
The University of Tennessee, Knoxville Office of Research and the University Libraries have established a fund of $20,000 for FY 2008-2009 to pay fees that support open access journals. This pilot program extends through June 2009 or until funding is exhausted and will be evaluated for continuation.
Eligible charges are “article processing charges” levied by open access publishers such as the Public Library of Science and BioMedCentral. Any open access publication will be considered, provided that articles are made freely available at the time of initial publication with no embargo periods.
Open access publishing is a model for the communication of research and scholarship with the following characteristics: 1) materials are in digital format; 2) on the Internet; and 3) freely available to users. Open access insures that scholarly work will be broadly disseminated and discovered. It is provided primarily through journals and institutional archives (sometimes called repositories). Like traditional journals, scholarly open access journals undergo peer review, with quality determined by factors related to article con[image: image1][image: image23.png]HE UNIVERSITYof
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tent, citation counts, author prominence, and publisher reputation. Open access publishing is one cost-effective alternative to the traditional subscription-based publishing model.
Key benefits of open access publishing are that authors retain their copyrights and receive greater exposure for their research results. Peer-reviewed scholarly works created with no expectation of direct monetary return can be freely available throughout the world via the Internet, for anyone to read, download, copy, distribute, and use with attribution. The cost to produce digital open-access literature, generally lower than publishing print literature, is borne by researchers and their sponsoring organizations. Although not all open access publishers charge processing fees, some that do will negotiate the payment required, and payment is separate from the peer-review process. 
Braquet, Donna and Linda Phillips. Walking the Walk: A Path to Support Open Access Publishing.Poster session at the American Library Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL, July 11, 2009. 
Open Publishing Support Fund Application Form  (All fields are required.)
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Priority will be given to applicants who do not have grants or other institutional funds to cover open access fees. Please confirm that you do not have other sources of funding that could be used to cover open access fees by checking this box.
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