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ABSTRACT

This study concentrates on understanding the gasdynamics of T-layer interaction in

the MHD channel, and on predicting the performance potential of MHD devices

(generator and accelerator) that use the T-layer principle. The effects of applying a

nonequilibrium plasma without seed in the T-layer MHD device is evaluated. Argon is

used as the working fluid.

A one-dimensional unsteady model is developed to simulate the T-layer MHD

process with a nonequilibrium plasma which is described by a two-temperature model.

The unsteady model is coupled with a criterion for determining the onset of

nonequilibrium plasma. The derived unsteady governing equations are solved

numerically by a second-order high-resolution TVD (total variation diminishing) scheme.

A quasi-steady model based on works of Vasilyev et is included in this study to

provide more support to the results obtained.

Sample cases with typical operating conditions of the T-layer MHD generator as

well as accelerator are examined. Reasonable consistency is seen between the results

calculated by the two models. In the results, significant elevation of the electron

temperature over the gas temperature is observed. The unsteady model is also verified

by reported experimental results. When including the voltage drop due to the cold wall

boundary, acceptable agreement is found between the calculated results and the

experimental data with the exception in matching the peak value of current density.

The processes in the MHD channel coupled with a formation section are simulated

with single or with multiple T-layer(s) in the channel. The results show that when using

multiple T-layers the performance increases only prior to the encounters between the T-

layers and the wave perturbations caused by other T-layers. This interaction between T-
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layers influences the plasnia properties inside the T-layers in an irregular way and

subsequently causes fluctuations in the output and degrades performance of the devices.

With a monatomic or molecular gas as the working medium, performance maps

based on the quasi-steady model are constructed to provide a general view of the

performance potential for the T-layer generator and accelerator.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Motivation for T-layer Research

In a magnetohydrodynamic (MHD) generator, a plasma is used as working medium

which, when flowing through a magnetic field (externally applied or self-induced),

induces an electrical field transverse to both the flow velocity and the magnetic field.

The current associated with the induced electrical field interacts with the magnetic field

and, due to the Lorentz force effect, a force is exerted on the flowing conducting gas to

retard the speed of plasma flow. The net effect of the MHD interaction in a generator is

to convert flow kinetic energy into electrical power.

In a conventional MHD generator, the plasma fills the whole volume of the

channel. During the operation of the MHD generator, uniform plasma properties are

usually desired throughout the channel. This is due to the fact that when current

traverses nonuniformities in the plasma, the average internal impedance of the plasma

increases, which subsequently degrades the performance of the generator.'

On the other hand, a T-layer MHD generator operates with intentionally created

stratified, high-temperature conducting layers. (The term "T-layer" is an acronym for

"high temperature current layer".) This concept was first proposed by Ricateau and

Zettwoog in 1963,^ and Fraidenraich, Medin, and Thring in 1964.^ Since that time, the

T-layer concept has become a branch of the MHD power generation program in the

former Soviet Union and now continues in Russia. Extensive T-layer investigations

encompassing theoretical, experimental, and numerical studies have been conducted ty
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Russian scientists. More recently, an international cooperation program on the subject

has been established among Russia, Italy, and the Netherlands.^

Why is the T-layer concept attracting attention in the MHD community? This

answer can be arrived at by considering the recent turndown of traditional MHD

research almost worldwide. The development of the conventional MHD generator has

been hampered by two major difficulties: the lack of appropriate heat sources and the

thermal stress on the channel materials. Both of these limit the availability of high

temperature working medium. In the open-cycle MHD system that uses combustion gas

seeded with alkali compounds, the electrical conductivity of the plasma is closely related

to the gas temperature and is normally limited to 10 Siemens/m due to the combustion

flame temperature that is achievable.

On the other hand, high conductivity (10^-10^ Siemens/m) and high performance

(enthalpy extraction ratio -38%) have been experimentally demonstrated using the

closed-cycle MHD concept with inert gas plasmas seeded with alkali metals.®

Nevertheless, this high conductivity plasma has only been obtained in a shock tube

facility for short duration (a few milliseconds). The lack of technologies to continuously

supply a low impurity inert gas with temperature around 2000 °K has long been

recognized as the major hurdle for the potential commercial application of the close-

cycle MHD power generation.

When using the T-layer concept, only a small portion (-5-15%) of the plasma

volume is heated to high temperature (-10* ®K). These hot layers are arranged to be

intermittently suirounded by cold gas where the conductivity is extremely low. The high

temperature zones provide the necessary high conducting current path required for

inducing significant MHD interactions. The channel walls are only heated during the

short period when the current layer passes and, as a result, the thermal loads on the walls

of the channel are lower and the operating lifetime is longer.



3

Heating sources for periodically heating small volume of the T-layer to a high

temperature are considered to be technically achievable. Some examples of potential

choices are applied electrical gas discharges (corona, arc,...), high-intensity (explosive)

combustion, microwaves, etc.

Therefore, the T-layer MHD generator is expected to be a device with potential to

overcome the two currently insurmountable difficulties met in the traditional scheme of

MHD power generation.

Since only a small portion of the gas in the channel is heated, the next question is

whether or not a T-layer MHD generator can produce a power level comparable to that

of the traditional MHD generator. This question can be roughly answered through an

examination of the basic power relation for the MHD power generation, i.e..

Power (1.1)

where integration is taken over the entire volume of channel. For most of the gases used

as working medium, the electrical conductivity increases exponentially with temperature

in the range of 3000-8000 ®K. Thus, for the same amount of heat available, heating wily

a certain percentage of volume of the working gas to a temperature above 8000 ®K and

leaving the other portion cold, the integral of the multiplication of the resultant electrical

conductivity and the heated volume might be higher than its value in the case of heating

the whole volume of gas evenly to a lower temperature. In this situation, according to

relation (1.1), the former case can produce a higher power output by raising its effective

plasma conductivity if the flow speed and magnetic field strength remain the same in

both cases.

That is, if the relationship between the plasma temperature and the electrical

conductivity is known, it is possible to increase power output by proper control of the
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percentage of gas heated for the same amount of heat available. An estimate

Lyubochko et al.^ showed that the power density (per unit volume of channel) of the T-

layer generator can be twice the optimum power density of the conventional Faraday

MHD generator.

The possibility of providing higher power was the original motivation in examining

the T-layer MHD concept in the early 1960's. However, the conclusion obtained above

through a simple estimate from the basic power relation is not necessarily true when

other factors which influence the properties of T-layer plasma in a non-linear fashion are

taken into consideration. Examples of such factors are electrothermal instabilities, which

might determine the temperature of the hot plasma; the stabilized size of T-layer, which

can only be decided by nonlinear momentum and energy balances in the MHD process;

and, the interactions between T-layers when multiple T-layers simultaneously exist in the

MHD channel. However, when considering the potential advantages of using the T-layer

concept as well as other special features to be discussed in Section 1.3, the T-layer MHD

concept is without doubt worthy of further investigation.

1.2 Basic Principles of the T-layer Concept

The operation of a typical MHD generator and/or MHD accelerator with T-layers

can be qualitatively explained as shown schematically in Figures 1.1 and 1.2 respectively.

The process is initiated by a T-layer formation mechanism, such as the electrical gas

discharge shown, by providing a burst of thermal energy which locally heats and ionizes

the flow stream. The dominant factors influencing the volume and temperature of the

plasma being formed are the heating time, the flow velocity, and the thermal input

power. The final volume of the heated plasma is determined by two coupled processes:

the initial volume of plasma associated with the heating time, in conjunction with, the
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resident time of the fluid as it moves through the heating zone and its subsequent

expansion due to a rapidly increasing pressure inside the plasma as a result of intensive

heat supplied.

Due to the existence of electrothermal instabilities (ionization or static instability),'^

the electron temperature in the hot layer is usually in a range around 10^ °K if no seeding

components are added. Whereas when seed is used, the plasma can stabilize in a

temperature range close to that of fuU seed ionization. These stabilized ranges for

temperatures correspond to the plateau part on a curve describing the relation between

electrical conductivity and electron temperature of a plasma. Through strong ionization

of the working medium, the high temperature layer provides a highly conductive zone.

This finite volume of high temperature, high conductivity plasma formed in this fashion is

referred to as the T-layer.

The T-layer formed is carried by the flow into the downstream MHD channel.

Right after it enters the MHD channel, the T-layer plasma will adjust its properties in

order to reach a new balance of momentum and energy through MHD interaction. In the

flow stream of the MHD channel, there are alternating layers of highly conductive hot

plasma surrounded by cold gas. In principle, the effect caused by the existence of the T-

layer on the fluid dynamics of the flow can be approximately evaluated by treating the T-

layer as a deformable piston that moves with the local speed of the flow.

The MHD processes in a T-layer device are similar to those of a conventional,

continuous plasma flow MHD device. That is, an electromotive force is induced by the

motion of the T-layer relative to an externally applied transverse magnetic field in

accordance with Faraday's law of electromotive induction. In a generator, the induced

electric field drives electric current through the T-layer. The current interacts with the

magnetic field to produce a J x B Lorentz force which retards the T-layer piston within

the flow. As a result, a pressure gradient builds up across the T-layer to counter the
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Lorentz force. And, relative to the T-layer, a compression wave propagates upstream

and a rarefaction (expansion) wave propagates downstream. In the case of an MHD

accelerator, a voltage with a magnitude greater than the induced electromotive force is

extemally applied to induce a current in the direction opposed to the induced electrical

field. The Lorentz force is vectored to accelerate the T-layer downstream and an excited

compression wave moves downstream while a rarefaction wave expands upstream, both

relative to the piston.

In the T-layer MHD device the role of the electrical conductor is played not by the

entire volume of the gas as in the conventional MHD device but rather by the small

volume of the T-layer. The remaining gas is simply a fluid, working against the

electrodynamic force induced by T-layer's MHD interaction. The conversion of energy

into different forms is realized by the interaction of flow work. The flow retardation in

the generator converts part of the flow work done against the fluid motion into electrical

energy and dissipates the other portion into heat, i.e.. Joule heating. In the accelerator,

the extemally input electrical energy is partly converted to flow kinetic energy and the

remaining is dissipated as heat. In both devices. Joule heating helps sustain the T-layer.

Therefore, the T-layers can remain active inside the chaiuiel even though it is surrounded

by a cold gas.

The T-layer MHD generator concept was demonstrated as workable in the former

Soviet laboratory experiments.®''''^ In these experiments, the validity of considering the

T-layer as a piston was verified when using air as the working medium. The existence of

the compression wave following the T-layer and the expansion wave preceding it were

also experimentally observed."
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13 Features of T-Iayer Devices

Besides the advantages of the availability of heat sources, low thermal stress, and

high power density described in Section 1.1, there are other advantageous features of the

T-layer concept which make it more attractive when compared to a conventional

continuous plasma flow MHD devices. Some of the more obvious of these are

summarized below.

First of all, conventional MHD designs are limited in the degree of ionization that

can be achieved. For example, in combustion driven MHD systems plasma conductivity

is normally derived by use of seeding of combustion gases with alkali metals (potassium,

cesium compounds). The best of the combustion systems, those which used highly

energetic fuels such as aluminum, can be expected to deliver a working fluid with

conductivity on the order of 1(F Siemens/m.'^ Whereas, with plasma temperature on the

order of lO* in the T-layer, the ionization of working fluid itself is sufficient to

produce a high conductivity in the 10^ Siemens/m range, which is an order of magnitude

greater than the best that seeded combustion driven systems can achieve. Thus, with the

T-layer concept, alkali seed addition to promote ionization is not absolutely required.

The omission of chemically active seeding can yield longer lifetime of the MHD channel

and reduce the tedious seed recovery process which is necessary not only for economic

saving from recycling seeding components but also for environmental pollution control.

Secondly, the working gas temperature can be lower in a T-layer device since

electrical conductivity in the T-layer is only weakly dependent on this temperature. The

relaxation of the necessity of high gas temperature as that required in the conventional

MHD device provides the T-layer device more flexibility in thermal cycle analysis when

designing a thermal engine with an MHD device as a component.



Thirdly, since the T-layer is a discrete geometric layer, physically bound by the

relatively cold gas acting as electrical insulator. Hall currents are ideally eliminated even

when continuous electrodes are used. Therefore, the geometry of the electrodes of T-

layer devices can be much simplified. The elimination of large scale Hall currents helps

limit the scale of Velikhov ionization instability,'' which might increase the average

internal impedance of the plasma.

Finally, a T-layer MHD generator has the potential to directiy produce alternating

currents when the electromotive force produced is tapped externally in the fashion

shown in Figure 1.3.
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Figure 1.3 Illustration of T-layer MHD AC Power Production
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On the other hand, there are some disadvantages to the T-layer generator concept.

For example, the T-layer is subject to large radiative losses due to its high temperature.

In addition to this, other problems/disadvantages for the T-layer MHD generator can be

cited, including,

- a large power supply is needed for the initiation and formation of T-layers;

- a lowering of isentropic efficiency fix)m the irreversible losses associated with

compression waves following the T-layers;

- relatively large electrode potential drop (-200-300 Volts) due to cold wall boundary

layers can exist;'-

- the T-layer is susceptible to hydromagnetic instabilities, e.g., Rayleigh-Taylor type.

The Rayleigh-Taylor instability has been observed experimentally!' and

numerically!^ in a T-layer with an equilibrium plasma. These observations showed that

this kind of instability does exist in the T-layer MHD channel but if the T-layer is thick

enough (for example, comparable to its width22.36.37)^ this instability may be stabilized

the existence of some non-linear dissipation mechanisms, such as thermal conduction.

Joule dissipation, and radiative loss. However, detailed knowledge of the stabilizing

mechanism is still open for further study.

1.4 Literature Review

The T-layer MHD concept has been a subject of MHD research in the USSR for

three decades. Although this concept has been theoretically identified as being a viable

means for MHD power generation, experimental data has been insufficient to confirm the

theoretical results. Up to now, all the research in the field concentrated on T-layer MHD

power generation, and no previous study is known to relate to the T-layer application in

MHD flow acceleration.
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1.4.1 Early T-layer Research

Operating an MHD generator with striated inhomogeneous flow was initially

investigated in the early 1960's.2.3 An important conclusion of these early works was

that high temperature layers could not survive in the MHD chaimel due to instabilities of

Rayleigh-Taylor type. This conclusion was reached after the characteristic time for the

growth of instability was examined by a linear analysis in which too many assumptions

were made to simplify the problem.

During the late 60's and mid-70's, T-layer research concentrated mainly on

theoretical and experimental observations of the processes that occurred in the formation

of high temperature, current layers in the MHD channel. The criteria for

development of the T-layer from a thermalAionization disturbance was identified as'®

R^=R^R,>R], (1.2)

That is, the MHD interaction parameter, /?^, has to be greater than a critical value for

the disturbance to grow. Magnetic Reynolds number, Rm (= is the ratio of

MHD force to magnetic pressure and R^ (= is the ratio between magnetic and

gasdynamic pressures. The critical MHD interaction parameter, , is an experimentally

determined value which is dependent on the channel geometry and the nature of flow. In

summary, if a local disturbance in temperature or in electrical conductivity occurs such

that the electrical conductivity a„, flow velocity characteristic length L„, pressure p^,

and magnetic field satisfy the inequality (1.2), then the disturbance will grow into a

T-layer; otherwise, it will be damped.
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The above theory was verified by the experimental work of Kerkis et al.'^ In the

same work, it was also observed that perturbations at the outer boundary of the hot

plasma layer appeared which was identified as the Rayleigh-Taylor instability. This

instability grew to a certain portion of the layer width but has never been observed in

experiment to collapse the current layer - an observation that is consistent with the

conclusion obtained by a recent two-dimensional numerical simulation.

1.4.2 T-Iayer Using Equilibrium Plasma without Seed

The working media observed during the early T-layer research was primarily a

plasma of air or combustion products. The T-layer plasma was in thermal equilibrium,

i.e., the electron temperature equal to the temperature of heavy species (ions and

neutrals). In this type of T-layer plasma, the equilibrium temperature is dominated

counter-balancing of radiative loss and Joule dissipation.

Following the development of extended computer capability, many computational

studies on the T-layer concept have been conducted since mid-70's. Among them, two

main approaches used to simulate a T-layer with an equilibrium plasma were a local

analysis^'^-'®-!'-'''' and an unsteady one-dimensional model.i^-^o-^i The former was

developed to model a single stabilized T-layer by treating the T-layer as an impermeable

piston. The latter was applied to simulate the unsteady fluid dynamics with interaction of

a series of current layers moving with the flow in the MHD generator. The results of

both schemes were compared with the available experimental data and reasonable

agreement was reported.'-'"

The results showed that due to the highly concentrated, highly conductive plasma

in the T-layers, the MHD interaction was strongly localized and a strong ccmipression

wave formed behind each T-layer. The irreversible losses associated with the shock
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wave were large and thus could severely degrade the performance of the generator.

Also observed was that only a certain number of current layers could simultaneously

exist in the MHD channel owing to the shortage of Joule dissipation to compensate the

energy losses (mainly radiative loss). As a consequence, extra current layers decay.

The enthalpy extraction ratio of the T-layer generator using an equilibrium plasma

without seed in a typical case observed by Bozhkov et al^' (plasma temperature ̂ lO* ®K,

stagnation gas temperature =3000 ̂ K, stagnation pressure =1 MPa, Mach no. =1.2, and

magnetic field =2 T) was about 12% and the isentropic efficiency was less than 50%.

Both are below the performance required for a competitively efficient MHD generator

(enthalpy extraction ratio >20%, isentropic efficiency >70%).

Some other experiments with T-layers using an equilibrium plasma without seed

were reported.®-^-'"-'® In these experiments it was concluded that under the operating

conditions for regular MHD power generation with air as working gas, a stabilized T-

layer could be formed in the MHD channel after it was initiated upstream. The stabilized

T-layer had characteristics qualitatively consistent with theoretical and numerical

predictions, i.e., the plasma temperature is not uniformly distributed inside the T-layer

and the current density in the T-layer decayed in the compressive region due to a

lowering of plasma temperature resulting from a higher radiative loss in the compressive

region.

The experiments also verified that radiative loss was the dominant mechanism of

energy transfer/loss. Also, it was noted from the experiments that a large voltage drop in

the cold boundary layer near the electrodes greatly influenced the performance of the

generator. The cold boundary layer effect was critiqued as being the cause for failure in

some tests.®

Most research works related to T-layer generator using equilibrium plasma without

seed were examined from mid 70's to late 80's in the USSR. The final results were
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reported by Slavin22, in which this type of T-layer generator was concluded to be

inefficient. A simple but more comprehensive parametric analysis regarding the

inefficiency of the equilibrium T-layer generator was conducted in a later work of Slavin

et al.26. drawback in efficiency was thought to be mainly related to the relatively

high current density (>10^ AJrr?) inside the equilibrium T-layer. This effect increased the

balanced pressure drop across a single layer and limited the number of current layers that

could concurrently exist in the channel; while on the other hand, it enhanced the strength

of shock losses and augmented radiative energy escape. The high current density

observed was a consequence of the electrothermal instability existing in this type of T-

layer plasma.

Based on these studies, it was concluded that alternative types of T-layer

generators needed to be researched. Two major alternatives that have been identified are

the T-layer that uses an equilibrium plasma with seed and the T-layer with

nonequilibrium plasma.

1.4.3 T-layer Using Equilibrium Plasma with Seed

Since the late 1980's, Bityurin et al23-26 of the Institute for High Temperature, the

Russian Academy of Sciences, have theoretically demonstrated that high performance is

possible in a T-layer MHD generator using an equilibrium plasma with seed. Current

layers of this type in the MHD channel were named as Space- and Time-dependent

Current Carrying (STCC) nonuniformities in order to show the differences in plasma

temperature between the current layers with and without seed. More recently, the same

group has cooperated with scientists from Italy and the Netherlands and triggered a new

research project in which both numerical and experimental investigations in STCC would

be included.''-22-32
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The key modification in this new type of stratified current layer in the MHD

concept is the addition of seed to the working gas. This provides a possibility to operate

the generator using current layers with a plasma temperature at a much lower level (-

3500 ®K) - a temperature level corresponding to a seed fully ionized condition. Under

full seed ionization, not only can the required high conductivity be obtained through

ionization of the seed atoms but also the electrothermal instability can be eliminated and

the plasma in the current layers can be stabilized. By simultaneously operating the

channel with multiple current layers of this kind, the MHD interaction is more evenly

distributed among various current layers. Consequently, the strength of the shock waves

and the degree of irreversible loss are reduced.

Numerical simulations revealed very promising performance of the MHD generator

with STCC. The results showed that an enthalpy extraction ratio of 35-40% could be

achieved when the stagnation temperature ranged between 1600 to 2000 ̂ K, and an

isentropic efficiency of 75-80% could be achieved.^® Based on the high performance of

the MHD generator, an overall efficiency of 50-55% was estimated when applied to a

coal combustion MHD power plant.

Some experiments of STCC concept using a combustion gas were carried out in a

shock tube facility.28.3o Significant current increments were measured throughout the

channel when the current layers passed through the electrodes. This provided evidence

that a current layer of this type could survive in the MHD channel for a long traversing

distance. From the experimental results, it was determined that the cold electrode

boundary layer was the dominant unfavorable factor for the decrease of current density

in the current layers and the collapse of the current layers when the gas temperature was

below 2000 °K. Deformation of the current layer along the MHD channel was also

observed^o and discussed.^^ However, the high performance of the STCC concept
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obtained from theoretical and numerical studies is still subject to further experimental

verification.

1.4.4 T-Iayer with Nonequilibriutn Plasma

Even though T-layer research using a nonequilibrium plasma existed^^-^*, this sub-

field of the T-layer concept gained more attention after the late 1980's.35-39 The current

research on this kind of T-layer for MHD power generation in Russia has mainly

concentrated on its application to a Faraday-type disk generator.22.37,39

A nonequilibrium plasma is characterized as a plasma in which the electron

temperature is different from the temperature of heavy species including neutrals and

ions. This is mainly due to the large disparity between the masses of the electrons and

heavy particles. In a nonequilibrium plasma, only a very small portion of the mass - the

electronic gas - needs to be heated to a high temperature to reach the necessary

ionization level of the working gas. Since the electrical conductivity and electron density

are principally determined by the electron temperature in a nonequilibrium plasma, the

energy input required in the formation of a nonequilibrium T-layer may be substantially

reduced.

On the other hand, an additional energy source for the electron gas is needed to

balance the energy exchange that occurs from electron-neutral and electron-ion

collisions. Thus, besides the fundamental energy losses for both types of plasmas

(equilibrium or nonequilibrium) more Joule dissipation is required for a nonequilibrium

T-Jayer to compensate for the collision loss, which in many cases dominates the whole

loss mechanism of the nonequilibrium process.

A noble gas is generally accepted as the best working medium for forming a

nonequilibrium plasma owing to its small collision cross section for momentum transfer
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when colliding with electrons. Also, the radiation from this atomic gas is usually lower

in the temperature range observed in the T-layer plasma (<1.5 eV).

In a numerical study of Slavin et al.^^, a quasi-one dimensional model was

developed to formulate a nonequilibrium plasma with pure argon gas in a linear Faraday

type MHD generator. An enthalpy extraction ratio of 25% and an isentropic efficiency

of 72% were estimated when steady operation of the generator was reached. In this

device, five current layers were driven simultaneously in the channel, the electron

temperature in the T-layer was stabilized at around 7(XX) ̂ K, the electrical conductivity

ranged 500 - 7(X) Siemens/m, and a mean current density about 1x10^ A/m^ when a

magnetic field of 4 T was applied. In a more recent work performed by the same

group^"', it was found that the enthalpy extraction ratio could be increased to 40-50%

when a similar type of T-layer was applied in a Faraday type disk generator. In both

cases, the flow Mach number was kept low (-1.2) to avoid strong shock loss. At the

same time, the stagnation pressure was chosen to be relatively small (-3x10^ Pa) to

maintain a low collision fiequency between electrons and heavy particles in order to get

the prominent nonequilibrium effect.

The numerical results that were obtained in the above works implied that a definite

potential existed to achieve high performance in a disk MHD generator of Faraday type

using the nonequilibrium T-layer concept. Experimental verification of this application is

still at a very early stage. Katsnel'son^' reported an experimental observation of the

dynamics of forming a current layer in different gas flows including air, argon, helium,

and sodium plasma inside a disk shape faraday generator. Both inductive and conductive

power to the external load were collected with argon as the working gas in the

experiment. However, no specific data associated with generator efficiency was given.

In the another numerical study of Vasilyev et al.^®- it was reported that using argon

a higher efficiency could be obtained in an MHD process when operating the T-layer
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generator with equilibrium plasma than that with nonequilibrium plasma even though the

expense for initiating an equilibrium T-layer is higher. This conclusion is questionable.

With a pressure equal to or less than the atmospheric pressure, the equilibrium argon

plasma can be approached only when the plasma is hot enough to reach a high degree of

ionization such that the collisions between electron and heavy species are dominated ty

Coulomb collisions. With such high temperature and high degree of ionization under a

regular T-layer operating condition, the conductivity and the induced current density

inside the T-layer must be high, and a strong shock loss can not be avoided. It is

believed that the conditions for stabilized plasma, i.e.. Equations 10-13 of Reference 38,

were inappropriate.

1.5 The Present Work - General Assumptions

Although the T-layer concept has been considered as being a potent alternative in

the field of MHD power production for years, there is no precedent for research of this

type in the US. After the completion of proof-of concept of open-cycle coal combustion

MHD program in this country, this is the moment to enlighten the research interest

among the MHD community in this country with other alternative and efficient schemes

for the MHD power generation. The T-layer concept is believed to be one of the best

potential candidates.

The potential advantages of applying the nonequilibrium plasma in T-layer MHD

power generation are studied herein. To achieve this goal, an unsteady quasi-one-

dimensional model is formulated and developed to simulate the T-layer forming process

and its interaction in the MHD channel. Results from this unsteady model are compared

with available experimental data when possible. Also, more verification is made through
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the comparison of results obtained from the other model - a quasi-steady model based on

the local analysis of Vasilyev and Ovchinnikov et

A study of the possibility of applying the T-layer concept to flow acceleration is

also given herein. The ability to simulate re-entry flight conditions (Mach number ~ 30)

in a ground test facility has been a long-term dream among scientists in the field of

hypersonic research. Due to the constraints of thermal materials, the most recent wind

tunnel technology using arc heaters is only capable of building a wind tunnel with Mach

number no greater than 12. Some other means must be sought.

It has been proposed by the MHD community to augment the arc heater tunnel

with an MHD accelerator.'>o.'»i-'»2.43 When using the traditional MHD concept in flow

acceleration, seeding of the plasma with alkali metals is used to obtain the level of

electrical conductivity needed for the working medium. The necessity of seeding the

plasma results in a major shortcoming for the MHD acceleration as a ground simulation

facility, that is, a "true air" condition can never be realized. Only a small amount of seed

is needed for a MHD device to accelerate the flow to the desired speed. However, the

existence of seed elements, which are extremely chemically active, will result in certain

chemical reactions which no similarity rule can theoretically correct for. Or, it is possible

for the seeding components to interact with the surface of the flight vehicle, change its

property, and thus penurb the flow field.

Here is the application which the T-layer concept can fit into. Since seeding the

plasma is unnecessary when using the T-layer concept, it makes a "true air" condition

realizable with a T-layer accelerator. Therefore, the T-layer application in flow

acceleration is also examined in the present study. Even though the major working

medium used in this study is different fn)m air, the results are still helpful in

understanding the gasdynamics in the MHD acceleration using T-layers, including the

flow field formed by the T-layer MHD effects and by the interaction between different T-
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layers. The performance potential of T-layer flow acceleration using air/combustion

gases is examined by construction of the performance map in Chapter 5.

Argon is selected as the working gas. This is due to its relatively lower heat

capacity and a low electron collision cross section for momentum transfer which makes it

susceptible to sustain a nonequilibrium plasma. Also, the argon plasma has been widely

studied in arc research and its properties are well known and can easily be found firom

the literature.

Compared to a conventional MHD process that uses a nonequilibrium plasma,

there are more parameters to be considered in the nonequilibrium T-layer concept, such

as the size and the number of T-layer that can co-exist in the channel. Although

numerical modeling allows parametric studies, finding the optimum operating conditions

is not the immediate goal of the present study. Rather, more emphasis is on the inclusion

of the important and correct physical effects into the model in order to understand the

fundamental physics and the key mechanisms.

Description of the modeling and its limitations are given through presentation of

the major assumptions upon which the theory is based. These are summarized here.

- The flow is treated as one-dimensional, inviscid, and compressible.

- Except for electrons, all species are in thermal equilibrium, e.g., two-temperature

model is used.

- The electrodes are geometrically continuous and span the width of the channel. A

single load is connected to a pair of electrodes in the generator case and a single

power supply is applied to the electrode pair in an accelerator and in the T-layer

formation section.

- Except for ionization/recombination, the working gas is ideal, monatomic, with

constant specific heat ratio (7 = 1.667) and with negligible atomic excitation energy.

The collisions between electrons and heavy particles are assumed to be elastic.
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(Electron transition between energy levels will only be considered in the modeling for

finding the condition for onset of the nonequilibrium plasma.)

- Only a singly ionized plasma is considered. (For argon, this condition is usually valid

when electron temperature is below 1.5 eV.)

- Magnetic Reynolds number is small, i.e., no consideration is given to the induced

magnetic field.

- Hall current is negligible in the T-layer due to a relatively small Hall parameter.

- The plasma is assumed to be locally quasi-neutral = /i^).

- The Rayleigh-Taylor type instability is disregarded by maintaining the length of T-

layer at least compatible to its width.22.36.37

- The ionization/recombination of particles is dominated by thermal effects. For

recombination, only three-body recombination is considered.

- Heat conduction is negligible in the energy balance. Radiation is treated as the major

energy loss mechanism.^^-'*^

- T-layers fill the whole cross section of the MHD channel.

Also, due to a lack of appropriate modeling for the complicated gas discharge

phenomena existing on the plasma-electrode contact surface, the electrical effect of the

cold boundary layer is approximated by a constant voltage drop through the whole

channel length in the model.
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CHAPTER 2

UNSTEADY MODELING

Motion of the T-layer in the MHD channel is a highly unsteady process.

Compression waves as well as rarefaction waves are expected to exist in the channel due

to the perturbations of the flow caused by T-layer MHD interaction. To describe these

dynamic phenomena in the T-layer flow, any model must be time-dependent.

The unsteady model developed herein includes not only the gasdynamics equations

with MHD effects as used in describing a traditional MHD flow but also coupling of the

model with a condition for the onset of nonequilibrium plasma as suggested by Slavin.22

This criterion for the onset of nonequilibrium plasma is applied in the present model in a

way similar to the "breakdown" concept for the traditional gas discharges. That is, when

a nonequilibrium plasma is moving into an adjacent cold gas region, the nonequilibrium

plasma can only be effectively triggered if the criterion is locally satisfied, and then the

electron energy equation derived from the conventional two-temperature model can

properly be used to describe the local nonequilibrium plasma. Otherwise, the

nonequilibrium effect will be quenched and differences between the local temperature of

electrons and that of heavy species are negligible. Under such circumstances, the

ionization mechanism, if there is any, in the relatively cold gas region is no longer

dominated by the thermal collisions with high energy electrons. As a result, the

ionization rates predicted by the two-temperature model are usually too rapid and the

current layer thus calculated may grow fast enough to expand its volume to the entire

MHD channel in a very short period, according to Slavin et al.^® The derivation of this

criterion will be given in Chapter 3.
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In an unsteady mcxlel, the properties of the flow are decided at each time step and

are advanced in time through an integration of the properties with a certain time scale.

The length of the time scale has to be carefully chosen to fit the frame of time for the

important unsteady phenomena to be observed. Therefore, prior to modeling, an

evaluation of the characteristic times for different processes occurring in the system is

necessary.

2.1 Characteristic Times for T-layer Processes

A time scale analysis not only helps in understanding the reaction rate for each

process but also helps in simplifying the modeling work by implementing the proper

assumptions without losing the exactness in describing the primary phenomena in the

system. This type of analysis is especially important in the T-layer modeling process

using nonequilibrium plasma since the temperatures of different components scatter over

a large range, which usually translates to a large range in time scales.

There are various characteristic times in the T-layer formation and MHD

interaction processes. The important characteristic times are those associated with the

flow's momenmm and energy balances, the production of charged particles, and the

resident time.

The momentum and energy balances in a T-layer MHD channel are usually

dominated by the contribution from MHD effects due to a high intensity plasma in the T-

layer. The characteristic time for momentum balance can be estimated fix)m inertial and

Lorentz force terms in the momentum equation as



24

For a nonequilibrium plasma, the electron energy is decoupled from the energy of

heavy species and their associated characteristic times are also different The

characteristic time for heating of heavy species is determined from the gas energy

equation (4.4) as

T —^iTg -
Y

pR

-13km,n^^^e-
j = Ar,Ar* (2.2)

Similarly, the characteristic time for electron energy balance is calculated from the

electron energy equation written as

o  t2

2^".-^ = — j = Ar.Ar* (2.3)
, mj

then its characteristic time can be obtained as

Xfe -
BQTJdt)

(2.4)

The characteristic time for the ionization process can be determined based on a

method introduced by Hara et al.^^ From the continuity equation for the electron

species, the characteristic time for the production of an electron can be estimated as

^dt (2.5)
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where is decided firom the ionization kinetics (2.28) and e as

shown in Figure 2.1 with and the electron densities found from Saha equilibrium

relation at and 7^ respectively.

The flow resident time is found as the channel length divided by the average flow

speed and usually has a value of lO^-lO^ second for a channel 1-10 m in length.

The characteristic times are calculated for an argon plasma in some typical cases

with different degrees of nonequilibrium effects (represented by ratios of Tg/Te) and the

results are given in Figures 2.2 to 2.4 for pressures equal to (a) SxlO' and (b) 1x10^

Pascal's. In these calculations, the flow speed is assigned as 1000 m/s, the magnetic field

as 2.5 T, the load factor is 0.5, and in finding and two T^'s are chosen for each

case, 60(X) and 10000 ̂ K. For example, in Fig. 2.2.(a) the two dash-dotted lines are the

calculated for = 5.06xl0'9 (7^=6000 OK) and 2.49x1022 m-3 (7^=10000 OR)

respectively as functions of with 7^ constant at 7^; while the two dash-dot-dotted

lines show for two values of 7^ as functions of 7^ when keeping constant at

5.06x1019 and 2.49x1022 m-3.

n.

Figure 2.1 Definition of the Relaxation Time for lonization/Recombination

where - (n^ - ) / e
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Figure 2,2 The Relaxation Times for lonization Force Balance (1^),

Electron Energy and Gas Energy (x^g) with 7^/7^=0.1.
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Figure 2.3 The Relaxation Times for lonization Force Balance (Xy?),
Electron Energy (Xy-^), and Gas Energy (Xj-^) with 7^/7^=0.32.
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Figure 2.4 The Relaxation Times for lonization Force Balance (x^),

Electron Energy (Xj-^), and Gas Energy (Xj^) with 7^/7^=0.99.
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From the results shown in Figures 2.2 to 2.4, the following is concluded for a

nonequilibrium argon plasma:

1) The characteristic time for the relaxation of electron energy is much less than the

other characteristic times also observed. With respect to the other processes, an

instantaneous relaxation of electron energy can be assumed.

2) The Saha equilibrium is only valid for the high pressure, low gas temperature, and

high electron density cases.

3) The heavy species can be heated at a relatively high rate when the electron

temperature is high. This is due to the rapid increase of the Coulomb collisions

between electrons and ions with increasing electron temperature.

4) The momentum balance can be reached at a faster rate when the density is lower,

which corresponds to a small ratio of inertial to Lorentz force when the flow speed

is kept constant.

2.2 Mathematical Model

The mathematical formulation for the whole T-layer MHD device is divided into

three parts, e.g.,. gasdynamics with MHD effects, electrodynamics for the MHD channel,

and physics for calculation of argon plasma properties. The customary two-temperature

model is applied to describe the nonequilibrium plasma.

2.2.1 Gasdynamics with MHD Effects

From the time scale analysis in the preceding Section, it is realized that in

simulating the whole process for T-layer motion through an MHD channel, time

dependent schemes have to be applied for dominant processes including momentum
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balance, relaxation of gas energy, and ionization/recombination of plasma. An infinite

rate is only valid for the relaxation of electron energy and the kinetics of

ionization/recombination of the argon plasma has to be included in the model.

The formulation for the unsteady quasi-one-dimensional T-layer flow in Eulerian

coordinates is listed below.

9(0, i4) .
Speaes continuity ——+—r = Px ̂  (2-6)

ot ox

Global continuity -i- = q (2.7)
dt dx

T,. dipuA) d(pA + pu^A) dAMomentum —^ + = p— + J^BA
at dx dx '

(2.8)

Global energy -i- = (Jy " Qrad)^ (2.9)

72
Electron energy = j = Ar,Ar^ (2.10)

For an ideal gas, the total energy per unit volume of fluid has the relation

e-^l^+^pu^ + PxK (2.11)

and the equation of state is also valid as

P = Pg+Pe = ngkTg + n^kT^ (2.12)
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2.2.2 Electrodynamics of MHD Channel

The plasma in the T-layer does not have to be imifomi Therefore, the fluid

properties are treated as local values, i.e., a = a(j:), u = uix), Jy = Jy{x), etc. Also, the

channel height and width can vary along the channel length, / = l{x), w = vvCjc).

In an MHD device, the internal impedance of the bulk fluid including T-layer

plasma can be calculated as

(L

l—dx
Vo >

(2.13)

The current through the whole channel is found from the integral of current density

/ =

u

^jyWdX (2.14)

Also, the electromotive force induced by the u x B effect for the whole channel

can be interpreted as the multiplication of the total induced current with the internal

impedance, i.e.,
L

=  (2.15)
0

2.2.2.1 Generator Channel

In the present work, a constant resistive load is connected to the generator to

extract electrical energy. The local current density is derived fn)m the Ohm's law as
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=  = (2.16)

which has a negative value for a generator. By substituting expressions (2.13), (2.15),

and (2.16) into (2.14), Kirchhoffs voltage law applied to the circuit of such a generator

is then recovered as

+  + = (2.17)

The load factor for the generator is defined based on the bulk plasma as

=  (2-18)l<L+t<p

2.2.2.2 Accelerator Channel and T-layer Formation Section

In an accelerator, an external electrical potential is applied across the channel in

direction opposing the MHD induced voltage. A constant load factor greater than unity

is assumed in this work. This assures that the voltage applied to the channel always has

a magnitude greater than the induced field and the flow will be accelerated all the time.

Therefore, the voltage of the power supply, is a time-dependent function under

such assumption.

Ohm's law applied to any location in the accelerator channel has the relation

7y = a(£y-MB-^) = o(^^22y^-MB), (2.19)
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By substituting expressions (2.19), (2.13), and (2.15) into (2.14), which now has a

positive sign, the relation of Kirchhoff s voltage law applied to the accelerator is thus

reached, i.e.,

(2.20)

The load factor for the accelerator is defined as

1^.^^ (2.21)
f.-xS + '^Ca

treated herein as constant.

Similar to an accelerator, in the T-layer formation section only a single power

source is applied on each electrode pair. The equations for Kirchhoff s and Ohm's laws

in this simation are similar to relations (2.19)-(2.20) but without contribution firom u xB

effect.

2.2.3 Calculation of Properties of Argon Plasma

The formulation for the MHD flow as given in Equations (2.6-9) can be treated as

a combination of the regular governing equations for compressible fluid dynamics and

the source terms which represent the contribution from the MHD effects and the

production of charged particles. For an MHD device to be efficient enough, generally

the influences from these source terms are dominant. Therefore, a careful evaluation of

plasma properties is necessary since plasma properties are the key elements needed to

evaluate these source terms.
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The scalar electrical conductivity of a plasma can be calculated from the expression

<5 = -^— (2.22)

where v, is the momentum transfer collision frequency between one electron with

neutrals and ions, i.e.,

=  + (2.23)

The collision frequency between electron and neutrals is found by

^.-Ar=nAr(3„,h^ (2.24)
Ttm,

while the Coulomb type collisions between electron and ions have a frequency evaluated

5y46

=3-64 24x10"'^) (2.25)

with constant coefficients evaluated in SI units. The average electron-neutral momentum

transfer collision cross section can be found from an empirical relation obtained by fitting

the data of Milloy^'' within a temperature range of 3000- 15000 ®K; i.e.,

(2„ = 1.5x10-^'T,-4.1x10-^'T/-3.22xW-^' (m^) (2.26)

With the consideration of the lowering of the ionization potential, the resultant

effective ionization potential for argon atoms becomes^®

e, = eox-Ae = 15.76-2.086xlO-" (eV) (2.27)
e
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In the production of charged particles, the ionization kinetics of argon are assumed

to be dominated by three-body recombination reactions with electrons as the third body,

e.g.,

Ar-\-e~ « Ar^ +e~

The rate equation then becomes

""y) (2.28)

where K^K^, and S are the ionization, recombination, and the Saha equilibrium

coefficients respectively. The Saha equilibrium coefficient is calculated as

2gi f Inm.kT, ^ e,- ^

^0 I h'

The ionization coefficient is evaluated by an semi-empirical formula given by Beulens et

al.^® as

Kj = exp(-2.69983 x -I-1.21373 x -2.1524 x 10"^T/

+1.89074x10-27;-114.838) (mVsec) (2.30)

An expression for the radiative energy loss from argon plasma was derived semi-

empirically by Wilbers et The formula was concluded after a series of numerical

experiments using a analytical model developed by the authors and through comparisons

with different sets of laboratory experimental data. In their analytical modeling, the

nonequilibrium plasma was described by the two-temperature model as used in the

current work. Radiation from argon plasma was assumed to be optically thin.
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Contributions due to both continuum emission (free-bound and free-free) and line

radiation were included. The expression of Wilbers et al.^' is

^ra^ = "/(Ci+^+^ + C4 7,-)-C5r,^/2)exp(^) (Wm-3sr») (2.31)

with coefficients: c, =-6.932x10"*', Cj = 4.753x10"^', Cj = -5.808x10"^',

C4 =-2.843xlO^^ C5 = 8.629x10^^ c^= 6.706x10*.

This expression for argon plasma radiation is valid for a temperature range less

than 15000 due to the assumption of a singly ionized plasma, and it was claimed

the original authors that reasonable accuracy could still be maintained even when

extrapolated to 20000 ̂K.

The amount of energy lost per each electron recombination is (fitT^-l-e,).

Therefore, the net power density needed for ionization and recombination can be

calculated as''^-"'''

<lion = i^kT,+Zi)^. (2.32)
2. at

2.2.4 System of Governing Equations

With some extra miscellaneous relations; such as, = =

P = mAr^g, , and -I- , the system of equations is closed once the

geometry of the channel, the magnetic field, the voltage drop, and one additional

parameter related to the power circuit of each device type are assigned.

In a generator, the additional parameter assigned is the resistive network or load.

A single resistive load is similar to ideal operation of T-layer generator with continuous
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electrodes. (In a real case, some other components such as inductance might also be

connected to the circuit for power consolidation.) Equations (2.6)-(2.12) are employed

to find ng,p,u,e,Tg,p, and Tg and relations (2.13), (2.14), (2.16), and (2.22) are applied

to calculate Rp, I, Jy, and a. The load factor is later found from Equation (2.18).

The solution finding process for an accelerator is similar to that for a generator

except that, instead of a resistive load, a constant load factor is assigned. The applied

electrical field, e^pp, is then evaluated based on the assigned load factor. Employing a

time-varying electrical field to the channel of an accelerator is more reasonable since,

when the T-layer traverses the channel, the induced uxB field will increase, which

might cause some local flow deceleration if the applied field is kept constant. The other

possible scheme for reaching uniform acceleration is to segment the electrodes along the

channel and apply multiple power supplies with different strengths to various electrode

pairs.

In simulating the T-layer formation process, a constant value of e^p is initially

designated. The current is to be calculated through Equation (2.14) after the other local

properties are found.

In the solution scheme, the goveming equations are divided into two groups: the

time-dependent group, and the electrical group. The time-dependent group includes

Equations (2.6)-(2.9) which solve for flow properties as well as charged particle density.

In the electrical group, the electron energy equation is coupled with the electrodynamics

of the MHD channel in order to find the updated values of electrical propenies of plasma

other than the electron density. At the same time, the integrals of these electrical

properties have to satisfy Kirchhoffs law for the electrical circuit of the channel. The

process for solving the system of equations is summarized in a flow chart which is given

in Figure 2.5.
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Figure 2.5 Flow Chart for the Calculation Procedure in the Unsteady Model

(The Gray Part is valid only for the Case where T-layer Spontaneously

Appears in the MHD Channel.)
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2.3 Algorithm for Numerical Solution of Time-dependent Equations

Since the T-layer process is unsteady, the solutions have to be calculated step-by-

step, advancing in time after initial conditions are assigned. The time-dependent

governing equations, (2.6)-(2,9), have a form as the typical Euler equations with source

terms representing the MHD effects and the production of charged particles. Written in

conservation form, the equations take the form

au aF(u) _
17'' (2.33)

where

■pA" mA

u =
mA

,  F =
(p + m^/p)A

,  R =
eA ip + e)mAlp (JyEy-grad)A

.Px^. p^mA/p

with /« = pw as the mass flux.

The existence of discontinuities is inherent to a T-layer flow. This is not only due

to the intentionally-created alternating cold and hot layers inside the flow, but also owing
to the expected strong compression waves that result from the MHD interactions.

Therefore, a high-accuracy, high-resolution numerical scheme is needed to appropriately
simulate this type of flow field. For this purpose, a finite-difference method with such

capability is introduced in this Section.

For the sake of flexibility and reducing the computational burden, operator
splitting5o between flux vector and source terms is used to solve Equation (2.33). The

solution is advanced from U" to through two partial steps. In the first partial step,
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the equations are solved as homogeneous equations, i.e., source terms R=0; while flux

terms F are taken as zero in the next partial step. A high-resolution second-order TVD

(total variation diminishing) scheme originally constructed by Liou^' is applied to the flux

terms on a uniform grid in the first partial step and Euler's predictor-corrector method

was used to handle the source terms. By letting the grid spacing be denoted by Ax such

that x-jAx and letting the time step be denoted by At such that t = nAt, the solution

procedure from time step n to step n-t-2 can be represented as^°

Vf = L,(AOL,(Ar)L,(AOL,(Ar)U; (2.34)

where u;=u;-t(f;./2-Fh/2) (2.35)

■•R-'

U-u;.-ArR(U;)

1Uf' = -[U; + U,.-ArR(Up] (2.36)

with X = At I Ax. F is referred to as the numerical flux vector which is modified fiom the

first-order numerical flux to make the scheme of higher order accuracy. Using the

algorithm given in Equations (2.34)-(2.36), it is possible to extend the model to the

multi-dimensional case.

2.3.1 Liou's TVD Scheme

Since the Liou's TVD scheme has successfully been employed to calculate flows

with strong shocks and with highly stiff source terms52.53.54^ should be applicable to
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simulate the T-Iayer flow with high accuracy. Only the important results of this

numerical scheme are stated below, more details are referred to Liou's original work^'.

When the numerical flux vectors F in Equation (2.35) are expanded, Liou's TVD

scheme for the one-dimensional system is written as

AU;=-T(A-F; + A-ir)"-iTA-|<,}(I-tV„)A-l7

with the notation

),=( Vi-( )j (2.38)

A-( )-( )j-i )j_, (2.39)

A is the Jacobian matrix of the flux vector F

A(U) = ̂  (2.40)

The equation system is hyperbolic and can be diagonalized. After diagonalization.

the eigenvalues of Jacobian matrix A are obtained as (m, m+c, m-c,m) with c = vTP/P •

Since the commonly used Roe's average might not be valid for a chemically

reacting flow®^.^^, the components of Jacobian matrix A^+i/j, are evaluated at some

average state between (U^, U^+,) similar to the ones defined by Huang'"' or Carofano'®

as

^  _ipA)j+(pA)j^,
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^j+m
_ {puA)j+{puA)^^^

{pA)j + ipA)j^,
(2.41b)

(HA)i + (HA)^,,
(2.41c)

(pxVi/2=— ^Aj + Aj^i
(2.41d)

where H = {e + p)/p is the total energy per unit mass. The other average properties are

then calculated based on the local values of pj+1/2, Wy+1/2. (PxVi/2-

Using flux-vector splitting techniques for upwind schemes^®, the flux vector F can

be split into F"^ and F" according to positive and negative signs of the eigenvalues

respectively. A Van Leer type flux vector splitting is used in the current study as^^

F^ =

Pi

Pi F^-[u-p(u + 2c)]/pc^

Pi F^^iuc±2hfl2ic^+2h)

Pi. Pi-Px/P

(2.42)

with F,*=7—(w + c)^
4 c

The limiter function is chosen as

rf' +
(2.43)



with r* =

and tj =

.1=1 / «=1

Xa'/t/Ia-z--
L 1=1 / 1=1
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(2.43a)

(2.43b)

2.3.2 Initial and Boundary Conditions

With the unsteady model in the present study, there are two ways of inserting T-

layers into the MHD channel: instantaneous appearance and artificial formation. In the

first case, the T-layer is assumed to be with the uniform plasma at the beginning of the

process (e.g., at r=0) and only the MHD channel is involved in the calculations. While in

the latter case, a T-layer formation section located upstream of the MHD channel is also

included in the calculation and the process starts with initial triggering of a small volume

of plasma. The initial triggering is fulfilled by setting a certain voltage across the channel

height at the triggering point located at the inlet of the formation section which is a part

of the flow nozzle, accelerating flow to the inlet condition needed for the MHD device.

Before the appearance of T-layers, the flow conditions in the MHD channel and the

formation section (if applicable) are set following isentropic relations.

In the calculations, only a certain length of MHD channel is included which is

enough to show the important T-layer interactions inside the channel but not necessarily

the length of a practical device designed for producing optimum performance.

Therefore, at the channel exit, the boundary conditions are chosen to be of nonrcflecting

type, to prevent the perturbations fix)m downstream propagating along the incoming

characteristics. The model for nonreflecting boundary conditions developed by

Thompson®" which can handle the passing of strong shock waves is used.
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The same nonreflecting boundary condition model is also employed at the inlet of

the MHD channel in the case with instantaneous appearance of T-layer. Whenever there

is a formation section involved in the calculation, the upstream boundary conditions are

set at the subsonic inlet of the nozzle. (The formation section is located at the

downstream supersonic portion of nozzle.) Under such circumstances, the local

pressure, gas density, and charged particle density are assigned at the nozzle inlet as

physical conditions, and the local velocity is found firom characteristics extrapolation

including the source term into a model initially formulated by Yee.^'

2.3.3 Stability for Time-dependent Algorithm

The stability of the finite difference method applied for numerically solving the

unsteady equations (2.33) requires certain limitations on the length of time step At.

Without the source terms R, the linearized stability limit is the well-known CFL

(Courant-Friedrichs-Lewy) condition, i.e. Ar (X;r)max/^^-l« where (X/7)max is the

maximum value of eigenvalues for the Jacobian matrix A defined in Equation (2.40) and

corresponds to |m|-i-c. Since the CFL condition is obtained from analyzing linearized

forms of unsteady equations without source terms, the linearized stability limit is

multiplied by a safety factor with a value less than unity to count for the non-linear

effect, that is

(2.44)
\u\ + c

Values between 0.2 to 0.75 are chosen for the safety factor /j in the calculations of

different cases.
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Due to the expected strong MHD interaction and the "stiff term from chemically

nonequilibrium ionization, the source terms R might cause dominant influences. An

additional constraint in numerical stability for the existence of source terms is evaluated

as

Ais/rTj-^— a-'lS)

where is the maximum value of the eigenvalues for the Jacobian matrix 3R/3U

and /2 is a safety factor smaller than one. In the calculations, the proper range of ̂  is

found to be within 0.1 to 0.3.

At each time step, At is calculated to satisfy the two criteria (2.44 and 2.45) at each

grid point. The minimum value of these local Ar's is assigned as the length of the time

step fOT each calculation time cycle.

2.4 Solution for Governing Equations of Electrical Group

Right after the electron density and other flow properties are advanced one time

step, none of the local electrical properties of plasma including electrical conductivity,

current density, etc.; can be directly calculated. This is because all the local electrical

properties are coupled to the local electron temperature which is usually found

solving the electron energy equation. Within the electron energy equation, the Joulean

dissipation term is strongly coupled to the local current density that is to be obtained

through Ohm's law. However, Ohm's law implicitly contains certain bulk electrical

properties such as the total current in relation (2.16) for a generator or the applied

voltage in (2.19) for an accelerator. The values of the total current or the applied
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voltage are decided based on prior knowledge of the distribution of certain local

variables when referring to Equations (2.13)-(2.15).

Moreover, every electrical property, no matter whether or not it is a local or a bulk

value, cannot be independently solved under the assumed operating configurations for

both generator and accelerator. The whole set of electrical properties have to solved

simultaneously in order to satisfy Kirchhoff s law for the MHD circuit. By substituting

the temperature of heavy species, 7^, from the equation of state (2.12) into the elastic

collision term of electron energy equation (2.10), this temperature is implicitly found

with other electrical properties .

Therefore, if there are m local properties and n bulk properties to be found on k

grid points, a set of (mxk + n) equations has to be solved simultaneously.

Unfortunately, the commonly used Newton-Raphson method for the nonlinear iteration

cannot be applied to the whole set of equations. This is due to the discontinuities in the

derivatives of properties created by the judging process for the onset of nonequilibrium

plasma to be discussed in the next Chapter.

A method with two iterative loops is developed to overcome the numerical

difficulties and still retain acceptable converging rates for iteration. The iterative process

begins with a guessed value for a certain bulk property, say, the total current for a

generator and the externally applied voltage for an accelerator. At the inner loop, a

Newton-Raphson iteration is applied at each grid to find the local properties. After

deciding whether the local plasma satisfies the criteria for the onset of nonequilibrium

plasma, an outer loop using a conventional bi-section iteration is employed to match the

bulk electrical properties (obtained through integrals of local properties) with KirchhofFs

law. Before the next iterative cycle in the outer loop, the iterative process has to go

through the inner loop again to evaluate the new values for local properties. The whole

process repeats itself until final converged solutions are obtained for both loops.
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Only the inner iterative loop is needed in the calculations of the T-layer formation

section. This is because the value of applied voltage is given in the formation section.

Hence, according to Ohm's law as in (2.19) without the induced field, the local current

density can be considered as a function of the local electrical conductivity, which itself is

a function of electron temperature. By inserting the relation thus obtained into the

electron energy equation, the electron temperature becomes the only unknown in the

equation, which can be iteratively solved. After finding the local electron temperature,

all the other electrical properties, local and bulk, can be easily calculated.
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CHAPTER 3

CONDITIONS FOR THE ONSET OF

NONEQUILIBRIUM PLASMA

In a medium-pressure gas discharge with a nonequilibriiun plasma, the mean

electron energy is usually greater than that of heavy species and the energy transfer

between particles are dominated by collisional processes. In this type of plasma, there

are three kinds of processes competing with each other for the energy exchange with

electrons: elastic collisions between electrons, inelastic collisions with heavy particles for

excitation or ionization, and elastic collisions with heavy particles. The colliding rate for

the first kind is approximately proportional to while the other two are roughly

proportional to (n^-rig). Due to a stronger dependence on electron density and a higher

mean energy (thermal random velocity), the electrons collide and change energy among

themselves more frequently when the electron density is high enough. Under such

circumstances, the energy transfer in electron-electron collisions dominates the energy

exchange in the plasma and the electron energy distribution approaches the most

probable distribution in thermodynamic equilibrium - the Maxwellian distribution.

On the other hand, once the electron density decreases, the electron-electron

collision fioquency will drop at a faster rate compared to collisions of the other two

kinds. The rate for energy exchange between electrons decreases dramatically and

ultimately becomes comparable to the electron energy loss due to collisions with heavy

species. In this situation, electrons tend to be non-Maxwellian in distribution. It was

estimated that the Maxwellian distribution might become an appropriate approximation
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to describe the energy distribution of electrons in a plasma when the ionization degree

increases to 10®-

In studying the inlet relaxation phenomena existing at the inlet of a closed cycle

MHD generator operating with a nonequilibrium plasma, a criterion for the onset of

nonequilibrium plasma was identified theoretically by Borghi et al.®^'®^ and the theory

was also verified experimentally by Borghi.®^ The existence of the inlet relaxation region

is due to a longer than expected ionization relaxation time. That is, if the electron

density is less than a critical value, the electron energy loss due to excitations to the first

excited state becomes important with respect to the energy transfer between electrons.

These excitations can only be fulfilled by electrons with energies higher than the first

excited threshold energy. As a result, the electrons in the high energy tail section are

depleted from a Maxwellian distribution. The shortage of these high energy electrons

causes a difficulty in triggering the ionization processes which subsequently results in a

region of plasma with ionization degrees lower than that predicted by using an assumed

Maxwellian distribution. Only if the electron density is greater than the critical electron

density, can the nonequilibrium plasma be properly produced in the MHD channel.

To find the critical electron density and to explain the depletion of electrons in the

high energy tail, Borghi et al®^-®^ employed a method originally proposed by Vriens®® for

noble or noble-alkali gas in gas discharges to describe argon-cesium plasma at operating

conditions typical for the MHD generators. The results showed that for electron

densities below a critical value, the excitation energy required for free electrons to

support excitation collisions from ground to the first excited state in cesium atoms could

not be balanced by the corresponding de-excitation energy gain for electrons due to the

escape of radiation. In this situation, the high-energy electrons responsible for excitation

lose their energy in the excitation collisions and become the low energy electrons with a

rate faster than the rate for low-energy electrons transferring to high-energy electron
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through gaining energy fh)m de-excitation collisions. The net outcome of this imbalance

is the depletion of high-energy electrons.

In the previous studies^^-^''-^^, the argon-cesium plasma was examined with argon

being treated as a buffer gas which could not be excited or ionized. In this work, the

original method is modified to describe pure argon plasma in order to find its critical

electron density which will then be used as a criterion for the onset of a nonequilibrium

plasma in the T-layer modeling.

3.1 Two-Electron Group Model (2-EGM)

Vriens^^ proposed to separate electrons into two groups: bulk electrons with

energies below the threshold energy for the first excited state and tail electrons with

energies greater than or equal to the same threshold energy. The electron energy

distribution function is divided into two parts, each has a form similar to Maxwellian

function with a temperature to represent its mean energy, e.g..

Bulk electron: /*(£,) = 2 exp(-^) for <601 (3.1)

r  -jl/2
Tail electron: /'(e,) = 2n,Gj ^^^^31 exp(-^) for > Eqi (3.2)

This electron distribution is shown in Figure 3.1. The parameters and T, are

referred to as the "bulk" and "tail" temperatures respectively. Since the mean electron

energy is generally much less than the first threshold energy Egj most electrons belong to

the bulk electrons and the bulk temperature is a good approximation to the mean

electron temperature of all the electrons. That is why is used in expression (3.1).
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Figure 3.1 Electron Distribution in Two-electron Group Model (7J < 7^)

By the definition given in Equation (3.2), the tail temperature T, is a measure of the

degree of depletion in the tail electrons. The parameter G is the normalization factor.

After comparisons between the results from solving the Boltzmann equation and that

from 2-EGM, Morgan and Vriens®'' suggested that, for the argon plasma.

with

GiT„T,) = [(T,/T,f^expi-Eoi/kT, + Eoi/kT,)]

r = 1.09-0.17(1-0.57,/rj-^

(3.3)

With G given as Equation (3.3) the electron energy has a continuous distribution at

£e - Eqi if ̂  = 1- Maxwellian distribution is arrived at when 7] = 7^.
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3.2 Three-level Atomic Model^®

The argon atom is described by a simple approximation, the three-level model

including the ground state (3p® ̂ Sq), the first excited state (Bd^ 4s), and the ground state

of the singly ionized ion (3p5 ̂ P3,2), as shown in Figure 3.2. The first excited state is

considered as a lumped state including four sub-states which, when expressed in L-S

coupling, are (93144 cm '), (93751 cm '), ̂ Pq (94554 cm-'), and ̂ Pj (95400 cm-

'), with an average excited energy of 11.65 eV. In this case, the energy differences

between the three levels are = 15.76 eV, and =4.11 eV. The statistic weights are

«o = l. ft = rf'2)+sA)+ft(''o)+«i(''i) = 5+3+l + 3 = 12,andSi = 6.

A coUisional-radiative model®'70 is employed to describe the transitions of

electrons between energy levels. The collisional transitions considered are the

excitation/ionization and de-excitation/recombination between the levels. The

recombination collisions are assumed to be three-body recombination with electrons as

the third body. The radiation effects considered include absorption, induced emission

and spontaneous emission. It is convenient to treat the combined effects of absorption

and induced emission as a reduction in the spontaneous emission transition probability

a parameter known as the radiative-escape factor, p.'" A detailed definition of the

radiative-escape factor can be found in Reference 68. The net rate of radiative

transitions, including emission and absorption, from level j to level i (j>i) is then

expressed as with the Einstein A coefficient for the transition j to i. The

resultant rate equations for density in the ground state, n^, the first excited state, and

electron density, n^, = /ij^) are

"o = + ̂OA.) + "l("«^10 PloAo) + + PxoAlo) (3A)



/i, = no«,/s:oi - n^{n,K^Q + + PioAo) + n]in,K^x + PxAi)
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(3.5)

K = («o^ox + (^xo + ̂xi) - (Pxo^ixo + Pxi^^xi) (3.6)

ATy 's are the rate coefficients for collisional transitions fiom state i to j, including

excitation, and ionization, while AT^ 's are that for de-excitation and recombination.

The rate coefficients are defined in terms of the related transition collision cross

sections . For excitation and ionization,

ee

= J /(£«) Gi; (e J V, (e,) dz.

c-oi oo

\f\^,)Qij(e,)V,(e,)dz^+\f{z,)Qij(e,)v^ie,)de„ ife^-<Eqi,

J/'(eJQ>(eJv,(eJtfe„ ifEy ̂ £oi.

(3.7)

n

Collisional Transition

Rsdiative Ttansition

15.76 ev 3p»2po

11.65 ev 3p'4s

Oev 3p®^So
(Ground State)

Figure 3.2 Three-level Atomic Model for Argon
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where = ̂2zJm^ is the electron thermal velocity. For de-excitation or

recombination transitions, the threshold energy is zero and thus the transitions are

dominated by the bulk electrons. In this case, the rate coefficients become

0

£  a,(e,) v,{e,) £ J/'(e,) QjCe,) v,(e,) <&. (3.8)
0  0

A detailed discussion for the evaluation of rate coefficients and cross section for

electron-impact ionization, excitation, de-excitation, and recombination was given

Vriens and Smeets.''^ In the current study, a simplified formula is adopted for the

calculations of various inelastic electron collision cross sections, that is,^

\bA\-zJz,) ife^>e,.;
0  ifE,<E;. »,9)

This simple formula is expected to provide acceptable accuracy since, in terms of energy,

the major contribution of the inelastic collisions comes from the narrow region near the

threshold value.

In relation (3.9), b^j has a constant value found fix)m fitting experimental or

theoretical data near the threshold energy. For argon, its values for the excitation and

ionization were found as bgj = 0.6x10-2°, = 2.6x10-2°, and bj^ = 20.xl0-2°

The corresponding values for de-excitation and recombination can be obtained based on

the principle of detailed balancing, which, for transition i«-^j, has a form as

Qij(i) = 8j e. (3.10)
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withe^ = e, + e,y. Then,

p. E,+E:j
Qjiiee) = ̂-^aji^e+^ij)

gj e,

=  = (3.11)
'  gj £. ' ^e+^ij gj '

Relation (3.11) is valid for both de-excitation and recombination. However, it is

also noted that for three-body recombination, as can be seen from the Saha equilibrium

coefficient (2.29); the effective partition function for the ground state of a singly ionized

ion is

gyge^gx-^ 7i—^ (3.12)

/  -\3/2
where is considered as the contribution from free electrons with [Inm^kT^ Ih ) as

the translational part of partition function and "2" as the contribution from electron spin.

When including the influence from this effective partition function into relation (3.11),

the collision cross section for recombination is.

<2u=-^i'a (3.13)
gk ' ge

The three-body recombination cross section obtained as (3.13) has a dimension of

[L^] while the cross sections for the other processes are of [L^]. The rate coefficients

subsequently obtained have dimensions of [L®/t] and [LVt] for recombination and other

processes respectively.

The rate coefficients can now be evaluated through integrals in Equations (3.7) and

(3.8) with collision cross sections given in (3.9), (3.11), and (3.13). In general.
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excitation and ionization are dominated by tail electrons while de-excitation and

recombination are mainly due to the bulk electrons. For argon, Ei;^=4.11 eV <

Eqi =11.65 eV, thus, ionization from the excited state is basically a bulk process. With

some approximations, we obtain

K,j=b,^0(T,.T.)j^np(-^). ; = 1A (3.14)
\7im, kTf

=  (3.15)nm^ kTg

ji = X0,Xl,10
S Kmj ,

e

(3.16)

The ionization coefficient given in formula (2.30) was actually obtained as a total

rate coefficient for excitationfionization''® based on the partial local thermal equilibrium

(PLTE) model of Van der Sijde.^^ Within the concept of PLTE, the total rate

coefficient for excitation/ionization is defined as''^

N

=  (3.17)
y=i

where iV=l for the upper excited level in the three-level atomic model.

Figure 3.3 compares the ionization coefficient calculated from Equation (3.17) with

that found from Equation (2.30). The consistency between both results show the validity

of the current three-level model with inelastic collision cross sections as given in

Equation (3.9).
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Figure 3.3 Comparison of the lonization Coefficients of Argon Calculated

from Equations (2.30) and (3.17)

The radiation from radiative recombination is usually optically thin''^, e.g.,

= 1, = 1. However, due to the relatively smaller cross section for radiative

recombination (see for example. Chapter 2 of Reference 68) and for the simplicity of the

model, the assumption of negligible radiative recombination is applied.

As stated previously, the first excited state of argon in the three-level model

consists of four sub-states. Among them, only two sub-states, ^Pj and 'Pj, are allowed

for radiative transition according to the selection rule. The corresponding two resonance

lines are

3d^ 4s -4 3p^ Xo=1066.66 A, Ajq = 1.19 x 10^ sec ^ ^i=3;
3d5 4s ^Pj 3p6 'So: ')̂ =mS.22 A, A,o = 1.19 x 10® sec'S g,=3.
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where is the wavelength at the center of the resonance line. For a Boltzmann

distribution, the particle density in each energy level is proportional to gjCxp(-ej f kT).

Due to the small differences between their energies, the population densities in the four

sub-states can be approximately assumed to be proportional to their statistical weights:

Thus,

ni Ao Pio = [Ao(1066 A)p,o(1066 A) -t- A,o(1048 A)Pio(1048 A)j (3.18)

By assuming the geometry of the plasma as a infinite slab, Holstein''' derived an

expression for the radiative-escape factor as

P,o = 1.150(71/:^ (3.19)

for considering a pressure broadening (resonance broadening in our case due to

interactions with same atoms) with a Lorentzian profile. The absorption coefficient, k^,

at the center of the resonance line and can be found as

(3.20)
27t go y.

with Yp the half-width of the resonance broadened line. For argon, it was also given

that^

^ = 0.0144«^,Xo'il- (3.21)
Ao 8o

In relation (3.19), L is the characteristic length of the infinite slab, i.e., its thickness. In

the T-layer calculation, this characteristic length is chosen as the smaller between the

thickness of T-layer and the channel height.
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The solutions of the rate equations (3.4)-(3.6) can now be found. With the help of

conservation of the nuclei of argon atoms

=  + «! + ««. (3.22)

only two of the rate equations have to be solved to find the three particle densities Hq, /ij,

and rig.

3.3 Conservation of Electron Energy

The conservation of electron energy including the effects from inelastic collisions

between electrons and atoms can be written in terms of power density as

Pj + Psel + Prec = Pel + + Pion + Prod (3-23)

in which, energy gain terms for electrons consisting of Joule dissipation (7), super-elastic

collisions (de-excitation, seJ), and recombination (rec) are given in the left-hand-side;

while the energy loss terms including elastic collisions with heavy particles {el),

excitation {exc), ionization {ion), and radiation {rod) are grouped in the right-hand-side.

Comparing Equation (3.23) with (2.10), the differences are from the omission of inelastic

excitation and de-excitation contribution and a combination of ionization and

recombination into a net term, in Equation (2.10). The negligence of that portion

of inelastic collision effect has been justified in Reference 68 (Chapter 8) when the

frequency of inelastic collisions between electrons and neutrals is less than the fiiequency

of electron Coulomb collisions, which is usually tme for the argon plasma.

In 2-EGM, the energy conservation equations can be separately written for the tail

and bulk electrons as
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P} + Ho + Plo + Plx + H = Hi + Pox + Hxx + ^ (3.24)

Pj + ̂01 + ̂ol + +^10 + ̂xo + ̂x'l + PL (3.25)

In which the processes of excitation and ionization are considered to be with energy flow

fiom the tail electrons to the bulk electrons, whereas, the processes of de-excitation and

recombination are thought to cause energy flow fit>m the bulk to the tail electrons.

Based on this, energy gain terms are then grouped into the left-hand-side and in the

right-hand-side are the energy loss terms. P^. and /fare the energy exchange

Coulomb collisions between two groups of electrons which flows fiom the group with a

higher temperature to the other group.

The power densities from inelastic collisions are formulated as following:

1.) excitation 0->l or ionization 0->^, e- > Eqi, j=l,^

Poj = ne no
OP *-01 ' ̂Oj

Eoy J f Qoj V. dE, + jf Q^J V, (£, - Eqj ) de. (3.26)

Wpi .

Poi = n,nQ jf Q^J V, (e, -Eqj)de. (3.27)

2.) ionization 1->X,, < Eqi

Hx = ̂eni Eix //' Qxx V. de, + jf Qa v, (e, -e^)de. (3.28)



t-oi ^Ol+^IX

-ea J f Qa v. + J /' Qa v. (e. - ) de.
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(3.29)

3.) de-excitation 1-K), > e,01

P,o = "l
e« ~

J Z'' 010 V, (e, + Coi) de, + Eqi J /' Qio v, de. (3.30)

^W = "efh jfOlO^e^ede, (3.31)

4.) recombination e,-, > Eqi

pt 3
"xo ~ '^e

EqI OO

J f 0X0 (e, + Eox) d^e + eox J /' 0xo v, (3.32)

^x''o = "e^ J/''0xoV,e.''e. (3.33)

5.) recombination ̂ —>1, < Eqi

pt 3
^X1 ~ "e

^01

J f'' 0X1V. (e« + Ea) dee + Ea J f 0xi (3.34)

pb 3
Ul - j/" 0X1 VeEe fife.-Ea J/''0XlVeife,

Cfll Cll

(3.35)
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Substituting these expressions for inelastic power densities into (3.24) and (3.25),

adding them up, and applying the relations for the rate coefficients as in Equations (3.7)

and (3.8), the electron energy equation can be written in a form as

+  = + (3-36)

with the net power from inelastic collision, being defined as

^inel ~ ̂«[(^ ̂01 ^lo)^01 "'"(^^ox ^Xl)^ix] (3.37)

With regular expressions for the Joule heating, the elastic collision energy, and

radiation loss, Equation (3.36) becomes

y

— = 'ilc(T^-T)m,n^^-^+q^^ + Pi^,, j = Ar,Ar* (3.38)
a  ̂ mj

Only two of the electron energy equations are needed to solve 7, and 7, and it is usually

convenient to solve the final form of the global electron energy equation (3.38) and that

for the tail electrons (3.24).

Various power densities in the tail electron energy equation are left to be decided.

Contribution from the inelastic electron-atom collisions are obtained through integrals in

Equations (3.26), (3.28), (3.30),(3.32), and (3.34). After some approximations, they

become

ISUT p..

fij = n, «o S 0(T,T,) ̂  cxp(-^H2/iT,+eoj)
kT, ■'

=  no Kqj (IkT, + Eqj ), 7 = 1, A, (3.39)
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(3.40)

Similarly, /jo = fkjQ (2kTg + Eqj) (3.41)

/^O - ^XO (2^^ ^OX ) (3.42)

kZ
£ (i + £oi j.tr/■! j.foi ^\2

kZ
^) + i^r(l+ ^^)

e

-exp(-.^)
kZ

^01 tT /'I J. ^01 \2enil+—)+kTAl+^)
kl/ ' kT/

itr.

+ea,liG(r..J;)exp(-|f) (3.43)

Expressions for power densities from the electrical field (i.e., Joule dissipation),

elastic collisions, and Coulomb relaxation were derived previously^''.''^ and are

summarized below:

P'= n f'(E =£ ^ ,O  J ^011_,_ ^01)3^7; n^rOmi^e = ^Ql) (3.44)

2m,
m

, = Eo,)J^
\ '"e

T'w = n, /'(£, = £oi)—^Eoi n^r Qmi^e = Eol) J— (kZ, +eoi) (3.45)

7';=«,/'(e, = £oi)(:f-l)(^7;+£o,) e* ri~
*"'87t£o^\m,£oi In A (3.46)

where In A is the Coulomb logarithm.

_Xd _VA = ̂  =

^/^7C£n£,c^oi

(3.47)
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where is the Debye length, is the impact parameter for a 90® deflection angle, and

Eq is permittivity of free space. In obtaining Equations (3.44) and (3.45), it is assumed

that has a linear relation with the electron energy and for argon the linear coefficient

is 1.4 X 10~^°m2/eV in the energy range above the Ramsauer minimum.

The radiative loss from tail electrons is assumed to be negligible due to its strong

dependence on the electron density which , in this case, is the tail electron density and is

usually relatively small.

3.4 Results for the Critical Conditions

The critical electron density for the onset of nonequilibrium plasma is decided in

the case of a stationary gas discharge. Ohm's law for a regular gas discharge is in

included, that is

J = aE (3.48)

By combining Ohm's law, any two of the particle rate equations (3.4)-(3.6), conservation

of atomic nuclei (3.22), and electron energy equations for the tail and global electrons,

(3.24) and (3.38), a set of six equations is established with seven unknown variables:

Kq, /I,, /ig, T^, Tf, E, and current density J.

According to Borghi®^, the critical condition corresponds to a situation when
BT
—^ = 0 in tail depleted electrons where T,<Tg. Owing to an extremely nonlinear
dT,

connection between these two temperatures, it is usually very complicated to include this

extra condition as the seventh equation into the equation set. Nevertheless, it is much

easier to observe the critical condition by assigning one of the variables as a coordinate

axis. Then, calculate the corresponding solutions of the other six variables at each point
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97"
on the coordinates and locate where = 0 is satisfied. At this point the corresponding

97;

electron density is the critical electron density,

In the present study, n^>n^cr is used as the condition for the onset of

nonequilibrium plasma only for a recombining plasma. For an ionizing plasma, the Joule

dissipation is the only source term in the electron energy equation (2.10). Therefore, an

electric field of certain magnitude is needed to support the power consumed in ionization

and radiation and to sustain an elevation of electron temperature over gas temperature.

The lower limit of the electric field is identified as the electric field corresponding to the

critical electron density is symbolized as That is, the critical conditions are

n,>n,cr and E>E„, if ̂ ^0;
dt

n,>n,„, if -:^<0

(3.49)

dr^
dt

In an MHD device, the electrical field E in the critical condition (3.49) is the

absolute value of Jyfc found from Ohm's law in (2.16) for the generator or (2.19) for

the accelerator respectively. It is simply the net applied electrical field (y^p-V^)ll in

the T-layer formation section.
97^

Including the extra condition, -^-^ = 0, there are seven equations for seven
91,

unknowns and the system of equations is closed. In other words, the critical conditions

can totally be determined once the gas pressure, the gas temperature, and a characteristic

length, which decides the radiative-escape factor in Equation (3.19), are assigned. The

results of a sample case with argon pressure of 5 x 10^ N/m^, gas temperature of 1000

®K, and a plasma layer 10 cm in thickness are shown in Figure 3.4. On this plot, the

critical electron density and electrical field are marked. When the electron density is
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lower than the critical value, the differences between T, and sharply increase, the tail

electrons are strongly depleted.

Figures 3.5 and 3.6 show the maps for and with the characteristic length

of plasma as 10 cm and 1 cm respectively. Comparison between different figures shows

that the values of critical properties decrease with increasing plasma thickness due to a

stronger absorption of radiation. In the same map, it is seen that the critical values are

closely related to gas density, that is, a higher density (higher pressure or lower gas

temperature) has larger critical values for both „ and E„. The resultant critical

electron densities for argon are generally corresponding to ionization degrees between

10-5-10"^, which fall in the transition domain fiom non-Maxwellian to Maxwellian

electrons.^2
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As pointed out by Morgan and Vriens®'', even though the 2-EGM was originally

developed for low-pressure gas discharge, it is applicable to high pressure discharges

with rare gases or metal vapors. The extension of applicable pressure range of 2-EGM

was further verified by a consistency between the results obtained fiom 2-EGM and

experimental observation in typical MHD operating conditions.®'
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CHAPTER 4

QUASI-STEADY MODELING

Up to now, the experimental data related to applying the T-layer with a

nonequilibrium plasma in MHD devices have been very limited. Thus, it is also desirable

to explore other possible means to further validate the results obtained from the unsteady

model coupled with the criterion for the onset of nonequilibrium plasma developed in the

preceding Chapters. For this purpose, the other T-layer model based on the previous

works of Vasilyev et is also introduced herein.

The model of Vasilyev et al.^'-^'* was originally developed to describe T-layer

interaction in an MHD generator and to predict its performance when using an

equilibrium plasma. This model was later modified to include the effect of a

nonequilibrium plasma by using a two-temperature model for its description. This type

of modification is necessary when the plasma pressure is low and when the working gas

has a small momentum transfer collision cross section with electrons. Such is the case

for inert gases which are of interest for the T-layer process.

The method of Vasilyev is followed to develop a good first order model to study

the T-layer power process. However, some modifications are introduced to Vasilyev's

model in order to better represent the operating conditions. These modifications

include:

- The contribution of the partial pressure of the electron gas to the flow static pressure

is not neglected. This portion of the pressure has certain influence when the electron

temperature becomes significantly higher than the gas temperature.



71

- Not only the plasma properties inside the T-layer are calculated, the flow field outside

the T-layer perturbed by the MHD interaction is also evaluated for comparison with

results found from the unsteady model with the same operating conditions.

- In the generator case, instead of keeping a constant load factor, the external load is

assigned and the load factor is later calculated in every time step for the reason cited in

Section 2.2.4.

- The model is extended to be applicable in describing the operation of accelerators, in

which load factor is kept constant as in the unsteady model.

4.1 Additional Assumptions

In addition to the general assumptions stated in Section 1.5.1 which the unsteady T-layer

modeling is based on, more assumptions made in the quasi-steady modeling are listed

below.

- The T-layer is treated as an impermeable but deformable piston.

- The whole T-layer has the same speed, i.e., the local flow speed.

- The height of the MHD channel is constant.

- The strength of magnetic field is constant through the channel length.

- Only a single T-layer is considered inside an MHD channel. (No interactions between

multiple T-layers are considered.)

- The effect of voltage drop across the plasma-electrode contact layer is neglected.

The assumptions of same speed, constant channel height, and constant magnetic

field assure constant loading condition throughout the length of T-layer according to the

definition of the load factor in (2.18) and (2.21) for the generator and the accelerator,

respectively. These are written as
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(4.1)

These additional assumptions further simplify the T-layer modeling and make it

amenable to quick analyses. However, to a large extent, the principal features needed to

describe the physics in the T-layer interaction processes are still maintained under the

assumptions.

From an order-of-magnitude analysis of the relaxation times for the different

processes, Vasilyev et concluded that the relaxation times of

ionization/recombination process and of momentum balance were both much shorter

than the relaxation time of the energy balance of the heavy species, that is, Xjg » x^„,

and Xjg»Xp. Based on this, Saha equilibrium and the spontaneity of momentum

relaxation were assumed to be valid in their model when concentration is on analysis of

the slower process for thermal stabilization of T-layer. This is why the model is referred

as the quasi-steady model.

However, the results obtained in Section 2.1 from a more detailed time scale

analysis show that for argon plasma the relaxation time for heating heavy species, Xjg, is

not necessary greater than both and Xp. On the contrary, Xjg is usually less than the

other two relaxation times when the energy exchange between electrons and the heavy

species is dominated by collisions of the Coulomb type at higher electron temperatures.

Therefore, the properties of T-layer argon plasma obtained in the quasi-steady model

might inherently contain certain errors from the assumptions of Saha equilibrium and the

spontaneous momentum balance, especially at the high temperamre region. Further

discussions regarding the possible error caused by these assumptions are to be given in

Section 5.1 by examining the results obtained in the sample cases.
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4.2 Mathematical Model

In the quasi-steady modeling, properties inside the T-layer and the outside flow

field are calculated by two separate groups of formulations. Communications between

both parts go through the boundary conditions set on the upstream and downstream ends

of the T-layer. That is, all the T-layer MHD interactions occur inside the clearly defined

boundaries of high temperature current layer and their influences to the flow field are

reflected in the property values on the boundaries. The flow field outside the T-layer is

considered as an initially uniform field to be perturbed by the insertion of T-layer.

4.2.1 Local Analysis of T-layer

A normalized Lagrangian coordinate attached to the T-layer is specified in the

quasi-steady model to describe the T-layer. The continuity equation can have a simpler

form when expressed in this Lagrangian coordinate as

dx 1 0.5.
— = - = -^ (4.2)

p  p

where s and x are the Lagrangian and Eulerian coordinates, respectively, and, Po and

are the gas density and the length of T-layer before MHD interaction begins. By directly

integrating Equation (4.2), the T-layer thickness 5(r) can be found as

8  1 .

bit) = Jdj: = Po So J —- (4.2a)
0  0
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The other conservation equations are summarized in Lagrangian coordinates

below.

Momentum p—= (4.3)
ds

Gas energy = j = Ar,Ar* (4.4)
at at j tTij

D
Electron energy — = 3/:(7;-r j = Ar,Ar^ (4.5)

a  ' ̂ mj

where hg = Cp Tg is the enthalpy of heavy species. The continuity equation for charged

particles (2.6) in the unsteady model is replaced by the Saha relation as

)3/2exp(—;i^) (4.6)
go h kT^

The relations for the electrodynamics in the MHD channel for both the generator

and the accelerator are about the same with those in the unsteady model, i.e.. Equations

(2.13)-(2.21), except that the integrals in relations (2.13)-(2.15) are now integrated

through the T-layer thickness only. With constant load factor and constant velocity

through the T-layer thickness. Ohm's law can be simplified as

Jy = <5uB{K-l) (4.7)

and the total current can be integrated as
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/ =

u  o

^JyWdx=\K-')\uBw^<5dx (4.8)

Combining Equations (4.1) to (4.8) with the equation of state (2.12) yields nine

equations for nine unknowns, i.e., p,p,T^,Tg,n^,h,Jy,I, and K. There still remains

one unknown, the flow velocity u. One more relation that is needed to solve for velocity

can be obtained by matching the surplus boundary condition on the momentum equation

(4.3), which has a form of first-order ordinary differential equation but with two

boundary conditions given as

^ = 0, p = P2, at upstream boundary of T - layer;

^ = 1, p = Pi, at downstream boundary of T - layer.

In which both pj and pj are forced to match the flow gasdynamic relationships as can be

easily understood by reference to Figures 4.1 and 4.2.

When treating the T-layer as an impermeable current canying piston, the

interacting body force from Lorentz effect, j x B, applied to the T-layer, perturbs the

flow field and a transient flow field develops. The flow structures which are generated

by the MHD effects are illustrated in Figures 4.1 and 4.2 for a generator and an

accelerator respectively.

Figures 4.1 and 4.2 depicts the situation wherein the T-layer is situated in the

channel producing power from electromagnetic induction. The presence of a

compression wave moving with velocity, w, is depicted. The traces of temperature and

pressure shown in the plots of these two figures indicate the typical flow behavior across

the system. Discontinuities in the flow variables are seen as the traces move across the

waves and the T-layer.
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In a generator, the Lorentz force is acting to retard the flow. The flow transients in

this case, when described in Lagrangian coordinates relative to the T-layer, are a

compression wave that propagates upstream and an expansion wave that moves

downstream.

Alternatively, the T-layer pushes the flow in the downstream direction in the

accelerator. The flow transients then constitute a compression wave that propagates

downstream and an expansion wave that moves upstream, both relative to the T-layer.

4.2.2 Perturbed Flow Field Surrounding T-layer

The surrounding flow field perturbed by the T-layer MHD interaction can be

treated as analogous phenomena in a shock tube. The well-known shock tube relations

can therefore be applied in the formulation of the flow field outside the T-layer. Using

the notations in Figures 4.1 and 4.2, the conservation relations across a compression

wave can be written as

Pi Y + I

Mj -W
-1 (4.9)

y-i-l

Ml -w _

u — w

Mj — W

.

H-
Y-1

(4.10)
Ui-w

Also, along a characteristics of the expansion wave (right-running characteristics in

a generator or left-running characteristics in an accelerator), the pressure ratio follows its

isentropic relation as
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A

1-
Y-1

V  Ay

%-i)
(4.11)

where "+" of the "±" sign is for a generator and is for an accelerator. These

expressions, Equations (4.9) through (4.11), contain three of the unknowns, i.e.,

and w. The entire set of governing equations describing the T-layer is therefore closed.

After solving the whole set of equations, the strength of the compression wave

(Pi/Pi) has been found. The other properties behind the compression wave can be easily

evaluated from the widely-known normal shock relations. The locations of the

compression wave, T-layer, and expansion wave in the flow field, as those marked in

Figures 4.1 and 4.2, are found by the relations summarized in Table 4.1.

Between ̂ 3(0 and XJ^(t) is the region of the rarefaction wave where the flow is

isentropic. The properties and their locations are evaluated along the characteristics with

the Riemann invariants.^®

Location Generator Accelerator

^i(0

/

0

/

5o + Jw(t')^it'
0

X2it)
/

0

6o+ju{t')dt'
0

Xjit) 0^2(0+5(0 J^(0-5(r)

x^it) 5o+(Mi + q)-r (M,-c,)-r

Table 4.1 Equations to Determine the Temporal Locations of Different Waves in

the Quasi-steady Model
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43 Solution Procedure

In the quasi-steady model, the gas energy equation (4.4) is the only goveming

equation in the time-dependent form. The gas temperature calculated from this equation

is advancing with time with a step length restrained from the characteristic time for

heating the gas as decided in Equation (2.2). All the other flow properties are to be

solved through iterative processes after updating the value of gas temperature.

At each time step, properties other than gas temperature are solved by two iterative

loops in an accelerator case while there are three loops involved in a generator case. The

extra loop in the generator is to match the load factor found after two loops with the

assigned value of the external load.

At the inner loop, after every guess of the T-layer velocity (and the load factor too

in the generator), the iteration begins with finding the boundary condition for the

momentum equation (4.3) at the upstream end of the T-layer, i.e., from solving

Equations (4.9) and (4.10) together. The momentum equation, equation of state (2.12),

electron energy equation (4.5), Saha relation (4.6), and Ohm's law (4.7) are then

combined to iterate for the solutions of the local properties including pressure (p), gas

density (p), electron temperature (Tg), electron density (n^), and current density (J) at

each grid.

Next is the loop to find the exact value of the T-layer velocity under the given (in

an accelerator) or guessed (in a generator) load factor. In a generator, one further

iteration is needed to find the correct load factor which satisfies Kirchhoffs law for the

circuit

The iterative processes are summarized in Figure 4.3. Newton-Raphson is the

method applied in these iterations. A fourth-order Runge-Kutta scheme is employed to

solve the time-dependent gas energy equation.
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4.4 Performance Map

In this Section, the factors which, under the assumptions of quasi-steady model,

affect the performance of MHD devices of T-layer type are grouped into a few non-

dimensional parameters. The performance of this kind of generator or accelerator is then

expressed in terms of these non-dimensional parameters. By doing this, a performance

map can be constructed using these parameters as independent variables. After building

the performance map, the performance potential of T-layer MHD devices, as well as the

influence from a single parameter on the overall performance, can hence be easily seen

and predicted.

4.4.1 Generator

To compare the performance of a generator, one important parameter is the

enthalpy extraction ratio (E.E.R. or Tj^^) which is defined as the ratio of the power

produced by the generator to the total power content of the T-layer flow at its creation.

For a T-layer generator, it can be expressed as

/2 p

(4.12)

where //i = p, Uj A is the mass flow rate and 7,0 is the stagnation temperature of the

unperturbed flow. Substituting relations (4.1), (4.7), (4.8), and the integrated form of

momentum equation (4.3) as

u  o

P2-Pz = \jyBdx =\K-\\uB^^C5dx (4.13)
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into Equation (4.12), it becomes

M P2--P3 Ao 7;

^  Pi"iC^7;o Y Ao A

By defining a normalized pressure drop across the T-layer dtp = (P2 ~ft)/P/o > ^

normalized velocity ratio as m = m/mj (reduced velocity for the generator or enhanced

velocity for the accelerator), and applying isentropic relations to the last two terms in the

above expression; the enthalpy extraction ratio can then be written in terms of non-

dimensional parameters as

%  (4.14)

with A/j as Mach number of the unperturbed flow.

An MHD interaction parameter, can be defined as the product of the

magnetic Reynolds number, R^,

and the magnetic pressure ratio, /?^,

2 Po Ao

Using these dimensionless parameters and the integrated form of the momentum

equation (4.13), an alternative form of the normalized pressure drop can be derived as



^=PlZPl =
PtO

u

\K-\\uB^jadx

P,o

= 2\K-l\\iQujadx- lilr

PlO
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that is. &p = 2\l-K\R„R, (4.15)

Let V = -(m-Mj) as the velocity of T-layer in a frame moving with the unperturbed

flow velocity Mj when choosing the positive direction as that the compression wave

propagates relative to the T-layer. The velocity thus defined corresponds to the velocity

of the contact surface in a shock tube problem with an initially stationary unperturbed

flow. Based on this similarity, we can easily obtain the mathematical connection between

the contact surface velocity, v, and the strength of the compression wave from the

coiresponding relation in a regular shock tube problem, that is

V _

Ci Y

1 ( P2
A

2T■Y/
Ai±1)

a/ +(Y-1)//a AY + l)

/2

(4.16)

By defining

K = v/c, =(1-m)Mj, (4.17)

Equation (4.16) can be used to solve for P2 /p, as a function of y and K. Similarly, from

Equation (4.11), p^l can also be expressed as a function of y and K. Therefore, the

pressure drop ratio across the T-layer, can be derived from the expressions for

P2/P1 and p^ I Pi as



P,Q Pi P,o Pi V 2 J

85

1-I^K (4.18)

Thus, Ap can be written as a function of A/j, 7, and K. Expressing K in terms of and

u as its definition in (4.17), a relation as

Ap = fiy,M„u) (4.19)

can be easily derived.

Combining this relation (4.19) with Equations (4.14) and (4.15), Ap, and u

can be solved once Kg, A/j, and 7 are assigned. Therefore, by selecting the

specific heat ratio of a working fluid, 7, and the operating (unperturbed) Mach number,

A/j, a performance map for the enthalpy extraction ratio, 1]^/, the corresponding reduced

velocity, ii, and pressure drop ratio, Ap, can be constructed using Kg and as

independent variables.

4.4.2 Accelerator

Similar to the enthalpy extraction ratio for a generator, an enthalpy addition ratio

(E.A.R. or T\,) is an important indication for the performance of an accelerator. This

enthalpy addition ratio, 1)^, is defined as the ratio of the pushing power added to the flow

with respect to the total power content of the T-layer flow at its creation, that is.

^=-7—:p- (4.20)
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Similar to the derivation procedure in the generator case, using the load factor in

Equations (4.1) with (4.7), (4.8), and (4.13), can be expressed by the dimensionless

parameters defined previously as

IU= — (4.21)

In an accelerator, the velocity of the contact surface across the compression wave,

V, is defined similar to that in the generator case, except that in an accelerator the

compression wave is moving downstream with respect to the T-layer, and hence, v has a

positive value in the same direction, e.g., v = «-«,. The normalized contact surface

velocity K in (4.17) then turns out to be k = v / q = (ii - l)A/j and exactly the same form

of relation (4.18) is applicable in an accelerator.

With the similarities of relations (4.15) and (4.19) in an accelerator and in a

generator, it is obvious that, under the assumptions for the quasi-steady model, the

performance of a T-layer accelerator can also be totally decided by a group of four

dimensionless parameters: K^, Mj, and 7. The performance map with and

variables for the enthalpy addition ratio (rj^), the corresponding enhanced

velocity {u), and the pressure drop ratio (Ap) of an accelerator can thus be constructed

when 7 and A/j are chosen.
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CHAPTER 5

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

In this Chapter, the performance of T-layer type MHD devices are evaluated using

both the unsteady and the quasi-steady nxxlels. The results obtained from the unsteady

model are first compared with that of the quasi-steady model under the same operating

conditions for some sample cases. With certain modifications in the channel inlet

conditions, the unsteady model is next applied to simulate laboratory experiments for a

T-layer generator using an argon plasma reported by Gavrilov et al.®

Next, a proposed T-layer formation section is included into the numerical

simulations of the unsteady model. Here, the channel can operate with multiple T-layers

simultaneously. Finally, the performance maps for both T-layer generators and

accelerators are constructed under the assumptions of the quasi-steady model. These are

discussed to highlight the potential of the T-layer device.

5.1 Comparisons of Results Between Unsteady and Quasi-steady Models

Some cases within the typical MHD operating regime, which also show

nonequdibrium effects obtained from using argon gas as working medium, are chosen as

cases for calculations using both unsteady and quasi-steady models. Comparisons are

made between the results obtained from the two models for the generator as well as the

accelerator.

For the purpose of comparison, the initial conditions, the boundary conditions, the

channel geometry, and the operating conditions remain the same in both models. The
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latter two conditions are easy to fulfill in both models by assigning the same values to

variables associated with the geometry and the operating conditions, including: T,o and

P,o the stagnation temperature and pressure of the fluid at the channel inlet. A/, the

Mach number of the unperturbed flow at the inlet, B the external magnetic field, A the

cross section of the channel, and the extemal load resistance for a generator or

for an accelerator.

The initial conditions of the quasi-steady model as cited in Chapter 4 require an

instantaneous appearance of T-layer in the MHD channel. This scenario is assumed to

be valid in the unsteady model for comparisons in this Section. The initial T-layer is

assumed to be a uniform gas discharge triggered by an extemally applied voltage. The

plasma properties at the beginning are evaluated by solving the electron energy equation

(4.5), equation of state (2.12), and Saha relation (4.6) when the gas temperature,

pressure, and the applied voltage are given. Also assigned, as a portion of the initial

conditions, is the length of the T-layer which subsequently becomes one of the important

factors to determine the initial mass of T-layer plasma.

The T-layer simulation process begins with the insertion of the uniform T-layer into

the MHD channel at the moment t = 0~. Right after this, the T-layer plasma adjusts

itself instantaneously to fit the requirement of Kirchhoffs law of the MHD channel

circuit. Spontaneous relaxation of the momentum equation is at the same time fulfilled in

the quasi-steady model. The time after these instantaneous adjustments is marked as

r = 0\

Treating the T-layer MHD interaction as a perturbation to the flow field (as in the

quasi-steady model), the boundary conditions of non-reflecting type are ̂ plied at the

inlet as well as the outlet of the MHD channel while solving the time-dependent

gasdynamic equations in the unsteady model, i.e.. Equations (2.6)-(2.9). A further
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assumption in the comparison exercise is the negligence of voltage drop across the

boundary layer.

5.1.1 Generator

A laboratory size generator is chosen as an example to observe the results from

both the unsteady and the quasi-steady analyses. The operating conditions are

T,q = 2000 OK,

/Jo= 5atm,

M, = 2.5,

B = 2.5 T,

Ri = 0.02 Ohm,

and, 5o = 0.2 m.

The geometry of the constant cross section channel is chosen to be a height of 1.71

cm, width of 8 cm, and a length of 2 m, of which the channel cross section is derived 1^

matching the chosen flow Mach number with the geometry of experimental nozzle throat

in Reference 8 assuming an isentropic expansion.

In the base case, the initial T-layer plasma is obtained with gas temperature equal

to five times that of the unperturbed flow gas temperature but pressure is kept at the

same value as the surrounding flow, i.e., Tgi=5xT^,p- = p^. The power supplied to

initiate the initial uniform plasma is an external source of 15 Volts.

The distributions of various properties in the T-layer flow obtained from the

unsteady model and the quasi-steady model for the base sample case are given in Figures

5.1 and 5.2 respectively. In these figures, from top to bottom, distributions of

temperatures (Tg and Tg), pressure, velocity, electrical conductivity, and current density
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are given at certain time steps; more details at more chosen time steps are shown in the

sub-figures (a)-(e) for different properties. From the temperature distributions, the

elevation of the electron temperature over the gas temperature, i.e., the nonequilibrium

plasma effect is easily seen in the case chosen. The flow fields outside the T-layer,

including flow pressure, velocity, and gas temperature, predicted by both models are

similar. This means that the differences in the net MHD effects on the surrounding flow

between two models are insignificant during the period examined.

The velocity distributions inside the T-layer obtained by the unsteady model are

approximately uniform across the T-layer as shown in Figure 5.1.(c), which is consistent

with the assumption of the impermeable piston model with the same velocity over the T-

layer in the quasi-steady analysis. Inside the T-layer, pressure decays from the upstream

end to a value much lower at the downstream end in order to balance the Lorentz force

exerted on the T-layer. The magnitude of pressure drop across the T-layer in the

unsteady model becomes stable after a duration of 3-5x10^ second as given in Figure

5.3. Whereas, the pressure drop obtained in the quasi-steady model converges

immediately after the interaction begins due to a spontaneous relaxation of the

momentum equation as is assumed in the model.

Also given in Figure 5.3 is the comparison of average local T-layer velocity as

calculated by both models for the base case examined. The average velocity evaluated in

the unsteady analysis is the mass average velocity of the T-layer. The velocity thus

obtained in the unsteady model is shown to reach a condition of stable operation after a

duration in the same order as that of pressure. In the stable operation of T-layer

generator, the flow kinetic energy exhausted in the MHD interaction by the retarding

Lorentz force is mainly reflected in the expansion of volume of the decelerated fluid as

shown in Figures 5.1.(c) and 5.2.(c).
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More evidence regarding the airival of a stable operating regime a certain period

(3-5x10"^ second in this example) after the T-layer MHD interaction begins in the

unsteady analysis can be seen from the temporal results given in Figures 5.4. Similar to

the pressure drop and the average velocity of T-layer examined in Figure 5.3, the results

given in Figure 5.4.(b) show an immediate convergence to the stable operation in the

quasi-steady model. Nevertheless, after the stable operation is reached, the performance

of the T-layer generator including enthalpy extraction ratio, load factor, total current

(Figure 5.4), and the energy output (Figure 5.5) predicted by both models are very close

to each other in the sample case - a similar conclusion as that obtained in the comparison

of the outside flow field disturbed by the T-layer between the two analyses.
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Figure 5.3 Pressure Drop Across the T-layer and Average Velocity of

the T-layer in the Generator of Base Case.
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The continuing increase in the value of interaction parameter shows that the MHD

interaction gets stronger and the pressure drop across the T-layer increases. This

lowering of pressure at the T-layer's downstream side causes an increase in the T-layer

length. Certain, but not serious in this example, discrepancies in the calculated values of

MHD interaction parameter between two different models are primarily due to the

assumption of an impermeable piston model of T-layer in the quasi-steady analysis.

Under this assumption, the plasma mass remains constant. As a result, a higher volume

expansion rate, especially at the low pressure end, is expected once the gas is heated.

This fact can be easily seen from comparison in the growth rates of T-layer thickness

evaluated by the two different models given in Figure 5.6, in which the oscillations in the

T-layer length seen in the results of the unsteady model are caused by the finite grid size

used in the calculations.

Relative to the impermeable piston model assumed in the quasi-steady analysis, the

integrated mass of the T-layer plasma obtained in the unsteady model varies during the

MHD process as shown in Figure 5.7. In the example, the mass inside the T-layer

increases from the initial value to about a factor of two in the stable operating region.

The increase in the mass means a relatively higher gas density distribution in the T-layer

plasma compared to that with a constant mass if the T-layer volume is about the same.

From Figures 5.1 and 5.2, inside the current layer, there are some differences in the

resultant profiles of electron temperature, gas temperature, electrical conductivity, and

current density between the two models. Saha equilibrium assures that the electron

density closely relates to the electron temperature, which subsequently results in similar

trends in the relation between the electrical conductivity and the electron temperature

obtained in the quasi-steady model.

In this model, once the pressure is lower, particle densities are less, which helps

reduce the radiative loss as well as promotes the local conductivity through a reduction
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in the electron collision frequency. The latter effect passes more current which provides

more local Joule heating. Therefore, the electron temperature, electron density,

electrical conductivity, and current density all have greater values at the low-pressure

downstream end in the quasi-steady model.

In the unsteady analysis, the finite rate of ionization results in a lower electron

density near the downstream end of the T-layer (relative to that obtained in the quasi-

steady model), even though the local electron temperature is higher compared to that in

the central part of the T-layer plasma. The existence of a lower electron density and a

higher particle density obtained in the unsteady model forms a more resistive plasma near

the downstream end of the T-layer which subsequently results in a relatively lower

cuirent density locally.

A more obvious discrepancy between the results of the two models is in the gas

temperature distribution. The much lower gas temperature near the downstream end of

the T-layer predicted by the unsteady model is due to a combination of a short heating

time, a relatively low local current density, and a low frequency of energy exchange

collisions with electrons.

Therefore, we can conclude that, if the operating conditions remain the same, the

plasma near the downstream end of T-layer calculated in the quasi-steady analysis

usually has a lower pressure but higher plasma intensity when compared to that obtained

in the unsteady model. This discrepancy in the results between the two models is

primarily due to the assumptions made in the quasi-steady riKxlel including Saha

equilibrium, the impermeable piston, and the spontaneous relaxation of force balance.

The constant mass of plasma inside the T-layer under the impermeable piston model

further expands the plasma volume at the downstream side of T-layer due to locally

higher heating rates. As a result, the MHD interaction parameter generally increases

faster in the quasi-steady model.
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The over-estimate in the MHD interaction rate in the quasi-steady model makes the

T-layer plasma more prone to the development of electrothermal instabilities, especially

at the low-pressure T-layer's downstream end. As a matter of fact, following the higher

rate of increasing MHD interaction, the electrothermal instability will eventually occur in

the quasi-steady analysis if calculation of the T-layer MHD process continues for a

longer time by setting a longer channel length. This phenomena was previously observed

in the example calculated by Vasilyev et al.^s using a model similar to the quasi-steady

model described in Chapter 4. With a lower stagnation pressure (-3 atm) and a higher

magnetic field (3 T) relative to the sample case that we examine, the results of Vasilyev

et al.38 showed that electrothermal instabilities could occur at the T-layer's downstream

side no later than 1 millisecond after the interaction began.
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To understand the factors which may affect the thickness of the T-layer in the

region of stable operation, additional calculations are made using both models. After a

series of numerical experiments, it was found that the initial pressure and electron density

have significant effect on the stable T-layer thickness in the generator. Figure 5.8 shows

the increase of the T-layer thickness firom the influence of a 30% increase in the initial

pressure inside the T-layer compared to the base case. Figure 5.9 then gives the increase

of the T-layer thickness due to an initial higher electron density, in which the greater

initial electron density is obtained by raising the applied voltage for triggering the initial

uniform plasma from 15 to 50 Volts.

5.1.2 Accelerator

A channel with the same cross section as in the generator case is now applied in the

calculations of a T-layer accelerator using both the unsteady and the quasi-steady

models. The operating conditions are

7,0 = 2000 OK,

P,o = ̂ atm,

M, = 2.5,

5 = 1.0 T,

K, = 1.2,

and, 5o = 0.2 m.

The initial T-layer plasma properties in the base case are obtained with

Tgi = 3x7,, p, = Pi, and a power source of 15 Volts applied on the channel electrodes.

The channel length is elongated to 3 m.



108

The results for distributions of different properties at certain chosen moments after

the appearance of T-layer in the accelerator channel are shown in Figures 5.10 and 5.11

for the unsteady and the quasi-steady models, respectively. The results show that

significant nonequilibrium effects in the plasma are obtained in both models for the case

chosen. Also, the flow is indeed accelerated by the T-layer MHD interaction and the

region being accelerated to higher flow speed spreads in the channel with time before the

compression wave exits the channel.

Even though the flow field surrounding the T-layer predicted by both models has

similar phenomena, such as the existence of compression and expansion waves and their

propagating directions and speeds in the channel etc., velocity distribution inside the T-

layer calculated by the unsteady model deviates to a certain degree from a constant value

as assumed in the quasi-steady model. When comparing results given in Figure 5.12 for

the two models, stronger MHD interaction is observed in the quasi-steady analysis which

consequently results in a compression wave with stronger strength and a greater pressure

drop across the T-layer, as is seen in Figure 5.13. The pressure drops fix)m the

downstream end to the upstream end inside the T-layer in the accelerator to balance the

induced Lorentz force. The results obtained in the unsteady analysis show that stable

operation of the MHD channel is reached 3-5x1 (H second after the MHD interaction

begins in the sample accelerator.

Comparing with the generator case examined in the previous sub-section, relatively

greater deviations between the results of the unsteady model and that of the quasi-steady

model are observed in the sample accelerator case. It is believed that the assumption of

usmg a constant value for the load factor in the accelerator is the primary cause for the

greater deviations rather than using a constant load as was done in the generator. The

latter loading scheme usually helps stabilizing the MHD operation in the T-layer devices.
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When the load factor is kept constant, more heat is released into the channel flow

which has already had higher MHD interactions, as shown in Figure 5.14 where the heat

input predicted by the quasi-steady model is more than that predicted by the unsteady

model. This larger amount of heat enhances the push work to accelerate the flow to

higher speed. Based on the definition of the load factor as given in Equation (2.21), this

operation requires more power. As a result, the channel which originally has the

stronger MHD interaction will further raise the strength of the MHD interaction at a

higher rate, if the load factor is maintained as constant

On the other hand, a constant load is assumed in the generator case. Once the

MHD interaction is stronger in the channel, more current is driven out fn)m the channel

through the electrodes. This tends to increase the voltage drop across the channel and

subsequently forces the generator to operate closer to an open-circuit condition. Under

such circumstances, the magnitude of current density will drop according to Ohm's law

in Equation (2.16) and hence lower the MHD interaction. The operation of the

generator is therefore stabilized. This stabilization of the MHD generator with a

constant external load applies if no other instabilities exist inside the channel.

As discussed previously in the generator case, the impermeable piston model

assumed in the quasi-steady analysis keeps the T-layer mass constant and the T-layer

under such assumption is usually subject to stronger local MHD interactions due to

expansion to a lower gas density. As shown in Figure 5.15, the quasi-steady model also

has less mass in the sample accelerator and is also predicts a stronger local MHD

interaction, especially at the low density upstream end of the T-layer. Therefore, in a T-

layer accelerator operated with a constant load factor, the quasi-steady model is

expected to predict stronger MHD interaction when compared to that predicted by the

unsteady model, and the deviation between these two results increases with time.
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It is believed that the differences between the two analyses can be reduced if a

constant voltage is applied on the electrodes to accelerate the flow instead of a constant

load factor.

It is also noted that the T-layer thickness obtained in the unsteady model is less

than that in the quasi-steady model in the base case for the T-layer accelerator as shown

in Figure 5.16. That is, more expansion in the volume near the upstream end of the T-

layer is needed to compensate the lower pressure region resulting from the force balance

with the locally stronger Lorentz force in the quasi-steady analysis.

Similar to the generator, if the initial pressure inside the initially spontaneously

inserted T-layer is higher than that of the surrounding flow in the accelerator, the

balanced T-layer thickness due to MHD interaction increases compared to the case

where the initial pressures inside and outside the T-layer are equivalent This is true no

matter whether the unsteady or the quasi-steady model is employed. For the case shown

in Figure 5.17, the pressure of the initial T-layer plasma increases from the unperturbed

value to 30% more. This corresponds to an increase in the initial T-layer mass from 3.26

xlO-5 to 4.25x10-5 Kg. The same conclusion is obtained if a higher electron density is

involved in the initial uniform T-layer plasma. In Figure 5.18, the electron density of the

initially uniform T-layer plasma is increased from 2.58x102* to 1.20x10^2 nr^ by raising

the applied voltage of the triggering power source from 15 to 50 Volts.

It is observed that if the initial pressure inside the T-layer is greater than its value in

the unperturbed flow, the T-layer will expand its volume right after appearance in the

accelerator channel. Compression waves with finite strength then propagate both

upstream and downstream relative to the T-layer. However, at the same time the other

set of waves, including a compression wave and an expansion wave, are created locally

fiom the T-layer due to the beginning of the MHD interaction. Between them the

expansion wave moves upstream with respective to the T-layer. Therefore, upstream of
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the T-layer there exists a compression wave owing to the imbalance of inner and outside

pressures and an expansion wave produced by MHD effect

The interaction of these two waves is similar to that described by Shapiro''' as

"shock overtaking expansion". As a result, the compression and the expansion waves

cancel some portion of each others strength and form a finite compressive region. In this

region, higher pressure and lower velocity relative to the unperturbed flow values exist

This is shown in Figure 5.19, obtained from the unsteady analysis. Following the

increase of the MHD interaction in the accelerator channel, the strength of the expansion

wave increases, more cancellation between the expansion and the compression occiu"s, as

can be seen from the comparison of pressure distributions at different time steps in

Figure 5.19. However, the existence of the second compression wave moving upstream

to the T-layer in the accelerator cannot be seen in the results of the quasi-steady model

given in Figure 5.20.

In a T-layer generator, the initial pressure difference across the boundaries of the T-

layer also triggers compression waves propagating both upstream and downstream

relative to the T-layer. One of the compression waves thus created will interact with the

expansion wave caused by the T-layer MHD process at the downstream side of the T-

layer. Since the flow is decelerated in the generator channel, the interaction between

these two waves becomes the situation known as "rarefaction overtaking shock" as

stated by Shapiro."" Here, two waves gradually cancel each other and the compression

wave may disappear if the rarefaction wave is stronger than the other. This is what

happens in the sample case examined in the last sub-section for the generator where

pressure inside the T-layer is 30% higher initially. The resultant flow fields evaluated by

the unsteady model are included in Figure 5.21. Therein, it can be seen that the second

compression wave is no longer observed at the downstream side of the T-layer.
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Figure 5.20 Pressure and Velocity Distributions of the T-layer Accelerator

with p, = 1.3 xp, in the Quasi-steady Model

(  : t = 0*, —: t = 0*, —: t = 0.75 ms, : t = 1.5 ms)
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5.2 Simulation of Reported Experiment with the Unsteady Model

Information of laboratory work using pure argon as working medium in the T-layer

type of MHD device is scarce. To the author's knowledge, the only experimental study

of the T-layer generator using argon was reported by Gavrilov et al.® In this Section, the

unsteady model is applied to simulate the same experimental conditions of that work.

The results thus obtained are compared to the original experimental results.
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To match the experiment, the operating conditions are chosen as

7,0 = 9000 OK,

PiQ= 3atm,

M, = 1.94,

B = 0.5 T,

= 2.7x10"^ Ohm,

and, 5o = 0.07 m.

The value of Mach number is selected to fit isentropically a gas temperature of

4000 OK at the inlet of the MHD channel. Fixing the nozzle throat of 6.4x10^ m^, the

geometry of the constant cross section MHD channel is decided by the isentropic relation

to be a height of 1.18 cm and a width of 8 cm. The channel length was reported as 1 m.

Due to the uncertain energy consumed in the T-layer initiation section in the

original experiment when operating with argon gas, the T-layer formed in the initiation

section is assumed to be a plasma with uniform properties. These uniform plasma

properties are determined by solving the formulation combining the electron energy

equation (4.5), equation of state (2.12), Saha equilibrium relation (4.6), with a chosen

value for the load factor. The load factor is found as RifiRi^+Rp) with the intemal

impedance calculated as (oSq w)/l for a uniform T-layer with initial thickness Sq. The

pressure and gas temperature in the initial uniform T-layer are assigned the same values

as that of the surrounding flow field. The differences in the experimental T-layer formed

in the initiation section and the initial T-layer plasma properties chosen for the unsteady

model are potential sources of error when comparing the results.

The calculation starts with the insertion of the uniform T-layer in front of the inlet

to the MHD channel. The upstream boundary conditions for the time-dependent

gasdynamic equations (2.6)-(2.9) are chosen to be fixed with time since all the flow
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characteristics at the supersonic inlet are propagating towards the flow region. The

downstream boundary conditions are taken as the non-reflecting type.

The primary results of the original experiment are summarized in the following:

-  the velocity of T-layer was 2.0 km/s;

-  the thickness of T-layer along the electrodes was 8-10 cm;

-  the peak current density inside T-layer could be as high as 10^ A/m^;

-  the peak current measured was approximately 1000 Amperes;

-  the effective conductivity in the channel was 10 Siemens/m.

The calculated T-layer generator performance is shown in Figure 5.22, neglecting

the voltage drop across the boundary layer. When compared with the experimental

result, the total current obtained in the unsteady model is 3-4 times higher. Numerical

experiments were conducted to lower the total current by introducing a boundary layer

voltage drop. Once an average voltage drop of 9 volts is implemented into the unsteady

model, the current output matches the peak experimental value, i.e., -1000 Amperes.

The performance evaluated with a voltage drop of 9 volts is then given in Figure 5.23.

These results show that under such circumstances most of the energy is consumed in the

cold boundary layer and both MHD interaction and the enthalpy extraction ratio are very

low. This implies that the T-layer generator performance can be severely degraded due

to the existence of a cold boundary layer.

More comparisons between the experiments and the numerical solutions obtained

in the unsteady model with and without considering the voltage drop are made. In

Figures 5.24 the history of the calculated T-layer thickness is shown. Only the length of

the current layer inside the MHD channel is accounted for, which is the reason for zero

thickness at the beginning of the calculation and for the decreasing thickness after T-

layer reaches the exit of channel.



128

1.00 r

i—^

0.75
<—

go-so
Q.

c 0.25

<—Hiv

0.00

-I 4000

- 3000

- 2000 A

- 1000

O.OOEO 1.00E-4 2.00E-4 3.00E-4 4.00E-4 5.00E-4 6.00E-4

Time (sec.)

Figure 5.22 Calculated Performance of the Experimental Generator (AV^ = 0)

1.00 r

|aVh=9 VoitsI

/->

0.75

!s 0.50

^ 0.25

0.00

O.OOEO 1.00E-4 2.00E-4 3.00E-4

Time (sec.)

- 1000

o
c

500

4.00E-4 5.00E-4 6.00E-4

Figure 5.23 Calculated Performance of the Experimental Generator (AV^ = 9 Volts)



129

0.30

0.25

0.20

AV.^9 Volts
5 0.15

/
0.10

0.05

0.00
O.OEO 1.0E-4 2.0E-4 3.0E-4

Time (sec)

4.0E-4 5.0E-4

Figure 5.24 Calculated Thickness of T-layer in the Experimental Generator

2400 r

2300

2200

>%

%
a
>

2100

2000

1900

"\ AV^=9 Volts
\

\

s

\

\

>

%

1

\

>
\

>

\

1  1 1 1 1

O.OEO 1.0E-4 2.0E-4 3.0E-4

Time (s)

4.0E-4 5.0E-4

Figure 5.25 Calculated Average Velocity of T-layer in the Experimental Generator



130

Even though the T-layer thickness with voltage drop of 9 volts is much closer to

the experimental value when compared to that without voltage drop, the difference from

the experimental thickness (8-10 cm) is still significant One possible explanation for the

difference is due to the fact that regular gas discharges constrict at the contact with the

electrodes. The thickness measured in the experiment was the extent of the current layer

along the electrode surface. Therefore, the measured value might be less than the real T-

layer thickness in the core flow which is the T-layer thickness herein calculated with the

one-dimensional model.

Due to the much lower MHD interaction when the voltage drop is included, the

resultant T-layer velocity inside the generator channel has higher values (Figure 5.25).

Judging from the velocities, it appears that the values obtained without the voltage drop

are closer to the experimentally reported T-layer velocity, i.e., -2000 m/s. However,

without questioning the accuracy of the measured velocity due to lack of the details of

diagnostic techniques, the deviations from the experimental velocity in the calculations

are still considered to be in the acceptable accuracy range, even for the case with voltage

drop, since viscosity is neglected in the unsteady calculations.

The current densities shown in Figure 5.26 are evaluated at a location in the

channel which is reached by the leading edge of T-layer 20 |is after the interaction

begins. Compared to the peak value of 10® A/m^ measured in the experiment, the

calculated values of current density are lower, no matter whether or not the voltage drop

is included. The discrepancy in the current density is believed to be related to the

constriction of discharge current on the electrode surface in the experiment The current

constriction is a multi-dimensional phenomena and can not be properly described by the

one-dimensional unsteady model.
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In the experiment, the width of the electrodes was designed to be 4 cm, i.e., half

the width of the channel, to avoid potential loss fix)m contact of the T-layer with cold

side walls. The shrinkage of the electrode width narrows the path for electrical current

flowing between the plasma and the electrodes and thus constricts the current discharge

on the electrode surface to an area with cross section less than that in the plasma . By

matching the peak values of total current and current density obtained in the experiment,

the currents should be confined in an area of lO^ m2 ©n the electrode surface. This

corresponds to a width of 1 cm if the T-layer has a length as 10 cm. The width thus

estimated is much smaller than the electrode width used in the experimenL Therefore,

the current must be constricted, especially on the surface of the electrodes.

The heat loss due to boundary layer dissipation is treated as a net energy loss from

the MHD channel in the unsteady model. In reality, this energy might be dissipated into
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the boundary layer. This would increase the local temperature, reduce the local

impedance in the boundary layer, and thus decrease the local value of voltage drop.

Based on this, the area on the electrode surface which locally passes a larger amount of

electrical current usually has less voltage drop across the boundary layer. This spatial

reduction in the impedance is highly localized and further constricts current, which

cannot be modeled in the unsteady model assuming a constant voltage drop through the

entire channel.

The effective conductivity of the MHD channel is calculated as

g.ff=, ' (5.1)

where L is the channel length. The effective resistance, R^, is defined as

=  (5.2)

With a plasma impedance of IxlO^ ohm and an average current of 900 Amperes, the

effective conductivity in the case with a voltage drop of 9 volts is evaluated to be 13.4

Siemens/m. Whereas, the effective conductivity coiresponding to the case without any

voltage drop is about one order of magnitude greater. This provides more evidence of

the importance of maintaining a low voltage drop across the boundary layer for the sake

of generator performance.

In conclusion, the unsteady model with a voltage drop of 9 volts imposed predicts

the total current, the T-layer velocity, the T-layer thickness, and the effective

conductivity of the whole channel to a good approximation compared with the

experimental results. The possible explanation for the discrepancy in the current density

is as discussed in this Section.
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5.3 Processes in T-Iayer Devices with Formation Section

After obtaining acceptable consistency in comparisons with results evaluated by the

quasi-steady analysis and with the data reported from previous experimental work in the

preceding Sections, the unsteady model is next employed to simulate the processes in T-

layer devices including the T-layer formation section. Due to the uncertainty in

identifying those complicated factors which influence the voltage drop across the

relatively cold boundary layer between the core plasma and the electrode siuface, the

effect of voltage drop is not considered. However, the voltage drop might cause

significant changes in the results, as discussed in the last Section.

This work concentrates on the processes of T-layer interactions in the MHD

channel and their associated influence on the performance of the generator or the

accelerator. The diffuser is not considered and the downstream boundary conditions of

non-reflecting type are imposed at the exit of the MHD channel.

5.3.1 Considerations on the T-Iayer Formation

The T-layer formation is controlled by operation of a formation section upstream

of the channel. The formation section controls the plasma properties and the size of the

T-layer by controlling the power supplied to thermally ionize the gas and the time over

which energy is added to the stream.

This formation process is sketched in Figure 5.27 for illustration. As seen in Figure

5.27, the whole T-layer formation section is within the nozzle which provides the gas

flow to the MHD channel. The formation section is usually considered to be a plasma

igniter section and an ionizer section designed to form high-intensity plasma layers. At

plasma ignition, some mechanism is needed to produce the necessary initial electron
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density of plasma. Examples such as a corona discharge or an arc can be employed in

the igniter section to cause the initial breakdown of the working medium by applying a

high electrical voltage over the electrodes.

In the ionizer section, an externally applied electrical field with properly chosen

power (an arc or diffuse current) is imposed to continually heat and ionize the fluid. One

example of the ionizer is the rail heater proposed by Gavrilov et al.® Other approaches

such as microwave heating are also possible.

During the heating time in the ionizer section, the plasma absorbs energy from the

externally applied power source to increase its temperature and ionize neutrals. At the

same time, the plasma suffers an energy loss through heat conduction, radiation, etc.

The magnitude of this energy loss strongly depends on the plasma properties

(temperature, electron density, etc.) which are continuously changing during the heating

process. For a high intensity plasma as exists in a T-layer, these losses generally can not

be neglected. This is especially true for the radiative loss. Therefore, for a better

estimate of the total energy (including energy absorbed by the plasma and energy loss)

consumed in a T-layer formation process, the history of heating process has to be

followed in order to integrate the energy needed with time. A time-dependent scheme is

required for the calculations in the T-layer formation process.

In the present study, the geometry of the nozzle is given with an area ratio

distribution as

A(x)_ (4.-H) (4.-1)
COS

f  \

V

A{x) (4+1) (4-1)

Ah
•COS

x-x,th

/

K

V  ̂Ih J

rSx^Xtf,',

(5.3)

if x>x.th-
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Figure 5.27 T-layer Formation Schematic

where and are, respectively, the nozzle inlet and exit cross sections, normalized

with that at the throat A^f^. The length of the nozzle and the location of the throat

evaluated from the nozzle inlet are and x,;,, respectively. In the calculations, is

chosen as 50 cm, is taken as 0.4L„, ̂  is given a value of 10 to approximate the

stagnation conditions, and is decided from the Mach number at the MHD channel

inlet according to the isentropic relation. The width of the nozzle is the same as that of

the MHD channel, 8 cm, and the throat has a cross section of 6.4xlCH m^ as given in

Reference 8.

The igniting point in the nozzle is selected to be located at 14 cm downstream of

the throat, i.e., a local Mach number of 1.98 if the flow is isentropic. The purpose for

doing this is to avoid the possibility for thermal choking. If the local Mach number is

higher, the supersonic flow can absorb the heat without choking the flow. On the other

hand, a greater gap between the electrodes of the igniter is unavoidable for the same

geometry of nozzle if the igniting point is installed further downstream in the supersonic

expansion part of the nozzle. However, the greater the gap, the higher the applied
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voltage required in the igniter section to activate the initial breakdown of the gas. Tlus

greater power supply then locally adds more heat into the flowing fluid and increases the

chance for choking the flow. Therefore, in practice, careful choices of the location of the

igniting point and the proper power supply applied to the T-layer formation section are

very important.

The ionizer section begins at 0.5 cm downstream to the igniter in the calculations.

The heating mechanism of the formation section is simulated by separately assigning

values of the externally applied voltage to the igniter and to the ionizer, respectively.

The heating time for the igniter is selected as 10 microseconds while that for the ionizer

section is chosen to stop heating at the instant when the downstream end of a current

layer anives at either the inlet of the MHD channel or a pre-selected distance

downstream to the inlet.

The operating conditions, including: the stagnation conditions, flow Mach number,

magnetic field, and the external load resistance for a generator or load factor for an

accelerator, remain the same as that assigned in the generator or the accelerator case in

Section 5.1. By doing this, comparisons can be made between cases with spontaneous

appearance of the T-layer in the MHD channel and with the T-layer produced by the

formation section proposed.

Figure 5.28 show certain steps in the T-layer formation process with power

sources of 50 and 25 volts applied to the igniter and the ionizer, respectively. The

operating conditions are those for the sample generator examined in Section 5.1. The

hot current layer that is formed spreads over the whole formation section in 64.3 )j,s with

an average speed around 2400 m/s over that period. This is about a factor of 2 above

the local flow velocity. From distributions of the different properties in Figure 5.28, it

can be seen that the wave of electrical properties, including electron temperature,
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electron density, conductivity, and current density, etc., leads the wave of gasdynamic

properties such as gas temperature, pressure, and flow velocity, etc.

The distribution of gasdynamic properties implies that these properties propagate

at a speed close to that obtained from superposition of the flow speed with the speed of

the compression waves caused by the expansion of the heated gas. This is supported 1^

the observation in the velocity distribution that the local flow speed is about the same

with the marching speed of the points moving with the unperturbed flow velocity, i.e.,

the points marked by circles in the velocity distribution of Figure 5.28. That is, at an

instant during the heating process, there is certain point in the heating volume of plasma

moving with the unperturbed flow velocity. Upstream to this point, an upstream

propagating velocity from the compression wave due to the thermal expansion is

superimposed to the unperturbed flow, while a downstream propagating velocity is

added to the flow field downstream to the same point.

The compression waves due to the heating expansion spread both upstream and

downstream at a speed (relative to the center of the plasma formed) less than the local

flow speed in this example, since no disturbance is transmitted upstream beyond the

igniting point. The intensity and the spread of the compression wave from gas expansion

are influenced by the amount of heat added to the gas and are enhanced to greater values

following the heating history.

Owing to the increase of the stagnation pressure in the accelerator case, higher

values of voltages are required to create T-layers. Figure 5.29 gives the results wherein

1(X) and 40 volts are separately applied upon the igniter and the ionizer sections for

forming the T-layer in the accelerator case. The heating process continues until the

leading edge of the current layer arrives at a certain distance, -2.5 cm in this case,

beyond the MHD channel inlet.
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It is noted that the gas temperature is generally higher than that given in Figure

5.28 for the generator case even though the electron temperatures in both cases remain

at the same level. This higher gas temperature is due to the higher pressure in the

channel which, at the same electron temperature, produces a plasma with higher electron

density and heats the heavy species with a higher rate through more frequent collisions

with electrons.

In both T-layer forming cases examined, the hot plasma eventually fills the entire

volume of the formation section even though the power supply at the igniting point is

disconnected 10 fxs after the process begins. The local electrical conductivity near the

igniter section decays sharply shortly after the power is turned off. The plasma

properties formed inside the T-layer are found to be acceptably uniform. Nevertheless,

significant disturbances in the gasdynamic properties are observed during the heating

process.

5.3.2 Generator

The T-layer formed in the formation section is convected downstream into the

MHD channel. The results in Figures 5.30 show the distribution of various properties

with a single T-layer in the generator channel. When compared these results to an

instantaneously inserted T-layer in the channel as given in Figure 5.1, the flow fields

outside the T-layer are similar in both cases except that some disturbances appear near

the downstream propagating compression wave in the present case. From traces seen in

the pressure and velocity distributions presented relatively in Figures 5.30.(b) and (c),

these irregular disturbances are the residual influence from the compression wave that

originated from heat expansion in the T-layer formation section.
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Although the mass inside the T-layer is about the same in both cases (Figures 5.7

and 5.31), the T-layer thickness in the stable operation region in the present case is «ily

about half of that in the corresponding case with an initial 20 cm of thickness,

spontaneously inserted T-layer. The reduction in the T-layer thickness reduces the net

MHD interaction and results in lower values of the enthalpy extraction ratio, total

current, and load factor, as seen when comparing the results given in Pigiuie 5.32 to

those in Figure 5.4.(a).

Attention is also given to the happening of end effects'®. From the distributions of

the plasma conductivity and the current density shown in Figures 5.30.(d) and (e), the

intensity of plasma is seen to abruptly increase the instant when the T-layer is leaving the

channel. The reduction of the cross section for the current path during T-layer's exit

increases the effective internal impedance of the plasma inside the channel. Matched to

the external load, the load factor decreases its value to respond to the variation in the

intemal impedance. The channel is then operated closer to the short-circuit condition

and more Joule heating is released to heat the residual plasma still inside the channel.

Subsequently, the T-layer plasma is heated to higher temperatures, as observed in the

temperature distribution of Figure 5.30.(a), and increases its local conductivity. As a

result, more current can locally pass through the T-layer.

In order to respond to the suddenly enhanced MHD interaction at the channel exit,

flow gasdynamics forms a compression wave immediately in front of the channel exit

This can be easily seen in the pressure and velocity distributions in Figures 5.30.(b) and

(c). This final compression wave propagates upstream relative to the T-layer but is still

convected downstream by the flow. It finally disappears from the channel following the

exit of the T-layer from the channel.
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Multiple T-layers are investigated by assigning a cyclic period for powering the

formation section. These results are given in Figures 5.33 and are subject to the same

operating conditions as used in the single T-layer case. Here, cyclic T-layers are formed

every 1.2 ms. In the results, important waves (compression and expansion) existing in

the flow field are marked by assigning a number to each of them following the order of

their appearance in the channel. Compression and expansion waves are marked by single

arrow (-») and double arrow (=») respectively, with arrow heads pointing in the

direction of wave propagation. Thin dot-dash lines represent either the results of T-

layers prior to entering the MHD channel or, for easy comparison, the results obtained in

the corresponding single T-layer case.

The results prior to the entrance of the second T-layer into the MHD channel are

the same as that found in the single T-layer case (Figures 5.30) and are therefore omitted

in Figures 5.33. In the following, the processes due to the existence of the second T-

layer in the MHD channel, the perturbation in the flow field due to the interactions

between two T-layers, and their associated influences on the generator performance are

observed, following in the time sequence.

Upon entrance of the second T-layer into the channel, the internal impedance of the

bulk plasma in the channel decreases due to the continuing increase in the volume of hot

plasma. This promotes the MHD interaction in the channel and the generator

immediately responds with higher current outputs, as can be seen in Figure 5.34.

However, at the same time, the generator is forced to operate closer to the open-circuit

condition and the value of the load factor increases. Less Joule heating is then available

and the intensities of the plasmas in both T-layers decay, shown in the current density

distribution in Figure 5.33.(c) at the time points of 1.5 and 1.75 ms. As a result, the

generator current begins to drop after the second T-layer completely enters the channel.
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The reduction in the strength of the first T-layer results in the appearance of ripples

in the pressure distribution near the downstream end of the T-layer as can be seen at the

1.5 ms time point in Figure 5.33.(a). The reduction in the MHD retarding force makes

the first T-layer move downstream with a higher speed compared to that in the single T-

layer case.

The variation in the performance of the generator due to multiple T-layers co

existing in the channel is shown in Figure 5.34. The performance jumps immediately

after each new T-layer enters the channel at 1.26 or 2.46 ms. Subsequently, the self-

adjustment inside the channel required to fit the new loading condition reduces the

performance of the generator. The generator then approaches a new stable operation

condition.

The compression wave created by the MHD interaction of the first T-layer begins

to interact with the flow field perturbed by the existence of the second T-layer around

1.75 ms. The resultant pressure disturbances inside the second T-layer make the plasma

more resistive and decreases the T-layer's strength. At the same time, the first T-layer

regains some part of its strength in order to match the channel loading. During this

period, the generator performance decreases but the reduction is not severe.

The first T-layer arrives at the channel exit at 1.85 ms and completely disappears

ftt)m the channel at 1.96 ms. On its leaving from the channel, the volume of plasma

decreases, the internal impedance increases, and the performance of the generator drops

at a significant rate. The generator approaches the short-circuit operating condition with

a smaller value of the load factor. More Joule heat is then available to heat the second

T-layer which picks up strength. Under such circumstances, the more resistive first T-

layer cannot obtain enough Joule heat to maintain its plasma intensity as it does in the

single T-layer case. Consequently, the end effect due to the first T-layer's exit fn)m the

channel is prevented.
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Although the first T-layer has left the channel, the compression wave created by it

still remains in the channel 2 ms after the initiation of the first T-layer. The direct

interaction between this compression wave and the plasma in the second T-layer further

perturbs the plasma properties. As a result, the T-layer shrinks in volume due to the

increase in local pressure which increases the plasma impedance and lowers its intensity.

The generator at this moment is less efficient than when in stable operation with a single

T-layer.

Results with a period of 1 ms for repeated triggering of the T-layers are included in

Figures 5.35 and 5.36. By comparing the performance given in Figure 5.36 to that in the

case with a period of 1.2 ms (Figure 5.34), the obvious difference is the deep decline of

the performance around 2 ms in Figure 5.36. With reference to the history of property

distributions given in Figure 5.35, it is understood that the occurrence of the large

performance degradation is due to the disappearance of the second T-layer prior to

arrival of the first T-layer at the channel exit. In this case, the end effect occurs when the

only T-layer in the channel, e.g., the first T-layer, leaves the channel..

With a shorter T-layer forming period, the second T-layer begins to interact with

the compression wave created by the first T-layer at an earlier stage. Meanwhile, the

first T-layer is under the influence of the expansion wave triggered by the second T-

layer. With nonequilibrium plasmas in both T-layers, these pressure disturbances help to

reduce the impedance of the fu-st T-layer but at the same time make the second T-layer

subject to a lower conductivity. That is, the interaction between the waves resulting

from the T-layer MHD interaction in a generator benefits the intensity of the first T-layer

but hurts the growth of the second T-layer. As a result, the strength of the second T-

layer gets weaker and weaker and eventually vanishes. The generator performance is

subsequently seriously degraded when the only T-layer surviving in the channel later

arrives at the channel exit.
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According to the results given in Figures 5.34 and 5.36, it is concluded that using

multiple T-layers in the generator indeed has the potential to improve the generator

performance. With such a simple configuration of the generator (a single load) as we

have examined, this improvement in performance is valid only in a short duration after

the newly created T-layer enters the MHD channel. Fluctuations in the generator

outputs are unavoidable unless a more complicated power consolidation mechanism is

employed. The interactions between T-layers and their associated perturbations to the

flow field are usually harmful in terms of the generator performance.

The comparison between those two examples using multiple T-layers with different

cyclic periods (t^ = 1.2 and 1.0 ms) shows the importance of choosing the proper period

for repeatedly creating the T-layers. Possible factors which influence this determination

are very non-linear and complicated. These include the strength of the T-layer at its

creation, the flow velocity, the channel length, the loading, and the operating conditions,

etc.

5.3.3 Accelerator

An accelerator with a single T-layer, initiated by the process shown in Figure 5.29,

is simulated with the same operating conditions as that of the accelerator investigated in

Section 5.1. The distributions of properties of this single T-layer accelerator are given in

Figure 5.37. It is easily seen that the left-running compression wave originated from the

thermal expansion in the formation section exists in the MHD channel - the same

phenomena observed in Section 5.1 due to an initial imbalance of pressures across the

boundaries of the T-layer. The strength of this compression wave decreases following

the enhancement of the expansion wave activated by the T-layer MHD interaction.
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Comparing to the results obtained with a spontaneously inserted T-layer in Figure

5.10, the flow field perturbed by the T-layer triggered in the formation section is less

uniform and more complicated mainly due to the differences in the plasma properties at

the MHD channel inlet in both cases. But the electrical properties in the T-layer plasma

of both cases approach the same level of values at a certain time after the MHD

interaction begins. Even though the T-layer properties at the channel inlet as well as the

flow field in the channel during the MHD process are quite different in both cases, the

net performance, the mass, and the T-layer thickness of both cases are about the same at

the channel exit when relative comparisons are made between Figures 5.38, 5.39, 5.12,

5.15, and 5.16.

An example of operation with multiple T-layers is next examined with a T-layer

forming period of 1.2 ms. The results given in Figures 5.40 show that the flow field in

the channel thus produced is non-uniform. The flow field simultaneously includes the

compression waves caused by the imbalance of the pressure across each T-layer's

boundaries, the compression and expansion waves triggered by each T-layer's MHD

interaction, and is further complicated by the mutual interactions between these waves.

Usually, the interaction between the perturbations created by the MHD effect of two

separate T-layers in an accelerator assists the growth in strength of the second

(upstream) T-layer. This is because the MHD effects of T-layer create expansion waves

propagate upstream and compression waves move downstream both relative to the T-

layer in an accelerator. The plasma in the first T-layer suffers a pressure increase from

the compression wave triggered by the second T-layer while the expansion wave caused

by the first T-layer may decrease the pressure of the second T-layer plasma. This

pressure influence in the plasma conductivity is very sensitive, especially when a

nonequilibrium plasma is expected to exist.
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The growth in strength of the second T-layer also benefits firom the quantity of

Joule heat. In this study, the channel height is constant and, a voltage is imposed on the

channel to accelerate the flow. The applied electrical field has the same value

throughout the channel. When the second T-layer enters the MHD channel, the first T-

layer has a relatively higher speed due to preceding acceleration. The higher induced

u X B field on the first T-layer results in a lower Joule heat available to its plasma.

Therefore, the strength of the first T-layer decays and that of the second T-layer

increases, as can be clearly seen in Figure 5.40.(c).

From the accelerator performance presented in Figure 5.41, it is seen that in

comparison with the single T-layer case, a higher enthalpy addition ratio can be obtained

during a certain period after the second T-layer enters the accelerator channel. After that

(1.95 ms), the effects from the interactions between the T-layers becomes significant and

degrades the accelerator performance. In the same results, the second performance drop

that begins around 2.5 ms is due to the exit of the first T-layer. Therefore, similar to the

generator case, a proper choice of the cyclic period for initiating the T-layers and a better

scheme to lessen the effects from the T-layer interaction are crucial for the success of

applying multiple T-layers in flow acceleration.

5.4 Results of Performance Map

As described in Section 4.4 for the construction of a performance map, under the

assumptions made in the quasi-steady model, the performance of a T-layer MHD channel

can be totally determined when four parameters are assigned, i.e., the specific heat ratio

Y, the flow Mach number A/,, the interaction parameter and the load factor K. To

describe a T-layer device, the last two parameters entirely decide the effect resulting

from the plasma interaction with flow; while the flow gasdynamic effects are decided
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mainly by the first two parameters, i.e. 7 and Mj. The dominance of 7 and A/j on

gasdynamic effects is a direct consequence of treating the T-layer as an impermeable

piston and assuming the fluid is perfect gas and inviscid. Therefore, all gases with the

same specific heat ratio will have the same performance map based on and K when

the flow Mach number is selected.

When using monatomic or molecular gas in an MHD device, these two types of

gases usually need different heating sources to energize them to the required stagnation

temperature. The intention herein is to compare the performance potential of a T-layer

device which operates using monatomic gas to that of one which uses a molecular gas as

the working medium. This purpose can be realized by choosing a proper value of 7 for

either type of gas when using the model proposed.

In the performance maps that are constructed, contour ciuves for reduced velocity

and enthalpy extraction ratio of a generator (or enhanced velocity and enthalpy addition

ratio of an accelerator) are included. The optimum loading curve for T-layer generator

operation, which gives a maximum enthalpy extraction ratio at the same MHD

interaction parameter, is also shown as a bold dash line. The results calculated in the

quasi-steady sample cases in Section 5.1 are also spotted on the performance maps with

7 = 1.667. These appear as bold solid curves at the right lower comer of Figures 5.42

and 5.46 for the generator and the accelerator, relatively. There is consistency between

the results from the performance map construction analysis and those fix)m the quasi-

steady model.

Even though the performance maps constructed in this work are based on the

assumptions made in the quasi-steady model, their predictions regarding the performance

of T-layer devices are still in an acceptable range of accuracy as that observed in the

sample cases in Section 5.1 when compared to the results from the unsteady model.

Therefore, without consideration of the voltage drop across cold boundary layers, the
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performance maps can provide a general scope of the performance potential of the T-

layer devices and guide its operation toward the right operating conditions.

5.4.1 Generator

Figure 5.42 presents a performance map for T-layer generators using monatomic

gases with a specific heat ratio of 1.667 and an unperturbed flow Mach number of 2.5.

The map shows that acceptable performance for a generator >0.2) can be easily

obtained with a medium ranged MHD interaction parameter {RJ^h = 0-5) and a loading

condition close to the open-circuit condition, (Ar^-»1). The optimum loading curve

shifts towards the high loading regime at large values of R^Rh arid points out that a

minimum Kg value to provide an acceptable performance is about 0.67. This high value

of optimum Kg is contradictory to an engineering judgment widely accepted. A first-

order "rule of thumb" for generators of ±is kind states that an optimum load factor

should be around 0.5, which is equivalent to a statement that the maximum power of the

generator occurs when the external and internal impedance are matched. This

traditionally accepted optimum loading value of a generator does not hold true for a T-

layer generator for the following reason.

Mathematically, to get an optimum loading of 0.5 fiom the relation for the power

density produced, an independence between the load factor, the flow velocity, and

electrical conductivity must be assumed. This rough estimate is not valid for a T-layer

generator. The loading condition influences the magnitude of current through the T-

layer and, from the Lorentz effect, influences the force applied on the T-layer, which

decelerates the flow. As a result, the flow speed is strongly coupled with the loading

situation. The electrical current passes through very narrow regions within high

temperature plasma. The local response of this type of plasma structure to any
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perturbation to the generator loading condition is more sensitive than that in a regular

MHD generator. Wherein, current passes through the bulk volume of plasma and the

adjustment to the new loading condition is distributed over a relatively large volume of

plasma. Therefore, local plasma properties in T-layer such as electrical conductivity

cannot be approximately treated as independent from the load factor. Based on this, the

optimum load factor is not necessarily close to 0.5 for the T-layer generator. From

observation of the curves for the optimum loading condition in the performance map of

Figures 5.42 and 5.43 for different values of 7, it can be seen that the optimum value is

close to 0.5 only when the T-layer interaction is weak, a condition where the coupling

between flow properties and the loading is weak.

For a certain value of load factor, there also exists an optimum interaction

parameter. If the T-layer interaction with the flow is stronger than the optimum value,

the flow may be decelerated too much. With a low flow velocity, when moving through

the magnetic field, the plasma cannot induce enough electric field and the generator

performance degrades. If the interaction parameter increases by either applying a high

magnetic field or operating at a lower stagnation pressure, the flow will eventually come

to rest. Under such circumstances, there is no power produced which, in the

performance map, is designated as a curve for zero enthalpy extraction ratio and zero

reduced velocity. This limiting case (zero velocity) is more easily reached at low values

of load factor since in that case the generator is subject to a high current, low voltage

situation. The Lorentz force will become excessive enough to halt the flow.

It is also noted from these maps that, to provide a higher enthalpy extraction ratio,

the optimum value for reduced velocity is between 0.4 - 0.6. This is true over large

ranges of load factor and MHD interaction parameter and for both 7 = 1.667 and

7 = 1.25.
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To predict the performance using air/combustion gases as the working medium in a

T-layer generator, an average value of specific heat ratio of 1.25 is used. This is a

typical value of y for molecular gases at the working temperature (-lO* °K) of a T-layer

device. Figure 5.43 gives the performance map for the case with a specific heat ratio of

1.25 and an unperturbed flow Mach number of 2.5. The results show that an acceptable

enthalpy extraction ratio can only become achievable at large values of interaction

parameter and within a narrow range of load factor close to an open-circuit

condition.

Comparison are made between the results shown in Figure 5.43 and 5.42. With the

same load factor and MHD interaction parameter, greater values of enthalpy extraction

and of reduced velocity are observed when y = 1.667. T-layer generators exhibit better

performance potential when using monatomic gases as working medium as compared to

using molecular gases. The preferred use of monatomic gas in a generator is basically

due to the favorable gasdynamic and thermodynamic effects related to the greater value

of specific heat ratio y.

Also observed is the influence from the flow Mach number, Mj. Figures 5.44 and

5.45 show the optimum load factor for a certain MHD interaction parameter with its

corresponding enthalpy extraction ratio for three different Mach numbers chosen as 1.5,

2.5, and 3.5.

Both cases for monatomic gases (y = 1.667, Figure 5.44) and molecular mixtures

at high temperature (y = 1.25. Figure 5.45) are examined. In both cases, the

performance of a T-layer generator increases when a higher Mach number is used. But,

the trend of an increase of performance with Mach number might have an upper limit

From the results obtained for each Mach number, the performance is better when a

monatomic gas is used.
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5.4.2 Accelerator

The performance maps calculated for the T-layer accelerator are shown in Figures

5.46 and 5.47 for monatomic gases (7 = 1.667) and molecular gases (7 = 1.25),

relatively. The flow Mach number is 2.5. It is seen that in each case a better enthalpy

addition ratio can be obtained by operating at a higher load factor or at a stronger MHD

interaction. A higher load factor corresponds to the use of a greater power supply and a

stronger MHD interaction can be achieved by enhancement of plasma intensity, volume;

or, by increasing the ratio between the strength of magnetic field and the stagnation

pressure.

Comparisons between these two performance maps constructed for the T-layer

accelerator show that larger enhanced velocity is found when 7 = 1.25 at the same load

factor and MHD interaction parameter. The calculated enthalpy addition ratio generally

has the same trend as the enhanced velocity, but the increments in its values are very

limited when 7 changes from 1.667 to 1.25 and Mach number is 2.5. It means that the

gasdynamic effects prefer the use of molecular gases in the T-layer type of flow

acceleration when flow Mach number is 2.5. This is contradictory to the T-layer

generator case operated at the same Mach number in which monatomic gases are

favored by providing a better performance.

It is found that in both T-layer generator and accelerator, the normalized velocity u

is subject to more significant deviations from unity when a smaller value of 7 is used.

That is, a greater change in kinetic energy of fluid in these T-layer devices is expected

when gas with a smaller specific heat ratio is selected as working medium. The greater

deviation from the unperturbed flow velocity lowers the local flow velocity and prevents

a generator from providing a higher enthalpy extraction ratio, as seen from the
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expression for the enthalpy extraction ratio in Equation (4.14). On the other hand, this

greater deviation in velocity promotes the local flow velocity in an accelerator and,

according to Equation (4.12), helps the accelerator to reach a higher enthalpy addition

ratio.

Even though the lower specific heat ratio of molecular gases is shown to be helpful

in flow acceleration and to provide a higher enthalpy addition ratio at Mach number 2.5,

other advantages from using monatomic gas should not be neglected. With a larger

value of 7, the heat capacity of a monatomic gas is smaller for the same molecular

weight. Thus, a monatomic gas requires less energy to be heated to a high temperature.

The low heat capacity of monatomic gases has a positive effect in the formation of a T-

layer.

Additionally, a monatomic gas usually has a smaller electron-atom collision cross

section and is subject to producing a nonequilibrium plasma when it is heated. The

advantage of the nonequilibrium plasma effects helps a monatomic gas to save even more

energy needed to obtain the high conductivity of a T-layer plasma. That is to say, for the

same power available to heat and ionize the working medium, the production of a

nonequilibrium plasma usually provides higher conductivity compared to that of an

equilibrium plasma. A plasma with higher conductivity can interact more strongly in the

MHD channel. This corresponds to a higher value of MHD interaction parameter when

the load factor is kept the same. (Joule heating is directly related to the load factor as

seen in Ohm's law (4.7).) From the performance map, it is easy to see that a higher value

of the MHD interaction parameter provided by using a nonequilibrium plasma always

increases performance of the T-layer accelerator and extracts more enthalpy in the

generator case when the MHD interaction parameter is below its optimum value at the

same load factor.
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From observation in the performance map obtained for the generator or for the

accelerator, there is an upper limit for the MHD interaction parameter at a chosen load

factor. This constraint on the MHD interaction parameter is set by the following

conditions:

1) The pressure drop across the T-layer has to be smaller than the stagnation pressure,

i.e., ̂  = (p2-p^)lp,Q<l. Substituting this condition and k = (1-m)Mj for the

generator or k = (u-1)M^ for the accelerator into Equation (4.18), a requirement

for normalized velocity u is then obtained.

2) The pressure at the upstream end of the T-layer, p^, has to be greater than zero.

From the expression for in Equation (4.11), a limitation in normalized

velocity u is derived as

u>l--— , for generator.
(Y-l)Mi

(Y-l)<
2

M ̂  1+ , for accelerator.

(5.5)

3) The lower limit for the flow velocity is zero, i.e., u>0.

The results given in Figures 5.42 and 5.43 for the T-layer generator with y = 1.667

and Y = 1.25 show that the upper limit of the MHD interaction parameter for an assigned

load factor in both cases is restricted by the condition m ̂  0. Once the flow becomes

stationary, no further enthalpy can be extracted. On the other hand, in either

performance map of Figures 5.46 and 5.47 constructed for the accelerator, the curve for

the upper value of MHD interaction parameter is found to be equivalent to Ap = 1. The

corresponding values of the enhanced velocity and enthalpy addition ratio on this curve

are also indicated in the same performance map.
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CHAPTER 6

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Summary

A one-dimensional unsteady model is developed to describe the T-layer process in

the MHD channel when using nonequilibrium plasma. The possible benefits from using a

nonequilibrium plasma in the T-layer concept are to increase the plasma electrical

conductivity to a high level with less power and to reduce the radiative loss. According

to the results obtained in the time scale analysis using an argon plasma, it is concluded

that certain relaxation processes occurring in the T-layer MHD interaction are necessary

to be included as time-dependent processes in this unsteady model. Important time-

dependent processes include ionization/recombination of argon plasma, continuity,

momentum balance, and global energy balance of working gas. Only electron energy is

treated as being instantaneously relaxed. The time-dependent governing equations are

solved numerically using a high-resolution second-order TVD scheme to assure proper

and accurate simulation of the complicated flow field including the compression and

expansion waves that exist in the T-layer MHD channel. The criterion for the onset of a

nonequilibrium plasma based on the previous studies of Borghi, et is also

utilized in the unsteady model. It is found that the minimum electron density needed to

effectively trigger the nonequilibrium plasma generally corresponds to ionization degrees

between 10"^-1(H for argon plasmas.

For the purpose of verifying the results obtained with the unsteady model, a quasi-

steady model modified from former works of Vasilyev et is also applied to
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calculate the sample T-layer processes. This quasi-steady model was intrinsically

developed to analyze the slower process for thermal stabilization of T-layer process and

thus the energy equation of heavy species is the only equation solved time dependently.

The primary differences in the assumptions made in the quasi-steady model firom that in

the unsteady model are the spontaneous relaxation of momentum balance, Saha

equilibrium in ionization/recombination of charged particles, and an impermeable piston

model for the T-layer.

In the calculations using both the unsteady and the quasi-steady models, sample T-

layer devices operating with a moderate range of plasma intensity (current density -10^

A/m2) were chosen. Significant elevation of the electron temperature above the gas

temperature is clearly observed in the results obtained from both models. These results

are seen in the temperature distributions in Figures 5.1 and 5.2 for the generator and in

Figures 5.10 and 5.11 for the accelerator. Nonequilibrium plasma effects can be

significant only in a T-layer with a moderate-intensity plasma. Once the intensity of the

plasma is very high; e.g., current density above 10^ A/m^, the electron temperature in the

plasma can be more than 12,(XX) ̂ K. At this high electron temperature, the heavy

species (neutrals and ions) in the plasma will be heated at a higher rate due to the more

firequent electron-ions collisions. The temperature of the heavy species then approaches

the electron temperature and the plasma goes toward thermal equilibrium.

In the results obtained in the sample generator case, good agreement between these

two models are observed in the calculated flow fields, levels of electrical properties of

plasma (electron temperature, electrical conductivity, and current density), and the

generator performance. Deviations in the distribution profiles of plasma electrical

properties and gas temperature, plasma mass, and the rate of increase of the MHD

interaction parameter are found mainly caused by the additional assumptions made in the
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quasi-steady model. The assumptions of spontaneous force balance, Saha equilibrium,

and impermeable piston model result in a low pressure, high intensity plasma localized

near the downstream end of the T-layer found in the quasi-steady analysis. This

subsequently makes the plasma more susceptible to the occurrence of electrothermal

instabilities.

The results obtained in the unsteady model for the sample cases show that a

condition of stable operation can be reached in a period of 3-5x1 (H second after the

MHD interaction begins. In the stable operation of a T-layer device, the velocity of the

T-layer varies slightly. The effects of the further MHD interaction result in more volume

of fluid being decelerated in the generator or accelerated in the accelerator.

Due to the assumption of a constant load factor through the MHD process in the

sample T-layer accelerator case, different heating power is added to the plasma in the

analyses using the different models. The consistency between the results obtained by the

unsteady and the quasi-steady models is not so promising as that seen in the generator

case but still remains in an acceptable region. It is noted that the imbalance of the

pressure across the boundaries of a T-layer may trigger an additional compression wave

that propagates upstream relative to the T-layer during the MHD interaction. The same

compression wave is not observed in the generator case.

The unsteady model is applied to simulate the T-layer experimental results using

argon gas as reported by Gavrilov et al.^ Without including any voltage drop across the

cold wall boundary, the calculated peak ciurent density agrees with that measured in the

experiment if a factor of 2 correction is applied, due to the effective width of electrodes

used in the experiment However, with the voltage drop neglected the total current

evaluated is much higher than the measured value and the T-layer is much thicker than

that observed in the experiment. By matching the peak total current, a voltage drop of 9
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volts is calculated. With this amount of voltage drop, the calculated flow velocity, the

thickness of the T-layer, and the effective conductivity in the channel match the

experimental data with reasonable allowance. The current density is then relatively low

when compared to the experiment It is believed that current constriction relates to the

discrepancy in the current density. In the unsteady model, flow is treated as one-

dimensional and a constant value of voltage drop is assumed through the entire channel.

With these two assumptions, the unsteady model cannot properly describe the localized,

multidimensional current constriction on the contact surface between the plasma and the

electrodes. A large reduction in generator performance due to a voltage drop of 9 volts

is observed in the comparison between the results presented in Figures 5.22 and 5.23

The importance of maintaining a low voltage drop across the cold boundary can be easily

seen.

The T-layer formation process within a proposed configuration of a T-layer

formation section is simulated by the unsteady model. The T-layer formation section

consists of an igniter and an ionizer section, upon which power sources are externally

imposed. From the results, it is found that the downstream end of the expanded plasma

volume moves downstream with a speed as superimposition of the unperturbed flow

speed with the speed of compression wave due to thermal expansion of heated gas. The

compression waves formed in the formation section are then taken into the MHD

channel. The influence from the thermal compression waves in the flow field of the

MHD channel can only be clearly seen near the upstream end of the T-layer when

merged with the expansion wave created by the T-layer acceleration.

The situation of multiple T-layers co-existing in the MHD channel is also

examined. Multiple T-layers are created by intermittent powering of the formation

section with an assigned period. The results show that using multiple T-layers indeed
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increases the performance of the generator and the accelerator prior to the encounter

between T-layer and the wave perturbations caused by other T-layers. Once the

interactions between two T-layers take place, the pressures inside the T-layers vary and

the plasmas respond with changes in their properties. To match the loading condition of

the MHD channel, the strength of one T-layer grows while that of the other decays. The

uneven distribution of plasma intensities between T-layers usually increases the intemal

impedance of the entire channel. As a result, fluctuations are inevitable in the output and

the performance of the T-layer device is degraded. To lessen the influence from the

interactions between T-layers, a proper selection of the T-layer forming period is crucial.

Since the conductivity of a nonequilibrium plasma is very sensitive to the variations in

pressure, elimination of the interaction between T-layers is particularly important in case

where a nonequilibrium plasma is used.

The performance map for the T-layer device is constructed based on the

assumptions made in the quasi-steady model without consideration of the effects from

the voltage drop due to the cold boundary layer. The purpose for the performance map

is to provide a general scope of the performance potential of T-layer devices. The

results show that, relative to molecular gases, monatomic gases are found to provide

better performance for the T-layer generator. Using monatomic gases, T-layer

generators can easily provide good performance even when operated over a moderate

range of flow Mach number. From the performance map obtained an enthalpy extraction

ratio as high as 30% is reachable with a Mach number of 2.5 and close to 35% with a

Mach number of 3.5. Using air/combustion gases as working medium, the T-layer

generator can also provide substantial enthalpy extraction (T|^~0.25) when operated at

high Mach numbers.
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In terms of gasdynamics, the T-layer accelerator prefers the use of molecular gases

as working medium at Mach number 2.5 by providing a greater enhanced velocity and a

higher enthalpy addition ratio. Nevertheless, the differences in enthalpy addition ratio

between using molecular and monatomic gases are very limited. At a Mach number of

2.5, the upper limit values of enthalpy addition ratio and enhanced velocity for molecular

gases are respectively 4.72 and 2.34; while, those for monatomic gases are relatively

4.38 and 2.02.

On the performance map, the application of a nonequilibrium plasma provides a

higher value of MHD interaction parameter at the same load factor. This effect

promotes the performance of the T-layer accelerator and increases enthalpy extraction

ratio when the generator is operated at an MHD interaction parameter below its

optimum value of a certain load factor.

6.2 Recommendations for the Future Work

Compared to traditional MHD devices, there are more important parameters to be

considered in the T-layer MHD devices; such as, thickness of T-layer, cyclic period for

triggering T-layers, optimum number of T-layers co-existing in the MHD channel, power

required to form T-layers, etc. In order to optimize the performance of T-layer devices

and to further understand the influence of each parameter on performance, a parametric

analysis using the unsteady model developed in this work is necessary to supplement the

performance map constructed based on the quasi-steady model. This is especially

important for the application of multiple T-layers since the quasi-steady model only deals

with single T-layer cases and the interaction between T-layers can significantly degrade

the performance.
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In practice, a diffuser connected downstream to the MHD channel is required for

deceleration of the flow. To comprehensively evaluate the performance of an MHD

device, the diffuser should also be considered in the calculations. This is especially true

in cycle analysis for the entire power generation system, in which the T-layer MHD

generator is involved as a component

Even though the unsteady model developed in this work contains several primary

effects that occur in the T-layer MHD process, modifications to cover more effects are

desirable. Viscous effects cause irreversible loss but help smooth the non-uniform flow

field created by the T-layer MHD interaction. To accurately estimate the influence fix)m

viscous effect, the Navier-Stokes equation coupled with the MHD effect has to be

included in the model. Some phenomena that occur in the T-layer concept are multi

dimensional, such as the current constriction, instabilities of Rayleigh-Taylor type, etc.

These cannot be properly described by a one-dimensional model. With Liou's TVD

scheme to solve the unsteady equations and Ruler's predictor-corrector method to handle

the source terms, the numerical solver in this work can be extended to multi-dimensional

cases.

Besides the viscous effect, the net effects from the flow boundary layer also include

the voltage drop cross the boundary layer. As discussed in the comparison of results

obtained in the unsteady model with the experimental data, the existence of the voltage

drop may have very critical influence in the performance of the MHD devices.

Therefore, a model to appropriately estimate the voltage drop across the boundary is

essential for predicting the performance accurately.

Any theoretical and numerical prediction is subject to the experimental verification.

The shortage of the experimental data has been the major hurdle for the development of
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the T-layer concept. Therefore, the establishment of an experimental data base is the

single aspect most needed for the future T-layer research program.
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