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At the parsonage site, we identified the foundations of the house and recovered a 

number of artifacts that allow for interpretations about the life of the Anglican 

missionaries who lived there. The structure measured 35 x 18 ft. and was likely a hall-

and-parlor house.  Within the eastern portion of the house, we located and partially 

excavated an 11 x11 ft. brick-lined cellar.  The cellar provided evidence of the 1715 fire 

that destroyed the parsonage house, as well as stratigraphic information that allowed for 

interpretations regarding the site formation processes that led to the filling of the cellar. 

The numerous ceramics, glass bottles, tobacco pipes, and other artifacts recovered 

indicate that the Anglican missionaries who lived at St. Paul’s had a wide variety of 

European goods, along with locally-made colonowares. The most common types of 

ceramics recovered were manganese mottled wares and Staffordshire slipwares, both 

of which were very common, moderately priced, and relatively plain when compared to 

the higher priced hand-painted Chinese porcelain and tin-glazed wares. Rather than 

being a sign of economic status, the ceramics may instead be an expression of the 

Puritan influences on the Anglican Church at the time, much like the architecture and 

furnishings of the church building itself. The artifacts – namely the relatively high 

number of drinking vessels, glass bottles, and tobacco pipes – indicate the parsonage 

was a social gathering place, which allows for further discussion of the importance of 

the parsonage and the church to the parish community. 

 

Social Functions of St. Paul’s and the Anglican Church 

In colonial America, churches were often at the center of nearly every community 

- whether a Spanish mission town, a small New England village, or larger towns such as 
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Williamsburg and Charles Towne. Besides the small frontier town of Willtown in its 

southern portion, St. Paul’s Parish lacked other villages, towns, or even large 

settlements until the 1720s. There was no central place for people to conduct business 

transactions, hold political meetings, or socialize with other settlers. The lack of central 

meeting places was exacerbated by difficult traveling conditions and the great distances 

between plantations. Therefore, in the case of St. Paul’s Parish and South Carolina’s 

other rural parishes, the local Anglican church became the center of the larger parish 

community. Many of St. Paul’s residents, both Anglicans and dissenters, traveled to the 

church to attend Sunday services and to worship together. The time before and after 

church services was likely the only time throughout the week that many residents saw 

one another outside of their own family members, enslaved laborers, or immediate 

neighbors. Depending on the direction of the tides, parishioners may have spent several 

hours at the church or the nearby parsonage, socializing with one another as they 

waited for the tide to turn. 

 Reverend Dun’s letters indicate that a large number of dissenters lived in St. 

Paul’s Parish. In one of his last duties prior to leaving St. Paul’s in October 1708, Dun 

provided the SPG with a census of his parish. He reported the parish’s population 

included approximately 300 individuals with 80 “professing themselves as belonging to 

the Church of England.” The parish’s 220 dissenters included 150 Presbyterians, 8 

Independents, 40 Anabaptists, 10 Quakers, “& above 12 others, whom I cannot tell what 

to make of” (Dun to SPG Secretary, September 20, 1708, SPG). How many of the 

parish’s dissenters actually attended church services is unclear, but there are 

indications that they regularly attended. In another letter, Dun wrote that his 
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congregation is often a mix of Anglicans, Presbyterians, Independents, and Anabaptists 

(Dun to SPG, April 21, 1707, SPG). After Reverend Maitland replaced Dun at St. Paul’s, 

Commissary Johnston wrote to the SPG that St. Paul’s parishioners “greatly admired” 

Maitland when he first arrived at the church,  

 

. . . particularly by the Presbyterians, who were wonderfully taken with his 

way of preaching which was Extempore, and in all points conformable to the 

usual Method of the Dissenters  (Johnston to SPG Secretary, July 5, 1710, 

SPG). 

 

Johnston’s wording suggests that Presbyterians and other dissenters actually attended 

services at St. Paul’s, rather than just being familiar with Maitland’s sermons. The mixed 

nature of the congregation is again noted by Reverend Standish in 1725 (Standish to 

SPG, March 20, 1725, SPG).  

 In a colony where followers of dissenting religions were welcome to worship 

freely, why would they attend services at an Anglican church? One possibility is that 

there were so few churches in the area that dissenters felt that attending Anglican 

services was better than not attending any at all. There was a Presbyterian church 

located in Willtown that was founded in 1704 (Zierden et al. 1999:47); however, there is 

no mention of other dissenting churches or meetinghouses in the parish. Another 

possible explanation is that dissenters felt that by attending services at St. Paul’s, they 

gained some advantage. It is proposed here that dissenters benefitted socially and 

politically from their attendance at St. Paul’s and other Anglican churches. 
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 Settlers to early colonial South Carolina came from many European countries 

including France, Germany, Scotland, Ireland, and Switzerland (Joseph and Zierden 

2002:1). However, the vast majority of colonists were English, either having arrived 

directly from England or through the English island of Barbados. Especially for those 

settlers newly-arrived from England, South Carolina was unlike anything they had seen 

back home. The environment and landscape were completely foreign to them. Early 

colonists had to learn to navigate the tidal waters, experiment with different crops that 

they never had grown before, and deal with alligators and other types of animals not 

seen in England. People used to the village or urban lifestyles of England, now found 

themselves living several miles from their nearest neighbors and a day’s trip into town. 

The climate posed new problems as well, especially adjusting to the semi-tropical area 

and the hot, humid conditions and diseases it brought. The people of the colony also 

looked and sounded different. Not only did other Europeans settle in South Carolina, but 

many Native Americans still made their homes there, and over time, enslaved West 

Africans by the tens of thousands were brought into the colony. For the first time in 

many of their lives, English people comprised a minority of the population. They were 

surrounded by people who had different cultural practices and who spoke many 

different languages. Even for a dissenter, walking into an Anglican church and being 

surrounded by English practices and traditions and people who wore familiar clothing 

and spoke a familiar language must have provided them with a sense of home, a way to 

maintain and express their English identity, and in some way made their adjustment to 

their new home easier (Hawkins 1983; Woolverton 1984; Linder 2000). 



389 

 

 In a similar fashion, the parsonage at St. Paul’s also served an important social 

role to parishioners. The artifact assemblage from the parsonage more closely 

resembles that of a tavern or other social meeting place, than a domestic residence. 

The use of the parsonage as the center of the community would have been familiar to 

both the priests and their parishioners, as in England parsonages traditionally served as 

social gathering places for the community where parishioners often received medical 

treatment and furthered their education (Bax 1964:3). Continuing in that tradition, it is 

likely that St. Paul’s missionaries often hosted parishioners at their home where they 

would share the latest news and gossip, and strike business deals, while enjoying food, 

beverages, and tobacco. The proximity of the parsonage to the church made it an ideal 

place for members of the congregation to visit with each other after services, especially 

for those people who had to wait for the tide to change. 

It is also likely that St. Paul’s missionaries would accommodate overnight guests. 

While there is no reference to this practice from St. Paul’s missionaries to the SPG, 

Reverend Pouderous, a missionary from St. James’, Santee Parish in the northernmost 

part of the South Carolina colony, wrote that he had to put up guests quite often at his 

parsonage house, as there were no taverns or inns in his parish (Pouderous to SPG 

Secretary, April 16, 1723, SPG). Considering the remoteness of St. Paul’s Parish, and 

the dependence on tidal rivers for transportation, it would not be surprising if its 

missionaries often accommodated overnight guests. An overnight guest from Charles 

Towne or another parish would likely have attracted nearby parishioners in order to 

catch up on the latest news from elsewhere around the colony. Other church-related 

activities may have also taken place at the parsonage, especially since Anglican 
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churches were often reserved only for church services. As there is no mention of a 

vestry house in the documentary record nor has any archaeological evidence of one 

been found, vestry meetings may have taken place at the nearby parsonage. The 

various socializing opportunities at the parsonage would have strengthened the 

community ties between parishioners and kept them informed with the latest news and 

events from Charles Towne in regards to political, economic, social, and religious 

issues. 

 Aligning oneself with the Anglican Church also had advantages for those who 

sought political advancement. When the General Assembly passed the original 

Establishment Act in 1704, it required all members to swear an oath of allegiance to the 

Anglican Church. Although this stipulation was not included in the 1706 Church Act, 

those men who sought political position often allied themselves with the Church, even if 

they did not officially join. One way dissenters could show their support was by 

attending church services at their local Anglican church. In addition, they would have a 

chance to discuss political events with their fellow parishioners who were responsible 

for electing men to the General Assembly and other political positions. The desire for 

political gain explains why Landgrave Bellinger, a devout dissenter, donated several 

acres of land for which St. Paul’s Parish Church, cemetery, and glebe lands were to be 

used. As a landgrave, Bellinger had ambitions to become the colony’s governor and 

would have likely gained support of Anglicans through his donation.  

Dissenting groups also realized they could benefit in the colony by allying 

themselves with the Anglican Church. In the early 1700s as the Church was gaining 

political power, the dissenting French Huguenot population recognized it was to their 
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benefit to affiliate themselves with the Church. In exchange for their votes in support of 

establishment, the Anglican Church provided the Huguenots with their own parish, St. 

Denis, located within the boundaries of St. Thomas Parish. Although the Book of 

Common Prayer was to be used at St. Denis, it was a French translation and services 

were also held in French. Although they sacrificed some of their Calvinist practices by 

joining the Anglican Church, the Huguenots were able to maintain some of their cultural 

practices while also gaining political power as a group. Individual French Huguenots 

also gained politically as they received support from Anglicans in parish elections.  

 

Church Architecture as Expression of Identity 

 St. Paul’s Church also played another important role in the social lives of 

parishioners besides providing a place for English settlers to express and maintain their 

English identity. Through its architecture, St. Paul’s helped to unify its diverse parish. 

The church’s architecture, and that of other South Carolina Anglican churches, reflected 

the Anglican beliefs prevalent at the time, as well as helped to shape and maintain 

those beliefs. During the early-18th century, the Church of England in the New World 

was still predominantly led by Low Churchmen, who backed a more Puritanical 

approach to the Church and who were more open to religious tolerance. This resulted in 

many churches at that time having rather plain interior furnishings and walls. 

Architecturally, this was expressed through clear, glazed windows (rather than stained 

glass) and white walls free of wall paintings or hangings. The only wall decorations 

expected would be wooden tablets in the chancel depicting the Lord’s Prayer and Ten 

Commandments. Furnishings would be rather simple as well, such as simple wooden 
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pews, a pulpit, altar table, and a font for baptism. There is no evidence from 

archaeological excavations that St. Paul’s Church deviated much from this design. By 

following a more Puritan-influenced architectural design for St. Paul’s, church 

supervisors may have been appealing to the large number of dissenters who lived in the 

parish and would hopefully attend services at the church. The inclusion of dissenters in 

the congregation blurred the religious differences between Anglican and dissenters. 

Two of the extant churches - St. Andrew’s (see Figure 3-16) and St. John’s Strawberry 

Chapel (see Figure 1-13) – continue to have the plain and simple influences of Puritan 

thought even today. As with St. Paul’s Parish, the dissenter population in these two 

parishes was relatively high in those rural parishes. 

 However, not all early-18th century Anglican churches in South Carolina were as 

plain and simple as St. Paul’s, St. Andrew’s, and Strawberry Chapel. In Charles Towne, 

the interior and exterior of St. Philip’s Church was very elaborate and more reflective of 

the “High Church” position that more closely followed Anglican thought and allied itself 

more closely with the Catholic Church. The exterior of St. Philip’s had features not 

normally seen in colonial churches such as porticos, pilasters, and a cupola that 

included bells and a clock (Figure 9-1 and see Figure 3-1). Multiple aisles, arches, 

columns, pilasters, and cornices graced the large, two-story, open nave of the interior 

(Figure 9-2). The reasoning for the elaborate design of St. Philip’s can be traced back to 

Church of England history in England. During the late-17th century, there was a 

lessening of Puritan ideals in England. This change was expressed through the 

elaborate architecture of England churches, especially those designed by Christopher 

Wren. As St. Philip’s was modeled after the latest church designs in London, it  
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Figure 9-1.St. Philips’ Church, ca. 1760. Drawing by Thomas You (Nelson 2008:15). 
 
 
 

 
Figure 9-2. Interior of St. Philips, 1835. Painting by John Blake White (Nelson 2008:21).  
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expressed more of the High Church ideals that were gaining strength at the time. The 

elaborate design of St. Philip’s may have been meant to express more than just the 

influence of the “High Church”. Nelson (2008) attributes the more ornate design of St. 

Philip’s to the wealthy Anglican businessmen of Charles Towne who wished to express 

to the world that their city was not an isolated frontier town, but that it could rival any city 

in the New World. A similar conclusion can also be drawn regarding the only elaborately 

designed Anglican church in the rural parishes, St. James’, Goose Creek (see Figures 

1-10 and 1-11). Among the parishioners of St. James’, Goose Creek were the “Goose 

Creek Men.” This influential group was comprised of wealthy planters who had already 

established themselves on Barbados before settling in Carolina. They were powerful 

political players and most importantly for the Church of England, they were 

predominantly Anglican. They used their political, social, and financial influences in the 

colonial government and were instrumental in the passing of the 1704 Establishment 

Act and the 1706 Church Act. Because “High Church” influences were more common 

on Barbados, their parish church was more elaborately decorated than most other 

South Carolina churches. In both the rural and urban areas of South Carolina, the 

architectural design and furnishings of the Anglican churches reflected the religious 

beliefs of their residents and were used to help unify the parish community. 

Seat selection inside the church was another way parishioners and church 

officials expressed their broader social views, namely in regard to status and wealth. 

Families paid a subscription price to the church and those families that paid the most 

money chose their pew locations first, often selecting the pews closest to the chancel 

and the pulpit (Nelson 2008:313). Unlike Virginia where men and women sat in different 
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locations of the church, South Carolina families sat together in a single pew (or pews in 

the case of a larger family) (Nelson 2008:309). Little survives that details seating 

arrangements in the Anglican churches from the 18th century, but what does survive 

indicates that commoners and enslaved people sat apart from wealthier families. 

Reverend Le Jau of St. James’, Goose Creek wrote that slaves stood outside of the 

church and listened through the windows (Le Jau to SPG, July 14, 1710, SPG). At St. 

Philip’s, poor whites sat in the aisles while blacks stood in the western vestibule. Once 

the galleries were installed, blacks were placed in the aisles near their owners (Nelson 

2008:317). This statement implies that white commoners were moved from the aisles to 

the galleries. By the 19th century, free and enslaved blacks were relegated to the 

galleries of those churches that had them (Nelson 2008:317). By dictating where one 

sat at church based on their wealth and status, Anglican parishioners used their 

churches to reflect the growing racial and social divisions seen elsewhere in the colony, 

helping in another way to solidify the wealthy planter class. 

 The development of a unified community was especially important to white 

settlers in St. Paul’s Parish as it was on the southern outskirts of the colony and 

included some of the closest European settlement to Native American and Spanish 

lands. By 1720 the Native American and Spanish threats to South Carolina had 

dissipated, but the African population grew exponentially. At that time the numbers of 

enslaved Africans reached an estimated 60-69% of the overall population of St. Paul’s 

Parish (Morgan 1998:96). As the black majority continued to rise to 80-89% by 1760 

(Morgan 1998:97), the church and parsonage became one of the few places in the 
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parish where white settlers could be among others who shared their common 

background and language. 

 

Influence of Anglican Church on the Regional Landscape 

 In addition to its social roles, the Anglican Church was also responsible for 

significant alterations to the regional landscape. The intentional and strategic placement 

of Anglican churches by church supervisors throughout South Carolina altered the 

colonial landscape. While it might have been their goal to express the power and 

position of the Anglican Church, the landscape decisions made by church supervisors in 

the early-18thcentury also affected later settlement patterns in the colony. These 

consequences facilitated the early stages of South Carolina’s plantation economy and 

ultimately were a catalyst in the movement of settlement away from the waterways and 

into the interior. 

 

Development of Transportation Networks 

From the initial English settlement to the early decades of the 18th century, the 

forested areas and numerous waterways of the South Carolina Lowcountry made travel 

over land difficult as it took time to clear land and construct roads, bridges, and ferry 

crossings. To help aid in the movement of people, the General Assembly passed a 

number of acts that called for the building of bridges, roads, and ferry crossings 

throughout the rural areas of the colony, beginning as early as 1705 (McCord 1841). By 

the 1720s, numerous transportation networks had been constructed and the colony’s 
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residents could move around more easily. While the waterways still remained an 

important mode of transportation, South Carolinians became less reliant on them.  

 A review of the 68 acts related to transportation networks that the General 

Assembly passed between 1706 and 1750 shows that nine of them specifically state 

that one of the reasons why a road, bridge, or ferry crossing was to be constructed was 

for the purpose of making it easier for people to attend church services (McCord 1841:3, 

24, 27, 46-47, 59, 62, 77, 122-123, 133-134, 189). For example, in 1705 inhabitants of 

Craven County (St. James’, Santee Parish) were in “want of a convenient road, 

highway, and bridge over the creek commonly called Echaw Creek” in order that they 

may join “themselves together on the Lord’s day, commonly called Sunday, for the 

public service and worship of God” (McCord 1841:3). On April 17, 1725, the Assembly 

ratified an act “to open and make a road from William Smith’s plantation on 

Wassumsaw Swamp, to the Chappel at Goose Creek” (McCord 1841:62). Another 

indication of the importance of roads, ferry crossings, and bridges to parishioners 

traveling to services is that the General Assembly stated on a number of occasions that 

people traveling to church on Sundays were not to be charged any tolls for the use of 

ferry crossings and bridges (McCord 1841:19, 22, 71, 80, 84). 

 These acts, along with excerpts from the SPG letters, provide an indication of the 

difficulty of traveling to St. Paul’s Parish Church and around the parish in general. 

Shortly after his arrival to St. Paul’s Parish in 1707, Reverend Dun wrote, “I am settled 

in a place where I can see but very few of them [parishioners] without going by water 

and it is very chargeable to keep a boat and slave to row me” (Dun to SPG Secretary, 

November 24, 1707, SPG). Five years later, the Assembly passed an act to construct a 
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bridge in St. Paul’s Parish across the Wadmalaw River from Thomas Seabrook’s land to 

Elizabeth’s Blake land because parishioners were “greatly interrupted in their 

communication with adjacent parts, and are kept from the worship of God” (McCord 

1841:24). This bridge would have been located just a mile or so south of St. Paul’s 

Parish Church. Then in 1713, a ferry crossing and another bridge were commissioned 

by the General Assembly for St. Paul’s Parish. This bridge was to be constructed across 

the Stono River and the parishioners of John’s and Wadmalaw Islands were to “make 

and keep in repair the aforesaid path from Stono Bridge to the Ferry path; as also, to 

the Church [St. Paul’s]” (McCord 1841:31). Today, the 14th hole of the Links at Stono 

Ferry golf course marks the former location of the ferry landing, about one mile to the 

north of where St. Paul’s Parish Church once stood (Links at Stono Ferry Golf Course 

2009).  

 These various transportation networks were not only important in the movement 

of people to church, but also were vital to the growing plantation economy, as they 

provided ways for crops to be moved quickly to Charles Towne's ports. As the colony 

grew throughout the 18th century, plantations and settlements arose along these 

transportation networks. While there is nothing at this time to suggest the Anglican 

Church intended to play such an important role in 18th century Lowcountry settlement, 

their placement of churches in the outlying parts of the colony in the early part of the 

century did affect later settlement patterns. 
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Effects on Later Settlement Patterns 

 The transportation networks put in place to aid in the movement of people to the 

churches, led to significant changes to later settlement patterns in the colony. Beginning 

in the mid-1720s and continuing for several decades, Anglican churches moved away 

from the waterways and appeared along major roadways, illustrating that South 

Carolinians had grown to rely less on the waterways as their primary mode of 

transportation. The churches are an indicator that settlement had begun to move into 

the interior, developing along well-traveled roads rather than rivers. The increase in 

transportation networks made it easier to transport goods back and forth between the 

interior and Charles Towne and allowed people to move into the interior. By the mid-

18th century, the Euro-American settlement of the “backcountry” of South Carolina was 

well underway. Therefore, the decisions made by early-18th century Anglican Church 

leaders regarding the site selection for their churches ultimately affected settlement 

patterns and helped facilitate the settlement of the interior of South Carolina. 

 
 

Conclusions 
 

By 1756, services at the original St. Paul’s Parish Church along the Stono River 

had ceased. In that year, laborers removed materials from the old church so that they 

could be reused at the new church. For an unknown period of time, the remnants of St. 

Paul’s Church remained above ground. A survey of the churchyard in 1899 indicated 

that by that time the foundational remains had been completely covered over (Smith 

1910:72). Even with the church ruins no longer visible, subsequent owners continued to 

consider the sacred nature of the site as seen in the absence of plowing, the care and 
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maintenance of the site, and even the 1995 burial of John Henry Dick. During its short, 

50-year existence, St. Paul’s Parish Church left its mark on this frontier parish and its 

residents. Likewise, the Anglican Church influenced the development of the South 

Carolina colony and its plantation economy, and all people who lived there. 

 The South Carolina Anglican Church and its individual parish churches and 

parsonages were a unifying force in the developing colony. As seen at St. Paul’s Parish 

Church and parsonage, Anglican churches provided common places for white settlers, 

both Anglican and dissenter, to congregate together in worship and to socialize. 

Churches and parsonages became the “hearts” of the parishes and were places where 

white settlers mitigated their various religious, cultural, or ethnic differences, and 

ultimately forged a new South Carolina identity. During these social gatherings, 

parishioners realized that the religious differences between Anglicans and dissenters 

were not as important as their increasing fear of neighboring Native Americans and of 

the growing majority of enslaved Africans. Over time it became less important for white 

settlers to identify themselves based on religious or ethnic background, but instead on 

their skin color. Being white became the unifying factor of European settlement in South 

Carolina, a pattern seen elsewhere in South Carolina (Zierden 2002) and in other 

colonies in the 18th-century (Epperson 1990; Silver 2008). This change in identity led to 

increased racial tensions and a deepening of South Carolina’s reliance on enslaved 

African and Native American labor, an important factor in the development of South 

Carolina’s plantation economy. 

 The other major influence of the Anglican Church on the colonization of South 

Carolina was through modification of the landscape. In an effort to showcase the 
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presence and power of the Anglican Church in the colony, church leaders strategically 

placed their churches and chapels to take advantage of natural landscape features such 

as high ground and major waterways. This strategic placement of churches and chapels 

on the colonial landscape helped to solidify the Church’s religious and political claims to 

the land. These landscape decisions made in the early-18th century aided in the rapid 

growth of the plantation economy through the transportation networks that were put in 

place to make traveling to church services easier for parishioners and ultimately paved 

the way for settlement into the Backcountry. 

 

Future Research Directions 

The research presented here is only the beginning of archaeological research to 

be conducted at the St. Paul’s sites and Dixie Plantation. The most immediate plans are 

to continue research at the parsonage complex. These plans include the further 

excavation of the parsonage house and its cellar. Uncovering more of the house should 

provide further insight into a number of architectural features such as interior walls, floor 

plan, chimney and staircase locations, entrances, and room size. Completing 

excavations of the remainder of the cellar will allow for a better understanding of life at 

the parsonage and stronger interpretation of how material culture shaped those 

experiences.  

While the parsonage house has been identified, the out-kitchen and the other 

“several timber outbuildings” have yet to be identified. By expanding excavations away 

from the parsonage house, it will be possible to identify the location of these buildings, 

as well as various activity areas of the surrounding yard. One of the more important 
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areas to identify would be the out-kitchen. Based on the ca. 1807 Purcell plat, the 

kitchen ruins should be about 60-70 ft. to the east-southeast of the parsonage house 

foundations. Soil-probing has not identified any possible intact foundations. Dr. Harris 

has agreed to conduct GPR testing in the suspected area in the future. Finding the 

kitchen would provide further insight regarding the daily activities that took place about 

the parsonage, as well as a better opportunity to learn more about the enslaved people 

who worked in the kitchen, and possibly lived there also. 

Another area of interest where future excavations are planned is in the low-lying 

marsh just to the south and east of the parsonage site. During the colonial period, 

Lowcountry residents often used nearby marshes to dump their household refuse 

(Zierden et al. 1986:7-3), and therefore, the marsh is the most obvious place to 

investigate for a midden location. While the material recovered from the cellar provided 

information regarding the parsonage in 1715, locating a midden that contains trash from 

1707 to 1715 will provide a better overview of parsonage life from all three of the 

missionaries and their enslaved people. A midden should also provide more evidence of 

subsistence activities through the recovery of additional zooarchaeological evidence. 

For example, the faunal material from the cellar lacked any fish bones, even in the 

flotation samples, likely due to it representing a rapid fill episode rather than material 

that gradually accumulated over time. Considering the location of the parsonage 

immediately on a deep water tidal creek, it seems unlikely that parsonage residents did 

not utilize the creek or the Stono River for food. The discovery of a midden will provide 

further information regarding the types and uses of the domesticated animals raised by 

the parsonage, as well as the availability, types, and use of wild animals. 
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While not planned for in the immediate future, there is still additional work that 

should be conducted at the church site, namely further investigation into the prehistoric 

use of the land. The large number of prehistoric ceramics recovered from the 

churchyard indicates an intensive use of the land by prehistoric peoples during the Late 

Woodland; however, evidence of native people’s use of the land dates back to at least 

the Late Archaic. At this point of time, no further excavations of the church ruins 

themselves are planned, as we now have a good idea of its architecture. Further study 

of the area outside of the modern-day fence may provide additional information 

regarding the movement of parishioners between the church and parsonage. 

The former St. Paul’s lands only make up a small percentage of the over 900 

acres of Dixie Plantation. Other archaeological sites have already been identified on the 

property, while there are several other areas that have yet to be investigated and will 

likely yield a number of other potential historic and prehistoric sites. Additionally, the 

College of Charleston is still developing plans to make Dixie Plantation more accessible 

to their students, faculty, and staff. The first step in this process has been the 

construction of walking trails throughout the property. Along these trails, visitors now 

have the opportunity to read interpretative signs that provide information on the natural 

and cultural resources of the plantation (Figures 9-3 and 9-4). The archaeological 

fieldwork and documentary research discussed in this dissertation, along with additional 

documentary research by College of Charleston students, helped create the text for 

much of the signage. Eventually, the grounds will also be open to the general public and  
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Figure 9-3. Interpretative sign for St. Paul’s Parish Church. (Photo by the author) 
. 
 

 
Figure 9-4.Interpretative sign for St. Paul’s Parsonage site. (Photo by the author).



405 

 

John Henry Dick’s art studio will be converted into a museum showcasing his artwork. 

Part of the design plan of the museum is to include an area devoted to Dixie’s past that 

will be largely based on our research. Once completed, visitors will have the opportunity 

to enjoy the natural beauty of the property and learn about the history of Dixie 

Plantation, including that of St. Paul’s Parish Church and parsonage. 

 On a broader scale, there is still much research that can be conducted as far as 

studying the influence of the Anglican Church and other major religious institutions in 

the colonization of the New World. While this study has focused on the Church in South 

Carolina, the Anglican Church had an even stronger presence in Virginia. Many more 

extant 18th century churches survive in Virginia and a study analyzing the landscape 

locations and orientations of those churches would make for an interesting comparison 

to the results in South Carolina. Because the Church had a more stable position in 

Virginia and there were far less dissenters, it is expected that Anglican churches there 

were more likely to maintain their east-to-west orientation.  

Similar to the work of Lightfoot, Arendt, Lydon, and Lenik, my research 

demonstrates the ways in which a major religious institution influenced the colonial 

landscape and development of a specific colony and the New World in general. While 

there is no question that religion played an important part of colonial peoples’ private 

lives, it is also important for archaeologists, anthropologists, and historians to recognize 

its roles in the political, economic, and social aspects of colonization as well. Major 

religious institutions such as the Anglican Church, the Catholic Church, and the 

Moravian Church did not passively sit back and let events unfold. Rather they were 
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active agents in determining their own success in the New World, as well as the 

success of their respective homelands. 
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