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if there is anything left of the 
physical library. Many have 
the impression that we deal 
completely, or nearly com-
pletely, in electronic books and 

databases. It is true that the greater part of our 
collections budget is used to purchase materials in 
digital form. And, certainly, technology is central 
to everything we do. But—as we who work in the 
library know—more people visit us in person than 
ever before. 

And our physical spaces are, more than ever, in-
tegral to the research, teaching, and service mis-
sions of the university. Our Commons is a magnet 
for students and the envy of other academic 
support centers on campus.

Not so very long ago, the renovation or con-
struction of library spaces was undertaken only 
once every decade or so. Now such projects are 
perpetual. On any given day last year, visitors 
to our libraries could see numerous renovations 
commencing, in progress, or nearing comple-
tion. We replaced carpeting and updated signage 
throughout John C. Hodges Library. Installation 
of a new HVAC system displaced Pendergrass 
Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine Library ser-
vices and collections for the entire summer. 

The single most expensive renovation project was 
probably also the one that went least noticed—the 
resurfacing of Hodges Library’s thirty-plus roofs. 
But even small changes can have a big impact. 
One very small but very important project was the 
opening of a new study room near the George F. 
DeVine Music Library. The School of Music agreed 
that repurposing an existing meeting room to 
create a reservable study space was an excellent 
investment in student success. A room booking 
system also was implemented for study rooms on 
the first and second floors of Hodges Library. Stu-
dents now can reserve library study rooms online, 
up to a month in advance.

More exciting projects will unfold in the coming 
year, including creation of a lovely new gallery in 
Hodges Library that will feature interpretive exhib-
its of our special collections.

Those tangible collections, which we will spotlight 
in the new gallery, are of increasing—not diminish-
ing—importance. Special Collections aggressively 
collects literary and cultural artifacts to support 
current research at the university and open up new 
avenues for future scholarship. You can read in this 
magazine about some of our recently acquired 
collections, such as the personal archive of writer 
David Madden and the papers of journalist, com-
mentator, and all-around raconteur Sam Venable. 
And, yes, you can also read herein about how 
we’re digitizing some of our unique collections to 
make them available to the world. 

So when people ask about the future of the physi-
cal library or the printed book, I say their futures 
are brighter than ever. The physical library is 
stronger because of the great abundance of digital 
resources, and digital resources are richer because 
we have print publications and brick-and-mortar 
buildings. We are lucky to live in a time when we 
have both, and more. And nothing demonstrates 
this point better than all the wonderful services, 
spaces, and collections you will read about in this 
issue of the Library Development Review. Enjoy.

Steven Escar Smith
Dean of Libraries

I AM 
OFTEN 
ASKED

ON THE COVER:  
The University of 

Tennessee Libraries 
holds a sizable collection 

of rare bibles, including 
a Hebrew Bible of 

great historical value. 
Read about this recent 
acquisition on page 9.
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The 2014–2015 fiscal year has been 
tremendously successful for the de-

velopment program at the University of 
Tennessee Libraries. We finished FY15 
having raised more than $1 million for 
the third straight year, with gifts sup-

porting many areas including Special 
Collections and University Archives, stu-
dent services, excellence funds, and col-
lections. Many of our donors made com-
mitments of planned gifts that will help 
sustain the libraries for years to come. 
For the first time in several years our to-
tal number of donors is on the rise, and 
our donor retention rate is higher than 
the campus average. We’re honored that 
so many donors have entrusted us with 
their gifts, and we are grateful for the 
opportunity to use these gifts to benefit 
students and scholarship at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee.

Our friends showed true Volunteer 
spirit during the Big Orange Give, UT’s 
online fundraising campaign that takes 
place in the week leading up to Home-
coming. With the help of our champion 
William M. Bass, who pledged an ad-
ditional $10,000 when we reached our 
goal of $5,000, the University Libraries 
raised nearly $20,000 in five days.

At the end of October, the Library 
Society celebrated the acquisition of the 
Dr. William M. Bass III Collection with a 
wonderful reception, an exhibit, and an 
engaging lecture from our honoree, the 
world-renowned forensic anthropolo-

gist. With wit and energy, Bass told us of  
exploits from his early work excavat-
ing Indian burial sites. A packed house 
learned and laughed and thoroughly en-
joyed the event.

In FY15, the university launched Vol-
Starter, a crowdfunding website akin to 
Kickstarter, and aimed to fund projects 
quickly on “Be A Hero Day” in Febru-
ary. The libraries’ De-Stress for Success 
program, which provides stress-reliev-
ing activities for students during final 
exams, was the first project to be fully 
funded that day, raising just over $1,000 
to support student well-being.

In March, we partnered for the sec-
ond year with the Friends of the Knox 
County Public Library. Together we 
hosted the American Songster, Dom Fle-

mons. We entertained our performer and 
our friends at Club LeConte, then Fle-
mons entertained and informed us with 
a lecture and performance at the Bijou 
Theatre. An audience of more than 500 
enjoyed the evening, which featured old-
time string music and engaging stories of 
old-time musicians.

In April, we celebrated the acquisition 
of the David Madden Collection with a 
reception and lecture at the McClung Mu-
seum. The Library Society’s combined gifts 
helped to support the acquisition of this 
collection, which includes manuscripts, ar-
ticles, correspondence, and research from 
writer David Madden, a 1957 UT alum. 
Madden spoke about his creative process 

in a lecture titled 
“The World’s One 
Breathing.” Before 
the lecture, Dean 
Smith presented 
Madden with the 
A c c o m p l i s h e d 
Alumni Award, a 
prestigious honor 
bestowed by the 
Office of Alumni 
Affairs. 

We have re-
ceived remark-
able support from 
alumni and friends 
throughout this 
past academic year. 
With the help of 

our donors, we are confident in the librar-
ies’ ability to support research, learning, 
and discovery on our campus for years to 
come.

Quite a Year!  by Erin Horeni-Ogle

Above: At the pre-concert reception: Steve 
Smith, Dom Flemons, Brian Farrow, Sandy 

Leach, Martha Gill (secretary, Friends of the 
Knox County Public Library), Jeff Johnson 

(chair, Library Society of UT Knoxville).  
(Photo courtesy of Jonathan Young)  

Right: At the event honoring writer David 
Madden: Madden poses for a fan. 
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Unique among the thousands of maps held by the University Libraries is a ten-foot-
long plaster relief map of the state of Tennessee. Lettered on the map is its prov-

enance: A Relief Map of Tennessee Colored to Show the Typical Soils . . . Compiled by the 
Tennessee Agricultural Experiment Station . . . Modeled by Edwin E. Howell . . . 1897. 

This year the libraries decided that the hundred-year-old map was due for conserva-
tion treatment. Over the course of several months a conservator repaired cracks in the 
plaster, removed a yellowing varnish (apparently 
applied in an earlier, misguided attempt at pres-
ervation), and restored colors to an approxima-
tion of the original tones. 

When the UT Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion commissioned the plaster relief map in 1897 
to illustrate the results of their six-year study 
of Tennessee soils, they turned to a well-known 
commercial map and model maker of the day, ge-
ologist Edwin Eugene Howell (1845–1911). 

The Microcosm, Howell’s successful Wash-
ington, DC business, sold relief maps (also called 
relief models or terrain models) to museums 
and schools throughout the country. In the late 
nineteenth century, such relief maps were popu-
lar teaching tools. Your great-grandparents may 
have learned about physical geography by tracing 
the ridges, valleys, plains, and mountains on one 
of Howell’s relief maps. 

Howell was, in fact, a pioneer of terrain modeling in the United States. It is said that 
his 1870 model of the island of San Domingo was the first relief map ever made in Amer-
ica. And his terrain model of the Grand Canyon, revealing to the American public the 
astonishing depth of the Arizona chasm, made a sensation at the US Centennial Exposi-
tion in 1876.

Howell took part in one of the epic scientific ventures of his generation, the Great Sur-
veys of the American West. These government-sponsored expeditions to explore and map 
the vast Western territories were the predecessors of the United States Geological Survey.

In 1865, Howell had joined Ward’s Natural Science Establishment in Rochester, New 
York, where he studied natural history and learned to prepare specimens for museums. 
Through his friendship at Ward’s with geologist Grove Karl Gilbert, Howell enlisted in 
George M. Wheeler’s survey west of the 100th meridian, serving as a geologist on Wheeler’s 
expedition in 1872 and 1873. In 1874 he joined the survey of the Rocky Mountain region un-
der John Wesley Powell, the larger-than-life one-armed former Civil War major whose crew 
had made the celebrated 1869 traverse of the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon. 

A Relief Map of Tennessee by Martha Rudolph

A few years after leaving his posi-
tion on Powell’s survey, Howell moved to 
Washington, established the Microcosm, 
and began specializing in the modeling of 
relief maps.

Our beautifully restored relief map of 
Tennessee now hangs in 
the Paul M. and Marion 
T. Miles Reading Room 
in the John C. Hodges 
Library. It is dedicated 
to the Mallicote family in 
celebration of their many 
contributions to the Uni-
versity of Tennessee and 
the UT Libraries.

Our Tennessee relief map was at one time used in UT 
geology classes.

Watch our video on conservation 
of the Tennessee relief map at 
youtube.com/utklibraries
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P erhaps librarians are all writer-wan-
nabes. Nothing gives us a thrill so 

much as rubbing shoulders (even meta-
phorically) with novelists, poets, play-
wrights, and such. Nothing is more sought 
after for our archives than the novelist’s 
typescript, the poet’s draft, or literary 
correspondence. Recently, the University 
Libraries was fortunate to acquire a cache 
of letters exchanged between two authors 
with Tennessee roots.

For about a decade, writers Cormac 
McCarthy and John Fergus Ryan engaged 
in an occasional correspondence that 
ranged over family, friends, books, and au-
thors, among other topics. The UT Librar-
ies’ Special Collections secured the entire-
ty of their correspondence at auction.

Cormac McCarthy needs no introduc-
tion. Arkansas-born, Memphis-based 
writer John Fergus Ryan (1931–2003), 
a journalist, humorist, playwright, and 

novelist, is less well known. Ryan pub-
lished short stories and nonfiction pieces 
in magazines such as Esquire and Atlantic 
Monthly. His novels include The Redneck 
Bride (1990) and The Little Brothers of St. 
Mortimer (1991). The New York Times’ 
Notable Books of 1992 lauded both The 
Little Brothers of St. Mortimer and Mc-
Carthy’s All the Pretty Horses.

The correspondence between the au-
thors begins in 1976, with Ryan writing 
to McCarthy to introduce himself and to 
congratulate McCarthy on his Guggen-
heim award. The two struck up a friend-
ship that continued throughout the course 
of the correspondence. Over the years 
they visited occasionally, and Ryan came 
to know some of McCarthy’s East Tennes-
see friends. At the beginning of the cor-
respondence McCarthy is living in Lou-
isville, Tennessee, just outside Knoxville. 
Later McCarthy writes from Knoxville; 

Lexington, Kentucky; El Paso; Santa Fe; 
New Orleans; and Chihuahua, Mexico. 

The letters preserve the authors’ 
thoughts on a wide range of topics, from 
making a living as a writer to observa-
tions on the various places they each lived 
or visited to their mutual appreciation 
of classical music. They discuss authors 
(Henry Miller, William S. Burroughs, and 
James Agee, among others) and the con-
temporary state of publishing. In one let-
ter McCarthy laments, “I think the country 
is running out of outlets for writers. If the 
magazines stop publishing fiction, as they 
just about have, can the book publishers be 
far behind? . . . There is no reason to as-
sume that literature—and almost any defi-
nition will do here—will continue to exist.”

Often only one letter writer preserves a 
correspondence, and half the conversation 
is lost forever. Because Ryan saved not only 
the letters received from McCarthy but also 
carbon copies of his own letters, UT holds 
their complete correspondence. The twen-
ty-six letters that make up Ryan’s side of the 
correspondence are typewritten. McCarthy 
writes mostly in longhand (eleven letters), 
with six more in typescript.

The letters provide candid insights 
into the lives of two Tennessee writers—
one who would go on to global acclaim and 
the other who would continue to practice 
his craft with distinction but never broad 
recognition. We are pleased to preserve 
the letters for posterity and to make them 
available to literary biographers and other 
researchers.

The Ryan-McCarthy correspondence 
complements our substantial holdings 
of writers of national and international 
prominence with connections to Knox-
ville, East Tennessee, and the Appalachian 
South. The Special Collections Reading 
Room welcomes scholars interested in 
Cormac McCarthy, John Fergus Ryan, 
James Agee, Wilma Dykeman, Thomas 
Wolfe, David Madden, and many others.

A LITER ARY CORRESPONDENCE: 

Letters Between 
Cormac McCarthy 
and John Fergus Ryan by Steven Escar Smith
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Over the past twenty-five 
years, the Center for the 

Study of War and Society (CSWS) 
at the University of Tennessee has 
conducted hundreds of oral his-
tory interviews with World War 
II veterans. The libraries’ World 
War II Oral History Digitization 
project now has made those re-
cordings freely available online.

The founding of the CSWS, 
more than thirty years ago, was 
motivated by two urgent con-
cerns. First, it was imperative to 

document veterans’ experiences of the war before their generation passed. Second, the 
historians who founded the center wanted to move beyond traditional military history to 
embrace a wider focus that includes social and cultural history. The founders’ early focus 
on the relationship between war and society proved to be prescient; it is now a recognized 
area of historical inquiry.

The digitization project grew from a long-standing partnership between the CSWS 
and the UT Libraries’ Special Collections. Together they are making the university a 
national center for the study of America’s experience of international conflict by collect-
ing, preserving, and making accessible the letters, diaries, photos, memoirs, and oral 
histories of American veterans. 

The oral histories uniquely capture what is described as 
the whole-life approach, which encompasses the veteran’s en-
tire life story within a social context. Veterans were asked to 
speak about their childhood, family, upbringing, and memories 
of life before service, as well as their experiences in the war. 
Their descriptions of life following the war yield valuable infor-
mation about readjustment to civilian life and processing trau-
matic memories of combat. The interviews powerfully capture 
the memories of a diverse group of American veterans—from all 
regions of the country, from Medal of Honor recipients to Navajo 
code talkers, intelligence officers to Army engineers, nurses to 
Marines—each offering a unique perspective on conflict. 

The histories were first captured on audiocassette tapes. 
While original tapes were duplicated for researchers, the aging 
cassette tapes were vulnerable to deterioration. Migrating the 
fragile audio recordings to a more stable format became an urgent 
priority. The goal of the project was to convert 375 audiocassette 
tapes, holding interviews with 167 individual veterans, into a digital format that would 
make them more accessible and ensure their long-term preservation. Over the past year 
and a half, the World War II oral histories have gone from audiocassette tapes available 
only within the Special Collections Reading Room to streaming audio available online 
for the world to hear and experience.

WWII Oral History 
Digitization Project: 
Preserving the Voice of  
the American Veteran

by Alesha Shumar

Top: African American Photograph Albums, 
1941-1969. MS.2881. Above left: This tent 
was home to Army Air Corps troops in the 
South Pacific. George C. Crout Papers. 
CSWS.WWII.1.0002. Above right: Member, 
Officers’ Club, Pearl Harbor. Major Lawrence 
S. Barker Papers. CSWS.WWII.3.0010. Special 
Collections, University of Tennessee Libraries.

The online oral histories can be 
searched by interviewee, theater, and 
keyword. Listeners can hear interviews 
with several veterans of German-Jewish 
descent who immigrated to America as 
teenagers and learn how their experiences 
of Nazi Germany motivated their military 
service. Other narratives recall life during 
the Great Depression, the creation of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, and the devel-
opment of the “secret city” in Oak Ridge. 
Explore this exceptional digital collection 
at digital.lib.utk.edu/wwiioralhistories.

The World War II Oral History Digi-
tization project was made possible by a 
grant from the National Historical Publi-
cations and Records Commission. Secur-
ing funding and making the histories ac-
cessible online was a cherished project of 
Manuscripts Archivist Rabia Gibbs. Sad-
ly, Gibbs passed away in June 2014 before 
seeing the completion of the project.
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W hen scholars and journalists want to know more about East Tennesseans who 
have influenced national policy or international affairs over the past century, 

they turn to UT’s Modern Political Archives (MPA). The MPA—a branch of the University 
Libraries, but housed, appropriately, in the Howard H. Baker Jr. Center for Public Poli-
cy—comprises roughly 150 collections of materials chronicling some of the most influen-
tial public servants from East Tennessee. These materials, from Senate correspondence 
to campaign materials, were donated to the university to be preserved for posterity. 

As archivists, our goal at the MPA isn’t only to preserve materials but also to ensure 
that researchers can find and use the materials in our care. Researchers who want to 
truly delve into the roles of Tennesseans in affairs of state must visit the MPA in person.

Yet our political treasures have broader appeal. To share those treasures with a wider 
audience, we are digitizing images from some of the more popular collections and mak-
ing them available online. 

This year, we are pleased to announce new digital image collections documenting the 
lives and careers of two influential US senators from East Tennessee: Howard Baker and 
Estes Kefauver.

East TennesseansIN FOCUS: 
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Photographs from the Life and  
Career of Howard Baker
Howard Henry Baker Jr. (1925–2014) was 
the son of a US representative from East 
Tennessee. Born and raised in Hunts-
ville, Tennessee, he attended the McCallie 
School in Chattanooga and, after a stint in 
the Navy, graduated from UT Law School 
in 1949. In the year following his father’s 
death, Baker followed him into politics, 
running in a 1964 special election to fill 
the US Senate seat vacated by the death of 
Estes Kefauver. Baker lost, but in 1966 he 
became Tennessee’s first popularly elect-
ed Republican senator.

In the Senate, Baker developed a 
reputation as a consensus builder who 
put progress above party politics. He was 
considered an ally by both conservative 
and liberal factions and was included on 
short lists for positions from vice presi-
dent to Supreme Court justice. 

Baker first rose to national promi-
nence as the senior Republican on the 
Select Committee on Presidential Cam-
paign Activities, popularly known as the 
Watergate Committee. The committee’s 
nationally televised hearings unearthed 
the “dirty tricks” of President Richard 
Nixon’s 1972 re-election campaign and 
culminated in Nixon’s resignation. The 

hearings changed how we speak about 
scandal. Watergate and even the suffix 
-gate are common descriptors for con-
spiracy and cover-up. Baker’s famous 
question, “What did the president know 
and when did he know it?” is still invoked 
when people discuss investigations of 
corruption.

Baker’s performance during Wa-
tergate strengthened his reputation in 
the Senate. He served as Senate minor-
ity leader from 1977 to 1981 and majority 
leader from 1981 to 1985. He helped craft 
landmark legislation concerning the en-
vironment, domestic energy policy, and 
peace in the Middle East. 

by Kris Bronstad

Opposite page, top left: The Baker Special made whistle-stops across the state during 
Baker’s 1972 and 1978 Senate campaigns. Opposite page, below left: Senators Howard 

Baker and Sam Ervin at the Watergate hearings. Below: Baker photographs the 1981 return 
of Americans held hostage by Iran. 

on the National Stage
In 1978, Baker backed President Jim-

my Carter’s Panama Canal treaties. Public 
disapproval of his pro-treaty stance was 
thought to be part of the reason Baker, 
once considered a shoo-in for the presi-
dency, ultimately withdrew from the 1980 
presidential race. 

After Baker retired from the Senate in 
1985 he served as President Ronald Rea-
gan’s White House chief of staff (1987–
1988), helping to steer the administration 
around controversies such as the Iran-
Contra arms deal. He served as ambassa-
dor to Japan from 2001 to 2005.

Baker’s hobby and passion was photog-
raphy. Few of the photographs in our digi-

tal collection, however, are Baker’s own. 
Instead, we see Baker through the lens of 
media, government, and family—meeting 
with political colleagues, small-town con-
stituents, and foreign dignitaries. Some-
times we even see Baker himself behind 
the camera.

Explore Photographs from the Life 
and Career of Howard Baker at digital.lib.
utk.edu/baker.

The Estes Kefauver Image  
Collection
The Estes Kefauver Papers is the larg-
est collection at the MPA and draws re-
searchers from across the country. While 
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Above: Estes Kefauver accepts his party’s 
nomination for vice president, 1956 

Democratic National Convention. Left: A 
winning smile: Kefauver campaigning.

Above left: Kefauver sporting his trademark 
coonskin cap. Because of his progressive 

stances, Kefauver ran afoul of Tennessee’s 
Democratic Party boss, E. H. Crump, who 
accused Kefauver of being “raccoon-like” 

and a Communist puppet. Kefauver donned a 
coonskin cap during a speech and rejoined, “I 
may be a pet coon, but I’m not Boss Crump’s 

pet coon.” The coonskin cap thereafter 
became a symbol of Kefauver’s campaign.

current generations may be unfamiliar 
with Kefauver, he was once a prominent 
figure in national politics.

Kefauver (1903–1963) was a Madison-
ville, Tennessee, native and a graduate of 
the University of Tennessee and Yale Law 
School. He practiced law in Chattanooga 
before representing Tennessee in the US 
House of Representatives (1939–1949). 

He served in the US 
Senate from 1949 to 
1963 and twice ran for 
president.

Like Baker, Kefauver gained national 
attention through televised Senate hear-
ings. The Special Committee to Inves-
tigate Crime in Interstate Commerce, 
known as the Kefauver Committee, in 
1950 and 1951 exposed the intrusion of 
organized crime into local governments. 
Americans were riveted by the commit-
tee’s grilling of mobsters on prime-time 
TV. The hearings inspired a wave of crime 
exposé films, including Robert Wise’s 
Captive City (1952), in which Kefauver 
appears as himself.

Kefauver’s popu-
larity propelled him 
to a victory in the 
New Hampshire pri-
mary during the 1952 
presidential campaign, 
prompting sitting pres-
ident Harry S. Truman 
to withdraw from the 
race. In 1956, Kefauver 
bested John F. Ken-
nedy to become the vice 
presidential candidate 
alongside Democratic 
presidential nominee 
Adlai Stevenson. 

For a southern 
Democrat of the time, 
Kefauver was liberal 
in his views. He al-
most lost re-election 
in 1954 for refusing to 
denounce the Supreme 
Court’s landmark de-
segregation decision, 
Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation. He and Tennes-
see’s other senator, Al-
bert Gore Sr., were the 
only southern senators 
who refused to sign the 
pro-segregation South-
ern Manifesto.

Defining issues of 
Kefauver’s career in-
clude consumer pro-
tection and exposing 
unfair practice in US 
industries. His Senate 
Antitrust and Monop-
oly Subcommittee took 
on the pharmaceutical 
industry over profi-
teering and deceptive 
advertising. Kefauver’s 

most famous legislative achievement, 
the Kefauver-Harris Drug Act, led to im-
proved drug safety.

Kefauver is remembered as a mas-
ter campaigner with a larger-than-life 
personality. That charm can perhaps 
be glimpsed in the Estes Kefauver Im-
age Collection in the signature grin he 
showed while greeting constituents on 
the campaign trail.

Browse the Estes Kefauver Image Col-
lection at digital.lib.utk.edu/kefauver.

We hope that both digital collections 
show not only twentieth-century Ameri-
can politicians in their daily habitat, but 
also illustrate and honor how these East 
Tennesseeans changed the world in their 
own ways. The larger stories of how they 
accomplished what they did, and what 
happened along the way, can be found in 
the archives.
 

8
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The Bibl ia  Hebraica  of 
Menasseh ben Israel: 

IMPARTING THE TEXT
by Gregory B. Kaplan

This year the University Libraries was able 
to purchase an especially rare treasure, a  
historically important Hebrew Bible print-
ed in Amsterdam in the 1630s, the Biblia  
Hebraica, eleganti charactere impressa.  
Editio Nova ex accuratissima recensione  
doctissimi ac celeberrimi Hebraei Menasseh 
Ben Israel . (Hebrew Bible, printed in elegant 
type. New Edition from the thorough and learned  
revision by the renowned Hebraist Menasseh 
ben Israel.)
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Rabbi Menasseh ben Israel
Rabbi Menasseh ben 
Israel (1604–57), who 
produced this “New Edi-
tion” from his “thorough 
and learned revision” of 
the Hebrew Bible, de-
scended from conversos, 
Jews who converted to 
Catholicism in order to 
avoid expulsion from 
Spain (1492) and Portu-
gal (1496). Although they 
were Catholics in pub-
lic, Menasseh’s converso 
ancestors were crypto-
Jews, who performed 
Jewish rituals in secret. 

Crypto-Judaism was 
by necessity a minimal 
form of religion and was 
practiced at tremendous 
risk of being denounced 
to the Inquisition, which 
presumed that all ac-
cused were guilty. Me-
nasseh was born on the 
Portuguese island of 
Madeira to parents who 

had fled inquisitorial persecution in Lis-
bon. Like other crypto-Jews—including 
the family of Baruch Spinoza (1632–77)—
Menasseh’s family immigrated to Am-
sterdam, where the doctrine of freedom 
of conscience upon which the Union of 
Utrecht was founded in 1579 favored an 
atmosphere of religious tolerance. How-
ever, the threat of the Inquisition was nev-
er far off in a Dutch nation engaged in a 
lengthy war of independence (1568–1648) 
from Spain.

The first con-
versos arrived in 
Amsterdam in the 
1590s. Over the fol-
lowing decades 
the community of 
around 2,000 indi-
viduals founded a 
congregation, which 
in 1675 moved into 
the Portuguese Syn-
agogue that stands 
today, and a yeshiva, 
where Menasseh re-
ceived his religious 
training. In the early 
1600s, Amsterdam 
was not yet a cen-

ter of rabbinic learning and, like other  
Sephardic (Spanish/Portuguese) and Ash-
kenazic (German/Polish) Jewish com-
munities, it fell under the authority of the 
(Ashkenazi) Venetian Rabbinate. During 
Menasseh’s years as a student the com-
munity hired Saul Levi Morteira (c. 1595–
1660), an Ashkenazi chief rabbi trained 
in Venice. Menasseh would serve on the 
Amsterdam rabbinate with Morteira for 
several decades while engaged in the  
important task of rejudaizing converso 
émigrés, who continued to arrive into 
the late 1600s. Rejudaization was para-
mount for establishing spiritual legitima-
cy within the larger network of European 
and Mediterranean Jewish communities, 
whose commercial ties produced signifi-
cant economic benefits.

One of the main obstacles to rejuda-
ization was the fact that many conversos 
did not have a firsthand knowledge of the 
Hebrew Bible (the Pentateuch, eight Books 
of the Prophets, and eleven Books of the 
Writings), which in Spain and Portugal 
was permitted only in Latin editions. The 
church’s prohibition against reading ver-
nacular translations of the Bible is found 
in the first inquisitorial index of forbidden 
books, which was published in 1551. The 
inquisitorial ban was aimed at suppressing 
Biblias romanceadas, Spanish versions of 
the Hebrew Bible commissioned to Jew-
ish translators, which had existed in Spain 
since the thirteenth century (a Portuguese 
version of the Hebrew Bible did not exist 
until the 1700s). The eleven extant Biblias 
romanceadas, five of which are housed at 
the Escorial Library in Spain, appear to be 
based on a common source, a literal trans-

Above: Rembrandt’s portrait of Menasseh 
ben Israel, 1636. Previous page and 
bottom right: The Biblia Hebraica of 
Menasseh ben Israel. Special Collections, 
University of Tennessee Libraries. Far 
right: Genesis 2:16. The Biblia Hebraica of 
Menasseh ben Israel. Special Collections, 
University of Tennessee Libraries.

10
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lation from the Hebrew that was the Span-
ish text used in the preparation of the 1553 
Ferrara Bible by exiled conversos. During 
the following two centuries, the Ferrara 
Bible became the standard biblical text 
for conversos and descendants of Iberian 
Jews expelled in the 1490s, who continued 
to speak and read Spanish in exile.  

However, because the Spanish text fol-
lows Hebrew syntax and many Hebrew 
terms remain ambiguous in the Spanish 
rendition, the Ferrara Bible, as those who 
prepared it acknowledge in their introduc-
tion, is difficult to comprehend. One of 
the goals of rejudaization was to replace 
the Ferrara Bible with a Hebrew Bible. Of 
course, arriving conversos first needed to 
learn Hebrew, and Menasseh created his 
“New Edition” to facilitate this process. 
As such, Menasseh’s rendition of the bibli-
cal text includes vowels as well as conso-
nants, with the diacritical marks for vowel 
sounds (above, below, or inside the conso-
nants) helping learners to articulate He-
brew words and then recognize the three-
consonant root word by sight. Menasseh’s 
inclusion of vowels, which required him 
to make semantic choices insofar as the 
meanings of three-consonant Hebrew root 
words vary according to the vowel sounds 
with which those words are articulated, 
results in a clearer Hebrew text—and also 
reflects his acumen as a biblical scholar 
(see sidebar).

Menasseh modified his “New Edition” 
of the Hebrew Bible on several occasions 
and published multiple editions during 
the 1630s, and it is interesting to speculate 
that the one UT possesses, which contains 
a title page in Italian (with some Latin), 
may have been intended for the many 
conversos who fled to Venice and Rome. 
If so, Menasseh’s “New Edition” of the 
Hebrew Bible, possession of which could 
have resulted in execution by the Inquisi-
tion in Spain and Portugal, should also 
be considered within the larger context of 
rejudaization. The return of conversos to 
Judaism was seen by Menasseh, as well as 
by other rabbis working throughout Eu-
rope and the Mediterranean, as an essen-
tial step toward establishing a permanent 
Jewish homeland. Menasseh’s dedication 
compelled him to meet Oliver Cromwell in 
1655 in the hope of initiating the process 
by uniting the Jews in England. While 
that effort failed, as biblical scholar Har-
old Fisch writes, “Menasseh’s real goal was 

Zion, its redemption and the ingathering 
of its exiles. . . . In a deep sense Menasseh 
prepared the way for Zionists of the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries.”* 

Although it would not be until after 
Menasseh’s death that the Hebrew text 
completely replaced the Ferrara Bible, his 
“New Edition” is symbolic of the success-
ful rejudaization of Amsterdam’s conver-
sos, who ultimately embraced the tradi-
tions shared by descendents of exiled Jews 
of the 1490s and initiated a new chapter of 
Sephardic history.

*Fisch, Harold. “The Messianic Politics of Menasseh ben Israel.” Menasseh ben Israel and His World. Ed. Yosef Kaplan et al. Leiden: Brill, 1989. 228–39.

Amsterdam’s conversos would have been familiar with the Hebrew Bible 
only through the word-for-word—and often problematic—Spanish trans-
lation in the Ferrara Bible. Menasseh’s objective was to provide a clearer 
Hebrew text that would encourage conversos to learn Hebrew in order to 
follow the reading of the Torah and the rest of the Jewish liturgy. 

Since Hebrew is traditionally written without vowels, the unambiguous read-
ing of a text can be difficult. Consider Genesis 2:16: “And the Lord God com-
manded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you are free to eat.’” 
The phrase “free to eat” corresponds to the traditional Hebrew                   , 
which repeats the three-consonant root (        ) for the Hebrew verb mean-
ing eat. The Ferrera Bible renders this text with the confusing phrase “comer  
comeras” (literally, “to eat, you will eat”). 

Menasseh’s Hebrew text,                  , using a variant spelling system that 
includes diacritical marks to indicate vowel sounds, disambiguates the 
problematic phrase in Genesis 2:16. In modern translations such as The Jew-
ish Study Bible, that phrase is interpreted as comprising a modifier (        ) to 
convey the meaning of free to and a verb (           ) meaning eat. Menasseh’s 
use of vowel points introduced a convention that is followed in modern 
bilingual editions, including the one used in many synagogues in the United 
States, The Pentateuch and Haftoras.

Gregory B. Kaplan is a professor 
of Spanish at UT. He is preparing 
a book, Spinoza’s Rabbi, to 
be published by Amsterdam 
University Press.
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Below: The Maddens, David 
and Robbie. Far right: 
Madden’s papers include his 
correspondence with dozens 
of important American 
authors, including Stephen 
King and Tom Wolfe. David 
Madden Collection. Special 
Collections, University of 
Tennessee Libraries.

T his year the University Libraries was fortunate to acquire a treasured archive: 
the work of acclaimed novelist, screenwriter, playwright, critic, poet, and short 

story writer David Madden. As one might expect of a figure whose reach and influence 
have extended into so many different literary and cultural domains, David Madden’s 
archive contains not only the records and drafts of his own immense body of work but 
also correspondence that charts out something like a literary family tree of the last half 
century: Norman Mailer, Anaïs Nin, Walker Percy, Eudora Welty, Gore Vidal, Katherine 
Anne Porter, Wallace Stegner. Madden called them friends, colleagues, and peers. 

But this archive is not merely an investment made with an eye on posterity. Madden’s 
work is also a matter of local pride, and it is only fitting that it should find a permanent 
home in Knoxville at the University of Tennessee, where so many of his roots—both bio-

graphical and literary—are to be found.
In a 1974 interview Madden described his prolific 

achievements in so many areas of artistry and schol-
arship as the direct result of sensibilities he developed 
early on in his childhood. “When I was a kid,” Madden 
explained, “I took the attitude that anything I would 
do in life would be done in a creative manner, that any 
situation in life should be fraught with all kinds of pos-
sibilities for creative responses, and I have to be alert 
to them and when I sense them, then I respond with as 
much creativity as possible.”

Through this creative vision, Madden has become, 
over the course of a long, distinguished career, what 
George Garrett has described as an increasingly en-
dangered species in our “age of rigorous specializa-
tion.” Madden is, as Garrett says, a true “person-of-
letters,” placing him squarely in the same tradition of 
multitalented southern writers as Poe, Faulkner, and 
Robert Penn Warren.

Madden’s extensive oeuvre ranges from novels, 
short stories, poems, plays, screenplays, literary stud-
ies, and textbooks to libretti. In the case of so active 
a writer, a full bibliography can at best be considered 
only provisional. Indeed, when Madden spoke to the 
Library Society this past April, he mentioned eight 
works now in various stages of completion, including 

by Christopher Hebert

I N T R O D U C T I O N  TO  A  

‘ P E R S O N - O F - L E T T E R S ’
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several novels, a musical set in Montmarte Cemetery, and a treatise on 
the mind’s creative capabilities.

David Madden was born in Knoxville in 1933. He reports having first 
learned about storytelling from his grandmother, who lived in the moun-
tains of East Tennessee. “She was a master of the oral tradition,” Madden 
has said. “She’d tell the same stories over and over and I’d never get tired 
of them.” 

Not surprisingly, his own experiments with storytelling began when 
he was still young. 

“Among his proudest boasts,” wrote an early observer of Madden’s 
work, “is that he was expelled from public school some ten or eleven times 
for writing stories.” This punishment, if that’s what it was, seems not to 
have stuck. At sixteen, Madden wrote his prize-winning first play, Call Her-
man in to Supper, which went on to be produced and staged at UT’s Ayres 
Hall. Madden then went on to write his first novel, set in the slums of Knox-
ville, when he was only nineteen.

In 1951 Madden returned to UT, the site of his theatrical debut. It’s hard 
to believe, given his already intimidating CV, that he was enrolling as a mere 
freshman. His initial stay on campus, however, was brief: two years later 
he departed to serve in the Merchant Marines. But in 1955, he returned to 
UT. After graduating two years later, he went on to earn his MA in creative 
writing from San Francisco State University. In 1959 he was awarded a John 
Golden fellowship to Yale Drama School.

Madden’s literary path would eventually lead to illustrious academic posts, 
publications, and awards that would send the author around the world, from Venice to 
Istanbul to Yugoslavia. But Madden’s biography also includes a few less glamorous—
though nonetheless formative—experiences along the way: stints as a mail clerk, a 
gas-station attendant, an elevator operator. And when he was thirteen years old, 
as fate would have it, Madden became an usher at the Bijou Theatre in downtown 
Knoxville, a job that ultimately laid the groundwork for his autobiographical 1974 
novel, Bijou. 

This wasn’t the last time Knoxville would claim its rightful place in David Mad-
den’s imagination. He would return to Knoxville in later books, too, such as Plea-
sure-Dome, The Shadow Knows, and his celebrated Civil War novel, Sharpshooter. 

But Knoxville has not been Madden’s only muse. His first novel, The Beautiful 
Greed, inspired by his experiences as a merchant marine, takes place largely in 
Chile. His most recent novel, London Bridge in Plague and Fire, transports read-
ers back to seventeenth-century England. 

Madden’s other books include the Pulitzer Prize–nominated The Suicide’s 
Wife (which was made into a CBS movie of the week) and such critical works as 
The Poetic Image in Six Genres, Touching the Web of Southern Novelists, and 
book-length studies of American novelists James M. Cain and Wright Morris. 

Madden himself deservedly became the subject of a similar project in 2006, 
when the University of Tennessee Press published David Madden: A Writer 
for All Genres, which honors and examines Madden’s contributions as a poet, 
critic, and writer. 

Fittingly, the collection also includes an examination of Madden’s relationship to 
Knoxville. As Jeffrey Folks writes in an essay on Madden, James Agee, and their mutual 
birthplace, “For Madden [Knoxville] seems controlled not by mystery but by wonder and 
awe at what life has afforded, especially the complex social relationships that he finds in 
his local place.”

“My infatuation with my hometown,” Madden himself has said, “is similar to Thom-
as Wolfe’s with Asheville, and like Wolfe I look homeward but live elsewhere.” Some 
of those adopted homes have included Kentucky, Ohio, Louisiana, and currently Black 
Mountain, North Carolina. 

But in securing David Madden’s archives, Knoxville has come to possess the fruits of 
more than sixty years of creative inspiration, a body of work we can now proudly say we 
have given a permanent home.

Christopher Hebert is the Jack 
E. Reese Writer in Residence at 
the UT Libraries.
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SAM
VENABLE

‘ O N E  O F  U T ’ S

Least-Promising
GRADUATES’

old photos, scraps of note paper, old audiotapes, book manuscripts (both published and 
un-). And printed newspapers. Lots of them.

Legend has it that at a major southern university, a journalism professor piled news-
papers so high in his office that one night, the stack collapsed from its own weight and 
fell across the entrance. The custodian, unable to push her way inside, thought the pro-
fessor had surely died and his body was blocking the doorway. Emergency responders 
found only several decades of the New York Times.

“My mother was the original family pack rat,” Sam said. When Mary Elizabeth Spen-
cer Venable died in 2003, she still had unopened boxes in her South Knoxville attic from 
her home in Texas where her husband, the late Sam Senior (legendary UT physical edu-
cation professor known as Big Sam), was stationed in World War II.

“I’m the kind of guy historians love,” Sam wrote in a 2012 News Sentinel column 
about the UT Libraries’ quest for his “papers,” which actually spanned a period of several 
years while Sam hemmed and hawed about going through “the vocational detritus from 
one of [UT’s] least-promising graduates.”

“Lordy! I had no idea how much had accumulated since Jan. 3, 1968, the day I re-
ported for my first newspaper job at the old Knoxville Journal,” Sam wrote.

Among those papers carted away by the UT Libraries truck in 2012 was a clipping of 
Sam’s first bylined article for the Journal, about a petty crime, along with a clip from the 
next day’s paper with an almost line-by-line correction of the original story. About the 
only thing Sam got right was the date.

W hen I heard that retired Knox-
ville News Sentinel columnist 

and humorist Sam Venable (’69) had do-
nated his papers to the University of Ten-
nessee Libraries, my first thought was 
“What papers? His collection of Walmart 
receipts for shotgun shells? Or the ones he 
used to ‘roll his own’ back in the day when 
all journalists smoked?”

And then it dawned on me. Sam’s 
long-suffering wife Mary Ann (née Hill, 
’68) must have taken one look at the boxes 
and boxes of memorabilia Sam cleaned 
out of his office after a forty-five-year ca-
reer and said, “Get that junk out of here.”

“If Mary Ann were curator of the 
Smithsonian,” Sam said, “it could fit in a 
suitcase. Mary Ann suffers from a chronic 
case of ‘throwawayitis.’”

Mary Ann is a mathematician and 
computer guru. Sam, like all old-school 
journalists, is a notorious pack rat. Even 
in this age of digitization and cloud stor-
age, most still prefer to keep stacks of 
clippings, piles of magazines, albums of 

Longtime Knoxville News 

Sentinel  humor columnist 

Sam Venable has donated his 

papers to the UT Libraries.by Susan Barnes
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Left: Original drawing by Bob Rich for 
Knoxville News Sentinel cartoon. Sam 
Venable Papers, 1941–2012. MS.3692. Special 
Collections, University of Tennessee Libraries. 
Top: “I hunt and I fish, and I get paid for it.” 
Sam Venable was outdoors editor for the 
Knoxville News Sentinel for fifteen years 
before becoming humor columnist in 1985.

“My editor told me I was really never gonna do much in journalism because I never 
took things seriously and I was a smart [posterior body part].” Sam took that as a compli-
ment but not an omen that he would become a beloved humorist, both on the printed page 
and in his stand-up comedy routines sought after by almost every civic organization in the 
Southeast with no budget for payment.

He almost didn’t become a journalist at all. A forestry and wildlife management major 
on the agriculture campus, he ran up against chemistry as a junior and was facing the “Un-
cle Sam” option of heading off to Vietnam. A fraternity brother told him to try journalism.

As Sam wrote in his farewell News Sentinel column, the frat brother said, “Venable, 
you’re so full of [bovine scatology] you’d make a great journalist.’ I took one course and fell 
head-over-heels in love. Go figure.”

Typing—not keyboarding, but typing—was a requirement for UT journalism majors of 
the sixties. 

“I had to go to old Knox High Evening School to take typing—and of course, I cheated,” 
Sam told Alumnus magazine in 1991. “I still don’t know how to touch type.”

Sam sold his first of many feature-length articles to Sports Afield as a senior at UT and 
has since written more than 150 stories for state, regional, and national publications, find-
ing a way to combine his love of writing and the outdoors. And to pay a few bills when the 
kids—son Clay and daughter Megan, both UT graduates—were sick. 

Besides writing, hunting, and fishing, Sam’s other great love is his family. Grandkids 
Max and Lucy, who belong to Clay and his wife, Kim, call him “Dipsey” after the “Dipsy 
Doodle” episode of the old Andy Griffith Show. 

He’s been called a lot worse since becoming a four-times-a-week columnist for the 
News Sentinel in 1985, after a fifteen-year stint as outdoors editor for the newspaper. The 
letters, both the hate mail and the attaboys, make up quite a bit of the libraries’ collection. 

That’s a lot of words, cranked out 450 at a time to fit his preordained space down the 
left-hand side of the front page of the local section. But perhaps his crowning achievement 
was not one of his regular columns but a seven-part series he wrote in 2014, shortly before 
his retirement. It told the story of Charles Moulden, a black man who was wounded in 
an ambush in Monroe County, a 1968 crime for which no one ever went to jail which was 
largely ignored by the local press.

Forty-four years later, Sam tracked down the victim and finally told his story of hate 
and forgiveness. And it won Sam the most prestigious honor of the more than three dozen 
he’s earned in his career, the national Sigma Delta Chi award for feature writing from the 
Society of Professional Journalists. He accepted the award in June 2015 from the National 
Press Club in Washington, DC.

He was inducted in 2014 into the Ten-
nessee Journalism Hall of Fame and is in 
the East Tennessee Writers Hall of Fame. 
He’s written twelve books with titles like 
I’d Rather Be Ugly Than Stuppid [sic] . . . 
and Other Deep Thoughts, all of which are 
part of the libraries’ collection as well. 

All of which almost put his papers on 
par with the libraries’ holdings of missives 
penned by the Founding Fathers. 

“My only hope is that way off in the 
distant future,” Sam wrote, “some desper-
ate graduate student will leaf through this 
collection and think, ‘Damn! That Venable 
goof sure had a fun job, although it’s hard 
to believe he actually got paid to write this 
[excrement deleted].’”

Except that the libraries weeded out 
most of the excrement and sent it back—
fifteen boxes of it, which now reside in the 
Venable garage. Mary Ann will be going 
through it shortly.
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rimary source materials 
play a vital role in the study 

and understanding of historic events. 
Over the next few years, Tennesseans 
commemorating the centenary of World 
War I—then known as the Great War—
will have an additional primary source 
to draw on: digitized newspapers. His-
torical newspapers offer students and 
other researchers a unique perspective 
on wartime, contrasting reports of the 
horrific conflict with a record of every-
day life on the home front. Newspapers 
illustrate how the war permeated all as-
pects of home life, from advertising to 
cinema and even weather reports. 

Now in its third phase, the Tennessee 

The 

Great 

War 

in the 

News
by Louisa Trott

P Newspaper Digitization Project has contributed more than 200,000 pages of historical 
Tennessee newspapers to the Library of Congress’s Chronicling America website. In 
2014, the National Endowment for the Humanities awarded $345,000 to UT to con-
tinue its partnership with the Tennessee State Library and Archives on this popular 
project. The current phase of the project focuses on the period from 1915 to 1922, so the 
Great War pervades much of the newspapers’ column space.

When the United States joined the war in 1917, the front pages of local papers car-
ried rosters of men being drafted, and throughout the war many papers published rolls 
of honor—lists of soldiers killed, wounded, and missing. As the region’s young men 
went off to the front, wartime newspapers encouraged civilians at home to do their bit 
for the war effort and show support for the “sammies” fighting overseas. Much column 
space was dedicated to advice on what food to eat and which crops to grow, as well as 
public service announcements for War Savings Stamps, Liberty Loans, and rationing. 

Editorial cartoons, often from nationally published cartoonists such as Gaar Wil-
liams and Robert W. “Bob” Satterfield, provided satirical and poignant takes on the lat-
est news. Letters—and sometimes poetry—from local “boys” at the front were printed 
in newspapers to boost morale. These were usually upbeat in tone, even telling how the 
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soldiers were enjoying themselves and 
rarely hinting at the horrors and atroci-
ties. The Memphis News Scimitar ran 
a particularly intriguing series toward 
the end of 1918 and into 1919. Each day 
the paper featured a photograph of an 
infant under the heading “Babies Who 
Will Have to Be ‘Introduced’ to Their 
Daddies.” A few pithy paragraphs told a 
heartwarming tale of the family’s antici-
pation of the moment the father would 
return from the front to meet his child 
for the first time. 

When soldiers began arriving home 
in 1919, newspapers reveled in the glory 
of their local heroes. Thanks to techno-
logical advances, many papers printed 

Opposite page, left: Welcome Home. Chattanooga 
News, April 3, 1919. Below: Her daddy is “somewhere in 
France.” From a series in the Memphis News Scimitar, 
November 5, 1918. 

Above: Businesses 
combined advertising 

with patriotic messages 
and pleas to buy war 

bonds. They also 
exploited the popular 

regard for war heroes. 
Chattanooga News, 

October 2, 1918. Right: 
This ad for Thedford’s 

Black-Draught features 
an endorsement from 
Tennessean Sergeant 

Alvin York, one of 
the most decorated 

American soldiers of the 
war. Chattanooga News, 

February 27, 1920. 



photographs of the homecomings. Local businesses did not miss this opportunity to 
tie themselves in with the celebrations, and placed ads that both promoted their prod-
ucts or services and welcomed the boys home.

Phase III of the digitization project provides news coverage of international, na-
tional, and local significance—from global events such as the war to national historic 
turning points such as passage of the Nineteenth Amendment (and Tennessee’s pivotal 
role in its ratification) to the minutiae of everyday life in Tennessee towns and cit-
ies. Digitized newspapers include the Carthage Courier, Crossville Chronicle, Fayette 
Falcon, Jackson County Sentinel, Morgan County Press, Mrs Grundy, Parisian, Put-
nam County Herald, and Union City Commercial. In addition to newspapers from the 
World War I era, Phase III features two other titles of special interest: the Tennessee 
Staatszeitung, a German-language newspaper published in Nashville (dates digitized: 
1866–1869), and the Chilhowee Echo, a Knoxville newspaper published by women 
(dates digitized: 1899–1900).

Explore the newspapers at chroniclingamerica.loc.gov  
and visit lib.utk.edu/tndp/news for project news,  
updates, and information about historical Tennessee 
newspapers.

The Chattanooga News excerpted 
this letter home: “Young Llewellyn 
wrote his father saying that he has 

experienced the thrill of the front line 
trenches but has come out unharmed. 

He said he was having wonderful 
experiences there [. . .].”  

October 3, 1918.

Below: Wartime newspapers encouraged civilians at home to do 
their bit for the war effort—for instance, by rationing meat and 
sugar. Gaar Williams cartoon, Camden Chronicle, April 12, 1918.  

Camden Chronicle,  
August 2, 1918.
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T he University of Tennessee has em-
braced the challenge of becoming one 

of the nation’s top public universities. Ex-
cellence in undergraduate education—a 
top priority—requires both enriching the 
undergraduate experience and helping 
students succeed. This year the Univer-
sity Libraries created and filled two new 
positions that will advance those goals. 
Ingrid Ruffin is student success librar-
ian for first-year programs, and Anna 
Sandelli is student success librarian for 
undergraduate user experience. The main 
focus of these newly created positions is 
connecting students to the tools of schol-
arship while aiding in their adjustment to 
campus life.

In their first year, Ruffin and Sandelli 
have developed relationships with offices 
and organizations across campus that are 
similarly focused on enhancing and sup-
porting the undergraduate student expe-
rience. Since embarking on the journey to 
the Top 25, the university has invested in 
numerous programs that engage students 
in academic, social, and cultural experi-

Student Success in the UT Libraries
by Ingrid Ruffin and Anna Sandelli

ences; help students 
meet the academic and 
personal challenges 
of campus life; and 
assure that students 
progress to gradua-
tion. UT’s student suc-
cess initiatives offer 
our librarians many 
opportunities to ad-
dress the unique needs 
of specific student 
populations. 

Ingrid Ruffin is the 
libraries’ first-ever rep-

resentative on the UT Veterans’ Resource 
Team, and through her the University 
Libraries is reaching out to student vet-
erans. This year Ruffin, herself a veteran, 
emceed the SALUTE National Honor So-
ciety induction ceremony and helped or-
ganize and emcee an event at the National 
Medal of Honor celebration in Knoxville.

Through her service on the campus 
Transfer Committee, Anna Sandelli is 
forging connections with nearby com-
munity colleges whose students are often 
transfers to our four-year institution. The 
university campus can seem overwhelm-
ing to new students. Librarians can make 
early encounters with our research uni-
versity less intimidating by hosting an 
experience that is fun and social, even as 
it teaches students the intricacies of using 
an academic library. When Roane State 
Community College students visited 
campus this spring, the student success 
librarians created just such an experi-
ence. They sent students on a scavenger 
hunt that had them explore Hodges Li-
brary, interview reference librarians, and 
snap cell phone photos of rare books in 
Special Collections.

Student success librarians also take 
such events right into the residence halls, 
in a program we have dubbed Library 
Take Out. Our Four-Hour Film Festival, 
presented with the help of the Division of 
Student Life and resident assistants, was 
the highlight of last spring’s Library Take 
Out. Students were given the necessary 
equipment, a short instruction session, 
and space to edit a brief film. In the span 

of a mere four hours, teams of students 
created and screened films. Students in-
teracted with librarians in a convivial set-
ting and learned how resources from the 
libraries’ Studio can enhance their class 
projects and presentations. 

Beginning in fall 2015, Library Take 
Out is offering activities in partnership 
with UT’s living and learning communi-
ties, residence hall neighborhoods com-
posed of students who share a common 
interest or field of study. 

Fall 2015 also marks the debut of the 
university’s new quality enhancement 
plan, Experience Learning. As part of 
that initiative, the university is expanding 
service-learning opportunities that take 
students out of the classroom and into the 
community to conduct real-world problem 
solving. Student success librarians look 
forward to providing research support and 
skill building for service-learners.

Through dynamic and engaging pro-
gramming, the libraries have an impact 
on not only students’ academic success 
but also the entirety of their campus ex-
perience. We hope that students will view 
the libraries as a resource for—and a 
companion during—their undergraduate 
journeys.

Want to know how student success 
librarians keep abreast of student 
needs and concerns? Read about 
our whiteboard assessment project 
on page 23.

Pictured: Scenes from our 
Four-Hour Film Festival

THE LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 2014–2015
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T he chief obligations of our profession have endured since the Great Library of Al-
exandria: to advance scholarship and to preserve the cultural record. But today’s 

academic librarians engage with the scholarly community in new and perhaps surpris-
ing ways.

Literacy has long been a focus of library work. But myriad layers of literacy chal-
lenge the student who comes to a research university such as UT. The university must 
prepare students to read, write, and interact across a range of platforms, tools, and 
media. It falls largely to librarians to instill the competencies students need to become 
information literate.

This year two librarians took a novel approach to introducing students to the re-
sources available to them in the Studio, our media lab in Hodges Library. Media Litera-
cy Librarian Michelle Brannen and Student Success Librarian Ingrid Ruffin, in concert 
with resident assistants and the Division of Student Life, hosted a Four-Hour Film 
Festival. The contest took place at one of the residence halls. Student participants were 
given a brief instruction session and all the equipment they needed to create and edit 
a brief film over the course of four hours. As noted by one resident assistant, students 
“had the most fun that they have had all year participating in a program.” (See photos 
on page 19.)

Often, university students are technologically astute yet decidedly challenged by 
basic life skills. Recognizing that students need to learn more about how to manage 
their personal finances, business librarian Judy Li secured funding from the UT Al-
liance of Women Philanthropists to hold a Financial Literacy Boot Camp, open to all 
UT students. Three half-day workshops during the 2014–2015 academic year brought 
together business leaders and experts from the UT community to coach students on 

What Do Librarians Do? 
You’ll Be Surprised. by Robin A. Bedenbaugh



21THE LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 2014–2015

topics such as credit scores, insurance, savings accounts, scholarships and fellowships, 
and how to start planning for retirement.

We even reach out to prospective students. Led by Thura Mack, our coordinator 
of community learning services and diversity programs, the libraries hold an annual 
Big Orange STEM Symposium for middle and high school students who are consider-
ing careers in science, technology, engineering, or math. This free event brings stu-
dents and their parents to campus to meet current students and researchers in STEM 
fields and to learn about unique programs available to them at UT, such as the RISER 
(Research and Instructional Strategies for Engineering Retention) living and learn-
ing community. This year, current students from UT’s College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources acted as peer mentors during a hands-on keynote activity on 
extracting plant DNA. Meanwhile, parents attended their own session to learn how to 
stay involved with their kids as they go off to college.

Ashley Maynor is the libraries’ first faculty member to hold the leading-edge posi-
tion of digital humanities librarian. Her own scholarly work is similarly avant-garde. 
Ashley was in Blacksburg, Virginia, when the mass shooting took place on the Virginia 
Tech campus and thousands of sympathy cards, teddy bears, and other objects flowed 
in from around the world through mail and a spontaneous memorial on campus. Ash-
ley is a filmmaker as well as a librarian, and her own response to the tragedy was to 
explore this modern ritual of mourning in an interactive web documentary called The 
Story of the Stuff. You can experience the project yourself at thestoryofthestuff.com.

In addition to being an outstanding librarian, Chris Durman is also a talented mu-
sician. When the libraries digitized some old home movies featuring the people and 
scenery of the Great Smoky Mountains, Chris and a couple of other local musicians 

Our multi-talented librarians, from left: 
Michelle Brannen, Ingrid Ruffin, Judy Li,  
Thura Mack, Ashley Maynor, and Chris 
Durman.
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WALL OF ENCOURAGEMENT
Social media. Videos. Digital signs. Workshops. Street fairs. We use every possible chan-
nel to communicate with students. We added a new medium this year: we’re using a large 
window outside the Starbucks at the Hodges Library entrance to welcome and inform 
students. 

A couple of artistically talented staff members decorate the façade. Created with chalk-
board inks on the darkened glass, the displays resemble hand-drawn menus at trendy 

restaurants. Very eye-catching!

We use the window to celebrate 
holidays, advertise events, and 
call attention to library resources. 
During final exams the window 
serves as a “Wall of Encourage-
ment” as passers-by post in-
spirational notes to their fellow 
students. 

The libraries’ graphic artist, 
Cathy Jenkins, is responsible for 
the concept and installation of 
the chalkboard window. Librar-
ian Ingrid Ruffin (pictured) is the 
primary illustrator.

recorded a soundtrack of traditional Southern Appalachian folk songs to accompany 
the originally silent film clips. The film clips are now part of the William Derris Collec-
tion, an online digital collection of photos and home movies taken in the 1940s, ’50s, 
and ’60s by the owner of the Derris Motel in Townsend, Tennessee. The photos and 
film clips are available online at digital.lib.utk.edu/derris. That’s Chris on guitar, ban-
jo, and harmonica, accompanied by Steve White on mandolin and Leslie Gengozian  
on violin.

These are just a few of the interesting projects to which UT librarians are lending 
their unique talents and expertise. 
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A dry-erase board can be a space to plan 
a project, calculate equations, or out-

line a paper. It can also be a tool for learning 
about students’ experiences of campus life 
so the University Libraries can help them 
meet their academic and personal goals.

In spring 2015, librarians placed eras-
able whiteboards at three locations in John 
C. Hodges Library. With input from the li-
braries’ Assessment Planning Group, they 
developed a list of open-ended questions 
designed to elicit information about stu-
dents’ personal and academic habits, inter-
ests, and preferences. 

Questions fell into four categories: 
student success (“When I study, I need 
______”); demographics (“In three words 
or less, why did you choose your major?”); 
habits and preferences (“If there were a song 
about your life, what would it be called? Or, 
what song defines you?”); and dialogue and 
community opportunities (“Every day I feel 
inspired to ______”). Librarians updated 
the questions daily. 

The project generated curiosity and 
enthusiasm. In one instance, a group of 
students who had gathered beside a white-

In Their Own 
Words: An 
Open-Ended 
Conversation  
with Students
by Anna Sandelli

Above: We reaffirmed students’ need and 
desire for programs that offer stress relief, 
such as visits from therapy dogs during final 
exam week. Left: “Today I feel: victorious . . . 
blessed . . . sleep deprived and anxious.”

board even asked the librarian who was 
beginning the daily update to stop erasing 
so they could continue reading the previ-
ous day’s responses! The whiteboard for-
mat also inspired creativity not seen in 
more traditional assessment tools such 
as online surveys. In addition to writ-
ten replies, students added hashtags, 
emoticons, doodles, and stylized two- 
color drawings.

Student responses illustrated the im-
portance of what in the medical field is 
often described as “treating the whole pa-
tient.” Students do not leave their lives at 
the doorstep when they enter the library. 
Therefore, promoting student success in-
volves understanding what students expe-
rience in the classroom, across campus, and 
beyond. 

In their whiteboard responses, students 
often referenced current events or daily 
stresses they encountered. Such responses 
illustrate the importance of current library 
initiatives that contribute not only to aca-

demic programs 
but to personal 
information lit-
eracy and wellness 
(programs such as 
Library Take Out 
and DeStress for 
Success), as well as 
the value of inves-
tigating additional 
extracurricular of-
ferings.

For librarians, 
this “In Their Own 
Words” project pro-
vides valuable in-

sights into student usage of library spaces 
and opportunities to improve students’ 
university experiences. Students interacted 
with responses on the whiteboard as much 
as, if not more than, with the original ques-
tion. The student-created dialogue points to 
ways in which our users develop informal 
learning communities and conversational 
spaces within the libraries. Cultivating 
such communities through programming, 
repurposed library spaces, and the librar-
ies’ online presence could help students feel 
more engaged in campus life. At the same 
time, such initiatives could help them see 
that the libraries are an integral part of 
their campus community. 

Just as each day’s whiteboard prompt 
was a starting point for dialogue, this project 
is intended to be the foundation for an ongo-
ing conversation with students. Librarians 
will discuss and implement the most viable 
suggestions. Some, like repeated requests 
for additional whiteboards, are already un-
der way. (Others, like an aquarium or a beer  
volcano . . . not so much.)
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PUBLICATIONS

Robin A. Bedenbaugh. “Librarian, Interrupted: A Plea 
for Scholarly Publishing Reform.” Contemporary Sociol-
ogy: A Journal of Reviews 43, no. 5 (September 2014): 
615-618.

Chris Eaker et al. “#DitchTheSurvey: Expanding 
Methodological Diversity in LIS Research.” In the 
Library with the Lead Pipe, March 11, 2015.

Rachel Fleming-May, Regina Mays, and Rachel Radom. 
“‘I Never Had to Use the Library in High School’: A 
Library Instruction Program for At-Risk Students.” 
portal: Libraries and the Academy 15, no. 3 (2015): 
433–456.

Thura Mack, Ingrid Ruffin, and Nicole Barajas. “Beyond 
BOSS: A Blueprint for STEM Engagement, Student 
Recruitment, and Outreach.” Tennessee Libraries 64, 
no. 4 (2014).

Ingrid J. Ruffin, Michelle H. Brannen, and Megan 
Venable. “Library as Campus Main Street: Building 
Community via Engaging Programming and 
Spaces.” In Innovative Solutions for Building 
Community in Academic Libraries, 269–291. Hershey, 
PA: IGI Global, 2015.

Jeanine Williamson, Peter Fernandez, and Lana Dixon. 
“Factors in Science Journal Cancellation Projects: The 
Roles of Faculty Consultations and Data.” Issues in 
Science and Technology Librarianship no. 78 (Fall 2014).

Ken Wise, Anne Bridges, and Mark Baggett. 
“Reimagining the Bibliography: Database of the 
Smokies.” Journal of Web Librarianship 9, no. 1 
(2015): 42–55.

PRESENTATIONS & CONFERENCES

Melanie Allen. “Respecting Choices Overview.” 
Presentation at the East Tennessee Quality Alliance 
(ETQA) Conversation Ready Meeting, Knoxville 
Academy of Medicine, Knoxville, TN, May 12, 2015.

Robin A. Bedenbaugh, Peter Fernandez, and Brian 
Rosenblum. “Making Scholarly Communication 
Sustainable.” Presentation at the Advancing 
Research Communication and Scholarship 
conference, Philadelphia, PA, April 26–28, 2015.

Michelle Brannen. “Into the Wild Green Yonder: New 
Use for a Small Space.” Lightning presentation at the 
annual conference of the American Library Association, 
San Francisco, CA, June 25–30, 2015.

Michelle Brannen, Thura Mack, and Steven Milewski. 
“Sharing Recipes from Our Table: Disability Awareness 
at Two University Libraries.” Presentation to the annual 
conference of the Tennessee Library Association, 
Memphis, TN, April 22–24, 2015.

Anne Bridges and Ken Wise. “Putting Your Library 
on the Map: Database of the Smokies.” TechConnect 
presentation to the biennial conference of the 
Association of College and Research Libraries, 
Portland, OR, March 25–28, 2015.

Kris Bronstad and Chris Caldwell. “Scribbles on the 
Side: Revealing Marginalia for Research and Discovery.” 
Poster presented at the biannual conference of 
the Association of College and Research Libraries, 
Portland, OR, March 25–28, 2015.

Sojourna Cunningham and Anna Sandelli. “In Their 
Own Words: Using Whiteboards to Create Community 
and Assess Library Spaces.” Poster presented at the 
biannual conference of the Association of College and 
Research Libraries, Portland, OR, March 25–28, 2015.

Chris Durman and Grover Baker. “Music Reference.” 
Pre-conference workshop presented at the annual 
meeting of the Southeast Chapter of the Music Library 
Association, Baton Rouge, LA, October 2–4, 2014.

Chris Durman et al. “Howard Armstrong: The 
Legendary African-American String Band Musician 
and the Appalachian Community that Celebrates 
Him.” Presentation at the annual conference of the 
Appalachian Studies Association, Johnson City, TN, 
March 27–29, 2015.

Christopher Eaker, Peter Fernandez, et al. “Data 
Sharing Practices of Agricultural Researchers and Their 
Implications for the Land-Grant University Mission.” 
Webinar for the Food, Agriculture and Nutrition 
Division of the Special Libraries Association, May 13, 
2015.

Christopher Eaker and Ashley Maynor. “Points of 
Access: Integrating Digital Scholarship Services Across 
the Research Life Cycle.” Poster presentation at the 
Digital Library Federation Forum, Atlanta, GA, October 
27–29, 2014.

Joe Ferguson, Monica Ihli, Mike Rogers, and Maribeth 
Manoff. “Keep Calm and Alma On: Implementing Alma 
in Six Months.” Presented at the annual meeting of the 
Ex Libris Users of North America, Minneapolis, MN, May 
5–8, 2015. 

Corey Halaychik. “Streamlined Licensing Through 
Institutional Master Agreements: A Success Story.” 
Paper presented at Charleston Conference, Charleston, 
SC, November 3-8, 2014. 

Corey Halaychik. “Finding A Way: Negotiation Tips 
and Tactics.” Presented at The Collective conference, 
Knoxville, TN, February 18–20, 2015. 

Ashley Maynor. “Faculty Features: Opportunities and 
Challenges of Producing Long-Form Work.” Panel 
presentation at the annual conference of the University 
Film and Video Association, Montana State University, 
Bozeman, MT, August 5–9, 2014. 

Gail McMillan and Holly Mercer. “Library Publishing 
Costs Study: A First Look.” Presentation to the 2015 
Library Publishing Forum, Portland, OR, March 29–30, 
2015.

Steven Milewski et al. “You’ve Licensed It. Now 
What?” Panel presentation at the annual Charleston 
Conference, Charleston, SC, November 3–8, 2014.

Steven Milewski and Christine Fischer. “Watch This:  
Promoting Streaming Video on Campus.” LYRASIS 
webinar, March 10, 2015.

Mike Rogers. “Sharing Insight and Experience from an 
Alma Implementation.” Keynote address presented to 
the ExLibris Bluegrass Users Group Meeting, Lexington, 
KY, June 12, 2015.

Ingrid Ruffin et al. “Within Our Reach: Outreach and 
Engagement Strategies for Underserved Patrons.” 
Poster presentation to the biennial conference of 
the Association of College and Research Libraries, 
Portland, OR, March 25–28, 2015.

Ingrid Ruffin and Anna Sandelli. “Campus Crawl: 
Collaborations Taking Information Literacy Instruc-
tion Beyond Subject Matter and Into Student Life.” 
Presentation to the annual LOEX conference, Denver, 
CO, April 30–May 2, 2015. 

Rita Smith and Teresa Walker. “Did Coffee Fuel the Big 
Bang?: Libraries as the Epicenter of the Self-generating 
Partnership Model,” Poster presentation to the biennial 
conference of the Association of College and Research 
Libraries, Portland, OR, March 25–28, 2015.

Steven Smith, John Larson, and Maribeth Manoff.  
“Best Practices in Library Management System 
Implementation.” Presented at an Ex Libris Exhibitor 
Session, annual conference of the American Library 
Association, San Francisco, CA, June 25–30, 2015.

Steven Smith and Teresa Walker. “Why the Shine 
Don’t Sell: Student Success and the New Landscape of 
Resource Acquisition and Budget-Building in Academic 
Libraries.” Presentation to the annual Ex Libris 
Research Library Symposium, Coronado, CA, October 
27–28, 2014.

Teresa Walker and Regina Mays. “How Library 
Learning Spaces Contribute to Student Success: A 
LibValue Project.” Presentation to the 2014 Library 
Assessment Conference, Seattle, WA, August 4–6, 
2014.

GRANTS, AWARDS, & SERVICE

Anne Bridges, Russ Clement, and Ken Wise were 
honored with the East Tennessee Historical Society’s 
Award of Distinction for their book Terra Incognita: An 
Annotated Bibliography of the Great Smoky Mountains, 
1544–1934.

The Tennessee Digital Newspaper Project, directed by 
JoAnne Deeken, received an additional $345,000 from 
NEH to digitize historical Tennessee newspapers.

Chris Durman was elected vice-chair/chair-elect of the 
Southeast Chapter of the Music Library Association.

Corey Halaychik and Ashley Maynor co-founded and 
co-chaired The Collective, a new national conference 
for library professionals, February 2015.

Music librarian Nathalie Hristov and UT Violin Professor 
Miroslav Hristov received a grant from the Tennessee 
Arts Commission to bring the renowned Cuarteto 
Latinoamericano to campus for a public performance, 
lectures, and master classes. 

Judy Li’s paper “Serving as an Educator: A Southern 
Case in Embedded Librarianship” (Journal of Business 
and Finance Librarianship, 2012) was awarded an 
Emerald Citation of Excellence.

Project GRAD awarded Thura Mack the 2015 Vivian 
Haun Excellence in Service Award for her work with 
local inner-city high school students.

Librarian and film producer Ashley Maynor was named 
by The Independent as one of “10 to Watch” among 
filmmakers and multimedia producers. Something, 
Anything (produced by Ashley Maynor) was a New 
York Times Critics’ Pick. Some Beasts (Ashley Maynor, 
co-producer) was awarded a Special Jury Prize for 
Best Cinematography at the Dallas International Film 
Festival.

Holly Mercer was program co-chair for OR2015, the 
10th International Conference on Open Repositories, 
Indianapolis, IN, June 8–11, 2015.

David Ratledge was appointed to the Outreach 
Committee of the MetaArchive Cooperative, the 
international digital preservation network.

Steve Smith was appointed to the executive board of 
Tenn-Share, the statewide library consortium.

The UT Institute of Agriculture awarded Ann Viera the 
2015 J. E. Moss Award for her service to the UT College 
of Veterinary Medicine. 

Selected Scholarly Work from Our Faculty
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Collection, Service, and Scholarship Endowments 
Annual income from endowments allows the University Libraries to continue providing key resources for students 
and faculty. Endowments begin at $25,000. Donors may make a single gift or build an endowed fund over five years.

More than any other single entity, the library is the heart of a university. The 
quality of the library’s collection is a measure of the quality of campus-wide 
intellectual inquiry and the quality of education we give our students, the 
leaders of our future. You can help guarantee that our future leaders will 
receive the best possible education by making an investment in the Univer-
sity Libraries.

To make a gift, please make your check payable to the UT Foundation and 
write UTK Libraries in the memo line. You may send your gift to the librar-
ies’ director of development at the address shown. 

The University Libraries development team has made every effort to en-
sure the accuracy of this report. Please let us know if you see any errors or 
omissions. Every gift is important to our mission. 

Endowments & Gifts

COLLECTIONS—HUMANITIES

Gene “Mac” Abel Library Endowment 
East Tennessee history

Dr. Paul Barrette Music Library Endowment 
Music

Patrick Brady Memorial Library Endowment  
18th- and 19th-century French literature

James Douglas Bruce Endowment 
English

Hugh and Margaret Crowe Library Quasi-
Endowment 
Sociology, urban and regional planning

Kenneth Curry Library Endowment  
English and American literature, the arts, 
philosophy, classics, and history

Durant DaPonte Memorial Library Endowment  
American literature

Richard Beale Davis Humanities Library Endowment  
Humanities

Clayton B. Dekle Library Endowment  
Architecture

Audrey A. Duncan and John H. Fisher Library 
Endowment for the Humanities 
Humanities

Roland E. Duncan Library Endowment  
Latin American history

Dr. Harold Swenson Fink Library Endowment  
Medieval history

Dr. Stanley J. Folmsbee Library Endowment  
Tennessee and American history

Hodges Books for English Endowment  
English

Paul E. Howard Humanities Collection Library 
Endowment 
Humanities

Thomas L. James Library Endowment  
English

Mamie C. Johnston Library Endowment  
English

Jack and Dorothy McKamey Humanities 
Collection Library Endowment 
Humanities

Edward J. McMillan Library Endowment  
Religious studies

Flora Bell and Bessie Abigail Moss Endowment  
Humanities

John C. Osborne Memorial Library Endowment  
German literature and languages

Charles and Elnora Martin Paul Library 
Endowment  
History and English literature

John L. Rhea Foundation Library Endowment  
Classical literature

Norman B. Sayne Library Humanities Endowment  
Humanities

Dr. and Mrs. Walter Stiefel Library Endowment  
Romance languages

Charles A. Trentham Library Endowment  
Religious studies

United Foods Humanities Library Endowment  
Humanities

UTK Tomorrow Humanities Library Endowment  
Humanities

Bill Wallace Memorial Library Endowment  
Religious studies

Helen B. Watson Library Quasi-Endowment  
Music and art

Lindsay Young Library Endowment  
Humanities 

COLLECTIONS—SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine Library 
Endowment 
Agriculture

William Waller Carson Library Endowment  
Engineering

Frank M. Dryzer Library Endowment  
Mathematics/physics

Carolyn W. Fite Library Quasi-Endowment  
Microbiology, biochemistry, cellular and molecular 
biology

Armour T. Granger Library Endowment  
Engineering

Wayne and Alberta Longmire Library Endowment 
Monographs, journals, and audio/visual materials

Stuart Maher Memorial Endowment  
Chemistry, physics, engineering

Department of Mathematics Library Endowment  
Mathematics

Adrian Barry Meyers Library Quasi-Endowment  
Mathematics, computer sciences, science, biology, 
or engineering

Tillman and Kimberly Payne Endowment  
Agriculture and veterinary medicine

Dr. C. D. Sherbakoff Library Endowment  
Botany

R. Bruce Shipley Memorial Endowment  
Engineering

COLLECTIONS—SOCIAL SCIENCES

Renda Burkhart Library Endowment  
Business and accounting

Ira N. Chiles Library Endowment for Higher 
Education 
Higher Education

Human Ecology Library Development Endowment  
Human ecology

Kenwill Inc. Cartographic Information Center 
Endowment 
Map library

Phillip W. Moffitt Library Endowment  
Psychology

Social Work Alumni Library Endowment  
Social work

Frank B. Ward Library Endowment  
Business

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS

Dr. Bill and Carol Bass Library Endowment  
Special Collections

Wallace W. Baumann Quasi-Endowment  
Special Collections

Margaret Gray Blanton Library Endowment  
Special Collections

Margaret Graeme Canning Library Endowment  
Special Collections

Great Smoky Mountains Regional Project 
Endowment 
History of the Smoky Mountains

 For more information, contact:

Erin Horeni-Ogle 
Director of Development 
654 Hodges Library
Knoxville, TN 37996-1000 
865-974-0055
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COLLECTIONS—UNDESIGNATED

Reba and Lee Absher Memorial Library 
Endowment

Lalla Block Arnstein Library Endowment

Violet C. and James M. Blake Library 
Endowment

Tutt and Elizabeth Bradford Library 
Endowment

Max S. Bryan Library Endowment

Betsey Beeler Creekmore Library Endowment

William and Leona G. Crunk Library 
Endowment

Elizabeth and R. B. Davenport III Library 
Endowment

Nancy R. and G. Mack Dove Endowment

Mildred G. and James E. Fair Jr. Library 
Endowment

John B. Fugate Library Endowment

Thomas D. Gambill Library Endowment

Henry A. Haenseler Library Endowment

Natalie Leach and James A. Haslam II 
Endowment

J. C. Hodges–UT Alumni Library Endowment

H. Wheeler and Gladys Hollingsworth and John 
N. and Joanne Hughes Library Endowment

William H. Jesse Library Staff Endowment

Bill and Rena Johnson Endowment

Dr. and Mrs. A. H. Lancaster Library Endowment

Jack and Germaine Lee Endowment

Library Acquisitions Endowment

Alberta Longmire Library Endowment

Men’s Athletics Department Library 
Endowment

Angie Warren Perkins Library Endowment

B. Schiff Family and Betty J. Weathers 
Endowment

Jack Ross Shelton Library Quasi-Endowment

John J. and Carol C. Sheridan Endowment

J. Allen Smith Endowment

Walters Library Endowment

Guy C. Youngerman Library Endowment

William Elijah and Mildred Morris Haines Special 
Collections Library Endowment 
Special Collections

Angelyn Donaldson and Richard Adolf Koella 
Endowment 
Special Collections

Library Special Collections Endowment  
Special Collections

John E. and Mary Poitevent Redwine Endowment 
for the Great Smoky Mountains Regional Project 
History of the Smoky Mountains

Special Collections Library Endowment  
Special Collections

Dr. Fred O. Stone Library Endowment 
Special Collections

Judith D. Webster Library Preservation 
Endowment  
Preservation

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS continued EXCELLENCE ENDOWMENTS

Mr. and Mrs. Lytle A. Absher Library 
Endowment

Anonymous Library Endowment

Caroline Perry Cleveland Library Endowment

Ellis and Ernest Library Endowment

Franz/Myers Family Library Endowment

Hamilton National Bank Library Endowment

Dr. and Mrs. A. H. Lancaster Library Friends 
Lecture Endowment

Dr. and Mrs. A. H. Lancaster Visual Services 
Library Endowment

Library Employee Development Endowment

Library Technology Endowment

Edwin R. Lutz Memorial Library Endowment

Lois Maxwell Mahan Library Endowment

Bernie B. and Helen Martin Endowment

Dwight McDonald Library Endowment

Medbery Library Endowment

Harvey and Helen Meyer Endowment

Mitchell-Jarrett Endowment

Lucy S. Morgan Library Quasi-Endowment

Stanton and Margaret K. Morgan Libraries 
Endowment

Jack E. Reese Library Endowment

Lawrence C. Roach Library Endowment

William K. Salmons Libraries Endowment for 
Faculty Development

Louise and Aileen Seilaz Memorial Library 
Endowment

John W. and Janie D. Sitton Library Endowment

McGregor Smith Library Endowment

Otis H. and Mary T. Stephens Library 
Endowment

Florence B. and Ray B. Striegel Library 
Endowment

Valley Fidelity Bank Library Endowment

Mary Weaver Sweet Quasi-Endowment

Virginia Westfall and Josephine Ellis Library 
Quasi-Endowment

Dixie Marie Wooten Endowment

Ronald H. Wolf Library Endowment

SERVICE AWARDS

Red and Theresa Howse and Jim and Betty 
Papageorge Library Scholarship Endowment

Paul M. and Marion T. Miles Library Employee 
Incentive Award Endowment

Paul E. Trentham Sr. Library Staff Award for 
Exemplary Service Endowment

UTK Library Friends Service Endowment

JAMES D. HOSKINS LEGACY CIRCLE 
The James D. Hoskins Legacy Circle honors 
our friends who have included the University 
Libraries in their estate plans or other deferred 
gift arrangement. These gifts help to sustain the 
library by establishing collection, service, and 
scholarship endowments to continue a legacy of 
support for the University Libraries. We would 
like to thank the following friends who made gifts 
before June 30, 2015 . If you have included the 
University Libraries in your estate plans or would 
like information on how to do so, please contact 
Erin Horeni-Ogle at 865-974-0055.

Anonymous (2)
Jeff & Denise Barlow
Daniel & Anne Batey
Pauline Bayne
Helmut & Claudine Boehme
James & Shirley Bridges
Delbert & Debra Byrd
Betsey Beeler Creekmore
Anthony Crunk
Winston Davis
William & Barbara Dewey
Lew & Mary Jo Dougherty Jr.
Charles Duggan
Audrey Duncan
Emerson & Catherine Fly
Nathan & Mary Ford
Linda Natiello Friedland
Robert Gentry Jr.
Bernard & Lynda Greer
Mary Greer
Frances & Mary Gross
Bryan & Beth Jackson
Russell & Florence Johnston
Charles Jones Jr.
Janet Kennedy
Michael & Amye King
Bette Lathrop
Germaine Lee
Kenneth McFarland & Linda Phillips
A. Bunker Medbery Jr.
Paul & Marion Miles
Donald Nathan
Margaret Payne
Delane & Shirley Randolph
David & Marilyn Schreiber
Scott & Kathryn Selbach
Judith Slagle
Helen Smith
R. Larry & Sharon Smith
Otis Stephens Jr.
Fred & Helen Stone
Bruce & Nancy Sullivan
Michael Thomas
Charles West
Shan & Evelyn Wilcox
Michael & Martha Wilds

THIS YEAR, GIFTS WERE RECEIVED  
FROM THE ESTATES OF

Ada Marie Campbell

Elaine Evans

Jane Nielsen
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JOHN C. HODGES 
FELLOWS (LIFETIME 
GIVING TO UT 
LIBRARIES OF 
$25,000+)

Neal & Joan Allen

Anonymous 

Aslan Foundation 

Bacon & Company 

Bill & Carol Bass III

Joel & Jane Buchanan

John Caldwell III 

Betsey Creekmore 

Anthony Crunk 

Charlie & Patsy Daniel Jr.

Mack & Nancy Dove

Audrey Duncan 

Roberta Eblen 

Edward & Saundra 
Gamble

Graduate Student  
Association 

Bernard & Lynda Greer Jr.

Louis & Lucy Gump

James & Natalie 
Haslam II

Mark & Judy Hector

Home Federal Bank of 
Tennessee 

IAVO Research and 
Scientific 

Don Jett 

Bill & Rena Johnson

Gary Johnson 

George Kirchner 

Marie Leonard 

Richard & Patricia 
Mallicote

Jerry & Helen Maroon

A. Bunker Medbery Jr.

Paul & Marion Miles

S. Wylie Milligan 

Catherine Mizell 

Phillip Moffitt 

Townes Osborn 

Martha Osborne 

Jim & Betty  
Papageorge

William K. Salmons 

W. Earl & Patricia 
Tatum

Brent & Rachel  
Trentham

Warner Bros Inc. 

Robert Welker 

David & Sandra  
Williams

David & Debbie 
Wooten

DEAN’S CIRCLE  
$10,000 & Up

B. H. Breslauer  
Foundation

Bill & Carol Bass III

Estate of Ada Marie 
Campbell

Betsey Creekmore 

Winston Davis

Estate of Elaine Evans

Mark & Judy Hector

Kenneth McFarland & 
Linda Phillips

A. Bunker Medbery Jr.

Townes Osborn

William K. Salmons

Les & Marilyn Schreiber

Fred & Helen Stone Jr.

$5,000–$9,999

Emerson & Catherine 
Fly

Robert Gentry Jr.

Don Jett

Lance Vincent

$2,500–$4,999

Angelo Garbarino Jr.

Elna Harrison

Robert Harrison

Catherine Mizell

Kimberly & Tillman 
Payne III

Richard & Jane Ray

$1,000–$2,499

James Clodfelter

Sue Conley

Docuseek LLC

Roswitha & Arthur 
Haas

Karen Hughes & Ronald 
Petersen

Sufenne Hung

John Wiley & Sons Inc.

Jeff & Lyn Johnson

Kanopy, Inc.

Linda Lee

Oxford University Press

Jim & Betty  
Papageorge

Latha & Biddanda  
Ponnappa

Quest

Richard Rose

Suzanne & Craig Ross Jr.

Roberta Scull

Gloria Sells

Rita Smith

Rebecca Smithey

Springer 
Science+Business 
Media

Douglas Stickle

Taylor & Francis Group 
LLC

Helen & David Traver

Teresa Walker

Charles West

White Realty & Service 
Corp.

Marianne Woodside & 
Phil Hamlin

$500–$999

Gene Abel

Adam Matthew Digital 
Limited

Anne Bridges & Paul 
Cowan Bates

Loretta & Martin Brown

Ileen & Jimmy Cheek

Brooks & Karen Clark

Conquest Systems Inc.

Shirley & Jim Copeland

Jack Crabtree Jr.

Faye Crawford

JoAnne Deeken

EBSCO Industries Inc.

Arthur Echternacht

ExLibris Inc.

Gideon Fryer

Jerry Gibbs

Todd Hallerman

Rosalyn Hess

Sharla Hoskin

David Kirk Sr.

Sandra & Charlie  
Kuykendall

Sandra Leach

Richard & Patricia 
Mallicote

John & Mary Maples

Paul & Marion Miles

Otto Harrassowitz 
GmbH & Co. KG

Thomas Owens

Gavine Pitner

John & Nancy Ray

Carolyn Pipkin Rieben

Carol & John Sheridan

Steven Escar & Natalie 
Smith

Gene & Cecil Stickle

Third Iron LLC

Etta Mae Westbrook

Ken Wise & Deborah 
Thompson-Wise

Jessie Young

$250–$499

Gordon Backer

Gayle & David Baker

Tonya Louise Barnette

Wayne Branam

John & Gail Campbell

Howard Capito

Wayne & Patricia Clark

Michael Collins

Harold Lee Denton

Luther Dietrich

Wanda Dodson

Gerry Doubleday III

Nathan & Mary Ford

Evelyn & Fred French

Nivedita & Ranjan 
Ganguly

Cynthia & Judson Gash

Martha & James Gill

Christine Heckemeyer

Lawrence & Betty 
Hinman

Janice & Basil Hixson Jr.

Benjamin Hoptroff

Erin Horeni-Ogle & 
Daniel Ogle

Bruce & Lauren  
Jennings

Elizabeth & John Jones

Bradley Kerr Sr.

Brian Lapps Jr.

Thomas Lloyd

Diana Lopez

Patricia & Phillip  
Michelet

David Mongold

Thomas & Betty Neal Jr.

Corinne & Edward 
Patrick

Michael Ralston

Jan & Wanda Rosinski

Molly & David Royse

Glenda Sasser-Rogers

Michael & Connie 
Schingle

Livy Simpson

David Sims

Susan Thompson

Willie Turner Jr.

University Women’s 
Club of UTK

Walter de Gruyter 
GmbH

Micheline Westfall

Ward Wilson Jr.

Gregory Womac

$100–$249

Mary Ann & Charles 
Aiken

Paul & Dorothy Akin

Ramona Rachelle Allen

AMEC Earth & Environ-
mental Inc.

Carolyn & Richard 
Anderson

Atilio Anzellotti

Jean & Stephen Ash

Kathleen Bailey

William & Margaret 
Baldauf

Jennifer Beals

Patricia Bell-Scott

Robert & Susan Benner

William Bible

Mary & William  
Blackmon Jr.

Gracia Bobbitt &  
Harold Roth

Johnnie Boling Jr.

Sandra Bonafont

Karen & Chase  
Bramwell

Patricia & John Branch

Carolyn & James 
Brandle

Linda Breeden

Doris & Leonard  
Brinkman Jr.

Charlotte & Ernest 
Brothers

Lori Bunch

Mary & Patrick Calie

Kelvin & Laurie  
Campbell

Jim Casada

Carey & James  
Chambers

Caroline & Justin Colley

Carol & James Conklin

Jerry Cook

Robin Cox

Margaret & Duncan 
Crawford

Frances & Charles 
Darnell

Linda & Michael  
Davidson

Robert & Sharon 
Davies

Joseph Dixon

Melora Doan

Ann Dobbins

Martha Edington

John Eley

Timothy Enloe

Brooke Everett

Alice & Walter Farkas

Dianne Foster

Hartwell Francis

Edward & Saundra 
Gamble

William & Sara Gillis

David & Ann Gorwitz

Alan Goslen

James & Lucy Graves

Mary Elizabeth & Mike 
Green

Michael & Elizabeth 
Greene

David Greer

Trevor Gregory

Joan Hanks

Rebecca & Joseph 
Haskins

Kenneth Horner

Steven Isbill

Mildred Jaquish

Nan Jesse

Patricia Jobe

David & Lisa Jones

John Kaley

Marilyn Kallet & Louis 
Gross

Matthew Kelley

James Kelly

John & Dianne Kerr

Brant & Pamela Kersey

Robert Knies

Rudolf Koester

Michael Kopp

William Leach

Mark & Lagretta Lenker

Jane Leonard

Charles Lynch

Archie Mathews

Willia McKinney
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Holly Mercer & Robin 
Bedenbaugh

Janet Miles

David Mitchell

Mollie Mitchell

Anne & Frederick 
Moffatt

Jennifer Montgomery

Mary Moon

Trevor Moulden

Michael Mullen

Janet Murray

Melinda Murtaugh

Catherine & William 
Neal Jr.

Bradley Nitzberg

Karen Ousley

Samuel Overstreet

Penny Parker

Margaret Partee

Trena Paulus & David 
Atkins

Cameron Perry

Jane & James Phillips

Purnima Pinnaduwage

Frank Pittenger

Joseph Prestia

Carol Price

Fennelly Quigley

Rachel Radom

Shirley & Delane  
Randolph

David Ratledge

Ann Marie Ricardi

Nancy & Gordon  
Ridenour

Sharon & Leonard Ritt

Maggie Robinson

Thomas Rogero

Jane & David 
Schumann

Barbara Schwartz

Donald & Eleanor 
Sellstrom

Susan Shaw

Stephen Smalling

Margaret Elaine Smith

Anthony Soza

Carolyn Spillane

RePaul Sprecher

Larry Stanifer

Chris Stephens

Scott Stewart

Nancy & Marzel Stiefel

Beth & Stephen 
Strickler

Joyce Stubbs

Bruce & Nancy 
Sullivan 

Kristen Taynor

Kathryn Thomas

Steve Thomas

Michael Thomason

Van Ha To-Cowell

Penelope & Bruce 
Tschantz

Dwayne Turner

Kay Tyler

Anthony & Janet 
Venditti

Laura Voekel

Sheila Von Mayer

Jeffrey Wadlington

Blake Wahlert

Celia Walker

Robert Walker Jr.

Alan Wallace & Leah 
Cox

Rasheeda Washington

Patricia & Jack Watson

William Watson

Sarah Weeks

James Whiteaker

Arthur & Maureen 
Wiesemann

Elizabeth Wilson

Hal Wilson

Mary Witherspoon

Eric Wood

$1–$99

Jerrold Adkisson

Nellie Al-Saigh

Amy Atchison

Caroline Barnett

Zane Bell

Christopher & Janet 
Benefield

Dale Bentz

Priscilla Bevins

Julie Blair

Sharon Boring

Wilma Boy

Judith Boyd

Michelle Brannen

Benjamin Brewer

Kris Bronstad

Julie Brown

Susan Bryant

Nancy Butkovich

Regina Calabro

Janella Carpenter

William & Leslie Carr

Brad Chambers

Benjamin Chandler

Wanda & Chi Chen

Linda Corriveau

Ashley Cox

Walter Creech

Margaret Cross

Charlie & Patsy Daniel

Harry Davis

Vicki Davis

Susan Deaver

Perrin Diatikar

Ed Dickerhoof

Lana & David Dixon

John & Anne Dowis

Judith Duvall

Samuel Edwards

Sam Elliott

Sam Ervin

Judith & Stephen 
Eubank

Dorothy & John Fonville

John & Christy  
Foreman

Mark Francis

Jessica Gadd

Helen Galloway

Brian Gard

Delores Ann Gibson

Dane & Laura Gillaspie

Heidi & Robert Gillis

Stephen & Renee Gould

Thomas Gray

Sara Green

Daniel Greene

Sara & Matthew 
Gregory

Jonathan Guilford

Corey Halaychik

Deborah Hamilton

Sue Hayes

Samuel Helton

Donna Hicks

Christine Holloway

Deanna Howard

Lawrence Hribar

Bonnie Hufford

Darren & Joanna 
Hughes

Elizabeth Jackson

Sindhu Jagadamma

Charles Jones Jr.

Richard & Judy Kane

Kristie Kemper

Elizabeth Kent

Holly & John Kizer

Nancy Lange

Loren Lee

John Lensgraf

Aimee Leverette

Nancy Lurana Lindsey

Lawrence Madaras & 
Margaret Cullen

Maribeth Manoff

Gregory March

Haylee Marshall

Jon & Nicole Martin

Regina Mays

John & Colene McCord

Edward McQuail III

Thomas Melnichok

Earle Millican III

Stephanie Miranda

Steven Monteith

Alexander Moran

Annie & Oscar Moser Jr.

Joan Nichols

Danuta Nitecki

Chris Obear

Robert & Nancy  
Ordman

Jonathan & Lisa Overly

Linda Palmer

Sneha Patel

Joan Patton

Margaret Paydar

Patricia Pennington

Teresa Perry

Sandra Putnam

Jo Railsback

Daniel Ream & Lucretia 
McCulley

Mae Reeves

James & Patsy  
Ring-Boulie

Rhee Robinson

Rebecca Roller-Barton

Kathryn Roskow

Ingrid Ruffin

John Seay

Louise Senatore

Kelly Sheppard

Susan & Alan Shields

Harriet & Frederick 
Simmons

Edward Smith

Melissa Smith

Carolyn & Edgar Spann

Kenneth Stephenson

David Stiefel

Elizabeth Stiefel

Joseph Stiefel

Larry Strange

Julie Tate

Gary Taylor

William & Angela 
Thacker

Ruth & Gilbert  
Van Over Jr.

Luis & Loida Velazquez

John & Gail Way

Lynne Wester

Lillian Williams

David Wilson & Ann 
Viera

Jason Wood

Susan Wood

Amy Yancey

Xiang Ye

Debbie Youngman

IN HONOR OF

Theresa Lee

Jack Love

Thomas & Rosemary 
Mariner Jr.

Matt Shafer Powell

Martha Rudolph

Joseph & Nancy Stiefel

Nikki Tyndall

IN MEMORY OF

Betty Bell

Edward Boling

Frances Crawford

Finos Eley

John Fisher

Jane Hazlewood

Lorayne Lester

Janet Lundy

Patrick McKenry

Frank Murtaugh Jr.

Jean Springer

Friedemann Stallmann

Irene Stewart

Holly Watts

Thomas Wheeler

Astra Williams 

COLLECTIONS 
MATERIAL DONORS

Anonymous

Daniel Baugh

Marianne Custer

Winston Davis

Riva Dean

Audrey Duncan

Bill Eigelsbach

Jim Farmer

Don Ferguson

Jerre Haskew

Health Physics Society

Douglas Helms

Jo Henry

Clyde Horton

Jeff Johnson

Arthur Lensgraf

David Madden

John Marius

Donna Matney

Aubrey and Marla 
Mitchell

Danuta Nitecki

Ossoli Circle

James Perkins

Maryellen Richard

Willa Schneberg

Ed Speer

Jim Stokley

Joe Sutterlin Jr.

Roger Taylor

Tom Watermulder

George Webb

US Geological Survey
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but the craft of distilling 
spirits began long before 
prohibition or popcorn 
sutton; it can be traced all 
the way back to ancient 
greece and egypt. 

Special Collections recently purchased an ex-
tremely rare first edition of one of the earliest 
texts documenting the practical process of distil-
lation. It is the work of Philipp Ulstad, a sixteenth- 
century physician and professor of medicine in 
Switzerland. Ulstad was closely connected with 
the German alchemist Hieronymus Brunschwig, 
who in 1500 published Liber de arte destillandi 
(The Book of the Art of Distillation). In 1525, Ul-
stad published his seminal work, Coelum philoso-
phorum seu de secretis naturae liber. (The Heaven 
of the Philosophers, or the Book of the Secrets of 
Nature). The manual served as the standard au-
thority on the preparation and use of distillates for 
nearly a century. This first edition is very rare, with 
the only other copy in the United States held by the 
University of Wisconsin–Madison. It went through 
more than twenty editions and was translated into 
German and French. Ulstad’s ideas reappear in the 
later writings of other prominent scientists includ-
ing Konrad Gesner and Andreas Libavius.

Ulstad’s work was influential largely due to 
his clear and concise technical descriptions of the 
processes of distillation and the apparatus used. 
Other alchemy guides of the time were intention-
ally written obscurely or even in code to keep the 
information hidden from those who might abuse it. 
His was the first accurate and accessible summary 
of distilling methods. In addition, he discussed the 
practical use of the remedies for physicians and 
apothecaries and listed recipes for spiced wines 
and clarets. His detailed directions were accompa-
nied by the same type of woodblock illustrations 
used by Brunschwig. Many of the illustrations de-
pict the apparatus used in the distillation process. 
During the Middle Ages, astrology and alchemy 
were considered genuine sciences and serious-
ly pursued by physicians. Ulstad’s practical text 
helped define boundaries between the practices 
of astrology and chemistry, paving the way for the  
establishment of medicine and chemistry as part-
ner disciplines.

With the assistance of the B. H. Breslauer 
Foundation, Special Collections was able to secure 
the purchase of this unique volume. The foun-
dation was established and endowed by the late  
Bernard H. Breslauer with the main purpose of 
giving grants to libraries that collect rare books 
and manuscripts in the United States. Now this in-
fluential rare piece can serve as the cornerstone for 
Special Collections’ growing holdings of materials 
documenting the history of moonshine and distil-
lation, from its earliest practitioners to bootleggers 
in the communities of Appalachia.

by Jennifer 
Benedetto Beals

FROM 

MEDIEVAL 

ALCHEMY 

TO

Special Collections 
continually seeks new 
areas on which to focus 
acquisitions. We look 
for topics with regional 
significance that have 
potential for broad impact. 
One such area is the 
ancient art of moonshining. 

Bootlegging has long been the subject 
of storytelling in the Appalachian 
Mountains. The illegal distillation of 
spirits was a popular trade in Ten-
nessee well before Prohibition, and 
when legal distilleries were forced to 
shut down in 1920 the demand for 
illegal spirits dramatically increased. 
Although moonshine could be a toxic 
combination of many ingredients—
which might include paint thinner, 
antifreeze, and even embalming 
fluid—thirsty locals were eager to 
imbibe. After Prohibition ended and 
legal distilleries opened their doors, 
the moonshine tradition carried on in 
Tennessee. Perhaps the most famous 
moonshiner was Marvin “Popcorn” 
Sutton, who continued to practice 
his craft until 2009, when he was 
arrested by federal authorities. He 
even self-published guides and taped 
videos documenting his process. 

 tennessee
moonshine

LIBRARIES

Special Collections
will preserve this rare 
sixteenth-century treatise 
on distilling spirits. It will 
be the cornerstone of our 
unique research collection 
on making moonshine.

Left page and below: Coelum 
philosophorum seu de 
secretis naturae liber. Special 
Collections, University of 
Tennessee Libraries.

Thanks to the 
Sugarlands 

Distillery for 
allowing us to 

photograph their 
moonshine still.
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AUGUST 14, 2014
One Search unified search box goes live. 

In fall 2014 we upgraded our discov-
ery tool, Primo from Ex Libris, and 
gave it a new name. A single search 
in the libraries’ One Search box now 
returns not only our own local hold-
ings but links to the full text of journal 
articles, e-books, and hundreds of 
millions of other e-resources available 
on the web.
 
In December 2014 we went live with 
Alma, our vendor’s cloud-hosted 
library services platform. This system, 
which replaced our previous inte-
grated library system, is helping us 
to streamline management of daily 
library operations such as acquisitions, 
cataloging, and circulation. 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2014
Launch of The Dr. 
William M. Bass III 
Collection, an online 
digital archive of 
field notes from the 
collection of UT’s 
famous forensic 
anthropologist. 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2014 
The Library Society 
of the University of 
Tennessee celebrates 
the acquisition of the 
Andrew Jackson Family 
Bible.

NOVEMBER 10, 2014
Newfound Press publishes From Joseph 
Bensman: Essays on Modern Society, 
edited by Robert Jackall and Duffy 
Graham.

Newfound Press, a digital imprint of 
the University of Tennessee Libraries, 
publishes peer-reviewed books and 
multimedia works. Newfound Press 
titles can be downloaded or read 
online, and selected titles are available 
for print-on-demand through UT Press.

NOVEMBER 18, 2014
Launch of The William Derris Collection: 
Phase 1, an online digital collection 
of photographs of the Great Smoky 
Mountains taken from the 1940s 
through the 1960s. 

DECEMBER 18, 2014
Switchover to Alma cloud-hosted 
library services platform.

FEBRUARY 2, 2015
Launch of Photographs from the 
Life and Career of Howard Baker, an 
online digital collection selected from 
images in the libraries’ Modern Political 
Archives.

FEBRUARY 18, 2015
Launch of The William Derris Collection: 
Phase 2, an online digital collection of 
film clips of the Great Smoky Mountains 
taken from the 1940s through the 
1960s. The libraries added folk songs 
performed by local musicians.

FEBRUARY 18–20, 2015
The Collective national library 
conference, Knoxville.

The Collective, founded by 
two UT librarians, is a hybrid 
conference/“unconference” for 
academic librarians. All sessions 
are participatory, skills-based, or 
takeaway-driven. Session topics 
are selected through an open 
and transparent public vote and 
peer review process. A total of 
170 librarians from more than 100 
institutions attended this inaugural 
conference on the theme “Libraries 
as Curators and Creators.”

FEBRUARY 21, 2015
During the Four-Hour Film Festival 
sponsored by University Libraries and 
the Division of Student Life, student 
teams filmed, edited, and screened 
their creations in a mere four hours.

MARCH 12, 2015
The Library Society of the University of 
Tennessee and the Friends of the Knox 
County Public Library host an evening 
with folk musician Dom Flemons. 

APRIL 2, 2015
University Libraries awards 
prizes in the spring Student 
Art in the Library juried 
competition.

APRIL 6, 2015
The UT Libraries publishes 
an online facsimile of the 
1857 edition of The Harp 
of Columbia, a shape-
note hymnal that was first 
published in Knoxville in 
1848 by W. H. & M. L. Swan.

APRIL 7, 2015
The Library Society of the 
University of Tennessee 
celebrates The David 
Madden Collection with a 
lecture by the renowned 
novelist, poet, playwright, essayist,  
and critic.

APRIL 19, 2015
Launch of The 
WWII Oral Histories 
Collection, an online 
digital collection 
of interviews with 
veterans of World 
War II, collected 
over twenty-five 
years by the Center 
for the Study of War 
and Society.

APRIL 20, 2015
Launch of The Estes Kefauver Image 
Collection, an online digital archive of 
photographs from the 
collection of the late US 
senator from Tennessee.

APRIL 24, 2015
Newfound Press 
publishes Recovery, 
Renewal, Reclaiming: 
Anthropological Research 
toward Healing, edited by 
Lindsey King (Southern 
Anthropological Society 
Proceedings, No. 43).

OCTOBER 13, 2014
The University Libraries awards prizes in 
the fall Student Art in the Library juried 
competition.

OCTOBER 23, 2014
The University Libraries celebrates the fifth 
anniversary of Trace.

The University Libraries hosts our 
institution’s open archive, Trace (the 
Tennessee Research and Creative 
Exchange). Our librarians encourage 
UT faculty to self-archive their research 
and creative work in Trace. Apparently, 
faculty members understand that 
open access improves the visibility and 
impact of their research and scholarship, 
because more than 28,000 documents 
are archived. Our institutional archive has 
logged more than four million full-text 
downloads—almost a million and a half 
in the past year alone. Researchers from 
around the world use the documents 
in Trace. Watch researchers download 
documents in real time at  
trace.tennessee.edu.

OCTOBER 30, 
2014
The Library 
Society of the 
University of 
Tennessee 
celebrates The 
Dr. William 
M. Bass III 
Collection 
with a lecture 
by the world-
renowned 
forensic 
anthropologist.

ou
r 
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APRIL 27, 2015 
A joint celebration: The UT chapter 
of SALUTE honors the service and 
academic excellence of student 
veterans. The UT Libraries celebrates 
the WWII Oral Histories Project.

JUNE 4, 2015 
Newfound Press publishes searchable 
online versions of The Correspondence 
of James K. Polk, volumes X, XI, and XII 
(July 1845–July 1847).

A Statistical  
Snapshot of  
2014–2015

WE OWN 3.5+ MILLION VOLUMES AND  

PROVIDE ACCESS TO 666,000+ ELECTRONIC 

BOOKS AND 79,000+ ELECTRONIC  

JOURNALS AND SERIALS.

STATS
Students borrowed 
laptops from the 
Commons 26,220 times. 
Cameras, videorecorders,  

and accessories were 
borrowed from the 
Studio 36,170 times.

We reach students in  
the classroom; at the  
research desk; by phone,  
e-mail, text, and chat; and by 
appointment with one of 28 subject 
librarians with expertise in a wide 
range of disciplines.

24,430 
RESEARCH 
QUESTIONS 

ANSWERED

Our nearly 49 miles of bookshelves would run the length of about 860 football fields

BOOKS, PERIODICALS, AND  

MEDIA BORROWED FROM THE  

UT LIBRARIES’ COLLECTIONS: 159,500

640  LIBRARY 

INSTRUCTION CLASSES 

REACHED 20,165 

PARTICIPANTS

6  librarians sport

         customized orange

         Converse for Big

      Orange Friday.

AND 
COUNTING

Photo by Tim Duffy
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