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Words and their Meaning
The “F” Word and More

Isaiah Washington

Ann Coulter

Use in Film

“Faggot”

“Faggot”

Think about what you are saying -- who you are offending -- What you are
implying when you use this word

In the inquisition of Europe, when witches were being burned, among those
sought out for burning were homosexuals. They were required to gather the very
"bundles of sticks" (the real meaning of a faggot) with which they would be burnt.
When the faggots (sticks) were running out, homosexuals were thrown on the fire
to keep it going for the witches. Faggot came to mean gay man.

• Why is a bundle of sticks equated with a
gay man?

• Webster would say it is a bundle a sticks

“Faggot”

Duh, it's because
Hildabeast is frickin' scary!
She has that evil
mastermind look...and
that's besides her butch
lesbo appeal.

Anne Bonny and Mary Reed captained a very successful pirate venture and
completed several lucrative raids of the British Empire. Reporters often noted
their predilection for wearing men's clothing, and one editorial avoided the
unpleasant connotations of cross dressing by using a French word which refers
to men's clothing, dike. Over the years, this term was corrupted to the modern
form 'dyke'.

• The word first appeared in 1710 in British newspaper stories about presumed
homosexuals Anne Bonny and Mary Reed

• Contrary to popular belief it has nothing to do with waterways or canals

“Dyke”

from a 1922 publication of the Children's Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor. Here, the use of
quotation marks around the word suggests that it was not widely known at the time.

"A young man, easily ascertainable to be unusually fine in other
characteristics, is probably 'queer' in sex tendency." ("The Practical Value
of Scientific Study of Juvenile Delinquency").

• First "official" use to designate a male homosexual in the U. S. has been dated
to 1922, with the earliest example in the OED (Oxford English Dictionary)

• Gained usage in the 16th century

• Comes from the Indo-European root -twerkw, which also yields the German
quer (transverse), the Latin torquere (to twist), and the English athwart

• Literally means "across“

• Dictionary definitions - Odd, oblique, unconventional, deviating from the
expected or normal, strange

“Queer”

The use of the term gay, as it relates to homosexuality, is documented as early
as the 1920s. This quotation from Gertrude Stein’s Miss Furr & Mrs. Skeene
(1922) is possibly the first traceable use of the word, though it is not altogether
clear whether she uses the word to mean lesbianism or happiness:

They were ...gay, they learned little things that are things in being gay,
... they were quite regularly gay.

“Gay”

These lyrics were sung by four overdressed 1890s dandies in the
1920 musical Bitter Sweet by Noel Coward. This is the first
uncontested use of the word “gay” being used to refer to being
homosexuals.

Pretty boys, witty boys, You may sneer
At our disintegration.
Haughty boys, naughty boys,
Dear, dear, dear!
Swooning with affectation...
And as we are the reason
For the "Nineties" being gay,
We all wear a green carnation.

“Gay”

• The illness of homosexuality was removed from the DSM in 1973, but the clinical
connotation of the word was already embedded in society.

• Gay was the preferred term since homosexual was the name used by the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders to denote men affected by
the mental illness of same-sex attraction

• In the 1960’s, gay became the term predominantly preferred by homosexual men
to describe themselves

“Gay”

Think about what you are saying -- who you are
offending -- What you are implying when you use
these words

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gay
Lesbian
Bisexual
Homosexual (Clinical)
Queer (Positive/Negitive)
Sexual Orientation not Preference
Gender Identity (How you feel you are)/
Transgender (Transsexual/Crossdresser)

Appropriate Terms
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