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10. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| Issue Contact "Message!” or Action

1A | Obed watershed Corps of Engincers (by 2/20] Send comments on water supply. Request hearing

SB | Cherokee National Forest Reps. Wamp and/or Duncan| “Support expensionof wildemess in Cherokee NF!
7A | Wildecness, etc.. accoss the nation| Yous US Congressman | “Support Seate-passed Omnibus Public 1.ands bill'™

7C | Groen jobs from restoring the land| Yous US rep. and senators  'In stimulus package. include restoration of pubic lands!”

7D | Water-needs infiasiructure Your US rep. and scaators |“In stimulus package, consider nation's water ncods!”
88 | North Ridge Trail Tewp Volunteer for Adopt-A-Scction Program
Scnator John Do The Hon. John Doe Pres. Barack Obama Govemor Pl Bredesen
United States Senate: USS. House of Represeniatives  The White House State Capitol
Scaate Oflice Building  House Office Building Washington, DC20500 Nashville. TN 37243-9872
Washinglen, DC 20510 Washingion, DC 20515 202-456-1414; Fax 4562461 615-741-2001; Fax 615-5329711
. Jov phil u
T
Dear Scnator Doe Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
Sineercly yours, Sincerely yours, Respecifully yours, Respectfully yours,
Sen. Bob Corker e Alexandtr Rep. Zach Wamp:

Phone: 2022253271

Ph: 202-224-3344; FAX: 202-228-0566
f

email: FAX: 202-2253494
Local: B65-637-4180  (FAX 637-9886) ln-a| 865545428 (FAX 545 4_57) Local: 865-576.1976
800 Market St., Suite 121, Knoxville 37902 Web: www.house. goviwamp.

To call any Rep oc Senaior, dial Cow&mnzl switchboard, 202-224.3121. To tind ouiaboul the status of bills, call 202-225 1772
URLs: hup://www.house.gov/lastname/ te/lastaame scaatke govi Genetal conmct info:
mail 10 Congress sill stow following iR e scare, consider faxing, plioning, and other modes of communication.

There is much contact information in our up-to-date Political Guide. Visit the TCWP web site (hipi/vw. lewp.org)

WHAT IS TCWP?
ennessee Ci s dedicated to achieving and peqpetuating protection of natural
lands and waters by means of While our i st focus|
is on the Cumberland and Appalachian regions of East Tennessee, our efforts may extend to the rest of ihe state and
the nation. TCWP's strength lies in researching information pertinent to 20 issue, informing and educating our|
membership and he public, interacting with groups ha ing similar objectives, .nd wo king through the legislative,
ladministrative, and judicial b anches of go ernment on the federal, state, andlocal !

[TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak Ridge, T 37830 P esident: Ji o™ Groton, 865-483-5799 (h)
[Executive and Membership-Development Director: Sandr cmsss
[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, lianerussell@ lnumﬂ: http://




NL 283,1/20/09
3

1. THE OBED and BIG SOUTH FORK 1C. Coal splil In BSF watershed
WATERSHEDS not reported by company
[leformatiao from
of 115051
1A. nesdad sn A coal wain operated by Nationat Caal Corporation
County 'hf" Supply Project studles overtumed on January 9. 2009. spilling cos] ncxt to the
md;mﬁu‘l?m oflo New River near Coidell. Scost County. According to
o g 2
Crossville and Cumberland County water-supply & m’,ﬁg"f‘z I“,:,'/;f":ﬂw'xf;ym"":'g ﬁg;o;,:;
B emiene: Opioitegied therewere only 6 cars that hold 100 tons each when full.
Obed rribut Znes Various ﬂudlesv have be: cormnl o In any case, the spill was not repoaed by National Coal,
e T e e which did original clean-up. Three days later, NPS staff
3 from the Big South Fork NRRA reported it to state and
with the Army Corps of Engincers’ (CoE) Cumberland foderal wildife agencies (TWRA and USFWS). [t
c"“"‘yoigg:z’;“‘ :":‘V'“ i":ﬂy P'“g;:“‘b;?m‘“’c“;“l“y seems none of the coalwent intothe river.
o wwsucd o
Drought Identification memo, &s well as two studies per-
formed under the Project: a Water Conservation Plan, 1D. Formar Obed WIR Superintendant
and a Water Needs Assessment. The throe documents arc authors book
ready for our rcview on the project website at Monika May r was an energelic and proaciive su-
nflwe il perint endentat the Obed Wild & ScenicRiverin the mid
ouny/ Cemments must be submined by February 20, and late 1990s. 1t was thanks 1o her that the land at Lilty
2009 1o ¢ n Bluff was sequired and the bourdwalldoverlook: buill
Citizens are concemed about the scale of growth pro- Fiom the Obed, she moved on o Biscay ne National Park
jected for Cumberland County and abeut how hat \n Flonda, where she witnessed a struggle about [he fatc
‘growthwill proceed. 1 iscritical that the kind of projce- of Homestead Air Force Basc, that had implications for
tions CoE used in theirstudy bepublicly aired so that t be the pretection of her park as well as of Everglades Na-
cemmunity can evaluate whether they want (o make e tional Park and may have influenced the outcome of the
invest ments necessary for the infrastructure needed (o 2080 Presidential clccuon. The book is a remarkably de-
support his kind of growth. tailed account of environmental pulitics, atd readerswill
e Project has, however, sun cut of mooey and experience the challenge facing environmentaliss in
GaE 15 unable 10 conduct a public hearing vt more their struggle (o protect significant lands.  Sec 99, fus
federal funds become avatlable. We must request that a NL. forinformationon howt obuy it.

heasing be held at such a time, and that the public com-
ment period not be clased unul at least 15 day after hat

hearing % that addutional commcnis can be submited. 2. THE CUMBERLANDS

0 BWFF?J YO*Q{OCA'LF,’O - 2A. Prospects for mountaintop removal
d It comme "

SUBY. e Rvary 20, sebipiiSemment on e Comes mining Just got worse, but ...

J N One of the Bush Administations parting “pfis™

52 Serd o fequess for spublichoming on e War 1 was a10 change a rule that govers the practce of mour-
. i P 1aintop-removal coal mining, aamely the so-called
L wm“ " Streum Buffer Zone (S8Z) rule of 1983 (N1.282 98B)
Thechange will effect ively gut the requirement that min-

ing speil cannot be placed closer than 100 feet from wa-

1B.Crab Orchard terways. This makes it possible for mine operators 10
iefeats proposad Iandfiil? bury streams under the overburden (i, the rocks and
(From informa ioa in @WCA Kipples) soil hat are blown of the (ops of mountiins); in some
The city of Crab Orchard, surrounded by limestone cases, they couldmine right irough st reams.

quanies, is located very close to Daddy's Creek, one of After the Office of Surface Mining (OSM) pro-
the major tnbutaries 10 the Obed Wil & S cenic River posed this change in the SBZ rule, 1t required concur-
A recent prepesal o utilize a Crab Orchard quany fora rence from the Environmental Protection Agency 10 fi-
landfill generated much concern, sinice surface water nalize the cuange. Gov Bredesen, as wellas the gover-
from the fil} would enter Duddy's Creek, while ground nor of Kentucky and several KY congressmen, urged
water could impact the drinking supply of nearby resi- EPA Administator Jehnsen 00l 10 concur. TCWP en-
dents. Forwnately, at a recent special meelting, Crab Or- couraged other legislators to add their voices. Despite

cbard City Council voled against allowing the quany 1o all this, Mr. jchnsondid sign of fwithont much delay .

be converted into a landfilt



There is now a brief window of time during which
Congress could reject the SBZ rules change (as well as
otliers of e numerous end-of-terin Bush rules) by pass-
ing a joint resalution under the Congressional Review
Act of 1996, Because of the pressureof other Congres-
sional business, resulting from the economic crisis, i is,
howeer, doublful that this willhappen,

But, here is aray of hope ...
{The fnllowmg ot from NRDC s BioGems
News, bioger org]

"Afer mohs of dnscussxons NRDC has prevailed
on Bank of America o stop lending to companies that
mine coal by razing mountaintops throughout the Appu-
lachians, including the Cumberland Plateau region.
NRDC led Bank of America erecuiives on an eye-
opening irip to the Appalachians, where they saw first-
hand how mountintop mining has destroyed once-
thriving forests and poisoned pristine lakes and rivers
NRDC will continue fighting (o ensure protections for
the Cumberland Plateau's remaining wild forests,

28. Updete on Frozen Heed

hemiock wooly adelglds
[Contrivined by Cindy Kendrick]

We have earlierreported on the anival of the hem-
lockwool yadel gidin Frozen Head and onefforts to con-
ol it (NL289, §2B; NL282, §2C). Dave Engebretson,
Park Manager for Frozen Head, reports ihat thecyclcfor
emergencefielease of thebeetle that isbeing deploysd 1o
thwart the devastation of the hemlock wooly adelgid is
overfor this season. In October, he says, the cycle will
start over again. About 1,00 beetles from UT werere-
leased in this past season in the day-use and Rayder
Creek areas of Frozen Head.

Engebretson says he has idcntified additional infes-
tation areas in the Flat Fork watershed and will continue.
to work with UT to protect those smnds of hemlocks. He
reporied 10 new infesation areas in the Emory water-
shed.

2C. The white fringe tree

now grows In Frozen Heed
{Conuibued by Cindy Kendbick]

In the last newsletter (NL282 §1E), we repaited on
theplanting at the Obed WSRofoneof thenativewhite
fringe trees donated by Tennessee Clean Water Network
in honor of Lee Russell uponherrceeiptof he Bill Rus-
sell River Hero Award. Were delighted t report that
the second white fringe tree has been carefully planted,
mulched and pro ected in the f eld across from the Fro-
zen Head Park visitor center. Park Manager Dave Enge-
bretson cemmented that, "it is a wondertul addition to
the Fla ( Fork Walking Trail, which also serves as our
Tree Identification Trail for students. Slowly over the
years we have planicd companion lrees o compiement
the variety of native (mosily hariwood) trees found in
East Tennessee. Thank youfor this donation to Frozen
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Head" We must pay a visit during blooming scason
nextspring.

2D. Speclel progrems et Frozen Head

(Contibuted by Cindy Kenrick]

Have you ever wondered how Frozen Head got its
name? Want 10 join in a ranger-led Park hike? Check
outthe Frozen Head January progmms, aswellasa large
listing of January astronomical events and viewing times
(13 of them!), linked at www.tcwp,org/frozenhead.shiml
from the TCWP home page. In addition, you can find a
link t0 ail the 2009 Special Events at the Park, including
the 415 Anavsl Wildlower mgnmge in Apnl

April 11

April 12 Zp

Apiil 18 108m & 2pm
April 19 2pm

You may also wish to take note of the Volunteer
Trail Day Schedule (generally, though not always, the
third Saturday of every month)

Jan. July 18
Feb.21 Aug.22
March 21 Sepl. 19
April: None Qat. 17
Nnv. 21
June 6 4 (Lunch)
For more information, call the office at aza 3463318, or
visit  the  Frozen  Head  websitc  at

hutpi/laww. g

2E. Alliance for the Cumberiands

looks et pest end future

The Alliance’s 4* Annual Conference on Feb, 23 at
Fall Creek Falls is entilled “Celebrations and Chal-
lenges.” The day will be spent looking back and cele-
brating the successes of the pest year of 5o, as well as
discussingthe challenges thatthe regionfaces in thefu-
re.

The line-up of excellent speakers includes Bobby
Fulcher, Cumberland T1ail State Park; Mike Caciton, As-
sistant Commissioner of TDE C; and Kathleen Williams,
Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation (who wi
speakona Dedicated Conservation Fund for Tennessee).
‘The full agenda is posted at
hup:lvww,
himl (all times are Central Time)

Not only members. but friends and supperiers are
invited 1o the conference. If You plan t attend, please
RSVP to kmallockGagorp or 865.546-5898 no later
than Feb. 16® The costis $25.00 for non-members, and
$20.98 forrepresentativesof memberorganizations),

3A. Ch

3. OTHER TENNESSEE NEWS

In leadership at TWRA
Gary Myers, since 1978 the Exccutive Director of
the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), is




retiring in March, and we shall be missing him greatly.
During his many y ears of service, hehas not only been a
faithful champion for wildlife of all sorts (and not only
the huntable or lishable kinds), but he has been tircless
in finding and using the means (including land acquisi-
tion) for protecting areas thatconstitutc threatened habi-
tats.

The Tennessec Wildlife Resources Commission
(TWRC, which oversces TWRA) has identified five per-
sons (out of a total of 11 applicants) to be invited 10 in-
terview for the position of TWRA Executive Director
They tnclude three from within TWRA and two from out
of state. The interviews will takeplacein mid-Fcbiuary
and the final candidates will be announoed Feb. 19 atthe
scheduled February meeting of the TWRC. Thefinal se-
lection will be made by thefull commission.

Tennessee leglsisture gets going -
sort of

The recently elected General Assembly convened
for its organizing session, and will reconvene in mid-
February for is legislative session. As reporied earlier
(NL282 97D), Tennessee was one of the very few siatcs
thatvotedio increase the number of Republicanselocted
© the statc legislature. Both House and Senate are now
in Republican hands

As expected, the Senate elected Republican Ron
Ramsey 10 a second term as Speaker. The Heuse, hew-
ever, provided a surprise. With a lineup of 49D : SOR,
they wereexpected to electRep. Jason Mumpower (R-3)
as Speaker. But Democrats convinced moderate Repub-
lican Kent Williams from Elizabethton 10 run for the
Speaker's position, and 49 Democratic voles plus his
own won out over Mumpower. Williams® TCV (Ten-
nessee Conservation Voters) scoresaremarginally better
than those of Mumpower. 1 in 2007 and 1 in 2648 for
Williams, versus 1 in 2607 and -1 in 2008 for Mum-
power

Committees for the Senate have alieady been
named, but House commitice appointments have been
delayed a week. Williams is considered a thoughtful
legislator and has pledged that committee chairs will
come from both parties, and that those who have special
expertise and seniority will lead committees. (Our up-
coming Political Guide will contain information for
committees that deal with environmental matters.)

4. SMOKIES ISSUES, AS THE BUSH
ADMINISRATION DEPARTS
A through C contrihuted by Tim Bigelow.
o0 infonnation from Ray Payne, SMHC]

4A. Bush Administration

falled to resolve the North Shore

biinging abeut the monetary settlement that was due
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Swain Counly in retum for dropping the North Shore
Road proposal. Ithas been suggestedihat nen-pursuitof
the settlement was a deliberate move by Secretary ofthe
Interior Kempthome, designed to do political hann to
Rep Shuter (D-NC11) in his 2010 re-election bid. Rep.
Shulerwillhaveto work closely with Sec. oflnterior Sa-
lazar and with President Obama's Chief of Staff (appar-
ently an acquaintance of Shuler's), especially in view of
the currentstate ofthe economy, which makes it unlikely
that this issuewillbe settled soon.

[n a speech at the latest Smoky Mountains Hiking
Club banquet, Park Superintendent Ditmanson said that
it was his respensibility (o keep the four partics to the
1943 Agreement negotiating. Kempthome's Dept. of the
[nterior, which earlier had offered Swain County $36
million, subsequently reduced theoffer to $26.5 million-

only half the $52 miltion that was generally agreed to
be a fair offer. it may become apparent after a while
how citizens canhavean inputin this dccision

Elkmont: costly restorstions
In lleu of return to nature

he 1982 General Management Plan (GMP) for the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park called for com-
plete removal of a group of summer cabins at Elkmont
and for a retum 10 nature of the area. Some of the own-
ersinvoked the historical valueof the structures (mostof
thembuilt in the 19305 or even later) and broughtto bear
considerable pressure fromstate histotical agencies. As
a result. the National Park Service (NPS) initiated a
NEPA process, and decided to amend the GMP and
renovatc 19 of the structures. Twoof them, the Appala-
chian Club House and the Spence Cabin will be set up
andmanagedfor day-use functions.

A memorandum of agreement (MOA) must be
signed by NPS, the Advisory Council on Hisioric Pres -
ervation, and the TN State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO); and then the final B'S and Record of Decision
will be issued to conclude the revision of the Smokies
GMP. Consulting Parties & number of organizations)
have the opportunity sign the MOA as concuming with
it. The Smoky Mountains Hiking Club ( SMHC) and the
Sierra Club (TN Chapter), however, strongly disagree
with the decision and with its deviation from the GMP,
and they will not sign as concuring. Unfortunately, the
signatures of Consuiting Puries arenot required 1o com-
pletethe process. There may be anopportunity in the fu-
ture (0 un-designatc the *historical district” designation
of this area

Significant funding for this unfortunate restoration
activity will b needed and will compete with worth-
while projects (e.g., J4C, below). Al this time the NPS
isin the processof spending $100,808 dollars for stahili-
2ation of the suucturcsthatare (@ remain, andthis s just
the beginaing ofthe work needed. In addition to asking
for appropriations from Congress, the NPS will also be
lookingfor funds from other sources. Among theseare
contributions from Friends of the Great Smoky Moun-
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ins and the Great Smoky Mountain Association, mon- Fur some time, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) has
ies whose use is not resuicted 10 any specific project in ranked Rocky Ferk asits No. | priority for land acquisi-
the Smokies. Funds from these organizations arc already tion in the United Swates. Area politicians (Tennessee’s
being uscd for the Elkmont siabilizauon wock Senators Alexander and Corker and Rep. Davis, and
Nortt Carolina’s Sen. Butr and Rep. Shulec) recently
re-paving of the loop managed to obtain funding from the Land and Water
year off Conservation Fund for the USFS's share of the acquisi-
The NPS held a public information meeting on tion.
Nov. 13 to prescnt four options for routing Xuffic duing In mid-December, The Comsevation Fund
the re-paving of the Cades Cove loop. Alternative #1, (wnw,conservarionfund.org) and the USFS joindy pur-
the simplest and quickest, calls for complete clasure of chased the 9,624-acre property from New Forestry
the loop for a several-month petiod while the old pave- for $40 million. The Tenncssce Heritage Conservation
ment is completely milled up and new pavement applicd. Trust Fund conwibuted $6 million toward the purchase.
Other options would close portions of the losp while The Conservation Fund purchased 7,387 acres that it
traffic was routed tlongthetwo gravel bypassroads plans 1o hold until money is available (o transfer a per-
he pavement work is schduled for Spring 2010. tion 10 the Cherokee NF and the remainder to theSiatc
Bocause repaving is badly needed, itis not being delayed of Tennessee. Theremaining 2,237 acres were acquired
10 await completion of the broader Cades Coveplanning outright by the US Forest service and have already been
peocess (fos altermative transporiation Options) that las incorpocated into the Cherokee NF. This poruoa in-
been under waysince 2002. In ancipaton of the future cludes 1.5 miles of the Appalachian Trail. About 5,000
plan, however. the repaving will include seme pull-offs acres of the tract can be seen from the A
thatare large enoughto accommexlate busses The Conservation Fund hopes 1o negotiute a land
exchange in which the U.S. Forest Service wouldrelcase
4D, Smokles’ air mey improve some of its less strategic Properties into private owner-
@3 result of law sult ship in exchange for additional Rocky Fork property.
Emissions from coel.ficed power plants in Tennes-
see are camod across the Smoky Mountans and to SB. Tennessee Wild will work for
Westem North Carotina. In January 2006, the State of
e emision 6 ol omparh with e e bt by i i)

: o 4 An organization. called Tennessee Wild has been
ated by NC's 14 coal.fired power plants (NL278 37D). fonned to work on a campaign to designate additional
A weekago, a fedecal judge 1uled that TVA must el Wildemess arvas in the Cherokee National Forest (CNF).
pollution controls for SO;. NO, and metcury at fou The cosltion includ s Cherskoe Forest Voices
coal-fised power plants, including Bull Run and o ( - the Smoky Mounins
i Hiking. Olub (wow Sichibacd). the Sema Club. and

other groups. A meeting of this coulition is about 10 b
held in Chattancoga. Presently, Tennessec Wild is fo

5. CHEROKEE NATIONAL FORESTS cusingon the southem portion of the CNF und will seek
10 add acreage 1o existing designated Wildemess, includ-
SA. The ~10,000-acre Rocky Fork Tract ing the Upper Bald River roadless area, which is adja-
has been acquirsd! centio the existing Bald River Gorge Wildemess. Will
in pun. contribuled by Tim Bigelow| Skelton has been working on aranging talks with Rep.
The large Rocky Fork tract, about 38 miles from John Duncan. while others e working with Rep.
Johnson Cny along the N.C. state line, contains an ex- Wamp. The districts of both of these Congressmen in-
panse of yugged mountains that encompussthe headwa- clude the southern portienof the CNF.
ters of Rocky Fork Creek and altogether i6 miles ol
trout sweam. This highly biodiverse area. surrouaded by WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact Rep, Ouncan andior
the Chervkee National Forest of Teanessee, andabutting Rep. Wamp (see p. 2) and urge them to support the ex-
the Pisgah NF of North Carolina, is also one of the most ponsion of designated Wildemess areas i the Cherokee
impertant black bear 1efuges in upper East Tennessec. Nn:on I Forest. Wilderness prescrves ou heritage,
Local citizens and conservation organizations, particu- Kecps ecasystems inwct, and Proiects our waier supply.
larly the Southern Appalachian Highiands Conservancy Hunling and fishing are permitted. Management of
and the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, have for years wilderaess is much less costly than that of other land
endéavoredio secure pretection for the tract The State use types.

of Tenaessec has been vety supporuve of these elforts.
The need became acute when the owners ofthe property
recently began markeung the land for ndge-top devel-
opment




GA. Cabinet, sub-cabine:

6. OUR NEW GOVERNMENT

and Presidentiel Advisers

We can look farward 1o a very different approach
10 the environment under the Obama Administration. To
head departments and agencies that deal with environ-
mental, conscrvation, and energy policies, President-
elect Obama chose individuals who are not only 1m-
mensdy qualified but who have fine pro-envifonment
credentials. These policy areas wil, furthermore, have
direct represcntation witkin the White House. The ap-
pomiments also show @bama’s appreciation for the
processes of science (see 36B, below).

. M. anu, a lawyer, headed
the. Environmental Proction Agency (EPA) in the
Clinton Administeation, and, prior to that, was Fiorida’s
1op environmental officer. An acoly te of VieePresident
Gore, she will spearhead the White House's global
warmmg and energy policy, andwill coordinate climate-
change policy among agencies and departments.

Ms. Brewner is a member of the Board ol the
Leagueof Conservation Voters (LC V). She is known as
a forceful advocate and stang adminustrator, who does
50t shy from bureaucratic com

Steven Chu. Secretary of Energy

Dr. Chu is the Director of 1.awrence Betkeley Nationa)
Laboratory (I BNL), and professor of physics andof mo-
fecular and cell biology at the Unlversity of Califorma,
Berkeley. A member of the National Academy of Sci-

ences (NAS) since 1993, he shared the 1997 Nobel Prize’

in Phy sics forworkon super-cooled atoms. Dr. Chuhas
served as a committee member for many NAS studies,
including Awmerica’s Energy Future, the final report of
which will be released later this year. His appointment
as Secretary of Energy raises thehope that our country’s
energy future will new be based on science instead of
politics. What Hendrik Herseberg (The New Yorker) has
called “the suicide-bomber approach 1o global warming”
should henceforth be replaced by rational thought bused
on scientific findings.

As director of LBNL, Dr. Chu, who exhibits a so-
phisticatcd grasp of complexilies, is acuvely engagod 1n
findmg ways to address the world’s energy demands and
has challenged scientists tofind environmentally friendly
aliernatives to fosstl fuels.  He has been a stong advo-
cate for contelling greenhouse gas emissions and for
modemizing the nation’s electrical power delivery sys-
tem.

cret el

Ken Salazar, who becamea US Seator from Colo-
railoin 2005, has degrees in political science and m law
(he was Coloado’s atarey geneal, 1999-2009). His
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toctor of the Colorado Depaswien of Natwral Resourves,
where he wrokc the Great Ouidoors Colerado Amend-
ment that ussd lottery proceeds for land conservation. In
the US Senate, Salazar has served in Committees on Fi-
nance, on Agricullure, and on Energy and Natwial Re-
sources. His LCV scores are: 100% (2008), 73% (2007),
81% (Lifeume).

‘The Departmentof the Intcrior (USDD) is responsi-
ble for managing S00 million acres in the U'S., about
one-fifth of the nation's fand. 1t has ~70,080) employeey
and a budget approuching $17 billion. Among the 8
agencies encompassed by USDI, are the National Park
Service (NPS), the Bureau of 1.and Management (BLM),
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FW S), all of
which play major roles i mattecs of greal concem to
conservationists.  The Bush Administeation made 1t a
habitto F Il key agency positions with people from busi-
nesses that USDI regulatcs. and from induswy lobbying
groups. T will be imponant o watch the staffingunder
the new Secretary.

Among the multiude of tasks shead for Salazar is the
reversal of Bush-eracevils, including the following

(1) Removing the influence of politics and ideology
from decisions that are best left (0 science. Thus, ac-
cording 1o USDI's Inspector General, there wereat least
15 separate occasions on which the department’s politi-
cal appointees had weakened protections for endangesed
species against the advice of tbe agency s scientists,
whase work was euther ignored or distorted.

(2) Achieving a rauonal balance between the de-
partment’s oiland gas lcasing program and its obligation
to protect environmentally sensitive lands and the spe-
cics that depend on them. The Bush USDI, driven by
Vice President Cheney's deill-here, drll-niow energy
strategy, aggressively issued new oil & gas leases in sen-
sitive areas, even though such drilling would add only
marginally tothe nation’s energy supply. (Forthe latest
example, see sale of oil leases in sight of Utah park
tands, NL282 $8B).

(3) Dealing with departmental corruption. Thus, of-
ficials of the Minerals Management Serviee (the division
responsible for grantng offshore oil leases and collect-
ing royalties) aceepted gifts, steered contractsto favored
clients. etc. I general, USDI has been very cozy with
theindustrics it 15 sworn to regulate.

Among the gencially favarable ceactions to the Sa-
lazar appointment therc are a few voices of caution. (a)
Does be have enough a record regarding science issues?
() Is he 100 nice to “bust heads?" We should get an
early clue from the people Salazar names o head the
sepanite agencieswithin USDL

Lisa Jackson, EPA Administrator.
Lisa Jackson, spent 16 years at EPA in Washington and
New York as 1op enforcementofficer. Since 2006, Jack-
son has headed the New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection, and has eamed a reputation fo regu-
lating industry. Whilethe Head of EPA, an agency with

carlier carcer includes service (1990-94)

17 ployees anda $7. is usually an



atomey, Lisa Jackson holds a Master's degree in chemi-
cal engincering from Prinoston. This, plusher siate ex-
perience, can bevaluableusscts foradministcringEPA.

Nancy Sutley. Head. of the Council on Environmental

During the Clinton Admmistration, Ms. Sudey servedas
special assistantto Carct Browner at EPA. Since then,
as 10p advisor to Los Angeles mayor Antonio Vilarar-
gosa, she has worked on energy:saving consiruction
rules for LA,and has gaincdmuch exper.ence in manag-
ing water supplies and water quality. The head of the
California League of Conservation Voters describes her
asoneof most intelligent, ethical, and effective policy
leaders in Califomia.

ubehen fat -
Iminjstratiod

NOAA oversees occan and aimosphetic. swdies
and rescarch on global watning.  Lubchenko, an envi-
ronmental scientist and marineecologistat Oregon State
University. will be the first woman 10 head NOAA. She
has specialized in the study of over-fishingand climate
change, and has been a powcrful advocate for stronger
federal and intemationaleflortsio protectdeclining fish
species. Lubchenko isan cxpertin wo of theoceanic
coasequences of global warming: acidification, which ts
desuoying cerad reefs, and hypexia, which diminishes
fishsurvival. Shelias bauled industry epposition tocli-
mate initiatives.

Lubehenco was elected (o the Nakonal Academy of
Sciences in 1396, has been chaisman of the American
Associationf orthe Advancoment of Science, and is past
president of the Intemational Ceuncil for Science
(ICSV).

Head the Office of and
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andenergy icchnologies. Hehas argued strongly and re-
peatedly for a mandatory limit on grecnhouse 325 to
avoid catsirophic climate change. A member of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences sncc 1991, he chuired
NAS's Committee on Intemational Securty and Arms
Control for a decade, and heluas served as chaiman of
the American Asseciation for the Advancement of Sci-
ence.

Holdren, Varmus, and Lander, co-chairs of the Presi-

’ dyi ology

PCAST is a presidentially appointedt greup of 35
individuals that enables the president 10 reccive advice
from the privatc sector and academic community on
technology, scientific research prionties, and math and
science cducation. Hareid Varmus, a member of the
NAS who shae the 1989 Nobel Prize in Medicine, is
president of Memorial Sloan Ketiering Caneer Center
and former direcior of the National Insututes of Health
(NIH). Eric Lander, elected 10 the NAS in 1997, is pro-
fessarof systems biologyat Harvard Medical Schooland
founding director ofthe Brond Institute of Harvard and
Massachuset s Institute of Technology

Altogether, 6 members of the NAS will serve in the
Obama Administration. They are: Chu, Holdren, Lub-
chenko, Varmus®.Lander (alldescribed above),as wall
as Lawrence Summers, National Economic Adviser.
Thosemarked *ar e Nobel Pr ze recipients.

6C. Congressional committess

Last fall, theleadershipofthe House Committee on
Energy and Commerce shifted from John Dingell (D-
MI), a supporter of the autoindustry whooften opposed
increases in fuel-efficiency sandands, © Heny Waxman
(D-CA). a sirong proponeat of progressive action (0

Budget,
an expert on cap-and-trade programs to limit industrial
emissions of greenhouse gases.

The role of sclence
In the Obama Administretion

Scientists did not play much of a rolein the Bush
adminisiration. On the conlrary, scientif te decuments
werzoftencditedorsuppressed if it served the admini-
stration’s pelitical agenda. By conbast, there will be a
poweiful block of scientisis in the Obama administra-
tion, both as the heads of agencie s (see John Chu and
Jane Lubchenko, 96A, above) and in the White House it-
self

John P. Holdren, President’s Science Adviser and Di-
= .

v
Holdren, 2 professor of environmental policy at
Harvard's John F. KenaedySchos! of Govemment, 152

c. In ing the Energy and
Commerce Commiltce, Waxmaa has replaced two sub-
commiltees with ane new one. Abolished were the sub
committees on Energy and Air Quality, and on Envi-
ronment and Hazardous Materials, which had becn
chaired by coal-county and oil-couniry representatives
(Rick Boucher [D-VAI and Gene Green [D-TX}, respec-
tively),who were often sympathetc to industrial pollut-
ers. Taking their pluce 1sthenew Subcommitiee on En-
ergy and Envilonment, which will be chaired by Rep.
Edward Markey (D-MA), a strong nt of
sive action to combat climate change. As head of this
new subcommittee, Markey will have junsdiction over
greenhouse-gas-emissions legislation, such as the iCAP
bill he proposcd last year. He will also oversee the
Clean Air Act, fossil fuel energy, nuclear energy, drink-
ingwater,and Superfundcleanups,

Murkey will remain chaic of the House Select
Comittee on Encrgy Independeace and Gletal Warm-
ing, which has no pawer over legislation. Boucher will
take Markey's fomer seat as chai of the Subcommittee
on Ty the tnternet

specialistin control, globat




7. OTHER NATIONAL NEWS

TA. Omnibus public lends bill

will make meJor sdditions
to natfonsl Wilderness Syst

‘The Omnibus Public Lands Managemenl Ad,
shich has been several years n the making (NL2
PA), was close 10 being passed by the last Con-
gre ss when it was stopped by a December filibuster
threat rom Sen. Coburn (R-OK). Majority Leader
Harry Reid has now honored his promise to bring
up the bill early this year, and last week it was re-
soundingly approved bythe Senate.

measure, an amalgam of ~160 public-
lands bills, d esgnates nearly”two million acres of
wilderness in 8 states (including Virginia, West
Virgiia, Michigan. and weslen sates) - the big:
to the

tional wilderness system. he bi aleo protecs
hundreds of miles of river, prevents new oil and
gas leasing along the Wyorming Hange, and makes
permanent the 26-million-acre Sational LmdscaKe
Conservation System of unspoiled lands in t
West

Allthat remains is forthe House to accept the
Senate bill as passed. Even minor amendments
would greatly delay this important measure that
has been so long in the making. What had been an
cbjetonable component o the original omnibus
bill, a road through 2 national wildlife re uge i
Alaska, has now been considerably revised 50 that
theSec. of Interiorcouldvetothe road.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urgeyour Congressman o
Support the Senate- passed Omnibus Public Lands

TB. Stets and local baliot results will
serve to protact much open spece
(inoroatioa fom MY Times. 11/1908)

In the course ofthe November 4 elections, there
were 87 referendums conceming protection of open
space. Of these measures, 62 (= 71%) were approved,
with thewins occurring in Republicen as well asDemoc-
atc regions ofthe eounty. Despite the financial crisis,

ipprovel $7.3 billion in new sper
(much of it n the form of higher taxes) for parks and
open-space preservation. The largest open.spuce refer-
endum in the nation’s history occurred in Minnesota,
where $5.5 billion will be gencrated over the next 25
years bya3/8 centsincreasein salcstax.

Hopefully, thesestate and local results will encour-
age the US Congress to fully fund the Land & Water
Conservation Fund, the main vehicle for acquir.ng land
for the pretection of open space.

7C. "Green Jobs Restoring the Lan
‘The inclusion of such a program into the s¥muliis
package is being proposed by The Wildemess Society
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and ether groups. 1t would aduress job creation, he
ccenomy, and climate change (forests are carbon sinks).
Ameiica's national parks, {orests, wildlife tcfuges, and
ether public lands face a huge backlog of chronically
undetfunded projects. In the spirit of FDR's Civilian
Conservation Corps, a 2ist centuly “tree planting army*
could restorc native forests, grasstands and etands,
eradicate invasive species, repair damaged watersheds,
replant native irees and grasses, and restore habilat for
(Dobtest ol cn e hads i blosg couZlaR] 13
lition 1o creating a large numberof "made in Ames-
= jobs, the program would cconomically benef t rural
comman ties and small busincsses throughout the US.

As Congress consider an economic recover y pack
age in thecoming weekis, we hope they will include this
much-needed investment in the lands that belong o all
Americans

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge yoursenators and rep-
rescnlative (addresses on p.2)10 include in the smulus
package agreen-jobs programaimedat restoringAmer-
ica’s public lands.

7D. Weter should focus
for the economic racovery plan
There will be a templation to invest cconomic
stimulus dollarsin new highwaysor scwer linesthat con-
tbute to sprawl; these will only compound existing
problems. In fixingexisting infrastructurc, water should
be a focus
America's water infrastructure system is crumbling
and cannot cope even with cuent diinking water,
wastewater, oc (lood-protecuon necds — let alone it
the necds that will arisc from climatc change (longer
droughts. larger floods). Invesuments in green solukions
0 address these problems will create jobs, save money.
andprotect public health and safety.
‘The following three programsshould be prioriies
« Atleast 15% ofall clean-water infrastructure funding
shouid be dedicated te green infrastructure grants 1o
restare wedands and natural floodplains, plant urban
forests, and install green roofs.rain gardens. and per-
meable puvements
At least 20% of all drinking water infrastructure fund-
ing should be dedicated to water-efficiency capital
projects, such as insalling low-llow totletsand water-
efficient fixturesand appliances.
The economic stimulus should include at least $250
million for NOAA'S Fisheries Habitat Restorution
progiam, including the Open Rivers [nitiative, and
$250 million for the Fish & Wildiife Service’s Past-
ners for Fishand Wildlife Program

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge your senatorsandrep-
resentative (ddresscs on p.2) to consider these impor-
tant water needs when crafting the stimihis package.




TE.

Ueah oll leasing on hold

Late-breaking news: On Januaiy 17, a federal
judge issued a resuaining order blocking the Bush Ad-
ministeation from procecding with the lease sale of
110,080 acres of Utah's Redrock wilderness (in sight of
Arches and Canyonlands National Parks) tooil andgas
companies (NL282 98B). The case, which was brought
by NRDC, will be beardlater thisyar.

BA.

6. TCWP NEWS

Upcoming activities
[Centibuteci by CarolGrametbaner]

2

Whites Creek Trail workday — Saturday. January 24
TCWP will sponsor an annual uail cleanup at Whites
Creek in Rhea County as pan of its ongoing stewardship
ofthisTVA SmallWild Area. Tbetyail loops onto lund
TCWP purchased from Bowater several years ago,
thanks 10 the generous support of oLr members.

in addition 1o routinc trail maintenance chores (1emoval
ofbrush, limbs, and logs) we may also use a GPSunit o
mark the westem boundary of our property. Porticipants
should wear surdy shocs and bring work gloves, lop-
pets, and small bow saws or folding saws. Some ooks
will be available at the evea. Itisalsoa good idcato
bringwater, snacks.and/or a lunch.

Participants can join the crew at thetrailheadat 10am.,
ormeet for carpeoling at the NOAA building oa S. lli-
nois Avenue in Oek Ridge. Weplan to leave Oak Ridge
at9 am. The cleanup will teke approximately 3 to 4
hours, but participants can come and g0 as they wish. If
the w cather i 5100 ugly (excessive rain oF snow and i0c)
wewillrescheduleforSatunday, January 31, 2009,

For more infomaxen, call Jimmy at 8658059908, or
send emailto groiom7 @comeast ash

Program by Margie Hunier, TN Exotic Pest Plant Coun-

2

The Teanessee Exotc Pest Plant Council rises aware-
ness abeut the spread of invasive exotic plants nto our
state’s natural areas. One way te help comtat the spread
ofsuch plants isoreplace *bad guys” inour home laad-
scapes with native plants. PPC Prosident Margie
Huter, author of The Native Plants of Tennessee: The
Spitit of Place, will discuss native plant gardening ina
talk co-sponsosed by TCWP and Fuiends of the Arbore-
wm, The will begin at 7 pm. in the A/B Room
attlicOak Ridge CivicCenter.

k]

Cu w =

iy 28
A day of uaiiweek andhikingwill wekeplace onthe 2.5+
mile secuon of the Cumberland Tiail that TCWP
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adopted in 1998 1t is located between Nemo Picnic
Area and Allcy Ford atthe Obed Wildand Scenic River.
Purticipentsshould wear sturdy shoes or boots and bring
work gloves. loppers, small bow saws or folding saws,
shovels and gribbingtools, aswell us a lunch andplenty
of water. Some tools will be available at the event. Per-
ticipants can m eetfor cwpoolingatthe National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Admunistration building in Oak Ridge
(S. Ilinois Avenue near the intersaction with Lafayeite
Driveand Searboro Road) in time toleave Oak Ridge at
9 am., or can join the crew at Nemo Picuic Area or
Rock Creck Cunpgeound at 10 am. We should retum to
thetrailhead by mid-atternoon

Formore informationor directions, call JimmyGrotonat
(865) 805-9908,0r send email to groton§7@comeast net.

Ouk Ridge Codar Barren Cleanup = Saturdy.

The Ouk Ridge Codar Bamen will be thesite of exctic
invasive plant iemoval on Satuiday, March 14, Located
next to Jefferson MiddleSchool inGak Ridge, this Bar-
ten 15 a joint project of the City of Oak Ridge, Statc
Natural Aress Division, and TCWP. One of a few cedar
barensin EastTennessee, thearea issubject o invasion
by Chinese lespedeza, leather Ical ligusirum (Japaaese
pavet), autumn olive, mimosa, Nepal grass, multifiora
cose, and woody planis that threaten the system's prairie
grasses. Our efforts will helpto eliminatethe invasives
and other shude-producingplanis that prevent the prairie
‘gasses from geiting needed sun.

Volunteers should meet in the Jcfferson Middle Scheol
Parking lot at9 a.m., with sturdy shoes, i oppers,gloves,
and water. The worksession will conclude at noon,

Additional information on all TCWP activities may be
obuwined from TCWP Executive Direcior Sandro K. Goss
ar Sandra@seadrikrods com or at 865.522-3809.

8RB. Help us meintain
the North Ridge Trall
In NL281 98A, we deseribed an Adopt-A-Segment
Program developed by TCWP's Trail Steward, Susan
Donnelty, toencourage a broader effort for maintaming
ourgreatNovthRidge Trarl

WHAT YOU CAN DO:_Volunteer (o 1beAGOpi-A~
Segment program for the North Ridge Trail. Contact
Sandiaat 865-522-3889.

8C.News

Bill Chandler, ect
forneda companythat,m prinershipwithtwvo uhers, is
pioneering the use of waste heat to produce energy. The
wenture, celled DEED, finances, designs, builds, owns




and operates plants that capiure waste heat from large
indusuial comparues. One of the partners is a Chinese
enginoering-constcuction lirm,and the work 15 eursently
being done in China, with one plant operating. and others
under construction. (Bill has madc numerous trips to
China)

Patented technology is used for recovering waste
heatfrom cement kilnsat temperatures of 350°C orless,
and using it 1o generate sicam that tums a turbine 1o
make clectncity. The power is sold back 10 the cement
offscting about 40% of their towl power fe-
DEED's work will reduce about 125,000
tonnes of CO; per year, starting in 2009 when twe re-
maining planis are complete. Engineers of one of the
panner companies designed the first Chinese-design
waste-heat-recovery powerplant in Shangliai in 2002
sce then, they have designed and built more than 160
megawatts of similarplantsunder contract

After] 6 yearsas director of science for theNorth Caro-
lina Nature Conservancy, Sam Pearsall recently changed
his job, but not his veauc. Heis now the Emironmentad
Defense Fund’sSE Program Manager for Lond, Water,
and Wildiife. He and wife Linda, who remains Direetor
of Conservation Planning for the NC Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources, continue 10 live i
Raleigh. Funay.when they lived inTennessee about two
decades ago, their job roles were reversed. with Sam
working for the state, and Linda for the T ennessceHen-
tage Program, a peecursorof the Nanure Conservancy.

8D. Volsnteer opportunities

We need volunteers for numerous specific
tasks, some quite smaliand easy. Inadditionto the
numerous services that need performing, thereare
theissues.

If you wish you could do more about any of
the issues mentioned in this or other Newsletters,
don't feel you are too ignorantor powerless. Con-
tact Sandra (Sandra@sandizkgoss.com, or 865-522-
3809) andshe’ll gety ouin touch withthe right per-
sonwhocanhelpyou getstarted.

9. CALENDAR; RESOURCES
[Contrbuted by Carol Gracueibauer}

*+ CALERDAR
(Fordetails, check therferencedNL1tem: orcontart
i

« January 24, Whites Creek Trail workday (sce J8A. this
NL).

« February 6, "Nature Votes,"annual fundraiser (orTen-
nessee Conservation Voters, Nashville. Contact Chas
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Ford, daml @ laconsevanenvelers.ar, of 615-269-

9090.

+ February7, 9:00.5:00, Cherokoe Forest Voices annual
meeting, Temnessce Valley Unitatian Church, Kaox-
ville. Coatact Cathenne Murray,

g 5

+ February 20, Comment deadline for Cambcrland
County water plans workday (scc 91A. this NL).

« February 21, Frozen Head Volunteer Trails Day work-
day (see 92D, thisNL)

« February23.Alliart:clorthe Cumberlands Annual
Conference, Fall Creek FallsStaePark. For informa-
tion, contact Kathenne Mediock at

« February26,Talkby Margie Huater, Tennessee Exolic
PestPlant Council,on nanve plant gardeningworkday
(see I8A. this NL).

« February 28, Alley Ford Cumberland Trail workday

L)

sce N

« March 14,0ak Ridge CedarBaten cleanup workday
(seeI8A.thisNL).

« March 21, Froz.en Head Voluntecr Trails Day workday
(see92D,thisNL).

*+ RESOURCES

« A variety of ideas and resources for home buiding or
renovation th an environmentally respousible manner
canbe foundattheU.S. GreenBu lding Councilsweb
site, ww

T Climate Count
tionfundedby Stonylield Farm, ratcsa variety of com-
panieson theireffortstoaddressclimate change. To
dite, 56 comparies i ight censumer sctrs (achid-
i i ts,and:

parel) have been scored o
www.climeralseounts Qrg/.

«The latest tworact sheets by the @bed Watcrsed Com-
muniy Association deal with water scarcity (Docember)
andwith school nature trails(January). For additionl
info. contact Louise Gorel o a

« Everglades Berrayal, a book by former Obed Wud&
Scenic River superintendent Monika Mayr (see J1C.
thisNL), isdescribedonthewebsite

and can

diteid=162

“"Ourlives begin toendthedaywe becomesilent
about thingsthat matter”
(Martin LutherKing,Jr.)



Do you like

The TCWP Newsletter?

Since 1966, the Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning
Newsletter has been providing the best source of
environmental news in the Southeast.

The TCWP Newsletter brings you:
« Concise and timely summaries of environmental issues
of importance to Tennessee and the nation
* Information about how you can make your voice heard
in environmental decisions
* Listings of events and activities for all ages and interests

Here’s how to get one for yourself --
join TCWP today

Complete the coupon below and mail with a check to Charlie Klabunde, TCWP Treasurer,
219 East Vanderbilt, Oak Ridge, TN 37830.
TCWP hip includes a subscription to the N 1 and our annual Political
Guide. Individual dues are $25.00, Family $35. www.tcwp.ocg 865-522-3809

1 (we) would like to join TCWP and receive the Newsletter and Political Guide.

Name

Address,

Phone E-Mail,

Amount enclosed



