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SOC IAL TRENDS IN SULL IVAN COUNTY , TENNESSEE 

CHAPTER I 

Orientation 

Purpose of Study. The purp o se of thi s s tudy i s  to 

indi c ate some of the more i� portant trends in Sull ivan 

County, largely within the last thirty ye ars. 

Wh erever it has been difficult to get informat ion 

indicating trends then it has been nece s s ary to pres ent 

conditi ons wi thout adequate foundat ional information to in-

di cate trends . 

Te chnique of S tudy . The the sis i s  largely docu­

mentary in nature . The que stionn aire techn ique was used in 

the chapter on r ecre ation .  Ob servation ,  within th e  writer ' s  

li£ e  time , has flavored the subje ct-matter to s ome degree ,  

because he has lived and w orked with the people of Sull ivan 

County for s ome years. 

H is tori cal Retrospe ct . Sull ivan Coun ty, the s e cond 

county form ed in Tenn es s e e ,  was cre ated by the State of 

Nar th Carolina in 1779 , after a su rvey had shown that the 

territory was in Tennes see and not in Virginia as had b een 

prev ious ly thought. The county was s ignificantly nrun ed for 

General John Su ll ivan . 1 Regarding "first" s e ttlements Moore 

and Foster say :  

1 

"The claim is  made by the people of Sullivan that 
the firs t  perm anent s ettlemen� in what is no� Tenne sse 

Mo ore , Jobri T-., and Fos ter , Aus tin P. , Tenne ss ee The Volun­
teer State , V ol. 1 ,  Nashv ille ,  The s. J. Cl ark Pub. C o . ,  
1923, p. S36 . 

1 



were made by John and Thomas Sharpe in 1765 , who 
located in Holston Valley and soon thereafter 
Joseph Martin ,_ who had been with Dr . Thomas Walker 
on his early pa�hfinding expedition, made his home 
near Kingsport .' 

2 

Blountville , a town of one thousand, the county 

seat, is the second oldest town in the s tate ,  be ing only 

two years younger than Jonesboro, in Washington C ounty . 
3 

Taylor contends that the first church to be erected on 

Tennessee soil, was located near Gunnings , about four 

miles west of Blountville, and was known as the "Taylor. 

Meet in ' House" . The old Netherland Hotel, at Kingsport, 

which sheltered and entertained many noted persons , among 

them Andrew Jackson, prior to the Civil War , is  still 

s tanding . Too, there are the reput ed trails of Daniel 

Boone and other pioneers , Indian graves and battle grounds 

and the old Cobb home , where William Blount resided as · 

governor of the Territory South of the Ohio,  may now be 

s een a t  Piney Flats . It has been established that the men of 

King ' s Mountain us ed the Devault ' s  Ford near the mouth of 

Muddy Creek in cros sing the Holston River on the ir.way to 

the bat tle . 4 

Immedia tely after the formati on of Washington 

County, wh ich was a t  that t ime all of what i s  now Tennessee , 

2 Ibid, p .  837 . 
3 Taylor, Oliver, His toric Sullivan, Bristol,  Tennessee ,  

King Printing Co . ,  19091 p .  176 . 
4 �� pp . 321-322 . 



Figure 1. The Old Netherland Inn. 



a land office was provided for the County, and each family 

head was permitted to take up for himself 640 acres of 

land, an addi ti onal 100 acres f or his wi fe, and 100 acres 

for each of his children . The ease and low cos t  which 
. 

land could . b e  acquired, led many poor men westward, for 

without a dollar a man could become a large landholder, 

creating independency for himself and family. "The se men 

brought no wealth, but they did bring wh.a·t was of more 

value --·industry, frugali ty , hardihood, courage , economy 

and s e.lf-reliance . "5 

Topography and the Soils . The valley topography 

ranges from gently rolling to hi�ly . Some of the ridge s 

may be clas sed as small mountains or "knobs" . One in the 

east port ion of the C ounty is known as Holston Mountain 

and in the west end of the County i s  Bay's Mountain . The 

mountains or ridges run north, eas t and southwes t. 

4 

The limestone s oil is usually deep; in color, 

red-brown or gray, and in texture , a loam, . usually naturally 

fertile . Shale, s o  common in the steep lands , produces soils 

which are thin, yell ow and clayey, and of no great agricult­

ural value . There is a type of s oil known as chert which is 

poor in plant food, but well suit ed to orchards and small 

fruits .  The alluvial·s oils are the mos t  fertile of the 

C ounty . 

5 Goodspeed History of Tennessee,  �ashvill e ;  The Goodspeed 
. Publishing Co . ,  1887, p .  126 . 
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Size in Area and Population . Sullivan County, 

which j oins Johnson ,  the extreme eastern tip o� the State 

o� Tenne ssee , has an area o� 436 square miles . There has 

been a gain in populati on o� 41 per cent �rom 1920 to 1930 

and 82 per cent �rom 1910 to  1930. 0� the total population, 

1930, only 3 . 5 per cent was colored. 

It is interesting to note that the populat ion o� 

the County is nearly equally divided between rural and urban, 

23, 919 urban and 27, 168 rural or 46 .8 per cent urban and 

53 .2 per cent rural . (See F.i�re 2 ) The urban population 

�or the State is 34 .3 per cent, and �or the United States 

56 .2 per cent . On the basis o� comparisons Sullivan 

C ounty is 12 . 5 more urban than the State and 9 .4 per cent 

less urban than the Uni ted States. 

Figures 3 and 4 show the comparative size 

o� Sullivan County �amilies w ith those  o� Washington and 

Johns on Co�ties , while Table l compare s the size o� 

�amilies in adjoining countie s. 

The two principal �ities o� the C ounty are Kings ­

port and Bristol . Kingsport with a population of l l , 914 , 

within the corporation ,  in 1930 is located in the western 

part o� the County, and exempli�ies a modern planned 

industrial city . Bristol with a popul at i on o� 12 , 005 is in 

the eastern part of the  County on the Virginia state line. 

This city has an additional population o� 8,840 on the 

Virginia side . It is chie�ly a merchantile and trading 
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TABLE I. COMPARISON OF FAMILIES IN SIZE, SUL JIVAN AND .ADJOINING COUNTIR:i, 1930 

s1ze In 
narsons Sulli.Te.n Ca rter _ Rawld.na J"oh�9:Q. G;r�ene \'fe.shington 

• .? ' - l'� ---per - · Per -Per- - � --� l'e.r 'Pe:r · 
No. cent No. cent No. cen t No. cent No. cent No. cent 

1 359 3.36 �12 3.03 210 4.01 82 3.34 321 4.24 410 4.24 

2 1,815 16.53 841 14.50 891 17.02 371 15.13 1,233 16.30 1,769 18.28 

3 2.134 19.43 952 16.41 977 18.66 386 15.74 1,381 18.26 �,928 19.91 

4 2,038 18.56 955 16.45 844 16.12 379 15.46 1,319 17.44 1,738 17.96 

5 1,531 13.94 818 14.10 760 14.52 338 13.78 1.087 14.37 1,333 13.77 

6 1,210 11.02 656 11.31 552 10.54 287 11.71 792 10.47 997 10.30 

7 790 7.19 505 8.71 339 7.62 241 9.83 594 7.85 561 6.83 

8 476 4.33 384 6.62 260 4.97 155 6.32 372 4.92 393 4.06 

9 334 3.04 220 3.79 171 3.27 95 3.87 239 3.16 230 2.38 

10 153 1.39 129 2.22 98 1.87 74 3.02 129 1.70 118 1.22 

11 '10 .64 80 1.38 39 . 75 24 .98 61 .81 52 .54 

a 62 .5'1 49 .85 34 .65 20 !88 36 .48 49 .51 ' ' ' 

Total 10982 5801 5235 245! 7564 96'18 

Adapted from, Fifteenth Ce nsus of the United States, 1930. 

� 
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center f or rural peoples . 

TABLE II. POPULATI ON CHANGES IN S ULLIVAN6AND 
ADJOI NING C OUNTIES, 1890-1930 . . 

Co untz 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 

Sullivan 20 , 879 24 , 935 23 , 120 36, 259 51, 087 

Hawkins 22, 246 24 , 267 23 , 587 22, 918 24 , 117 

Greene 26 , 614 30 , 596 31 , 083 32, 824 35 , 119 

Jo hnson 8 , 858 10 , 589 13, 191 12, 230 12, 209 

Carter 13, 839 16, 688 19 , 383 21 , 448 29 , 223 

Washington 20 , 354 22, 604 28 , 968 34 , 052 45 , 805 

TABLE III • MARITAL CONDITIONS OF SULLIVAN COUNTY, CO:Mw 
PARED wr;H MADISON CO UNTY AND TE NNESSEE AS 
A WHOLE 

Per Per Per 
Sullivan Cent Madis on Cent Stat e  Cent 

Males fift een 
years and ov er 16, 371 17, 148 862, 409 

Single 5 , 369 32 . 79 5 , 070 29 . 57 270 , 671 31 . 39 

Married 10, 332 63 . 11 11 , 075 64 . 58 541 , 796 62 . 82 

Wido wed 574 3 . 51 882 5 . 14 41, 673 4 . 83 

Divorced 9 6  . 59 121 . 71 8 , 269 . 9 6  

Total 16, 371 100 17., 148 100 862, 409 100 

6 Fifteenth Census of the Unit ed States , 1930 and for 1890 
and 1900, the TWelfth Census Of the United St ates, 1900 . 

7 Adjusted and Adapted from the Fifteenth Census of the 
Unit ed States , 1930 , Po pulation; Tennes s ee, Vo l . II I. 



TABLE III . ( cont inued ) MARITAL CONDIT IONS OF SULL IVAN 
COUNTY , COMPARED WITH MADI SON C OUNTY AND 
TENNESSEE AS A WHOLE 

Per Per 

11 

Per 
Sullivan Cent Madi s on Cent State Cent 

Female s fifteen 
ye ars and over 16, 919 18 , 142 881 , 202 

Single 4 ,740 28 . 02 4; 234 23.39 218,534 24.8 0 

M arried 10 , 395 61.44 11;117 61. 78 543 , 405 61 . 67 

Widowed 1 , 61 6  9 . 55 2 , 533 13 . 9 6 106, 237 12 .05 

Divor ced 168 . 99 249 1.37 13�,026 1 . 48 

Population 51 , 059 100 51 , 087 100 100 

Fami ly l ife in Sullivan C ounty is apparently 

pre tty stable .· �is fact i s  brough t out in Table III whi ch 

compare s th e marital condition of Sullivan C ounty, Madison 

County, a rural county and the State. 

Madi s on and Sullivan have ab out the s ame popu­

lation ye t Sullivan County only had 574 widowed· m ales 

compared to Madi son 882 and 96 divorced male s as c ompared 

with Madi s on ' s 121 . Proportionably more of Madi s on C ounty ' s 

female populati·on was widowed and divorced than i s  true of 

Sullivan . Sullivan falls below th e Stat e average in the 

per cent of p ersons divorced . 
B 

Mr . Allred has pointed out th at the rural 

population in thi s county i s  increasing near th e indus trial 

� Allr ed , Charles E ., E ffects of Indus trial Development 
on Rural Life in Sullivan County; The University 
of Tenn essee Record Ext ensi on Series Knoxville ,  
May 1928 , p . 9-13. 



centers whereas , on the other hand , it i s  decreasing in 

areas that are furthere st from the manufacturing areas . 

Mr . Allred further points out that t� e pe ople who move 

near town ar e of three groups : ( a )  tho s e  coming in from 

marginal areas to 11b abyu farms where they w ill be ne ar 

the local market ;  ( b )  those coming in with the intention 

of doing tru ck-farming while s ome of the members of the· 

family work in the fact ori e s ,  and ( c )  tho se who mov e from 

the city to ne arby farms . 

Populati on change s from 1910 to 1920 in fourteen 

count ies of Tenne. s see,  ranked in order of value added by 

manufacturing in 1919 showed that Sullivan County ranked 

s ixth while Hawkins , an adj oining county, ranked s ixty­

fourth . 

County Gov ernm ent . As shown in Figure 4, 

the stru ctur e of government of Sullivan County is  much 

the s ame as that of other Tenne ss ee counties . S ims11 

makes the following s tatemen t converning the general 

stru cture of county gov ernment of Tennessee : 

11All of the evils of county gov ernm ent pi ctured 
by writers in the last quarter of a century 
seem to have centered in Tenne s s e e . Here one 
finds an ob s olete sy s tem inheri ted from colonial 
North Carol ina , whi ch in turn rece iv ed it from 
England . The Tennessee county , therefore , 
resembles in many respects the English county of 
the time of Columbu s ." 

9 S ims , Carlton c., C ounty Gov ernment in Tenne ssee, 
Ann Arbor , Michigan , Edw ard Brothers , 1932, p .l88 . 

12 



By Chancery Division 

2 yr. Term 

Sup't. of 
Education 

Salary 

THE VOTERS 

By Jpdici&r7 Circuit By County 

2 yr. Term 

Higbway 

Commissioner 

Salary 

2 yr. Term 8 yr. Term 8 yr. Term 

Tu Assessor County Judge 

Salary . Salary 

1 yr. Term 

School Probation 

Officer 
Salary 

County Attorney 

Salary 

1 yr. Term 

Clerk For 

Judge 
Salary 

<7r ,;.. <::) Constitutional 

� Legislati e 

By Civil District 

2 yr. Term 

7 County Board 

of Education 

Appointed 

1 yr. Term 

Poor House 

Commission 

No salary 

Poor Rouse 

Sup1t. 

Salary 

County 
Agent 

Salary 

48 
Justices 

County 

Court 

H0111e Dem. 
Agent 

Salary 

12 a 

1 yr. Term 

Health Director 

Salary 

County 
Peysician 

Sala17 

Staft 

Sala17 

'1' 



CHAPTER II 

PUBLIC HEALTH TRENDS AND TRENDS 
IN MORTALITY IN SULLIVAN COUNTY 

Historical Explanation. For many decades the 

heal th and sanitary conditions of the South received 

less consideration in other sections of the country, how­

ever, within the last decade public health work in general, 

and particularly Public Health Organization, in the southern 

states has advanced at an amazing pace. Tennessee has been 

well to the front in this advancement. The fact remains, 

however, that public health work in Tennessee only a few 

years ago consisted largely of control of epidemic and in-

factious diseases . 

As indicated in Table IV 1 the movement to im­

prove local health conditions by the organization of county 

units of Public Health was fortunately started in Tennessee 

before the peak of the depression was reached and when 

people were clamoring for lower tax rates, and were striving 

to eliminate every possible expense. People, especially the 

remote rural people, were skeptical of the control measures 

whiCh �blic health measures necessarily.involve. Many 

parents were unwilling to have their children vaccinated, 

and in some cases it was held that physical examinations, 

by the connty physician, were unnecessary, and constituted 

just another " new frill" .  

In the face of acknowledged bad health conditions, 

13 



TABLE IV . 

Year 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

14 

PROGRESS IN FULL TIME LO CAL HEALTH SERVICE 
IN TENNESS EE BY CALENDER YEARS 

Number of Counties 
Having Health 
Service 

1* 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

14 

17 

23** 

28 

35 

37 

37 

38 

40 

40 

42 

* Blount County was the first county to establish a 

health unit. 

** Sullivan County established a health unit in this year . 

1 State 



and poor public hea lth facilitie s ,  steps for the es tablish­

ment of a County Health Unit in Sullivan Coun ty we re under­

taken in 1926 by progres sive individuals in the county, who 

recognized the impor tance of taking advantage of the subs idy 

offered by the State Health Department , whos e pol i cy was to 

decentraliz e the funds available f or the promotion of publi c  

he alth by giving assis tance t o  such counties as de sired to 

raise the l evel of he alth services within their b orders . 

15 

The C ounty C ourt and the c ities  of Bristol and Kingsport made 

appropriations in January 1928 . This was the first active 

step toward providing for fa cil i ties whi ch would in turn 

educate the people to he alth needs and problems an d promote 

better heal th for the ci tizens of Sull ivan C ounty . In April 

of the s ame year, the S ullivan C ounty Health Department was 

organized .  The original pers onne l cons i s t ed of a health 

officer, one nurs e ,  one s anitary inspe ctor and one clerk. For 

a period of two years this personnel c arried on a generalized 

public health program, but t he  s taff proved insufficient t o  

adequately provide a reas ona bly good health s ervic e .  

comment:  

2 Dr . Moore , t he director , mru{e S the f ollowing 

"The problems at  the beginning were many . 
The people needed to be educ ated to the point 
where the nece s s ity of carrying out measures 
for the ir own prot ecti on would be cons idered 
de sirable . ' Rome was not bui lt in a day.' 
This  was a pi oneer w ork ; haste w ould not at tain 
the des ired resul t s . We began to move slowly 
and built a firm foundation. The s t ructure 
developed on that founda ti on will , I think, 
survive the s torm." 

� Statement to the wri ter . 



• 

At the time of the organizati on of the health 

un i t ,  smallpox had reached epidemi c prop ortions in the 

C oun ty and was c os ting mu ch money .  Typhoid was al so un­

u su ally prevalen t, ( in 1931 the Tenne s s ee de ath rate from 

thi s disease was among the highe s t  in the United Stat es ) .  

Bacillary Dys ent ery ( flux ) r an rampant throughou t the 

16 

C ounty du ring the summ er month s ,  resul ting in an unu sually 

high infant ile mortal i ty . One of the worst cu rses t o  public 

health was the lack of sanitary methods of s ewage disposal 

in the thi ckly settl ed subu rban areas . Probably the be s t  

publ ic health safegu ards were to be f ound in the prote cted 

water su pplie s of the incorporated citie s ,  especially K ings­

p ort, Bri' s tol having a safe , bu t inadequ ate water supply 

du ring emergen cies . Particul arly through the efforts of the 

C ounty D epartmen t of Health; a new water sys tem is now being 

constru cted for Bristol . 

I t. shou ld be to the everlas ting credit of the 

medical and dental profe s s ions and hospitals in this County 

that in spite of the s tres s of condit ions brou ght upon th em 

by th e l owered economi c statu s of th e Coun ty (during th e 

depress ion ) ,  they hav e not neglected the heal th work . Sup-· 

port and cooperati on h ave be en, given by th e lo cal gov ern ing 

bodie s ,  the county c ou rt,  the governing boards 1n the cities 

of the c ounty, the school boards of the coun ty, civ i c  clubs 

and the Parent-Tea cher As s ociat ions . 

The trend in exp en di tures for Pub li c  He alth work, 

the s ou rce of funds and the number of personnel of the h e alth 



TABLE V. 

Fis cal Year 
July 1-June 

1928-29 

1929 -30 

1930-31 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

BUDGET, SO URCE AND ·sTAFF OF SULLIVAN 
COUNTY HEALTH UNIT � 

Amo unt of S ource of Number. on 
30  Bulget Funds Staff 

$10,000�00 Bristol , Kingsport 4 
C ounty an d State 

10,000. 00 " " " 4 

* 
22,000. 00 " II " 8 

24,000. 00 II " II 9 

22,222 . 00 II " II 9 

23,620. 00 II II II 10 

23,542. 00 " II " 10 

� Beg inning in 1931 the Commonwealth Fo undation a�de d  
in the support of the health unit . 

17 

3 Records in office of C o unty He .alth Unit , Blountville , 1935. 
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unit are indicated in Table v. 

Public Health Accomplishments and Trends in 

Mortality. I t . is  not easy t o  measure all the effects of 

a public health program, particularly public health educ­

ati on .  To judge the adequacy of , say,  a school health 

program for children, we would have to follow in re ality 

the children through the period of childhood, youth, adult­

hood and old age . 

Obs ervation is  an effe ctive t ool in evaluating 

health w ork . So, when, the public health officer s ees  ·un­

sanitary pr ivies dismanteled and sanitary privie s built as 

repl acement s, he has a real reason to speak of this change 

in me thods o f  s ewage dispos al as an accompli shment . 

The real thermometer f or measuring accomplishment 

in public health is  the death rate . This is concrete and 

become s a most effective uni t  of measurement • 

. Publi c  health programs in Sullivan C ounty may be 

traced through some of the measuremen ts which we have 

ment ioned above. 

As i s  shown on Table VI ,  mid-wives are s till 

used in Sullivan C ounty instead of phys icians at birth, 

however�he number is not alarming, neither is  it the common 

practice . It  is noted tha t the per cent of mid-wive s  used 

increases w�th . the remotenes s  of the district and the com­

munity. The per c ent of urbanizati on in Hawkins ( the 

control county ) is not as high as in Sull ivan, and it wi ll 

be noted, for example , that in 1928 Hawkins County had 400 



TABLE VI. A COMPARISON OF HA�lKINS .AND SULLIVAN COUNTIES' BIRTH ' AND DEATH RAT:ES, 1.927-1933 

BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Sullivan Hawkins 
�927 198? 

�.08 2.61 

Sullivan Hawkins Sullivan Hawkins 
�928 1928 l� 1935 

782 
21.7 

'4.4 

1.06 2.3 1.18 

465 
19.4 

Unde:r one month 39 10 45 13 �6 16 
Rate based on 1000 

total county popula-
t1-<m _l• 0:6 �a _ l.._�_a�-- -'�" �- _ • � 'l ., 6 

Uli«a:r C:me y&ar. 81 . 16 74 20 scs · 2f 
Rate based on 1000 

total county popula-
tion ____ _ -�-�· ___ 2 . 25 .70 2.0& ,87 ._ _ . '11 l.l2 

tlrl48Jt· fl:'l'e ·ytt«ri --1:15- · ]�5- - --�3- - · --· ·9 ---- ------ - B S4 
Rate based on 1000 

total county papula-
tion 3.28 1.09 2.58 1.57 . .9 1.42 

Statistics in County Health Office, Blountville, Tennessee, and 
Tennessee Vital Statistics, 1927, 1928 and 1933, Nashville, Tennessee Health 
Department 

..... 
<0 
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births , out of which 53 were att e nded by mid-wives ; while 

on the other hand, Sulliv an  in the same year had 782 bir ths , 

nearly twice as many, with only 38 attende d by mi d-wives . 

In a dditi on, however, to remotene ss there are two other 

chief contributing fact ors t o  mi d-wifery, namely, ( 1 ) econ­

omic reasons , it being le s s  expens ive t o  have a mid-wife 

than a physician , and ( 2) the fact that mi d-wifery is more 

or les s t radit i onal w i th s ome peo ple and families . ( Thi s i s  

more true with s ome f oreign r aces wh ich are segregate d in the 

larger cit ie s ,  as well as i s olate d pockets of populati on . ) 

In 1926, mi d-wive s a ttende d 5,946 or approximate ly 

10 per cen t of all births in t he state . There i s  no law 

regulating mi d-wifery except one which require s th at a 

solut i on of nitrate of s ilver be dropped in the eye s of the 

new born infant for the prevent ion 9f bl indne s s ,  and a law 

which r e quires that a certific ate of birth be  pr operly com­

pleted and f ile d w ith t he  local regis trar of v ital statistics ; 

hence the aim of the health officials of both s tate and 

county have b een to improve the practice of mi d-wifery and 

render it more effective . A short course con s i s ting of ten 

le s sons has b een pr epared by the State Health Department 

which covers the fundament als of cleanl ine s s ,  s imple delivery 

technique s ,  when to call for a doctor , pos t -natal care of 

mother an d  child, etc . One hundre d and twenty-three clas s e s  

have b een organized i n  the State and 1,322 mi d-wive s have 

comple ted the cours e .  Many mid-wives who were gros sly unfi t 

by reason of i gnorance , age and infirmity failed to �aulify 



and no longer engage in the practice . In Sullivan County 

the percentage of b irths delivered by mid-wives runs about 

5.0 per c ent whi ch is about 8 .0 per cent bel ow the rate for 

Hawkins County, the ne ighbor ing county . 
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There are no club s or spe cialized courses organ­

ized for th e mid-wives of the county, bu t the few (Dr . Moore , 

the director, says there are not more than f ourte en mid-wives) 

are contacted periodically by the nursing personnel  and are 

given instructi on in the proper meth ods of carrying out their 

work. This represents a re cent trend in heal th work in the 

county . 

I t  i s  impossible to apprais e the results of this 

work, it is obvious that some progress has b een made . The 

mid-wives present a more c leanly appearance; they seem to 

realiz e that the ir practice is being closely w atched and 

consequently are more carefUl . 

A rough indi cati on of the effec tiveness of the 

Sullivan County Health Unit may be  gained by comparing certain 

s ervices rendered by Sulliv an and Shelby C ounties . 

This c ompari son is made with the view of showing 

how Sullivan with comparative small t otal funds as indic ated 

below,  inclusive of extra state funds, ranks with Shelby 

with the highes t  local and extra state funds, endi ng June 30, 

1933 . The tot al expenses per county and p er capi ta popu­

l ation in 1933 was as follows: 

Countie s 

Shelby 

Sullivan 

Tot al funds ·expended 

$41, 196,00 

$23, 620 .00 

Per Capita 
E�petts e 

$0 .648 

$0 .435 



Table VII shows the comparative a ccompl ishments 

of the two health d epartments in 1933 . The table shows 

in general tha t the Su llivan County he al th un it has s om e­

what a more cred itab le re cord , on paper at le as t ,  th an has 

Sh elby Coun ty . 

Sullivan County is highly pleased w i th its school 

and child health w ork . 

is  indicated by Figures 

On ph as e of thi s  work is indic ated 

5 and 6 whi ch show the number 

and per cent of ch ildren who were enrolled in Blu e R ibbon 

Health Clubs du ring the s chool year 19 32-33 . It is noted 

that from 1930 to 19 35 the numb er of Blue Ribbon children 

increas ed from 164 in 19 30 to 6,000 in 1935 . 

The infant death rate flu c tu ates greatly from 
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ye ar to ye ar bu t T abl e V!II show s  in gener al a rapid decline 

in infant mort ality b e tween 1928 , the fi rst date became avail­

able in 19 34, t� is  decl ine bei ng fram 93 . 9  in 1928 t o  55 . 3 in 

19 34, per 1000 line births . 

As al so indicat ed in Table VI II , the great increas e 

in number of nu rsing v i sits and number of ch ildren exam ined 

without a doub t is greatly re sponsible f or the decr ease . 

During the f irst ye ar of the health unit only 1, 586 childr en 

were examined and 9 6  vi sits wer e made , while in 1934 , 4 , 923 

chi ldren w er e  exam ined and 2,089 v i sits were made . 



TABLE VII. COMPARISON OF HEADrH SERVICES RENDE� BY 
SHELBY AND SULLIVAN COUNTIES , 1933 
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Sul livan Shelby 
,I 

Medical Officers 2 3 

Nu rs e s  4 6 

Inspee�Grs 1 7 

Othe rs 2 3 

Schick Testa 4258� 317 

TIEhoid Immunization 4,e 962 5,e 66 1 

Di;2hther1a l,e491 708 

Small ;20x Vaccination l,e7 20 2.! 335 

Acute Communicible disease1 Field Visits 1.! 39 1 750 

Consultant Visits 45 36  

T.B. Field Visits 12507 7 44 

T.B. Clinic Visits 690 35 6 

Venereal D i s eas e Cl ini c Visits 8 , 871 7, 222 

4 Bienni al Report of the Depa rtmen t of Public Health St ate 
of Tennessee, Fiscal Ye ars 1931-1933 . 
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FIG . 5. PER CENT OF ALL CHI LDREN ENROLLED I N  BLUE RIBBON 
HEALTH CLUBS , BY COUNTIES ,  1932-1933 
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County Per C en t  
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FIG. 6 . 
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Davidson 
Sullivan 
Rutherford 
Gibson 
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Knox 
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Washington 
Shelby 
Giles 
Greene 
Hamilton 
Montgomery 
Williamson 
Lincoln 
Wilson 
Monroe 
Tipton 
Lake 
Humphreys 
Weakley 
Hardeman 
Lauderdale 
Sumner 
Unicoi 
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Dyer 
Carter 
Bradley 
Bledsoe 
Fentress 
Lewis 
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Jackson 
Overton 
Picket 
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Sequatchie 

NUMBER OF BLUE RIBBON CHILDREN IN SULLIVAN 
COUNTY CHILD HEALTH CLUBS, 1931- 1933 

N umber 

I 4234 
3982 -
3263 
2587 
2214 
2188 
2043 
1859 . 1418 . 127 8  
1202 
1202 
1127 
1091 
1089 

910 
901 
854 -
687 
588 --
492 
488 
468 
421 
318 
314 
277 

' 25 5 
I I 242 ' 

I-- 219 
,__. 215 
,_ 207 
� 103 
� 81 
I- 67 
� 7 
� 4 

0 
0 
0 

I 0 I 

Total 38 , 887 
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Source: Biennial Report of the Department of Public Health 
State of Tennessee Fiscal Years 1931 -1933. 



TABLE VIII.INF.ANT DEATH RATE TRENDS .AND CHILD HEALTH SERVICES,_ 
SULLIVAN COUNTY, 1928-19 34 

Item 1928 �929 1930 1931 1932 1933 ' 1934 

Number of infant 
de ths 74 58 71 48 65 73 74 

Rate per 1000 
living births 93.9 71.3 83.4 44.1 59.9 71.4 55.3 

Children Exem' ed 1586 4477 3507 4074 5553 7093 4923 

Number nursing 
visits 96 92 977 2327 2138 2423 2089 

Number of Blue 
Ribbons 164 1442 2738 3982 4708 

TABLE IX. TOTAL DEATHS FROM CERT. UN CAUSES IN SULLIVAN .AND HATl'/KINB 
COID>JTIES 

SULLIViJ� j 
rtl HL-, iKINS 

•r-i •r-i 
Cl) Cl) � 0 «l .... 0 w 
I""! .,.., � r-f .,.., k 

td :;j � <D td ;::::s � (1) 
+> .,.., 0 <D .p .,.., 0 Q,) s:: 0 H .t:: � 0 � .d <D 

� Q) .p (1) .c:: Q) � 0'. ,0 Pt Dl � .0 Pt I» 
� .,.., 1>, � .,.., 

� Yerr � � � � 

1909 14 27 4 1 5 30 4 0 

*1927 9 56 2 9 2 33 1 3 

*1928 2 35 2 7 3 18 2 4 

*1933 1 13 2 4 2 18 2 1 

*Tennessee Vital St tistics, 1933 
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It  w ill be noted in each comparis on ex cept 

dysentery , there is a greater decline and the rang e is 

wider in Sullivan than in Hawk ins county . It is the 

wr iter ' s  opinion that H awk ins coun ty i s  benefit ed by the 

Su llivan C ounty Health Unit by ( 1 ) a h igh per cent of the 

Hawk ins County people find empl oym ent in Kingspor t ,  thu s 

this city b e comes the trad e  and shopping c ity for Hawk ins 

county people . Thi s being tru e  they ar e benefited by the 

indu s trial and c ounty cl ini cs . ( 2 )  ·Childr en of border 

line f amilies a ttend the Su ll ivan County schools even 

though th e distance is gr ea� er, in s om e  inst ance s ,  affords 

an occas ion for thedl il dren to be bene fited by th e cl inics . 

The s tandard of health conditions , and the 

effi ciency demons trated in the contr ol of contagious diseases  

is. often measu red by the prevalence of typh oid fever . There 

is a downward trend in deaths cau s ed by the m os t  comm on 

di seases , which is  at tr ibu ted largely t o  the tr ained staff 

of heal th work ers and the programs whi ch hav e  been inau gur­

ated by thi s department . 

D e aths , resulting from tuberculos i s ,  reached its 

low mark in 1932-1933 for the coun ty, with a sharp up- turn ,  

and l eveling off in 1934-35 . I t  is diffi cu lt to determ ine 

the exact cau s e  for this l ocal trend, which is contrary t o  

the declining death rate for the country a s  a whole .· How­

ev er, tw o factors may be cited that contribu ted and affe cted 

·m aterially the flu ctuat ion of tu berculos i s  death rate in 

Su llivan C ounty ,  firs t ,  e c onomi c depres sions wo.rk pe culiar 
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FIGURE 7 • TREND OF TUBERCULOSIS RATES, SULLIVAN COUNTY, 1930-1934. 

Peraona 

90 

70 

50 

lO 

0 



29 

hardships on people, their standards of living and sanitary 

condi tions within the hame and community, and s econdly , by 

1932, the staff of the County Health Department had been 

increased sufficiently to render more adequate service . 

Consequently a closer check on the causes of de aths and 

more accurate tabulati on may have revealed more deaths caus­

ed by tuberculosis which had previously been attributed t o  

other caus e s . 

The effect  of the depression on automobile 

casualtie s  has not a s  ye t been a scertained, but during this 

period, Sullivan County showed a declining rate,  only to 

take a sudden upward leap in 1934 . The low rate from 1930 

to 1933 was due partly to fewer automobile s in operation and 

a less consumpti on of gasoline f or those being operated . On 

the other hand, with a general pick-up in busine s s ,  more auto­

mobile s were operated, and many of the older models were re­

placed w i th high powered motors . This replacement would be 

especially true when industry affects t he county like that 

of Sullivan; employees drive t o  work from all parts of the 

county . Within recent years, the c ounty has made wide 

strides in road building ; at the pre sent time there are approx­

mately 1, 000 miles  of hard- surfaced roads maintained by the 

county . Too ,  liquor, in Virginia, became more e asily avail­

able to Sullivan county through the legalization of liquor 

sales in Virginia in 1934 . 

According t o  the Traveler ' s  Insurance C ompany, 

the death toll c aus ed by automobile a cc idents in 1934, f or 

the country a s  a whole , was 36, 000 ; pedes trains accounted for 
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FIGURE 8 . AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT RATES, SULLIVAN COUNTY, 1930-19!34. 
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44 per cent of the fatalitie s .  

"The death gain ( over 1933) was 16 per 
per cent against an increas e of only 6 per 
cent in re gis trations and gasoline consumption . 
Fas t  driving is given as a dominant fa ctor . 
Alcohol is known to b e  figured with 3.16 per 
cent of the drivers and 4 . 46 per c ent of the 
pedes trians , compared with 2.43 and 2.99 per 
cent respectively in 1933.115 

The trend of depres sion suicides in Sullivan 

County is  on a curve similar t o  that which characterizes 

the State and the Uni ted States . During peri ods of 

financial and industrial di s tress  t he suicide rate invari-

ably shows a tendency to increase . 

When asked what kind of people kill themselves 

during a d epre s s i on, Miriam DeFord answered .  

"Our kind. The s e  men and women for the 
most part were nat ive born Americans of native 
parentage ; the typical suicide of this group 
was above the average in education and train­
ing, in early middle age, ( 52 . 5 )  marri ed, in 
fairly good health, not notice ably neurotic 
or unstable . Very few were drunkards , few 
could be suspected of insanity . But in general 
the suicide was a man of sensitive , though not 
unbalanced, make up , who had worked hard and 
well, had achieved s ome su cce s s  and prosperity, 
had been unemployed for a l ong t ime , and had 
reached an age when his inte lligence made it 
plain that he was henceforth unemployable .n6 
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The most r e cent trend in providing Sullivan County 

with good health and medi cal facilitie s is marked by the 

comple tion of a health institution, mat ched by only a few 

counties in the South, which not only affects the health 

conditions  in this County but als o  those near by, even 

Scott C ounty, Virginia, is loc ated in Kingsport under the 

5 .American C ity, 50: p .68 , March 1935. 
6 DeFord, Miriam A. , "This Way Out Suicide and the 

Depres s ion, " The Nation, Vol . 139, July 11,1934. 

• 
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Figure 9. Suicide Trends in Sullivan County, 1930-1934. 
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FIGURE 10. SUICIDE DEATH RATE, BASED ON 100,000 POPULATION, 
FOR THE UNITED STATES AND TENNESSEE. 
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name of the Holston Valley Community Hospital. This hosp­

it�l, although incorporated under the laws of the State of 

Tennessee as a priv ate corporation, is truly public in its 

ownership and purpos es as any non-governmental agency can 

be. It is owned by more than six thousand contributors of 

a dollar or more each to the building fUnd and the members 

of the Hospi tal's Service Plan. It is controlled by the 

owners through the election of a Board of Directors, who in 

turn select an Executive Committee and entrust to it the 

responsibility of immediate supervision. 

In the community chest c�paign of November 1933, 

the original nine directors presented to the people of 

Kingspcrt the opportunity of establishing the institution 

through the help of the Commonwealth Fund. In a remarkable 

short period of time a total of $76,985.00 was pledged, and 

in less than a year every cent was paid. On June 8,1934 the 

contract for construction of the two buildings was awarded· 

and ground was broken th e following week. The buildings 

were delivered to the owners on July 27,1935. 
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(The Commonwealth Fund was established in 1918 by 

a gift of approximately $10,000,000, from the late Mrs. 

Stephen v. Harkness. Subsequent donations from Mrs. Harkness 

increased the endowment to approximately $43,000,000.) 

In each of the chosen committees, the Commonwealth 

Fund provides about three-quarters of the co�struotion and 

equipment cost of a modern hospital on condition that the 

community meet the remainder of the building and equipment 



Figure 11. View of the Community Hospital and 
Nurses Home. 
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Figure 12. Sun Parlor, Community Hos�ital. 
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cos t ,  pr ovide th e s i te, and undertake operating expens es . 

The program involves more th an  a building pr oj ect; it 

seeks t o  show to the people what a go od hospit al should 

be and the s ervice t hat it should render . It removes the 

hospit al s from t he p riv ate owned do ctors , who do not have 

suffi cient funds f or d et ail equipment or equip only in 

propor t ion t o  hi s annual gains . 
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Kingsport w as the first t own t o  mftke appli cation 

for the Commonw ealth Fund during a five year period ( this 

was during the depres s i on) , and i s  now the largest in which 

is located a hospital aided b y  the Commonwealth . The 

Community Hospit al serves .an area of twenty-five s qu are 

miles whi ch has about 60, 000 population . It is interesting 

to note that the number of pat i ent s of the hospit a� in the 

two neighboring towns , Bristol and Johns on City have in­

creas ed s inc e the Communi t y  Hospital came t o  Kingsport , and 

ther e  is about two and one half ti mes the work done in the 

Community Hospit al t han w as done in b oth the private owned 

hospit al s  pri or to this ti me. 

The r ates ,  in do llars and cents are lower in the 
• 

new hospital than in t he  neighboring towns , and then in 

addition to this more services are extended to the patient s 

whi ch w ould otherwise b e  charged as an addition al fee t o  the 

patien t . We do not infer that the· Community Hospital is 

competing f or busines s ;  in reality th i s .  ho spital does not 

want patient s to change from the ones whiCh they are 

accus t omed t o  patroniz e. In sp ite of rendering s ervices and 

• 



Jigure 13. One Bed Room, Community Hosp1ta1. 
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Figure 14. Two Bed Boom, Community Hospital. 
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Figure 15. Operating Room, Community Hospital. 



hospit alization to an area with s ixty thous and populat ion, 

t he· Execut:Pve C ommit tee has ear-marked tw.enty-fi ve per cent 

of t he w ork for c harity cas es . For charity cases , so far,  

aver�ge about s eventeen per c ent . 
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In conclusion, we might say, it is difficult to 

meas ur e the go od t hat h as b een acc ompli shed along public 

health lin es in Sulliv an County. We cannot evaluate w ork of 

this  kind merely in do ll ars and c ents .  We do not know how 

many lives have been saved,  how much sicknes s h as b een averted,  

how much happier and healthier the people of Sulli van C ounty 
. 

have b een made or how many years have been added to their life's 

s pan . But we do believe that from an ec onomi c and soci al view ,  

Sulli van County bas made a good inves tment b y  providing for the 

est ablishment and maintaining of the Health Unit ,  and has 

shown c onstant t endency to improve and expand it s heal th 

s er vic es . 



CHAPTER III 

CHANGES IN RECREATIONAL AN D  LEISURE TIME ACTIVITES 

His t ori cal C onsideration . In answer t o  ques tion­

naires and personal in terview s ,  ther e s eemed to b e  very 

li tt l e  of what we today term "leisure time, " in Sull ivan 

Count y, more than two decades ago . On S aturdays , the 

Sunday ' s b aking w as t o  b e  done , enough wood was to be 

chopped to las t  over the week end, clothing needed to be 

me nded and complete preparat ion made f or Sunday. On 

S aturday night the w ork for the day was fini shed, if  it had 

not been finished during · th e d ay . In additi on t o  th i s , 

church and Sunday s chool pr eparati on was made. Few people 

read on Sunday and man y remained at home idle.  

For pe ople who did not w alk, s addl e horses , wagons 

and buggie s were t he m ost popular mod es of t r avel . There 

was a tendenc y for peo ple, at this time t o  recreate in . groups . 

Familia s w ould club to getm r furnishing a hor s e  or a wagon 

and t ake t rips , attend r evivals and c amp meetings or vi sit 

f�iends . Walking to and from gatherings s erved as a s ocial 

oqpas i on for the younger people. 

The popular even ts or occ asi ons at thi s per i od 

were c amp meet ing s ,  reviv als , appl� peelings , corn huskings , 

picni cs , s chool clos ings , usually termed " exhib iti ons " ,  and 

ice cream suppers . The older people contented themselves 

with the old fashioned danc es and the shift ing feet wer e  

ac companied by such tunes a s  "Liz a Jane" and " Sourwood 
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Mount ain" . The leading sport s were b as eb al l ,  checker s ,  

flinch, b oxing and track . The following let ter will give 

some insight of the games played at sChool . 

3Board of Educ ationl 
of 

Sullivan C ounty, Tennes see 
J .  E .  L .  S eneker , Supt . 

Blountville, Tenn . ,  December 14, 1908 · 

Mr . Oli ver T aylor, 
Bri stol , Tenn . 

Dear Sir-
Yes , I r emember well that years ago children at 

s chool in the c ountry playes " atne Over " , "bull pen" , 
prisoner '.s base" , "blaclonan" , "What will JOU do when 
you see t he black man coming? " ( answer . ) Kill him and 
eat him . 11 

String music was t he popular music at th at time, 

just as it is now in the more remote s ect ions . I t  was 
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this type of mus ic that added color to the s chool exhibitions . 

Many musicians decorat ed their b an j o s  and fiddles with attract­

i ve bow s  of r ibbon . On " exhibit ion" night s  a hush would c ome 

over the eagerly waiting crowd when the musicians ent ered the 

door . A few minut es were then spent in tuning the instruments 

which were foll owed by an 1 old time number, to which the 

audien c e  responded by keeping t ime wi th their f eet . 

The t own d id not hold t he at traction for the rur al 

people t hat it does t oday,  l argely b ec ause i t  was inacc es ible. 

Families only went to town once or twic e a year . Thes e trips 

were usually made in the spring and fall or on circus days . 

1 T ay�or, Oli ver, Historic Sulli van, Bris tol , Tennes s ee, 
King Printing Co . ,  19o8, p .  266 . 



Pres ent-Day Recreati onal Trends . The w idening 

scope of recreati on is indicat ed by Sims in the following 

statement : 

"As the automobile has come in to general 
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use among farmer s and good roads have been 
built, the village has b ecome more of a s ocial 
cen�er for i ts farm cons tituency. Many s chool; 
have been cons olidated and located in village s . 2 

The village chur ches,  likewise attract ar large 

number of people who live in the rural districts of Sullivan 

County but who perhaps are employed in the c ity . The motion 

picture,  b and concerts ,  pool halls , b ow ling alleys , and ball 

games offer facilitie s for pleasure that the f arme r must 

come to town to ge t . The social and recreat ional life of 

the open country communi ty is tending to di s intergrate under 

present day conditions of travel . The village i s  taking 

advantage of, and catering to, the country man' s needs in 

this direction .  

The following tables show the extent to  which both 

rural and urban high s chool boys and girls,  in Sullivan 

C ounty, attend church , They indi cate a relatively high per 

cent of church attendanc e, however, the attendance is less  

on Sunday evenings than for day services for b oth groups . 

Pos sibly the rural secti on is more favored in church attend­

ance than the urban . Sixty-five per cent of the rural and 

sixty per cent of the urban high s chool senior b oys work on 

2 Sims , Newell Leroy, Elements of Rural Sociology, New York : 
Thomas Y.  Crowell Co . ,  1924, p .  120. 



TABLE X . HOW SULLIVAN COUNTY BOYS US� THEIR LEISURE TIME DURING THE 
.lEEK ( 1936 ) 

Fir•t · ot week Mid41e ot week Last of w. · 

Saturday Sat .  EV'enins �day Sunday henJ.A6 
URB.AN BOYS ( 57 }  

Ball 16% 
Show 16% 

Ball 16% 
Study 12� 
Work 7%_ 
Home 5% 
Show 7% 

Study 13% 
Work 7% 

RURAL BOYS ( 48 ) 

ReBd 50% 
Study 1'3-% 
Wor:rt 11% 

Read 23% 
Study 14� 

. Ball 14% 

Work 60% 

Work 65% 
Town 27% 

Show 23% 
Wo rk 16% 
Date 19% 
Radio 7% 
Town 7fl, 

Town 25� 
Ra di o 21� 
Sho� 23% 

· Re a d  16,; 

Chur ch 6 7% Date 37� 
Date 6% Church 26� 
Idle 6� Radio 10% 

Home 6% 
Study 9,& 

Church 81% 
Date 21' 
Idle 4� 

Church 60% 
Read 10% 
Idle 4% 
Ride 4% 
Date 4% 

source : From questionnaire sent to all high s chool s enior s in the C ount y .  
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TABI.E XI . HOW SULLIV .. N COUNTY GIRLS USE THEIR LEISURE TIME DURING THE 
WEEK ( 1936 ) 

First of week Yld41 e  of we ek Last or we �k 
--=Sfl._tUl"cl�!'n --�t:!t . _ Ey_e!J.ii!g ___ �@Q.f3oY Sunday Eveii!iii 

URBAN GIRLS ( 78 ) 

Study 28% 
Movie 15% 
Re e d  21% 
R a di o  5% 
Mus ic 5% 
Work 4% 

RURAL GIRLS ( 7 2 )  

S tudy 33% 
Read 40% 
Work 4% 

study 31% 
Rea d 22% 
Show 6% 
Music 6% 
Athl e t i c s  6% 

Study 38% 
Read 29% 
Radl o  4% 
Church 7% 
Show 3% 

Work 78% 

Work 60% 
Town 31% 
Show 3% 

Date 27% 
Shows 15% 
Work 17% 
Town 5% 
Home 4% 
Radi o 5% 

Read 17% 
Show 32% 
Ra di o 18% 
Visit 6.% 
Date 4� 

Church 73% 
Date 6� 
Vi sit 5%. 
Study 2,J 
Out 2% 

Church 94% 
Trips 3% 

Sour c e :  From ouestionn� ires sent to all high school seniors in the C ount y . 

Church 4.2% 
Date 35% 
Home 8� 
Study 5% 
Radio 4% 
Ride 3% 

Church 68% 
Date 14% 
Read 3% 
Home 3% 
Ride 3% 

� 
(7) 



Saturday . On Saturday afternoon the rural boy "goes to 

town", about fifty per cent of them making one trip each 

week . Lit tle more than two decades ago, boys of this age 

did not, on an average, exceed four trips to town during 

the entire year. 

The radio has become an added recreational asset 
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to the city home and is rapidly caming into use for the rural 

home. Radios in rural areas should increase greatly with 

rural electrifica tion . The radio alone does not have the 

force to keep boys and girls at home, but it does con tribute 

to a more cheerful and pleasant home environment. 

In a recent unpublished study of the Southern 

Mountain People made by Dr . L .  R. Wheeler, it was found 

within a twenty-five year period that the t wo room house had 

increased in size to a five room structure and that the 

number of children in the f�ily has decreased. This general 

trend favors the youth of today in tha t  it offers an addition­

al room in the home into which the younger folks may segre­

gate themselves. 

I t  is further observed tha t a higher per cen t of 

the rural families have cars than the urban, but the urban 

homes in seventy per cent of the cases have telephones as 

compared with forty per cent for the rural homes . 

Now, when it comes to the choice of music, by the 

two groups, no sharpe lines of distinction are drawn. More 

than fifty per cent of the high school seniors gave "string 

music" as their choice, with li ttle or no desire for popular 



TABLE XII . MISCELLEANOUS C OMPARISONS OF RECREATIONAL HABITS .AND FAC TI.ITIES 
OF SULLIVAN COUNTY BOYS { �936 ) 

Does :remf1y Tel ephone s Radio s in Type of music Favor i t e  game Favorite Movie 
awn eut. . i.P. llQDML home preterre4 Star 

URBAN BOYS ( 57 }  

Yes 67% Yes ?0" Yes 

RURAL BOYS ( 48 } 

Yes 85% Yes 40% Yes 

91% 

54% 

Orchestra 30� 
Popular 25% 
Jazz �2% 
String ?% 
C�as sical 3% 

Stri ng 56% 
Orche stra 19% 
Popular ·a% 
Band 4% 
Jazz 4% 
Vocal 4% 

Footbal� ?0'/o 
Basketbal� 9% 
Tennis �2% 
Pool �2% 
Baseba.J.� 5% 

Football 58% 
Basketbe.ll HS% 
Baseba�l. 23% 

Sourc e :  From questionnaire sent to all high s ohoo� seniors in the C ounty . 

Mae West 9% 
. James C agney 7'/o 

G. Rogers 7� 
C .  Gab�e 10% 
W. Berry 5% 
W. Powel� 5% 

Will Rogers 25% 
James C agne y  10% 
Mae West 6% 
c .  Gabl e 8% 
S .  Temple 4% 

' 

""' 
(l) 



TABLE Ja:II .MISCELLE.ANOUS CO!\fi> ARISONS OF RECREATION HABITS AND FACILITIES 
OF SULLIVAN C OUNTY GIRLS (1936 ) 

Doe s  fPmily Telephone s Radio s in Type of music Favorite gene Favo rite Movie 
own ae�t � � hom. yreferred Star 

URBAN GIRLS ( '18 ) 

Yes 72% Yes 8� Yes 91% 

RURAL GIRLS ( ?  2 )  

Yes 68� Ye s 35% Ye s 42� 

Orche stra 
Popular 
Cl assical 
Piano 
String 
Jazz 

Orchestra 
Popular 
StrJ,ng 
Cl as aictal 

31% 
24% 
1?% 

8% 
3% 
4% 

42� 
23� 
1 7% 
12% 

Football 72% J . Gaynor 12� 
Basketball 26% K. Hepburn 10% 
T&nnis 2% . G . Ge rbo 8% 

C .  Gabl e 9% 

Baske tball 56� 
Fo otball 26� 
Bas eball 4% 

c .  C olbert 6� 

Will Rogers 26% 
Cl ark Gable 25% 
Shirle yTem.ple 1 
Dick Powell 6% 
B .  C ro s b y  6% 

Sourc e :  From questi onnaire sent to all high sahool seniors in the C ounty. 

� 
co 
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music and twelve per cent ja zz. 

School Athletics. Football in the fall, basket­

ball in the winter, track and baseball in the spring make 

up the athletic program for County high school s .  Two of 

the high schools have not yet taken up football as an inter­

sCholastic g ame, but play the g ame as an intra-mural game. 

Most every elementary school has a basketball team. Since 

much of the playing is yet done on out-door courts, the 

game offers · interest early in the fall. Some of the larger 

elementary sCh ools have baseball teams and are reasonably 

well equipped to play a fair game. 

An annual athletic program has been built up in 

Sullivan County which creates an athletic pride and int erest 

from the beginning grades to the last year of high school. 

One day in the spring of the year is set aside as "Field 

Day" for all the schools of the County. The County is so 

zoned that a high school serves as a center of each zone 

and the surround ing schools of this center meet for the 

elimination contests. The winners from the five zones meet 

at Blountville, the County Seat , to compete for the County 

championship in the various events offered on the program. 

There is a movement on foot n ow  to have a county basketball 

tournament for the elementary schools, similar to the 

regional basketball tournament for the high schools, with 

each high school serving as a center of the zone. Little 

interest is shown in any form of athletics during the summer 

months by the rural dwellers except those who live in the 



rural districts that belong to indu strial leagues. 

Recreational Center f or Kingsport. In 1935, 

the Kingsport City Council appropriated $500.00 for the 

creation of a recreational center. Although this type 

of pr ogram for pla y activities is successfully carried 

on in the North and East, it has remained an untried pro­

ject in Sullivan County. The ma jor obj ectives that the 

'City Fathers' had in mind in initiating the program were 

( 1 )  to teach the children how to use their leisure time 

to the greates t advantage, ( 2 )  to prevent delinquency. 

( Only a very small per cent of the children who have 

directed play are delinquents ; it has b een estimated to 

be less than five per cent. ) ( 3) to keep children off the 
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streets, and thereby lower the accident rate among children. 

With these obj ectives in mind, the pro gram was 

outlined by Frederick w . East of Ann Arbor, Michigan , under 

whose supervision the work was carried on for eight weeks. 

The program as outlined was divided into four activities ;  

sports, handicraft, music and dramatics, but the major inter-

est was centered around sports. 

Since the new always attracts, a high per cent 

of the 1600 boys and girls of Kingsport below high school 

age, attended a few of the opening day s and then attendance 

dropped. The average daily attendance for the term was a 

gratifying number of six hundred. The play activitie s began 

at 9 : 30 in the morning and closed at 6 : 00 in the afternoon, 



with spe cial emphasis being placed on s cheduling group 

play throughout the entir e day . Mayor Holyoke w as pleased 

to point out that the group of s ix hundred boys and girls 

meeting at the Recreational Center was a typical cross  

section of the youth of Kingspor t . 

In vi ew of t he suc cess of the venture, Kingsport 

made an appropriation for 1936, and to this was added both 

moral and financial support by the American Legion and all 

the civic organizations . It is the Mayor ' s  opinion that 

this new proje ct for the boys and girls will bec ome a 

permanent part of the City ' s recreational work and will be 

carried along as any other functi oning social agency . 

Boys ' and Girls ' Popeye Club . Mr . Pepper, manager 

of the State Thea ter, in Kingsport, gave for the first time 

in 1936 a new type of entertainment and recrea tion to the 

boys and girls of this town and the surrounding conmuni ties 

in the form of a club known as the Popeye Club . The Club is 

or ganized and named particularly to at tract the younger boys 

and girls . Each child pays an admiss ion fee of ten cen ts to 

attend the program, and for this  the child is given a fre e  

membership to the Popeye Club,  which entitles him to parti­

cipate in the bir thday gifts and the prizes given at each 

weekly program. 

The program is  e specially planned for children 

ranging from five to' about twelve years in age . Saturday 

is  the only day on which the Club mee ts . Club members are 
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given an opportunity to appear on the w eekly programs . There 

is a very enthusizstic interest shown in thi s part of the 

program by the children. At the se programs , the b oys and 

girls  have an oc cas ion t o  me et the poli cemen who come to the 

programs and t alk with the youngs ters . In this  way they 
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learn to think of the of fic ers as friends rather than as 

enemie s .  After presents are given those  who have birthdays , 

and the prizes awarded, a pi cture whi ch runs as a s erie s ,  

mak es up the remaining part of ·t he program; the entire program 

lasting about tw o and one-half hour s . 

The first program was given May 2,  1936, and was 

attended by s even hundred . The t otal membership now is  four­

teen hundred, with average program attendance of about one 

thousand . The depor tment of thi s numb er of boys and girls is 

very commendable . All have a very high respe ct for Mr . Pepper, 

who is Popeye , and Mrs . Pepper, who plays the part of Olive 

Oyle, and are r eady to follow any sugges tions they have to 

offer to the "sailors" . 

Only few of the children who attend the Club return 

to another show during the day, from which the conclusion 

might be jus tified that this program cares for the recreational 

and movie des ire s of the day, and poss ibly the entire week . The 

writer is  of the opinion that if a thousand boys and girls are . 

taken from the s treets and othe r dangerous places of play, the 

hazards of accidents are much r educ ed, and that the Popeye 

Club has a real re cre ational value . 



CHAPTER IV 

EDUCAT I ONAL TRENDS AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN 
SULLIVAN COUNTY 

His torical Development . Many log school build­

ings could b e  e asily found in Sulli van County twenty-five 

years ago . Alth ough t here were frame school buildings 

whi ch were painted on the outside, twent y-five years ago, 

the ins ide of th e buildings were not p ainted and the 

walls exhib it e d  no decorati on s  except paper bl ack b oards 

and an oc casional pi cture from the fr ont of a magazine. 

The f loor s ,  made from lumber manufactur ed in the near b y  

woods , w ere un j ointed and had hand dres s ed s urfaces . The 

desks ,  whi ch composed about th e  onl y arti cles of furniture, 

were of home-made t ype, although s ome s chool s ,  l argel y  the 

newer ones , at th i s  time, were pr ovided w ith patent . desks . 

A bucket , which was placed usu all y at the b ack 

of the r oom, containe d  the drinking water into which all 

the s tudents dipped the common drinking cup . The bucket 

was refilled during the day, as the ne ed d emanded , from 

a near b y  spring or well, the s anit ation of which w as 

often ques tionable. I t  was a rare pri vilege for a s tudent 

to b e  allowed to carr y the water during the d ay. Often 

the b o ys would ask the t ea cher days in advanc e for the 

privilege of c arrying water . 

The heat was furnished b y  a wood s tove. Fuel 

was not pr ovided f or except through the t eacher ' s  meager 
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s alary or the c ourt esy of some s chool patron . In mos t 

cases t he w o od was cut in s tove lengths befor e it was 

br ought to the s cho ol hous e ,  but often the w ood had to be 

re-proces s ed into s tove lengths by the b oys and the t e a cher 

after it h ad b e en haule d  t o  t he s chool pr emi s e s . S ome of 

the b oys usually went to s chool e arly in the morning, be­

fore the te ache r  arrived , and built the fi res without the 

thought of re ceiving pay . Again , t he bui lding of fires 

was a rare pr ivilege for mos t  pup il s . 

Wi th respe ct t o  the t e a che r and h i s  j ob ,  three 

de cades ag o, ea ch c ivil di s tr i ct had three s chool dire c t or s  

who were ele c t ed b y  t he pe opl e f or a t e rm  of tw o years , 
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that dire c t ed the scho ol sys tem f or that d i s tri c t . Of the s e  

three dire ctor s ,  one s erved as c hairman an d  ano the r ,  usually 

the b e s t · e duca ted, as cl erk . The s e  three men s e le cted t he 

teacher s for t he d is tric t ,  and hire d, pa id and d i smi s sed, 

if d i smi s s al w as ne ce s s ary . They al s o  made their own written 

contrac t s  with the tea che r .  One teacher s t ated that one of 

the contra c t s  was d rawn up and s i gned out in a field, in the 

shade of an old cedar t re e . By th is sys tem, there were as 

many separ ately controlled sys tems a s  there w e re magi st ar ial 

dis tricts in the C ounty ; the average s i z e  distri ct having 

only ab out th re e s ch ools . The length of the term, and the 

salary of t e acher s , d e termined b y  the a s s e s sments wh ich w ere 

made on the number of s tudent s available in a par ti cular 

di s tri c t . 

Lit tle t hought and c ons iderat i on was g iven t o  
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equipment, and if the school had any equipmen t  at all, 

great pains were taken to indicate tha t it was a well 

equipped school. One school in a par ticular community 

which was furnished with a dictionary, a reading chart and 

about thirty library books, was far above the average school 

in equipment and was often referred to as a " model school 11 • 

The County Superintendent who was elected by 

the County Court was required to pass a special superintend­

ent ' s  examination prepared by the State Board of Educati on. 

His salary ranged from $400 .00 to $600 .00 per year . His 

duties were largely confined to visiting schools, holding 

teachers ' institutes, consoling parents, giving examin­

ations to the teachers, issuing certificates, and building 

political " fences" . He was furnished information about the 

schools, in additi on t o  that gained through visitation, 

�rom the monthly reports submitted by the teachers. Each 

teacher was required to make two monthly reports, one for 

the Superintendent and one f or t he clerk of the Board of 

Directors. 

The teacher's success and tenure at the same school 

was determined largely by how well he could discipline his 

pupils and get along with parents. As now, there were two 

groups of teachers, the primary and the secondary. The 

primary teacher taught t he grades from one to five and 

received a salary from $15 .00 to $40 .00 per month. Salary 

was determined by t he funds of the district, and the 

directors' pleasure. Teachers in the s econdary schools 
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taught also the s ixth, s eventh and eighth grades . Thes e  

teache rs could not receiv e  more than $52 . 00 per month 

regardle s s  of the training and expe rienc e of the teacher . 

Schools ran, on the average s ix months , however , some were 

much shorter than the average . Students w ere not permitted 

to attend s chools in ad j oining d is tricts , in order to t ake 

advantage of the longer s chool s ess ion,  e xcept through a 

transfer, wh ich was nothing more than an agreement of the 

dire ctors in the two involved di s tric ts t o  a ccept pupils 

from the other dis trict for ce rtain c onsiderations . 

Transition Trends and Present Practic e s . In 1921 

the system of the County Board of Educati on was introduced, 

which was similar to what we have today . In the early days 

of the County Board practice,  the people,  in general, felt 

tha t this was taking the control of the s chools too far out 

of their hands , or that it was more or le ss  taking their 

privilege from them. But a situation occurred that f avored 

the C ounty Board plan . Under the Director system, as 

mentioned, the salarie s and e xpenses came from the dis tricts . 

In a course of years there had accumulated s everal thous and 

dollars in the hands of the directors which had not b een 

spent for s chools . When the change of systems t ook place,  

this a ccumulated fund was turned over th the County Board 

of Education . For thi s  reason,  t he new system was able to 

extend all the schools to a s even and half month s chool term 

without any additional tax levy . This , naturally, me t with 

approval throughout the entt�e County . 
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Figure 16. Two or the Large s t  nd Mos t  Mo dern Sul l ive n 
C ount y El eme nta ry S c hool s . Th e lowe r i s  
known a s  the D i c kson S chool , nane d f or 
Magi s tr e te J .  . Dic ks on , who wa s ins t rumental 
in s e curing the s e  two mo dern b u i l d ings for h i s  
dis tri c t . 
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Enrollment by S i ze of Elementary S chool s in Sullivan County. 
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TABLE XIV . ELEMENTARY MEN TEACHERS IN SULLIVAN COUNTY 
Number 

Experience . of 
in Years Ase Teachers 

. • 

One-Teacher 1924 . 1934 . 1924 1924 . 1924 1934 
School 9 plus 3 plus . 33 pJ.us 26 . 13 8 

• . 

Two-Teacher . . 
School 13 II 8 II 35 II 29 12 18 

• 
. 

Three or More 
Teacher School 6 6 II 37- 28 4 22 

Note : Experience and ages are average . Total average in _ 

1924 : lai years experience ; 34t years old; the youngest 

man was 19 years of age , while the oldest 60 . Total aver­

age in 1934 : 6t years experience ; 28 years old; the younge s t  

man w a s  21 years o f  age , while the olde�t was 58 . 

Note again that the men are younger, however 

with l e s s  experience , but training take s its place . Exper.;. 

ience increases with the s ize  of the s cho ol . The number 

of men teachers has increased from 29 , in 1924 to 48, in 

1934 . 



TABLE X:: . 

0 - - T 

One-Teacher 
School 

Two-Teacher 
School 

Three or more 

ELEMENTARY WOME:N TEACHERS IN THE COUNTY 

Experience 
1n Years Age 

Number 
of 

Teachers 

1924 
5 plus 

1934 1924 1934 1924 
9 3/4 26 plus 31 3/4 26 

1934 
12 

7 ( P )  25 plus 26 44 40 

Teacher School 5 plus 6 28 35 94 
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Note : The total average in 1924 : little more than four years 

experience ;  26 years old ; the youngest woman 18, w hile the 

oldest 60 . The total average in 1934 : little more than six 

years experience ; and more than 27, but less than 28 years 

old . The youngest woman 19 while the oldest was 55 . 

Further note, that the larger number of� women are 

used in two and more than two teacher schools . 
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At present , the s chools in Sul livan County are 

probably typical of the county s chools found in Tennes s ee . 

Figure 19 and T able XVI show the trends in types of 

buildings . At present the buildings , in s tructure, range 

from a one room log to modern bri ck structures with clas s 

rooms, laboratories, teachers ' rest rooms , sanitary toilets , 

auditoriums , gymnas iums and principal ' s  office . In train­

ing of teachers ,  the range is from les s  than a high s chool 

education to a Doctor ' s  degree ; in age, from nineteen to · 

sixty ye ars . 

It  will be  found that the s chools of Sullivan 

County are of a comparative high standard, posses sing enough 

of the lates t  developments in buildings , equipment and trained 

teachers to off-set the poor conditions and makes the C ounty 

a typical one of the State . 

The Department of Education of Sullivan County is 

charged with the duty of administering the s chool facilities 

of the County government . The educational functions in the 

towns of Kingsport and Bristol are adminis tered by the City 

Boards of Education of e ach of these  two municipalities . The 

County Board of Education, func tioning through the County 

Superintendent , administers the s chools in the rural s e ction 

of the County . 

The present organization of the County Department 

of Education, as fixed by chapter 418 of the Private �cts 

of 1933 provide s : 
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Figure 18 . Tr en d in Type s o f  S c hool Buil dings in u s e  in Sullivan 
C ounty , 1924-1935 . 
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Figure 19 . Thr ee of the Newe r C ounty High School s . 



"That the County be  divided into s even educational 
zones or districts , and that one member of the 
Board of Education be ele cted by the pe ople from 
each of these zone s ,  the terms of the individual 
members to be two years each, all expiring 
s imultaneously ." 

Chapter 417, Private Act s  of 1933, provides : 

"That the County Superintendent of Schools be 
elected by the peo�le of the County for a 
term of two _years . 

TABLE XVI . KINDS OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS IN USE IN 

Year 

1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 

SUL4IVAN COUNTY, �Q2�-�a35 .  1 
Total 

Brick Stone Frame Los; Number 

8 2 67 2 79 
10 2 67 2 81 
10 3 61 1 75 
12 3 61 1 77 
11 3 61. 1 76 
14 3 57 1 75 
14 - 3 56 1 74 
15 3 56 1 75 
16 2 55 1 74 

• 16 2 55 1 74 
17 2 53 1 73 
18 2 51 2 73 

Status of Teachers . Prior to 1924 the sChool 
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records of Sullivan County were meagre and inaccurately 

kept , making needful data unavailable . In order to arrive 

at the knowledge of the changes which have taken place in 

the s chool system of Sullivan County during the decade from 

1924 to 1934, a comparison is made of ( 1 )  the number of 

teachers , both elementary and secondary; ( 2 )  certification 

and ( 3 )  s alary status . 

1 Annual Statistical Reports of Sullivan C ounty Offi ce  
of County Superintendent of  Publ ic Ins truction . 
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An adequate number of teachers, with professional 

training, with sufficient salary to retain those who are 

better trained and experienced characterizes, in large 

measure, the school system and the type of instruction 

rendered in the public schools. 

It will be noted that only thirteen teachers in 

the elementary schools in 1924, had professiqnal certifi ­

cates ; and only one teacher held a professional certifi­

cate to teach in any high school in the County . 

The salaries in 1934 are above those in 

ad joining counties , but slight ly lower than in 1924, the 

pre-depression period . Although the teachers' salaries 

in Sullivan County are in accordance with the State salary 

schedule, they are yet too low for teachers who are pro-

fessionally trained, and those who are continuing their 

education to maintain a decent standard of living . 

TABLE XVII. NUMBER OF ELEMENTARY AND HI GH SCHOOL 
TEACHERS . IN SULLIVAN COUNTY 

Year Men Women Total 

Elementary 

1924 29 105 134 

1934 45 146 191 

High School 

1924 8 4 12 

1934 15 14 29 
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TABLE :XVII I . CERTIFICATION OF ELEMENTARY TEACHERS 

Elementary Teachers , l924 

.Profe ssional 

First Grade 

Second Grade 

One Year County 

Temporary 

Elementary Te achers , 1934 

College Graduate 

Three Years C ollege 

Two Years . College 

One Year College 

High School Graduate 

Two Years High School 

Men Women 

3 

10 

7 

6 

3 

8 

2 

18 

14 

2 

1 

10 

1 6  

39 

34 

6 

11 

3 

68 

60 

4 

0 

TABLE XIX . CERTIFICATION OF HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Wo-
High School Teachers , 1924 Men men 

.Profe s s ional in any High School 0 1 

Profe ssional in · 2  and 3 Year High S chools 3 3 

Examination , First Grade 1 2 

Examination, Second Grade 0 2 

High School Teacher s , l934 

Profe s s ional Certificate on C ollege Degree 15 14 



TABLE XX . 

Elementary 

1924 

1934 

TABLE XXI . 

AVERAGE MONTHLY SALARY OF ELEMENTARY AND 
HI GH SCHOOL TEACHERS, 1924-1934 

Men Women : 
. 
• 

$87 �00 $74 . 00 : 
. 
• 

72 . 74 67 . 74 : 

High S chool Men Women 

$144 .00 $120 .00 

135 . 54 104 .98 

PUPIL ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE 
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Average Daily : Average Daily 
Ye ar Enrollment Attendance Enrollment Attendance 

1924 6 , 061 3, 743 225 179 

1926 6 , 056 3, 993 341 285 

1928 6, 162 4 , 225 395 339 

1930 5 , 638 4 , 315 442 379 

1932 6 , 062 4 , 661 644 555 

1934 6 , 330 4, 848 744 629 

The s ignifi cant point of interest in thi s com­

parison, in both the e.lementary and 4igh school pupils , is  

the increase in the average daily attendance . In the 

element ary s chool s ,  only a few . more pupils enrolled in 1934 

than was enrolled in 1924, but the average daily attendanc e 

clarifies the difference between the tw o dates in com-

parison • . Better school attendance i s  shown in high s chool 

than in the elementary s chool . 

The following table s show the enrollment of the 

elementary pupils by grades ,  the number that completed the 

elementary s chool and the number that ent er high school , by 

ye ars . 



TABLE XXII . STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY YEARS : 
I9�3-I9�4 I9��-I9�5 

COUNTY AND CITY 
I9§5-I9�S 

County City County citj County city 
Grades No. 

1 1884 

2 767 

3 703 

4 807 

5 652 

6 483 

7 379 

8 30 2 

.Number com-
plating 
eighth grade 206 

No.  No . No . No. 

631 1852 670 1976 

492 732 490 715 

502 669 540 704 

422 687 492 714 

328 696 430 577 

239 474 288 539 

236 378 192 411 

202 345 261 360 

82 178 122 197 

RECAPITULATION 

Number entering First year high 
school ( Fall ) 1924 . 

156 152 

Number entering First year high 
school ( Fall ) 1925 . 

188 155 

Number entering First year high 
· school ( Fall ) 1926 . 

161 186 

No . 

825 

627 

543 

509 

499 

315 

254 

230 

105 
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TABLE XXII . 

Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Number com-
pleting 
eighth gr-ade 

( continued ) STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY YEARS : 
COUNTY AND CITY 

1926-1927 1931-1932 1932-1933 
County City County city County 

No. No. No. No. No. 

1920 933 1831 787 1823 

735 610 789 . 840 801 

695 648 822 688 823 

678 574 . 742 660 759 

611 480 633 600 649 

468 398 504 469 532 

397 288 415 372 407 

332 250 326 317 360 

201 152 270 231 294 

RECAPITULATION 

Number entering First year high 
school ( Fall ) 1927 . 

128 233 

Number entering First year high 
school ( Fall ) 1932 . 

251 314 

Number entering First year high 
school ( Fall ) 1933 . 

268 342 

City 
No . 

774 

673 

772 

647 

612 

49 7 

360 

344 

284 

70 



TABLE XX!I . ( continued ) STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY YEARS : 

Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Number 
eighth 

COUNTY· AND CITY 

completing 
grade 

!933-!93� I934-H�35 
County city County city 

No . No. .No . No • 

1877 813 2046 839 

803 681 942 713 

885 705 9 28 649 

721 738 779 684 

678 674 677 664 

561 504 611 580 

452 393 481 411 

353 317 411 347 

296 158 338 15 6 

RECAPITULATION 

.Numbering entering First year high 
school ( Fall ) 1934 . 

265 380 

There is a greater desire shown for the continu-
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ation of education beyond the high school by the urban group 

and above that of the rural. For the rural thirty-five per 

cent of the boys and fifty-three of the girl s indicated in 

answer to questionnaire sent to all high school seniors in 

the County that they had plans to attend college next year. 

This compares with seventy per cent of the urban boys and 

sixty per cent of the urban girl s who plan to go to college 

next year. 
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TABLE XX!II . PUPILS E� ROLLED IN SULLIV� COUNTY SCHOOLS 
OF GIVEN SIZE , 1924-1935 

Year One-Teacher Two-T eacher Three-Teacher 
or More 

1924 1881 2439 1657 

1925 1708 2228 1924 

19 26 1348 2153 2495 

1927 1231 1714 2891 

1928 1308 1528 3326 

1929 958 1480 3254 

1930 923 1287 3428 

1931 828 1320 3859 

1932 846 1291 3925 

1933 713 1313 4128 

1934 689 1911 3730 

1935 682 1831 4362 

There was no consolidation in Sullivan County 

sys tem prior to 1923 ; two � chool s were consolidated during 

the year 1923-1924 . This year may be marked as  the beginning 

of consolidation in �ullivan County. The following ye ar five 

additional schools were con solidated, making a total of six . 



TABLE XXIV • NUMBER O F  SCHOOLS OF IND I CATED SIZE ,  
S�AN C�NTY, 19 24-19 34 . 

• e s 

S i z e  of S chool 

One- te acher 

Two- te acher 

Three or mor e t eacher 

1924 

39 

28 

' 12 

1934 

20 

29 

24 

Not unt il 19 26,  when there w e r e  ten s chools 

comb in ed ,  was the f ir s t  s t ep made in transpor t ing pup i l s  

to the C ounty s chool s . The following year , 1927 , showed a 

marked change from 1924 ; tw elve s choo l s  w ere then c on­

s o lida ted and s ix trucks and one w agon were empl oyed to 

transport 214 s tudents to the ir respe c tive s chool s .  In 
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1935, the re w ere s·event e en consolidated s chool s ,  requiring • 

a fl e e t  of tw enty- e ight bus s e s  to carry more than s ixt e en 

hundred s tudents to the ir modernly e quipped s cho ols . 

TABLE X:XV • TRANSP ORTATI ON DATA, ELEMENTARY AND HIGH 
S CHOOL PUP ILS , 19 35 . 

.Number 
of 

Students 
990 

Number 
of 

Busses  
1 2  

High S chool 

713 1 6  

r "!iingth 
of 

Rout es 
435 mil e s  

713 mil e s  

Drivers' 
Mon thly 

'l'otal Cost 

Salar ies Per Month 
$1278 .00 $10 , 224 . 00 

Per Pupil 
�1 . 29 

1793 . 10 16 , 137 . 90 2 . 51 
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I 
I . 

Figure 20 . 



·' 
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. .  

Figure 21 . 

The phot.ogranh s  shown o n  nage 74 and the one at the top of 

this pe g e  re example s o f  tra diti onal s chool bu i l d ings in 

Sull ivan Count y .  The s e  four buil dings ·.vere r ep l ac e d  by the 

modern c o n so l i da t e d  bui l d ing shown in the l owe r photogranh . 

Thi s  i s  in the Fordtown C ommuni t y . 



One of the chief factors hindering cons olida tion 

in both elementary and high s Ch ools has be en the lack of 

hard surface roads . Not until recent ye ars has the ne t 

· work of hard roads been extended t o  the remote sections of 

the County . Transportation is  ut terly impos s ible unle s s  

roads are kept passable during the winter months . 

TABLE XXVI . COMPARISO N OF THE EDUCATI ONAL ACHIEVEw 
MENT OF HEADS OF SCHOOLS I.N SULLIVAN 
COUNTY WITH THOSE OF THE STATE 

Sullivan County 
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Size of School Educ ational Training 
p 

Four teacher Mas ter ' s  Degree 

Five te acher Mas ter ' s  Degree 

Seven teacher ( two ) Master ' s  and Bachel or ' s  

Eight teacher Mas ter ' s  Degre e 

The State Per Cent 

Three te acher 15 . 2  with no degrees 

Four to  s even ,S;e acher 9 . 6 with no degre es 

Eight or more te acher 5 . 0 with no degre es 

The high s chool principal of Sullivan C ounty, in 

educ ational training is  ab ove the average for the State . 

True , as in the general trend, these principals are a 

little older in ye ars , have more experience and have more 

advanced educational training than the other te achers . 

Principal s were placed in groups �ccording to the 

number of s tudents in the s cho ol of whi ch they were principal . 
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Gr oup I, are princ ipals of seh ools with an enrollment of 100 

to 250 students ; group II , with an enrollment of 250 to 400 , 

group III , 400 to 600 students . 

TABLE XXVII . TRAINING, EXPERIENCE AND TENURE OF ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL PRINC IPALS 

Tenure in 
GrouE Experience Training Same School 

I 9 2 years 
c ollege 

6 

5 2 2 

12 2 8 

7 2 1 

3 2 2 

1 6  C ollege 8 

5 3 3 

7 2: 2 
Average �- � (plus) 4 

II 13 2 7 

25 1 6 

12 1 7 

12 College 2 

6 2 6 

ATe rage ].3 . 6 2- 5 . 6 

I II 8 Part Master ' s  5 

7 C ollee;e 4 

Average 7 . 5  More than college 4 . 5 
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C onclusi on . Although in many respe c t s , the 

s chool s  of Sullivan C ounty exempl ify the typical s chool s 

of Tenne s s e e ,  whi ch have emerged from the pioneer type 

into some of the mo s t  modern . Wi thin r e c ent ye ars 1 

Sullivan County has forged ahe ad in the c on s truction of 

hard surfac e roads making pos s ibl e the con s olidat i on of 

inade quate remote s ch o ol s in to well e quipped bui ldings w i th 

better t r ained and more e xp erienced te achers , gi ving the 

s tudent s adv antage of thoroughnes s  in train ing and o c c a s i on 

t o  part i c ipate in e xtra- curricul ar activi tie s . 

Much credit i s  due t o  Superint endent John E .  

Dail and the Boards of Educat i on tha t have w orked w i th 

him during h i s  twelve ye ars in offi c e  in f ormul ating and 

carrying out the s chool p ol i c ie s ,  and directing one of 

the l arge s t  county s chool building programs 1 whi ch i s  not 

comple t e ,  in Ea s t  T enne s s ee . 



CHAPTER V .  

CARE OF THE INDIGENT 

Relief . Sull ivan County has always pr ovided 

me ans of caring for the afflicted and indigent pers ons . 

There has always been a cl as s of people in the County that 

have continually needed relief, and the e vil effects of the 

depres sion have added more to this clas s . The location of 

a large number of the indus trial plants in Sullivan County 

has both created and solved relief problems . Transient 

workers , with the ir familie s ,  come to the c ities whe re 

industri es were loc ated w ith the hopes of finding employ­

ment or getting on the relief rolls . In th i s  re spect,  

prob lems were created . But on the o ther hand the factorie s  

maintaining production bas i s ,  gave employment to a l arge 

number of w orkers matly of whom lived on nbaby farms 11 and 

produc ed a part of the food supply . Many familie s  during 

the depression moved to ne arby farms and did gardening and 

trucking until busine s s  regained normalcy . In s p ite of the 

large County population, at no time did Sullivan need as 

much relief as other c ount ies . In February, l935,  only nine 

per cent of the total population was receiving unemployment 

relief.  Jus t  s ix counties of the State received a smaller 

amount of unemployment relief at thi s t ime than Sullivan . 

By interviewing the relief · offices ,  it was found that the 

amount of relief needed is  declining . 

79 
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At all times , federal direct and work r elief 

have a ided the public and private agencies of Kingsport and 

Bris tol by taking from their roll s a large number of cas e s . 

The social welfare and re lief agenci es of Sullivan Count_y 

are placed in three groups , County, C ity of Kingspart, . and 

the City of Bri stol . 

Table �II shows unemployment in Sullivan and 

adj oining counties in 1930 . 

For obvious reas ons there were more unemployed 

people of both clas ses in Sullivan County than any other 

County shown in the 1930 comparison . First Sullivan has a 

larger total population, supporting more gainful workers . 

Second, it muat be cons idered that a large number of people 

from the ad j oining counties find employment in Sullivan 

County . This number in addit ion t o  the wandering workers , 

which would 'be lis ted in Clas s A, gave Sulllvan a large 

number of unemployed people in comparison to the other 

count.ies in 1930 . N ot all persons in Class A were sincere 

in seeking employment a ft er they qualified for the city or 

county relie f rolls . 

Care of Indigent P erson s  by the County. An .equal 

appropr iation i s  made to the Salvation Army of Kingsport and 

Bristol by the County C ourt annually . For the last four years 

this appropriation has b een $1 , 200 . 00 1 although thi s may vary 

from year to year ; the County C ourt may appropriate such 

amounts as i t  sees fit and necess ity demands . Three hundred 



TABLE XXVIII .UNEM.PLOYMENT I.N SULLIVAN .AND ADJOINING CQW'J;'.IF;S 

Clas s A, .Persons OUt 
Clas s B, Pers.ons 
Having Job s ,  but 

Numb er of of a Job, Able to Work Layed Off Without 
Gainful and Looking for a Job eay 

Countr Total Population Worlce�s . .  Total Male Female Total Male Ff!.al.a 

. Sull ivan 51, 087 17, 787 521 453 68 247 176 71 

Hawkins 24 , 117 7 , 190 55 48 7 33 23 . 10 

Greene 35, 119 11, 164 . 47 43 4 59 55 4 

Johns on 12, 209 3, 604 29 28 1 11 11 0 

C arter 29 , 223 9 , 727 389 320 69 67 48 19 

Washington 45, 805 15 , 096 371 314 57 131 108 23 

Source : Fifteenth Census of the United 3tat e s ,  1930, Vol . 1 .  

� 
l l l 



dollars per year is paid by the C ounty to each of three 

County phys icians , .who rende r me dical se rvic es t o  those who 

are unable to pay . 
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Familie s tha t are on the border line of public 

charges may rece ive $5 .00 , $7 . 50 and $10.00 on the b asis  of 

need per quart er upon the re commendati on to the C ounty C ourt 

by the Jus t i ce of. Peace of a local di s trict . During the 

April t o  July quarter , 1936 thi s type of relief amounted t o  

$798 .00 . For paupers who are unable t o  bury their dead the 

County will allow $15 .00 on funeral expenses of adults and 

$10 .00 for children ; this expense averages from $30 .00 t o  

$50 .00 per quart er . 

Sull ivan County ' s welfare organizat i ons are listed 

on the follow ing pages together with a brief de s criptio n of 

the dutie s they perform . 

In Sullivan C ounty, including Kingsport and Bri s tol, 

there are fifty sources , other than t he government direct and 

work relief ,  from whi Ch re lie f  and public welfare ass i stance 

may be obtained . These agencies are both private and public 

in nature and function in an unorganized and unsys tematic 

manner.  OVer-lapping and dupli cation of publi c  and chari table 

fUnds is not only characteris tic but has b ecome a problem to 

to the director s  of welfare agencie s . However, some effort 

is exhaus t ed by the independ ent agencie s  to avoid dupli cating . 

This method only func ti ons at its best  when a fri endly and 

cooperative relati onship exis ts b etween the agenci es . Fortun­

ately for Sull ivan County, there has b e en a very fine spirit 
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shown in cooperating to make the relief  and w elfare agen cies 

effective and worth while . 

A wide step was taken in the spring of 193 6 ,  in 

the organization of · a  Sullivan County Council of Social 

Agencie s .  Although the organization i s  new ,  the keen inter­

est by the busine ss leaders , the directors of all public and 

private agencies indic ate that a far more effective s ocial 

servic e w ill be r endered in the future . 

I .  WELFARE ORGAN IZAT IONS IN KINGSPORT 

( 1 )  Community Chest . 

( 2 )  Ameri can Red Cross . 

( 3 ) Holston Valley Hospital . 

( 4 )  Church Home for Children 

A home supported through the efforts of 

the various churches , espe cially the Episcopal 

Church, and through donati ons by various other 

organizati ons and by individuals . All help is 

unsolicited . 

(5) The . Salvation Ar.my 

The s alvation army has been carrying on 

the regular relief program of Kingsport ' s  under­

privileged for s everal years . The religious 

program consis ts of Womens Club s ,  Sunday School s ,  

Bible Clas s e s ,  and w ork w ith the young people . 

The relie f  work i s  under the supervis ion 

of the Advisory Board which i s  composed of re-
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pres entiv� business men in Kingsport . The 

religiou� program is carried . on solely under 

the supervi sion o£ the Salva tion Army . 

The Salvat ion Army i s  entrus ted with 

the invest igation and relie£ of the needy 

£amilie s . 

( 6 )  American Legion 

Wel£are w ork is  in charge o£ a com­

mittee from thi s organization . Through the 

Legion ,  relief is  given to families of ex­

service men in the way of food ,  clothing, 

medi cal care,  etc . Aid i s  given pennile s s  

trans ients . At Christmas t ime b askets o£ 

food are delivered to needy families whether 

or not they are dependant s of ex- s ervi ce men . 

A donation was made thi s year t oward the 

support o£ the Children ' s  Home . At pr e s ent , 

the Legion is working on the ir proj ect o£ 

establi shing a C ommunity C ent er . 

( 7 )  American Le gion Auxiliary 

Give s aid t o  needy families of ex­

s ervi ce men in the w ay of £ood, clothing, 

school supplies . 

( 8 )  Parent Teache rs Ass ociations 

Some of these groups £urni sh lunches 

for under pr ivileged children . All do general 

wel£are work wi th needy s chool children by 



supplying clothing, books , et c .  

( 9 )  City of Kingsport 

Appropriates funds f or Salvation Army, 

cooperates with City Schools ,  operates a play­

ground during the summer months . 

( 10 )  Rotary Club 

Supplie s  between 500 and 600 one -
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half pint bottle s of milk per w eek to s chool 

children . Raises  funds for the student loan 

fund . Boy-Scout work; c ooperates with Shriners 

in crippled children ' s  and crippled adults ' 

work . 

( 11 )  Kiwanis Club 

Builds portable rooms for T .  B .  pati ents .  

Is  interested in doing something for T . B . situ­

ation w ith children . Spons ers Boy S cout troop . 

( 12 )  Wednesday Club 

Doe s work with underprivileged s chool 

children and a few of pre-s chool age with em­

phas is on medical attention for thos e  needing 

tonsil operati ons and eye glas ses . Supplies 

clothing, medicine and occasi onally milk for 

needy children .  They are interes ted in better­

ing home c onditions and in the juvenile delin­

quent situat ion . 

( 13 }  Junior Welfare Guild 

A new organization whose maj or proj ect 

at present is making bandages at the Community 



Hospit al . 

( 14 )  Juvenile Court. 

( 15 )  Truant Offic er. 

( 1 6)  Sull ivan County Health Unit • 
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( 17 )  Bu siness and Pr ofe s s i onal Wome n ' s Club -- spons ers 

Girl Scout troup • 

( 18 )  Boy S cout s ·  

( 19 )  Gir l Scouts • 

( 20 )  Tenness ee Society for Crippled Chrildren • 

( 21 )  Virginia Club • 

( 22 )  Book Club · 

II . WELFARE ORGANIZATION S  BRISTOL, TENNESSEE 

( 1 )  Ameri can Red Cross • 

( 2 ) Y .  M . C .  A .  

Baths and instructions in health to 

under-priv iledged b oys , e t c . 

( 3 ) Salvat ion Army 

Investigates al l cas es and handle s 

city appropriation for poor and relief;  

furni shing fuel ,  food, etc . To poor beside s 

their regular religious program and attent ion 

to trans i ents . 

( 4 ) . Sull ivan County Health Unit . 

( 5 )  City of Bri s tol , Tennes see . 

$150 . 00 per month to the Salvation Army 

$600 . 00 per year to the B . s . c . 

hospitalization . 



$300 .00 per ye ar to the Mercy Hospital ,  

C olored . 

$300 .00 to $350 .00 per year to relie f 

through Tenne s see Welfare Offi ce , 7 th Stree t � 

( 6 ) Sewing Club 

Quilts an d  carpe ts made and di s tributed 

to needy families � 

( 7 } T anaxi Club 

Red Cross dre s s ings ; help given t o  ne edy 

families • 

( 8 }  Yachtir Club 

Quilt s and c omforts made and distribut ed 

through Red Cross • 

( 9 )  Hackler-Wood Post-Ame ri can Legion 
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Rel i ef given t o  ex- servi ce men and families ; 

compensation problems and hospitalizat i on needs 

of sold i.e rs • 

( 10 )  Hackl er-Wood Auxillary 

Clothing, food , fuel ,  s chool books , etc . t o  

ne edy f amilies o f  e x-servic e men . Winter 1935-

36 nine families cared for w ith a total of 32 

children in s aid f amilie s . 

( 11 )  Rural Friendship Club 

Not restric ted but membership largely 

Virginian . Some work done in Tennesse e . Ex­

pend about $100 .00 per year on groceri es , bed 

clothing, laye t tes , et c .  outs ide of city .  
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( 12 )  �eedle Work Club 

New garme nt s ,  e ither pur chased or 

made , given t o  the needy . 

( 13 )  Blue Stocking Club 

Wi th the $600 .00 per ye ar fram the 

C£ty of Bris tol, Tenne s s ee ,  and from 

$700 .00 t o  $1, 000 .00 rais ed by the ir own 

effor t s ,  this club devot es most of its  

funds t o  hospitalizations . Every case is  

thoroughly inves tigated . Milk is als o  

suppl ied t o  many famili es and medi cal care 

furnishe d . Furnish c ars each week to Out­

Patient Clin i c  at Kings Mountain Memorial 

Hospit al and tonsilectomi es for s chool 

children . 

( 14 )  Kings Mountain Memori al Ho spital 

Donate $25 .00 per month t o  Kings 

Mountain Memorial Hospital . 

( 15 )  Child Study Club 

Rais ed about $800 .00 for playground . 

C ontribute food, clothing and t oys to 

cl inic for underprivileged children . 

( 16 )  Lions Club 

Provide milk for the needy, etc . 

( 18 )  Rotary Club 

Provide milk to undernourished 
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school children, both whi te and colored . 

Hold crippled children clini c s  and t ake c are 

of the cripple d children in thi s vacinity by 

sending them to ho spitals,  furnishing brace s ,  

crutche�, et c .  Donate to Tenne s see Socie ty 

for Cripple s . Boy ' s Work Committ ee does work 

among all classe s . 

( 19 )  Civitan Club 

As s i st Rotary Club in Milk Fund . Project 

this ye ar t o  establi sh a Juvenile Court . 

( 20 )  Tuberculosis As sociation 

T . B . work, b oth hospitalization and 

home work . 

( 21 )  Bus ines s  and Profe s sional Woman ' s  Club 

Erected and furni shed Burr Cottage for 

T .  B .  treatment . 

( 22 )  Parent Te achers Associati ons . 

( 23 )  Elks Club 

Provides a large numb er of shoe s and 

bre akfast s  for underprivileged s chool children . 

( 24 )  Bris tol Ministerial Ass ociation 

A modern step is being taken now to establish 

a eounty Council of Soc ial Agencie s for purposes of 

coordinating . the work of the various agencie s . The follow­

ing by-laws have be en proposed . 
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PROPOSED BY-LAWS FOR 
SULLIVAN COUNTY COUNCIL OF SOCI AL AGENCIES 

Se ction 1 .  

Section 1. 

Section 1 .  

Sec ti on 2 .  

Secti on 1 .  

Secti on 2 .  

Sec ti on 3 .  

Section 4 .  

Article 1. Name 

The name of thi s or ganization shall be 
" Sull ivan C ounty Council of Social Agencie s " . 

Art icle 2 .  Purpo se 

The purpo s e  of this  organi zati on shall be : 

( a ) 

( b )  

( c ) 

To study th e s o cial problems of 
Sullivan County. 
To coordinate the work of existing 
Social We lfare Agencie s . 
To re commend and as sist  in formul ating 
a cons truc tive progrrum of long r ange 
planning to t ake c are of the future 
needs of Sullivan Countys 1 s oc ial 
problems . 

Art icle 3 .  Membership 

Membership in this organi zation shall be l imi t­
ed t o  one represent ive from each of the Welfare 
Agenc ie s in Sullivan County . 

A Welfare Agency shall be defined as any agency 
in Sulliv an County that has de fini tely out lined 
a welfare progrrum . 

Arti cle 4 .  Meetings 

The me etings of th is or ganization sh all be held 
on the third Monday of each month at a time and 
place to be de signated by the Ex ecut ive Committee . 

20% of the Member ship sha ll constitute a quorum. 
Voting by proxy shall not be permitted . 

The fir s t  meeting in July shall be cons idered the 
annual mee ting of this organization. 

The order of bu sine s s  shall be as fo llows : 
( l )  Roll Call . 
( 2 ) Re ading of minut es of last meeting . 
( 3 )  Unfinished busines s from la st meet ing . 
( 4 ) Repor t of Committees . 
( 5 )  New busines s . 
( 6 ) Open dis cus s i on . 
( 7 }  Adj ournment • 



Secti on 1 .  

Sect ion 2 .  

Section 3 .  

Secti on 4 .  

Section 1 .  

Sec tion 2 .  

Section 3 .  

Secti on 4 . 

Section 1 .  
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Article 5 .  Dire ctor s 

The Board of Directors shall con s i s t  of 7 
members of thi s organizat i on f or a period 
of one ye ar and shall be  sub j e ct to re­
ele ction . 

The Directors sh all have general management 
of the offic er s ,  funds and re cords of the 
Organizat i on . 

The Dire ctors shall be  empowered t o  fill 
va cancies on the board until the e lection 
and qualificat i on of suc ce s s or s . 

The Board shall have the authority to call 
any sp ecial mee t ing which they or 20� of 
the membership shall deem ne ce s s ary . 

Art icle 6 .  Offi cers 

The Offic ers of this Organi zation shall be 
Pres ident , a Vice-Pres id ent and a Secretary­
Trea surer e lected by the memb ers for a t erm 
of one year and eligible for reele ct ion . 

The dutie s of the Pres id ent shall be t o  
pres ide at a ll mee tings , of either the Board 
of Direct or.s or the memb ership, t o  s ign all 
checks drawn by the Ass ociat i on and to per­
form all other duties connec ted with thi s  
offic e . 

The Vice-Pre s ident shall in the absence of the 
Pre s iden t ,  perform all t he duti es of the 
.Pres id�nt and any such other duties as the 
Board of Dire ctor s may pre s cribe . 

The Se cretary-Treasurer shall b e  the custodi an 
of the funds and records of this  Organizati on ;  
shall keep all records in an acceptable and 
busine ss -like manner and shall countersign all 
che cks drawn on t he As sociation . The Secretary­
Treasurer shall s end out all notices of me et­
ings and shall s erve as Secretary to  the Board 
and as re cording S ecretary a t  all me etings of 
the memb ers . 

Article 7 .  Amendments 

The C onstitution and By-Laws of this  Associ­
ation may be  rumended at any regular meeting 
by a two-thirds v ote of tho se pre sent and 
voting . 



Section 2 .  

Secti on 1 .  

Any propos ed Amendment t o  the Constitut ion 
and By-Laws mus t be submi tted in writ ing at 
a re gular meeting of th is Association at 
l eas t one month in advance . 

Art icle 8 .  Dissoluti on 

Upon the affirmativ e  vote of 60% of the 
total memb ership, this As sociation shall 
be dis solved. 
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The County Alms House . Although the County Alms 

Hous e should not be clas sified as  an emergency or temporary 

relief agency for poverty stricken people , there is a 

relat ionship between thi s type of institution and pe ople 

l iving on subsistent means . It endeavors to furnish as sist­

ance to many classes of people : the poor , orphans , aged, and 

the insane ; and since thes e  s teps are taken to care for the 

public charges ,  the writer feels that mention should be 

given the County Alms House . 

As one is usually dire cted, so  it is in Sullivan 

County, over the hill to the Poor House . The road is g ood , 

though only few people travel it who are not vis itors to  

County institution for those poor souls who are less 

fortunate than others . 

The building is a large frame structure , badly in 

need of paint and general repair, { Poss ibly the cost would 

be  $1, 000 .00 to make the immediate needed repairs . ) surround­

ed by a spacious shady lawn, with long worn seats for the 

inmates ' use . On the long back porche s on ei ther side can 

be seen more seats , Chairs and trunks . It is in this build-
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ing tha t mos t  of the now thirty-eight { twenty w omen and 

e ight een men)  publ ic �charges are c onf ined . Fur ther t o  the 

back there are two small s tone bui ldings which are ass ign­

ed t o  spec ial us e .  One s erves  as a kind of j ail hous e for 

the insane and the unruly ; the other a c comodate s two 

families whi ch are county charges and in addi tion receiv e s  

any over flow wh ich might come from the other bu ilding . 

When the Superint endent was asked for permiss ion 

to vi sit the rooms and talk with the inmate s ,  he very will­

ingly gave hi s cons ent and added that Mr . X could go al ong 

and g ive any informati on that was des ired con cerning the 

in stituti on and the pe ople who were kept th ere . This  man, 

we later learne d was of v aluable assi stance t o  the Super­

intendent . He had been in the Alms House for three ye ars , 

be cause he did not w ant t o  be a burden to his peopl e . He 

was informed in de tail about the inmates and the management 

of the ins tituti on . 

First , the writer was shown the part of the build­

ing whi ch was occu�ied by the Superint endent and his family ,  

then pas sed on to the smaller rooms used b y  the inmates . 

The rooms could not be de scrib ed as b e ing in a depl orable 

condition ,  though many impr ovements c ould be made whi ch 

would add to the comfort and pleasure of the o ccupant s . In 

the small rooms , e ach of wh ich was lighted and ventilated 

by one window , but he ated by a centra l he ating system, was a 

bed on· an uncovered floor , surrounded by four dark unpainted 

walls . In one room there was a small rug on the fl oor and 
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a dusty pi ctur e  on the wall . The bed clothing was in a fair 

state of cleanlines s . Screened doors and windows protected 

the inmate s ,  and added to the sanitati on of the building . 

On one end of the building were s eparate sanitary toilets . 

Near the center of the 1 long 1 part of the house were two 

dining rooms . Not all however, go there to eat, food being 

carried to the mentally sick and feeble ones while others 

carry food to their own rooms to eat . 

In the stone j ail , as it  was called, conditions 

were worse than in any other r oom or building although this 

might b e  expected s inc e it w as he re the insane ones were kept . 

The s econd s tone building showed much improvement over the 

bastile ; even with thi s ,  it was not s o  de sirable , in many 

respe cts , as the ' big hous e ' . 

Fighting among the inmates w as s aid t o  be one 

form of amus ement . A radio was so installed that thos e who 

cared to do so could hear the programs . Some ministers visit 

the institution and talk to the inmate s ,  who are apparently 

little impre s sed w ith what they hear . 

The cost of operating and maintaining the Sullivan 

County Poor Farm f or the ye ar end ing June 30 , 1934 was 
1 

$4, 515 . 50 . The r emuneration of the Poor Farm Superintendent 

is based on allowance made to him by the Quarterly County 

Court of $40 .00 per quarter pe r  inmate .  

Food, grains , forage for the c ows and other live 

s to ck is produced by the able-bodied inmates , on the portion 

of the fifty acre farm which is under cultivation . Thus , this  

1 A Report of The Survey of The Finances and Management of 
the Government of Sullivan County, TBnnessee ; 1934 , 
p . ll7 . 
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s erves a dual purpose by providing . employment for th os e 

who are able to work and reducing the amount of fo od 

which would otherwis e have t o  be purcha sed . Figures are 

not available as to how much food was produced during the 

year 1933-34, but the total cos t  per inmate ,  including 

the cost of food purchased t o  supplement that raised on 

the farm, was fifty-eight cent s . 

DETAILED RECORD OF POOR FARM COMMISSI ON EXPENDITURES FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30,1934 

Poor Farm C ommis sion 
Poor Farm Superintendent for b oard 

and care of inma tes 
Other Expe nses : 

Lights 
FUe l 
Medical Supplies 
Bedding 
Supplies 
Disinfectant 
Repairs 
Transportat ion of inmates 

$185 . 00 

3, 452 . 77 

187 . 15 
271 . 88 

8 . 00 
36 . 00 

188 . 83 
77 . 80 

100 .57 
7 . 50 

$4,515.50 

Aid giv en to paupers in 1914 by the · County was 

as follows :
� 

Firs t  Quarter , l914 , :paupers out side the poor house : $305 . 00 

Paupers ins ide the poor house :  182 . 71 

Second Quarter, l914, pauper s outs ide the poor house :  681 . 50 

Paupers ins ide the poor hous e :  159 . 35 

Third Quarter, l914, paupers outside the poor hous e :  681 . 50 

Pauper s ins ide the poor house : 216 .04 

Four th Quarter, l914, paupers outside the poor house : 696 . 50 

Paupers inside the poor hous e : 298 . 60 
$3,221.20 

2 Chairman ' s Register of Warrants , Sullivan ·County Courts ; 
Vol. 4. 
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While it is imposs ible to trace t he care o£ 

the indigent thiUugh any p rogres s ive s teps in Sullivan 

C ounty, since t he original method o£ care , the almshouse 

and outdoor pauper rel ie £ are still in exi s tence , the data 

o£ the ch ap ter show a tendency £or a multiplici ty o£ 

agencies and organizations to spring up t o  administer to 

such problems . Finally, in the Sullivan County Council of 

Social Agenc ie s  there i s  an att empt at coordinati on . 



. .... . 

Figure 22 . Scenes at Sullivan County Alms House . 
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F� 23 . Scenes at Sullivan C ounty Alms House . 
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