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Figure 5.  The spatial distribution of 116 recent fee-simple acquisitions made by the Nature 
Conservancy to protect hardwood forests in the Central and Southern Appalachians.  We 
created model conservation plans that prioritized between these protected areas (shown here 
in orange) based on known occurrences of species-level conservation targets.   
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CHAPTER 2:  
The spatial grain of acquisition cost and biodiversity benefit data determines 

the apparent effectiveness of an opportunistic conservation strategy 
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