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Speech Register 

You will code either Infant Directed Speech or Adult Directed Speech. There is an “unspecified” code; 
however, this code should rarely, if ever, be used.  

Infant directed speech (IDS) is characterized by higher frequency, increased pitch excursions, and 
exaggerated phrasing  

Adult directed speech (ADS) is normal speech, the way you would talk to an adult  

Helpful hints: 

IDS: 

1) Sing-songy 
2) The rate of speech is slower 
3) The mom is more likely to lower her head and get on the baby’s level 
4) Speech is usually more enunciated, and the phrases are often exaggerated, especially the end of 

the phrases .  
5) The vowels are often elongated.  

ADS:   

1) Speech that is of normal frequency, and the frequency does not vary very much. 
2) The rate of speech is usually a little faster. 
3) There is not as much emphasis on enunciation.  
4) Slang is used more often. (Ex. You just chillin’) 

Examples: Go to coding assignment in AACT under zaynee. Open Speech Register (3rd assignment) 

See the following segments for examples of difficult speech register coding.  

1. 00:00:56.209-00:00:57.465 19. 00:09:37.941-00:09:38.434   
2. 00:06:23.026-00:06:24.507 20.  00:11:29.636-00:11:30.769 
3. 00:06:29.543-00:06:30.464 21.  00:11:30.792-00:11:32.497 
4. 00:07:26.763-00:07:28.120 22. 00:11:32.553-00:11:33.663 
5. 00:07:28.180-00:07:29.224 23. 00:11:34.824-00:11:35.879 
6. 00:07:49.134-00:07:51.243 24. 00:11:37.197-00:11:38.632 
7. 00:07:51.949-00:07:53.598 25.  00:11:51.908-00:11:52.974 
8. 00:07:56.930-00:07:57.883 26. 00:11:54.723-00:11:56.148 
9. 00:07:58.108-00:07:58.837 27. 00:12:02.396-00:12:03.170 
10. 00:08:00.340-00:08:01.899 28.  00:09:33.828-00:09:35.051 
11. 00:08:15.641-00:08:17.884 
12. 00:08:25.798-00:08:26.830  
13. 00:08:37.503-00:08:38.995 
14. 00:09:02.080-00:09:03.684 
15. 00:09:24.463-00:09:25.259 
16. 00:09:25.463-00:09:27.113 
17. 00:09:27.649-00:09:28.468 
18. 00:09:32.605-00:09:33.873 
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Maternal Initiation  

Your will code either Elicit, Comment, or Directive. There is an “unspecified” code; however, this code 
should rarely be used, only in situations where you cannot understand the mother.  

Directive: e.g., stop crying, play with this 

Comment: e.g., you’re a good baby, I don’t like green eggs 

Elicitation: e.g., any question 

Helpful hints:  

Elicit: 

1) These are any questions that the mom asks her child.  
2) These can be wh-questions, or they can be questions such as “You want the ball?” 
3) “Huh?” is also included.  
4) Often times these questions have a rising intonation towards the end.  

Comment:  

1) These are statements that the mother makes, usually regarding a present activity that they are 
engaged in. For example, the baby is playing with a doll, and the mom says “the doll has pink 
hair”. 

2) It also includes stories that the mom tells the infant. 
3) We have decided to include comments that the mom makes to herself. 
4)  Include statements like “you can close it” because she is commenting on something that can be 

done with the object. She is not telling her child to close it.    
5) Include statements such as “let’s see what you do on your tummy”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Directive:  

1) These are commands that the mom makes asking her child to do something.  For example, the 
mom tells her child to “sit up”. 

Examples: Go to coding assignment in AACT under zaynee. Open Maternal Initiation (2nd assignment)  

See the following segments for examples of difficult speech register coding. 

1. 00:00:56.209-00:00:57.465   12.  00:06:05.931-00:06:06.503   23. 00:09:02.080-00:09:03.684 
2. 00:03:33.001-00:03:34.133   13.  00:06:11.764-00:06:14.20     24. 00:09:27.647-00:09:28.471 
3. 00:03:39.013-00:03:39.708   14.  00:06:29.532-00:06:30.553   25. 00:09:32.605-00:09:33.873 
4. 00:03:48.155-00:03:49.310   15.  00:06:38.012-00:06:39.818   26. 00:09:33.828-00:09:35.051 
5. 00:03:53:371-00:03:56.769   16.  00:06:40.525-00:06:42.342   27. 00:11:26.200-00:11:27.356 
6. 00:04:04.442-00:04:05.743   17.  00:07:09.218-00:07:09.812   28. 00:06:16.868-00:06:18.539 
7. 00:04:24.453-00:04.25.676   18.  00:07:32.403-00:07:33.043   29. 00:06:44.927-00:06:46.352 
8. 00:04:41.144-00:04:43.578   19.  00:07:44.293-00:07:46.458   30. 00:07:03.851-00:07:04.703 
9. 00:05:44.282-00:05:00.267   20.  00:07:46.582-00:07:47.883   31. 00:07:49.150-00:07:51.226 
10. 00:05:46.862-00:05:48.713   21.  00:07:56.913-00:07:57.911   32. 00:08:05.056-00:08:05.539 
11. 00:05.48.735-00:05:50.653   22.  00:08:15.679-00:08:17.844 
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Infant Vocalizations  

You will either code Biological or Speech-like. There is an “unspecified” code; however, this code should 
rarely, if ever, be used.  

Biological: e.g., cough, burp, hiccup, etc. 

Speech-like: It is vowel-like and consonant-like. Whine is still speech-like but crying is characterized by 
open vocal tract 

Helpful hints: 

Biological: 

1) Biological productions can be more abrupt. 
2) They do not have intonation or prosody. 

Speech-like: 

1) Productions that have recognizable intonation and prosody such as cooing and whining. 
2) Any type of babbling should be included. 
3) These productions are made with an approximated vocal tract. 
4) Vocalizations where vowels and consonants sounds are noticed should be included. 
5) Squeals and growls are also included.  

Examples: Go to coding assignment in AACT under zaynee. Open Infant Vocalization (4th assignment) 

See the following segments for examples of difficult speech register coding. 

1. 00:03:38.020-00:03:38.850 
2. 00:05:22.047-00:55:23.537 
3. 00:05:32.518-00:05:33.079 
4. 00:06:08.861-00:06:09.579 
5. 00:06:16.236-00:06:16.943 
6. 00:08:18.116-00:08:18.845 
7. 00:10:47.252-00:10:48.542 
8. 00:10:48.509-00:10:49.350 
9. 00:10:49.399-00:10:50.943 
10. 00:10:53.500-00:10:54.936 
11. 00:10:55.800-00:11:00.533 
12. 00:11:08.397-00:11:09.579 
13. 00:11:38.549-00:11:39.412 
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Tips for coding utterances: 

1) Use SALT transcription and C-Units 
2) What counts as a C-Unit is a complete sentences. For example, for the utterance “this is four, 

and this is five”, “this is four” would be one utterance, and “and this is five” would be another 
utterance. 

Helpful Tips about AACT:  

To code: 

1. Open AACT from the icon at the bottom of the desktop 
2. Once AACT opens click coder and log in 
3. Your username and password should be your first name.  
4. After you log in, your assignments should pop up.  
5. If you use the scroll bar towards the bottom and scroll over to the right to the heading Field, you 

will be able to see what you are coding. 
6. To open it, use the scroll bar and scroll back to the left to the heading Session File, and click on 

which ever one you want to code.  
7. After opening it, move video 1 to the computer screen on the right.  
8. Then, also move the AACT-TF32 window to the computer screen on the right.  
9. After that, on the AACT Event Coding window, click on video, and then click on Launch Second 

Video.  
10. Once you click that, an aactwin_20141217 window pops up. Just click OK, and Video 2 should 

pop up. Also move Video 2 to the computer screen on the right.  
11. To play straight through, on the ACCT Event Coding screen, click Make Active. Then, click Play. 

Click STOP when you find what you’re looking for.  
12. To play just the event of interest, on the AACT Event Coding window, click on Active Loop Range 

to TF32 Cursors, and then click on Video 1. 
13. On the AACT-TF32 window, ] is the beginning point, and [ is the ending point 
14. To code, on the AACT-TF32 window, drag ] to where [ is and then click on <<Cursor on the right 

side of the TF32 window (this will swap Right and Left cursors). After that, drag ] cursor to the 
beginning of the event you want to code. Then, on the AACT Event Coding window, under the 
heading Field, you will different options for coding that behavior. Click on one of those options, 
and you should be able to see it on the Field Codes Display window after you code it. 

Helpful Hints: 

1. To look at a behavior that you have previously coded, on the Field Codes Display, click on the 
event that you want look at, and you cursors should line up on the AACT-TF32 window.  

2. To look at two different behaviors that you have coded, such as speech register and maternal 
initiation, on the AACT Event Coding window, click on fields. Then, click on select fields to code. 
After that, click on the field that you want to display. You will not be able to change anything on 
that field. You will only be able to view it.   
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