups of people disagroed on the selection of & preacher.

The organization of Parent=Toacher Associutions has done
mch in gringing toegether tihe oitisens of the eocanunities in proe
uoting edusationul welfure. The rumber of these orgamisations has
inoreased greatly in thc past yeurs

Thore are fowr different lodge orgunizatims in the ecmnty,
all of whioh assume a favorable attitude toward tho schools and come
munitys The Junior Order of United Ameriocan Nechenios was reported
a8 active im ton eammunitics, HNearly all sohcols reported that they
have beon given a Bible by this organisation. Tho Masons, K of P's,
and 0dd Fellows were niso repoyrted as belng astive.

Health oonditions

Porty~one cammudties reported the vitality of their people
as medium, nine as high, and one as lows There were found sixtye-one

persons over 80 years of ages There were one~hundred-ferty-nine deaths
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and two-hundred-thirteen births in the past years There were
thirty-six feeble minded persons reported, twenty-two adults,
eight boys, und elx giris. Tea ocormunicies report that uo ellort
%ue baing made to care for these, wiile four commnities reported
hoapitu. treutwencs There were twentyw-iour adult oripples, seven
boys, wnd {ive gicris, making a toval of thirtye-six. Nothing is
being done for tnea, |

Howith uudv

Blaunt County has a very effioient health unit. It was
first establishuwd in 1919 and hus bven serving tie councy since that
tine with the exoeption of about twoenty-~one months in 1922 and 1923,
The mresant &lyector, Dr. Z.a. Bpyant, was in charge ol the first ore
panization anc has rendered a very vuluable service to the county in
developing this type of work. He is assisted in his work by two
nurses who s'pond thelir uime both ia the oity and county schools. Drs
Bryant and his nurses go into the achools and the nomes of the remotest
cormmnities and give whatmx' help seens ‘to be needed. Although their
ohiof interest is in takin; oure of school ohildren, thsy do not con-
fine their services to childron of school age. 'the following report
subrmitted by the heelth unit to the State Cosmissioner of Health and
the Blount County Oourréblshcws the range of its servises to the county

for the year 1927, :

3
t A
{ 3
i

Digeases L Roported Deaths ¢ Reported Cases

i
A+ Chickenpox 3 0 : 17

be Diptheria " 0 : [
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o. Typheld Fever

Diseases Reported Deaths Reported Cases
6+ Gonorrhea ] 0 3 4
ds Hoolworm s 0 t o
e, alesin : 0 s 0
f". leacles : Y s 134
ge Yumps : 0 t 7
hy Preuxenie 3 ¢ s 20
i+ Soarlet Fever s O(Epidemic Caldervmod)
J. S8mallpox H 0 [} lg
k. Syphilia s ' 38
1. Tubderoulosis : 28 (All oases are not
{all force) diagnoses and reported
by eounty physiclans)
me Typhold and paratyphoid 3 H 34
n. hooping Oourh ? 0 ? 51
0. Other diseases 3 0 2 2l
Services (Communioable Disease) Total to Date
& kcnsoa under supervision ] 47 -
bs Diegnosis estublished 29
8¢ Cases gtudied epiderdologically 23
d. Fleld visits (Cases, contects, suspects) 144
e+ 3ohool exolusions 4
gsrvioces (Imrmnizations)
as Diptherie (Taxin-antitoxin) 626
b. S5mall pox 317

4,336



Venersel Diseags

Reparted Cases

ae Suspects examined

48
be Cages trested (liew) 28
c¢. Clinical vigits w7
d. rleld visits (Cases and contaots) 19
Tuberculccls
G CnCCS Uncor supervision (New) 25
b. Burker emmnliwd 2b
6« Clinicul visits 31
de Fleld visits (Cases end contaots) 41
Maternal ene
8. Capes under supervisior (New) 9
be Confersnce visits )
ce Fiolé visits (Prepatsl) 16
ds Tiald visits (Postnatal) 16
8+ Prenatal letters distributed 18
Infant ene (Under 3 year)
as unts undor supervision (Hew) 46
bs Fuuber ezanined (Physiocal) 30
oe Clinical visits 135
ds Conferonce vialis 114
e, Flold visits 110
f+ Funber defectivos 19
gs Def'ects found a0
h, Defects correocted 1

67



Sehool hygiene Cases Reported
8+ Fumber wieghed 1;9 -
bs Mumber oxamined (Physical) 3,858

o Kumber inspected (Physioal) 92

ds Fleld Vigits 272

6¢ Defeots found 3,808

f'« Defects carrected 889
Pocd Supp).

&+ Inspeotions, all asteblishmonts 117

be Kumber improved 32

ge Number approved 40
T e,

as Cows tuberculin tested 11

be Inspections duiry farms 27

ces MNilk supplies improved 2
We.ter su.%lz

a, Connections, approved Publie supply 4

be Viells omw 8prings improved : B

- gy W A e W e Bt W U a5 SN L S YO G A

Excerta Disnosal

a. Conneotions Go public sewer 13
be Qonnects, other approved systems 1%
o« Approved privies installed (Rural) 487
d. Approved privies installed (Urbsn) 25
¢. Privies reatored to approved type 22

o - " - — o " S5 W

General Senitation (Not listed elsewhere)
Be ﬁells.ngs seroened -

b. Sanitary inspections (not listed elsewhere) 1,796

6 « Nuisance corbeotions 4



General Sanitation (Continued) Cases Reported

de Stables mads sanitary 3

Mediocal examinationsa
&+ Dairymen 1

be Life extension 4

Treatments (Persons treated)

B Km ) 3
bs Rabies (Prophylactio) ]
s Emergency Ald 4
Sooclological Investiputions 8

o e s

¥edleal and Burﬁiul Services

&+ Porsons under 66ra (nOW) 1
be Clinical wigits | 16
¢s Fleld visits 22

grippled Children o
e Nimber examined oo 13

bs Number rospitelized - 1
P

6. Wumber improved 2

Health Edueation a1

&+ Humber lectures o 22
h. Attendance it leotures o 1,677
¢« Bulletina distriduted 2,389

4. Number health demwonatrations P

i A e SO - i B

The above report m’czmoa with few exceptions, treat-

ment given to persons who were unable' to pay a regular Physician
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for such servises rendered.

In the schools, oontests were conducted for the purpose
of stimliating the‘oh}.ld te correct hig phyeiosl defects. It was
known as the "Blue Button™ Contest, A blue button was given to each
ohild who had all his defeots ocorreoted. Ons<hundredethirtysnine
of these were given to ghildren in the rural schools.

It is hoped that Blount County shall continue such a
valuable servics to its rural cammnities, and give every asciate
ance possible in pramoting the health of the people of the county.

Corzmini by Contentment

Of the forty-one somumnities ronorting, twentyefowr of
then stated that their people were satisfied with schools and soocial
conditions, while seventeen said that they were nok sutisfied with
oonditicns. The majority of the people of the county are lawwabiding,
peace«loving oltizens, always interested in progressive novements
introduced into the county. Among the ecauses given for dlscontente
ment ares lackof goolal activitics, lnolz of water supply both in the
hoames and at the schools

The nmajority of the people weleome progressive ideas
and ure always glad to entertain vigitors who are interested in oome

minity welfare aoctivities,



CHAPTER V
SCHOOLS

M story
The history of Blount County eduoation prior to 1820 is

very vague. Definite information has beem found relative to the
organization of four private sohools; namely, Porter Aoademy, Marye
ville College, Masonic Female Institute, and Friendsville Academy,
Porter Academy was established by an Act of the Legislature
in 1806. It began operation in a log building in Maryville: After
the Civil War it was moved to a glaoe near Logan's Chapel Camp Oround.
In 1918 by a resolution of the County Court under Aot of State lLege
islature of Tennessee, 1907, the trustecs of Porter ioademy were authore
$ged to transfer to the Blount County Board of Educatiom all property
held by them in trust. After this transfer the (ounty Board of Edue
cation estublished a foursyear county high sohool and named it Porter
High Sohool.)
In 1819 Reverend lsaac Anderson oame to Blount County and
esteblished S8outhern and Western Theologioal Seminary. In 1842 it
was incorporated by the lLeglslature as Maryville College. This sohool
grow rather slowly at firast but has grown tremendously within the past
ritty yeara.l The following report to the State Superintendent of

sohools will show the work of the ocollege for the year 1868

1. H.Bs MoCall, County Superintendent of Public 4nstruotion
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"Preaident: Reve P. Mason Bartlett, A.M,
Professors: Rev, T, J, Lamar
Rev. Alexander Bartlett
In oollege lust year, 10. In preperatory
ocourse, 20. Graduates since foundation, 400, Orade
uates in Theological course, 30, Graduates in college
course last year, l. Volumes in Library, 3,000, Value
of bulldings and grounds, $30,000, Founded 1819.
First President, Iseao Anderson, D.Ds Under Presbyterian
oocntrol, Permanent endowment, amounts to $12,000 with
sane hope of inoreasing it soon."}
A comparative study of this report and a report for
1927 shows that the school has now a total enrollment of 786 students.
The preparutory course has bveen discontimied and the college has been
adnitted to he Sguthern Asscolation af Colleges and Secondary Schools.
All courses offered at present are standard codlege oourses. Mary=
ville College now has a campus of 260 aores and an endoument of
2
’2.1000“!
The East Tennesgee Masonioc Female Institute was orgune
iged and went into operation in 1850 in an old brick edifice on
kMain Street whioh was later used as a publie school building, until

it was oondemmed as unsafe and later was torn down. Under the ause

pioes of the Masonio Fraternity this institution was conducted until
the out break of the Civil Var, when it wes suspended, never to be
revived.d

Friendaville Academy was established in 1866 by Daivd

Morgan end was incorporated in 1880, This school is still in ope:

l. Report of State Superintendent, 1869
2¢ HeB. MoCall, County Superintendent of Public Instruction
3. Sorapbook——e«Dr. Jnoe A. Goddard



eration although the pumber of students is very amall.1

It soems as if the public schools had not done a
great deal for the pesople of the County before 1873, as there
was bitter opposition to their establishment and maintenance.
This opposition thBVor, had deordased by 1873, the year the
Tennessee 8ohool law was passed establishing public Eduocation
in the State. This 1s evidenced by the following report of
John H. Morton, Supsrintendent of Schools in 1873:

"The school distriots in the past, have had
but few sohools, and poor govermment, while the
people looked at the schools of this County as
short lived, and paid little attention to the
edusation of the massess NKow schools are organe
ized to give every child, both black and white,

a ohance to be at a public free school. The op=~
position that people manifested tovard publio
sohools has greatly subsided. The schools were
generally late in starting, owing to our dis~
organised oondition (No Directors in the County
until after August), and sohool houses had to be
repeired and builts There would have been a moh
larger enrollment in school, und & more regular
attendance, 1f schools ocould have been started
earlier. VWe have a Teachers! Institgto organized,
and hope to have a good attendance.”

That the sohool system of Blount county hus made

splendid progress since 1869 1s evidenced by the following

tables:

1., H.Bs MoCall, County Superintendent of Publie Instruotion,
2. Report of State Superintendent, 1873.



Table i gives the number of sshools, rumber of
teachers, and length of sohool term from 1869 to the present
time, The amallest number of schools ever maintained in the
eounty did not ocour in the beginning of the school organicza-
tion as in most ocases, but fifteen years later in 1883. The
range in number of schools is from 68 to 96. The largest
number was maintained in 1910 ~ 96. The number is greadually
diminishing from year to yeas as consolidations are made.
Aocording to the report of the County Superintendent for the
yeer ending 1927, five one~teasher schools were abandoned.
There was one consolidated sohool estublished and two of the
schools abandoned merged into schools alresdy establisheds
Larger buildings of the modern type with tetter eq ipment,
are supplanting the older type buildings, The smallest
number of teaohers also ocourred in 1883, but the largest
number was reported in 1924. The number of teachers ranges
70 days in 1874 to 160 days (including holidays) in 1926,
The number of days in the school year is remaining constant,
while the number of schools and teeshers is gradually on

the deorsase.

fable 11 shows the scholastio population from 1869
te 1926, 1In 1869 there were 2,367 white ohildren of school age,
whish wae increased to 8,645 in 1924. While the soholastie pop-

ulation of white ochildren of the same age shows a noticeeble



(1)
fable I

Number of aschiools, teachers, and ihe length of
school term in dayd.

3 1869 3 1874 : 1883 3 1890 : 1900 : 1910 : 1920 s 1§24 : 1926 : 1927

Fo. schools s 78 3 74 : 83 3 88 : 92 : 95 : 89 ; 94 3 8 3 81

100 : 107 125 : 187 : 176 s 166

No. teachers : 83 : 85 : T2 : 93

Yength of school
term in days : 1 T 3 76 : 9 ; 96 3119 3 100 4 136 : 166 : 160
Table II{I)
Scholastic Population

Year : 1869 ¢ 1874 : 1883 ; 1890 : 1900 ¢ 1910 3 1920 : 1924 3 1926
thite : 23687 3 3906 : 52561 :; 3264 3 6402 3 6446 3 7851 : 8646 : 6576
Colored 2 2CB7 : 447 1 506 : 2936 3 743 3 406 ;3 203 : €19 3 5677

3 7162

Total 1 4424 : 4353 3 D787 : 6200 ; 71456 3 6851 : 8064 : 9264

(1.) Report of State Superintendent of Instruotion for the years given.
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decrease, The range is from 2,067 in 1869 to 203 in 1920. The
scholastic population of the county has more than doubled in the
fifty year period from 1874 to 1924. There wus a decrease be-
tween 1924 and 1926 of 2,112,

Table III shows the enrollment according to grades
at different periods from 1869 to 1927. Prior to 1900 the en=
rollment of students was given by subjects. Beginning with 1900
the enrollment is given in the State Superintendent's Report Wy
grades., Acaording to the report of subjects, more studcnts were
enrolled in keading than any other,

There has been no great variation in enrollment since
1883 as the alternate dates of 1900, 1920, erd 1926 show a de-
cresse in enrollment of white children. The range is from 3,906
in 1874 to 6,786 in 1927. A very favorable distribution is found
in the report of 1926, The enrollment of negro children also shows
mioh variation. After decreusing from 389 in 1874 to 165 in 1926,
the survey shows 551 negroes were enrolled in 1927 which is more
than any other peried reported since 1874.

Table IV shows the average daily attendance in the
elementary schools of the county from 1869 to 1927. There were
212 more children in average daily attendance in 1869 than were
reported in 1874, The average deaily attendance of all children
{n the elementary sohools has inoreased 111°/0 since 1874. There

was an increase in colored attendance within the past year of 254?/0.
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Table IIX

Enrollnent in schoola

t 1920 s 1924 : 1926 s 1927

3 1910

s Grade ; 1800

: 1874 5 1883

s 1869

Sabieﬁts

@)

1,503
43

“w N

,028 ; 1,678

2

L ™

(>

s 1,576 : 1,93

1st

W M s

4

3
s 3,142

2

Reading

3

(2)

W e

u3
o

LI

M e

" "

: 1,986 3

Spelling

o -

L

o

L I J

(2

S

L)

Ll

(2)

- o,

oth

L

(2)
(2)

W o Wl M e

“ e Al W i

w3 sl M 85 e

L. 8]

412 3

Geaography

L]

8th

H

"

(2)

5,223 1 5,212 : 5,604 : 5,392 : 6,786 (3)

s

3

183 .

561 (2)

163 :

2061

334 3

% e oo

E 4 8,593 33‘906

2

s 4,8

Total

[} 339

447
TI) Report of State Superintendent 10691926 (iNOlusive)

{(2) Report of colored schools.

H

(3) Report of County Superintendent.
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Table IVl

Average Daily #ittendance in Elementary Schools

-

Year 1869 1874 189 1900 1910 1920 1924 1926 19272
Vhite 2380 «~=——= 2094 2628 3407 3bB3 3997 3839 4769
col~ 276 ---— 217 253 223 136 121 113 01
orsd

Total 26566 2444 3211 2881 8630 3708 ¥'/08 3962 bleO

Among the greatest difficulties enoountered by the

ear’ly school system in the County was that of securing funds for
the maintenance of gchoola. The following levter written to the
Stute Superintendent of Publiic Instruotion by Tede Lamar, Supere

intendont of Blount County Schools shows suoh a condition existe

ing in 1869,

*January 1, 1369 - Ali the Civil distriots are
able to draw the money of 1866 e:cept two, and these
would have been, hut could not get teacners in time,
Hope they will not lose it. The present school eys~
ten 1s becoming very popular since we are able to pay
some of the money to teachers. I have no fears of its
success if we are only able to meet our obligations."S

In another letter dated sis monthe later it shows that

there was uncertainly of securing state funds for school maintee

nance i

"hupgust 24, 1889 -« I have forwurded all reports.
The achool system has given general satisfaction here.
The pgreat drawbsek is the tardinese with which the State
has disbursed the school money and the uncertainty of
Future disbursements. Schools are slow to report this
Fall, as there is general fear that the Legislature
will not allow the apportionment of 1868meT,Js Lamar
County Superintendent &

1. Reports of State Superintendent«l868~1926
2. Report of County Superintendent 1927
3+ Report of State Superintendent of Public Instrusction, 1869.



Table V shown thie financial report of the schools
at different periods from 1869 to 1927 as given by the County
Superintendents. The report of 1869 ie very meager as there
were only four items listed and these were e swmury of ree
coeipts and exponditures of 1866, 1367, und 1i€68 combined. The
receipts from the state deoreused from 1874 to 1910 when there
wns a very noticeable increase. Within twentyeseven yesrs state
receipls huve increased from §1,311 in 1900 to $40,096 in 1927.
The receipts from the county, however, have cantinually inereased
gince 18G9, The range is from $5,124 in 1874 to $163,548 in 1927,
The anmal salary of the Superintendent inoreased fram $126 in
1383 to 2,860 in 1927. The average monthly sulery of teachers
w3 less in L9900 (£23.80) than it was in 1074 (527.50)s Within
twenty«four yeurs teuchers salaries per month inoreesed from
823.80 in 1900 to $B80.51 in 1924: 1’!'19 tax rate for elementary
schools ranges from nothing in 1874 to sixty-five sents in 1920,
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

The following discussion s show condition of the
gohools st the time of the survey in the fall of 1627:

Humber and Type

There are 42 omewroon, 20 twoeroom, and 14 three«ore
more-roon Mmildings which neke a total of 76 buildings 4in the
tsoum:y.1 There are very few bulldings having rooms not in use.

In one case two %eachers were using a orew-rcom building with a

l. Report of County Superintendent of Publie Instrustion, 1927



Tadble ¥

Pinencial Report

o9 1874l  1883)  18s0'  1900> 1010  1gzet  192et 10277

State
Bmﬁ.pts 152,102: $1,496 3 $1,406 : 81,311 : $6,44C : 216,168:; $38,226 : $40,006
Receipts  $16,567 : 5,124: 6,890 ¢ 13,428 1 11,784 : 22,788 : 102,199: 102,671 ; 163,648
.—..W Tt * § Z 2 Ak
Beginning
Of Toar : ¢ B,i6L ; 12,694 1 15,322 ; 27,868 3 50,9003 64,319 : 68,601
otal
Recelpts 14,557 ¢ 8,027: 16,466 1 27,528 : 26,918 ; 67,103 s 117,462 205,116 1 249,296
tures 8,638 : 8,384: 10,036 : 11,839 : 12,136 3 s 148,268, 205,116 : 197,613
Salary of * = :

e 260 s+  360: 126 300 340 : B70.80 : 1,360s 2,800 3 2,860
Ave Salary
of Teachers
Per ;w!th t 27603 35.33 3 26412 1 23480 : 36800 3 51.60 : 80451 : 80.00
Tax Rate
per §1.00
Elem. Sehe 3 25 3 AU 2 ) ¢ +45 ¢ «65 = +48 «46
Yalue of
Soh.Propt. . : s 18,740 31 17,852 1 37,300 ; 306,948: 268,615 : 224,269

l. Reports of State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1869-1924
2. Report of County Superintendent of Public Instructiom, 1927
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partition in the oenter of the roome Many of the three-or-morew~
roon buildings have an auditorium whivh is used not only for
sohool purposes but elso for corrmnity meetings.

There is one two-roon briek and one fiveroom briock
buildings in the county used exolusively for elermntary sahools,
flthough the others are of the frame type, meay of them are made
eocording to the mogt riodern plans. v e

There were 21 buildings heving olosed foundatims of
elther concrete or brick and store.

Condition

Twelve buildings were found ia good oorditiom, 29 fsir,
and 10 poor, - The poorest type of buildings wers found in the one«
roon prouv. Those are being eliminatod as fast ag possible dy
oonsolidation. Plve were abandonad thils years One milding aas
never hegn painted, while muny others have not been painted in
twonty venrs. In moet cormunitles very pood care 1s taken of the
buildings by its putrons. OSome of them teke such pride im the oare
of their builcings that they devote tine end noney of thelir own
in naling necessary lmprovements and repeirss In only one oome
munity was vandalisn reported.

The aversge floer spece per building is 2,098 sguare
feet, which menns that euch child has an average of 32 square feet,

Lighting

The ratio of window spase to floor space tanges from
l 330 tkol ; 2 with an avorage of 1110, There is an over~age
of 206 square feet of window space for building.
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The windows are arrunged so that the average diastence
from the floor is 2.6 feet ané firon the velling, 2.7 feet. lost
of the 'bnilding;s are lighted or the lef't and right side and many
are lighted on the left side only. Tuble VI shows the arrangerent
of windows in the {ifty-onc schools murvered:

Tabie VI

Wghting

/A;rangme;; . Kunber of Buildings
Left only . 14

eft und kight 33

Laft sud Leayr 2

Three sldes 1

Right wnd front 1

Total 51

Y . - st

Hoating

Two buildings were nsing the Jacketed stove, all others
wore using the ordinery "hesaters", Coal is used when it ie availe
able, though niost of theo schools uss mod. Usating and ventilation
are very poorly provided for ths schools.

Ejuipment

Only one school was using benches for seating pupilss.
Twenty~eight of the schools use double desks and 23 use single desks.
Of these, 7 schools use the adjustable type and the others use the

stationary type. Thore is great defiocienoy &n equipment such as



supplementary readers, reference bocks, ocharts, maps, and
globes., There were only 64 dietionaries found in 46 schools. There
Was an average of 2.4 reference books per sshools Some of the
schools in the county have good libraries, While others have no
books at all. The majority of the sohools have flags which have
been placed there through same fraternal organization. Some of the
larger sehools have raised enough money to buy pianos, but none of
the smaller schools have thems Thirtyetwo schools have good piow
tures on the walls which add mioh to the attraoctivensss of the room.
Shades are used in $9 of the schools.

All schools are sgupplied with some sort of blaokboards.
8late boards are used only in the more modern buildings. Beaver
board is used shiefly throughout the oocunty. The average wall
space used for blmaokboard is 120 square feet for each building.

Sﬂogjng and mm.na

All floors are daily swept acoording to the uachor'a
reports, Yeachers do their own janitor servioce except those who
hire some of the children to do it for thems The County Hoard has
not seen fit to relieve the teachers from perforring thus duty.
Floor oil is furnished Yty the board, if the teachers will go to.
Maryville for it, take it besk to the school, and see that it is
used. Dusting seems to be the least of all worries. Some sohools
use oiled eloths in dusting but in most ocases the dust lies where
it fallss Janiter urviéo is furnished in al)l the rural schools

of fering high school work.

75
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Toilets

Only 7 sohools are not provided with toilets. Most
of these are in mountain seotlons where nature furnishes the only
privaoy. Two schools report the use of flush toilets, while the
others are the ocommon outedoor type, Oeventeen toilets were found
in good condition, 13 were very poor, and the others were only fair,

grounds

There is a very wide range in area of sohool grounds,
being from one~fourth of an asre to four sores. Fifteen sdhools
have an acre or more used for playground. Some bdufldings have such
little playground that ochildren are foroed to do their playing on
private property. Most of the schools, however, have room for &
soall baseball field and a basketball court. No aschool reported
the use of its grounds for Agricultural purposes.

Tator

Water was reported as being on the ground in 34 come
munities but off the grounds in 17 cormmunities, Thirty-four sohools
got their water from wells, 9 from springs, and 8 from oisterns.
In all cases but three, the water was oonsidered as pure. Twenty-
six sohools still use the open pail for oontaining water and 17
of these use the common drinking oup. Sixteen schools use olosed
receptecles and 9 have drinking fountains. Individual drinking
oups were used in 42 sohools,
TEACHERS

Introdustion

Kost of the teachers ln the county are conscientious
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and perform their duties with fidelity., This is eovidenced dy the
following tribute paid to the teaschers by Superintendent H. B.
MoCall in his 1927 report to the County Courts

"The teacher is the soul of the sohools A4ll
instruetions smat minister to the development of the
ochild mentally, morally and physically and growth
oomes only through the exercise of the mind, consolenoce,
and body, making for right behavior and right thinking.
With this fundamental prineiple in mind, we have had
an enoouraging degree of success. I have made a very
csreful study of the work of the teachers of the county
during this gohool year and mmst say for them as a
group that the work is good. High standard of disci-
Pline maintained, better methods of instruetion used,
students better classified, and graded houses better
kept.”

There are mmerous ways in whioh sehool duporintendents
got their teaohers to do more efficient work. The present superw
intendent uses an entirely different method in stimulating his
teaochers than did the superintendent of 1886. The following guow
tation shows how Superintendent As M. Qamble in that year suoceed-
ed in getting many of his teashers to improve their teuohing:

AThe greatest want with most of our teachers is

a knowledge of the art of teaching. In my school

visitations I teke notes on mapner of hearing differ«

ent olasses, order in sshool, olass drill, eto. These
notes I publish in our sounty paper, under the head

of "8chool Notes." Though this has given offense to

some parties, I am persuaded it does considerable good.l

There was a time in the development of the school system,
prior to 1904, when more men were engaged in teaching than women,

Towday the reports show st the reverse* <Fractically two-thirds

of the rurai school teachers in the oounty are women. There are

1. Report of Superintendent of Pyblic Inetruetions 1885, p.l0l



more than twioce the number of wanmen teuching in one-room schools

than there are men, seven times as many women as men in the two-teacher
sohools, and almost twioo as many women as men in the three~oremore-
teacher schools.

Preparation

The majority of the teachers in the county are very
young and inexperienced., Their scholastio attainments range from a
first year high achool propurution to the ocollege greduate. Table
VII shows the preparation of teachers with the type of school in
whioh they teuch.

Table VIIl 1s a comparison of the perocentages of the
elemsntary teachers of the ocounty having College, Normal, and High
8chool training with the peroentuges of elementary teachers of
Teunossee having similar training, All teachers have had more than
olemontafy training. Ninety pseraent-of the teaschers of Blount
County are high school graduates or above high school training.
86.793/b are high sohool graduates most of whom have had one or more
terms of summer school work, tnbié/o of these teachers are college
graduates as oanpared with 2.77°/s for the state.

All of the teaghers in the gounty hold a oertificate of
some type. Only a short time ago numerous permits were issued to
teachers which enabled them to teach; but to-day no such condition
exists. Table IX shows the grade of ocertifioate held by teachers
and the type of school in whigh they teachs MNMost of the temchers

holding oneeyear sertificates are teadhing in the one«teacher school.



Table VII

Preparation ~ One-teacher  ; 1Iwo-teacher 1t Threewor-more-Leachers Total

Hon : VWomen : Men 3 Women t Men : Tonen ]
One Year High School : 1 : 0 i o : 0 : o : 1
Two Year High School (o) : o : 0 : 2 : 0 : 2 : 4
Three Year High school 1 : 2 : 3 : (- : 2 : 1 ; 16
High Sghool Graduate 8 : 14 : 1 : 16 . 3 : 9 : 50
One Year College 1 : 5 0 : 0 : (] : 2 : 8

3 3 H 4 g H
Two year Sollege o : 1 s 0 3 3 : 2 1 s 7
Three Year College o] ; 0 : 0 : 2 : 3 : 0 : 3
College Graduate 1 : 0 : 0 : o] g 0 : 0 : 1

Table VIIX
College Normal High Sghool
Graduate Part Graduate Part Graduate Pgrt
County 4.54 18,18 13.62 17.6 35.79 10.22

State 2.77 12,37 2405 22422 34.57 20.038




There are only two teachers holding professional certificates and

they are flound in the one«teacher groups

Table IX

GV A W W WS S G R W EE W W W e A e W G W de P W e W W G M G WS AP N B e es

Onewteaoher Two~teacher Three or lore Total

Sohool 8chool Teacher School

One Year 16 12 6 34
2nd Grade 4 9 < 17
4 Yr, Bxam 0 3 z 6
ist Grade 7 o 2 .9
Professional 2 0 0 2
Rlamontary

14fe 0 6 0 6
Total 29 29 15 73

. W e e e e e e e e -
Tablo X oompares the poroonﬁaga of elementury toechers

of Blount County holding different grades of sertificates with the

teaochers of Tennesaee holding the same grades of certifloates for

the year of 1926.

Teble Xt
Grade 3 Professional t Pirst ¢ S8econd 3 Limited ; Permits
3 1 ] H 1
County 1 27 s 13.7 ¢ 28.3 1 46,8 ¢ 0,0
H 2 ] s :
'] ] 1 2l.4 t 26.65 : 8.27

State 12.47 31.23

l, Report of Cormissioner of Education 1926



In the following tables four divisions are made s
regards classification: teachers in the one-teascher sohoolsj the
principals of two~tessher schools; the prineipals of threc-or-
more-~teasher schools; and the assistent teachers of sll types of
sohoola,

Experience

The axperiense of teachers ranges from one month to
260 months, the latter being s prineipal of a two-teacher scheol.
Teble XI shows experience and range of months with the average

number of months taught.

Tabl@ XI

70

One~teacher 3 Prineipal t Principal Three g Tsashers
3 Twowteacher 3 or More Teacher : 4ill Types

$

@D R o5 00 B o5 v

: ?
Range in : : 3
Months 1.120 3 2=260 g 17-150 s 1-147
s R ¢
Average s t 1
M¥onths 19.7 ) 8749 3 816 1 2346
H ! :

Asoording to the table above the prinoipals of the twoe
teacher sohools have an average of 48 months more teaching experience
than the tesshers of the onee-teacher sohools. Praotisally all high
sohool graduates who begin teaching, get thelr first experience in a

one~room school,



Table XII shows the average number of gehools taught
by all teachers, the average number of years teught in the seme
comsunity, the averuge number of years taught in the present come

munity, and the range of each ascording to the survey.

Yable XII
Asgigtants
Prinoipal Prineipal all
Oneeteacher Iwoetoacher Threowor«more  types
ALverage 5 s :
Bumber of t 1 3
Schools Taught 2,67 7 : 7 : 376
] H b
Range 1-10 ; 132 1 2=21 :  le16
Average Kumber : 3 1
of Years Taught in 3 : :
seme commmity 2044 243 ] 2.8 : 2.2
3 H -
Range 1.7 . f=8 s 16 1 leb
] : ve
Averuge Number 1 H :
of Years in Preaent s : $
Comaunity 1,26 : 0.83 1 2 3 242
: : :
3 1 M3 Yra. la3 t 2 Nos=7 Yrs.

Range 1 Mou~T7 Yrs.

Teble XIII shows the answers given by teachers when
asked if they expeoted to remain in the profession.

A Pew teachors wore definite in gtating their reasons
for not teaching. Among the reasans offered for not teaching weres
expested Yo enter college, proferred home life, expesoted to enter
the ministry, law ans the different professions. Some of the

teachers stated & diaslike for-the type of work,



Table XIII

Teachers of Prinoipals of Prinoipals of Assistants
One~teacher Two~teacher Three~or«more All Type

Schools Schools Teusher Sohools  Schools
Yos 26 3 8 t 2 ) 16
H 3 H
Ho 3 1 3 ¢ o t 1l
3 1 1
Undecided 3 s 1 t 3 3 2

Table XIV shows the range and averuge salary of teachers
per uenth according to the survey.

Table XIV

Teachers of Prinoipels of Prinoipals of Assistants
One-teacher Twoeteacher Threa-or-more All Types

Sohools Schools Teacher Schools  Schools
Renge $66-106 1 $65-95 : 278,186 1 6596
1 3 s
Average 76.58 3 85406 s 108,33 3 72.72

Agoording to the ropart'or the County Superintendent
for the year ending 1927, the aversuge salary paid to all elementary
teachers in the ocounty was $80,00 per month.

?abl; XV shows the amount paid by teachers for board
and room pesr month,

Table XV

Teachers of PFrinoipals of Principels of Assistants
One~teacher Two~teacher Three~or.more All Schools
Sohools Bohoals Teacher Schoole
Range $10-22,60 : §10«20 $20-30 s $10~22 .40

L] ] ]
Average 16420 ] 16,93 : 23433 s 16.13

8l



Table XVI shows the residence of teachers during the
school year,

Pable XVI

Teachers of Prinoipals of Prinoipuls of Assistants
One«teacher 7Two~teacher Three~or-aiore all schools

Commmurity 7

8Schoolsa Schools feuacher Schools
Boerd in
Commnity a7 3 8 3 2 ' 17
f ) L]
Home in $ 3 t
Community 0 : 3 : 0 H 2
3 : %
Home in s H H
Another 3 s H
: é 1 4 1 9

&
<

Prectioally all the teachers live in the school commu-
nity during the achool woek onlys Fortyeone teachers reported that
thoy 4id not spend Saturday and Susday in thelr cormunities.

Satlafaotory living conditione wore reported, with five
exceptions, by all teachere, lany teachers help furnish their owm
room, and, by malking it look attractive, they inspire the house
wife to make other improvements throughout tho house,

There is a cottage furnished Ly the Tennessee Federation
of ¥omen's Cluba for teachers in the Rocky Branoh Cormunity, With
this exception, no other homes are furnished for teachers.

School ﬁanqggmont

Table XVII shows the number of recitations per day

inoluding rango and average.



Table XVIIX

Raxnige

Average

Teachers of Prinoipals of Prinoipala of Assistants
One-teacher ITwo~tieacher Threeworwnore all Types

Schools Sohovols T.S5chools
2450 30x31 15-25 13«27
3145 35.2 21 19054

ivernge for All Teuohers wwewweweswedldl -

-

Iwo schoocls had provieion for hot lunches. Others bring

their lunches to school in pmrils, beskets, or paper, and are kept

moatly on open shelves, made exprecsly for that purpose. Many

ohildren live within olese range of the bullding, end go home for

their lunsh each day, The more modern buildings have special ar-

rangements made in the oloak roams for the storege of lunches.

A number of the teachers axpressed their intention to

vigit all ¢he hames of their cormunities. 4 few frankly admitted

that they did not expect to vislt any homes.

Forty-nine schools reported vieits from the County

Superintendent in the firct three months of school work. The

numbter of viglts mede by hix ranged from one to eight in emch

school «
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CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSIONS AHD RECOMMENDATIONS
I+ CUNCLUSIONS
A. Agriculture

1, The disocontinuance of the services of ithe Agricultural
demonstration ugent hus reusultod in the retardation of the agricule
tural progress of the ocunty,

2+ Only about f£ifty per ceont of the farmers of the county
actually make tneir living from the farm.

S5« Dairying has proved to be & very profiteble businese by
many of tlhie farmers and yet the number of milk cows deorcased from
8,293 in 19820 &0 6,876 in 1926« Thers is & shift from the produote
ton of beef oeattle to the produstion of dedry cattle, however.

4» The greatest investment in livestook is in horses end
mules despite the fact that there are 49 wraotors now in use ever
the county. In 1926, however, the valus of livestook had decreased
1oo°/o over 1820 and the total number of livestoek devreused over
10,000.

&« The production of hay has greatiy deorcased sinee 1920
whioch is due to bad markets ceused by the introduction of the
automobile, There is wlso no oity merket for hay.

Ge Greater attention has been given o orchards as evidenced
by the increase in number of apple trees, pear Wwrees, and grape vines;
also the formetion of a Fruit Grower'!s issociation. There have hbeen

many young orohards planted during the pas# three years.



7. There is an increased produotion of shesep due chiefly
%o the inersass in nmorket prico.

8. The aumber of chickens reised hes incressed approxie
mately 60,000 within the past five yeers, Ouwe pavse for this 1s
the education of the poople by information furnished by the
Division of Extension of tho Univercity of Tennossee, 2 nd sesond,
Plount county farms furnish enough purebred eggs for hetoheries.

9. The proportion of lmud devoted to the redsing of corr
is too high a5 18 the erge in rmost ocounties of the state, Rotation
is not used enough whish results in low produotion of orops per acre.

10, 27.3 /o of the farms ere opereted by tencits,

11. The nuzber of hoge ralsed 1s on the decrsase which is
probably due to the desreuse in price of hogss

12+ The ao0il is eapeclally adapted %o the raising of Irish
potatoes and sweet potatoes; but the production has greatly decreased
within the past five years, Farmers have not been taking edventage
of the extenslon work of the Unlversity of Tennessec in studying
better means of production.

13, Farm production is greatly harpered through the neplect
of the use of proper fertiliszors. The inoreased end intelligent
use of fertlliger would inorease production,

i4, The production of beef cattle 1s deoreasing because
only & few farmors are devoting thelr attention to it. However,
those who raise them, find it a very profitable businese. Beefl
oattle raising has been very discouraging during the past few years.
There is a greater depression in prioes of beef ocattle than any other

livestoak,
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B. Homes

1. There are too few homes having eonveniences which
could easily be afforded. Vith large power lines running through
or near praotioally every farm in the oounty, the kerosene lamp
is still in usey With an excellent telephone gystem thiroughout
the county, comparatively few homes are making use of it, With
running water available on most farms, too many wells and claterns
are used,

2. There is a defioiency in library fuollities in the
homes. The number of books found ranges from nons to 500, with an
average of 16,

3+ Sanitation offers no serious problem to the people of
the gounty. The county Hemlth Unit has done much improving health
sonditions over the nowunty since its existence. The work has been
partioularly effective during the past three years through a
health campalign in the schools.

4+ Not enough sttention is given to banking by farmers.
end their families,

6« Crops, such as corn, wheat, watermelons, tobasco,
strawderries, and huy are the principal sources of income., lany
farmers are foroed to do other types of work in order to make a living.

6« The toilets of mpat homos are wvery insanitary. Only
ten tollets of 150 homes ingpected were consldered as postively
sanitary.

7. 68°/0 of the homes had been recently painted.

Ce Comumnitiese
1. There are not enough recreationsl asctivities offered

by the esarrmunities to induce the younger people to remain in the



commmunity until they have at least finished school. This is
evidenced by the following:
as Five camminities report that the church offers
no reoreation at all,
b. Seven sommmnities have picniocs.
0¢ Seven camrmnities have pie w.nd box suppers.
ds Only one community had a club organitation for boys.
0+ No oommunity has a oludb organiszation for girls.
£+ Three comrminities have fuirs.
ge One ocamminity has moving piotures.
2+ Moral oonditions in practically all communities rank
high but the exceptional cases need more attention,
3« The majority of the sormmunities reparted that the
needs of the oomminity in religious leadership were not met for:
a. Thepe wore 15 churches reparted as abandoned
or inasotive.
be One ohurch reported weekly services; all the
othere either monthly or semiemonthly services.
o« The ratio of the ocommunities reporting the ine
orease in population over church membership wae 11 to l.
ds The average salary paid to ministers was only
- 44813446 per year of $26.12 per month,.
8. The average attendange at church services other
than revivals was 64.
£« Too little atitention is given tothe development

of religious leaders by the great denominational organizations.



4. Twentysnine coraminities reported no Parent~Teacher
organisation,

b5+ Although 23 camminities reported their people worked
together, there were 7 whioh reported otherwise.

6. There are several lodges in the county all of which
assuse a very favorable attitude toward the school,

7« In regard to health the following conditions are

Noted;
a« The prevailing vitality of the people is medium,

be. There are 3¢ febble minded people reported while
only four were being cardd for.
6+ There are 36 oripples in the eocunty most of whom
lack attention,.
d. The County Health Officer and his nurses are doing
a splendid piece of work &n improving health conditions in the county.
The greatest handicaps of the Health Unit are:
(1).Laock of oentraligation in the oontrol of
oommunioable diseasss.
(2). Laok of authority to enforce sanitary regulations.
(3). Small pox vecoination is not sompulsory.
(¢). Birth registration is not in the hands of the
heal th department.,
8+ The majority of the people of the county are satisfied

with school and so0lal conditions. This ocondition may lead to

stagnatia,



Ds Schools

1. In 1927 the scholastic population increased 401, making
the total scholestio population 7,56l Incontrest with this the
enrollment in the asohools inoreased 1,783 meking a total onrolle
ment for 192627 of 7,338. This increase in enrollment is probe
ably due to a moro active enforcement of the compulsory sohool
attendance law,

2. The general administration of schools in the county is
very somnendeble. Superintendont ¥eCall is to be oongratulated
on the recent improvements which have been made both in the per=
sonnel of the teachinpg force and the extensive dullding program,
which is being sarried on.

S« ¥hile there is a sufficiently high ratio of window space
to floor space, the windows in most bulldings distribute the light
very badly. The average distance of the window from the floor
is 2]} feet and from the ceiling 2.7 feet. The ceilings should
average not less than 12} feet from the floor and the top of the
window should extend within 6 inches of the ceilinp, while the
bottom of the window should not be nearer than 3% feet of the floor.

4. The schools are poorly heated, most of them using the
ordinary heater which isApoor distridusor of heat.

6+« The schools are very woll egquipped with desks, but
there is a deficiency in other equipment such as maps, oharts,
books, globes, and athletio material,

6+ Too little attention is glven to sanitetion in eering
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for the buildings, The floors are swept without oil and
practically no attention is glven to @usting.

7. The majority of the toilets are the cammon out door
type and are very ins.nitary.

84 Playgrounds of most schools are inadequate. There should
be at least two aores per sschool except in the threeworemore-teacher
schools whish would require additional aoreage.

9. Twenty-six sohools use open peils f'or containing water
and 17 schoole use the oormon drinking oup both of which are a
~menace to the health of the children.

10+ There 18 a lack of transportation facilities for sohool
¢hildren in the county.

1l. The general school spirit over the oainty is indifferent.

12+ A system of classifioation and promotion of pupils ia
not definitely arranged.

13, 22°/0 of the elementary teachers are below high school
graduation. With Mgryville College and an excellent eystem of
high schools in the county together with the University of Tenn
essee only 16 miles away, all teashers s'ould be high school
graduates with at least some oollege training.

14. Too few teachers cawes a greater mmber of olasses per
teacher: The average numbar of reoitationa for all teachers is
24431 which means that uring a school day an average of 12

minutes is devoted to esoh reoitation.
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16+ There are 42 oneeroom schoola in the county. The
teachors of these schools huve the heaviest program of them alle.
But us a rule the poorest trained, least experienced teachers
are pluced in charge, and, no matter how hard they may try, their
work will be the least efficiext in the county.

18. The percentage of teachers holding professional and
first grade certificates is far below that of the state. 2.7°%0
of the teabhers in the county hold professionul certificates as
oompared with 12.470/0 for the state and 13.7°/0 hold first grade

sertifioates as oompared with 31.23%/o0 for the state.

II RECOMMENDATIOKS
A« Agrisulture.

1. If Blount county expeots to make agricultursl progress,
an agricultural program must be codducted in the county, wd an egre
gultural demonstration agent employed to direot its aotivities,

2. ¥ore attention should be given t§ the building up of
pastures to feed an inoreased produstion of ocattle,

3+ Lamb produotion should de inoreased because it is a
by product as it can be marketed off the winter cover orons.

4. Rowation of orops should be practiced in order to
inorease prcduotion,

6+ Farmers should avail themselves of materiel furnished
by the Division of Extension, University of Tennessee, in order to

obtain better methods of farming.
6, Fartiligers of the right sort and denomination should
be used.



B+ Homes

l. In every homs where oonveniences are possible they
should be utilizeds The leercsene lemp should be diwsrded and
oleotric lights installed. Telephones and rumning weter can be
installed in most homes with comparatively low cost,

2+ All homes should contain at least a amall lidbrary of
good books, This will add greatly to the recreamtional and oule
tural development of tho home.

3. Greater attention ghould be devoted to thrift by
heads of families znd their ohildren, A mepe careful study should
be made by familles of the advantages offered to them by the banke
snd they should use these advantages whenever possible.

4, The tollets of all homes should be made sanitarys

6+ Homes should be painted and beautified in every way
possidle.

Ce Canmnities

1. All commnities should have a oocmmunity recreatianal
progran. The churches and sohools should cooperate in this programe

2, In oormunities where moral conditions are low, remedial
meagures should be taken immediately to correst them.

8. In the caxmnitles where there is no church, one should
be esteblished to rest the religious needs of the epople, unless
the adjoining oammunity offers easily accessible religious oppore

tunity.
4+ Minlsters should have & sufficient increase in salary to

enable them to give more time and attentlon vo religious aotivities,



6. More attention should be given to the care of feeble
minded, and apecial efforte should bo made to place the worst
types is asylums.

6. Cripples should be cared for by some civic or fraternal
orgunigation. This is being done in a few casen.

7. The Blount County Court should continue the servioce of
the Heelth Unit for improving health conditions in the cownty.
Among the additionel powers which should be exeroised by this
organigation are:

a. Centralization in oontrol of cawmnlcable diseased.

b. Authority to enforce sanitary regulations.

o+ Birth registration should % in the hands of the
health dopartmeht.

8. Tho epople of the county should not be satisfied with
existing social and school conditions in the Countys. The Supers-
intendent of Schools and the County Board of Edusation should
promote a campulipn to ensourage the improvement, not only of the
school but the soolal, moral, and religious conditions as well.

De Schools

1. The Superintendent and County Board of Education should
continue to enforce tlie attendance luw xnd glve speolsl attention
to reguwlar attendance in the schools.

2+ No new Mildings should be erested without having first
submitted the plans to the State Department of Education, for
approval.

0ld buildings when renswed or enlarged, should be

ochanged when necessary to satiafy modorn school building prastice.
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3¢« The ordinary apen stoves which offler two extremes of
tenperature sihould be abolished end nodern heaters should bve ine
stalled.

4e Steel lockers should be installed for the oaring of
equipment such as charts, globes, books, and athletic materials.

5« The County Board of FEducation should not only supply
floor oil to all sohools but require its use. 4 small appropriation
should be made to take care of Jjanitor service in every school in
the county.

8« Sanitary outedoor toilets for bhoth boys end girls
should be supplied every school in the county.

7. In the schools where playground is inadequate, the
oounty board should asquire additional land for that purpose.

8. The County Board should furnish each sochool in the omnty
with enough water coolers to meet their demand, and make the use
od individual drinkirg cups sompulsory.

9. Standerd busses, owned und operated by the County Board
of EBducation should be used in all carrmnities where consolidations
have besen effected.

10. There should be un intersive oampaign throughout the
county for the purpose of sreating greater school spirit and devele
oping an appreciation of #he resl vazlne of the schools,

1l1. 4 better systen of olassification and promotion of
pupils should be arranged through the cooperation of committees ap=-
pointed by the president of the Teacher's Associetion and approved

by the County Superintendent.
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12, With the educational faocilities offered by the high
school system of the county, Maryville,College, and the Univere
sity of Tennessee, no teacher should be employed who is not a
high school graduate with one year of eollege training.

13. A8 soon as practionble, the Board of Education should
elther supply additional teachers so that more time can be given
to class recitations or the number of one~tosacher schools ghiould
be reduced by consolidation until the present teaching corps
oan sdequately operate the schools.

14, The puplle in the one~teacher schoaols should have
equal opportunity with all the otherss Therefore, these schools
should be taught by the best truined, best pald, and most

susoess{ul teachers of the sounty.
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