








was a hindrance as well as a help. In a county that had strong traditions of
extra-legal activities which had been allowed to run unchecked for over five
years, it was difficuit to find a juror who was not a former vigilé.nte or
otherwise already biased. As Jesse Atchley said when asked if William Wynn
was a whitecap, "most of the men in this county have been accused of that."55
Most of the men in the county also had an opinion about most of the cases
that they would hear as jurors. As a result, Mynatt was forced literally to
search the backwoods of Sevier County for prospective jurors.>® These jurors
were troublesome for thé new attorney general, because defense attorneys
could appeal to their sense of honor in many of the cases.

Although he was not a whitecap, the frial of William H. Gass is a good
example of the new tribulations of the law and order league. Gass had
murdered Henderson almost three years before, but his lawyers had
successfully kept the case out the court; and as a result it was the first murder
trial on the docket. Mpynatt, no doubt thinking this would be an easy
conviction (inasmuch as Gass confessed that he shot his victim) quickly
learned that most people in Sevier County either had an opinion about the
case or were related to someone involved in the trial. Over three hundred
prospective jurors were interviewed before the jury could be impanelled.
Despite the prosecutor's efforts to find a jury that would convict Gass, the

defendant was acquitted of the murder.57

555tate vs. Wynn, East Tennessee Supreme Court Case #1553 (1897).

56State vs. Wynn and Tipton, East Tennessee Supreme Court Case #
1537 (1898), typed transcript, Tennessee State Library and Archives, Nashville,
and [Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization, p. 136.

57Vindicator, 4 August 1897.
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Mynatt decided to try Tipton and Wynn for the murder of Laura
Whaley first, then of William. Catlett, it was decided, would bé tried as an
accessory, after the two whitecaps were convicted. The strength of the
prosecution’s case lay with the testimony of Lizzie Chandler, who shortly
after the crime had identified Wynn as her sister's murderer. She had spotted
Wynn walking along the street from an upstairs hotel room in Sevierville.
Davis had taken her there and had pbinted Wynn out to her. Wisely, the
attorney general kept the deputy from the trial to prevent the defense lawyers
from accusing him of coaching Chandler. Tipton's and Wynn's attorneys
focused their defense on discrediting Chandler by pointing out to the jury that
the witness was a divorcee and a convicted prostitute. They were
unsuccessful; Wynn was convicted of the murder of Laura Whaley, and a few
months later, both men were convicted of the murder of her husband.> 3_

To many Sevier Countians the conviction of Tipton and Wynn
répresented a victory for the law and order league, not justice. Except for the
testimony of Chandler, which many sﬁspected was coached, the rest.of the
evidence against the two men was circumstantial. Nevertheless, Mynatt's
closing remarks to the jury were so inflammatory, one of the defense lawyers
remarked in his closing arguments that "It is equal to convicting by mobs to -
find the defendants guilty."59 The notion that a new mob was running
Sevier County was confirmed in the minds of many when William Wynn.
challenged Sheriff Maples on the last day of his brother's second trial. The

lawman shot Wynn and then summoned deputies from surrounding

58State vs Wynn and Tipton, East Tennessee Supreme Court #1537
(1898).

S91bid.
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counties to protect him from whitecap reprisal.60 Arrested for the murder of
William Wynn, Maples stepped aside and let his deputy, Tom Davis, take

complete control of the sheriff's office.

60[Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization, p. 168.
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CHAPTER IV
"THE 'GOOD WORK OF REFORMATION' WILL CONTINUE"

For Tom Davis and the law and order league, the conviction of Tipton
and Wynn was an important hallmark not only in their battle against'
whitecapism but also in their growing influence within Sevier County. The
Knoxville newspapers, while sympathetic to E. M.- Wynn, the father of
William and Pleas, hailed the conviction of Tipton and Wynn and praised
Davis for his active role in the case. Even the Vindicator grudgingly
acknowledged the law and order league's growing influence and admitted
that Judge Nelson and Attorney General Mynatt had helped the county with
its vigorous clearing of the docket.!

Many Sevier Countians wondered, hdwever, what would become of
Bob Catlett, the man who was accused of hiring Tipton and Wynn to murder
the Whaleys. Would Davis, who had destroyed the Wynn family in his zeal
to defeat the whitecaps, pursue the county's richest man with the same vigor?
More important, many were concerned that the law and order league was
becoming a gang which, like the whitecaps before them, manipulated county
government to serve its own purpose. This apprehension was further
confirmed four months later when Davis was elected sheriff by a narrow
margin of 74 votes, the first Democrat to win the office since the Civil War.2

Like the Blue Bills, some law and order league members had joined to escape

lvindicator, 4 August 1897.

2Knoxville Journal and Tribune, 5 August 1898; and [Davis], The
White-Caps: A History of the Organization (Knoxville, TN: Bean, Warters &
Gaut, 1899), pp. 62-67.

88



punishment at the hands of the whitecaps. During the months, that followed
the trial some of these members began to break the law with impunity. And
although they were arrested and jailed, these criminals were considered by
Montgomery and others to be indicative of the moral turpitude of the entire
law and order league. More important, Davis' followers used "Boodle and
Deception to Win the Race for 'Taum' at the polls, despite the fact the
candidate had called for a clean election.3 Members of the law and order
league were also not above using physical coercion to protect their candidate,
and several of Davis's supporters waylaid and assaulted R. H. Shields, Davis's
rivai, on election day after accusing him of being a whitecap.4

William Montgomery, editor of the Vindicator, reporting the assault
on Shields, was also quick to point out the different ways the new sheriff
treated prisoners who were his friends, as opposed to those who were his
enemies. Shields' assailant was kept in Sevierville's jail under a light guaréi;
but Davis's enemies, on the other hand, were often carted off to the city
prison in Knoxville while a special armed guard of deputies from
surrounding counties would patrol Sevierville to quell any "whitecap" mob

that might rise in protest.

3Vindicator, 10 August 1898. Davis was probably well aware of the
efforts in his behalf. Years later his daughters would remember their uncle,
who managed Davis' campaign, joke that each vote had cost a silver dollar
and a shot of whiskey on election day. Interview with Nona A. Davis,
Knoxville, Tennessee, 10 July 1987.

4Vindicator, 10 August 1898. Actually Davis, perhaps because of
several unsuccessful attempts on his life, looked upon any criticism of his
work as an endorsement of his enemies. In his eyes, the editor William
Montgomery was a whitecap, although it is obvious that the newspaperman
disliked the vigilantes with a fervor equal to Davis. Interview with Nona

Davis.
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While Davis continued to warn his allies about possible whitecap
retaliation, in fact, by the time of the second Tipton and Wynn trial,
whitecapping had ceased in Sevier County. Soon after the arrest of Tipton,
Catlett, and Wynn, the whitecaps became very active threatening potential
witnesses to the trial and succeeded in driving some Sevier Countians out of
the c:ounty.6 Davis, himself, had several attempts on his life;” as time went
on, however, whitecapping stopped for two possible reasons. First was the
shift in public opinion within Sevier County towards the night riders.
Whereas before, Sevier Countians had been willing to overlook the criminal
excesses, because the victims were often considered to be bad characters
themselves, the murder of the young mother and her ill husband in the
name of whitecap honor was unacceptable. The second reason that night
riding stopped was that Catlett and the other whitecap leaders probably
realized, once they could no longer intimidate witnesses, to continue
supporting the night riders would only prejudice the community and
eventually the jury against them. As a result, most extra-legal activities
within the county ceased.8 |

Not surprisingly, many Sevier Countians blamed Knoxville for the
continuing success of the law and order league and increasingly resented the

influence of Knoxville upon their affairs. In July 1898, W. H. Thomas, a

SVindicator, 10 August 1898.
6Knoxville Journal, 27 January 1897.
7Tbid., 19 March 1897.

8Vindicator did report, however, that five young women from the
northern part of the county did whip a young man who had made some
vulgar remarks about them. See Vindicator, 4 August 1897.
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teamster from Sevierville, was robbed and killed in Knoxville in broad
daylight by an interracial gang. Montgomery described the crime as a
"Horrible Murder in the Law and Order County of Knox" and calied the
Knoxville newspapers' accounts of the crime "in keeping with its past acts
and course in slandering the people of Sevier county." Bitter about the
murder, Thomas's partner, Pink Maples, expressed his anger at the new road
which tied Sevier County closer to Knoxville and had carried his friend to his
death.?  Ironically, as a Sevierville merchant as well as owner of a
transportation company, Maples no doubt had supported the building of the
road; now, however, like other Sevier Countians, he regretted the effect that .
Knoxville's proximity had on his life.

As the animosity of Sevier Countians towards the law and order league
and the "inflooncers" from Knoxville continued to increase, Bob Catlett came
to trial, but not in Sevierville. Catlett's lawyefs petitioned Judge Nelson for a
change of venue and successfully argued that their client was too notorious to
get an impaftial jury in Sevier County. N elson concurred, no doubt
remembering the trouble that the state had had seating a jury for Tipton and
Wynn, and therefore ordered the case to be tried in Morristown—in the court
of Judge Hicks. Ironically, this was one of Nelson's last acts as a judge in
Sevierville, because the state legislature reorganized the courts in East
Tennessee again and eliminated the Knoxville Criminal Court and movéd
Sevier County into a new judicial circuit. In frustration Montgomery
rhetorically asked readers when would Sevier Countians have a hand in their

own affairs.10

 Vindicator, 20 July and 27 July 1898.
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Bob Catlett's trial, opening on 6 February 1899, more than two years
after the murder of the Whaleys, lasted one week. Among the prosecution's
witnesses were Tipton and Wynn, who testified against their former leader.
Catlett's lawyers had tried to delay the trial until after the two men were
executed but Tipton and Wynn had received reprieves in order to appear at
the trial. Despite their testimony and that of others, the jury were unable to
agree about Catlett's guilt and consequently the case was declared a mistrial.1l

Needless to say both the law and order league and its critics were
angered by the the trial's outcome. Davis suggested to a Knoxville newspaper
that jurors had been bribed or coerced, although a survey of the jurors
showed that most had thought that fhe state had failed to make its case.
Mohtgomery agreed with the sheriff: "It looks like the man of wealth and
influence who incited the hellish deed of killing the Whaleys will escape
while the poor wretches who were duped into doing his dirty work will have
to suffer."12

As Sevier Countians waited for the second trial of the man whom they
th_ought was responsible for the Whaleys' murder, Montgomery moved to
undermine the people whom he considered responsible for stealing Sevier
County's autonomy. In an editorial before the first trial, the newspaperman
had told his readers that their complacent attitudes were the cause of their
loss of power. "The péople pay the freight and as long as they submit to being

outraged and robbed by political vampires, the 'good work of reformation’

101bid., 15 June 1898.
11[Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization, pp. 199-217.

12vindicator, 15 February 1899.
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will continue."13 As a result Montgomery became increasingly critical of
Davis's performancé as sheriff, because he considered the lawman to be the
linchpin of foreign influence in Sevier County.

For example, Davis spent large amounts of time in Knoxville and
Nashville consulting with allies and trying to block efforts to have Tipton's
and Wynn's death sentence commuted. Montgomery taunted Davis for his
efforts to insure the execution of Tipton and Wynn and suggested to his
readers that by spending so much time away from Sevier County, the sheriff
had abandoned his office. Davis's supposed negligence would be an
important factor in the second trial of Bob Catlett.

The state had planned to prosecute Catlett during the last week of May
and had successfully gotten a second reprieve for Tipton and Wynn, so that
the two doomed men coﬁld testify again. On the first day of the trial,
however, Attorney General Henderson announced that he did not believe
that the state had sufficient evidence to comﬁct the defendant and asked for a
delay. Judge Hicks rejected the state's request and in a surprise move
dismissed the charges against Catlett. Before a new warrant could be served
upon Catlett, he escaped.

Davis was away from the courtroom, perhaps at the suggestion of the
attorney general, and as a result received most of the blame in Sevier County
for what Montgomery called a "miscarriage of justice."l14 In a front-page
editorial, Montgomery accused Davis of profiting by the Whaleys' deaths and

demanded to know why the sheriff had pushed so hard for the conviction

131bid., 7 December 1898.

141bid., 31 May 1899.
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and execution of Tipton and Wynn, but had allowed Catlett to escape.
Clearly, wrote th'e editor, Catlett was hiding until sometime after the
execution of his former henchmen so as to prevent them from testifying
against him. It was important, therfore, to rearrest the whitecap leader
quickly. "[Is] Bob evading Tom or Tom evading Bob," Montgomery queried.
"An indignant people await an explanation[.]"15

Although he never answered where he was when Catlett escaped,
Davis responded to his critics a short time later by releasing a small book
entitled, The White-Caps: A History of the Organization in Sevier County. In
the book, Davis listed some of the worst whitecap activities and explained his
efforts in the suppression of the night riders. The sheriff, according to his
publisher, had "restored good order and re-established the supremacy of the
law in the good county of Sevier."16 Interestingly, Davis never mentioned
the law and order league, but instead aligned his efforts with the Blue Bills,
who had represented an effort by Sevier Countians to solve their own
problems.

With Catlett in hiding, Davis was able to push successfully for the
execution of Tipton and Wynn. As the 5 July 1899 date of their execution
appfoached, the prisoners' fates were sealed when Governor Benton
McMillin announced that there would be no more reprieves.l7 On the day
before the execution, the two men were escorted by Davis and a large group of

deputies from the Knoxville city prison to the jail in Sevierville, where a

- 151bid., 7 June 1899.
16[Davis], The White-Caps: A History of the Organization, p. 7.
17Vindicator, 28 June 1899.
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scaffold had been built. Ironically, Tipton, who was a carpenter by trade, had
helped build the fence surrounding the gallows.18

Davis lexpgcted trouble and a large crowd did gather to watch the double
execution; but to the amazement of observers, the crowd remained peaceable
through the day. As noon, the hour of their execution approached, the sheriff
-surprised reporters by allowing his prisoners an extra hour with their wives.
Then Davis ordered the men out onto the gallows where, after allowing his
prisoners an opportunity to make a last statement and. say farewell to their
wives, Tipton and Wynn were hanged. One reporter remarked that he was
surprised that Davis did not open the trap himself.19

Throughout the state, newspapers carried the story of the execution. In
Memphis, Tipton's and Wynn's crime was called "one of the worst in the
history of whitecapism.” In Nashville, the Banner proclaimed that with the
execution "The Whaleys are Avenged." In Knoxville, the double hanging
was considered instructive. "Their fate," wrote the editor of the Sentinel,
"offers a solemn warning to other whitecaps in Sevier county. It will be a
wholesome lesson we believe." The editor of the Journal echoed the same
sentiments. "Yield strict obedience to the law, that is the lesson."20 In
Sevierville, however, coverage of the execution was subdued by the effect the

hanging had on the community. Even "Fido" at the Sevierville Star did not

18Knoxville Journal, 5 July 1899.

19Vindicator, 5 July and 12 July 1899, Knoxville Journal 4 July and 5
July 1899, and Chattanooga Daily Times, 6 July 1899.

20Memphis Commercial Appeal, 6 July 1899: Nashville Banner, 5 July
1899; Knoxville Sentinel, 6 July 1899; and Knoxville Journal, 7 July 1899.
Reports of the execution reached as far north as New York city; see, New York
Tribune 4 July 1899.
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call the hanging a victory for law and order. Montgomery told his readers
that the community would not profit by the death of Tipton and Wynn until
Catlett was punished too: "If it can be shown that the rich as well as the poor
must obey the law, it will be well for the county."21
For Davis, the execution of Tipton and Wynn was at best a phyrric
victory. Unable to capture Catlett, he quickly lost support within both Sevier
and Knox counties. The old whitecap fighter did not even enter the sheriff's
race the following year. The race was won by R. H. Shields, Davis's opponent
in the 1898 race. Montgomery hailed Shields' election as an important
victory for the county in its effort to regain autonomy, and congratulated the
candidate who had run against both Maples and Davis for his tenacity.22
Davis and other members soon left Sevier County to seek better fortunes
“elsewhere.
In October 1900, Bob Catlett was seen in Knoxville for the first time
since his second trial. The Knoxville Journal and Tribune reported the
sighting and suggested that the old whitecap leader would soon surrender,
now that the furor over his crime had died down. Montgomery quickly
- retorted that people in Sevier County had known for months that Catlett was
hiding in his home, and once again blasted Knoxvillians for meddling in the
affairs of Sevier County. The editor wrote that had the law and order league
and its Knoxville allies done their job, Catlett would be hanged and Tipton
and Wynn would be serving a life sentence. Now, however, Sevier County

ruled its own affairs. "The Knoxville papers have lost their 'infloonce' and

215evierville Star, 7 July 1899, Vindicator, 5 July and 12 July 1899.

22V indicator, 8 August 1900.
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the ex-republican exoffice holders are out of office, Bob Catlett will not come
back to Sevier county to either live or die."23 |

Montgomery, as it turned out, was doubly wrong. Catlett remained in
Sevier County the rest of his long life , and, although tried again, was never
convicted for his role in the Whaley murders.24 Nor would Sevier
Countians ever be free of Knoxville "infloonce" and enjoy the autonomy and
independence that they had had during their early history. Montgomery,
himself, acknowledged the difference two years later when he chahged the
motto of the Vindicator to read: "Devoted to the Development of the
Various Resources of Sevier County."25

As in other rural counties throughout the South, the inhabitants of the
many small communities of Sevier County were affected by the hegemony of
nearby urban centers which controlled the new economic, social and political
systems of which they were a part. Because of the state's harsh efforts to
eradicate whitecapping, however, Sevier Countians were able to recognize
that the growth of Knoxville's influence was the result of their own loss of
autonomy and community. Not surprising, the history of the whitecaps
became an enduring source of shame for Sevier Countians.

In 1937, a Knoxville grocer and transplanted Sevier Countian named

Cas Walker reissued a bowdlerized edition of Tom Davis's book on the

231bid., 3 October 1900.

24Cas Walker, The Whitecaps of Sevier County: A Story of a Feud
Between the White Caps and the Blue Bills in Sevier County in the Great
Smoky Mountains (Knoxville, TN: Trent Publishing Company, 1974), p. 120.

25Vindicator, 27 August 1902.
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whitecaps.26 And while the the book sold well and in the open in Knoxville,
in Sevierville it was .discreetly sold behind the counter to interested readers.
In fact, one druggist, a newcomer, placed the book in his front window for his
customers' perusal. Within fifteen minutes, he was warned several times,
however, that if he did not want to replace the glass, he should remove the
book. The town's other druggist sold copies of the book wrapped in paper.27
As time passed, the stain on the honor of Sevier County did not fade.
 When the Davis book was reissued in 1963 under the name, Interment of the

White Caps, the editor, Marion R. Mangrum, wrote:

After almost three-quarters of a century, ... we still have the
remnant effects of the White Caps hovering over us like a ghost, or
curse. The effect of this condition is much like epidemic disease.
Those who know they have it—don't know how to get rid of it. Others
scatter it not realizing the adverse effects.

Newcomers to this area [Sevier County] settle in new homes
knowing nothing of the local customs. They expect to love and be
loved. Suddenly there is an unexplainable barrier between the
newcomer and the old Sevier County resident. Upon checking these
misunderstandings we discover many have been frightened by such
stories as: you'll end up getting whipped", or, "you had better be
careful—you'll get burned out", and in the higher locations a good one
is, "check your brake rods before you start down the mountain”, etc. A
little fright, even as a prank, is extremely dangerous. Many times the
ghost of the White Caps has spoiled what could have been good

relationships between neighbors.28

26Cas Walker, The White Caps of Sevier County: A Story of Women
and Kluxers in the Great Smokey Mountains (Knoxville, TN: S. B. Newman-
& Company, 1937). -Walker's book was revised and issued in 1974 under the
title The White Caps of Sevier County: A Story of a Feud Between the White
Caps and the Blue Bills in Sevier County in the Great Smoky Mountains.

27Knoxville Sentinel, 7 July 1937.
28Marion Mangrum, Interment of the White Caps (Maryville, TN:

Brazos Press, 1963), pp. vii - viii.
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Conversely, Knoxvillians and some Sevier Countians who left the
country-side recalled the suppression of the whitecaps with pride. In later
biographical sketches of Nelson, Mynatt, and Davis and other leaders of the
law and order league, their fight with the whitecaps became indicative of
their courage and their willingness to bring judical reform to Sevier
County.2® Because Davis linked his efforts with the Blue Bills, this group of
unsuccessful vigilantes gained more prestige with transplanted Sevier
Countians in passing years than they had had before in their own time. Cas
Walker proudly bragged that his father was a fearless Blue Bill who had
planted dynamite charges in his yard to blow up any whitecap raid against
him or his family.30

Similarly, in the summer of 1949, J. Victor Henderson, the son of Dr. J.
A. Henderson, foiled a robbery attempt of a Knoxville bank by pulling a
revolver and chasing the robber down Clinch Avenue. Henderson was able
to fire two shots but the felon eluded him unscathed. Later a friend boasted to
newspaper reporters that Henderson's family had a tradition of deterring
crime and recounted the exploits of the old Blue Bill leader.3!

Even todéy some Sevier Countians refused to talk about this dark
chapter in their county's history and as a result the whitecaps continue to
divide Sevier County. Recently, the county historian successfully threatened
to withdraw her support and efforts from a county history if any mention was

made of the whitecaps. While doing interviews for this thesis, subjects

29For example see, Knoxvflle Sentinel, 2 June 1929.

30Walker, The Whitecaps of Sevier County: A Story of a Feud, pp. 28-
31.

31Knoxville Journal, 17 July 1949
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regularly warned the author that people in Sevier County do not want to talk
about the whitecaf)s. One such person referred to the whitecaps as "poison.”
Herein is the irony of the whitecaps of Sevier County. The original
vigilantes banded together to protect and preserve their community honor,
but, their efforts came too late. By the 1890s, Sevier Countians already
participated in a social, political, and economic system which had burdened
and destroyed traditional community within the county. Freed from the
restraints of community, some people exploited traditional feelings towards
extra-legal violence to further their own position within the county. These
people were eventually opposed by another group who were willing to go
outside the county for help in their efforts to end the violence. Because of the
reform efforts of this second group, Sevier Countians were made aware of
their actual loss of autonomy and community. As a result, honor in Sevier
County was lost to the "good work of reformation,” and shame which was the

result of that loss endured.
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APPENDIX 1

1860 1870 1880 1890 1900

Horses 1,954 2,787 2,880 3,143 3925

at Cattle 6475 1 6014 7,940 6,864 11,485
Susine 22634 | 1308 | 19516 | 1700 | 22353
Sheep 7,657 9578 9471 6547 5,365
Wool, pounds of 14 475 16,109 19,314 15483 16,140
Wheat, bushels 62,374 63483 89499 108,286 128,220
Indian Corn, bushels of 449,133 260,214 439,885 | 594,352 586,900
Qats, bushels of 26,115 42460 53274 92,799 34,510
Hay, tons of 2246 2315 2,584 7824 10,764
Irish Potatoes, bushels of 11,395 9,005 9,526 25816 16,382
Sweet Potatoes, bushels of 22,050 7308 13,770 21.846 26,133
Peas and Beans, bushels of 3,519 81 4,958 1,501 13.007
Tobacco, pounds of 13,756 13,997 9.819 32,360 47,140
Ginned Cotton, bales of 26 6 6 — 7
Silk Cocoons, pounds of 10 — — — —
Rice, pounds of 2003 — — — —
Flax, pounds of 3,262 — — — —
Honev, pounds of 14,888 200 35,147 39,041 42,530
Maple Syrup, gallons of 38,455 — 5 — 2
Sorghum Molasses, gallons of — 545 35,146 49 547 44976

Figure A-1. Selected Agricultural Statistics for Sevier County, Tennessee,
Taken from the 1860, 1870, 1880, 1890, and 1900 Census.
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APPENDIX IT
The White Cap Bill Passed by the Tennessee State Legislature, March 1897

Although the term "whitecap" is not used in the text the following bill,
introduced in the fiftieth general assembly by state senator John C Houk, was
popularly known as the whitecap bill. The bill was passed on March 22, 1897

and signed into law by Robert L. Taylor two days later.

Senate Bill No. 368

AN ACT to prevent and punish the formation or continuance of conspiracies
and combinations of persons for certain unlawful purposes, and to
declare the punishment and the methods of inflicting it, and the
disqualifaction of persons who shall become or remain members of
such conspiracies and combinations; and of persons who shall directly
of indirectly encourage or procure others to become or remain
members thereof; and of persons who shall directly or indirectly aid,
abet or encourage any of the schemes or purposes of such unlawful
conspiracies or combinations.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Tenmessee,
That it shall be a felony, punishable by from three years to twenty-one years
imprisonment in the penitentiary and by full judgment of infamy and
disqualification, for two or more persons to enter into any conspiracy or
combination, or to remain in any conspiracy or combination under any name
or upon any pretext whatsoever, to take human life, or engage in any act
reasonably calculating to cause loss of life, whether generally or of a class or
classes, or of any individual of individuals, or to inflict corporal punishment
or injury whether generally or upon a class or classes, or .upon any individual
of individuals; or to burn or otherwise destroy property of to feloniously take
the same whether generally or of a class or classes, or of any individual of
individuals.
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Section 2. Be it further enacted, That it shall be a felony, punished in like
manner as the offense described in the first Section of this Act, for any person,
either directly or indirectly to procure or encourage any one to become or
remain a member of any such unlawful conspiracy or combination as is
described in the first Section of this Act; or for any person either directly or
indirectly to aid, abet, or encourage any person to engage or remain in such
conspiracies or combinations or to aid or abet in the accomplishment of any
purpose or end of such conspiracies or combinations.

Section 3. Be it further enacted, That no person who.has been guilty of any
offense described in the two preceding Sections of this Act, shall be competent
to sit or serve on any grand or traverse jury, and it shall be the duty of the
court to carefully exclude all such persons from the juries, both grand and
petit; and when he shall be informed or shall have reason to suspect any
person presented as a juror, guilty of any of said offenses, he shall call
witnesses, if necessary, and examine fully into the truth of the charge; he shall
dismiss from the grand jury any person who has been selected and afterwards
shown to be implicated in any of said offenses.

Section 4. Be it further enacted, That the judges of the criminal and circuit
courts shall give this Act specially in charge to grand juries, and the grand
juries shall have inquisitorial power of the offenses herein declared.

Section 5. Be it further enacted, That indictments framed under this Act
shall not be held insufficient by reason of the general nature of the charges
preferred, or for embracing more than one of said offenses in the same

indictment.

Section 6. Be it further enacted, That this Act take effect from and after its
passage, the public welfare requiring it.
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