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11. ACTION SUMMARY

INo. \ Issue | Contact " Message!” or Action

TA | CumbcranT uvatve T compce| o Br:\l:nen Comm Fykeq “Thank you for your vision and yout follow.- throught ™

Mountainop-remmal mining | OSM ¢2 places) by Non 23 | Submit bef cumments on Rulcs cfuage and Draft EIS
38 ‘ Rocky Fork | Both TN seniators, Rep Davis “Retain Rocky Fork in LWCF funding package! ™

|
5A | North Shore Road (Smokies) | Sens. Dole, Alexander, etc. | “Help get [ull funding for monetary seitlement?”

|
7B | Attacks on small streams. wetland§ Your US Senators and Rep. | "Co-sponsor Clean Water Restoruiion Act!™

7C | Powerlines in purks, etc. | Your US Senators and Rep. | *Support HR 809, etc. t corect trmnsmission coridors !

BA.G| Energy bill | Your US Senators end Rep. | “Iced BOTH 35 mpg CAFE and 5% rencwable electricity!”

88 | Climatcctiange bils (e.g. 5.2191) Your US Senators and Rep. | “World needs srong global warming bil cnscted very soon!”

SA | TCWP Anaval Mecing ; TCWP | Please uttend and help celebrate Cumberland lnitiative

Senator John Doe ‘The Hon. John Doc Pres. George W. Bush Govemor Phil Bredescn

United States Senute US. House of Representatives  The White House State Capitol

Washington. DC 20510  Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20500 Nashwille, TN 372439872
202-456-1414; Fax 4562461 615-741-2001; Fax 615.532.9711

3 i 0.

Dear Senator Doe Deas Congressman Doe: Dear tr. Presicdent Dear Gov. Bredesen

Sinceely yours, Sincerely yours, Respecatully yours, Respectiully youss,

Sen. Bob Corker Sen. Lamar Alexander: Rep Zach Wamp

P 20222433 FAX 202331264 Ph 202 gi2e

224-4944; FAX: 202-228.3398
govicont

ate govicont c-ma Lefm
637. 4[30 (FAX 087 9886) Local: 865.54542%  (FAX 545-4252) Loxal 565 576-1976
800 Markel St Suite 121, Knoxvilie3 7902 Web: www. house. gov/wamp.

To call s Rep arSenzm,dnal Congnmoml switchboard, 202- 174 sm Tofindout about the stauts of bills, call 202-225-1772
eneral contact info: g /hwww iy arg

Wl!h mm “ Congmss i sow following lhe e fﬂ‘mg, phoning, and other modes of communication

‘There is much contact information in our up-to-date Political Guide. Visit the TCWP web site (hupi/www ewp.org

WHAT IS TCWP?

[TCWP (Tennessee Citizens for Wildemess Planning) is dedicated (o achieving and perpetuating profection of natural
Lands and waters by means of public ownership, legislation, or cooperation of the private sector. While out first focus|
s on the Cumberland and Appalachian regions of East Tennessee, our efforts may extend to the rest of the state and
the nation, TCWP's strength lies in esearching information pertinent to an issue, informing and educating ous
membership and the public, interacting with groups having similar objectives, and working th ough the legislative,
administrative, and judicial branches of government on the federal, state, and local fevels.

TCWP: 130 Tabor Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 37830 esident Jimmy Groton, 8654835799 (1)
Execuive and Membership-Developmen Dicector._Sanda Gose, 365.522.950%, Lanes .col
Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, russelllb@sy Internet: hitp:/ el




1. THE WONDROUS CUMBERLANDS

1A. The Cumberiands Initistive
comes to fruition -~
& HUGE c: rvation victory

On November 8, at an afternoon celebration
(hosted by The Nature Conservancy) in
Knoxville's” World's Fair Park, Governor Phil
Bredesen signed documents that completed the
deal for the largest Tennessee conservation project
since the Great Smoky Mountains NP and the Big
South Fork NRRA were designated. That project,
originally called the Cumberland Initiative, is
protection of 127,000 forested acres on the
northern  Cumberland _ Plateau _ through
parlnersiuy of the State of Tennessee, The Nature

and two
[o'esl investment companies (Lyme Timber Cc
and Conservation ForestryLLC). (For some of the
details, and for the effort involved in achievirg
lhxsgniL see NL272 41, NL273 §3A, NL274 11).

e November 8 ceremony, Scolt Davis,
du’vclor of the Tennessee Chapter of TNC,
reminded usthat the Cumberlands areamong the
most  biologically rich regions of the world
(designated a BioGem by NRDC), “the kind of
place that once lost, we can never get back.” Yet
only two years ago most of the area was on the
verge of being sold by large tumber companies
(e.g., Bowater) for tree fanins or developments.
Forests at the very entrance to Frozen Head State
Parkwere about tobe timbered.

Our Governor, who had the vision to protect
the area, now calls the project “Connecting the
Cumberlands,” because it links the acquired
pmpnlz‘ with lands that were already in public
owners| Indeed, there will now be a
continuous swath of protected lands stretching
from the Emory River through a_greatly enlarged
Frozen Head State Park & Natural Area, the
Sundquist WMA (Wildlife Management Area),
and the Royal Blue WMA to the northeast. This
createsa long natural corridor forwildlifeand will
help protect water uality in the New River and
Emory watersheds. [.andswillbe managed bythe
Tennassee Wildife Resources Agency (TWRA)
and the Sate Parks Division of TDEC.

A mix of conservation methods is used for
different par:els of the newly protected area. Love
Mountain and Bird Mountain, contiguous with
Frozen Head, were aquired in fee and have added
~10,000 acres to the Park and State Natural Area,
almost doubling it in size. On the neighboring
Emory and Brimstone tracts, 42,000 acres in all,
conservation easements have been purchased,

ban developments and will open these
privately-owned foresk to the public, though
permitting  sustainable forestry (and  thus
nwlemng local jobs). On the otherside of Frozen

a 75,000-acre Sundquist WMA had
previously been purchased by the state, but
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without the timber. Timber rights have now been
acquired, permitting sustainable forestry to be
practiced on limited poctions of the area by the
participating  conservation-oriented  forest-
investmentcompanies (seeabove).

The entire project has obligated $135 million,
of which $82 million was appropiated by the state
of Tennessee. The Nature Conservancy is faising

10 million, and the two forest investment

payingthe rest. lands
have been secured, L will be essenial to inrease
staffin DE_in order to
de illegal or inappropriate

of these lands.

C

im Fy|
sinceces! thanks (addresses on p. 2 and in Po-
hhnl Guide), as does The Nature Cm\unlmy
(Scott Davis, TNC, 2021 - 21st Ave.’S.; Suite C-
400, Nashville, TN 37212)

1B.TCWP Annual Meeting will feature
the Cumberlend Initiative
Speakers from ‘The Nature Conservancy and
the State of Tennessee will discuss the Cumber-
land Initiative — what has been accomplished and
what stil needs to be done (19, this NL). Please
be sure to attend, and to bring your friends. This
Initiative is a huge step focward in Tennessee con-
segvation.

1C. Eest Fork Obey:
Opportunities and Chell
IContributed by Sandra Go:

TCWP, in keeping with our policy to provide
a voice for the places that have none, used a grant
from the World Wildlife Fund to hold a meeting
for stakeholders in the East Fork Obey Watershed.
Situated in the western part of the Northern Cum-
berlands, East Fork Obey is one of the longest,
most pristine river gorges in the Eastern United
States.

As has been the case on so much of the Cum-
berland Plateau, recent paper-company land di-
vestitures have enabled developers to buy huge
Tracts of land and sell them for reidential devel
opment. By state law, loi that are smaller than 5
acres must have an approved septic system. To
avoid the sewage percolation problems that the
Plateau’s karst geology presents, most developers
dwndelhurlarge tractsinto S-acrelots.

ay-long meeting was organized for Sep-
Aember 24 in Jamestown. The objectives of this
meeting and of the planned follow-up were to
heighten area residents’ awareness of the devel-
opment threats to the East Fork Obey River water-
shed, and to empower residents with information
that would enable them to interact with the per-
mitling and heensmg agencies concetning water
degradati




The meetng featured, (a) a panel of area
residents who discussed their heritage, (b) presen-
tatons onthehistory ofarea mining activities, the
tesulting water quality damage, and what the
vision of Water Pollution Contol has done and
doing to help the area recover from the damage,
and {(c) a description of state permilting processes
that are designed to monitor and prevent water
quality degradation from developmentaciivities.

TCWP has applied for additional grant sup-
portto continue oureffortsin the area. Nextyear,
we will prepare and send to area newspapers in-
formative articles about the East Fork Obey in or-
der to educate citizens about the high environ-
mental, and ultimately economic, value the river
gorge holds for the region. Additionally, TCWP
will sponsor some informational week-night pro-
grams toechoour messages.

Formore information, orto get involved with
this mult-pronged projct call Feank Hensley at
865-483-0849

1D. A two-state plan to protect wildlife
By every measure, the Cumberland Plateauis
a treasure trove of biological wealth, But numer-
ous species are crit.cally in need of conservation
action. In recent years more than 200 animal spe-
cies have shown noticeable declines as a result of
coal mining, oil & gas drilling, rock harvesting,
timbering, and residential developments. Critical
conservation needs have been identified for at
least 54 animal species and an as yet uncounted
numbero( p]am species.
both the Tennessee Wildlife Re-
sour:es Agency (TWRA) and the Kentucky Dept.
of Fish & Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) completed
State Wildlife Action Plans. T he Alliance for the
Cumberlands (a coalition of over 50 member
ps, originally initated by TCWP in 2001
FNLNZ 91; NIL246 95| and now supparted by the
Nature Conservancy) has coordinated efforts to
merge these two plans across the state line. The
jeint plan suggests immediate action intwo area:
(1) Protect key habitats through public land own-
ership or private conservation easements. (2)
Conduct more intensive studies on the distribu-
tion and abundance of the threatened species and
their habitats.

For more information, contact Katherine
Medlock, Alliance for the Cumberiands, 865546~
5998, www.allianceforthecumberlands.org

2. STOP MOUNTAINTOP-REMOVAL
MINING! YOUR COMMENTS
URGENTLY NEEDED
(Contributed by Pat Mulholland}
As noted in our last newsletter (NL275 %2D),
the Bush Administration is prepating a parting
gift to the coal industry: a new regulation that
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would legalize the dumping of mine spoil into
streams, thus making possible the super-
destructive practice ofmountaintop-removalmin-
ing (MRM). This is not specifically a Tennessee

oblem — in fact West Virginia is the state most

FiMicted with MRM — but aur coal regions in the
Cumberlands, and_particularly in the watershed
of the New River (a major stem of the Big South
Fork) have experienced it and are increasingly
threatened by it.

The Office of Surface Mining (OSM) has is-
sued a draft EIS (published in the Federal Register
of 8/24/07) innocently titied "Excess Spoil Mini-
mization - Stream Buffer Zone Rule” Also on
8/24/07, OSM issued proposed new rules for
“Excess ‘spoil, coal mine waste, and buffers for
waters of the' US" (Federal Registr, pp. 45690
48926). The proposed rule changes are written in
a confusing way, but section 81657 (beginning on
page 48924) effectively eliminates the stream
buffer zone rule. The comment period for the
draft EIS and proposed stream buffer zone rule
change has been extended until Nov. 23, 2007 (see
Action box below). A public hearing on this issue
was held in Knoxville on October 24 and was at-
tended by over 200 people, virtually all in opposi-
tion to this action. More than 80 people gave oral
testimony, including TCWP's Sandra
Patrick Mulholland who presented a summary of
a letter submitted by 36 aquatic scientists from
around the U.S. documenting the serious short-
comings of the Draft EIS. Similar hearings, held
on the samedatein Washington, PA, Charleston,
WV, and Hazard, KY, were all well attended and
dorminated by those in opposition. There have
been numerous articles on this issue and many
editorials against itin newspapers across the east,
including several in the Knoxville New Sentinel

The curtent stream buffer zone rule, first
adopted in 1983 andincreasingly violated, forbids
virtually all mining activities within 100 feet of a
river or stream. Subsequently, loose interpreta-
tion has led to ever more mountaintop removal.
According to the present Draft EIS, 724 miles of
stream were buried under miningwaste between
1985 and 2001. Other estimates put the figure at
1,200 miles. Whatever the correct figure, it will
grow materially if the proposed regulaton goes
into elfec, because the reguiaion would explic

mileso

leysromthe buffer-zonerule.

As described in the last newsletter, the fol-
lowing are some of the problems of the Drat EIS.
« It fails to consider any alternatives that would
enhance stream protection and strengthen the
stream buffer rule (i, apply it more consis-

tently)

« Instead of any concrete prescription, there is
only a vague requirement that applicants dem-
onstrate that they have considered alternat ve
disposal options and minimized excess spoil




generation. Applicants can thus be exempted
from mamtaining streambuffer zones.

+ Onthe basis of this very soft, non-quantitable
requirement, the DEIS concludes, with flawed
reasoning, that there will be less excess spoil. No
dala exist tosupport thisconclusion.

* The DEIS concedes that mountaintop removal
mining has negative effects on headwater
streams and aqualic systems downstream, and
that buffer zones are the best technology cur-
rentlyavailableto minimize these impacts - yet
niakes the amazing assumption that the vague
requirement stated above will actually result in
small net benefits to hydrology, water quality,
and aquatic biota

+ The DEIS’s statements that 100-foot buffer zones
may be unnecessarily wide and that grass buffer
zones may be equally effective are based on er-
roneous readings of outdated literature.

The Clinton Administration started in 1998
to tighten enforcement ofthe stream buffer-zone
rule but time ran out before it couid enact new
regulations. From ils beginning the Bush Ad-
ministration has worked to make regulations
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3. PROTECTING TENNESSEE LANDS
THROUGH PURCHASE

3A.Recent lend acquisitions

» Near Scotts Gulf
About 2,000 acres of forner Bowaler land,
traversed by part of the Caney Fork River and
by a tributary, Gastens Branch, have become
State lands administered by TWRA. Thus,
another part ofthe corridor between Scotts Gulf
and Fall Creek Falls State Park has been
protected. The Scotts Gulf protection effort
began with the 10,000-acre donation from
Bridgestone-Firestone to the State, and other
arcels have followed since.  This latest
acquisition was speatheaded by Friend's of
Scolt’s Gulf, supported by Tennessee Parks and
Greenways Foundation and others. Funding is
75% by the Forest Legacy Program and 25% by
the Tennessee Heritage Concervation Trust
Fund.

* Highlands of Roan

friendlier to the mining industr

former Deputy Secretary of the Interior, J. Ste-
phen Griles, was instrumental in working toward
this tules change. As you may recall, Mr. Griles
was later sentenced to prison fot lying to a Senate
committee over his ties to Jack Abramoffin a ma-
jor corruption scandal.

[ ‘Appatachian Hightand 1
(SAHC) has purchased a significant 432-acre
properyy on Powdermll Creek in the Highlands
of Roan. This property, which was threatened

b p iesona long, p
1hal extends south from 6200 foot Grasey Ridge
and the Pisgah National Forest. The tract con-
tains a widerangeof elevations, from 3,000 ftup
103,200 ft. SAHC will own this property for the
long term, and manage it as a nature preserve.
It is mtegral to the ecological network of the
Highlands of Roan. This major acquisition was
the resull of partnerships among many indi-
vidualsandagencies.
Wolf River land

(tnformation from The Nature Conservancy. TNC]
The Wolf River in West Tennessee Fows
through rich bottomiand hardwood forest that is
a priotity area for the stale wildlife action plan
(NL266 €3B). A 722-acretract surroundingboth
riverbanks, formerly a private hunting ground
(about 30 miles east of Memphis), is now instate
ownership, having_been acquired through a
partnership of the TWRA, the Tennessee Fleri-
tage Conservation Trust Fund, the Wolf River
Conservancy, and TNC. The protected habitat is
crudalfor waterfowl, migratorysongbirds, river
otter, turtles, alligators, and many types of fish.
The area will be open to the public for hiking,
canoeing, fishing, and hunting.

3B.Rocky Fork needs funds

from '08 LWCF
{Information from The Southern Appalachian
Highland Conservancy |
he good news, reported in our last
Newsletter (N1.275 92B), was that a sales



agreement had been signed for 10,000 acres ix the
outstanding Rocky Fork property, the largest
unprotected tract in the southemn Appalachian
Mountains. Located along the Appatachian Trail
corridor, it connects to the Pisgah and Cherokee
National Forests (including more than 22,000 acres.
of wilderness and potential wilderness) and to
State of Tennessee lands. Thebadnewsis thatthe
conservation partners may not be able to close on
thedealif the anticipated funds failto mateialize.
Among these is a $3.1 million FY ‘08 appro-
pnahcn from the Land & Water Conservation
at Sen. Aiexander managed to get intothe
con[erence on the Interior Appropriations Bill.
Unfortunately, Pres. Bush has threatened to veto
this bill if it exceeds his bndﬁel request, and the
<onference committee is therelore stripping away
Projects 10 avoid a veto of the whole bill.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Ask Senators Alexander
and Corker, your US representative, and Rep. -
Dnvld Duvia (a0 . 2 o irge the neroe

Rocky Sy Pork mthe LWCE fanding pﬂ:kage

4. OTHER TENNESSEE NEWS

4A. A dangerous sttack
on Tenness. water quality

Earlier this year, a very dangerous bill came
before the General Assembly. SB.1253/HB.0865,
sponsored by Sen. Burchett and Rep. Harrison,
would exclude “narrow run-off ditches that are
dry a majority of the year” (in other words, in-
termittent streams) from the definition of “wa-
ters” for purposes of the Water Quality Control
Act (TCA Sec. 69-3-103). There was much public
reaction (TCWP and individual members work
hard to defeat this dangerous bill 73 138),
pointing out to legislators that polluliun dumped
Into such “dty ditches” wil find its way into the
river the next time it rains. As a resul, Amend-
ment 1-0 was added to the Senate bill, creating a
joint study committee to hold hearings and tore-
portits tecommendations to the respective Senate
and House committeesby Feb. 1, 200

Well ... no hearings wete held all summer,
and late in September, TCV (Tennessee Conserva-
tion Voters) learned that therewould be NO offi-
cial Study Committee formed to look at SB.1253.

is is due to the fact that, while the Senate
passed the bill with an amendment that created
the study commitee (see above), the House ult-
mately deferred the issue to summer study with-
outformalpassage ofthe bill.

Hearings by the Senate Environment, Con-
servation and Tourism Conmiittee are now
scheduled for November 13, 2007 -- after this
Newsletter goes to press. What s at issue is that,
if this bill is passed, the state would no longer
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have the authority to regulale poliution of our
waterways. The wet-weather conveyances that
the bill would exempt from our Clean Water law
provide the headwaters of our streams. What
happens to them affects our entire water supply.
Unfortunately, this backward stephas lotsof
support from business organizations, land devel-
opers, and largefarm groups, severalof whichare
scheduled to speak at the hearings. A number of
environmental groups will also be represented.
The Tennessee Department of Environment and
Conservation strongly opposes the bill.

TCV Issues Leglsistive Scorecard

Tennessee Conservation Voters (ICV) has
published its annuai Legislative Scorecard on ke
environmental legislation_considered during_the
2007 session of the 105 General Assembly. This
year's Scorecard is the fifth. TCV, the non-partisan
political arm of the Tennessee environmental
movement, has 17 member organizations
(including TCWD) that are dedicated o the pres-
ervation of the state’s natural resources through
effective legislative and administrative advocacy.
“TCV  focuses its tesources on  making
envronmental protection a top priority for
Tennessee’s elected officials, political candidates,
and voters,” states the Scorecard, which provides a
conciseway to understand each legislator’s voting
record.

Because, in the Tennessee legislature, most
bills never someup for a floor vote, the scorecard
evaluates legislators’ performance by giving posi-
tive and negative credit for (a) floor voles (if any),
(b) committee votes, and (c) bill sponsorship. This
year's top-ranked Senators are Rosalind Kurita,
Beverly Marrero, Raymond Finney, and Doug
Jackson. The top-ranked Representativesare Mike
McDonald, Mike Turner, Brenda Gilinore, Frank
Buck, and Caty Moore. To see atlthe scores and
read about the issues on which legislators were
mled, vty the TCV web site ar

v
We plan o drtibute the ‘printed scorecard to
our members by enclosing it with NL277.

Summit for @ Sustalnable T.
see

Two state- W|de, issue-wide environmental
organizations, TCV (Tennesse Conservtion Volers)
and TEC (Tennessee Environmental Council) have
jointly organized a conference to be held
November 15 and 16 in Nashville. Sandra Coss,
TCWP 'sexecutive director, will attend.

Participants were asked to fill out a pre-
conference survey on the confetence web site
http:, www.sustainabletn.org. Data from this
survey are distributed to three Working Groups
(Heaithy Communities, Natural Infrastructure,




and Clean Energy), each of which will develop a
draft Couservation Agenda and Action Plan.
During the two-day summit, these drafts will be
refined and approved. In the words of the
organizers, “the Summit aims to produce a more
integrated approach for focusing on and

ressing [Tennessee’s] most pressing issues.
Rather than dnphcallng efforts and competing for
limited resources, the vision of the Summit is to
launch an effort workingtoward a shared agenda
to better position our organizutions, share
expertise, replicate successful models, and pool
resources, thus having a greaterimpact .

4D. 81l Russell River Nero Award

ctober 26, the fourth annual Bill Russel!
River Hero Award was presented to the memoty
of Wilma Dykeman. The French Broad was the first
of her more than 16 books. Many of her writings,
which included numerous newspaper columns,
celebratedand championed tivers and the natural
environment, and how it enriched the human
environment, _ Sen. Alexander, who, when
overnor of Tennessee, had appointed Ms.
keman State Historian, presented the award
posthumously to Ms. Dykeman's son, Jim Stckely.
The Bill Russell River Hero Awrd is an
activity of the Tennessee Clean Water Network.
Earlier awards have gone to Prof. David Etnier (of
snail-darter fame), Chester McConnell (who has
fought channelization in West Tennessed, and
TCWP's own Frank Hensle . Numerous TCWP
members (including three Board members)
attended the October 26 ceremony, and Lee

Russeli made the Opening Remarks.

S. SMOKIES -- NORTH SHORE ROAD,

mostly

SA. North Shore R
the Final EIS Is published

[Based on a sumnary by Ted Snyder]

The long-awaited Final Environmental Im-
pact Statement (FEIS) for the North Shore Road
was published in the Federal Register of October 2
(it may be found on the NPS website at

: rthshor Linfo/ or in several
libraries aqoss the state, including Knoxville's
Lawson-McGee Library). The FEIS concludes that
the NPS Preferred Alternative “is the Monetary
Settlement Alternative, The Monetary Settlement
Alternative would insure that resources of
GSMNP and the Appalachian Trail would be un-
impaired for the enjoyment of future generations.
1t would fulfill the project goals and objectives in-
cluding the protection of natural, cultural, and rec-
reational resources. The Monetary Settlement Al-
ternative has been recommended by Swain

= !ﬂl_ymn’snhmdewkgp nthSlm!& =
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County and supparted by thestae of North Caro-
lina tosatisfy the 1943 Agreement.”

e cost estimate for the “full build” is sub-
stantially higher in the FE[S than it was in the
Draft (DEIS): more than $729 million versus $590
milion,

Impacts of the “build” alternatives (“partial-
i D) o vacious fomtara s
resources were analyzed, including visitor experi-
ence, geology and soils, foodplains, wetands,
heavy metals, aquatic ecology, vegefation com.
munities tercestral wildlife, nigeatory bieds, acs-
thetic & visual resources. In ever one of these
analy ses, the impacts were found to be adverse
and either permanent or long-term. Indirect as
well as direct impacts were identified in some of
the areas.

The FEIS has major implications for Wilder-
ness designation in the Park. Statting in 1966, a
number of Wilderness recommendations have
been made by NPS, butall have run afoul of the
North Shore Road issue and the 1943 Agreement.
NNPS now concludes that “any futare consideration
of wilderness designaion should nol take place
until the North Shore Road issue s resolved.
However, the Park curretly manages all of the
proposed area in accordance with NPS wildemess

ciesto preservethe characteristics Ihilmiken
eligible as a designated wilderness.” A new wil-
derness suitability assessment and proposal will
be required. The North Shore Road study area,
along with a larger portions of Park land contigu-
ous to that study area, constitute “one ofthelarg-
est land tracts in the eastern United States that is
not impacted b or easily accessible from modem
roads.”

The North Shore Road controversy will not
be over until Bryson City and Swain County are
assured of their pay ment (NL275 §3A4). We must
now focus on getting the Congress to complete the
payments fo the Monetary Settlement in order to

inalize the resolution of this controversy. The Ac-
tion Box fromthe ast NL still applies.

dress below) and to Sen. Alex';‘nder (&ddrs: 5
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SB. Smokles capsulas *Susan Williams i the chief author of TVA's

new Land Policy (NL271 {4A). Her term on the

* Elkmont TVA Board has expired, but, to date, she has not
The Park Secvice preferced Alkernative C of the been replaced and isstayingon.

Draft €IS, while TCWP supported Alternative A
(NL266 94C; NL270 45C). Cuerently, NPS is
working on a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the state Historical Preservation
Office, after whicha FEIS canbe generated. S0, it's

NATIONAL ISSUES

going tobea while. TA.Mejor wlldan-n b

* Cades Cove for Virginia s House
Planning has essentially come to a standstill On Ottober 23, |he House passed HR.1011,
because of lack of funding for this project. There The Virginia Ridge and Valley Act, which will
is a vague possibility that public meetings will be permanently protect 55,000 acres of public land
held in March in Virginia's Jefferson National Forest -- 43,000

acres as Wilderness or Wilderness Study areas,
and nearly 12,000 acresas National Scenic Area.
This bill_was_introduced by Representatives
Boucher, Tom Davis, Wolf, Scott, Moran, and the

6. TVA CONSIDERING TCWP

COMMENTS ON WATTS BAR PLAN late Jo Ann Davis
[Based ona contribution by Sandra Goss} The bill still needs to pass the Senate, where
. y § it is sponsored by both of Virginia's senators
As we noted in our analysis of TVA's Draft John Warner (R) and Jim Webb (D). Supporters
EIS for the Watts Bar Land Management Plan are optimistic, since House passage was consid-
(NL275 §4A), most of the difference between Al- ered the greater hurdle

ternatives B and C resided in the area ofthe for-
mer Clinch River Breeder Reactor site on the Oak

Ridge Reservation. Around that site, -881 acres 7B. Need Clean Water Restoration Act

were allocated to Zone 4 (“Naturai Resource to protect upstream waters
Conservation”) in Altemative C, but to Zone 5 [Based ona comununication
(“Industrial”) in B, from American Rivers]

TCWP Board member Frank Hensley and Attacks on small, “upstream” waters are oc-
Executive Director Sandra K. Coss worked hard curring on numMerous fronts these days. They
to describe the benefits of an aid gumated ap- form 3 common theme to other articles in this

roach to these zoning ailocations (detailed in the Newsletter: the dangerous state bill on “wet-
insert to NL275). Amongtheir efforss were.a visit weather conveyances” (§4A); the proposed
with TVA personnel who are working on the changes in the Stream Buffer Zone rule (§2), and

an and. letters to high rankmg TVA oflmals theharmful interpretations of conlusing Supeme
Subsequently, TCWP received a reply Court decisions (thisarticle). )
Senior Vice President Bridgette Eilis (om:e of Recent splintered and conf sing Supreme
Environment and Research). She reported that Court rulings (Rapanos and Carabell) are being
TVA Director Susan Wiliams (to whom we had used by developers andpolluters as an excuse to
sent a detailed comment)” and staff had toured roll back Clean Water Act safeguards for our
the site “in order to be fully apprised of your rec- small streams and wetlands. Lower courk and
ommendations as well as those of others.” Our government agencies are beginning to msinter-
suggestions will be considered as TVA prepares pret the Supreme Court ruling and are stripping
the Final EIS. safeguards from small streams. The streams that

It is increasingly dlear that the environ- area risk from recent Court decisions {namely,

mental/ conservanon community must use every the upstream waters of our watersheds) are es-
avenue to inform key people of it positions. sential in providing drinking water supplies for
TCWP's visit with TVA staff, as well as our extra more than 110 million Americans.

letters, helped get our views across 1o the deci-
sion makers. This is impa tant because our
posed allocation for the Breeder Reactor Site
makes proper use of the already disturbed por-
tion of the site, as well as providing environmen-
tally sound buffers to existing wildlife habitat.
The Final Ef5 s scheduled o be released
next month. Look for a follow-up article in our

WHAT YOU CAN DO: nge your senators and

the Clean Water Res«umuon Acr of 2007. Tl'us
tegislation restores Clean Water Act protections

streams and wetlands that had been mﬂ
" for over 30 years until recent Supreme Court de-
cisions muddied the issue.

Januaty TCWP newsletter.



7C. Mejor powertines could be eny-
here - even
(Information fram an artideby Rep Maurice
Hinchey in National Parke Fall'07)

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 directs the
Department of Energy (DOE) to study electricity
transnussion and to designate National Interest
ElectricTransmussion Corridors. In Aprilof this
year, DOE proposed two draft National Corri-
dors, (the Mid-Atlantic andthe Southwest). Once
a National Corridoris approved, the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is able to
overrule states and can allowthe construction of
powerlines in locations where states would con-
sider them inappropriate, e.g., in national parks
and other protected areas. More than 39unitsof
the National Park System are currently at risk.
The Apralad\un Trail is contain ed in a proposed
national corridor area in northern Virginia, which
would directly damage 13 miles of the Trail, to
say nothing of 70,000 acres of scenuc landscape
vlslble from the Trail.

e DOE has taken the position that a
NEPA veview is oot necessary be ause the pro-
jects do not constitute a “major federal actio
DOE, further, has the power of eminent domain
to acquire properties for the corridors.
ition to their direct and visual im-
pacts, the new transmission lines are likely to
perpetuate the lives of existing power plants.
Most of these are dirty coal-fired plants that
should be phased out instead d being hooked
into new grids.

WHAT YOU CAN DQ: Urge yous kﬁahlwﬂb

-uppmmsoa,mm,m

- “’“’E..mm
ignation of na ml for power

transmissi

8. ENERGY LEGISLATION
and GLOBAL WARMING

8A. Finel snergy blll Is on Its we,

In our last Newsletter, we summarized the
good features of the different Senate and House
energy bills and pointed out that these needed to
be combined: each bill lacks the best features of
the other (NLZ75 §6A). Congress now appears to
be in the finalization stage for a bill, so the time
has come to makeour voices heard — especially

since automakers, utilities, and coal companies
avelostno time lobbyingenergetically to undo
the good features ofeach piece of legislation.

The bill passed) une 21 by the Senate (NL274
9BA), raised the corporate average fuel economy
(CAFE) standard to 35 mile p er gallon by 2020
(Senators Alexander and Carker voted for the

mﬁvfxma on p.2). Tell thm how very tmpw—

NL276, 11/11/07
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b, This re uirementcouldsaveas much gasas
we now import from the Persian Gulf, signifi-
cantly reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, and
save consumers $24 billion nationally (according
to the Union of Con erned Scientists, UCS).
When the House passed ils version of the Energ;
Bill in August, it did ot raise the CAFE Siandard,
butit included a re_uirement for utilities topro-
duce at least 15% ofth éirelectricity from a com-
bination of energy efficiency and clean, renew-
able sources (such as the wind and sun) by the
year 2020. This very important provision --
which (by UCS calculations) would save US.
consumersbetween $13billionand $18 billion in
energy costs, create jobs, and bring about major
savings in greenhouse-gas emissions — reg retta-
bly faied o be included in the Senate bitl. Obvi-
ously, thegood features ofeachbillmust bepro-
fected inthe fmal legislation.

'WHAT YOU CAN DO: Lose no time in contact-

t it is to pass a bill tha contains BOTH strang -
el ccanory provisions (CAFE standards ofat
Least 35 mpg) and a renewable electricity stan- -
dard (at least 15% to be derived from renew-
ables). il save bilons in consumer costs, -
ey jobs,and sgniicntly red

ol-ﬂu

gy bill, u e best scenario for
passage  BAT above), will ehieve ‘o
quarter of the reductions necessary to put the
country on a path that stabilizes greenhouse-gas
concentrations in the atmosphere (NL275 16A).
We also need comprehensive climate-change leg-
islation to clurt it long-tenm path. Scientists have
calculated (see A.L. Luers in Cakalyst, Fall 2007)
that the USA must reduce its greenhouse-gas
emissions at leust 80% below 2000 levels by 2050
in order to avoid truly catastrophic temperature
ries (namely g reaue ihan 2C = 347F above pre-
industrial levels). (Note: the calculations assume
that developing nations pursue the most aggres-
sive reductions that can reasonably be expected
of them, and that their share of the allowable
emissions budget for the 20002050 period is

Climate-change re

OF7 bills thathave sofar bee nintroduced in
either House, only two meet the above target.
Last week, one of the S others, America’s Climate
Security Act (5.2191), sponsored by Senators Lie-
berman (-CT) and Warner (R-VA), was passed
by a key Senate subcommittee with bipartisan
support. The bill would cap and cut America’s
global warming poilutions. It could be votedon
by the full Senate Environment & Public Works
Committeebefore Thanksgiving. n the House,
two bills were introduced some time ago, includ-
ing Waxman’s stringent HR159. Currently




Reps. John Dingell (D-MI) and RickBoucher (D-
VA)are working on a billto bringbefore theEn-
ergy and Commerce Committee, which Dingell

aus.

While the Lieberman-Warner bill may be the
be t we can expect from this e sionof Congress
(and therefore deserves our support), it may be
insufficient to meet the needed target. Forone
thing, greenhouse gas emissions would be ce.
duced to only 63% (instead of the minimum of
80%)over their2005 (instead of the 2000) levels.
Furthermore, the bill uses the “cap-and-trade”
approach, instead o a carbon “tax.” ie., e
on the carbon content of various fuels (NL275
96B). Thecap-and-tradesystem creates a carbon-
trading market that, according to many econo-
mists, provides _irresistible opportunities for
cheating and profiteering bydlever polluters and
traders (Los Angeles Times, October 25). Tax is a
diety word in Americanpolitics, andat this time
it s probably unvealstic tohopefor ane. Ever-
tually, the pul come to ealize that a car-
bo tax, (which 5 really a use fee), by caubing en-
ergy prices to rise (current prices totally fail to
pay for damages inflicted by fossil fuels), would
curb consumption and provide a powerful incen-
tive(plus funding) to investin alternatives. Part
of the revenue from such a “tax” could also be
used to subsidize the higherenergy cost forlow-

incomeAmericans.

"MJM' 0 ,Hhs‘
ill to the floor in {ouses
for floor

least to one

ear). Support 5.2191 or a stron
st set a hard cap on all alfmsol
pollut concrete

ble for their reduction. g

8C. When warming becomes Its own
cause: dastabllizing feedbacks
[tnforin ation fromProf.T. Homer-Dixon,
NYTimes, 10/3/07]

The very grim prospects for global warming
could become very much grim mer as 3 result of
feedbacksthat create vigous cycles. Already, we
are seeing a faster-than-predicted loss of Arctic
ice because not all possible feedbacks have been
lu‘lly figured into climate modeling. Here are just
afew.

o The ice-albedo feedback.

n water has much lower reflectivity (al-
bedo) than ice; it absorbs 80% more solar radia-
tion thansea icedoes. Thus,thesun warms the
ocean.causingeven moreiceto melt.

o The warm-water feedback
Asthesun warms the ocean, thewater absorbs
5 CO,, because(a) solubilitydecrease with
rising temperature, and(b)muxing between

NL 276, 11/11/07
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deepand surface wareris reduced,adversely
impacting plankton thatabsorbsCO,

The permatrost feedback

As the permafro t melts, organic matter begins
to rot, releasing CO, and methane (whichhas
an even greater greenhouse effect than COy).

o0 The fire feedback.

8

waysof
large peat bogsbecomedesl:caled,msecunfs-
tations killforests;droughts create dead u
derbrush. Resultingwild brescan emit huge
quantities of CO, intothe atmosphere.

And what's the conclusion? We need a much
more aggressive global response to climate
change. Even those proposals that many of our
go ians consider 100 stringent now are proba-

ly not aggressive enough. Think about it - and
do something about it!

8D. And what can YOU do about It all?

Exert your political muscle to do all we can
doat the present time - even ifit isn'tyet all we
shouiddo (4SA and 58, above).

On the pecsanal front, take the good advice
that now comes frommultiple sources aboutcon-
serving energy and switching 1o alternative en-
ergysourc

Switching light bulbs, driving a hybrid, etc.
aregreat ideas. But, bove all (as Thomas Fried-
man said, NY Times, 10/21), choose the right

leaders - VOTE SMART!

State actions vs. federal Inaction

e C: 1 ex ceives judic
[Int NY Times, 9/13/07]

About 4O o oo greenhouse-gas
emis ions come from cars and trucks. In 2002,
California adopted the first state law rcqmrlng

tocut

emissions. Vermont was among 14 other states
thatfollowed suit. Subsequently, theauto manu-
facturers sued to biock the laws inCaliformiaand
Vermont. On September 12, a federal court in
Vermont, under ﬁldge William K.
jected the industry case, and while this ruling
deals only with Vermont, it explicitly endorses
the idea that Califorrua has the right, under the
federal Clean Air Act, o set its own greenhonse-

4 regulations, as have the other states that have
followed California's lead.

The aufomakers had claimed that compli-
ance with the lawwas not feasible, that it would
lirut consumer choice, create economic hardship
for the industry, cause significant job loss, and
undermine safety. Sessions ruled that the
automakers had not proved their claums. In ques-
tionmg their pessimism, he wrote: “It is improb-
able thatan industry thatprides itself on itsmod-
emnity, flexibility and innovativeness willbe wn-
able to meet the requirement of the regulaon,




8F.

especially with the range of technological possi-
bilities and altern atives currently before it.

The California standards now require a
waiverfrom the EPA. California made the re-
quest for this warver in December 2005. The
Bush Administeation’s EPA has claimed that CO,
is nnl a pallmam and that the agency therefore

ot have the authority fo regulate it. In
et e yeat, the U.S. S upreme Court ruled
against this position, but EPA has still not taken
any action. The atomake s are undoub tedly ex
erting their pressure on EPA, since none of the
state laws will take effect unless a waiver is
grarted.

Florida will take major actions
[tnformationfromEnvironmental Defense’s
/07

Florida is highly vulnerable to the effects of
global warming.~ To start with, a I.meter sea
level rise would inundate not only the Ever-
ghades, but most of the highly populated parts of

e state. InJuly, Florida'snew governor, Charlie
Crist, citing some of these vulnerabilities, signed
a number of executive orders that aim to bring
about an 80% reduction in state greenhouse-gas
emissions below 1930 levels by 2050 (cf. 98B,
above). Not only will Florida adopt California’s
auto-emission rules (see above, this article), it wl.ll
also greatly reduce carbonemu ssions from power
plants and use more renewableenergy.

While st the_fe t

Al the June meeting of the G8 nations, cli-
mate change was one of the chief subjects for dis-
cussion. But not for the USA, which reacted
negatively to every substantive item in thedraft
proposal. The Bush Admunistration has, instead,
set up a series of meetings with 14 other major
nations for “aspirational talks” to set (by theend
of 2008) “a long-term global goal” of reducing
greenhouse gases. In Seplemben at the first of
Il meeting, Pres. Bush again refused to accept
the necessity of obligatory targets - a position that
makes it much easier for China and other big CO,
generators to refuse toact.

Can coasl power be made ci
linformationfrom Environmental Defense Sofitios
of August, andthe NYTimes of7/6/07]

To start with, you can’t get the fuel out of
the ground without seriously harming the envi-
ronment and/or risking human lives. The USA is
planning to build more than 150 new coal-fired
Enwev plants in the next few years If all were to

e built, they would increase CO, pollutio n fram
electricity production by more than 2% above
2004 levels, a 10% increase in total U.S. CO, emis-
sions (see
www.sierraclub.org/ coal/ dirtytruth/ report).
But the industty keeps holding out the hope of
sequestering emissions in the ground (in oid
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ine, aquifes, gologic fault), In cecentca -
toon by Toles in the Wasliington Post, the question
box asks: s there any method of carbon seques-
tration that we actualfy know would work?* The
answer“Leave itin the ground.”

But the coal industry wants to promote even
greater coal use than that required for 150 new
power plants; they are promoting the idea of lig-
uefied ceal asan “alternative fuel” thatcould re-
ple gasoline in automobis and become a jt
uel for planes. The coal-to-liquid (CTL) technol-
ogy was employed by Nazi Germany when it
was cut off from oil supplies duting WW2. The
problems: (2) CTL production generates green-
house gases, and (b) the liquid, when fueling a
vehicle, generates twice the quantity of heat-
trapping emissions as does gasaline. Even under
the best scenario (one that has o assume as yet
unproven technologies at every step), the emus-
sions would still exceed those of gasoline.

80. Our continuing look et biotuels

[Based on informationfrom
Sierra, Sept./Oct. 2007

Q: What's the common denomunator of the
vario us types of biofuels? A: They cecycle car-
bon from luing biomass instead of from organ-
isms that lived in prehistoric times (and turned
into coal or petroleum). The Sept/Oct. issue of
Serra bas a very informative large table that asks
8qu estions about each of 7 fuels. They include
ethanol made from one of three sources: corn,
sugarcane, or cellulose (from switchgrass, slash,
oragricultural byproducts); biodiesel made from
one of three sources; and conventional gasoline
and diesel for comparison.

Here are a few answers (abbreviated) for
twoof the fuels: corn ethanol and cellulosic etha-

L

nol
* What's good about it? Corn etharol: hom
grown, promotes energy independence, polur
Glly popular, some infrastructure already
place. Callulosic: Major greenhouse-gas redue.
tions; plus, some grasses actually remove CO,
from the atmosphere and store it in roots and
surrounding ground. Switchgrass is a peren
nial thatcan thrive 20+ years without replant-
ing (Also, see T8H, beiow)

What's bad about it? Corn ethunol: corn pro-
duction can degrade s 0il and requires ntensive
fedilization. Cellulosic: Wide-scale utilization
could displace native plants and wildlife habi-
fat

How much land would it take (to replace 5% of
U.S. gas consumption)? Cora ethanol: 117 mil-
Jion acres (s2¢ of OR and 1D combined). Cll.
losic: I switchgrass, 35 million acres (size of
NY); if loggung stash, 39 millionacres (size of
NV +CT).

How much would it reduce global warming (%
of greenhouse gases compared with petro-
leum)? Corn ethanol: depends on how the mill



producing itis fueled. ((by biomass, 54%; ifby
coal, there is a 4% increase; average reduction
is about15%. Celludosic: 80.9% reduction.

Our thoughts on the above: Cellulosicetha-
nol clearly has the ed ge over corn ethanol. But
for both zluluels there are several problems to

onder, and many fronts on which we need fo
e vigilant. Energy independence, a good abjec-
tive, does not necessar ly equate to greenhouse-
gas reduction.

Biofuel production gobbles land (note that

the above estimates are fora mere S% reduction
in US. gas consumption). 1f forests arecleared to
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tilizers than do othercrops. TheHypoxiaAdvi-
sory Panel encourages shifting ethanol subsidies
from corn to switchgrass or other perennial cel-
Iulosicbiocrops. Thiswouldlower nrogenand

osphorus cunoff by as much of 50%.  (Infor-
mation from Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Reported, Sept.2007)

9A.

9. TCWP NEWS

TCWP Annual Meeting to celebrate
Initiative

produce biofuels, this counters our
gas reduction goals, because forestsaremajor ab-
Sorbers of atmospheric CO,. I biofuel crops re-
place food crops food prices willris and some
people will g0 hungyy. |f the~<40 million acres of

S. farmland currently e andes the Cor.
vation Reserve Program are used to grow corn
for ethanol production, this will undo some of the
objectives of the Program, whichinclude increas-
ing wildlife habitat and improvi ng water quality.
This would not necessanly bethe case if switch-
grass, orwoody crops are grown.

Fuel-economy standards can go a long ways
toward achieving global-warming goals. Thus, a
mere 3% increase in such standards would save
more gas than theentire 2006 production ofcorn
ethanol. It would do us little good o replace our
present gas guzzlers with an equal or larger
numberof biofuel guzzlers.

“WHAT YOU CAN DO: B?\ne tosupport the
g 35 mpg standard in the Energy Bill (see

BA, this. Andbeawueohhepﬂablepll-
_ falls as you support biofuels production. -

8H.Capaules

e According to the Global Carbon Project, tropical

tation annually celeases almost 1.5 billion

tons of CO, into the atmosphere, accounting for

about1/50f the world's carbon emissions. 1£it

continues unchecked, itwilladd8? billyon - 130

billion tons of CO, by 2100. This exceeds the

amount released by 13 years of global fossil fuel
combustion.

= Theincidence of hypoxia-induced s
fah.and shrimp in 2 6000»squire mile area of

tise in comn- based elhﬂnol production. Tru

finding of the Hyposia Panel of EPA's Science
Advisoy Board, chaiced by Viginia Bule, Cor-
porate_Eellow NL’s Environmental Sci-
Frcee Divison. Oms of the major causes of the
hypoxia zane is nutrient runoff brought in by
the Mississippi River, which drains &1% of the
US. land area. With heavy incentives, more
farmland is now being used to grow corn for
ethanol production, and com requires more fer-

OurAnnual Meeting, tobe held in Wartburg.
on December 1, is celebrating the success of the
Cumberland Imni e ({1, this NL). This Initia-
tive, the most si nt state-directed conserva-
ion action i decades, will create conservation
benefits on 127,000 acres in four Tennessee coun-
ties. JOIN IN THE MEETING AND HELP US M
ITA CROWD!

We will meet in Wartburg, close to the newly
protected lands, beginning at 9:30 am. (Eastem
Time) with coffee and registration. Starting at 10

m., we wi hear from our two distinguished
speakers: (1) Scott Davis, executive director of the
Tennessee Chapter of The Nature Conservancy,
which has been an essential partner in the [
tive, and (2) Marie Stringer Yeagel, executive di-
rector of the Heritage Canservation Trust Fun
who wasa key state liaison in the effort to pass the
acquisition-appropriation for theinitiative.

After lunch (lunch will be included in the
regstration fee) and a short business session (in-
cluding electionofa Board for2008),there will be
a choice of several hikes in Frozen Head State Park
& Natural Area. Put thedatein yourcalendar to-
day and look for more details tocome ina special

g THIS IS ONE MEETING YOU SHOULO
NOTMIsSI Feel free tobring friends.

Upcoming activities
[For additionalinformatiorton anyo fthe listed
events,conkict Sindraat 865-523-3809, orat
sandr@sandrakgoss.cont

Cedar Barren work day — Saturday, Nov. 17
[Contributed by Tim Bigelow]

Once common in east Tennessee, the cedar-
barren habitat and the prairie plani it suEpoﬂs
have become rare. The Oak Ridge Cedar Barren
willbe thesiteof exotic invasive plant removal on
November 17. Located next to jefferson Middle
School in Oak Ridge, this rare barren was saved
from development in 1968 through eflorts spear-
headed by TCWP, and was subsequently regis-
tered as a Tennessee Natural Area. [ts mainte-
fa nce is a joint project of the City of Oak Ridge,
Stale Natural Areas Division, and TC WP.



One of a few cedar barreus in East Tennessee,
the area is subject to invasin by Chinese
lespedeza, teathe T laf viburmum, Chinese privet,
autumn olive, mimsa, Nepal grass, multiflora
rose, and woody plants that threaten the system's
prairie vegetation.

lunteers should arrivein the Jefferson Jun-
ior High Parking lot at 9:00, with sturdy shoes,
loppers, gloves, and water. Our efforts will elimi-
nate shade producing plants, benefiting the prairie
vegetation, which needssun.
Re Monday, Nov. 26

joi Tennessee Parks ~and

Greenways Foundation (TPGF) to sponsor a tecep-
tion to honor TCWP member Tom Berg for his
vety generous gift ofa conservation easement pro-
tecting 133 acres on a Clear Fork River tributary
near Big South Fork.

The reception is scheduled for November 26
from 7:00-900 p.m. at the Ok Ridge Unitarian
Church (Social Hall), 1500 Oak Ridge Turnpike.
Please jo'n us to celebrate Tom’ s wonderful gift
thatprotectsthisland in perpetuit

“sExecutive Dueclanalhleen Williams
and TCWP's Executive DirectorSandra Goss will
talk about Tom Berg's gift and about recent land
conservation successes in Tennessee, including
TPGF's acquisition of the Head of the Sequatchie
Spring and Devilstep Hollow Cavt

To accept this invitation, ctnl:(lTPCF:télS
386-3171, or Bizofficetpgf@earthlink net.

TCWP Annual Meeting celebrates Cumberland

Initiative - Saturday, December 1, Wartburg
See{9A,above

TCWP Holiday - er 13

(Contributedby Sandra Goss)
Save thedatefor what has become one of the
most enjoyable holiday events of the year. Bill Al-
jenny Freeman, long-time TCWP members
and well-know community and environmental ac-
tivists, are hosting the party at their home at 371
East Drive.
All members and friends are welcome to
e. Special invitations will be sent 1o elected of-
fials ahd administrative friends. The hours are
7:00—9:30. Please bring an hors-d'oeuvee or des-
Sert to share. Beverages willbeprovided.

e - Sature Jan. 1.
|Contributed by HalSmith]

TCWP is organizing a one-day trip to takein
some of the lectures, workshops, and seminars by
many outdoor experts willing to share their
knowledge. Subjects and events include hiking,
history, animal life, folklore, nature, and apprecia-
tion of thebeauty of the Great Smoky Mountais.
Allof these activities are free.

A day at Wilderness Wildlife Week - Saturday
Pi 2008
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Eventsare centered atthe MusicRoad Hotel
and Convention Center the week of Jan. 12-18.
One of the lectures on Saturd ay morning (1 1:15-
12:15) will be “Biodiversity of Tennessee’s C um-
berland Plateau” by Michael Hodge, a subjectthat
TCWP and other organizations are actively en-
gaged in.

We plan to forn a carpool at the NOAA
Building, 46 South Illinois Ave., and leave about
830 AM in plenty of tmeto register (no charge),
and look around before he Biodiversty lecture.

u m 65-

e e el Comathas S A8 731

inOak Ridge. For those wishing to stay over for

acivities late on Saturde andJor Sunday the mo-
y reasonable at t

1 Januan
[Cnnlnbnled by SandraGoss|
Mark your2008 calendar nowfor theseaddi-
tionalactivities.
~-January 26 —Whites CreekSW A workday
-- February 23—Alley Ford hike and workday

-~ April 12— Garlic Mustard Pull on the Wild-
flowerGreenway

9C. Finances: Community Shares

TCWP is a member of Community Shares
(CS), which is currently conducting its Fall 2007
workplace compaign. I y our warkplace is par-
ticipating in CS, please des ignate your contribu-
tion %o TCWP. During last year's (Fall 2006)
workplace campaign, significant sumswere des-
ignated to TCWP, which will be added to the
regularproportional share we receive from CS.

9D. Special mentions of membars
Vigginia Dale, Corporate Fellow in ORNL's
Envifonmentsl Scicnces Division, is sharing in the
Nobel Peace Prize for efforts to raise awarenessof
global warming. The Prize was awarded joinlly to
Vice President Al Gore and the U.N.'s Intergov-
crnmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

s 4 reports, the IPCC has received input from
more than?, 500 researchersfrom aver 13 naions.
The IPCC share of the Peace prize is being
awarded to lead authors of sections of these re-
ports. Six of these lead authors, including Vir-
ginia, work at the Oak Ridge National Lab.” (For
another mention of Virgnia, see §8H, this NL.)

Ray Payne {(long-time activist for wilder-
ness), along with anothervolunteer, was awarded
the National Park Service Secretarial Award for
his work writing permis for, and offering safety
and planning tips to, backpackers and hikers at
NPS's Sugarlands permit office.




10. CALENDAR; RESOURCES

DEADLINE AND EVENTS CALENDA|
(Fordetails,checkthe referenced NLitem;or
contact Sandra K. Goss, 865.522-3809, san-
o

* Nov. 14, AFORR Azl Meeting, featuring Dr.
John Wiens(Lead Scientist{or TheNature Con-
servancy in Washington, DC) on “Conservation
in Changing World” Gty Room of Roane Siate
Community College, 7

* Nov. 15-16, Summit forz SnskamibleTennessee
94C, this NL).

« Nov.16, Pogue Creek hike tothe 3,720.acre

roperty acquired by The Nature Conservancy
(adjacent Io!’lckellsnle Fmesl) Contact Noelle

* Nov. 17, Cedar Barren <1eanup (198, thisNL).

+ Nov.23,Deadlinefor submittingcommentson
mountaintop-removalm ning(§2, thisNL).

* Nov. 26 Reception lohonor TomBerg (195.t's

« Dew 1, TCWP Annual Meeting (9A, this NL).

 Dec. 13, TCWP Holiday Party (498, this NL).

+ January 12,Dayat Wilderness WildlifeWeek
(998, thisNL).

« January 26 —Whites Creek SWA workday

« February 23—Alley Ford hikeandwork day

« April 12 —Garlic Mustard Pull on the Wild-
fower Greenway

RESOURCES
* Srodened Horizns Organic Farm webslte

o Myczak Cielo Sand, and Hawk write:
15 years,we ived aboas our hand-built wooden
sailing Ketch, the Broadened Horizons, monitoring
the biological vital life-signs of the Tennessee
River. What we learned from that intense scrutiny
wasthatthe overail problemsfacing the tiver
could only besolvedin the watershed. Now we
seektoapply knowledge ofthe problemintothe
estdemonsteation of a solution.

Sinceleavingthe River in 2004, we havebeen
focusedon creating a sustainablefutureforour
life in a small watershed of the upper Tennessee
Ruer, The Broadened Horizons sustawnability-
teaching farm isour vehicle forlearning leading,
and teaching a path t o amoresane and sustain-
able futuse. Withthe assistance of Stmon Huntley
of Siall Farm Central, wehave created a website
fullof ideas, thoughts, information, photos... and a
Blog (find it under “ThreFarm Experience” on the
home page).
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OMINEES for 2008 TCWP BOARD of DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Jimmy Greten-Works on environmental issues (wetlands, threatened and endangered
species) with an Oak Ridge environmental consulting firm for 18 years. Prior to that, worked for
National Park Service for 6 years. Has M.S. in forest ecology; B.S. in natural resource mgmt.
TCWP Board member since ‘93, President '99--02, 06-47; serves on OR. EQAB. Active on
trails, water, Obed, & Cherokee NF issues.

VICE PRESIDENT: Frank Hensley-Retired mechanical engineer. Avid paddler and hiker. He is
vety interested inthe Cumberlands. Winner of 2006 Bill Russell River Hero Award. Alsoservesas
Treasurer of Advocates for the Oak Ridge Reservation

SECRETARY: Carol Grametbauer-Retred public affairs manager for Lockheed Martin and BWXT
Y-12. TCWP member since the early 70s. Chairs the Services Committee and also serves on the
Public Lands Committee. Serves as one of TCWP's representatives to the Alliance forthe
Cumberlands. An amateur naturalist, values wildemess, enjoys hiking and being outdoors

TREASURER: Charlie Klabunde-Physicist, retired 11 years ago from ORNL's Solid State Div., past
president and 18-year newsletter editor, SMHC, and board member, SAHC. Avid folk dancer. Has
served as TCWP Treasurerand membership records organizer for 29 years, and is pleased to
continue this service to the orgaaization.

DIRECTORS

+ Tim Bigelow- Electical Engineer working on fiision energy and accelerator physics at @RNL. He
has served recently on the Services Committee and as the Oak Ridge Barrens steward for TCWP.
Interested in land preservation, exotic species control, hiking, camping Also an active member of
SM Hiking Clubandsupporter of Advocates for the OakRidge Reservation, Foothills Land
Conservancy, Cherokee Forest Voices and others.

* Mary Lyon Debson- An avid naturalist and board member of Tennessee Parks and Greenways
Foundation, wholivesin Roane County. Interested in ways wildemess and natural values can be
protected on private as well as public lands.

Ralph Harvey-Veterinary anesthesiotogist on faculty of the UT. College of Veterinaty Medicine.
Formerly worked in environmental toxicology at NIH. Joined TCWP Board in August '99 and is
member of the Water IssuesCommittee. Active in outdoor sports as well as other conservation
etforts.

(Continued)



Cindy Keandrick-Career at ORNL includes 20 years in the environmental field covering
program m

waste and
tive in lated to public lands, wildlife and habitat. Enjoys
paddling, bicycling, snorkellng, and hiking.

Pat Aquatic i in the Sciences Division of
ORNL for past28 years. Enjoys hiking, biking,canoeing, and other outdoor activities. Has strong
interest in environmental issues and wilderness protection.

Larry Peunds- Botanical consultant paticularly for TVA and ORNL. PhD. in plant ecology.
Member of the TCWP Service Comimittee.

Liane (Lee) Russell- Geneticist, retired trom ORNL, but continues on guest assignment. TCWP
founder; Vice Pres. '66; Pres. '67- 70 '86-87, Board member and Newsletter author and editor, '66-
present in authy and ion of Big South Fork NRRA and Obed
WSR; also active in strip-mine, wlldemess and public-lands issues

INEES for NOMINATING CO: 'TTEE (to nominate 2009 Board)

Stan Duncan
Janet Lowrie
Hal Smith



