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Dr. Fred Stone graduated fyom the University of 
Tennessee, Memphis in 1960 with a degree in 
dentistry. He is a member of UT's Benefactor's 
Society, the Library Friends Executive Commit
tee and the Libraries' William G. McAdoo 
Society. Dr. Stone is retired and lives in Oliver 
Springs with his wife, Helen. 

y involvement with the University Libraries came about in a 

very unusual way. During my tenure at the University of 

Tennessee, Knoxville, I admired, but rarely took advantage 

of, the facilities. 

My father, Fred O. Stone, Sr. M.D., entrusted me with a varied 

collection of artifacts that he had collected from around the world 

during his twenty-odd years with the Army Medical Corps, among 

them being a velum psalter from 1536. After extensive research 

on my father's library, I was referred to UT's Special Collections 

Library. 

Upon calling John Dobson, the director at that time, I 

received such a warm reception that it opened my eyes. It was like 

all the people who helped establish Tennessee were all gathered in 

the Hoskins Library, as represented by its collection, with the beau

tiful books and oriental rugs as a backdrop. Since my father loved 

East Tennessee, its people and the University beyond description, I 

knew right away that his priceless psalter had found a home. 

After I donated the psalter, I began to realize that an enormous 

part of the University evolves directly from its libraries, and I 

became involved with the Library Friends. 

The construction of the Hodges Library really got my adrenalin 

flowing. This architectural wonder and state of the art facility is 

something that the whole state and, for that matter, the nation can 

very well be proud of. 

It is very easy for me to say that my involvement with the 

University Libraries has been a very rewarding and pleasant experi

ence. My support shall continue in the future. 

�~�e�.�~� 
Fred O. Stone, D.D.S. 
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TENNESSEE, RACISM, AND 
THE NEW RIGHT: 
THE SECOND BECKWITH 
COLLECTION 

By James B. Lloyd 
Special Collections Librarian 

The current attention that right wing 
survivalist and racist groups are receiving in the 
light of the bombing in Oklahoma makes the acqui
sition of the Byron De La Beckwith letters doubly 
important because it is only through original re
search into minds like his that these groups can be 
understood. Beckwith, who started out as a com
mon, garden variety racist, evolved into an apostle 
of the Christian Identity Movement and became 
associated with such far right extremist organiza
tions as Knoxvillian Buddy Tucker's White Seed, 
having been ordained a minister in Tucker's 
Temple Memorial Baptist Church in 1977 just be
fore returning to Louisiana to serve his prison term 
for an attempted bombing. This evolution is made 
clear in Portrait of a Racist, by Reed Massengi ll , 
on which I draw liberally for the fo llowing article. 

When Nick Wyman, the unit head for 
Special Collections who often writes for this 
publication, mentioned to me several years 
ago that he had met someone who was work
ing on a biography of Byron De La Beckwith, 
I found it mildly interesting, since we had had 
Beckwith papers in Special Collections at the 
University of Mississippi when I worked 
there. Little did I think that I would now be 
in my office surrounded by Beckwith's letters 
and working on the Library Development Re
view again, yet here I am, thanks to the gener
osity of individuals such as you, gentle reader. 
This is how it happened. 

The someone who was working on the 
Beckwith biography turned out to be Reed 
Massengill of Knoxville, Beckwith's nephew, 
who had quit his job in order to concentrate 
on it. Reed and N ick became friends, and 
Reed, as sometimes happens, became inter
ested in the Special Collect ions Library. One 
thing led to another, and before long we were 
discussing the possibility of his donating the 
background research to his book once he had 
published. This was more than mildly inter
esting because one seldom uses more than fif
teen or twenty percent of the information one 
collects for a publication, and because 
Beckwith, while not perhaps the most likable 
character one might imagine, is certainly im
portant historically, and Reed's will likely not 
be the last book to touch on him. 

Reed did, in fact, 
end up donating most of 
that research as well as 
suggesting several pos
sible complimentary col
lections, some of which 
we have since obtained, 
like that of Tom Van 
Riper, who was an FBI 
agent on the case. The 
best material, however, 
he could not afford to 
give us. This was a col
lection of letters written 
from Beckwith to his 
wife, the former Mary 
Louise Williams of 
Knoxville, known to 
Reed as Aunt Mary and 
to Beckwith simply as 
Willie, mostly while he 
was in jail in 1963-64 
awaiting his first trial for 
the murder of Medgar Evers. She had saved 
them and given them to Reed to assist with 
his book before she died in 1992. 

This collection was offered at auction 
by R.M. Smythe and Company in April of 
1995, and we were the successful bidder. Now 
it sits in one acid-free box in the middle of my 
office while I struggle to figure out how to tell 
about it. I am unable to quote more than 
snatches from the letters since we do not own 
the copyright, and I do not think the owner, 
Byron De La Beckwith, himself, is feeling too 
cooperative at the moment. But I have de
cided that that's all right, since I should leave 
the analysis of the letters to someone more 
qualified. If I can simply present a likeness of 
the man, you will have the flavor of the 

The Yerger home on George Street in Green
wood after years ofneglect, c. 1963. 
(Beckwith Collection.) 
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Beckwith in the 
Church ofthe Nativity, 
late 1950s. During 
this period he had 
begun to write letters 
to the newspapers and 
was known to carry a 
gun in church. 
(Beckwith Collection.) 

letters, and there is no 
better way to do that 
than to briefly para
phrase the account of 
Beckwith's life and 
times drawn by Reed 
Massengill in Portrait of 
a Racist: The Man Who 
Killed Medgar Evers? 

On November 9, 
1920, Byron De La 

Beckwith, Jr., was born in Sacramento Cali
fornia to Byron De La Beckwith and Susie 
Yerger Beckwith. The elder Byron was the 
son of the first resident of Cousa, California, 
B.D. Beckwith, a leader in the movement to 
irrigate the Sacramento Valley. After a 
lengthy court battle, Byron had inherited a 
considerable sum from his father's efforts, and 
he and his wife of eight years were engaged in 
living the good life in rural California. Unfor
tunately, Byron also inherited a fondness for 
alcohol, which may have contributed to a 
series of unsuccessful business ventures, finally 
bringing the family to the brink of ruin and 
resulting in his death at the Joslin Sanitarium 
in Lincoln, California, on August 10, 1926. 
At that time Susie discovered that he had not 
paid their grocery bill since 1923 and that the 
family was virtually penniless. 

Having little choice, Susie Yerger 
Beckwith returned to her native Greenwood, 
Mississippi, where she had been brought up a 
proper and aristocratic Southern lady on Glen 
Oak Plantation. The Yergers, the Southworths, 
and the Kimbroughs were all related and had 
long been prominent in the area (indeed, one 
can still find a substantial Kimbrough planta
tion outside Itta Bena near Greenwood). The 
plantation house had burned, and the family 
now lived in a big rambling house on George 
Street in downtown Greenwood. It was to 
this refuge that Susie and her young son, 
called Delay, returned in 1926. The house 



Beckwith practicing with one ofhis black 
powder rifles. (Beckwith Collection.) 

was occupied by Susie's mother, Susan, and 
her brother, Will, and the tenor of the times 
was set by flamboyantly racist Mississippi poli
ticians James K. Vardaman and Theodore 
Bilbo, who were at the time talking loudly 
about the "Negro Problem," otherwise known 
as the Back to Africa Movement. 

Growing up, Beckwith was under the 
care of his eccentric bachelor Uncle Will and 
another relative, Hunter Holmes Southworth, 
an elegant Southern gentleman known as 
Uncle Holmes, who also moved into the 
house on George St. His mother, who was 
never strong, died when he was twelve. 
Beckwith was never a talented student, 
though his family tried to help by sending 
him to several private schools. He graduated 
from Greenwood High School, tried several 
colleges, and joined the armed services in 
1942. 

On November 20, 1943, Beckwith, a 
member of the 2nd Marine Division, was 
wounded while piloting a landing vehicle to 
the beach during the invasion of Tarawa. The 
wound was not serious, and he was sent to 
Millington Air Station outside of Memphis to 
work as an aviation mechanic while he recov
ered. It was here that he met Willie, who had 
joined the WAVEs over her family's protests. 
They were married in Hernando, Mississippi, 
on September 2, 1945, and Beckwith was dis
charged the following January after having 
unsuccessfully applied for admittance to 
Officers Candidate School. 

Beckwith's Uncle Will had a job wait
ing for him as the ticket agent for the tiny 
Greenwood airport, and the couple moved 

into the family home, much to Willie's 
dismay. On September 9, 1946, they had a 
son, Byron De La Beckwith, Jr., and they 
settled down to life in Greenwood. Unfortu
nately this included alcoholic binges, to 
which they were both likely to succumb, fol
lowed by a pattern of mutual domestic vio
lence. In his career, if Beckwith did not do 
well, he at least did better. His exaggerated 
courtesy and southern gentlemanly bearing 
stood him in good stead. He sold candy and 
tobacco, then fertilizer for the Delta Liquid 
Plant Food Company. 

During the period from 1946 until 
1954, Beckwith developed the patterns of 
behavior that would eventually propel him 
into notoriety. He developed a fondness for 
firearms, especially antique ones, and spent 
much of his free time shooting, trading, and 
repairing guns. He had always been a joiner, 
and he continued, giving vent to his religious 
enthusiasm in the Episcopal Church of the 
Nativity. He enjoyed snappy clothes, good 
liquor, and fine cigars. He sold his part of the 
plantation for $13,000, and bought a house 
for Willie, furniture, and a new Ford convert
ible. And he and Willie continued their alco
holic and abusive behavior, often requiring 
the interference of the local police. 

Then on May 17, 1954, known as Black 
Monday among Mississippi's segregationists, 
the Supreme Court ruled that separate but 
equal educational facilities were unconstitu
tional. This decision caused Robert B. 
Patterson to found the Citizens Council to 
attempt to prevent the implementation of the 
ruling, and here Beckwith found the cause for 
which he had been searching. He idolized 
Patterson and threw himself into the fight 
wholeheartedly. He spent most waking 
moments working for segrega
tion, began writing letters to 
the editors of local papers, 
and became more passionate 
about his dislike of Blacks. 

All this did not make 
him easier to live with, and 
the Beckwiths went through 
two divorces and remarriages. 
Each time Willie returned to 
promises that things would be 
different. This, however, gen
erally turned out not to be 
the case, and the violence 
would escalate again. Things, 
both personally and nation
ally, began to reach a head in 
the fall of 1962, when the 
University of Mississippi was 
integrated. Beckwith at
tempted to join in the result
ing fray, but was turned back 
by the police. The summer of 
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Beckwith at home on West Monroe with his son and one of 
his favorite rifles, c. 1953. (Beckwith Collection.) 

Beckwith and his son show off new ties. 
(Beckwith Collection.) 

the next year saw demonstrations in Green
wood, itself. Beckwith and Willie split again. 
This time when he threw her possessions out 
the window of the house on George St., 
Willie moved to a hotel, thus rendering her 
unable to provide any evidence about the en
suing violence. 

Just after midnight on the morning of 
June 12, 1963, Medgar Evers was shot from 
ambush as he walked to his house. He died 
immediately, and the rifle which was used was 
found the next day in a honeysuckle thicket 
150 feet away. It was a perfectly pedestrian 
and untraceable army surplus 1916 Enfield 
30.06, but that was not the case with the 
Golden Hawk telescopic sight mounted on it, 
which turned out to be the one Duck Goza 
traded to Byron De La Beckwith some 
months earlier. Furthermore, the weapon had 
Beckwith's fingerprint on it. This was enough 
for the FBI, who arrested him on June 22nd. 

The arrest, of course, was just the start 
of a long complicated drama which has only 



recently ended. In the Hinds County jail 
Beckwith was treated royally. Governor Ross 
Barnett personally canvassed for funds for his 
defense, and whatever he needed appeared 
forthwith. Barnett's law partner, Hugh 
Cunningham, became his attorney, and the 
contributions rolled in to the White Citizens' 
Legal Defense Fund. The prosecution, led by 
William Waller, had a good case, but they 
had to try that case in Mississippi, where no 
white man had ever been convicted of killing 
a black one. 

Beckwith was confident throughout 
the trial that this tradition would continue 
and was genuinely stunned when he was not 
immediately acquitted. Twice the juries could 
not reach a verdict, and by the summer of 
1964, known as Freedom Summer, Beckwith 
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Beckwith apparently preparing to begin handing out None Dare CallI! 
Conspiracy, the book found in numerous copies in his car when he was 
arrested outside New Orleans in 1973. (Beckwith Collection.) 

was out on bond, back at work, and free to 
join the nascent Ku Klux Klan of Mississippi 
led by Sam Bowers of Meridian. After a brief 
reconciliation, Beckwith and Willie split per
manently, this time with Beckwith filing for 
the divorce. 

Beckwith threw himself into work for 
the Klan just as he had done earlier with the 
Citizens Council, but a change began to occur 
in his editorial rhetoric. Through Bowers he 
was introduced to Wesley Swift's Christian 
Identity Movement, which taught that Whites 
were the Lost Tribes of Israel and that Blacks 
and Jews were offspring of Satan. Now Jews 
were reviled along with Blacks, and Beckwith 
announced that he would be working full time 
for The Southern Review, the official organ of 
the Klan. The years 1964-67 were the heyday 
of Klan activity in Mississippi, with Bowers' 

minions committing over three 
hundred documented acts of vio
lence. This reign of terror ended 
only when Bowers, himself, was 
jailed for the Neshoba County 
murders of Andrew Goodman, 
James Chaney, and Michael 
Schwerner and the Klan fell under 
the scrutiny of a House committee 
investigation. 

In the melee Beckwith con-
due ted an unsuccessful run for Lt. 
Governor. When this failed in 
1968, he returned to Greenwood to 
work for the Barrentine Manufac
turing Company selling boats 
throughout the southeast. He 
appeared to live quietly for the next 

five years, though 
he did put in an occasional 
appearance at a Klan rally. 
Then on September 26, 
1973, Beckwith was appre
hended outside New Orleans 
with a stolen tag on his car 
and a crude bomb on the 
floor, probably meant for 
A.!, Bornick, the regional 
director of the Anti-Defa
mation League of B'nai 
B'rith in New Orleans who 
had helped raise funds to 
reward informants during the 
investigation of the bomb
ing of Temple Beth Israel in 
Meridian. This effort had 
resulted in the apprehension 
of Thomas T arrants, one of 
Bowers' disciples, in the act 
and earned the enmity of 
the Klan. Also in the car 
were twenty copies of None 
Dare Call It Conspiracy by 
Gary Allen published by the 
John Birch Society, which 

Beckwith believed contained irrefutable proof 
of a coalition between Jews, Blacks, and what 
he called "sorry white folks." 

And it was this coalition, of course, on 
which Beckwith blamed his subsequent con
viction and sentence to five years imprison
ment in the state penitentiary at Angola. 
Here, since he had to be held in restricted 
quarters to ensure his safety, he would have 
plenty of time to read his Bible, study Wesley 
Swift's teachings, and make numerous other 
contacts among the new right, like his friend 
J. B. Stoner's National States Rights Party, 
James K. Warner's New Christian Crusade 
Church, Buddy Tucker's National Emancipa
tion of the White Seed, and Richard G. 
Butler's Aryan Nations movement. 

He emerged from prison in 1980 more 
bitter than ever and retreated to a parcel of 

5 

land he had bought in rural 
Carroll County Mississippi, 
where he hoped to set up a 
movement of his own. Then 
his friend Pauline Mackey 
introduced him to the wid
owed Thelma Neff, of Chat
tanooga, who shared his 
political views. The pair 
were quickly married, and 
Beckwith retired to Signal 
Mountain, which he called 
"the outskirts of Heaven." 

This quiet period 
ended abruptly in 1989 

Beckw.ith and his son at when prosecutors in Missis
home In Greenwood, sippi reopened the Evers 
c. 1957. (Beckwith case. Jerry Mitchell, a 
Collection.) reporter for the Jackson 

Clarion-Ledger, uncovered evidence that 
Mississippi's state Sovereignty Commission, a 
segregationist organization, had provided back
ground information on prospective jurors to 
Beckwith's defense team during the second 
trial. The NAACP called for a new investiga
tion, and the Jackson City Council authorized 
the state attorney general to reopen the case. 
Beckwith was arrested on December 31, 1990, 
spent seven months in the Hamilton County 
jail fighting extradition, and another ten incar
cerated in Hinds County fighting against the 
trial. 

Then on December 16,1992, the 
Supreme Court of Mississippi by a close vote 
ruled that Byron De La Beckwith would once 
more have to stand trial for the murder of 
Medgar Evers. Reed's biography ends here, but 
there is, of course, an epilogue. This time the 
trial's outcome was not so favorable to Beckwith. 
In February of 1994 he was convicted and im
mediately sentenced to life in prison, where he 
presently remains, doubtless immersing himself 
in whatever manifestations of the new right 
have taken his fancy and blaming his convic
tion on what he calls "Jewish prudence." 

Beckwith and his second wife, Thelma Louise 

Neff, in 1986 at a KKK rally in Pulaski, 

Tennessee, birthplace of the Klan. 

(Beckwith Collection.) 




RESPONDING TO 
THE INFORMATION 
REVOLUTION: THE 21ST 
CENTURY CAMPAIGN 

By Laura C. Simic 
Director of Development 

In October 1994, the University of 
Tennessee publicly kicked off the 21st 
Century Campaign, a drive to raise $250 
million to support the Univetsity's tri-fold 
mission of teaching, research and public 
service. The campaign, the most ambi
tious single initiative ever undertaken by 
the University, will help the University 
shape its mission to meet the challenges 
and opportunities of the next century. 

The University Libraries is partici
pating in the 21st Century Campaign by 
raising $5 million to enhance collections 
and services. 

foremost people-a group of experts who 
provide information to users at the point 
and moment of need, and by the method 
the user prefers. New information tools, 
in the form of new technologies, are 
emerging to help connect the thought 
and knowledge expressed in traditional 
books and non-print formats such as 
microforms, video tapes, audio cassettes, 
laser discs and computer databases. The 
technology of the next several years 
holds significant opportunities and sig
nificant risks. 

"Libraries are going to have to oper
ate many different technologies at the 
same time," says Dean of Libraries Paula 
Kaufman. "Nineteenth century print sys
tems and twenty-first century electronic 
systems will co-exist for many years." 

The University Libraries' faculty 
and staff is the key to the suc
cess of the libraries. They are 
much more than gatekeepers 
to stacks of books. The chal
lenge of the next century will 
be to balance the demand for 
personalized services with the 
libraries' strongly-held com
mitment to its mission to 
instruct users of the UTK 
libraries in ways to best find, 
retrieve, use and manage the 
information resources they 
need. The libraries' ability to 
provide these tools will deter
mine their success. 

"We spend more and 
more time every year on 
instructional functions," says 
the dean. "The amount of 
resources that we put into 
instruction is enormous 

The University Libraries is first and 

compared to what we used to do. It's 
everything from going into a graduate 
seminar and teaching to developing com
puter-based instruction packages for 
undergraduates. " 

The University Libraries not only 
connects library users with information 
resources located around the globe, but 
serves as a keeper of the records of our 
civilization. Throughout history, new 
technology has not necessarily replaced 
old technology. Television has not re
placed radio; computers have not replaced 
pens. The preservation of both the intel
lectual content and the physical form of 
information is a central part of the librar
ies role. 

"Advancements in paper making, 
rising out of the industrial age, created a 
new set of problems for preservation," 
says Dean Kaufman. "We went from 
papers made with rags and cloth to paper 
make from wood pulp which is highly 
acidic. The chemicals used to make the 
paper are literally burning the books from 
the inside out." 

on acid-free paper. 
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For 150 years, between 1850 and 
the year 2000, many domestically printed 
books were not, and will not be, printed 

Libraries link minds of the past, 
present and future. The success of the 
21st Century Campaign today will deter
mine the quality of the University 
Libraries' role as the nerve center of the 
campus and the community tomorrow. 
The campaign's success will begin a new 
epoch, a turning point for the libraries 
that will accelerate the information revo
lution that is already taking place. 

The onset of the information revo
lution requires a specific strategy and im
mediate action. Four fund raising 
priorities have been identified. 

Acquisitions Endowment 
Providing physical collections of 

print, microform, audiovisual and elec
tronic materials, supplemented by access 
to information not held on site, enables 
minds of the past, present, and future to 
connect and interact. Without access to 
the wide spectrum of information that is 
available, today's scholars and researchers 
cannot make new discoveries. The Uni
versity Libraries is committed to making 
available and preserving for future genera
tions a body of shared resources. 

The Library of Congress' collection 
grows an average of five percent per year. 
This is an important standard by which to 
measure the growth of the UT Libraries' 
collection. With the current collection 
consisting of 2 million volumes, it is our 
goal to expand our collection by approxi
mately 100,000 volumes, in addition to 
information in other formats, per year. 

The combination of the escalating 
amount of information being pub
lished and inflation-books cost 
40 percent more and journals 100 
percent more than they did just 
five years ago-stretches the li
braries resources tighter and 
tighter each year. 

An endowment for the pur
chase of library materials supple
ments the state's allocations to 
better respond to the information 
needs of our faculty, students and 
the region. It also allows the pur
chase of special materials, such as 
the papers of author Alex Haley 
or our first governor, John Sevier, 
or documents tracing the history 
of the State of Tennessee. 

The10hn C. Hodges Library. 


