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The editors and review board are proud to present the Spring 2013 issue of Pursuit, the 
Journal of Undergraduate Research. Like each previous issue, the Spring 2013 issue is 
notable in a variety of ways. We are pleased to incorporate two engineering papers for the 
first time, and we received many more science submissions for this 
issue than we have in the past. While there is always room for growth 
and expansion, we hope to continue this trend in order to keep Pursuit 
as diverse as possible and to expand to include all colleges and disci-
plines across the University of Tennessee. 

As always, I would like to thank my hard-working review board 
and my co-editors, Maggi Hume and Madelyn Crawford. Their as-
sistance is invaluable and the excellent work that they have done is 
apparent in the quality of this issue.

As a graduating senior, this will be the last issue of Pursuit that I will preside over 
as Editor-in-Chief. I am honored to have been a part of such a publication and to have been 
able to promote the excellent research performed by undergraduates at UT. I feel confident 
that Pursuit will continue to grow and flourish in the years to come.

Sarah Russell
Senior in History
Editor-in-Chief of Pursuit
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