




continued using the name, the Sevierville Star.53 For a small mountain

county to have two local newspapersduring this time is indicative of the

stressand turmoil causedby the collapseof communityin SevierCounty.

JudgeNelson and Attorney General Mynatt came to·Sevierville to

open the July 1897 sessionand were immediately challengedby the social

forces they hopedto suppress.Stayingin a Seviervillehotel on the Saturday

before the court was to open, the two men were charivariedby a group of

young men. The rowdies gatheredoutside the hotel and sang"Hang Judge

Nelsonby the sour appletree" occassionallychangingthe verseto include the

new attorneygeneral. The judge, who had beenwarned to expect trouble,

moved quickly to demonstratehis authority and orderedSheriff Maples to

arrest the nocturnal choir and bring them before his court the following

Monday. Therehe lecturedthe youngmen and orderedthem to makebond

to reappearin court at a future date. The judge'sstrategywork; neitherhe

nor anyoneelsein Seviervillewas botheredby night music again.54

Both Nelsonand Mynatt realizedthat to be effective they would have

to act with dispatch;and as a result they promisedSevierCountiansthat they

would clear the docket during the summer session. They discovered,

however,that the whitecaplaw which gave them control over jury selection.

53The existenceof the Star during this period has gone unnoticed
becauseMontgomery'scollection of Sevier County newspaperswhich, not
surprisingly, had no copies of the rival newspaperis the only collection
presentlyavailable to researchers. Montgomery, in the pagesof his own
newspaper,however, frequently attackedthe reporting of his rival editor,
whom he called"Fido" becausehis dogmatic loyalty to the law and order
league. The authorhas in his possessionthe front pageof one issueof the
Star printedduring this period.

54[Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization,pp. 56-57.
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was a hindrance as well as a help. In a county that had strong traditions of

extra-legal activities which had been allowed to run unchecked for over five

years, it was difficult to find a juror who was not a former vigilante or

otherwise already biased. As Jesse Atchley said when asked if William WYnn

was a whitecap, "most of the men in this county have been accused of that."55

Most of the men in the county also had an opinion about most of the cases

that they would hear as jurors. As a result, Mynatt was forced literally to

search the backwoods 'of Sevier County for prospective jurors.56 These jurors

were troublesome for the new attorney general, because defense attorneys

could appeal to their sense of honor in many of the cases.

Although he was not a whitecap, the, trial of William H. Gass is a good

example of the new tribulations of the law and order league. Gass had

murdered Henderson almost three years before, but his lawyers had

successfully kept the case out the court; and as a result it was the first murder

trial on the docket. Mynatt, no doubt thinking this would be an easy

conviction (inasmuch as Gass confessed that he shot his victim) quickly

learned that most people in Sevier County either had an opinion about the

case or were related to someone involved in the trial. Over three hundred

prospective jurors were interviewed before the jury could be impanelled.

Despite the prosecutor's efforts to find a jury that would convict Gass, the

defendant was acquitted of the murder.57

55State vs. Wynn, East Tennessee Supreme Court Case #1553 (1897).

56State vs. Wynn and Tipton, East Tennessee Supreme Court Case #
1537 (1898), typed transcript, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville,
and [Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization, p. 136.

57Vindicator,4 August 1897.
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Mynatt decided to try Tipton and Wynn for the murder of Laura

Whaley first, then of William. Catlett, it was decided, would be tried as an

accessory, after the two whitecaps were convicted. The strength of the

prosecution's case lay with the testimony of Lizzie Chandler, who shortly

after the crime had identified Wynn as her sister's murderer. She had spotted

Wynn walking along the street from an upstairs hotel room in Sevierville.

Davis had taken her there and had pointed Wynn out to her. Wisely, the

attorney general kept the deputy from the trial to prevent the defense lawyers

from accusing him of coaching Chandler. Tipton'S and Wynn's attorneys

focused their defense on discrediting Chandler by pointing out to the jury that

the witness was a divorcee and a convicted prostitute. They were

unsuccessful; Wynn was convicted of the murder of Laura Whaley, and a few

months later, both men were convicted of the murder of her husband.58

To many Sevier Countians the conviction of Tipton and Wynn

represented a victory for the law and order league, not justice. Except for the

testimony of Chandler, which many suspected was coached, the rest. of the

evidence against the two men was circumstantial. Nevertheless, Mynatt's

closing remarks to the jury were so inflammatory, one of the defense lawyers

remarked in his closing arguments that "It is equal to convicting by mobs to

find the defendants guilty. "59 The notion that a new mob was running

Sevier County was confirmed in the minds of many when William Wynn

challenged Sheriff Maples on the last day of his brother's second trial. The

lawman shot Wynn and then summoned deputies from surrounding

58State vs Wynn and Tipton, East Tennessee Supreme Court #1537
(1898).

59rbid.
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counties to protect him from whitecap reprisa1.60 Arrested for the murder of

William Wynn, Maples stepped aside and let his deputy, Tom Davis, take

complete control of the sheriff's office.

60 [Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization, p. 168.
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CHAPTER IV

"THE 'GOOD WORK OF REFORMATION' WILL CONTINUE"

For Tom Davis and the law and order league, the conviction of Tipton

and Wynn was an important hallmark not only in their battle against

whitecapism but also in their growing influence within Sevier County. The

Knoxville newspapers, while sympathetic to E. M.' Wynn, the father of

William and Pleas, hailed the conviction ,of Tipton and Wynn and praised

Davis for his active role in the case. Even the Vindicator grudgingly

acknowledged the law and order league's growing influence and admitted

that Judge Nelson and Attorney General Mynatt had helped the county with

its vigorous clearing of the docket'!

Many Sevier Countians wondered, however, what would become of

Bob Catlett, the man who was accused of hiring Tipton and Wynn to murder

the Whaleys. Would Davis, who had destroyed the Wynn family in his zeal

to defeat the whitecaps, pursue the county's richest man with the same vigor?

More important, many were concerned that the law and order league was

becoming a gang which, like the whitecaps before them, manipulated county

government to serve its own purpose. This apprehension was further

confirmed four months later when Davis was elected sheriff by a narrow

margin of 74 votes, the first Democrat to win the office since the Civil War.2

Like the Blue Bills, some law and order league members had joined to escape

1Vindicator, 4 August 1897.

2Knoxville Journal and Tribune, 5 August 1898; and [Davis], The
White-Caps: A History of the Organization (Knoxville, TN: Bean, Warters &
Gaut, 1899), pp. 62-67.
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punishment at the hands of the whitecaps. During the months, that followed

the trial some of these members began to break the law with impunity. And

although they were arrested and jailed, these criminals were considered by

Montgomery and others to be indicative of the moral turpitude of the entire

law and order league. More important, Davis' followers used "Boodle and

Deception to Win the Race for 'Taum'" at the polls, despite the fact the

candidate had called for a clean election.3 Members of the law and order

league were also not above using physical coercion to protect their candidate,

and several of Davis's supporters waylaid and assaulted R. H. Shields, Davis's

rival, on election day after accusing him of being a whitecap.4

William Montgomery, editor of the Vindicator, reporting the assault

on Shields, was also quick to point out the different ways the new sheriff

treated prisoners who were his friends, as opposed to those who' were his

enemies. Shields' assailant was kept in Sevierville's jail under a light guard;

but Davis's enemies, on the other hand, were often carted off to the city

prison in Knoxville while a special armed guard of deputies from

surrounding counties would patrol Sevierville to quell any "whitecap" mob

that might rise in protest,S

3Vindicator, 10 August 1898. Davis was probably well aware of the
efforts in his behalf. Years later his daughters would remember their uncle,
who managed Davis' campaign, joke that each vote had cost a silver dollar
and a shot of whiskey on election day. Interview with Nona A. Davis,
Knoxville, Tennessee, 10 July 1987.

4Vindicator, 10 August 1898. Actually Davis, perhaps because of
several unsuccessful attempts on his life, looked upon any criticism of his
work as an endorsement of his enemies. In his eyes, the editor William
Montgomery was a whitecap, although it is obvious that the newspaperman
disliked the vigilantes with a fervor equal to Davis. Interview with Nona
Davis.
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While Davis continued to warn his allies about possible whitecap

retaliation, in fact, by the time of the second Tipton and Wynn trial,

whitecapping had ceased in Sevier County. Soon after the arrest of Tipton,

Catlett, and Wynn, the whitecaps became very active threatening potential

witnesses to the trial and succeeded in driving some Sevier Countians out of

the county.6 Davis, himself, had several attempts on his life? as time went

on, however, whitecapping stopped for two possible reasons. First was the

shift in public opinion within Sevier County towards the night riders.

Whereas before, Sevier Countians had been willing to overlook the criminal

excesses, because the victims were often considered to be bad characters

themselves, the murder of the young mother and her ill husband in the

name of whitecap honor was unacceptable. The second reason that night

riding stopped was that Catlett and the other whitecap leaders probably

realized, once they could no longer intimidate witnesses, to continue

supporting the night riders would only prejudice the community and

eventually the jury against them. As a result, most extra-legal activities

within the county ceased.8

Not surprisingly, many Sevier Countians blamed Knoxville for the

continuing success of the law and order league and increasingly resented the

influence of Knoxville upon their affairs. In July 1898, W. H. Thomas, a

5Vindicator, 10 August 1898.

6Knoxville Journal, 27 January 1897.

7Ibid., 19 March 1897.

8Vindicator did report, however, that five young women from the
northern part of the county did whip a young man who had made some
vulgar remarks about them. See Vindicator, 4 August 1897.
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teamster from Sevierville, was robbed and killed in Knoxville in broad

daylight by an interracial gang. Montgomery described the crime as a

"Horrible Murder in the Law and Order County of Knox" and called the

Knoxville newspapers' accounts of the crime "in keeping with its past acts

and course in slandering the people of Sevier county." Bitter about the

murder, Thomas's partner, Pink Maples, expressed his anger at the new road

which tied Sevier County closer to Knoxville and had carried his friend to his

dea th. 9 Ironically~ as a Sevierville merchant as well as owner of a

transportation company, Maples no doubt had supported the building of the

road; now, however, like other Sevier Countians, he regretted the effect that .

Knoxville's proximity had on his life.

As the animosity of Sevier Countians towards the law and order league

and the "inflooncers" from Knoxville continued to increase, Bob Catlett came

to trial, but not in Sevierville. Catlett's lawyers petitioned Judge Nelson for a

change of venue and successfully argued that their client was too notorious to

get an impartial jury in Sevier County. Nelson concurred, no doubt

remembering the trouble that the st~te had had seating a jury for Tipton and

Wynn, and therefore ordered the case to be tried in Morristown-in the court

of Judge Hicks. Ironically, this was one of Nelson's last acts as a judge in

Sevierville, because the state legislature reorganized the courts in East

Tennessee again and eliminated the Knoxville Criminal Court and moved

Sevier County into a new judicial circuit. In frustration Montgomery

rhetorically asked readers when would Sevier Countians have a hand in their

own affairs.10

9Vindicator, 20 July and 27 July 189~.
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Bob Catlett's trial, opening on 6 February 1899, more than two years

after the murder of the Whaleys, lasted one week. Among the prosecution's

witnesses were, Tipton and Wynn, who testified against their former leader.

Catlett's lawyers had tried to delay the trial until after the two men were

executed but Tipton and Wynn had received reprieves in order to appear at

the trial. Despite their testimony and that of others, the jury were unable to

agree about Catlett's guilt and consequently the case was declared a mistrial.ll

Needless to say both the law and order league and its critics were

angered by the the trial's outcome. Davis suggested to a Knoxville newspaper

that jurors had been bribed or coerced, although a survey of the jurors

showed that most had thought that the state had failed to make its case.

Montgomery agreed with the sheriff: "It looks like the man of wealth and

influence who incited the hellish deed of killing the Whaleys will escape

while the poor wretches who were duped into doing his dirty work will have

to suffer."12

As Sevier Countians waited for the second trial of the man whom they

thought was responsible for the Whaleys' murder, Montgomery moved to

undermine the people whom he considered responsible for stealing Sevier

County's autonomy. In an editorial before the first trial, the newspaperman

had told his readers that their complacent attitudes were the cause of their

loss of power. "The people pay the freight and as long as they submit to being

outraged and robbed by political vampires, the 'good work of reformation'

10Ibid., 15 June 1898.

11 [Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization, pp. 199-217.

12Vindicator, 15 February 1899.
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will continue."13 As a result Montgomery became increasingly critical of

Davis's performance as sheriff, because he considered the lawman to be the

linchpin of foreign influence in Sevier County.

For example, Davis spent large amounts of time in Knoxville and

Nashville consulting with allies and trying to block efforts to have Tipton's

and Wynn's death sentence commuted. Montgomery taunted Davis for his

efforts to insure the execution of Tipton and Wynn and suggested to his

readers that by spending so much time away from Sevier County, the sheriff

had abandoned his office. Davis's supposed negligence would be an

important factor in the second trial of Bob Catlett.

The state had planned to prosecute Catlett during the last week of May

and had successfully gotten a second reprieve for Tipton and Wynn, so that

the two doomed men could testify again. On the first day of the trial,

however, Attorney General Henderson announced that he did not believe

that the state had sufficient evidence to convict the defendant and asked for a

delay. Judge Hicks rejected the state's request and in a surprise move

dismissed the charges against Catlett. Before a new warrant could be served

upon Catlett, he escaped.

Davis was away from the courtroom, perhaps at the suggestion of the.

attorney general, and as a result received most of the blame in Sevier County

for what Montgomery called a "miscarriage of justice."14 In a front-page

editorial, Montgomery accused Davis of profiting by the Whaleys' deaths and

demanded to know why the sheriff had pushed so hard for the conviction

13Ibid., 7 December 1898.

14Ibid., 31 May 1899.
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.', and execution of Tipton and Wynn, but had allowed Catlett to escape.
I;
!i, Clearly, wrote the editor, Catlett was hiding until sometime after the
~:
"

I execution of his former henchmen so as to prevent them from testifying
f! against him. It was important, therfore, to rearrest the whitecap leader
;
'j,

, i quickly. "[Is] Bob evading Tom or Tom evading Bob," Montgomery queried.

"An indignant people await an explanation[.]"15

Although he never answered where he was when Catlett escaped,

Davis responded to his critics a short time later by releasing a small book

entitled, The White-Caps: A History of the Organization in Sevier County. In

the book, Davis listed some of the worst whitecap activities and explained his

efforts in the suppression of the night riders. The sheriff, according to his

publisher, had "restored good order and re-established the supremacy of the

law in the good county of Sevier."16 Interestingly, Davis never mentioned

the law and order league, but instead aligned his efforts with the Blue Bills,

who had represented an effort by Sevier Countians to solve their own

problems.

With Catlett in hiding, Davis was able to push successfully for the

execution of Tipton and Wynn. As the 5 July 1899 date of their execution

approached, the prisoners' fates were sealed when Governor Benton

McMillin announced that there would be no more reprieves.17 On the day

before the execution, the two men were escorted by Davis and a large group of

deputies from the Knoxville city prison to the jail in Sevierville, where a

15Ibid., 7 June 1899.

16[Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization, p. 7.

17Vindicator, 28 June 1899.
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scaffold had been built. Ironically, Tipton, who was a carpenter by trade, had

helped build the fence surrounding the gallows.l 8

Davis expected trouble and a large crowd did gather to watch the double

execution; but to the amazement of observers, the crowd remained peaceable

through the day. As noon, the hour of their execution approached, the sheriff

.surprised reporters by allowing his prisoners an extra hour with their wives.

Then Davis ordered the men out onto the gallows where, after allowing his

prisoners an opportunity to make a last statement and say farewell to their

wives, Tipton and Wynn were hanged. One reporter remarked that he was

surprised that Davis did not open the trap himself.19

Throughout the state, newspapers carried the story of the execution. In

Memphis, Tipton's and Wynn's crime was called "one of the worst in the

history of whitecapism." In Nashville, the Banner proclaimed that with the

execution "The Whaleys are Avenged." In Knoxville, the double hanging

was considered instructive. "Their fate," wrote the editor of the Sentinel,

"offers a solemn warning to other whitecaps in Sevier county. It will be a

wholesome lesson we believe." The editor of the Journal echoed the same

sentiments. "Yield strict obedience to the law, that is the lesson."20 In

Sevierville, however, coverage of the execution was subdued by the effect the

hanging had on the community. Even "Fido" at the Sevierville Star did not

18Knoxville Journal, 5 July 1899.

19Vindictitor, 5 July and 12 July 1899, Knoxville Journal 4 July and 5
July 1899, and Chattanooga Daily Times, 6 July 1899.

20Memphis Commercial Appeal, 6 July 1899: Nashville Banner, 5 July
1899; Knoxville Sentinel, 6 July 1899; and Knoxville Journal, 7 July 1899.
Reports of the execution reached as far north as New York city; see, New York
Tribune 4 July 1899.
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call the hanging a victory for law and order. Montgomery told his readers

that the community would not profit by the death of Tipton and Wynn until

Catlett was punished too: "If it can be shown that the rich as well as the poor

must obey the law, it will be well for the county."21

For Davis, the execution of Tipton and Wynn was at best a phyrric

victory. Unable to capture Catlett, he quickly lost support within both Sevier

and Knox counties. The old whitecap fighter did not even enter the sheriff's

race the following year. The race was won by R. H. Shields, Davis's opponent

in the 1898 race. Montgomery hailed Shields' election as an important

victory for the county in its effort to regain autonomy, and congratulated the

candidate who had run against both Maples and Davis for his tenacity.22

Davis and other members soon left Sevier County to seek better fortunes

elsewhere.

In October 1900, Bob Catlett was seen "in Knoxville for the first time

since ·his second trial. The Knoxville Journal and Tribune reported the

sighting and suggested that the old whitecap leader would soon surrender,

now that the furor over his crime had died down. Montgomery quickly

retorted that people in Sevier County had known for months that Catlett was

hiding in his home, and once again blasted Knoxvillians for meddling in the

affairs of Sevier County. The editor wrote that had the law and order league

and its Knoxville allies done their job, Catlett would be hanged and Tipton

and Wynn would be serving a life sentence. Now, however, Sevier County

ruled its own affairs. "The Knoxville papers have lost their 'infloonce' and

21Sevierville Star, 7 July 1899, Vindicator, 5 July and 12 July 1899.

22Vindicator, 8 August 1900.
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the ex-republican exoffice holders are out of office, Bob Catlett will not come

back to Sevier county to either live or die."23

Montgomery, as it turned out, was doubly wrong. Catlett remained in

Sevier County the rest of his long life, and, although tried again, was never

convicted for his role in the Whaley murders.24 Nor would Sevier

Countians ever be free of Knoxville "infloonce" and enjoy the autonomy and

independence that they had had during their early history. Montgomery,

himself, acknowledged the difference two years later when he changed the

motto of the Vindicator to read: "Devoted to the Development of the

Various Resources of Sevier County."25

As in other rural counties throughout the South, the inhabitants of the

many small communities of Sevier County were affected by the hegemony of

nearby urban centers which controlled the new economic, social and political

systems of which they were a part. Because of the state's harsh efforts to

eradicate whitecapping, however, Sevier Countians were able to recognize

that the growth of Knoxville's influence was· the result of their own loss of

autonomy and community. Not surprising, the history of the whitecaps

became an enduring source of shame for Sevier Countians.

In 1937, a Knoxville grocer and transplanted Sevier Countian named

Cas Walker reissued a bowdlerized edition of Tom Davis's book on the

23Ibid., 3 October 1900.

24Cas Walker, The Whitecaps of Sevier County: A Story of a Feud
Between the White Caps and the Blue Bills in Sevier County in the Great
Smoky Mountains (Knoxville, TN: Trent Publishing Company, 1974), p. 120.

25Vindicator, 27 August 1902.
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whitecaps.26 And while the the book sold well and in the open in Knoxville,

in Sevierville it was discreetly sold behind the counter to interested readers.

In fact, one druggist, a newcomer, placed the book in his front window for his

customers' perusaL Within fifteen minutes, he was warned several times,

however, that if he did not want to replace the glass, he should remove the

book. The town's other druggist sold copies of the book wrapped in paper.27

As time passed, the stain on the honor of Sevier County did not fade.

When the Davis book was reissued in 1963 under the name, Interment of the

White Caps, the editor, Marion R. Mangrum, wrote:
After almost three-quarters of a century, ... we still have the

remnant effects of the White Caps hovering over us like a ghost, or
curse. The effect of this condition is much like epidemic disease.
Those who know they have it-don't know how to get rid of it. Others
scatter it not realizing the adverse effects.

Newcomers to this area [Sevier County] settle in new homes
knowing nothing of the local customs. They expect to love and be
loved. Suddenly there is an unexplainable barrier between the
newcomer and the old Sevier County resident. Upon checking these
misunderstandings we discover many have been frightened by such
stories as: you'll end up getting whipped", or, "you had better be
careful-you'll get burned out", and in the higher locations a good one
is, "check your brake rods before you start down the mountain", etc. A
little fright, even as a prank, is extremely dangerous. Many times the
ghost of the White Caps has spoiled what could have been good
relationships between neighbors.28

26Cas Walker, The White Caps of Sevier County: A Story of Women
and Kluxers in the Great Smokey Mountains (Knoxville, TN: S. B. Newman
& Company, 1937). Walker's book was revised and issued in 1974 under the
title The White Caps of Sevier County: A Story of a Feud Between the White
Caps and the Blue Bills in Sevier County in the Great Smoky Mountains.

27Knoxville Sentinel, 7 July 1937.

28Marion Mangrum, Interment of the White Caps (Maryville, TN:
Brazos Press, 1963), pp. vii - viii.
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Conversely, Knoxvillians and some Sevier Countians who left the

country-side recalled the suppression of the whitecaps with pride. In later

biographical sketches of Nelson, Mynatt, and Davis and other leaders of the

law and order league, their fight with the whitecaps became indicative of

their courage and their willingness to bring judical reform to Sevier

County.29 Because Davis linked his efforts with the Blue Bills, this group of

unsuccessful vigilantes gained more prestige with transplanted Sevier

Countians in passing years than they had had before in their own time. Cas

Walker proudly bragged that his father was a fearless Blue Bill who had

planted dynamite charges in his yard to blow up any whitecap raid against

him or his family.3D

Similarly, in the summer of 1949, J. Victor Henderson, the son of Dr. J.

A. Henderson, foiled a robbery attempt of a Knoxville bank by pulling a

revolver and chasing the robber down Clinch· Avenue. Henderson was able

to fire two shots but the felon eluded him unscathed. Later a friend boasted to

newspaper reporters that Henderson's family had a tradition of deterring

crime and recounted the exploits of the old Blue Billleader.3 1

Even today some Sevier Countians refused to talk about this dark

chapter in their county's history and as a result the whitecaps continue to

divide Sevier County. Recently, the county historian successfully threatened

to withdraw her support and efforts from a county history if any mention was

made of the whitecaps. While doing interviews for this thesis, subjects

29For example see, Knoxville Sentinel, 2 June 1929.

3DWaiker, The Whitecaps of Sevier County: A Story of a Feud, pp. 28-
31.

31 Knoxville Journal, 17 July 1949
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regularly warned the author that people in Sevier County do not want to talk

about the whitecaps. One such person referred to the whitecaps as "poison."

Herein is the irony of the whitecaps of Sevier County. The original

vigilantes banded together to protect and preserve their community honor,

but, their efforts came too late. By the 1890s, Sevier Countians already

participated in a social, political, and economic system which had burdened

and destroyed traditional community within the county. Freed from the

restraints of community, some people exploited traditional feelings towards

extra-legal violence to further their own position within the county. These

people were eventually opposed by another group who were willing to go

outside the county for help in their efforts to end the violence. Because of the

reform efforts of this second group, Sevier Countians were made aware of

their actual loss of autonomy and community. As a result, honor in Sevier

County was lost to the "good work of reformation," and shame which was the

result of that loss endured.

100



BIBLIOGRAPHY

101



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Primary Materials

Articles and Books
I

__. "untitled article." Proceedings of the Bar Association of Tennessee 7
(1889): 41.

__. History of Tennessee: From Earliest Times to the Present; Together
with an Historical and a Biographical Sketch of From Twenty-five to
Thirty Counties of East Tennessee. Chicago and Nashville: Goodspeed
Publishing Co., 1887.

__. "Report of the Special Committee on the Jury System." Proceedings
of the Bar Association of Tennessee 10 (1891): 75-93.

Tennessee State Gazetteer and Business Directory For 1876-7.
Nashville: R. L. Polk & Company, 1876.

[Davis, Thomas H.]. The White-Caps: A History of the Organization zn
Sevier County. Knoxville: Bean, Warters & Gaut, 1899.

Bokum, Hermann. The Tennessee Hand-Book and Immigrant's Guide:
Giving a Description of the State of Tennessee; Its Agriculture and
Mineralogical Character; Its Water Power, Timber, Soil, and Climate; Its
Various Railroad Lines, Completed, In Progress, and Projected; Its
Adaptation for Stock-Raising, Grape Culture, Etc., Etc. Philadelphia: J.
B. Lippincott & Company, 1868.

Campbell, Ferrell H. Reminiscing-Things Experienced. Knoxville: by the
author, 1977.

Cummins, Holmes. "Trial by Jury." Proceedings of the Bar Association of
Tennessee 4 (1886): 202-03.

Duggan, W. L. Facts about Sevier County. Sevierville, TN: Sevier County
Republican, 1910.

. "Sketches of Sevier and Robertson Counties." American Historical--
Magazine 5 (1900): .

Hesseltine, William B., ed. Dr.]. G. M. Ramsey Autobiography and Letters.
Nashville: Tennessee Historical Commission, 1954.

102



Humes, Thomas Wilson. The Loyal Mountaineers of Tennessee. Knoxville:
Ogden Brothers and Company, 1888.

McTeer, Will A. "The Mountaineers of East Tennessee and Kentucky."
American Law Review 26 (1892): 469-470.

Malone, James H. -"Judge Lynch and the Jury Laws." Proceedings of the Bar
Association of Tennessee 13 (1894): 108-113.

Marks, Albert. "A Suggested Improvement in the Selection of Juries."
Proceedings of the Bar Association of Tennessee 9 (1890): 188-189.

Porter, Chas. D. "Is the Circuit Judge a Factor in the Trial of a Jury Case?"
Proceedings of the Bar Association of Tennessee 12 (1893): 188-189.

Rule, William. The Loyalists of Tennessee in the Late War. Cincinnati: H. C.
Sherrick & Co., 1887.

Temple, Oliver P. The Covenanter, the Cavalier and the Puritan. Cincinnati:
Robert Clarke Company, 1897.

Census Compilations

Kennedy, Joseph c. G. Agriculture of the United States in 1860; Complied
from the Original Returns of the Eighth Census. Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1864.

Population of the United States in 1860. Washington, D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1864.

Hunt, William C. Population, Part I and II. vols I and II, Census Reports.
Washington, D.C.: United States Census Office, 1901.

Merriam, William R. Agriculture, Part I and II. vols IV and V, Census
Reports. Washington, D.C.: United States Census Office, 1902.

Porter, Robert P.. Report on the Population of the United States at the Eleven
Census: 1890. Washinton, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1895.

__. Report on the Statistics of Agriculture in the United States at the
Eleventh Census: 1890. Washinton, D.C.: Government Printing
Office, 1895.

103



Walker, Francis A. Report on the Productions of Agriculture as Returned at
the Tenth Census (June 1, 1880). Washington D.C.: Government
Printing Office, 1883.

__. The Statistics of the Population of the United States. vol. 1 Ninth
Census. yvashington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1872.

The Statistics of the Population of the United States at the Tenth
Census. Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1883.

__. The Statistics of the Wealth and Industry of the United States. vol. 3
Ninth Census. Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1872.

Court Records

Chancery Court of Sevier County Records. Sevier County Courthouse,
Sevierville, Tennessee.'

Circuit Court of Sevier County Minutes. microfilm copy McClung Collection,
Lawson McGhee Library. Knoxville, Tennessee.

State vs VVynn. East Tennessee Supreme Court Case #1553 (1897). typed
transcript, Tennessee State Library and Archives. Nashille, Tennessee.

State vs Wynn and Tipton. East Tennessee Supreme Court Case #1537 (1898).
typed transcript, Tennessee State Library and Archives. Nashille,
Tennessee.

State Documents and Compilations of Tennessee Sate Law

__. House Journal of the Thirty-Fifth General Assembly of the State of
Tennessee, 1867. Nashville: State of Tennessee, 1868.

Public, and Private Acts and Resolutions Passed by the Fiftieth
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee, 1897. Nashville: State of
Tennessee, 1897.

__. Senate Journal of the Fifty-fourth General Assembly of the State of
Tennessee. Nashville: Marshall & Bruce, 1887.

Grayson, D. L. The Annotated Constitution and Code of the State of
Tennessee. 2 vols. Chattanooga: Times Print, 1895.House Journal of
the Forty-fourth General Assembly of the State of Tennessee.
N ashville: Marshall & Bruce, 1887.

104



Lea, Benjamin F. Reports of Cases Determined in the Supreme Court of
Tennessee for the Western Division, April Term, 1881, and for the
Eastern Division, September, 1881. Edited by Robert T. Shannon. Vol.
7. Louisville, KY: Fetter Law Book Company, 1902.

Milliken, W. A., and Vertrees, John J. The Code of Tennessee, Being a
Compilation of the Statue Laws of the State of Tennessee, of a General
Nature, in Force June 1, 1884. Nashville: Marshall and Bruce, 1884.

Pickle, George W. Reports of Cases Determined in the Supreme Court of
Tennessee for the Middle Division, December Term, 1890; for the
Western District, April Term, 1891; and for the Eastern Division,
September Term, 1891. Edited by Robert t. Shannon. Vol. 6.
Louisville, KY: Fetter Law Book Company, 1902.

Shannon, R. T. Public and Permanent Statutes of a General Nature Being an
Annotated Code of Tennessee. Nashville: Marshall & Bruce Co., 1896.

Newspapers

Chattanooga Daily Times

Knoxville Evening Sentinel

Knoxville Grange Outlook

Knoxville Independent

Knoxville Journal

Knoxville Journal and Tribune

Knoxville Register

Knoxville Sentinel

Knoxville Tribune

Memphis Commercial Appeal

Nashville American

Nashville Banner

105



New York Times

New York Tribune

Sevierville Enterprise

Sevierville Repuvlican Star

Sevierville Star

Sevierville Vindicator

Manuscripts

Papers of L. C. and J. C. Houk. C. M. Mc Clung Collection, Lawson McGhee
Library. Knoxville, TN.

Papers of o. P. Temple. University of Tennessee Library Special Collections.
Knoxville, TN.

106



Secondary Materials

Articles

__. "The Changing Role of the Jury in the Nineteenth Century." Yale
Law Journal 74 (1964-1965): 171-192.

Alford, Violet. "Rough Music or Charivari." Folklore 70 (December 1959):
505-518.

Clark, Thomas D. "The Country Store in Post-Civil War Tennessee." East
Tennessee Historical Society Publications 17 (1945): 3-21.

Dykstra, Robert R. "Town-County Conflict." A Hidden Dimension in
American Social History." Agricultural History 38 (1964): 195-204.

Goode, William J. "Community With a Community: The Professions."
American Sociological Review 22 (1957), pp. 194-200.

Hillery, George A. "Definitions of Community: Areas of Agreement." Rural
Sociology 20 (1955): 111-123.

Holmes, William F. "Moonshiners and Whitecaps in Alabama, 1893."
Alabama Review 34 (1981): 31-49.

"Moonshining and Collective Violence: Georgia, 1889-1895."
Journal of American History 67 (1980): 589-611.

"Whitecapping: Agarian Violence in Mississippi, 1902-1906."
Journal of Southern History 35 (1969): 165-185.

"Whitecapping: Anti-Semitism in the Populist Era." American
Jewish Historical Quarterly 63 (1974): 244-261.

__. "Whitecapping in Georgia: Carroll and Houston Counties, 1893."
Georgia Historical Quarterly 64 (1980): 388-403.

"Whitecapping in Mississippi: Agarian Violence in the Populist
Era." Mid-America 55 (1973): 134-148.

Howard, T. L. "The Justice of the Peace System in Tennessee." . Tennessee
Law Review 13 (December 1934): 19-38.

Keebler, Robert S. "Our Justice of the Peace Courts-A Problem in Justice."
Tennessee Law Review 9 (December 1930): 1-21.

107



Klotter, James C. "The Black South and White Appalachia." Journal of
American Hi~tory 66 (1980-81): 832-849.

Palmer, Bryan D. "Discordant Music: Charivaris and Whitecapping in
Nineteenth-Century North America." Labour/Le Travailler 3 (1978): 5­
62.

Rodgers, William Robert. "A History of the Smoky Mountain Railroad."
East Tennessee Historical Publications 44 (1972): 71-89.

Thompson, E. P. "The Moral Economy of the English Crowd in the
Eighteenth Century." Past & Present 50 (February 1971): 76-136.

"Rough Music: Le Charivari." Annales Economies Socfetes
Civilisations 27 (Mars-Avril 1972): 285-312.

Williams, Dale Edward. "Morals, Markets and the English Crowd in 1766."
Past & Present 104 (1984): 56-73.

Wyatt-Brown, Bertram. "The Ideal Typology and Ante-Bellum Southern
History: A Testing of a New Approach." Societas 5 (1975): 1-29.

Smoky Mountain Historical Society Newsletter 12 (Spring 1986): 5.

Books

Ayers, Edward 1. Vengeance and Justice: Crime and Punishment in the
Nineteenth-Century American South. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1984.

Bonser, H. J., and Mantle, C. C. Agricultural History of Knox County Part II
From 1860 to 1900. Rural Research Series, Monograph no. 187,
Knoxville: University of Tennessee Agricultural Economics and Rural
Sociology Department and Agricultural Experiment Station, 1945.

Brown, Richard Maxwell. Strain of Violence: Historical Studies of American
Violence and Vigilantism. New York: Oxford University Press, 1975.

Bruce, Dickson B., Jr. Violence and Culture in the Antebellum South.
Austin: University of Texas Press, 1979.

Cartwright, Joseph H. The Triumph of Jim Crow: Tennessee Race Relations
in the 1880s. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1976.

Cohen, Hennig, and Dillingham, William B., eds. Humor of the Old
Southwest. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1964.

108



Corlew, Robert E. Tennessee: A Short History. 2nd ed. Knoxville:
University of Tennessee Press, 1981.

Creekmore, Betsy Beeler. Knoxville. Knoxville: University of Tennessee
Press, 1958.

Daniel, Pete. Standing at the Crossroads: Southern Life Since 1900. New
York: Hill And Wang, 1986.

Deaderick, Lucile, ed. Heart of the Valley: A History of Knoxville, Tennessee.
Knoxville: East Tennessee Historical Society, 1976.

Durkheim,· Emile. The Division of Labor in Society. trans. by George
Simpson, New York: Free Press, 1964.

Dykeman, Wilma. The French Broad. New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 1955; rpt. ed., 1974.

Gre·en, John W. Bench an Bar of Knox County,Tennessee. Knoxville: Archer
& Smith, 1947[?].

Greene, Lee Seifert; Grubbs, David A.; and Hobday, Victor C. Government in
Tennessee. 3rd ed. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1975.

Hart, Roger L. Redeemers, Bourbons & Populists: Tennessee, 1870-1896.
Baton Rouge: Lousiana State University Press, 1975.

Holmes, William F. "Whitecapping in Late Nineteenth-Century Georgia."
In From the Old South to the New: Essays on the Transitional South.
Edited by Walter J. Fraser, Jr. and Winfred B. Moore, Jr. Contributions
in American History, no. 93. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1981.

Isaac, Paul E. Prohibition and Politics: Turbulent Decades in Tennessee, 1885­
1920. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press,1965.

Jackson, Kenneth T. The Ku Klux Klan in the City, 1915-1930. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1967.

Lamon, Lester C. Black Tennesseans, 1900-1930. Knoxville: University of
Tennessee Press, 1977.

Luther, Edward T. Our Restless Earth: The Geological Regions of Tennessee.
Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1977.

109



Mangrum, Marion R. Interment of the White Caps. Maryville, TN: Brazos
Printing Company, 1963.

McDonald, Michael J., and John Muldowny. TVA and the Dispossessed: The
Resettlement of Population in the Norris Dam Area. Knoxville:
University of Tennessee Press, 1982.

McDonald, Michael J., and William Bruce Wheeler. Knoxville, Tennessee:
Continuity and Change in a Appalachian City. Knoxville: University
of Tennessee Press, 1983.

McKinney, Gordon B. Southern Mountain Republicans, 1865-1900: Politics
and the Appalachian Community. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina, 1978.

McMath, Robert C. Jr. "Community, Region, and Hegemony. II In Toward a
New South: Studies in Post-Civil War Southern Communities, pp.
281-300. Edited by Orville Vernon Burton and Robert C. McMath, Jr.
Contributions in American History, no. 97. Westport, CT: Greenwood
Press,1982.

Nisbet, Robert A. The Sociology of Emile Durkheim. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1974.

Randolph, Vance. Pissingin the Snow and Other Ozark Folktales. New
York: Avon Books, 1976.

Shapiro, Henry D. Appalachia on Our Mind: The Southern Mountains and
Mountaineers in the American Consciousness, 1870-1920. Chapel Hill;
University of North Carolina Press, 1978.

Smoky Mountain Historical Society. The Gentle Winds of Change: A History
of Sevier County, Tennessee, 1900-1930. Maryville, TN: . Printers Inc.,
1986.

Walker, Cas. The White Caps of Sevier County: A Story of a Feud Between
the White Caps and the Blue Bills in Sevier County in the Great
Smoky Mountains. Knoxville, TN: Trent Publishing Company, 1974.

Walker, Cas. The White Caps of Sevier County:
Kluxers in the Great Smokey Mountains.
Newman & Company~ 1937.

A Story of Women and
Knoxville, TN: S. B.

Weber, Eugen. Peasants Into Frenchmen: The Modernization of Rural
France, 1870-1914. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1976.

110



Whitfield, Rita A., ed. 1975-76 Tennessee Blue Book. Nashville: State of
Tennessee, 1975.

Wiebe, Robert H. The Search for Order, 1877-1900. New York: Hill and
Wang, 1967.

Williams, Samuel Cole. History of the Lost State of Franklin. Johnson City,
TN: Watauga Press, 1924, rpt. ed. Nashville: Franklin Book Reprints,
1970.

Wright, Gavin. Old South, New South: Revolutions in the Southern
Economy Since the Civil War. New York: Basic Books, 1986.

Wyatt-Brown, Bertram. "Community, Class, and Snopesian Crime in the
Local South." In Class, Conflict, and Consensus: Antebellum
Southern Community Studies, pp. 173-206. Edited by Orville Vernon
Burton and Robert C. McMath, Jr. Contributions in American History,
no. 96. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1982.

. Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old South. New York:--
Oxford University Press, 1982.

Theses and Dissertations

James, Sally L. "American Violent Moral Regulation and the White Caps."
Honors essay, William and Mary College, 1969.

Noble, Madelein. "The White Caps of Harrison and Crawford Counties,
Indiana." dissertation, University of Michigan, 1972.

Taylor, Robert Love, Jr. "Mainstreams of Mountain Thought: Selected
Figures in the Heart of the Appalachian South, 1877-1903."
dissertation, University of Tennessee, 1971.

Interviews

Nona Davis, Knoxville, Tennessee, 12 July 1987

Edye Ellis, Knoxville, Tennessee, 30 June 1987

James E. Hall, Lebanon, Tennessee, 15 March 1986.

Ray Midgett, Lebanon, Tennessee, 15 March 1986.

111



APPENDIXES

112



APPENDIX 1

1860 1870 1880 1890 1900

Horses 1954 2787 2880 3143 3925

l\Ja",t r",ttla h .171:; h ?1L1 7,940 h Rh.1 11485

'C:..,;na 22634 1~ nRR 19516 17nQR 22353

Sheen 7657 9578 9471 6547 5365

Wool DOunds of 14475 16109 19314 15483 16140

Wheat bushels 62374 63483 89499 108.286 128220

Indian Com bushels of 449133 260214 439885 594352 586900

Oats bushels of 26115 42460 53274 92799 34 510

Hav tons of 2246 2315 2584 7824 10764

Irish Potatoes bushels of 11395 9005 9526 25816 16,382

Sweet Potatoes bushels of 22050 7308 13,770 ?1R4h 26133

Peas and Beans bushels of 3519 81 4958 1501 13.007

Tobacco, DOunds of 13756 13 997 9819 32360 47140

Ginned Cotton bales of 26 6 6 - 7

Silk Cocoons, DOunds of 10 - - - -
Rice, pounds of 2.om - - - -

Flax, nounds of 3262 - - - -
Honev. nounds of 14888 200 35147 39041 42530

Manle Svrun, Q:allons of 38455 - 5 - 22

SorQ:hurn Molasses Q:allons of - 545 35146 49547 44976

Figure A-I. Selected Agricultural Statistics for Sevier County, Tennessee,
Taken from the 1860, 1870, 1880, 1890, and 1900 Census.
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APPENDIX II

The White Cap Bill Passed by the Tennessee State Legislature, March 1897

Although the term "whitecap" is not used in the text the following bill,

introduced in the fiftieth general assembly by state senator John C Houk, was

popularly known as the whitecap bill. The bill was passed on March 22, 1897

and signed into law by Robert L. Taylor two days later.

Senate Bill No. 368

AN ACT to prevent and punish the formation or continuance of conspiracies

and combinations of persons for certain unlawful purposes, and to

declare the punishment and the methods of inflicting it, and the

disqualifaction of persons who shall become or remain members of

such conspiracies and combinations; and of persons who shall directly

of indirectly encourage or procure others to become or remain

members thereof; and of persons who shall directly or indirectly aid,

abet or encourage any of the schemes or purposes of such unlawful

conspiracies or combinations.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee,
That it shall be a felony, punishable by from three years to twenty-one years

imprisonment in the penitentiary and by full judgment of infamy and

disqualification, for two or more persons to enter into any conspiracy or

combination, or to remain in any conspiracy or combination under any name

or upon any pretext whatsoever, to take human life, or engage in any act

reasonably calculating to cause loss of life, whether generally or of a class or

classes, or of any individual of individuals, or to inflict corporal punishment

or injury whether generally or upon a class or classes, or upon any individual

of individuals; or to burn or otherwise destroy property of to feloniously take

the same whether generally or of a class or classes, or of any individual of

individuals.
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Section 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be a felony, punished in like

manner as the offense described in the first Section of this Act, for any person,

either directly or indirectly to procure or encourage anyone to become or

remain a member of any such unlawful conspiracy or combination as is

described in the first Section of this Act; or for any person either directly or

indirectly to aid, abet, or encourage any person to engage or remain in such

conspiracies or combinations or to aid or abet in the accomplishment of any

purpose or end of such conspiracies or combinations.

Section 3. Be it further. enacted, That no person who. has been guilty of any

offense described in the two preceding Sections of this Act, shall be competent

to sit or serve on any grand or traverse jury, and it shall be the duty of the

court to carefully exclude all such persons from the juries, both grand and

petit; and when he shall be informed or shall have reason to suspect any

person presented as a juror, guilty of any of said offenses, he shall call

witnesses, if necessary, and examine fully into the truth of the charge; he shall

dismiss from the grand jury any person who has been selected and afterwards

shown to be implicated in any of said offenses.

Section 4. Be it further enacted, That the judges of the criminal and circuit

courts shall give this Act specially in charge to grand juries, and the grand

juries shall have inquisitorial power of the offenses herein declared.

Section 5. Be it further enacted, That indictments framed under this Act

shall not be held insufficient by reason of the general nature of the charges

preferred, or for embracing more than one of said offenses in the same

indictment.

Section 6. Be it further enacted, That this Act take effect from and after its

passage, the public welfare requiring it.
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