
Permitting Memory 

 

This project has been a process study of the temporary architectural phenomenon. Through a series of 

investigations, beginning with a case study of the Olympics, and ultimately a closer look at the implications 

created from the following image, my project looks to address a particular set of memories produced by an 

instance of overlapping spectacle. The first, the 1984 Winter Olympic Games in Sarajevo, and less than a 

decade later, violent civil war resulting in the dissolution of former Yugoslavia. From this image, and 

knowledge of the site, temporary becomes spectacle, becomes memory, becomes permitted activity. 

 

The people of Sarajevo have acknowledged what has happened here, but choose not to dwell on the past. 

The site exists as its own archive. For my proposal, it is necessary to acknowledge what is happening, 

separate from what has occurred before, and allow new memories to be made. Just as this site has 

dictated what particular events have and may possibly occur, history and new activity permit further 

program.  

 

A hostel fits here as a means to encourage natural re-inhabitation while allowing the visitor to determine 

what they may experience without formal suggestion. In essence, it allows history and memory, simply, to 

continue. As permitted, program becomes a place to gather, a space to meet, a room to recover and 

reflect. 
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confinement surrounded :

escaping the past
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vertical ascent : replicating the journey of the traveler

concealment : beneath the earth, rooted in land and safe from history / bunker 

view from 44’ 8”
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communal arrangement ::  oopppporrttuunnniity ttoo prommooootttttttte iinnnttteerraacttiivviitttyy

ccoonvveerrssaattioon ::: ssstttooorryyteelllliinnngg bbbecccooommmeeess pprroooddduucctt oooff ppeerrsssssssooooooooonnaal eexxxpppeeerreeeiinnnccee 
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TTThhheee vvvvvvvvviiiiiiissssssssiiiiiiitttooorrr ssiitttsss qqquuiieeetttlllyyy ooonnn hhhiiisss bbuunnnkkk. AAn ninne hhoouuurr ffllliggghhtt frroomm aaccrooossssss thee AAAtttlllaanttic. vvvaaacccaaatttiiiooonnn,, ooof aaa ssoorrrtttsss. 

iigggmmmaaannn oooffffffffeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrreeeeeeeddddddd  mmmuuccchhh tttooo ooccccccuupppyyy thhee tyyypppiicaall toouuurrriisstt.. hhooommmeee tttooo tthheee ffooorrrmmmeerrr 11199988844 wwwiiinntteerr  ooolymmpppiiccc ggaammmeesss,, tthhee 

tttooowwweerriiinnnggg ssstttrrruucccccccctttttttttuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrreesss ooff aaa ffooorrgggooottttten ssskkii jummmppp ssstannd ttaallll,, ccrrumbbblllinggg wwithh ttthe ffallll ooof theee wwweesstteerrrnn sssuuunn 

bbbeeelllooowww ttthhee mmoouunnntttaaaiinnssssssss pppppppppeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaakk.. ttthhhiiisss is ssoollliittuudee.. aaa ddeecaaade ppaasssseeesss. 

eeexxpplloossiioonnss..  mmoorrttaaarr  aaannnddd gguunnffiirrree. tttttttthhhhhhhheeeeeee ssscccrrreeeaammmsss  ooofff fffuuugggiiitttiiivvvee ccciiivviilliaaannnss asss ttthheeeyyy fflleeeee ttthhrrrooouuuggghhh ttthhee vvaaallllleeyyy annnddd 

ffooootthhiillllss bbeeyyooonnnddd. TThhee yyyeeeaarrr iisss 11199999333.. ttthhhhhhhhheeeeeeee sssssssssiiiiiiieeegggeee ooof sssaaarrraaajjeeevvo haaass bbeeenn oonnngggoooiinnnggg fooorrr oover eellleveenn mmmooonthhsss nooowww... 

wwhheenn wwwiillll iittt  ssstttooopp??? sssooo lllooonngg  aaasss tthhhee mmmooouunntttaaaaaaiiiiiiiinnnnnnn hhhhhhhooolldddsss,, ttthhe aartttiilllleeerrryyy sshhhaaalllll sstaaayyy wwwitthhh iiittt. hhhow to mmove  aaa 

mmmooouunnttaaaaiinn??? 

tthhee vvvviisssiitttooorr pppaaauussseessss aaannnddd rrreeeffllleeeccccttss ooonn ttthhhee hhhiissttttoooorrrryyyy ssuurrrrrrrooouuuunddddiiinnnggggggggg hhhhhhhhiiiiiiimmmmmmm. wwwhy iisss it he ccaaammmee aaagggaaaiiinnn??? ooohhh yyyeeesss.. tttooo 

eeexxxpppeeerrriiieeennncccee.. tttooo fffeeeeeelll tthhee cccrriiisssppp mmmooouunnntttaaaiiinnn aaaiirrr, aaanndd tteeemmmppptt ffaaattteee aaatt 

ttthhheeee llliipp ooofff ttthheee jjjuummmpppsss. tttoo iisssoolllaattteee hhhiiimmmsseeelllff fffrrroooomm ttthhheee ttyyppiiccaaall. 

rrruullleeess??? ttthheeerree aarree nnnoo rrruuullleeesss hheerrrree. hhhee ccaaann sskkkii.. hhee cccaan jjuuummmppp. 

hhhe cccaaannn cccllliiimmbb.. hhee cccaann wwwaaallkkk.. nnoottthhhiinnngg ssstttaaanndddsss ttooo sssuuugggggeeesst

wwhhaatt iisss  aaaallllllooowwweeeddd. ttthheee mmeeemmooorrryy iiissss  hhhhiissss tttooo mmaaakkeee..

wwaallllkkkkiiinnngg ddooowwwnnssttaaiiirrrsss,, hhheee mmmeeeeeetts aa nnneeewwww 

fffaaccceeee. tthiisss ffaccee ddoeess nnnooottt ssspppeeeeaaaakkkk 

eennngglliiisshh. bbuutt oohh ttthhhee ttaallleeesss iittt wwwwoooouuulllddd ttteellll 

iifff it couulddd.. offf ssuunnrrrissess, aannddd ppppiiillleeesss oofff ssnnnooowww, 

ooff pppiicccnniiccss oonn tthhe mmeeedaall ssstttaaanndddsss, aaannndd 

vvoollllleeeyybbaallllll in ttthhhee ffiieelllddd. he iss a sssaaaarraaajjeevvvvaaannn..

aaanndd hhee,,  wwweeellllll.....

hhee hhaaass ccoommee ttoo forrggeeettt.
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