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10. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| lssue Contact "Message!" or Actun
1A | Acquiring @bed WSR inholdings | 2 US senators; Rep. L.Davis| "Obed needs $4 million frem LWCF"
6A | Unacquired lands in national parks US senators and rep. “Nat't parks need $100M LWCF appropriaion for FY 2089!"
6B | Live firearms in national parks | Your US senators ~Oppase Coburm amendment to Public Lands bill!™
60 | Wild & Senic River designations| US senators and rep. [ “Add rivers to Wild & Seenic Rivers System!"
7A | Climate Security Act Your US senators | Sigmficantly strengthen S.2191, then pass i!™
7B | Voinovich climate bill ¥ our US senators “Defeat this prescription for doing nothing!”
8B | TCWP needs help Sandra Goss | Please volunteer alitteo yourtime

T
Senator John Doe ‘The Hon. John Doe Pres. George W. Bush Govemor Phil Bredesen
United States Senate U.S. House of Represenmtives  The White House State Capitol
Senate Gifice Building  House Off:ce Building Washington. DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243.9872
‘Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 202-456.1414; Fax 456-2461 615-741-2001; Fax 615.532-9711

P bl o

Dear Senator Doe Dear Congressman Do Dear M President Dear Gev. Bredesen
Sincerely yours, Sincerely yours, Respectfully yours, Respectfully yours,
Sen. Bob Corker Sen. Lanar Alexaafier: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Ph: 202224.3344; FAX: 2002280566 Ph 200-224-4944; FAX. 2022283398 Phone: 202-2253271
emaits viconacLeim  e-ma govicontact.cf FAX: 2022253494
Local; S65637.4198 (FAX 637-988)  Local; 865-5454253  (FAX 55-4252) Local: 865-576-1976
800 Market St. Suite 121, Knoxville 37992 Web: www_house. gov/wamp

it zoz.zzs 1772

Tocal any Rep o Senator, dial Congressional switchboand. 202-224-3121 . Tofind out sbout the o ofbills
URLs: h and Genesal contact info:
With mail mcGny-s Slstow fallowing the antas scare, consider faxlng Phasing, and cher modes of communicatien

‘There i much contact information in our up-io-date Political Guide. Visit the TCWP web site (QUIu//www.towp org.

WHAT IS TCWP?
CWP Terinessee Cltzens or Wilderness nmm"”—cm—’——u cated to achieving and pe rpekua——mfhn; protection of nal
llands and waters by means legislation, ur first focus

lis on the Cumberland and Agpal:d’uan regions of East Tennessee, our e!(cmg m;y extend to lhe Test o( the state and|

the nation. TCWP's steength lies in researching information pertinent to an issne, infoaning and educatiag our

membership and he pnbhc. interacting with groups having similar objec ives, and working through the legistative,
and ju on the federal, state, and local levels.

TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd,, Oak idge, T 37830 President; Jimmy Groton, 865-483-5799 (h)
Executive and Membership-Development Direc or: Sanda Goss, e 522 3809;
- Lee Russel, russelllb@s; met: hitp:/ / wwwtcwp.org




1. OBED and BIG SOUTH FORK

1A. Further efforts to protect the Obed
einst development
on the 30+ parcals of Inholdings
In our latest Newsletter (NL278 {1A), we
urgedyou to contactour legisla tors in support of
funding for federal acquisition of the remaining
private lands within the WSR boundary. Repre-
sentatives of TCWP and other organizations have
t months met with aides to Senators Corker
and Alexander, and with Rep. Lincoln Davis, all of
whom expressed the wish to hear from more of
their constituents.
To repeat our summaty of the situation: Fully
one-fi th of the lands within the authorized
boundary of the Obed Wild & Scenic River (WSR)
have no protection of any kind. This privately
owned land is distributed among over 30 tracts,
scattered up and down the gorges, that the gov-
ernment has to date failed to acquire, even though
almost 32 years have elapsed since this unit of the
National Park System was authorized. Anythis
could happen on these stillprivately-ownedtracts:
condowuniums could be butlton them, or oil wells
could be drilled and potentially leak black goop
into the rivers. If the Obed WSR is to cemain the
jewel that it is, these inholdings need to be pur-
chased by the National Park Sarvice (NPS). Butto
do this, the NP needs to have fun ds appropriated
by Congress.
TCWP is currently attempting to arrange a
meeting in Atlanta wi thNPS's new Southeast Re-
ional Director, David Vela. We will be urging
to place the Obed WSR high in their priority
order of land-acquisition needs
In this request. we will be supported by
“America’s Hentage for Sale,” a recent report by
the National Parks Conservation Association
(NPCA), which brings to the attention of Congress
the danger to our national parks from potential
developments in the very numerous remaining
park inholdings nationwide (see 964, this NL for
more extensive coverage). Among 10 “poster chil-
dren featured in the report is the Obed WSR (visit
ongress is
slmngly uvg:d 10 increase appropriations from the
Las ter Conservation Fund (LWCF) n
ordu m a(quln the wyp rotected lands, and the
“poster children” constule the hghest prionity.
Prioritization of the Obed in the NPCA repoct had
good coverage in Tennessee media, including the
Knoxville News-Sentinel of April 9 and The Ten-
nessaan of April 11.
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1B. Acqulsition neads
for the Big South Fork NRRA

The BSENRRA is one of the almost 60 Na-

tional Park System units described in the NPCA

report o needing LWCF approprations in order

to acquire privately owned inholdings that hold
the theeat of development (11, above, and 164,
below). One lir e Xra(lnn the edgeof the beauti-
ul North White Oak Creek gorge hasin fact, heen
obavded, and luxmy sesond homes (visible
from the river) have recently been built, destroy-
ing the wilderess character of the gorge, in an
area where threatened and endangered species are
known to exist.

For FY09, the report asks for $8.1 million to
acquire 1,351 acres in the Darrow Ridge area of the
park surrounding the Laurel Fork Canyon drain-
age. The BSFNRRA's Land Protection Plan de-
Scribes the area as possibly the most pristine and
environmentally sensitive one in the entire park,
and one that almost surely provides habitat for
threatened and endangered species. Nearby, re-
searchers recently discovered the first or second
largest population of white fingeless orchids

(oW t0 exist anywhere. The Darrow Ridge area
is by no means the only private land remaining
within the BSFNRRA boundary.

1C. Major expension of oli drilling

threstens surroundings of the
Obad W3R end Blg 8. Fork NRRA

Large oil and gas fields are located adjacent
1, and extend into, the BSFNRRA boundary. The
Obed WSR is located in an area where osl and gas
occurs at relatively shallow depths, and in 2006
there were 44 oil and gas wells located less than
half a mile from the WSR boundary. There are
undoubtedly more now

The rising price in crude oil is now creating a
feverish upsurge in drilling activities m East Ten-
nessee (417 permits were approved for the state in
2007, and 386 in 2006), and some of these are lo-
cated awfully close to the Obed. Many of us re-
member the oil well adjacent to the Clear Creek
that blew out in July 2002 causing a long-lasting
oilspillintothe river and a fire inside the park, A
Canadian oil company (Montello Resources) re-
cently leased 190 acres near that well and plans to
encircle the area of the 2002 “gusher” with a series
of shallower wells.



1D. Stetus of oll & ges reguletion

Federol oil and gas Iusm%;nol authonized in
either the BSFNRRA of WSR. However,
the Acl that established the BSFNRRA, whlle pro-
hil all oil & gas activity in the * " per-
it it or privately-owned rights in the “adjacent
area” (i.e., the plateau p rtion of lhe ark), subject
la lations that protect park resoucces. There
320 ot or gas wells in the BSFNRRA 2nd 6 in
/SR, where exploration for any new
wells is limited to dnlling from outside the
boundary (NL259 ¢ ese 326 wells com-
prise over 50% of all the wells in the enbre Na-
tional Park System!) Acc rding to an earlier bro-
chus

‘many of the oil

gas operations in both m nis are adversely
Srpasing k. resoirces and vislor experirr, anl
st e ot in complance with federul ane sate g
laitonts.

In September of 2006, the National Park Serv-
ice started work on an Oil & Gas Management
Plan/EIS for the two parks, and TCWP com-
mented on the draft (see N1.269 {1 for details).
The final plan is expected to be ready for public
comsment this summer, with the whole process
completed by the end of calendar year 2006, Tom
Blount, Chief of Res urce Management at the Big
South Fork NRRA, has kindly given us a recent
update.

There have been no re uest to drill new
wells in either unit, BBO (Big S. Fork NRRA) is
finalizing its rst plan of operations for Saint fo-
seph Petroleum. will require the opera-
tor to bring the existing wells operated by the
company in line with state and federal require-
ments, including additional bonds to ¢ ver plug-
ging and reclamation.

Tom Blount also ceports “some especially
good aews regarding funding and satfing at

The ark received a ermanent increase to
pm ‘base funding to hire two additional positions
for the oil & gas progeam which will cover both
BISO and OBED. These positions will allow us to
update our oil and gas well information (including
leases), spend moretimein the fieldto monitor ex-
Jshng operators, and implement the oil & gas

ement plan when completed. BISO also re-
ceived funding in 2007 and 2008 for plugging 10
abandoned wells andtodo site restoration includ-
ing access road restoration. There will be an Envi-
ronmental Assessment coming out soon to address
plugging and reclamation for these wells.
inally, BISO will have a student working
through the Ge logist in the Parks Program to
complete mnltmmanl sampling at old abandoned
sites this summer, The goal of the summer project
210 collect contaminan data assodated with past
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drilling or well operations to determine the re-
quirements for plugging and reclamation of aban-
doned sites.”

1E. Reed Detring leaving BSFNARA

After more than 8 years as superintendent
the Big South Fork NRRA and Obed WSR, Reed
Detring is moving to the Ozark National Scenic
Riverways in Missouri. His last day here wil be
June 2. As of now, we don't know the name of
Nis replacement. (Note: Phil Campa-u remains as

Site Manager at the Obed.)
We wish Reed all the best in his new location!

1F. Obed WSR activities
{From Joe Zagorski, Chief of Interpretation]
Numerous activities have been planned by
the Obed WSR for the coming months, Call 423-
346-8901, ext24 for info. Hm is the list for June

and July. Alltimes are El

* June 7, 2:00 p.m., Lllly Bluff Boardwalk Over-
look., Howard Duncan of the BSFNRRA will
discuss the roles andlivesof the longhunters of
East Tennessee. He will demonstrate a repro-
duction flintlock rifie.
June 21, 2:00 p.m., Visitor Center, Wartburg. Ka-
tie Cottrell of the Clinch ijer Raptor Center
will show a number of live
July 11, “Owls of the omd Vet at 9 p.m. in
the Lilly Bluf arkinglot. Bringa flashlightand
wearsturdy shoes.
July 19, ci” bing expedition. Meet at 2:00 p.m.
kil Bndge for a display of basic rock-
climbi
July zg “Leave No Trace” lecture, 200 m. at
the Visitor Center, Wartburg. Watch a video

and discuss theprogram.

1u.rl-au of the Obed River watershed
m Obed Watershed Communuty Assoqation|
JVCA has isoued 3 “Vascular Hants Tnven-
tory o the Obed River Walersbed- (OWCA Foet
Sheet #27) based on a 2000-2001 compilation by
Professor Felix Coe of TN Technological Univer-
sity (TTU) and his graduate students.” The inven-
tory ncludes over 300 species of { glane. Prof. Coe
moved to another us 3, and the TTU
herbarium has not been mai umed or expanded
since then. There have, howver, been more re-
cent surveys (call 423-346-8901, ext.24)
more information, contact Louise Goren-
Igorenflo@gmail.com.

For mc
flo, OWCA, 931-484-9033 or




2. FATE OF BILLS IN THE TENNESSEE
LEGISLATURE
information from weekly sucunaries publislied by Stewart
Clifton for Tennessee Conseevation Voters|

2A. The Limited Resource Waters Bill —
dead for this year
en. Southerland, the chief sponsor of
SB.4119/HB.4185, abandoned his eiforts to pass
the bill. A bill with this number and ttle is still
around, but it was amended 10 2 totally different
purpose (to require TDEC to remove tires and as-
sociated debris from the Nolichucky River)). As
originally written, SB.4119/HB.4185 (a very bad
clone of last year's disastrous “ditch” bill, NL277
q3A) wasone of the worst threats tothe regulation
of our water quality. Not cnl¥ would it have lifted
protection fram about half of the streams in Ten-
nessee (30,000 stream miles), it would also have
led!o the destruction of adjacent land and scenc arens
(NL278 $6A).

28. Lighthouss Convention Cantar

In Norrls Dam 9tete Park
Bas rizsen from the dead

We thought it was all over last year when
TDEC tumed down this request (NL275 J2A), but
the proponents, working very quietly, managedto
slip in a resolution (Hl“g 938, Baird) by which the
General Assembly tequests apptoval from TVA
for the construction of the Campbell Count
Lighthouse Lodge and Convention Center. H]
938 went to the Finance Committee's Budget Sub-
committee, instead of to the House Parks Sub-
committee, and was subsequently (April 7) passed
95 : 0 bythe full House.

TCWP and some individual members wrote
10 the Sente Finance, Ways & Means committee
pointing out that the proposed project was defi-
nitely not in keeping with the mission of Tennes-
see State Parks, that the development had been
oppused by Covmissioner Fyke, and that
Governor Bredesen had refused to sign a bill for
financing the project. The letter also cit
stances of the overwhelming public opposition to
the lighthouse project, and gave reasons why it
was likely to be a dismal financial failure. The
Senateis scheduled to consider HJR 938this week.

2C. B/ll to halt rock mining on ths
Cumbarland Trall Ia withdrawn,
but law sult goes on
The effects of rock mining on the Cumber-
land Trail (NL278 93A) have been heart breaking,
bat there is no legislative relief in sight this year.
Regreltably, SBATS8, the Administration il that
TCWP was supporting, was “pulled” a
other rock-mining bills were slmilarly e
for this legislative session. Supposedly, anew bill
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will be written in a summer workshop and intro-
duced next year. In the meantime, the destruction
can continue. Here's one description: I recall
how green the gorge was with its mountain laurel
and trees and the sound of Oeep Creek flowing in
the background, a genuine ploce for escape from
the hustle and stress of modem life.
mining, a barren landscape of rocks and destruc-
tion, void of its green splendor, roads ripped
through themiddle ofit ...” (Tony Hook).
owever, commumgnnanomerpam
— through the courts.” Because of the current am-
biguity in the status of stone and rock in the defi-
nition of “mineral rights,” the Hamilton County
Chancery Court ruled last year that the pecpetra-
tor of thisoutrage was within his mineral rights.
In October, thestate appealed this decision o the
Tennessee Court of Appeal. TCWP and several
other groups filed an amici curize (Friends of the
Court) brief in support of the state, and our brief
was recently accepted. Oral atguments in the case
are set for June 18 in Knoxville. It is very unusual
for amicus parties to receive presentation time, but
wehave been granted 5 minutes.

“@canic Vistas Protaction” bill,
which would stop mountsintop
removal, has subsidad in a study
committes

As introduced, this imaginative bill (SB.3822
[Finney R )/ HB3348 {McDonald]) had three major
provisions (NL278 ¥4A). () [t stopped surface

rnits until a new programmatic EIS was
genenled () it prohibited the issuance of permits
for “[slurface e0al operations, or cesuiting waste,
fill, or in-stream treatment within ... 300 feet of
any wates of the state;” and (c) it pmhlbx\:d any
“surface coal mining operations to alter or disturb
any ridge line above 2,000 feet above sea level ...

‘The bill was supported by many organiza-
tions, and most vigorously and effectively 3
members of the faith-based wmmumty throu;
an organization called LEA!
which believes that people of rnm must come to-
gether to take care of God's creation. The issue
had good coverage in the media (see, for example,

60). But Tennessee's coal producers went to the
General Assembly, essentially threatening the
state with lawsuits that could cesult in “hundreds
of millions and potentially billions of dollars of
possible judgments” becausethe ban would be the
equivalent of taking away private landholders’

hts,

In early April, the bill failed in House Envi-
ronnient Subcommittee. But, two weeks later, the
Senate Environment Committee recommended it,
with amendment. The main amendment, how-
ever, creates a study committee, made up of 3
members of each House, to study surface coal



mining. Until that happens, therewill be no fur-
theractionon this bil

2E. Container deposit biil dlea again

Italmost made ittwoyears agointhe preced-
ing General Assembly. Last year, the first half of
the present Assembly, it was delayed a year. This
your his come and gone, and the bill s dead for
the session. On May 6, $B.1408 (Jackson)/ HB.1629
(Turner M), the TN Deposit Beverage Container
Act, was “taken off notice” in Senate Environment
Comumittee. It would have established a refund
value of five cents on each deposit beverage con-
tainer sold in Tennessee and esta blished cedemp-
tion centers at whuch consumers could have re-
turned deposit containers for a_efund. The spon
sors promise 1o bring up a container.deposit bill
next year and are «miuiem of passage.

2F. Water quality of the Pigeon River,
HJR 1103 (Yokley)

Water quality in the Pigeon River is ad-
versely impaded by activities of a North Carolina
paper mill, Evergreen Packaging of Canton. HJR
1103 requests a number of permit-related meas-
ures to protect TN's public waters from ongoing

radation “that prevents the Pigeon River from
hf&u;n; all of its designated uses, because of its
failure to meet TN standards for color, foam and
other floating matter, odor and taste.” The resolu-
tion was adopled by the House and, with a minor
amendment, by the Senate, 1t does not have the
fo ce of law.

20. Outlook

Snaehats ikely th last wee kof s session.
most of the atlention at the General Assembl
focused on the budget. Major proposed re (4
tions in programs and staff may have serious im-
pacts on future environmental protection. Several
environmental bills remain for action, in addition
10 the few we have covered in this NL. We hope
tobring you a sumunaty inour nextissue.

3. THE GREATER FROZEN HEAD

3A.Area named after Donald Todd
n Apnil 14, the Morgan County Commis-
sion and Morgan County Executive passed a reso-
lution (presented by Annetta Watson, Joni Love-
grove, and others) that “the area located south of
the Emory River and acquited by the State of Ten-
nessee Departmentof Environment and Conserva-
tion (TDEC) in 2007 by fee pu chase from The For-
estland Group and now often referred to by TD
as the Emory River Acquisition, be named the
EMORY RIVER/DONALD TODD TRACT.” The
preambie to the resolution listed a few of Don's
fAumerous contributions to Morgan County .
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The Commission resolved to work with legis-
lators and with TDEC “to 50 name this area.”
but one of the commissioners voted in favor.
Morgan County Executive Becky Ruppeandsome
e Commussioners are now taking the initiative
to move the resolution (o the General Assembly
via Sen. Kilby and Rep. Windle.
There is a 2004 picture of Donaid Todd and 4
others (lsted 3 the founding fthers o the CTC)
‘Cumberland Trail  web  site,

3B. Emory tracts Include
private all & ges wells
(Contribused by Cindy Kendr.ck]

Oit and gas wells — along with their assoc-
ated tanks, pipelines, and pits -- frequently punc
tuate the lovely landscape along Macedonia Road
that follows the upper Emory River. The River
generally marks the boundary betweenthefeeand
easement portions of the Emory Tracts included in
last summer's large “Connecting the Cumber-
lands” project that was made possible with funds
provided by the state, The Nature Conservancy,
and two timber management companies (NL277
§1A). The Emory tract gemraﬂ{t:mh of the
River was purchased in fee and became part of
Frozen Head State Park, and a conservation ease-
ment was pu chased on the tract north of the
River. The mineral rights were not acquired, and
Enme energy companies continue (o operate on

oth track.

TCWP members have talked with offcials in
the state Division of Water Pollution Coniol
(which issues permits for, and inspects, oil and gas
wetls) regarding some concerns with severalwell
sites. These concerns have included the condition
of some berms and pits, proximity to the Emory
and its tributary streains, an apparent leak, and
vulnerability ofwells todamage by vehicles. sute
personnel have contacted the owners and are ad-
dressing the questions and issues, The recent ok
well disaster in Oliver Springs, along with mem-
ory of the Obed oij-well spill and fire in July 2002
(NL246 118; NL247 1), help fuel TCWP's concern
for protectingth.e upper Emory River.

3C.The management-plannirg process
continues
The Planning Team that is charged with gen-
erating a Management Agreement for the Emory
fee lands (NL278 92B) is continuing i% work.
They held mm sezond meeting April 1, and a field
trip on April 26. There are five “roads’ to the
Emory fee lands (the northern addition to Frozen
Head), all leading off Macedonia Road, which
runs roughly along the upper Emory River. These
roads were built by timbering and mineral-
extracting operations. There is ongoing discussion
about how these roads will be maintained. One of
them is currently gated to prevent use ofan unsafe



bndge over the Emory River. The other roads ford

. How this will affect water quality is a
topic of discussion. There was agreement that 2l
creek crossings should be monitored continuously
for water-quality changes, but details were de-
ferred to future meetin,

The group also agreed that ATV/OHV use
would be limited to hunting only, and that recrea-
tional use of such vehicles would not be allowed
in the area.

3D. Upcoming Frozen Head events
Formore m(urmatlun, call 423 346-3318.
+ May 24, 1:304:00 p.m., Echo in the Mountains
Bluegriss Festival (bringblanketor lawn chair).
* July 26, all day, CCC Reunion (bring old pho-

. Augusl 16, 11:00 am-5:00 p.m. Heritage Day

Festival.
* Volunteer Trail Work Days, 9:00 a.m. unt labout
3:00 p.m
June 21 October 18
July 19 November 15
August 23 December 6
September 20

Meet at Visitor Center. Bring daypack, lunch,
water, sturd boots, and weather-
appropriate crﬁmmg

4. OTHER TENNESSEE NEWS

4A. Rugby ll e Natural Area
Is anl. in
The Rusby State Natural Area has grown in
several installments (NL273 §4B). The latest addi-
tion is 213 acres, bringing the total size of the pro-
tected area 10 659 acres. The acquisition was niade
possible by a federal Forest Legacy grant for
which $171,000 in matching funds will have to be
aid. Of this, $81,000 has already been raised, and
90,000 still needs to be collected.

4B. New Executive Director for Rugby
[information om The Rugbeiam, vol.42(1)|

After decades of service to Historic Rugby,
Bartara tage wil be stepping down a3 execulive
director. The Board search committee will adver-
tise the position (pcimarily online) startingin late
May, and the transition isprojected to occur in the
fall. To insure continuity, Barbara wilf remain as
executive director emeritus, dealing primarily
with capital development and land projects. It is
almost - inconceivable how much Barbara has
achieved over the past 4 decades, bringing to frui-
tonthe dream ofher late brother!

4C. About 13,000 acres protected

neer Sewenas
[informasion from INC fieid notes]

The University of the South at Sewanee owns

10,000 acres of parkland thathas been protected
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m and logging by a
casement with the Land Trust of Tennessee. Now,

he ~3,000.acte Lost Cove tract will be added
lhruugl\ a $4.3 million purchase funded by the
university, the Land Trust for TN, the state, and a
$0.5 million contribution from The Nature Con-
servancy, INC (with support from the Lyndhurst
Foundation).

4D. Additional Iaod protection

In the Southern Cumberiands

{Information frem TNC field notes|
Late in 2003, the Tennessee and Alabama
chapters of TNC collaborated to acquire the
21,000-acre Walls of Jericho tract, a spectacular
canyon-ike property. Early this year, the Tennes-

see Chapter purchased 874 aares in
County that protect the NW border of the oot
Jericho, as well as the Carlton Cave system and
more than a mile of the headwaters of Paint Rock
River with its abundﬂn( aquatic wildlife. The
Tennessee Heritage Conservation Trust Fund
(NL262 T14) contriuted to this purchase

4E. Water-conservation pian
for Cumberiand Couoty
[information from Louise Gorenflo, OWCA!

Thecity of Crossville hasfor someyears wor-
tied thatits growth potential would be hampered
by limits to water supply. Parts of Cumberland
County sit “on top of the mouniain,” i, at the
head of watersheds — the Obed-Emoty % the east
and the Caney Fork to the west. Numerous im-
poundments of small headwaters streams have

n made over the past two decades to form
“lakes” for residential developments, especially
retirement communities. Repeatedly, there have
been Enposils to dam larger streams, eg, the
Clear Creek, one of the two majortnibutariesof the
Obed (fm the latest, see NL275 §18).

Corps of Engineers study made in 1998
1denuﬁed a number of alternatives, including
pumping water from large reservoirs in the sur-
roundings (e.g. NL226 J1A; N1L231 1A). Local
sentiment has strongly rejected Watts Bar Reser-
voiras a water source.

More recently, the Corps of Engineers was
requested to perforta studies for a Regional Water
Supply Project for Cumberland County, but the
progress of this work has been slowed by lack of
funding. In February of this year, the Corps re-
leased a memorandum on a poction of this study,
the Water Conservation Plan. We thank Louise
Gorentlo of the Obed Watershed Community As-
sociation for furnishinga copy.

The memorandum summarizes 8 possible
conservation measures to be investigated, and
identifies 6 of these measures to pursue in more
detailed modeling, These 6 are,



Metering improvements

Leakdetection and systemloss reduction
Waterpricing

Education

lew constroction standards, codes, aed regul-

“I'is interesting how much water could be
saved by some of these measures. For example,
unaccounted water losses constitute 13-25% for
the Cumberland Utlity Disrics, considerably
higher than the national average of 14%. This
Jargely due to the existence of over 75,000 ft of cor-
rodible piping

Thetwo conservation measures that werenot
recommended for further modeling (because they
were considered less easily quantified) include Al-
temative Supply and Reuse. Under this heading
are rainwater harvesting, and (for non-potable
demand) wastewaterand grey water reuse and n-
dustrial process water recy

Altogether, it seems dear that destructive
damniing of rivers is farfrom the only alternative
for increasing useful water supply. fn the next
Newsletter, we hope to pr esent an update on steps
the city of Crossville is taki ng to conserve water.

SMOKIES; CHEROKEE NF

SA.While the North Shore Roed solu-
tlon moves closer to settiement,
some politiclans are still proposing
to bulid the road

On December 28, the National Park Service
signed a Record of Decision to resolve the North
Shere Road obligation through a monetary set-
tlement to Swain County (Bryson City). This is the
<ulmination of years of work, many public meet-
ings and EIS procedures. Superintendent Ditman-
son has called meetings of the four signatories
(NPS, TVA, Swain County, and the state of North
Carolina) to hammer out a new agreement that
will incorporate the monetary settlement. Their
third meeting is scheduled for later this month.
TCWP has written to thank Supt. Ditmanson for
his leadership on theissueand to urgespeedyim-
plementation of the settlement.

In the meantime, the Republican primary for
the 11 Congressional District of North Carolina

resented new opportunities for revivingthe pro-
posal for the Road to Nowhere. The two candi-
dates, both running as fiscal conservatives,
stressed the “promise” the govermnment made in
1943 1o build the road. Spence Campbell one of
the Republican contenders for Heath Shuler's seat,
believes that this promise should trump the worry
about adding “$480 million” to the deficit. (Note
that this is about half the NPS estimate of $729
million). Mr. Mumpower, the other Republican

sc.
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candidate, also thinks thatthe governmentshould
honor its promise, and that the road would pro-
vide “an economue stimulus for Western North
Carolina,” similar to roads through the Smokies in
East Tennessee. So much for fiscal conservatism!

Beeverdsm Creek watershed,
@ “Cherokee Mountaln Treesure,”
would be harmed by USFS plen

The Beaverdam Creek watershed is in Shady
Valley, Johnson County, Watauga District of the
northern end of the Cherokee National Forest. It
is one of the Mountain Treasures (unprotected
wildlands) identified by Cherokee Forest Voices
and The Wilderness Society in our national forest

3 ilde; X

1 T4 =
Te). The watershed meets the criteria for being
designated a Wilderness Area.
March the Forest Service issued an as.
sessment for the Beaverdam Creek watershed

that pm»
Dosed some l-advised projects including a -
ber harvest in 711 acres of matute foresta d con-
version to early successional habitat (trees har-
vestedat less than 10 yearof age).

TCWP submitted comments on the USES
plan. We stressed the importance of safeguarding
the foresw in this unique high-quality watershed
and agreed with the dedision to designate two ar-
eas of old growth. mmended the Forest
Service for proposing to decommission several
road segments, converting one of them to a trail.
On the other hand, we opposed the proposal to
add almost 6 miles of unclassified roads to the
Forest Service road system, and we opposed
construction of more roads.

‘The comment deadline was April 23.

Teone:

e field orgenizer will

In the Cherokee
rmation from SAFC]

‘The Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition is
Plessed 1o snnounce that Jeffrey Hunter has ac-

epted the position of Tennessee Field Organizer,
ffective April 21, 2008. Jeff will be responsible for
m\plemenhng and coordinating the Great Forest
Campaign for national forest lands in Te nessee
according to priorities established by SAFC's Con-
servation Vision.

Jeff, most recently American Hiking Society’s
Director of Southeast Trail Programs, will be
based in Chattanooga — concentrating his efforts
on the southern zone of the Cherokee NF.




6. NATIONAL NEWS

GA. Our netionel parks,
Imperiied by development,
need acquisitien ef inheldings
Amenico’sHeritage for Sale -- thatis thetitleof
a comprehensive report published April 8 by the
National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA)
about the development threat to lands within na-
tional park boundaties, While Congress drew the
boundaries of those parks (decades ago, in some
cases), the president and t e Congress have yet to
provide the funds needed to purchase all of the
acreage within these boundaries. The privately
owned inholdings are increasingly on the market
for development (residential or commercial) that
would seriously dama ge the purpose for which
the parks were set aide. Nationwide, about 4.3
muillion acres are scattered within authorized park
boundaries, creatinggapsthat shatterthe integrity
of parks. NPCA recommends that, for FY 2003, at
least$100 million from the Land and WaterCon-
servation Fund (LWCF) be aggmpnaled for the
National Park Service’s (NPS's) federal land-
acquisition needs; and that significant additional
sums be appropriated in subsequent years in or-
derto ensure thatthe national parksare fully pro-
tected and preserved by the year 2016, the NPS
centennial
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n
The Land and Water Conservation Fund
(LWCP was enacted in 1964 to “conserve, de-
velop and wilzeoutdoor resoures forthe benefit
and enjoyment of the American
s credited with $900 muillion annually — pnmanly
from revenues generated from oilandgas leasing
of the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) — but these
credited LWCF monves cannot be spent unless ap-
propriated by Congress. Each year, the Congres-
sional appropriatons have been only a racion of
the available LW unappropriated f
i dbeerid wward oo el schvites Thas,
between FY 1965 and FY 2006, $29 billion was
edited to the LWCF, but only $143 billion was

These
are made annually for federal acquisition pro-
grams (NPS, Forest Service, BLM, US Fish and
Wildlife Service and for state and local LWCF
matching-grant programs for outdoor recreation
needs.

Since the turn of this century there has been
only one year (FY 2001 when the appropraled
amount approached the one that had been
ited from OCS oil & gas revenues. In subsequent
years, thetotalshave decreased steeply. Further-
more; in each year of the new century, a major
portion of the appropriated funds was uted for

other” federal programs (something rarely done
before) -- such as maintenance needs, highway re-
In Lieu of Tax payments, thus

The report
funding needs foreachof nearly 6001 the National
Park System’s 391 units. Three of theseare in Ten-
nessee: the Obed WSR, the Big South Fork NRRA,
and Cumberland Gap National Historical Park.
Preceding the para caphlength summaris, the

report features 10 “poster children” in full page
Spreads; ane of thest s the Obed WR (see Ton
above

e).
Youcanview the reportat
This website

also-contains 8 petition to Congress that we hope
you will sgn: I support full and adequate [undmg [m
the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Congress
needs topravde the necessaryfunding to protect and
complete our ratioral parl

The current list of NPS priority land-
acquisition needs includes 18 million acres at an
estimated price of 1.9 billion. Most owners of in-
holdings would very willingly sell to NPS but
many cannot afford the years of waiting and they
succumb to the imcreasingpressure of developers.

If we are to ensure the preservation of the
most significant natural, cultural, and historic
places on the A merican landscape, Congress must
act m make the purchase of inholdings and the ac-
quisition of strategic ad)acenl lands a priority.
Federal dollars mmissi b us secve our na-
tional heritage, and that means more robust sup-
port for the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Sfurther di minishing the amount available for land
acquisition (see Congressional Research Service
Reponomm/ns RL33531).

ast 10 years, Park Service approy
tions, hav: ¢ Ructuatod between about $130 olion
(FY3002) and 534 million (Fy 2006 and FY 2007
The most recent one (FY 2008) was $44 million -

well below the $100 million now suggested
The Administration's budget request for
FY2009isameager $21.8million.

6B. Another pllh la oliow live firearms
in netlonal p
Hnlonnanun omeheNY Times 2120]
any years now, gunownersvisitingna-
tional parks and wildlife refuges have been re-
quired to keep their weapons unloaded, disas-
sembled, and stored. But early this year, 47 tena-



tors (including one Democrat, Baucus of Montana)
wrote to Interior Secretary 'Kempthorne urging

to lift this ban (NL277 95B). More r cently,
the gun lobby has taken another approach. Sen.
Tom Cobumn (Republican of Oklahoma), threat-
ened toblocka bipartisan publiclands bill (which,
among other things, authorizes new wilderness
areas) unless it includes his amendment to allow
thepackingoflive fir arms in the parks. Hisjusti-
fication: “Guns locked in yourtrunk are of no use
when a rapst is atiacking your family.* Not only
are rea y-o-fire gun s a threat to public safety, but
they would do mich to empove game poachers.

legislators should not allow
inspi el type of vigilantism take hold ottt ives
- includingour outdoor experiences

6C. Nationel Parks Second Century
Commission fs 1sunched
[From NPCA's Inside Report)
e National Park Service will celebrate its
100% bmhday i 2016, and, looking ahead o the
next 100 years, the National Parks Conservation
Association as convened the National
Parks Second Cen tury Commission charged with
developing a vision and a path for the National
Park System._The System is vastly more varied
than it was in its early years, and the National
Park Service is now an institution with signufi-
cantly broader and still-evolving purposes.

“The first of five Comniission meetings is be-
ing held this month. Howard Bker formetsens.
tor from Tenn ssee, serves as co-chair. NPCA
the National Geographic Socety will wark in fan-
dem to promate munission’s findings in a

mprehenaive report scheduled for reloase. in
Septomber2009, comeiding with ther lease ofKen
Burns’ PBS documentary on the histary of Amer-
ica’s national par

6D. More WIId & Scenic Rivers
showld be designated
{Information Grom American Rivers|

This year is the 40* anniversary of the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (and, inciden-
tally, of Tennessee's Scenic Rivers Act, which pre-
ceded it). But, to date, only 168 oustanding, free-
flowing rivers 'in 39 states and Puerto Rico have
been protected under the Act (an average of 4.2
peryear). Morethan 3,400 rivers across thecoun-
trymeetthe criteria forNational Wild and Scenic
designation, yetare leftvulnerable to sprawl, pol-
lution andnewdam building. Thisyear,thereare
14billsb fore Congress thatwould addmorethan
200rivers tothe system.
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€E. Environmental laws end fragiie
habitat sre victims of the border
fence

(InfofromNY Times, 4/3/08]

On April 1, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, waived the Endanger d Species Act, the
Clean Water Act and other environmental laws to
allow the 700 or so miles of border fence to be
built by the end of 2008 without undertaking le-
gally mandated reviews of the consequences for
threatened wildlife and theirhabitats. Among the
many areas that are now at risk is the 95,000-acre
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Ref-
uge, whose oc lots, jaguarundis, and other rare
species willbe left virtually impossible to monitor
and protect.

GLOBAL WARMING

TA. 8. 2191 n,
then pessed
[infermation frem League of Woren Voters and
Union of Concerned Scientists)

The Senate plans to debate global-warming
legislation during the first week of June. Amer-
ica’s Climate Security Act, S. 2191 (Lieberman-
Warner) isa good first step in establish ngthe ba-
sic framework for curtalling greenhouse gas
(GHG) pellution, but it needs to be considerabl,
skxenglhened before passage. The bill stablishes a

cap and trade” system that amis to cut CHG
emissions m an economically efficient manner
The “cap” sets a limit on allowable emissions from
electric power, transportation, and manufacturing
sourc s thatwilldecline overtime tom etthe pol-
lut'on-reduction goal. The “trading” system sets
up a market that allows sources to buy, s I bor-
row, and trade emission allowances so reductions
canbe achiev d in themost cost-effectiveways.
ere are two areas in which the bill must be
strengthened. First, thebill, as written, does not
achieve enough of the reductions that thi bzt i
entific analysis indicates are needed to avoid cata-
strophic harm. Second, theauction systemshould
be expanded to include more emissions earlierin
the process. This will both speed compliance and
in r ase the economic efficiency of the program.
The trade system invites loopholes that undermine
the emissions cap through such mechansms as a
so-called "safety valve" that would allow sources
to purchase unfimited emission allowanc s.

to be strengthened,



To ensure that the bill is strong enough to
prevent dangerous war  ing, please support the
following improvements:

= Require science-based emission reductions of at
least 80% by 2050, and ensure that the Environ-
mental Protection Agency adjusts this target if
the Nationa! Academy of Sciences finds that we
are not on track toa void dangerous warming,

« Eliminate or sigmificantly reduce free emission
allowances for polluters. Proceeds from auc-
tioned allowances and any free allowances

shouldbenefit public programs and promote -
vestmentindean-energy technologies.

Oppose attempts to provide additional subsidies
for coal or nuclear power, which already receive
substantial benefits under this bill

]

This sham bill must be defeated
{In(ermation from Environmiental Defense]
On May 2, Senator George Voinovich (R-OH)
pmposed a bill that is dressed yp & & Wiy 10 lahe
ction, but in fact is a detailed prescription for do-
mgnnﬂung It would postpone meaningful action
on global warming pollution for at least |wen(y
years, disastrously wasting precious time.
emissions-reduction bench arks it calls for are
pitifully weak and non.binding. Thus current lev-
elsaretobe achieved in 2020, and 1990 levels in
2030. 1t provides taxpayer-funded subsidies for
favored technologies.
insult to injuty, the Voinovich bill
would take awaythe authority o findividualstates
— confir ed by the U.S. Supreme Court in “Mas-
sachusetts v. EPA” — to control global warrning

pollution. Dozensof states across the counlry,
cluding California, Floruda, the Northeast
members of the Regional Greenhouse Cocinis
tive, have set a bitious emissions reduction tar-
gets.

7C. Principles for Global Warming

leglalation are set forth

On_Ear hday, the Speaker of the House,
Nancy Pelosi, was presented with “ Pnnclples for
Global Warming_Legisla ion,” ongressmen
Henty Waxman, Ed Markey, and Ivay Inslee. They
write: * [W)ehave developed a setof principlesto
guide Congress asit produces legislationto estab-
lishan economy-wide mandatory program toad-
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dress the threat of global wanming. Actingin ac-
cordance wi h these principles is critical to achiev-
inga fairand effective bill thatwillavoid themost
dangerous global warmin

harmed by the warming that is unavoidable, while
slrenglhem ng our economy

emprehensive leghdation o address lobal

warming must achieve four key go
1. Reduce emissions toavoid dangemusglobal

2 TransitionAmerica toa clean energy economy;

3. Recognize and minimize any economic impacts
from global warming legislation; and

4. Aid communities and ecosystems vulnerable to
harm fromglobaf warming.”

The et then develops  number of key clements
that climate change legislation must include to
meet each of these gnzls Amongthese arethefol-
lowing:
= A commitment to ongoing scientific review so
that the best available science will always be
taken into account
w Assistance for the wildlife and ecosystems
threatened by globalwarming.
 Investment in energy efficie:
A strong citizen enforcement provision.

7D. Climate Capsulea

« In addition to generating our primary green-
house gas (GHG), coal buraing produces ash
that forms the nation’s second largest industrial
waste stream, with more than 129 million tons
generated each year. Coal ash is full of arsenic,
Jead, and other foxins. Unsafe disposal peactices
have poisoned water supplies across the coun-
try.(From Earthfustice, 1/15/08)
Every second of every'day, anareaof jungle the
size of a football field 15 cut down. Deforesta-
tion now contributes as much to global warming
as does all the carbon emitted by the United
States. Byone calculation, four years of defores-
tation have the same carbon footprint as ali
flights in the histary of aviation up until the year
2025 (From Nicholas D. Kristof, NY Tumes,
5/1/08)
Research sugges s thatby paying tropical coun-
tries$27.25 pertonof carbon nofemitted
frainingfrom forest destruction, theworld could
avoid $85 in damage per ton from the carbon
(Nicholas D. Kristof, NY Times, 5/1/46)
Insyear, the US govemn _entspends $1.5bilion
forrenewable energy research. inaday(t), Exx-
onMobil earns $1 billion. (Environ ental De-
fense, 1/24/08)
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8. TCWP NEWS

Upcoming activities
(Basedon contributionsby TCWP Executive Director

ndrak.

be obtained at65-522-3809, orat
‘Sandra@sandrakgoss.com)

-watching hike at Fro: a

Egu(k Estes will Iead a -4-mule hike with

plenty of bird-1 »\aldlm% ortunities. Meet at 8
am. (EDT) at the gate for lhe jeep trail, located at
the end of the Frozen Head camy . We will
hike the jeep trail for about 2 miles tothe frs gap
(gaining about 1,000 feet), looking for warblers
andespecially the Cerulean Warbler. Frozen Head
is prime nesting tetritory for the Cerulean War-
bler, which loves the ca nopy of the high elevation
moun tains of the Cum bedand Plateau. This hike
will provide an excellent opportunit to see this
bird. We will return down the jeep trail. Bring
plenty of water and a lunch snack. Wear sturdy
shoes. Total triptimewillbe aboutS-6hours.

i e
The North Ridge Trail was de\'eloped by

TCWP about &l years s> and mbsequently de-
ted both a Stae and fedeal Recnvanan Trail.
Gler the decades, werve had  cole in its

matntenance, overseon by dedicated. el stew:
ards.

Trails Day, our

san Donnelly is organizing a work session that
will focus on the segment between Georgia A ve-
nue and Orchard Lane. Volunteets should meetat
9:00 am. at the trailhead where Georgia Avenue
joins Outer Drive, wearing study shoes and
weather-appropriate affice. Snacks and water, as
well as gloves, leppecs and/ or snippers are also
recommended,

e
We have a great opportunty to et an eady
look al the Head of the Seq wtchie, the latest ac-
quisition for the Cumberland Trail Slal: Park. The
Sequatchie River originates from two beautiful
springs at the head ofa narrow, scenic valley. The
state recently acquired the area (~400 acres 12
miles south of Crossville) from Tennessee Parks &
Greenways Foundation, which had bought the
umque site the year before to protect it from de-
velopment. By the time of our visit, the Cumber-
land Trail SP staff, cummly based in Crossville,
plans tobe relocated to the si
Our day will include s by a ranger,
well-know naturalist and TCWP Board mem ber
Mary Lynn Dobson, short walks to both sprin gs,
and lunch in a shady spot. Details are still be ing
arranged. To register for the event, orto find out
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more, call or e-mail Sandra (contact information

al jams -
Lyn Bates, author and aaturaist, will present

a talk on the history, programs, and resources of
Jjams Nature Center, An ow} and a snake will
participate in Lyn's presentation in the Craft
Room, Oak Ridge Civic Center. The program will
start at7:40

Qi & o8 July 2
This will be a repeat of last year's very popular “In
the Creek” outing. Look in the July Newsletter for
details.”

TQ\MLAEA@AIMS;&MMMM
Mark your calendar now for a day of ks

and hikes featuring the Cumberland Trad Sbte

k. Bobby oo s s sy it &
tepresentative of Friends of the Cumberland Trail
will update us about the park, and the challenges

ternoon, with a choice ofhikes - one easy andone
moderate. See a future NL for location and other
detailsaboutthe meting.

Voluntser opportunities
We do need volunteers badly for numerous
specific tasks, some quite small. ~ Please refer to
NL277 I8A. If you've lost it, contact Sandra Goss
at 865-522-3809, or at Sandra@sandrakgoss.com).

l.b Leflerha

We were saddened to leam of the recent
death of Bob Lefler, an active and devoted TCWP
1 during its very early days. Bob served on
the TC WP Board in 1988 and 1969 (our second and
third Boards), and was Vice President in 1970 and
1971 Hewas very muchinvolve dinour activities
to save the Big South Fork from the Devils Jumps
Dam and, subsequently, to ensure a protected
status forthe area. When we carried out research
ta help in the study of alternatives to th e dam, his
:unmbunons were in the fields of arch edlogy and
histo ob was also an active parficipant in
TCWEs constructionof the North Ridge Trail

As devoted leacher, brst at ]ellerson Junior
High School and then at e High
School, he involved Sudents in environmontal o
tivities. Among these was exploration of Ernie’s
Creek (near the JJHS site) and advocacy to have
the Clly confer some protective status for it. Un-
fortunately, Bob moved to upstate New York be-
forethese efforts could come to fruition.

Bob died May 7. at the age of 69, of mesothe-
lioma. He had only recentl ‘moved back o this
area, and we had been looking forward to seeing
more of




CALENDAR; RESOURCES

CALERDAR
(For details,checkthe referenced NLitem;or
contact SandraCoss, 865-522-3809, or
dra@sandral

* May 1 through]Juneld, trail construction of 4
milesremaining to complete thesection ofthe
‘Trail between Cove Lake andFrozenHead.
There are many ways yon can help. Call 931-4%-
6259 or visit ——

« May17-18, Sewanee, Conservation Forestty
Workshopon the SouthCumberland Plateau.
Visit

- site;
- nstitute

« May31, Frozen Head, TCWP‘s bird-watching
hike (see 48A, this NL

« June 7, TCWP'sNorth R:dse Trail clean-up out-
ing (see 8., this NL).

« Jurie 7, and later dates, activities of the Obed
WSR summarized in Y 1F of this NL.

« June 14,0akRidge Reservation, 9:00 a.m.until
noor.. Tour ofinvasiveplant sites. (For more
i Marti Salk
865.574-7315),

« June 18, All1ance for the Cumberlands meets in
McMinnville. For further information, contact
Katherine Medlock

« June 21 and later dates. Frozen Head workdays
listed in 3Dof thisNL.

«July 19, TCWP's Head of the Sequatchie outing
(see98A, this NL).

. luly 24, Talk by Lyn Bales, Ijams (see 184, this

. ]uly 26, Clifty Creek outing (see I8A, this NL).
« November 1, TCWP Annual Meeting (see J8A,
thisNL).

« REGOURCEY
* DOE haslaunched a website with energy-saving
tips for comsunars:

o

o A Decerara tor calcuiating energy savings ik
ben de feveloped by Lawrance Berkeley National
Laboratory. Visit

« Oak Ridge has expanded its recycling program.
Waste Connechions will now recycle plastics
numbered 1 through 7. Numbers 1 and2,canbe
leftinthe curbside bins, asbefore, but numbers 3-
7 mustbe taken tothe Convenience Center(400
Warehouse Road). Forinfo, call482-

» The National Phenology Network is tracking
changes in natural events (e.g., blooming dates,
first sighting of certain animalspecies)thatmay
be caused by global ws You can enlistas a
volunteer “cCitizen scientist” (a data provider) by
visiting
http:/ / www.windows.ucar.edu/ citizens:
science/budburst/index.html. The website
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parts ofthe country.

+ A 30-YearTelico retrospectivesymposium was
recently held at U.T. You can access the webcast
at

+The League of Women Voters’ webeite
is 2 one-stop shop for election-

o including a nationwide poll-
ing place locator, voterregistration tips, impor-
tant dates, andmuch more. [fyoudiickon "Sign
up”youwill receivespecial alers about general
andstate-specific information onall aspects of
the election process.



Doyoulike

The TCWP Newsletter?

Since 1966, the Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning
Newsletter has been providing the best source of
environmental news in the Southeast.

The TCWP Newsletter brings you:
¢ Concise and timely summaries of environmental issues
of importance to Tennessee and the nation
* Information about how you can make your voice heard
in environmental decisions
¢ Listings of events and activities for all ages and interests

Here’s how to get one for yourself --
join TCWP today

Complete the coupon below and mail with a check to Charlie Klabunde, TCWP Treasurer,
219 Ezst Vandelblll QOak Ridge, TN 37830.
TCW bership includes to the and our annual Political
Gulde lnd\vlduzl dues are $25.00, Family $35. www.tcwp.org 865-522-3809

1 (we) would like to join TCWP and receive the Newsletter and Political Guide.

Name,

Address

Phone el

Amount enclosed



