ISSN 10886104
ennessee

Newsletter No. 282

‘ W|Iderness November 16, 2008

1

1. Obed and Big South Fork.
Wool

02

%Y

-

=

G

=

@®

o

0.

11

1

R

Taking Care of Wild Places

A. New superintendent oly
B. 2 edition of Obed in Peril  E.. Frmgume “tNemo
C. Fire bums 130 acres F. Holiday concert at Obed

The Greater Frozen Head................ .....
A.Management Plan delayed  D. Connect
B. Parkmonitors oil & gas wells  E. Bearsighting:

C. Beetles to combat adelgids F. Work day, Dec 6

Elsewhere in the Cumberlands ..............p. 4
A. Rockminingbackin chancerycourt
B. Alliance becomes independent  C. Another 1,012 acres protected

Other Tennessee N€WS........c.oevueunenns p-5
A. OSM scrapping restrictions on mountaintop-removal
B. Friends retiring from government . Award for Gov. Bredesen

Smokies news. .......... T e Vet p. 5
A Need to iralize monetary se!llement D Cades Cove paving

& tmvasive exotic pesis

The Cherokee and nearby national forests......
A.Trail closings in Upper Tellico ORV area C. Appalachian Traillicense plates

B. Destructive Corridor K may pave way forL.-3 D. New Regional Forester
Election retums and the environment .. .........oiuiiniiiiieiieiiiinans p. 7
A The presidency B.The Congress C. Tennessee delegation in Congress D State legislature
Assaults on the environment in the Bush era (and itisn’t over yel) Ay p. 9
A. Assaults on public lands B. Damages may be these last few

Other national news ............... Soo00CT somesesiia P10
A Major wildemessbill  possbility S caising awareness about climate change
B. West-wide energy corridors lllegal ORVatn Parks  E. Rules change for mountain-bike policy

The Oak Ridﬁe Reservation.

A. DOE discusses NEPA implementation

TCWP news (2009 Board; Position open; NRT volunteer opportunities; activities:) « + s+« v v s v s+ .op12

Calendar; Resources...p.13 13. ACTION SUMMARY ... p.2

Editor: Liane B. Russell, 130 Tabor Road, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. E-mail: russelllb@sprynet.com
Shaded box or star means "Action Needed." Don't be overwhelmed ~ check the ACTION SUMMARY on p.2!

of Community Shares



NL282, 11/16/08
2

13. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| Issue Contact "Message!" or Action
4A | Mountaintep remeval ~ | EPA “Reject OSM's plan to dump waste into streams!”
SA | Smokies: North Shore Read US Dept. of Interior & others “Complete menctary settlement without further delay!
5C | Smokies: Invasivepests US rep. and senaters “Previde resources to combat these ree killers!”
68 | Corridor Kand 13 Hugh Irwin, SAFC “Notify me about DoT meetings, etc.!"
9A | Protection of witdemess, rivers, et: US senators “Support the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act!™
9B | Mega-corsidors thiu’ fragile areas | Sec. of the Interior “Avoid sensitive lands. Accommodate renewable energy!”
11B | TCWP's part-time pasition TCWP Spreadthe word
11C | North Ridge Trail TCWP Volunteer for Adopl-A-Section Program
Senator John Doe The Hon. John Doe Pres. George W. Bush Govemor Phil Bredesen
United States Senate U.S. House of Represcntatives  The White House Sute Capitol
Senate Office Building  House Office Building Washington, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243.9872
Washinglon, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 202456-1414; Pon dS6.2461 615741 2001, Fax sis-m29711
Dear Senator Doe Dear Congressman Doe Dear Mr. President Dear Gov. Bredesen
Sincerely yours, Swncerely youss, Respoctiully yours. Respecifully yours,
Sen. Bob Corker Sen. Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Ph 202-224-3344; FAX: 202-228-0566 202224494 PAX; 202 2002253271
S actcfm 2022253494
Local: 8656374180 (FAX 637-9886)  Local: 865.5454253 o 5454252) Local: 865-576-1976
800 Market St., Suite 121, Knoxville 37502 Web: www_house. gov/wamp

To ull sny Rep or Senatr, dial Congrm.oml switchboand, 202-224-3121. To find out about the status of bills, call 202.225 1772
senate g eneral contactinfo: 2
wm. m.ul to Cnn‘mss still slow following m anthrax scare, consider faxing, phoning, and other medes of commuricaiion

‘There is much conmact informaon in our up-to-date Political Guide. Visit the TCWP web site (httpi//www.tewp.org)

WHAT ISTCWP?
TCWP (Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness H nmnp ded; uua to achievi anil perpetuating prot m’on ni natural
lands and waters by means of public While

is on the Cumberland and Appalachian m;um.l of et Ternessee, our efforts may extend to the rest of o
ihe natic, TCWP' strength lies in reseseching information pestinent to 4n iasie, Informing and cueating, our

membershi ic, intetacting with groups having siniilar objectives, and working through the legislative,
administrative, and judicial beanches of government on the edetal, state, and local levels.

ITCWE: 130 Tabor Rd,, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 Pre ident: Jim y Groton, 865-483-5799 (h)
Executive and Membership. leopmenl Dumar Slndxa Goss, 865-522-3809; _ée_l\slx&gndra gnss com

[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, lianerussell@cor Internet: http://
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1. OBED and BIG SOUTH FORK 10 trees in developed access areas, and treatment
options will be evaluated. Hemiock wooly adel-
gidinfestations have also been found in otherre-

aTNew) ;‘;";&'T:;"x:: _,_'“'p:m e jonal forested areas, including Catoosa Wildlife
3 anagement Area, Frozen Head State Park and
Detring left the BSFNRRA and Obed WSR (NL280 e e nLy ol e Ot Ritice
3A), there have been two acting superintendents, Pl
Sluﬂr(‘]nhnson and Jim David. A new permanent
superintendenthas now been appointed - Stennis 1K, Fringe tree at Nemo

Young, formerly the Assistant Superintendent at

Natchez Trace. Mr. Young will assume his new Obed Manager Phil Campbell reports that

one of thetwo native white fringe trees that lL.ee

dities ogfansary/l Russell received on the occasion of her recent
5 River Hero Award (NI281 14C) has been planted
B TCWE publi shaslaziadition at the Nemo picnic area. “It Iooks tather forlorn
of “Obed W3R In Perii® now that its leaves have shed,” writes Phil, but
Last year, TCWP published an informatively whenit blooms next spring we'l pay it visit,
illustrated booklet entitle “Obed Witd and Scenic
River in Peril,” summarized in NL27¢ {34, to 1F. Nolldey Concert at
make the case for acquisition of the currently un- the Ohed T odlaconte fiver

protected lands remaining within the authorized
boundaries of the Obed WSR. This booklet was
distributed to IM skal(s of Senators Alexandey and EST, the Mystery Mountain Boys will be playing
ot Lincoln Davis, with traditional yuletide songs at the Obed Wild and
P (N,_m BGA, NL2Z5 T1A, N,_m Scenic River Visitor Cenfer in Wartburg. This free
1A 1o NPS personnel we talked toin the SE Re- concert will feature bluegrass, country, and folk
gional Office (NL281 §1A), and to other interested Christmas songs. _Visitors are encouraged to ar-
rive early, browse through the Park's bookstore,

On Friday evening, December Sth, 6:307:30

arties.
P scause our efforts continue, we have and enjoy Christmas cookies, hot apple cider, and
cently had 8 small 2= edivion printed. This con- hotchocolate This concert marks the inal specal
- event of the 2008 season at the Obed. For more in-
tains updated information, very slight text revi rent ol 2008 renon A el Py mors I

sions, andimproved picture quality.

1C. 130 ecres burn neer O
Contributed by Cindy

A fire burned forabout a weekin early Octo-

ber and left over 130 acres scorched on the north

side of the Obed River. The burned area stretches

2. THE GREATER FROZEN HEAD
[Sectioncontributed by Cindy Kendrick|

2A. Visitor gulde and mep posted for

from Obed Junction upstream and includes both Emory River Lends.
public anc privae land. Crews came from out of Menegement Plen deleyed

state to join lacal firefighters, including our own o oreviously reported (NL26 §IA), the
Ranger Matt Hudson from the Obed WSR. Ac- 2007 "cﬂpnmu.n;y the” Cumberlands” §mmznve
cording to Rebecca Shapansky, the Obed's Re. added 8,000 acres of land in the Emory River
sourcejManagsc us wikdirelwas]helsecondof Valley 1o Frozen Head State Park. ~Tennecsee
the[ssasonliofaticctithe]Pack: lInJ)ine. fthe SRock State Parks has led a group. including representa-
ey ELreigburnediovarhiog sccs,upsSeaniod tives of the locat comimunity and stakeholder or-
Jett Bridge on Clear Creek  Causes of both fires ganizations, toward developing an interim man-
Sreludesernines agement agreement for this new tract (NI280
92A). TCWP recently thanked TDEC Commis-
1D. Wooly edelgid found sioner Fyke foc the process. Unfortunatety, with

state agencies (including Ihe Parks) struggling un-
derthe economiic crisis, that uutiative is temporar-
ily suspended, according to State Parks Manager
Mike Carlton.

n the interim, information about allowed
and testricted activities has ncemly been posted
on the Frozen Head web site. This information is
based on agreements rmhed during the acquisi-
tion process and should serve to guide useof the
area for the next year. The question-and-answer
format addresses topics such as vehicle access,
ATVs, hunting, safety zones, camping, backpack-

In Obed hemiock tree.
[Contributed by Cindy Kendrick|

The highly destructive hemlock wooly adel-
gid was found early last summer on hemlocktrees
at Rock Creek Campground. About $15,000 that
had previously been requested and approved for
an early detection survey for the exotic pest will
likely be diverted to treatment, said Rebecca
Shapansky, Resource Manager for the Obed WSR.
She said the Obed WSR includes about six stands
of hemlock trees. Priority will probably be given
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ing, fishing, horseback riding, and pets. In addi- year. In @ctober a bear was seen at midday in
lum 2 map with key landmarks and pomts of in- Rocky Fork Field. Mart Fields and the main gate
tere has been provided, have also yielded bear sightings, and scat was
htkg:[ [www.tennessee.g: i parks, seen near Bald Ki

F /pdf/ emoryriver fags.pdf.

The colorful map posted on Park kiosks is 2F. Remelning Frozen Nead Work Oey
L T e . December 6 s the only Volunteer Trail Work
Ditp:/ atate.tnuz/ environment, - Day remaining in this calendar year. Meet at the

- Visitor Center at 8:45 a.m. EST and expect to work
390 pm. Bring daypack, lunch, water, sturdy
28.Parkmonltors oll & ges wells hiking boots, and weather-appropriate clothing.

within its boundaries (Formore information, call 423-346-3318.)
Frozen Head Park Manager David Engebret-
son said he is “keeping an ey eon wells withinthe

Park” and s in regular, direct contact with com- 3. EL IN THE ANDS
anies that have wells on site. One abandoned
ermed area, which had fallen into disrepair and 3IA.Rock harveeting on the Cumberland

filled with filthy water and trash, was removed,
and a leaking weil was repaired. The Park has
also advocated for additional _protective  pilings
and posts around equipment. Goalsare protection
o the resource andpublic safety.

Trafk: updete on the lawsult
(Contributed by Sandra Goss]

A Florida company that owns mineral rights
in a section of the Cumberland Trail State Park
started removing sandstone rocks from the sur-
face, devastatingthe area. In April 2007, the Ham-

2C. Baotias released to combat ilton County Court ruled n favor of the miners,
hemlock wooly edelgld and the state appealed the ruling 6 months later.
n Julywe reported thatthedevastatinghem- Earlier this year, TCWP was among several
lock wooly adelgid, first ceported in Roane and groups that filed an amicus brief in support of the
Morgan Counties in January 2008 had spread to state with the State Court of Appeals. The case
mang arcas of Frosen Head (NL380, §28), Since was favorably decided (e, against the mining
then the deadly, exolic pest has become pervasive. company) and remanded back to the Chancery
Pack Manager David Engebretson said that he has Court in Hamilton County. (See NL281 134 for
been working with the University of Tennessee backgroundand progressreport.)
and in the past month they have released preda- With thecasenowbackn chancery court, the
tory beetles in the Park’s day-use area and in the Cumberland Trail_Conference, SOCM. and the
Rayder Creek area (Emory Land). Additional ap- Harvey Broome Group of the Sierra Club last
proaches for combating the adelgid are also being month filed a motion to intervene. This move
evaluated, and measures will be deployed as supports the state’s efforts to forestall rock har-
funding allows. vesting on the Cumberland Trail. The intervention
motion willbe heard on Decem!
2D. New CT coanector trall open \The kinal outcome ofthe mk.mrvesningl case
coul ave broad implications, smce many land-
SotdSa Nogky Foplmad Rase Gap Guners on the Cumberland Plateauand other Fast

A wonderful new trail has recently been
completed to connect Frozen Head's Rocky Fork
field and the Cumberland Trail at Ross Cap. Hik-
ers may park in the field, where indicated by
signs. Access to the trailhead is at the back of the 38. Alllance for the Cumberiends

field. Cross the creek near the Rocky Fork Jambo- on path to

‘ennessee mountain regions do not own the min-
eral rightsto their property.

ree, pass the green gate, and immediately take the niributed by Sandra Goss|
lett fork upward. The trail connects to an old 1, TCWP catalyzed formation of The
road, which leads upward to Ross Gap. The Alliance for the Cumberlands as a partnership of
Cumberland Trail crosses the road just prior to public and private organizatlons with a mission
reaching the Ross Gap sign- Turn aght (east) to “to bring peaple together to achieve the ecological
hike to Castle Rock and the Bird Mountain trails. and economicsustainability of naturaland human
Continuing north past Ross Gap leads to the new communities in the Cumberland region." After be-
Emoty/Goby tract. A great horned owl was heard ing sustained by TCWP during its early years, the
atthe trailhead neardusk in September. Alliance, operating with a steermg committee, ac-
quiredan executive directorsupportedby The Na-
2E. Beer sightings and evidence! ture Conservancy and bygrants.

his year, at its October meeting, the Alliance

Infrequent bear sightings and evidence at i
o S e elected a Board of Directors and rafified bylaws.

Frozen Head have been reported over the past
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The new Board will shepherd the group’s efforts
to become a 501(c)(3) organization and will over-
see the work of Katherine Medlock, the Alliance’s
continuing Executive Director, who will be sup-
ported by Alliancefunds

The new Board members are Robert Bell,
president of Tennessee Tech; Mar_:_un Burger, con-
servation advocate; Sandra Goss, TCWP executive
director; Oliver Jervis, retired attomey, Grundy 4B. Retirements of friends
County; Lana Rossi, president, Pickett County In State Government
Chamber of Commerce: Barbara Slafg executive The next several months will see the retire-

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Without delay, urge
EPA to reject the Offfice of Surface Mining's ?Jan
to allow mining companies to destroy America’s
streams. Address: Stephen Johnson, Administra-
tor, EPA, 1200 Pewyr lvania Ave, NW, Wlsl\mg-
ton, DC 20460; 202-564-4700,

dicector, Historic Rugby; Randy Williams, Upper ment of several prominent persons in state gov-

Cumberland Development District; and_ Chuck emment with whom TCWP has had valuable in-

Womack, Tennessee Parks & Greenways Founda- teractions.

tion, * Gary Myers, Executive Director of the Tennessee
Mark your calendar for the third annual Pla- Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), is planning

teau Conference, Monday, February 23, at Fall to retire in March, 2009. Looking fac beyond

Creek Falls. For more information about this or game species, his focus has long been on habitat

other Allianceactivities, visit conservation and ecosystem protection, and he

www.allianceforthecumberlands.org has been most effective in finding funding for

Ia?‘d acqu uisition ‘ﬂnd other strategies that can
3C. Another plece of achieve these goals.

the Cumberiands protected vt e, of Trnspavanon s e n e
The Nature Conservancy has acquired Pum- ber. Over the past 6 years, he has played a key

Plog Hollow, 1,012 acres of rigged hardwood for- role in the transformational improvements at

estoniheSoutheayCumberland Flateaw gThsjtract TDOT in terms of environmental awareness and

is located in Franklin County between two other planning. He has often played effective rolesin-

TNC-protected areas ~ Walls of Jericho and the tizene]and [ Siate

David Carter Lands. A portion of the funding in other environmental areas, such as sudace

came from the now defunct Tennessee Heritage minin

Conservationust Eund. * Regzie Reeves, head of the State Natural Areas

program in TOEC, retired from state service on
October 20th after 30 years. We have enjoyed
4. OTHER TENNESSEE NEWS working with him in caring for the Oak Ridge
Cedar Barrensand other conservation projeck.

4A. Mounteln-top removal coel mining:

OSM scrapping restrictions 4C. Gov. Breda celves ewerd

The practice of mountaintop removal coal e National Receeation and Parks Aswoa_
mining (conducted by blowing the tops off for- tion (NRPA) has given its 2008 National Humani-
ested mountains andpushingthe ovesburdenover tarian Award to Gov. Phil Bredesen, citing s{
the side, filling the creeks and streams at the bot- gally his creation of the Heriage Conservation
tom of valleys) is spreading from West Virginia Trust Fund (NL262 93A). and the megaproject
and Kentucky into the Cu mberland Mountains of that has come m be known as Connecting the
Tennessee. Last year's efforts at the state level to Cumberlands ~ protection of ~127,00 acres on the
bring this o a halt were unsuccessful (N1.279 12D; northern Cumberland Plateau (NL276 1A). Last
NL281 4A). At the federal leve), things are about year the NRPA rated Tennessee's State Park Sys-
togeteven worse. temthebestinthe nation.

Currently, a largely ignored "stream buf fer
zone (SBZ)" rule of 1963 bars mining compani es

from dumping debris within 100 feet of any wa- 5. SMOKIES NEWS
terway. Despiteconclusive evidence of hugelyex-

tensivestream destruction, and in the face ofthou-

sands of protests, the Bush Admunistration has SA. Nelp sought for finalizing North
been embarked on changing the wording soas to 8hore Roed monetary settiement
effectively gut the SEZ rule. Before the Office of during the current Administration
Surface Mining (OSM) can do so, howeve, the Conte buted by Tim Bigelow]
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must The negotiations for a monetary settlement of
giveitswritten concurrence, the 1943 Agreement with Swain County NC are at

a critical stage. The talks are now being conducted
by the staffs of Congressman Heath Shuler (D-NC)



and Assistant Secretary of Interior Laverty. We
need to support the completion of these financial
settlement negotiations during the current ad-
ministration to avoidthe potentially longdelay of
having to start over with new administrations,
both atthe federaland state levels

The lengthy process of generating the Nocth
Shore Road Environmental Impact Statement
came to a close over a yearago, with the National
Park Service's choice of a monelary settiement
with Swain County as the agency preferred alter-
native (NL274 §2A). There has been more than
enough time to implementthis decision.

WHAT YOU CANDO: The followingshould be
urged tobring about an IMMEDIATE SETTLE-
MENT with Swain County:

Dick Kempihome, Seczelary of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Lyle Laverty
Asslslanl Secretary for Fish, Wlldh[e and Parks
1849 C Street, N.W. , Room 3161

\Wﬂshmgml‘, DC20240

202 208 5347

Dale A. Ditmanson -
Supt Great Smoky Mountains National Park
107 Park Headquasters Road

Gatlinburg, TN 37738

R

Dale Ditmanson@nps.gov
1865-436-1201
[865436-1204 FAX
SB. Recrulting volunteers for 75
trall
[Contributed by Tim Bigelow]

In an Oct 20 press release, the National Park
Service announced a program torecruitvolunteers
to assist with the maintenance and improvement
of a number of trails in the Smoky Mountains.
Volunteers will work with paid staff to upgrade
the trail's condition. Currently the Andrews Bald
and Rainsey Cascade trails are being worked on.
Fundingfor the projects is supported by the Trails
Forever Program organ'zed by the Friends of the
Smokies and sponsored by the ASLAN Founda-
tion. Interested volunteers may contact the Parks
75™ Anniversaty Volunteer Coordinator, Jeremy
Sweat, at 865-436-1711, or go to the Parks website
at <http:/ / www.greatsmokies75th.org> and click

on the Trails Forever icon

5C. Invasiva exotic pests In the Park
Biological diversity is one of the great claims
1o fame of the Creat Smoky Mountains National
Park. The Park is home, for example, to 135 tree
species, more species than in all the countries of

NL282,11/16/08
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northern Europe. Unfortunately, the Park’s trees
are plagued by a large number of invasive exotic
forest insects and pathogens. Well-known exam-
ples include the balsam wooly adelgid (an insect),
which has killed most of the Fraser firs within the
past 45+ years, the dogwood anthracnose (a fun-
gus), thebutternutcanker (a fungus) that is killing
white walnut, and now the hemlock wooly adel-
gid, which threatensto kill one ofthe mostimpor-
tant treespecies (the Park has over 14,000 acres of
hemlock-dominated forest). The Great Smokies
briefing statement on the is sue may be found at
www.nps.gov/grsm/ parkmgmt/ upload/ Brief-

wi
Forest%20Insect-Disease.pdf.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Don't let the hemlocks,
and other trees, die! Urge your Congressman
and Senators (see p.2) toprovide the National
Park Servicewithresources desperately needed
to combat invasive, exoticpests.

SD. Public Briafing on Cades Cove
Paving Plans
[Contributed by Tim Bigelow)

Another @ct. 20 NPS press releaseannounced
that plans for re-paving the 11.mile Cades Cove
Loop road are being finalized for a start date in
early 2010. A presentation was held Nov. 13 to
outline the various options under consideration
forthe pavingprocess. Supt. Ditmanson indicated
that the paving will proceed independent of the
broader Cades Cove planning process that has
been underway since 2002 in which a number of
alternative transportation options are being dis-
cussed.

SE. Tour Cades Cove without
adding to alr and nolsa poliution
Visitors can_now take guided educational
tous of Cades Cove in a fuel-efficient vehicle.
This service came into being through the joint ef-
fortof localcitizens and non-profitgroups, includ-
ing NPCA (Naonal Parks Conservation Assoc.).
Tours depart from the Great Smoky Mountains
Heritage Center at Townsend.

6. THE CHEROKEEE and
NEARBY NATIONAL FORESTS

6A. Update on Upper Tellico ORV are.
Nantahala National Forast
{Based on centribution by Tim Bigelow]
Though the Upper Tellico area Jies in the
Nantahala National Forest of North Carolina, it
drains into the Tellico River that flows into Ten-
nessee. Last winter, District rangers decided to
close 11 miles of severely eroded OHV (off-
highway vehicle) teails inorderto minim zeheavy




silt run-off. Each mile of these trails annually
sends an average of 35 tons of sediment into wa-
tershed streams. TCWP submitted comment in
support of this decision (NL280 97C), but several
OHV groups sued the US Forest Service (NL280

‘The Chattanooga Times of Nov 10, 2008 reports
that the lawsuil has been dropped. The Forest
Service propases to close 11 miles of the current
OHV trail system and to upgrade another 5 miles
for street vehicles, thus minimizing runoff. About
24.25 miles will remain for OHVs, with several
sections improved to reduce run-off. According to
some sources, the Service plans seasonally to close
the entte sysiem and to make shortterm dosures
after major rain events ublic meeting is
plannedto hear comments on e proposals.

Cerridor K would literelly pave the
way for Interstate-3 through fragile
national foreet
(Based on information from Hugh fwin,
Southern Appalachian Forest Coalit on]

Corridor K, is being proposed to upgrade the
road between Tennessee and North Carolina that
now runs along the Ocoee River. But, there may
be a hidden agenda: as presently planned, this
corridor would provide an essential component of
a new Interstate Highway, 13, which politicians in
three states are promoting as a link between Sa-
vannah, GA, and Knoxville, TN. Locating and
four-laning Corridor K in the region currently un-
der consideration (see below) would complete
some of themost technically :hal.lengmg andmost
expensivepor "onsofl-3. For more detailed in
lolmahon,s o to

<o x

The comment deadiine has recently passed
for a Draft Supplemental Final Environmental m-
pact Statement (DSF EIS) by the North Carolina
Department of Transportation. (TCWP submitted
comments.) This DSF EIS pertained to a sp«m(
route for a &-Jane segment between Stecoah a
Robbinsville, traversing the Nantahala Nanonal
Forest. As proposed, the highway would impact
numerous mature forest communities and wildlife
habitat, would spoil pristine mountain vistaswith
its large cut-and-fill banks, and would cut through
acid-bearing rock, potentially causing lasting
damage to stream health In the drainage. The
sight and sounds of the highway would have
strongly negative impacts on visitor experience in
the National Forest, on the Appalachian Trai), and
in an inventoried Roadless Area {Cheoah Bald)
Economically, too, the cost ($378 million, not
countng maintenance of the highway) cannot be
justified.

B should be possible to provide for transpor-
tation needs while safeguarding our environment
and our communities. Rather than promoting just
one alternative, upgrades with far less impact
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along the existing route should be thoroughly
evaluated and considered

WHAT YOU CAN DO: The NC Dept. of Trans-
portation is holding !5 blic meeting early next
ml.ls, contact Hugh

year. To be notifi
Trwin,

6C. New Tenn e Appelechien Trell
speclaity license piete
[Contributed by Joe DeLoach, AT Committee Chair of
the Tennessce Eastinan Hiking & Canoeing Club)

In June 2008, the Tennessee Legislature ap-
proved establishment of new specialty license
plates. Oneof thesewas designated in support of
the Appalachian National Scenic Trail. Nearly 260

Cherokee National Forest and the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park.

Passage of legislation is only one step to-
wards establishment of a specialty license plate.
State law requires sale of 1808 plates within one
year of legislative passage in order for a new plate
10 be officially adopted. The cost of the plate is
$35, with persoralized plates available for an ad-
ditional $35. Vehicle registration fees are not in-
cluded and should be handled through normal
means, but there is no need to wait until your reg-
istration is dueto purchase a plate. Fromthe sale
of each plate $15.56 will go to the Appalachian
Trail Conservancy (ATC) to be used for programs
in Tennessee and along the North Carolina border.
‘The remaining costs go towatds production of the
plate and support of the arts in Tennessee.

0se purchasing plates who are not current
ATC members will receive a year's membership to
the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, a $35 value.
Should the requirement of 1000 plates sold not be
met, allsales il be refunded.

rmation on the plate, including an appli-
caqmn. o available through the Appalachian Trail
Conservanicy website at
orby

contacting Leanna Joynerat 828-254-3708.

6D. New Regional Forester
The new Regional Forester for the Southern
Region is Elizabeth Agpaca. She is moving from
the Pacific Northwest 1o a region with very differ-
ent attributes (e.g. great biological diversity),
problems, and opportunities.

7. ELECTION RETURNS
and THE ENVIRONMENT

TA. The Presidency
The bad deeds of the Bush Administration,
which has arguably the worst environmental re-



cord in many decades (if not ever), are not over
yet (see 8B, this NL), but the end is in sight. We
<an now look forward to a much better future,
thougheffort will have to be spent simply trying
to undo thedamages. Onegood early sign isthat
the 12-member board advising the Obama transi-
tion team includes the Clinton Administration’s
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) dlmclor
Carol Browner, who has been an ally of Vi
Fresident Gore and s wall informed.about envi.
ronmental priorities.
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(RAK) Rep. Sam Graves (RMO), Sen. Mary Lan
drieu (D-LA, whose LCV score of 43%, though not
extremely low, was the lowest among Demacrats
running for re-election). The election of Sen. Ted
Stevens (R-AK) is still uncertain as wegoto press
Among the LCV-endorsed Senate candidates,
7 won {6 Democrats and 1 Republican), 1 lost (D-
OK), and the status of 2 is still undecided (D-MN
and D-GA). In the House, 33 won (31D and 8 R),
14 lost (10D and 4R), and 1(D) is undecided. For
details, visit

We refer youto the extensive
assessment of Presidential and Vice Presidential
candidates that was published in NL281 §5A and
that now allows usto look forward to a bright fu-
ture with the Obama Administration. We covered
voting records, positions on climate change, and
positions on setected other major issues. Here, to
complete the asessment, we add twoissues we
missed — positions on the LWCF (Land & Water
Consexvahon Fund) and on NEPA (National Envl-
ronmental Policy Act). Both were covered i
League of Conservation Voters (LCV) quesllon-
naire (visit
On the F bam:

signed letters of support u(gmg ‘mate money for
the fund every year that | have been in the U
Senate”  McCain said: “The Land and Water
Conservation Fund has & record of accomplishe

.. Added funding, however, for this pro-
gram, as with all others mustbe examned in the
Context ofan overall federalbudget

NEPA, Obarua stated: *1 support NEPA,

and do not think changes are necessary.” McCain
said: "1 strongly support NEPA's goal ... . Never-
theless, [ believe instances occur in whlzh legal
rm(!duns invoking NEPA are employed tmore
or the purpose of delaying or obstructing a pro-
jec than to achieve the aws goal of helping pro-
duce a fully informed decision. ...

=
E

The US Congress, nationwide
During the year Icading up to the election,
the nonpartisan LCV had developed two lists: (1)
the Dirty Dozen (actually, 13), namely, incumbents
who had the worst anti-environunental records,
and (2) endorsed candidates, bothincumbents and
who had i

records.
In the November election, morethanhalfthe
Dirty Dozen were defeated: Sen. Elizabeth Dole
(R-NC), Rep. Dean Andal (R-CA), Rep. Joe Knol-
lenberg (R-MD), Anne Northup (R-KY), Rep. Steve
Pearce (R-NM, who ran for the open NM Senate
seay Rep. Bob Setaffer Blowho can for the open
CO Senate seat), and Tim Walberg (R-MI). TI
an achievement since incumbents usually Iuvehl-
tle trouble getting themselves reclected. Five
members of the Dirty Dozen did, in fact, escape
defeat: Sen Jim Inhofe (R-OK), Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Rep. Don Young,

http:/ /lcv.org,
7C.

The Tennessee d=le§n(lon u returning un-
changed except for the 1¥ District, where the in-
cumbent, David Davis, lost the primary. He'll be
replaced by Phil Roe, another Republican, who
won with 72% of the vote. The recent LCV scores
for the remainder of the Tennessee delegation are
listed below.

Name Diste, | 2008|2007 | Lifetime
ENATE
Alexander | — | 18 [ 3 [ 17
Corket - & 1 o7 | %
SE
uncan 3 5 T
amp 3. 15 i
Davis, L. 85 5
Cooper 100 7
Cordon D 8 [5
Blackburn R 0
Tanner D 85 7 Z;
Cohen A 100 9 9

7D. State legisiature

Both_Houses will be in Republican hands
when the Tennessee General Assembly reconvenes
in January. In the Senate, Republicans gained
three seats, two that hiad been Democratic andone
tndependent. For the firsttwo cases, it is not yet
clear how this will play out in terms of environ-
mental votes; the two Democrats who have left the
Senate, had negative 2008 TCV (Tennessee Con-
servation Voters) scores: -2 for Tommy Kil
(Distr.12), who retired, and -1 for John Wilder
(Distr. 26), who wasdefeated. Takingtheirplaces
will be, respectively, Ken Yager, who has no legis-
lative _record, and Dolores Cresham, who had a

‘CV score of -1 while serving in the House,

The loss of Independent, Mike Williams
(Diste. 4) is, however, bad news. In2 08, Williams
sponsored two important bills: SB.3651 that would
have authorized TDEC to issue stop-work orders
for violations of the Water Quality Control Act.
and SB.3822 (the Scenic Vistas Act) that would re-
strict issuance of coal mis permit relative to
altering ridge lines above 2, 00 ft elevation (thus



stopping mountaintop removal). He managed to
get the latter bill passed in Senate Environment
Comemittee, but it failed in a House subcommiltee.
In the House, theparty lineupchangedrom
53D : 46R 049D Wedo not yethave suffi-
ciently detailed information to analyze this result
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20for “economically significant” changes, and De-
cember 20 for any others. Under the Congres-
sional Review Act of 19%, anything signed at a
Jater datecanbe easily reconsidered and undone
by the next Congress. (Note: according toa recent
report, which we hope s accurate, the actual dead-

in terms of probable environmental votes line was May 15, 2008)) Here s a sampling of the
most egregious rules changes pertaining to envi-
ronmental policies. (Other examples may be

found mq90f theNL.)

8. ASBAULTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT
IN THE BUSH ERA (and it 13n’t over yet) .

8A. Report summarizes Bush legecy

of essaults on public land,

On October 22, Rep. Grijalva (D-AZ), chair-
man of the National Parks, Forests and Public
Lands Subsommittee, released a report appropri-
ately titled “The Bush Administration Assault on
our National Parks, Forests and Public Lands (a
partiallist).” Even though partial,the lengthy list
of cases amply documents the administration’s
strategy to turn public lands into resource com-
modities. To that end, career professionals were
replaced bypolitical appointments.

For each of the major federal agencies, the
report cites as hameful roster ofattacks on conser-
vaion. For the National Pack Servce, fo exam-

zomm\ors, the zllempls 1 rewrite the agency’s
mission (replacing the emphasis on conservation
withoneon visitorservices),and the movetoward
commercialization. For the Forest Service, the
downgrading of proper forest planning and the
widespread use of categorical exclusions, ie., the
increasein projects that are excluded from full re-
view under For BLM, allowing ORVs to
destroy fragile lands, relinquishing control of
many lands to stakes and even counties, prohibit-
ing the designation of new wilderness areas.

The report is intended not only as an indict-
ment but also as an aid to leading the incoming
‘administration mto a very different path. after
they have become well acquainted with the harm
that has been doneto (or intended for) our public
lands, they should have no trouble seeing theneed
for a radical change in agenda and approach (such
25 a relum to the use of science and professional-
ism).

8B. The Bush Administration Isn't

through yet; damages may con-
con!nt-d in these last few week:
of-term rule making is proceeding

[evensh pace, with the objective of locking in poli-
cies thatwould have been difficult to enact in the
regular way. Agencies are working feverishly to
Eush through rule changes with shamefully -b~

reviated comment periods so that Pres. Bush ca
sign themby the following deadlines: November

The Office of Surface Mining (OSM) is chang-
the decades-old stream buffer zone role
(which bars mining companies from dumping
debris within 100 feet of any stream) so as to
make it easier for mning companies to push
blasted mountaintops into natural waterways
below. Currently this proposal is awaifing EPA
approval (see {4/ thi's NL).

* Endangered Species Act

In  August, Interior Secretary Dirk
Kempthorne moved to eliminate the require-
ment for independent scientific review. ~The
agency that is proposing to conduct, fund, or
auhorize an acton (. 2 dama highway, ora
mune) would decide on itsown whether thepro-
ject poses a threat to any species (NL281 7A).
One consequence of this rules change (which
may already be finalized by the time you read
this) will betorelieve USDloftheneedto asess
the impact of gobal warming on at sk spe

1 is also rushing to remove the gray w o
from the endangered species list, This is their
second attempt todo this, since thewolveswere
redisted when a federal judge ruled that the
government had not lived up to its own recov-
eryplan (NL28197B).

Emergency powers to protect public
1

A longstanding if rarely used regulation
gives Congressand the Interior Secretary emer-
gency powers to protect public lands when
commercial development seems to pose imme-
diate environmental dangers. During the sum-
mer, Chairman Grijalva (D-AZ) and members of
the House Natural Resources Committee, invok-
ing this regulation, ordered Sec.Kempthorneto
withdraw about 1 million actes near the Grand
Canyon Irom new uranium mining claims in or~
der to provide timefor assessing potential dam-
age to theairand water. The Secretary notonly
refused to obey the order butis now proposing
to trash the entire “emergency powers” provi-
sion.

Utah jands
Thisoutrage isnota ruleschange butasetof
6 resource management plans (each more than



1,000 pageslong) that the Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) dumped on an unsuspecting
public, allowing very short comment periods
and other inputs. These plans cover 11 million
acres of federal land in Utah, ~9 million of
which woufd be opened tooil and gas drilling
(eventhough Utah hasless than 1%of the coun-
try’s known oil reserves) and off-road vehicl
Over 17,008 miles of dirt routes would be des
nated as motor trails or road s (including 16
miles within -3 million acres of roadless areas),
riskit g priceless cultural artifacts and some of
the most breathtakingopen spaces in America.
Why the rush? A New York Times editorial
(10/18/08) says: "What we are ... seeing is the
last gasp of the Cheney drillnow. dill-
everywhe re enecgy strategy; one lasl favor to the
oil and g as drillers and the off-road vehicle en-
thusiasts before a more conservation-munded
president ... comes to town.” There is also con-
cern that Mr. Kempthorne will open up even
more acreage in the West to the commercial de-
velopment of oil shale, a hugely expensive and
environmentally disastrous process.

Air quality for public lands

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
is expected to issue a final rule that would
weaken a program created by the Clean Air Act,
which requires ulilitiesto install modernpoliu-
tion controls when they upgrade their plants to
produce more power.

PA is also expected to issue a final rule that
would make it easier for coal-fired_power plants
1o locate near national r\m inde fiance of long-
standing Congussmna ‘mandates to protect air

it  special natural or recreational
value; ie., Class1 ateas. NPCA has issued 3 £
port (“Dark Horizons”

Wi r ns) that identifies Ihe
10 national parks most at risk from more than
100 new coal-fired power plants currently in
various stages of planning and development.
(You guessed it, GL Smoky Mtns. is among the
10, as is Shenandoah and Mammoth Cave)

9. OTHER NATIONAL ISSUES

9A. Mejor wilderness bili is possible

[(nformation fromThe Wilderness Society]

If Congress acts immediately (during the
lame duck session), this could be a historic year
for wilderness. The Omnibus Public Lands Man-
agement Act would designate nearly two million
acres of wilderness in 8 states (including Virginia,
West Virginia, Michigan, and western states), and
protecthundreds of miles of river. This measure,
which is an amalgam of 150 public-lands bills,
would enact the largest expansion of wilderness in
over a decade. The bill also would prevent new
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oiland gas leasing along the WyomingRangeand
make permanent the 26-million-acre National
Landscape Conservation System made up of un-
spoiled lands in the West. The vast majority of the
measures contained in this bill have little to no
opposition, strong local support, and broad, bi-
partisan support in Congress.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urge your US. senators
10 support the Omutibus Public Lands Manage-
ment Act, oppose any weakening amendments,
and work with the Senate leadership to make the
bill's passag ea priority during theremainder of
this session.

9B. West-wide energy corridors
Information from TheWildemess Soc |

West-wide Energy Corridors is the name for
corridors averaging 3,500 ft. (but {Jossxhly uwpto$
miles) in width and covering almost 3 million
acres of public land ~ corridors that would ac-

nineS00-kv electric

lines, 35 massive l.?md petroleum pipelines, and
29 natural gas pipelines’ The Department of the
Interior (USD) i proposing to have the corridors
cut through or skirt the borders of Grand Stair-
case-Escalante National Monument, Arches Na-
tional Park, and roadless areas throughout the
West, [0{&!0‘610‘64000"\!'

According e Oepartment of Enetg('s
(DOE's) Dnll Pm mmmanc Enwanm:nlil Im-
pact Statement (PEIS), the corridors would not
transmit renewable energy. The Wilderness Soci-
ety believes that “the draft plan essentially pro-
vides no more than a power plug for dirty, coal-
fired power plants.” Further, these is no opporhu-
nity for citizens o appeal the PEIS, nor is there
opportunity for a formal governor's consistency
review.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Teli Secreary of the In-
terior Dirk Kempmhom (1849 C Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20240; that
while creation of energy corridors is important
for our energy future,such corridorsshould ac-
commodate renewable-energy transmission, and
must avoid environmentally sensitive and iconic
landssuchas GrandStaircase-Escalante National
Monument, national wildliferefuges,roadless ar-
eas and the edges of Arches National Park. Send
copies to your{'s Senators and Representative.

9C. Netionel Perk Service ralsing
awareness ebout climete eh-n'
[From NPCA's Field Report - SE Region]

NPCA and the National Park Selvlce (NPS),
in conjunction withEPA, have launched an inno-
vative program 1o raise awareness about clumate
change and the parks. To date, 40 of the Parks
have pledged to become Climate Friendly Parks,



and 150f theseare participatingin the "Do Your
Part” program to inspire visitors to lower their
global carbon pollution. Parks have much at
stake; glaciers are disappearing from Glacier NP in
Montana, and from Glacier Bay NP in Alaska;
Joshua teees are disappearing from Joshua Tree
National Monument, and major portions of the
Everglades are gradually dlsappeirmg under e
Visi

i to get detals
Zbout parkancaryou.

9D. //legel ORV use in netionel parks
{information from NPCA's Inside Report)
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10. THE OAK RIDGE RESERVATION

10A. DOE discusses Implementetion of
NEPAon the Osk Ridge Reservetion
[Contributedby FrankHensley]

More than 20 citizens attended a workshop

on the National Envitonmental Policy Act held by
the Dept of Energy's (DOE's) Oak Re ge Opera-
tions on November 3. Attendees inchded repre-
sentatives of Advocates for the Oak Ridge Reser-
vation (AFORR), TCWP, The Nature Conservancy,
Southern Environmental Law Center, Foundation
for Global Sustainability (FGS) and Oak Ridge

More than
have revealed widespread destruction of park re-
sources from illegal ORV (off.road vehicle) use.
Major damages are being inflicted on ecological,
cultural, wildlife, and aesthetic resources as well
ason the park experience of other visitors. Due to
limited resources, and to pressure from ORV
manufacturecs, NPS proposed no more than con-
tinuing studies of the problem.

NPCA and allied organizations fled a law-
suit, which has now (after 2}4years) resulted ina
settiement. NPS will (a) conduct training pro-

rams onORV issues for park officials; (b) work to
increase fines and improve other enforcement ef-
fortsagainst ORV violators, and(c) developa pilot
outreach ptogram in 10 naional park units to
educate variouslocal agencies and groups, and to
seek their help in stopp ng illegal ORV use. In an
ad datonat two units, NPS must sho bring isel
into compliance with laws regulating OR!
This settlement isjusta firststep. Lfitisnot atee
tive,morelegal action may be require

9E. Rules chenge would Jettison moun-
tein.bixe policy for netlonel perks
(Contributedby Tim Bigelow]

Mountain bikingon narrow trails may dam-
age resources and conflict with visitor enjoyment.
For this reason, the National Park Service (NPS)
adopted mgulanons for bicycles in 1987 (during
the Reagan administration) that allow mountain

s on specific trails only after an individual
park follows a stringent dedision-making process
thatallows fo cogee s

A pr qua e Duck™ rde change at the
US Dept.of Inverior would clfe & vely side sep the
current review policies for permittmg mountain
bikes on trais in national parks. The new plan
would eliminate the public review and comment
process called for under NEPA and would give
NPS unit managers the authority to designate al-
most any trails for mountain-bike use. This rules
change would cap a longstanding campaign by
the [nternational Mountain Bicycle Association
(IMBA) toweakencurrentpark protections.

Local Oversight Committee,
Gaty Hartman (NEPA Compliance
Manager) presented "NEPA 101,” an overview of
the law and how ORO implements it, and Susan
Cange (Economic Development Team Leader) dis-
cussed land use consideratons related tothe DOE
reindustrialization program. They told the group
that DOE has decided to prepare a new environ-
mental assessment (EA) under NEPA to address
additional development in the East Tennessee
Technology Park area. Susan Cange said that
DOE had determined that with most heavy indus-
try/manufacturing moving overseas, it no longer
made sense to restrict potential development of
these areas for industri al uses. Therefore, DOE in-
tends to evaluate areas ofthe Heritage Center, the
parcl pmkusgedeslgnaled ED-3, and additional
along Creek Road for commercial
ﬂnd re:reihnnal use as well as industrial use.
E expects to issue a draft of the EA for the
Teansfer of Land and Facilities in the Northwest-
em Portion of the Oak Ridge Reservation in e
2009. Ltwasa surprise to learn that an additional
~175 acres of reservation land running 7,000 feet
along the North side of Bear Creek Valey Road
have been added to the land being considered for
transfer.

In new information concerning the Hori
Center, Susan Cange stated that deed reslnchons
could not be changed to enable CROET to sell the
property for mixed use (including commercial and
residential) without a new EA, an action that is not
presently contemplated by DOE. AFORR, TCWP,
TWE and FGS have always conten ded that devel-
opment of Area 4 of Horizon Center did not meet
NEPA requirements since it contained endangered
birds and the access road wnuld destroy a nuieof
the North Boundary Greenway.

AFORR, TCWP.and other partner organiza-
tions intend to confinue to press theic concerns
about ecological and otheradverseimpacts ofde-
velopment, the lack of a demonstrated need for

for a comprehensive environmental impact state-
mentonOak RidgeReservationlanduse.

Note: Of the 58,575 actes of land that were
originally expropriated forthe Manhattan Peoject,
only about 20,000 acres remain in a relatively un-



disturbed state. Habitat fragmentation is one of
the most serious and constant threats to the Reser-
vation.

10B. "What's apecial about
the Osk Ridge Reservation?~
[Contributed byFrankHensley|
That's thetitleof a talk tobe presented at the
annual meeting of AFORR (Advocates for the Oak
Ridge Reservation) by Pat Parr, National Re-
sources Manager at the Oak Ridge National Labo-
ratory. The public is mvited to hear Pat describe
the mcredlble biodiversity on the oak Ridge Res-
ervation, 1ight here in our own back
The meeting will take ﬂ“e Toes (y
cember 9, at 7:00PM in the Fellowship Hall of the
First Presbyterian Church (1051 Oak Ridge Turn-
ke, on the comer of Lafayette Drive). Light re-
reshments will be available. Pat, who has an MS
in ecology from UT Knoxville, ispast President of
the Association of Southeastern Biologists, past
President of the Tennessee Exotic Pest Plant Coun-
cnl and currently Chair of the Executive Commi
or the Southern Appalachyan Man and Bio-
sphele Conpm i
jonal information call Frank
Heniley 565 2501158

11. TCWP NEWS

11A. 2009 Board, Nominsting
The lnllowmg were elecied ananimoudly at
out Novermber 1 Annual Meeting
Presid
Vice President: FrankHensley
Treasurer: CharllieKlabunde
Secretary: CaroiGrametbauer
Dlrlcw

igelo Pat Mulhotland
Maly EynnDobson LarryPounds
Jenny Freeman Liane(Lee)Russell

Cindy Kendrick

Nominating Committee:
Jean Cole
LindaLaForest
HalSmith

11B. TCWP offers part-time position

TCWP is seeking sendidates for a part-time
position that is expected to require about20 hours.
of work per month, with weekly work hours vary-
ing with scheduled events. Work will involve re-
cruiting/ wordinating volunteers and Organizing
events. Applicants should have people-skills,
some knowledge of (or willingness tolearn about)
environmental issues, and the ability to express
themselves in writing.

Please forward this announcement to anyone
whomightbe suitable and interested. Candidates
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should send resumes or questions to
om or call 865.522-3809.

41C. Help us lllhllllll

the North Ridge T

NL281 984, we il o Adopt-A-
Segmem Program developed by TCWP's Trail
Steward, Susan Donnelty, 10 encourage a broader
effort for maintaining our great North Ridge Trail.
WHAT YOU CAN DO: Volunteer for the
Adopt-A-Segment program for the North Ridge

or 865-522-3809.

'rml Conuc\ Slndn at

1D. Upcoming ectivities

ICDnlrlbulcdbyCiml Granetbauer|
Tcwp December 11
Long-time TCWP members Jenny Freeman and
8ill Allen will once again open their home at 371
East Drlve, Ock Ridge. lo TCWP members and
friends for what has become one of the most en-
joyable hnllday events ofthe year.

Al members and friends are welcome. The
hours are m. Please bring an hors
d'oeuvre or dessert to share. Beverages will be
provided.

Each fall and winter several thousand migrating
sandhil cranes find their way to TWRA's Hiwss-
see Wildlife Refuge in Meigs County. TCWP is
organicing a fidd trip to watch the cranes and
other wildlife species, perhaps including one or
more of the reintroduced whooping crares that
stop at, and occasionally stay at, the Refuge.

at 908 in the

NOAA parking lot, 436 S. lllinois Ave. in Oak
Ridge. Call 865-522.3809 lnpmregisler

White

TCWP will sponsor its p Cleanup at
Whites Creek in Rhea County as part of its ongo-
ing stewardship of this TVA Small Wild Area.
The trail loops onto land previously owned by
Bowater, and (thanks to the generous support of
ourmembers) purchased by TCWP two years ago.
Foradditional details, seeJanuaty newsletter.

am by ie Hunter, TN Exotic Pet
= ‘ebru

The Tennessee Exohie Pest Plant Council rases
awareness about the spread of invasive exotic
plants into our state’s natural areas. One way to
helpcombatthe spread of such plants is to replace
bad guys’ in our home landscapes with native
plants. ~ TN-EPPC President Margie Hunter,
author of The Natvve Plants of Tennessee: The
Spirit o f Place, will discuss native plant gardening
in a TCWP-sponsored talk in the AB Room at the
Oak Ridge Civic Center. The program wil begin
at7p.m




All Cumberland Trail wor - Saturday

A day of trail work and hiking will take place on
the 2.5-mile section of the Cumberland Trail that
TCWP adopted in 1998. It is located between
Nemo Picnic Area and Alley Ford at the Obed
Wild and Scenic River. Watch for details in the
Januarynewsietter,

Additional information on al TCWP activities may be
obtained from TCWP Executive Director Sandma K,
Goss at Sandra@sa; ss.com or at 865-522-3809.

11E. Report on recent events
[Contrbuedby CaeciGramctbaver]
National Public Lands Day cl — Sept. 27
An eight-person work crew helped to o i
vasive exotic plants a the TVA Ecological Study
Area at Worthington Cemetery at the east end of
Oak Ridge. Our annual efforts are hel ping to
eradicate wisteria from the cemeteqy, and  privel
and other invasive exotics from the area. This
event was the subject of a color picture in The
Knoxville NewsSentinel ofNovember2.
Black Qak Ridge Conservation Easement hike —
October 19
Botanist and TCWP board member Larry Pounds
roup 0f 120n this 35-mule hikeon the Dyl-
lis Orchard Trail.  We enjoyed beautiful fall
weather and (with the help of Larry and TCW]
President Jimmy Groton) saw 33 species of wild-
flowers still blooming, including four species of
goldenrod and fivespeciesof asters.

(P Annual Meeting - Nov.
Ourannual meeting, held atCove LakeStatePark,
featured presentations on the Cumberland Teail
State Park by Bobby Fulcher, Park manager; Tony
Hook, manager of the Cumberland Trail Confer-
ence; and Del Truitt of Friends of the Cumberland
Teail. A highlight of the meeling wasour recogni-
tion of Mack Prichard (who retired fromTennes-
seeState Parks in Augustafter more than30 years’
service) for his involvement in the development of
the Trail. Although Mack was unable o attend
the meeting, we will be sending him a Kroger gift
card as a tokenofourappreciation.

12. CALENDAR; RESOURCES
[ContributedbyCarol Grametbauer]

+s CALENDAR
(For details,checkthe referenced NL item; or
contactSandra Goss, 865-522-3809, or

* December 5, Tradi'tional Yuletide songs by t e
Mystery Mountain Boys at the Obed WSR Visitor
Centerin Wartburg (see I1F, t isNL).
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« December 6, Frozen HeadState ParkVolunteer
Teail WorkDay (see 12F, thisNL).

« December9, talkbyPat Parr aboutORR (see
1108, this NL).

+ December 11, TCWP Holiday Party (see §11D,
this NL).

« January10-17, Wilderness Wildlife Week inPi-
geon Forge, a weekof talks, exhibits (including
one by TCWP), and outings. For more mforma-
tion, contactHal Smith, 865 483-5731.

« January 17, Viewing cranes at Hiwassee WMA
(see 971D, this NL).

« January 24, Whites Creek Trail workday (see 11D,
this NL).

* February 23, Afliance for the Cumberlands An-
nual Conference, FnllCrzekFallsStnlank(see
938, thisNL,or contact kmedlogk@tnc.

« February 26, Talk by Margie Hammer, Tensiesce
Exotic Pest Plant Council, onnativeplant garden-
ing (see {110, this NL
« February 28 Alley Ford Cumberland Trail work-

day(see 411D, thisNL).

++ REGOURC
* The Tennessee Departmentof Environment and
Conservation is offering free single-use radon test
kits and brochures on radon-resislantnew con-
structiontechniques. Call1-800-232-1139 orsend
e-mai s to TDEC 3
« Recydling used oilis importantto landand
groundwater. Tolocatethe nearest oil collection

. v/eny )
. -Expfom the Parks” is a new website created by

provides park specmc informationoneveryunt
of the System, Visit www.ny

+ The subject of NPCA'S meet cecent St afkhe
Parks reportis “Glacier Bay NationalParkand
Preserve.” Fornaluralcesources, overalicondi-
tions were judged “good,” but for cultural re-
sources only “fair.” About 30 park reports are
availablo (ncluging one on the Smokies) and

may b be viewed on

. You” isthetitleof
sheet published by the Obed Watershed Com-
munity Association (OWCA, 185 Hood Drive,
Crossville, TN 38555, 931-484-9033). Land use
can have a major effect on whether stormwater
becomes a vial watersourceora polluingeun-
of







