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THE UNIVERSITY OF

TENNESSEE

KNOXVILLE

June 17, 2021

Dr. Belle S. Wheelan

President

SACS Commission on Colleges
1866 Southern Lane

Decatur, GA 30033

Re: Program Closure — Master of Science in Nursing (MSN)
Dear Belle,

The University of Tennessee, Knoxville’s (UTK) College of Nursing faculty have discontinued
the Master of Nursing degree in favor of an existing Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP). Students
were no longer admitted after summer 2019, and the last graduates will finish matriculating in
August 2021.

Due to multiple leadership changes in the College, the reporting of this closure was delayed. The
programmatic accreditor, Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthetist Education Programs
(COA) is also being notified at this time.

e Students were informed individually by faculty members during academic advising
sessions, and a conspicuous statement was posted on the department’s website for
prospective students not yet in contact with faculty members or admissions staff.

e Faculty members were involved in the decision to close the program through the
customary curricular process. No staff members have been impacted as a result of this
change.

e Enrolled students will be able to matriculate through the MSN program until August
2021. There are no part-time or out-of-sequence students enrolled in the program.

e There were no additional charges or other expenses charged to students.

e The two full-time anesthesia faculty members are fully employed supporting both
programs until August. Faculty and staff will be fully engaged supporting this and other
programs in the College.
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If you have questions, please contact me at 865-974-3635 or via email hhartman@utk.edu.
Warm regards,

RN

Heather Hartman
SACSCOC Liaison

Enclosure

cc: Donde Plowman, Chancellor
John Zomchick, Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor
R.J. Hinde, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs
Sadie Hutson, Executive Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, College of Nursing

Office of the Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor
527 Andy Holt Tower  Knoxville, TN 37996-0152
865-974-2445 865-974-4811 fax  provost.utk.edu
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